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JIP tbef were up, and' when they were down the:, were down, And when 

tlM;y were onl,Y half w;y up, they nre nei tber up nor down. 

~te evidently he vu a r ather uniecided and vacillating old Duke 

Oil Yon:. He vu created , not ina ppropria tely, f or a ver sion of the 

pu1tam.. "!!othe r Gooee. • 
ScMtiMe ve ourselves , like the Grand Old Duke, do not know 

whether we are coming or going . lie revie w new book.o which you prob­

ablJ' IIOII' t be able to buy, no matter bow 111ch you and your news8j!9nt 

aD4 boolmeller m:, o~ e to get them. 
lie joined vi th th e national preoe and a ecore ot other periodi ­

cala in ehoutillg llagnet Number Ona fran the root - topo . lie were 

de~ted t o heer ot the prin ting ot 50,000 copi es - a number which vu 

bm ped up to 90,000 and finally went to 1:,0,000 , It seemed that , as 

tho rewlt ot the succ eee of llagnet !lo, 1, ve were to get Billy Bunter 's 

llol1dq Book. One of our corr eopondents who saw a rough proof of it 

told uo what excellent value for money it would be vi th i to storieo of 

the thrff llailt on achoola , its coloured picturee , its poemo and oddo 

and enda , Purt her we learned that a new kind of lla&net was to be 

publiomd at the rete ot two issues a month, reprinting the old stories . 

lie wre ead to learn tha t the firot two stories selected were not by 

CfbN:lfl Hyilton at all, but Yvt bv .J, fl, Penttl9Y M4 OPPthv: onthor 
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named Cook. Someone who regre tt ed t he f ac t was t old tha t i t was t oo 

l a te to do anything ab out it as th e works were already at t h e printe r s . 

Now we are told that Magne t No . 1 was not a success after all. 

We understood f i rs t of all th a t both th e Holiday Book and th e New Mag­

net wer e cancelle d. Now we learn that they a r e "pos t poned " t i ll t he 

Spri ng . Are books likely to s ell better in April or May than in the 

couple of months before Christmas? We only ask . 

And as we re ach th e bottom of the hill again we learn th a t 

Armada , who had decided t o do no more Hamil ton Armadas, have now de ­

cided to do some more. ' Bout turn . Up the hill again . Just check , 

corpo r al , to make sur e whether we've got 10 ,CXX) men or 130 , 000 . A 

minor detai l , of course . You might let a thousand fall out and try 

to buy the Sexton Blak e Library . 
Anot her little announc ement now. Something which, we suspect , 

c omes a t this time as the result of al l the publicity give n to Magnet 

No. 1 • Read on - and keep your finge r s crossed . 

THE FRANK RI CHARDS L. P . RECORD 
The L.P . record , made ·by Charl es Hamilto n jus t before his dea t h , 

is to bo issued by Columbi a in December . Pr ess Edi to ri al Servic e s , 

who have heard the r ecord played , tell us t hat it is the most fascina t­

ing t r eot in the world . It runs fo r nearly an hour . It star t s and 

ends w.ith the singing of a Greyfr iars song composed by Charles Hamil -

ton . The vocalists are th e boys ' choir from a Kent school . The 

a uthor goes on to t ell how he came to cre a te many of his charac te r s , 

and , it seems , discloses many de tails about his life which were not 

mentioned in his Autobiography . On the reverse side of the record , 

he answer s questions , and his comment s , amusiI18, nostalgic , and 

informative , are delightful . 
The record will be on sal e at 35/ -. Pre ss Edi t orial Services , 

of 82 Cird wood Rd, Putney , S .W. 15 , tell us that they will be in a 

posit i on t o supply the record , post f r ee , t o anyo ne who ca r es to ord er 

from them and thus avoid the possibil ity of disappoi ntment in the shops . 

We can only hope that the Grand Old Duke will have no finger in 

thi s del ici ous pie . 

ADVERTISING 
Commencing vi th our next issue , small adver tisement s in this 

magazine will cos t 2d per word . Collectors ' Digest is the grea t est 

medium i n the world f or th e buying and selling of the ol d papers , a nd 

its selling power is bigger today than it has ever been . 

Pl ease , please , whe n sending advertisements fo r inse rt i on , make 

sure to in cl ude your name and address . A very l arge number of 
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advertisements a.re received every year , especially for the Annual, 

d th these important details omitted . It causes considerable un­

necessary work at this office . 
Advertisements in the Annual also cost 2d per word. There is 

still time to plsce an announcement in the 1965 edition . lilly not 

send your Christmas greetings to your friends via the Annual? 
And, in the meantime, have you ordered your copy of this giant 

Year Book? THE EDl'IOR 

- :- :- :- :- :•:- :- :-:- :- :- - : - : -

DANNY'S DIARY 
NOYllber J 915 

l.&st mnth tt was ~· ' £lain .. sere . NClff It 's tht Charlie Chaplin Hnale . !ht 

trTand boys er, tdllst.llng It. , tht barnl orsans an pla,trw tt, the JWl c ball stars 

IN llngtng l t . 
' Oh, the aoon 9\tnes bright on Charllt Chaplin. 
Hts boota aN erackln.g , tor th e want or blacking, 
And hJa old ba&a trousers they "ant mendlna, 
Berore they aend ht• , 
To tht D&nltntlles. • 

t t gou to t ht tune or • Pretty Redwtng.• 
Our \'Ult.I 1.0 t ht ptctuN1 thla JDOnth hut been aatts t actlonary . A ntw tlnll 

called Netro prtaent9d their rtrst rn.m "' Valli Valli tn 'The High Ro.s.• It was 

htuy dram. Too hta1')' tor me. Oth er t1111H we ' "" Olp Pt t.roYa tn •Ktart or a 
Pa inted Womnt "'1.lch wu allO htaq, Sld Hutl Dmm In • Niobe . • There 11 a nl'f 
wt1tent clntlll ,tar called Toe Nix . I l ib hi • bette r thl.n Broncho BtUy !ooU"S>n 

""° ta aettl,. a bit ltoUt . Reny tor th e horst tr not tor • · Tom Nix 1, not aich \ 

mr e than a boy. Wt saw hl• ln •Pala In Blue- 'l'tllch wu about a cowboy llfl.o joined 
tht naTY. In t.ht ,me proera- ns • ctiar111 , tilt Per r tct lAdy .• 

Doug usually has the Union Jack nery week, and I han read tffO or this 11r>ntht s 

ta111 . The t1r1t wu • The Cut or t.he l udley Tiara • or •P llllll'le.r t>eceas od'?1 It was 
qui te tntere1t 1na to read , thoueh It wu rull or earl.I , heirlooms , and tiaras , with a \ 
lot or loYIIY""'dO'Uf 1t.u.rr. tn tht em , Blatt nabbed Pl1JE11.r who was thoUlht to · be 

de.a , but lfho ...., actual.b -...quer.atrw u a root.llS!. 
The atcond t&lt was •n.t 111.n WI th tht Sc.an-Id Ktck 1 'flhteh I tbought eood• Sp litt 

Carter · dtamond-d tu er and gold-seeker - came back tro• Canada, and It tumid out ht 

wu t.ht bro ther or TYOMe Cartier . This was the rtr st or a ""' Y't'onnt sertu. 
• The Creyrrtar1 Htral<t- hu com out thla month. I loTt It, and It onl,y costs 

jd a week. t particularly lik e • ni.1 AdTentlrts or Herlock Shol.ma ,• 'Which are tak~ 

orr, or the Sherlock HolMa Wu . The Herald at Yes tuck hlq>er a nery week u prtu, 

In ptcwrt cClll)etl ttona . 
I ban jo t ntd Ult 8oy1• Frlen:1 J.ntl~ enan League. I don ' t rtallY 111 1'bat &ood 

It ts , but tht td l tor sent • a colow-ed cer tUlcat.t dr.., b)' ont or their artl1u 
named c . 11onttl th Dod:thon, 

n ut Maanet hu bun bett er t~ It ..a lut month. •cot.._ tht Pact" -.. Quite an 
lnteru tln& tale . f isher T. rtlh se t hlmtlt up u a booth , but he wu ge t t i ng Ult 
rtaultl quietly and accepttnc bttl after O\t rac11 bad bttn won. 1ht Caterpillar 
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plQ«s a btgllh part tn thts one. 
I ll k1 • s tory to make se.n.n . • The R.emon Elt 'f'ell on Tour- di ctn' t IDlke senM . The 

Head arr~ed tor Ule Remove t.eam to tour the south coast pla.ylng foo tbal l 11111.t chu 

aaatnat oouncll Khoals Md other,, at 6d a ttm wlllsston toWarda Chrtnaa comfort.a 

for aoldlers. U tr any Headm.sttr woUld mke ,udl an &n'S'lgment . I thoUIJ,ht it quite 

prepoatertor . 8esldu 1 halt a dozen t oot.ball mtche.s don't mike a story. Not tor • 

they don • t . 
I enjoyed the next one , •nae Conjur er •• Capture ,• ffl'ltch Introd uced. Kipps . tt .iso 

brought back tht Cerm!lr11 Falke , who wu tryin g to . d13gl"8Ce the wealthy' Johnny Bull. It 

wu through Jtlpps that the Gencan d id not. auccetd. 
In the la.st tale or Ole month , ~klM.r tnaert.ed a ra111 ad In a newspaper , u 

though Nr. ~elch ns ec1nrt1Stng tor • wtre . Doug react It am went an torree-noaed, 
say In& t t wa, In rather bad taste, but I just lauahed and laugh ed N'ltn t read tt. t t 

was called • The Jap e ot the Season ,• and t thought It the turuilest yam or the y&ar. 

W'e all apent a week - end at Ud erahot with 11:f aunt and uncle ard my couatn. Robin . 

We w.nt by train to Wat.erloo , anCI tlltn on by train trom there , but we hid to ch&n&• at 

Cutldrord. On the "8.Y dowr\, I had Ult new Issue or the Nelson Lee Library to re-3 In 

Ult train . t t. wu a gJ,ost story . all about Ntl•on Lee and Nipper , and wu called • The 

TeM"Or or TroCXle Towers . • I enjoytd 1 t nry much. 
At Aldershot we went to the Hippodrome on the Saturday night , and thctre wert a lot 

or soldiers In the audience. Gertie Ott.ans sane •Nellie Deans and a llB11 called Bransby 

Wtlliams did a lot or t111>eraonattona. I t .,.... qu.lte a aocct ~ow. fl\e soldiers yelled 

a lot "1.en a coaedtan called Nell Ndt.,- aang a sona about •N.ldemol.selle tro a 

Armentl eNs.• 
We went home on th e Sl.Dlday nenll'II , and Robin gan III a ntw copy of the r lretly to 

read In t he train. That la a very nice haltp enn,y com.le wttn Syd Chaplin on the front 

pege. Syd Chaplin U Charlie ' s halt 00 brothcr, and he mak.u Keystone comedies tor Nack 

Btmett. 
ln the Soya ' f"rl end Ul.ere ls• new aeries or norlea about Dan , Bob . and Dartey , 

two negrots and an Engllsh Cellow , bys. Clarke Hook. Thq ru:lnd me or Ul.e Jade , Sa , 

and Pete talu , 
All the R.oo«WOOd tales this month ha.Te been about Jlcrey Silver's Uncle John. John 

Silver ts a bit or a rascal . He asked Jlm:c:y to meet him at a low pub called • The Ship, • 

and J IDQY had to get rs tor him. J la::,' s rrt ends s&Jf that M had a secret . ancs learned 

that he h.:I aone to the pub , so they QU&n"elled. Then s ome money waa stolen rrom the 

.sporu ruro , or wbtch Newcoae ts the treasurer . J 1_. was suspected , but 09Jlfald helped 

him , and the)' round out that the thllt was really Townsend. The storlH were called •>. 
Shattered f'rtendlhtp ,• • Put t.o the Test, • •J lma:I)' Stlver ' s 0ownra11• and •shou lder to 

Shoulder,• But the ser Its 1sn1 t tlnllhed yet. l t gou on next month . 
tn th e G• there ts a. new serial called •couatn Eth el ' s Schoolda.ya . • Cousin Ethel 

gou to St. FNda' s , ar1'. Toim Herry & Co. co::e Into the story. Doug has read t t be tore, 

u tc. once appeared In the Eq,tre Library , a SNrP_. l'fl.tch ta n°" dephunked . I like this 

aerial quit e a lot . 
All the stories In th e Cem have been goO(I this month. first was •Gussy and the 

O lrl • which was AmJatn.g. Oussr talla In love with Dorothy r ane .mo la the new la dy 

porte at Blrileyts S tories . 
•sttapole's Wtndf all ' was nry good t ndffd. Sklq> ole hu been wrltl1'? article• on 

avtatlon and aendlng them to •The Pl)'lna Times. • To everybody • s :surprise , 8k tq>0le won 

£50 t or an article , and started spendlna It In connection wlth his' Isms. • He aang the 

song •come and Kiss He, Honey •' dresaed as a ntu er minstrel. Arter he had spent the 

i:50, I t turned out there had been a ala take, and he waa told to return t he money. 
The nut atory • Tht Lut Hope' told how Toa Herry & Co tried out all sorts or 

dod&u to r atae money Sn on:ter that Skllll)Ole could pay ht• debt. A t ine couple or 

tale a. 
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Lut ca. or thl month wu the Chrl1tma.s Double Hullbtr "1th a colo UNd oover . runny 

how tht O• alWl)' I has 1 ti ChrUUIU No. ao Nrl.Y. ni., story WU 1.l Stole n Holtd~ 

and it WU eood, tnn thOU&b I b.Ht Nad betttr OlrllUIU st. J 1• ' • t.&l.H . f tu l na M 

co , 11t!.o wert reau, Ule chltr ch.lracters tn t t , wen ordered to lta.Y at. St . Jim'• on r 

t.hl Chrl 1tmas vac as a pm l lhment , but they dlaobeyed orders , and s ll pPtd aww to the 

ancestral home or s tr Pultt ne.y Vane , ttlere TOii. Hen')' Wld his rrt ends we.re stay i ng. 

the:, DU\l&ed to capture • Ctl"Ull IID'1 Who wq ,1,na1 1tnc to • Otl"Dlll z.eppt ltn , ao the 

BHd rorpv, i.ha tor tht l r •1adeed1 . It wu an u:ctt.1,- atory. 

t ID 1111 ttrat zepp Ull a month. Ont drc)pped. a bomb on our go lt- Unb . It.Ill aatd 

that we ought to ao and stt hOl'I' old Nrs. Forbt1 was, ao we rusheci out or our houae, 

wltb tht &ePP plcttd out In narchl l&bts on.mead. Wt lett our fro nt doer open as we 

ruahed , and two ledles ,Jtl"'I comrw up the l"OICI. Clle 11.l d to the oUie.r: • t.et •a ao ln 

here , Daisy, • and they both ruahtd Into Olr house u w rushed out. I t was all ncy 

thr lllt n&, Arter the HPP had io ne , we went back home, but the ladles had gone , ao 

'" nevtr round out who tbtY were . What lar1tal 

•u•ttNi!!fW !i§ HA""'P,•Mi! t+i5§H § M,.§ff f e5n!itPetttttttt•uuteuu, 

SEXTON BLAKE REVIEW 

THB STRANGE FACE OF MIJRDffi (3/6) 11. A. Ballinger 

To the list of the numerous detectives whose adventures you have 

read about , add one more name. Graham Sykes . To their various 

assistants , jot down the name of Johnny Hammond. This novel relates 

their firs t - and , I hope , their last - case in the Library , with 

Sykes on the stage for practically the whole time . Occasi onally , 

oth er characters share it with him. There's Charles Upjohn, who t ells 

Sykes that his beautiful wife , Carol , is plotting to kill him. There ' s 

Freddie , their chauffeur , so feminine , with his l ong, curly hair ; 

Helen Lobe, the owner of a marriage bureau in Bond Street ; Marceau, 

a French crook , and s everal othe r weird specimens . Oh, and there's 

a man named Blake - Sexton Blake - another private investigator , who 

looks after Sykes with comendable devotion , making brief appearances 

when the latter's inexperience lands him in dire tro uble . The autho r 

desc ri bes one of his characters as a "layabout . 11 Come to think of 

it , this desc r iptio n might be applied to Blake . Afte r all , it ' s a 

long time s ince he walked thr ough a case merely to indulge in the 

mopping up operations a t the end of it . 
Let ' s be honest about thi s book . As a paperback , it is of 

average good fare but it is not good Blake. No Tinke r , a meagre 

rati on of Blake , just a mention of Pedro lifting hi s head lazily fran 

the hearthrug , and Mrs . Bardell entering with refre shments, and that ' s 

your lot . No; this is no t good enough. Hy view is that every book 

should feature Blake in such manner that when it is proffered to a 

likely new reader that reader should be impressed by his character . 

This sort of novel does nothing to inspire such feeling . Walt e r Webb 
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B L A K A N A 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN 

271 Archdale Road, East Dulwich , London , S.E.22 

The abo, ·e ls a red11ced pf'lnt of Next Wu k'• 
•tt r.cllv e cover lllu 1-tratlN , It 4tpld s 
.5extOII Blake aa a Ma,..mrl 11. watkl•I' thouP 

the .tr"U of Ca toe. 

IN AND AROUND 
BAJ<m STREET [ 9) 

By Walter Webb 

Views On The Modern Blake 

To have read in the 
corresponden ce columns of 
TIT- BITS the t the penetra ­
tion of his favourite 
charac ter into t he pages 
of that paper had the 
app r oval of four out of 
five of i ta reading 
clientele mu.at have been 
very reassuring to the 
Blake historian . It 
9U8ges ted a popular move 
on the part of the edi ­
torial department, and 
i ndicated that Bl ake's 
s tay woul d be a long and 
successf\11 one. To 
find him dropped the 
following week was a 
somewhat shettering blow. 
Obviously , if a feature 
is liked by four-fifths 
of a paper • s circulation 
of readers t hat feature 
is going to be retained, 
and no editor , unless he 
be a complete e.se , is 
going to jeopardise th e 
success of' the pape r he 
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runs by pandering to the minority , The inference is th at Blake was 

not the succes s hoped fo r , and evidence of this is to be fo\llld in the 

"Dear Sir" feature during Blake 's ten week run in the paper . 
Duri ng that period 146 ex tr ac t s from letters sent in by readers 

were published, Of that number, only 6 mentioned Sexton Blake at all , 

Of these , 4 were in favour of his retention , 2 being against . The 

l etters of appreciation are qui t e int er es ting, but it is those of 

cr iticis m which are the more enlightening . 11A bore" says one. "So 

old - fashioned . " . . . .. "How much longer do we have to stand. him?" •••• 

"Old Sexton Blake won' t do, He is slow and sluggish , with no zest for 

living or loving , Compared with Jomes Bond, Harry Palmer (of The 

Ipcress File) and Boysie Oakes (The Liquid a tor) and their like, he's 

a non-starter . 11 

These comment s are significant becau se they represent the opinion 

of readers who have come upon Blake for the first time , whereas the 

four in favour were obviously from old admirers of the character , 

whose vie ws 11J"if possibly have been aired during a mild attack of 

nos talgia, Of course, it would be very pleasant to go back to the 

old days when the Blake stories were of a purely adventurous nature , 

a.nd, as an old reader, I would welcome them; but what point is there 

in publishing tales of adventure for a generation from which the 

spir it of it disappeared long ago? The hazards of publishers are 

many in the se times , and their difficulties must be appreciated to 

understand the present trend in the S,B ,L, novel. The letters· of 

criticism in TIT- BITS give some indication of what the modern reader 

expects of Blake , If he is thought an old - fashioned bore in a story 

r eprinted from only as far back as 1963, what is the modern rea ct i on 

going to be if or when a story of 1923 vintage or thereab outs is 

}'Alblished? Personally , I do not think the publishers dare risk re­

printing any of the old Blake sto ries in their original fon, , though 

by bringing them up to date with a corresponding revving up of the 

action and dialogue might prove fruitful and well worth a trial . 

Regarding the cr iticism of Blake being slow and sluggi sh , this is 

absurd , for he is more dynamic these days than in any er a previously . 

As for his lack of zest for loving , who wants to read of Blake chasing 

women, SillfWay, A little sex is permissible in these days , but once 

allo w a loosening of Blake ' s high moral code and the element of it 

will surely grow, and the high standard of the present novel will 
decrease in like proportion . I hope the quality of the S.B. L. will 

al ways be the major consideration of the publishers , with Blake con­

tinuing to command the admiration and respec t of a following that has 
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reve red him through many decades . All I would add here is that I can 
respect the views of any Bl ake fan for not wanting any sex element at 
all in the stories , but can feel no such regard for a reader who wants 
a sex novel with a Blake element. Of the two the former is infinitely 
the more preferable , and should the tale s ever fall t o the level of the 
second , I would wi sh to see Blake killed off altogether before his 
image became forever destroyed in my memory. 

The Emergence Of G. H. Teed 
11He was a big man, with an air - given to wide-briIIDlled black hats 

and even , at times , a cloak . He did everything in a big way , and in 
appearance and manner really made one think more of too popular idea of 
the old actor - Greetin gs , laddie ? - so r t of thing .. " 

This thumbnail sketch of G. H. Teed was g iven to me by one of his 
colleagues a lit tl e while ago, when I was expl oring that little patch 
of blue f r om whence he emerged to become one of the best and most con ­
sis tent Sexton Blake writ ers of all time - the same patch of bl ue, 
inc identally , into which Michael Storm disappeared . What connection 
was there between Storm and Teed? Was Storm ' s dis appearanc e arranged 
to make Teed' s "out of the blue " arrival possible? Was it by chance 
that Teed ' s li terary style resembled Storm I s to t he extent that it was 
no t at first possible to de t ect one author 's work from the other ' s? 
The pall of mystery created by the dramatic emergence of the one follow ­
ing so soon upon the peculiar exit of the ot he r gives rise to the 
suspici on that it may have been prearran ged for t he mutual bene fit of 
the parties concerned. 

It has a lready been r elated in these columns t hat Teed met the 
widow of Michael Storm when she was making a world cruise foll owing his 
death , and helped the famous Bl ake writ er obtain a foothold as 
chronicle r of the detective ' s adventures . There is such a nice touch 
of the romantic about thi s that one would like to believe it true; bu t 
the Blake statis t i cian -is bound to enqui r e how it came abou t that the 
widow ' of a man committ ed to writing sto r ies for a living coul d have had 
the wherewithal to afford such a cruise and why she should have embarked 
upon it . 

The emergence of G. H, Teed is truly remarkable . The only known 
ear ly f acts abou t him are that he left home at the age of 16 - which 
would have been in 1902 - f i rst ran a shee p stat ion in Australia , was 
overseer of a banana plan t ation in Costa Rica , and manager of a jute 
plan t ation on the Malabar Coast of I ndia . Then , according t o what has 
been wri tt en here, in th e 1912-1 3 peri od he met Mrs . Storm on the 
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vessel which was takill8 th ... both to England , she introduced him to 
the charac ter of Sexton Blake , and he immediately began work on the 
Yvonne st ori es , which were such a resounding success that , as far as 

Blake was concerned , Teed became famous overnight. The r apidity of 

all this leaves m<i extr... ely sceptical and suspicious . Here was a 
msn visiting England for the first time , and , with no known writing 
exper ience behind him, sitting down and writing a long series of yarns 

with all the knowledge of a native ; in fact , if ever an author 
appeared to know London as well as the back of his hand G. H. Teed 
did at that perticular time . And not only of London, but of Paris , 

too . 
I just cannot believe this, and my vie w is that Teed did not set 

foot on English soil upon disembarkation , but on French . Much of the 

old campaigner ' s life was spent in France, and in the early days he 
11 ved in the La tin Quarter of Paris . I believe Teed' s actual contact 

w1 th Sexton Blake occurred in 1906, and that he met Michael Storm in 

France when that author was chronicling the exploits of the characte r. 

\lhat little is known of the two writers suggests they were well 

matched ; Teed who made the money fly when he had it , nearly always 
"broke" and one jump ahead of his creditors , and the soi-disant 

Michael Storm who wrote from fields afar to escape his . That Storm, 

too , lived many years in France is obvious from his writings, with 
their command of the French language , passages of which he was fond 

of introducing into his Bl ake s t ories . He was without doubt the only 

qualified writer of his day to write about the charac ter , being a 
genuine crime journalist , whereas the rest, apert from ll . Shaw Rae, 

were little more than second - rate contributors of the juvenile school 
and adventure type of story . 

It is easy to visualize two writers with so much in common team­

ing up, with the more experienced passing on the benefit of his know­
ledge to the younger and lesser experienced , for Teed obviously served 

his apprenticeship at some stage between leaving Nev Brunswick and 

setting foot on French or English soil, and the most logical explanation 

is that he met the Storms when the y were resident in France and began 

his Blake career by collaborating with them in the writing of the 

character. 
Certainly Teed' s work suggests this possibility , for his early 

manuscripts were endorsed with the stamps of hesitance , crudity , and 

repetition , all symbolic of the r aw recruit , but with prolificacy 
such stamps were soon erased , to be replaced by those of confidence , 

fertility , and smoothness , and such was the speed of his improvement , 
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during and immedia t el y following the first Yvonne series ths t I canno t 

help feeli fl8 he had the benefit of a good tuto r during his apprentice­

ship , and Stonn could hsve been thst man. 
For a time Teed was actually thought to hsve been Storm in the 

flesh , until Willie Back persuaded hiJD to sit down at a typewriter in 

th e office and writ e out a coup l e of chap t e r s of a Blake yarn , after 

which his creden ti a l s were no longer in doubt . Prior to this , Teed I s 

work was handled by the woman known as Mrs. Storm , and the Yvonne 

stories were , a t first , thought to have been the work of the man 

believed to be her husband. Who the so-called Mrs . Stonn was has not 

yet been ver ifi ed , but she is thought to have been Mrs . Duncan Sempill, 

who, at that time had been widowed for sev eral years , and was a sister ­

in-law of John Sempill, Duncan ' s elder brother . 

Anot her Milestone 

Another milestone was reached by the S .B.L. in Augus t , when it 

was enlarged , and its price adjusted to 3/6 a copy . Obviously rising 

costs have con tr ibuted to the increase, though it has brought compensa ­

tions , not the least being the rec all of the correspondence columns . 

A touch of nosta l gia was added to the 13th i ssue , for it contained a 

letter written by Mrs . Ur sula Blak e , widow of the former Blake writer , 

Stacey Blake • 
The novel in the same number is bang up-to-<l a te, and its theme 

th e con tr over sia l one of the dea th penalty and its abolition . Blake ' s 

views , as expres sed thro ugh his authors pas t and present, have left 

his admirers in no doubt about his feelifl8S on this matter. Where 

t he cold - blooded killer is concerned , Blake i s no abolitionist . But , 

when a man is reeling under the weight of heavy tax demands as Blake 

is today, the temptation to inte rv ene on the side of law and ord er 

unde r suasion of a fat fee from a well - known daily newspaper , even 

whilst havifl8 a sneaking sympathy for the motivations of the other 

si de , is stroll8 , and , albeit , with-somewhat guilty f eelings , he accepts 

the commission . Feelings have run high on the ques t ion of capital 

punishment , and th ere will be many who will follow Blake's investiga ­

tions here and be entire l y out of sympathy with his efforts to tr ack 

down the self-styled executioner of the modern murderer t--and the real 

hero in their eyes will be the man who plays the title ro le . The 

story ? Well , it ' s topical , and it ' s original ; but , in the merging , 

obscuri ty has resulted , particularly in the denouement , which is 

sketchy and not very convincing . 

* * • * 
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H A M I LT ON I AN A · 
GLOOM OVER GREYFRIARS By John Trovell 

When November fo g shrouds t he land in gloom, dis ruption , and 
des pondency , Greyfri ar s enthusiasts will be reminded that fo g was 
respons ible for some hilarious and exciti ng i nciden t s in the old 
scho ol . The narrow es cape of no le ss a personage than Dr. Locke, 

• 

the Headmaster , and the unexpected and unpl easan t experi ences of two 
members of his s t aff are rec alled when November had reduced visib ilit y 
to a minimum at Gr eyfriars . 

Peter Todd and the Famous Fi ve had many anxious moment s i n llag-­
net 1136, when fo g was responsible for poor inoffensive Monsieur 
Charpentier, the French Master, re ceiving the con tent s of a bottle of 
marking ink , intended for Walke r of t he Sixth. Horace Coker, i n 
attempt i ng to track down the culpri t s in his own inimitab l e manner , 
jus t es caped expulsion af t er the good natured Mosso pleaded fo r 
leni ency on behalf of all concerned in t he affair . 

Mr. Prou t, portly Master of the Fifth, had r eason to regret his 
excursion in the fog when he collec ted a beautiful black eye from 
that most troub l esome member of his Form, Horace Coker , in a case. of 
mistaken identity, That eye caused such comment throughout the 
schoo l th at Prout was content to hide his usually prominent person 
frc:m public view , much to the relief of Mas ters ' Common Room, whose 
members reve lled in the absenc e of Prout I s fruity boom, and his l ong-­
winded orations . But when a. week later poor Prout had his remaining 
good eye blackened by a tram p, thi s tim e i n bro"d daylight , his fee l­
ings can be imagined , and he was reluctan tly compelled to r elinquish 
his post in order to recove r , Handled in th e best Frank Richards 
s tyle, the humorous situations caused by Prout' s lo vely bl ack eyes 
make Magnets 1187 and 1188 , delightful r eadi ng. 

The temporary abse nce of Mr. Quelch and the high-handed methods 
of Loder of the Si xth , when placed in charge of the Remove, lead to a 
seri es of eventful happenings in Magnet 1342. Vernon-Smith , who had 
receiv ed well deserved punishment from Dr. Locke for havi ng cigarettes 
in his possession , persuaded Harry Wharton & Co. to agree to up-end 
Loder, under cover of a t hick fo g , and adminis ter 'si x ' in return fo r 
the treatinetl.t they had re ceived i n the Form Room. The Bounder, in 
a bitter revengeful mood, aware t hat the Head was on his way to the 
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school library , duped the Co. into thinking it was Loder , and only 

Billy Bunter groping his way alon;? the same pat h , and collid ing wi th 

Dr. Locke , averted a scandal that would have recked Greyfriars to its 

founda tions . For tunately for Smithy , the Headmaster remained in 

igno r ance of hie narrow escape , but the Bounder received just r et r i ­
bu tio n from the Remove for his cunnin;? sch eming. 

These are but a few of the happenings a t Gre yfriar s , when fog 

hung heavy over the Quad, and enfol ded the old sc hool in a blanket of 

g l oom, and for those who choose to venture out at such times in the 
c ompany of the cheery chums of the Remove, the fun and excitement 

provide adequate compens ation for the dreary fogs of November. 

LET' S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

~: THE EXCEPTION THAT BFX:AME THE RULE 

As I said not lo ng ago in thi s co lumn, there was really no reason 

i n the heyday of the blue Gems and red Magnets why any r eade r should 

have conc lu ded that Martin Cli f ford and Fr ank Richards were one and 

th e same. But by the Spring of 1915 the stories of Gr eyfriars , St . 
Jim ' s , and Rookwood wer e bec oming so linked with one another that any 

pe r ceptiv e reader should have known that they were coming from a 

common typewrit er. I t hink that many reader s put two and two together 

at that period . 
Maybe the mos t interesting fe a ture of Danny ' s Diary 14'1 recent 

montha has been the way , during the Spr ing of 19 15 , he suddenly de­

cided that St . Jim 's and Greyfriar s had a con:mon so ur ce , and the n , very 

soon afte r, that'di.f'.ferent writer s were contributill8 certain s tor ies 

in bo th the Gem and the Magnet . 
We our se lv es may idly have wondered when the sub stitute pro blem , 

as we loosely call it to-d ay , f i rst became evident . I t hink we may 

safely assume t ha t it was in July 1915 . 
There had been , of course , a number of substi tu te s tor ies loD& 

before that , but the y had passed unde tected - or alm ost undetec te d -
in the flood of first - class tale s whic h was flowing from the creator . 

This was e specia lly so in the Magnet , for some of th e re d Magnet 

stories were a hotch - potch , in any case . 
An intelligent reader sensed that the r e was something wrong , even 

with the bet t er type of subs titu te t al e , like "Misunde r s too d" and 

"Tom Merry' s Promis e , 11 but things ){ere back to normal by the follow -

i ng week so they passed almost unnoticed. Neverth eless , one wonders 



Page 14 

at the effect of an appalling tale like that vhich appeared in Gem 
No. 100 . Could any reader in his senses have bel ieved that such an 
ill - vri tten oddi t y came from the man they knev and loved as Martin 
Cliffo rd? It seems impossible. I t stood out like a sore t humb. 

I have in my col lec t ion a shocking original St . Jim ' s tale, a 
bound copy of a Boys I Friend Library entitled "The Silent Three, 11 

published about 1909. It is i n brand - nev condition , probably because 
it is almos t unreadable. I re tain it because it provides such a 
puzzle . What on earth possessed any edit or to accep t it and to 
publis h it? 

It is , of course , a rarity. I should be interes te d to knov how 
many reade r s own a copy . I might be t empted to part vi th mine for 
£5, but as nobody is likely to make such an offer, i t will certainly 
remain in my colle ct io n till the end of my days . 

So the early substitute stor ie s passed , if not entirely undetec t­
ed, at least without causing a ripple on Gem and Magnet history up 
till the middle of 1915. And then , suddenly , in mid-summer 1915, 
Substitu tion rais ed it s head as a problem child. From passing un­
noticed , Substitution suddenly became a cause of fierce annoyance for 
the many who, as Roger Jenldns has so shrewdly put it , could tell 
Stork from butter. The minor pimple became a painful boil when sub­
s ti tute stories became the rule instead of the exception. 

It is , in fact, astounding that this did not occur before mid-
1915. When war broke out in August 1914, Charles Hamilto n was in 
Austria vi t it his sister and his brothe r- in-lav . It must have been a 
time of intense anxiety for the author. Money ran out for the simple 
reason t hat pos t al services were disrupted. He can have had no ti.me 
- or , at least , no inclination - to sit at his machine and tap out 
Tom Merry and Greyfriars . He had other things to think about . A 
possible internment camp must have loomed ominously in his imagination. 

When Autho rity called in the person of an Austrian army officer 
to ask questi ons and to make a search , all went well till the eye of 
Authority lighted on the word "zeppelin " in a bunch of manuscript . 
Then Autho rity became suspicious. It took the author some time to 
convince Authority that it was merely a school story , written befo re 
the war started , in which Tom Merry & Co were carried away in a 
zeppelin which had landed near St . Jim ' s . That story was eventually 
entitled "The St. Jim1s Airmen, 11 and it was published in the Gem the 
following October . More of it anon. 

Meanwhile, Charles Hamilton and his party mansged to get away 
from Austria, enduring a good deal of vorry and hardship on their 
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jou rney . They rea che d Switzerland, from whence they went to Paris. 
They seem to have stayed in Paris for a while , contempla t ing a journey 
to Boulogne which might not be uneventful , for at th at time the Germans 
were invading France . Finally they reached London in October. 

It would not have been surprising had the substitute problem hit 
the Gem and Magnet during Augus t, Septemb er , and October of 1914. The 
surpr ising factor is th at it did not. As we know , the flow of Talbot 
sto ri es was going strong in the late-summer and autumn of 1914 , 
de li ghtin g a large number of readers and irri ta.t i ng oth er s who did not 
care to see St. Jim I s taken over by a new charac t er . It seems evi ..:. 
den t that Charles Hamilt on was well ahead with his work. They must 
have had plenty of hi s stories in hand a t the A.P. 

The s tory 11The Airmen of St . Jim 1 s 11 appeared in the Gem in 
October. 

It was a curious tale to be published when Britain had been a t 
war for over two mon ths. The huge airs hip , in the tale , actually 
l anded on the playing field s of St. Jim ' s . That , pos s i bly, could 
have happened in peace time. But it i s quite incredible that in time 
of war a zeppelin could have landed in Sussex, and got away again wit h 
a number of kidnapped schoolboys. The boys seem unconscious t hat 
their country is at war at all. Later, in Europe , t hey escape from 
the Germans , and pass through Austria into It aly . On the way they 
hear various rumours of diffe r ent coun tr ies declaring war on others . 

I t would seem that the opening chap t ers were written before war 
bro ke out, and then Charles Hamilton wrote, or re-wro t e the remaining 
chap ter s , introdu cing some of the flavour of the adventure s he himself 
had experienced .. Generally speaking, it was an odd , unsati sfac tory 
s tor y . 

Yet , in spi t e of all he went through between July and Oc tober 
1914 , Charles Hamilton s howed li ttle of it in his programme in the Gem 
and Magnet , The age of substitutio n did not dawn till mid- summer 
19 15 . 

When the exception became the :rule , it was not due to the war 
with Germany. It was due to Rookwood. The Rookwood tale s in the 
Boys ' Friend - and Charle s Hamil ton was wr iting them all - wer e quite 
long at that time . They were , in fact, as lo ng as the Gem s t ories 
were to bec ome with the passing of time . 

It is impossible to dec ide just why Hamil ton neglec t ed Greyfriars 
and St. Jim ' s in 1915 , and concentrated on Rookwood. It seems a 
s t range thing for him to do , but he certainly. did ·it. Possibly it 
was th e wish of editor Hinton whose aim just then seemed t he building 
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up of the Boys' Friend . 
The year 1915 is one which presents a number of puzzles for the 

historian of the Companion Papers. The months dur i ng which it was 
decided to publish "Tom Merry' s Weekly , 11 followed by the sudden 
decision to issue "The Greyfriars Herald 11 instead , was something which 
might have been due to seve ral reasons . But in spite of this , the 
cream of Hamiltonian work was still going into the Gem, right up till 
the end of 1915, jus t as it had done throughout the era of the blue 
cove r s. Gener ally speaking , t he quality of the Greyfriars s tor ies 
deteriorated considerably during the year . The Gem kept pretty well 
up to its normal staniard . This makes the obvious editorial prefer ­
ence for Greyfriars all the more surprising. It seems likely that , 
had the creato r of t he schools had his way, the histories of the Gem 
and Magnet might subsequently have been vastly different from what 
t hey were . 

Finally , that astonishing competition in which readers were 
invited to submit Greyf riar s stories of 30, 000 words. Clearly the 
aim was t o find new substitute writers . The war must surely have 
been responsible for this , and Charles Hamil ton can hardly have been 
unaware that such a competition was in progress . With compulsory 
military serv i ce just round the corner , it seemed likely that Hinton 
would lose , not only his existi ng sub writers , but his main author as 
well. If Charl es Hamilton were called up for mili t ary service , he 
would probably still be able t o write a few stories of his famous 
schools , but a large or regular supply would be almost impossible . I 
think it is reasonable to assume that Hinton and Hamil ton talked it 
all over . It must have been clear to both that unless a supply of •' 
stories, whatever t he qual ity , was maintained , the papers would come 
to a stop . 

It may well have been that Charles Hamilton agreed to concentrate 
on Rookwood, at the same time leaving it to subs to see how t hey could 
cope with the Magnet i n the second half of 1915. He kept the Gem 
s t i ll mainly in his own hands because , at the time, he s til l regarded 
t he Gem as the more important of his two major papers . 

* * * * * 
CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

No. 91 . THE UBIQUI'roUS BUNTER 

ROGER JENKINS: I think you have hit the nail on the head when you 
sta t e , that those who can find nothing likeable at all in Bunter are 
jus t plain anti - Hamilto n. Neverthele ss , I can not agree with Lauri e 
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Sutton that Bunter ' s character was never detestable . In early days 

he was just a hannless sil ly idiot , but during the lat e war years a 

most unpleasant change took place . 
As an example of what I mean, I suggest that the Greyf riars story 

in the 1923 Holiday Annual be examined . A cricket week was in pr o­

gress , and in order to spoil the atmosphere of harmony Bunter began 

picking pockets and getting the juniors from various schools to suspect 

one another . This is just plain villainy , as was his action in destroy­

ing the telegram in the first Wharton the rebel series . Even the 

famous Bunte r Court series of 1925 shows him in a de tea table light , 

but because the theme is an amusing one we are able to enjoy it without 

reservations . Still , his exit is ignom.i.nious . 
In my opinion , the modern Bunte r da t es from the Whiffles Circus 

series of 1928 . No longer is he a cunning plotter : instead , he is a 

fatuous youngster, taking advantage of lucky situations . Morally 

speaking , there might not be much to choose between rent ing Combermere 

Lodge knowing full well there was no money to pay for it , and impersona­

ting Mr . Whiffle s . But there was all the difference in the world in 

the treatment of the two themes . The reader hopes that Bunter will 

emerge from the Whiffl es Circus series without retribution , and to a 

large extent he does . So I see three Bunters . Other readers may 

perhaps make further distinctions . But I am certain there is not 

just one Bunter . 

H. CHAPMAN: I do not agree th at "plenty of those who decry Bunter do 

so simply because they arc anti - Hamilto n11 and that "t hey would decry 

any Hamilton character who won such phenomenal success . " This is the 

trouble with Hamilton fans . One has only to offer a mild criticism 

of his work to be classed as anti - Hamil ton . Some tim e ago I read the 

sho rt 11Ravenspur Grange" series , and I could hardly believe that it 

was a genuine Hamilton story . It was so different from any other 

story I have re ad by him. Four murders , and Bunter is not mentioned 

once . 
On mentioning this to a Hamil ton expert I was informed (apologeti ­

cally , I thought) that it was written to order . There was no need to 

apologize . It was a pleasant change from the usual tale of Bunter's 

escapades . I enjoyed it . 

DENNIS HILLIARD: In all my Greyfriars reading I have found the fat 

owl perfectly accep tabl e . The popular position he has gained over so 

many year s has made it possible for the Gr eyf riars yarns to be in tro-

duced to a new world of readers . As a soc ial worker (probation 
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officer) I have often considered the Bunter character from almost a 
pro fessional poin t of view . I am convin ced th a t this character , so 
compl e,c and self - ce ntred, brought out th e wonder of Hamilton ' s more 
accep table characterisations . I am always impre sse d by the tolerance 
of the Famous Five towards him, amazed at th e courtesy of l!auly , and 
che ered by the long - suffe ring of all those wonderful figures . Bunter 1 s 
succ ess has ensu r ed the future of the whole world of Charles Hamilton , 

With all his shor t comings , and character def ec ts , Bunter has 
joined the immortals , destined to please the YOUJ18sters of genera tions 
to come. We must indeed be grateful that this remark able fi gure -
fat , fatuous , and fuddle-headed - has preserved a wonderfu l literary 
heritage for us and for th e chi ldren of 1975 and ages onward . 
(A .rurther selec t ion of readers I views on this topic wil l be published 
nex t month. Readers ' coUDllents on the Controversial articles are 
warmly welcomed, but please keep the m short and to the point. - ED. ) 

GOO OF HAMILTONIA No. 25 (New Series) 

Bunt er was an imaginative fellow . Like most imaginative fellows , 
he lived in a little world of hi s own, th a t only a pprox imated roughly 
to the real world . Ordi nary lif e was not interesting enough for 
Bunter . Things that really happen ed interes ted him li t tle. This 
gi ft of imagination might have made him, with a little more brains , a 
poet , an auth or , a journalist , or a politician - in fact , an:y ki nd of 
dealer in fiction . 

Unfortunately , Bunte r l acked br ains . His powerful imagination 
had made him into nothing but a reckless fibber , whose fibs never 
carried convic tion. 

It was this curious trait in Bunter's character that caused the 
suburban villa where th e Bunters lived to blossom forth , in Bunt er ' s 
fertile fancy, into Bunter Court , and his f a ther's old Ford into a 
Rolls Royce , and his r elative s into members of the peerage . 

Like many fellows who tell fib s over and over again , Bunter came 
to bel i eve in them more or l ess himself - much more, at least , than 
anyone else believed in them. 

Sometimes , going home for the holidays , he had quite a shock at 
seeing Bunter Court dwindle into a suburban villa and the Rolls Royce 
into a dusty , creaky Ford. 

Greatly Bunter preferred his imaginary world to the real one , 
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NELSON LEE LIBRARY 
CONDUCTE:D BY JACK WOOD 

CHRISTMAS THRILLS 
Wi,th the Boys of St. Frank' s 

"The wind roared and buffeted , and the snowflakes flurried down 
i n miniature whir lw inds. Overhead the sky was l eaden and the whole 
countryside , in every di r ection , was crystal white in its wintry 
mBntle . A vecy lar ge amount of sno w had fallen . 

It was Christmas Eve , and the re was not a doubt abou t the old 
fashioned nature of this Yuletide . " 

The opening words of 11The Christmas Pl ot ter s " by Edwy Searles 
Brooks , way back in 1921 , sets the stage for a load of Christmas 
thrills. In those days of our youth there was a magic about Yule ­
tide that was captured and retained in those grand old school tales . 

Every Christmas brought its excitement . We may or may not have 
got loads of expensive presents , but we wouldn't have been without 
the Yuletide t ales of our favouri t e school for all the tea in China . 

I t may have been a "Barring Out 11 story as in "The Christmas 
Plotters 11 or sometimes a visit fro m our old friend , Ezra Quirke, as 
in "The Return of Ezra Quirke " (1928) . And every St . Frank ' s fan 
knows that the name "Quirke" stands for a l l that is best in super ­
natural t hrills, ghosts , owls weir d noises, doors opened by unseen 
hands, and secret pane ls. Quirke could certainly make our hair s t and 
on end, in the days when we had some . 

By 1932 the wind st i ll roared and the snow still flu rri ed down as 
we set tl ed to read such t ales as "Archie ' s Xmas Part y~' 11The Haunted 
House" and 11Nerki the Sorcerer , 11 a se rie s in whi ch poor Archie Glen ­
thorne Is aunt falls under the spell of a fake sorcerer and ex- jai l 
bird , and , if it had not been for the lads of St. Frank ' s , would have 
lo st all her money . 

Besides Nerki , we were introdu ced to the "little people, 11 and 
di d Handforth & Co. really see a witch flying overhead , r i di ng a broom ­
st i ck on a moonlight night , in the Christmas 11Hol s 11? 

Such tal es as "The Rival Ghost " and "The Phantom of the Grange 11 

cou l d be bought for a mere twopence each i n 1930 and se t the atmosphere 
for a merry , (if ghostly} Christmas . In these stories we had a l ove 
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st ory in which old diehard , Sir Trevor Par kington , objected to his 
son marrying Beryl , because she was an ex- chorus girl . However, all 
ends happi l y at a Chri stmas Party i n which Beryl rescues Si r Trevor 
when he falls t hrough t he ic e while skatill8 , and thus receives his 
bl essing when she marries his son . 

Of cour se , i t did not al ways snow fo r us , even in those Chris t mas­
es of long ago , and we often depe nded on t he Chri stmas issu e s of our 
"Nelson Lee 1 s 11 "Magnet s " and 11Gems" to set the Yuletide atmospher e , 
and Edwy Searles Brookes and Charl es Hamil ton never failed us ; th ey 
pro vided a ll th e snow we lacked , maybe a ll the pa rti es we lacked , and 
ce rt ainly plent y of excit ement that would never have come our way 
otherwise . 

However, i t is now nearly Yuletide 1965. Some peopl e keep 
memories potted in the ir family album , or on a t ape-r ecording , or in a 
wedding album . For us , our schoolboy memorie s a re 11potted 11 in the 
back number s of our favourite magazines and to release them at Chris t­
a,as is a good thi ng . 

Let us pause in our fes t ivities t o remember Herbert Leckenby, who 
with hi s friends took steps to insure that such s impl e pleas ure s 
should not be lost . 

We can be sure of one thing , that whatever goes on ar ound us , if 
we can gr ab an old paper (Xmas Number) and se ttle down in some odd 
corner , we won' t come far short of a Happy Xmas , and by t he way, what­
eve r the weathe r, you can bet that 11th e wind will st i ll be roaring , 
th e snowflakes flurrying down, and the country side will be cryst al 
wh.i t e i n its wintry mantle . 11 

ODD MAN OUT By R. J. Godsave 

In the ear l i er numbers of the Old Series of the Nels on Lee 
Library it was customary - if th er e was space availab le - fo r the 
Editor to have a chat with his readers under t he titl e of "To My 
Reader s ." This cha t was mainly used for the pm.,pose of giving a 
br ief outl i ne of the coming week' s s t ory , to gethe r with t he title. 

The &lito r , in his chat in No. 242 "The Waster's Progress " sta t es 
- Next week we sha ll follo w the f urth er adventures of the Hon. Douglas 
Si ngleto n in London. The story will be called 11The School boy Gambler 11 

and will be provided with pl enty of col our and incid ent . 
The title of the following issue No. 243 was "Sing l eton in 

London." Of t he "School boy Gambler " mentioned in the F.di tor ' s Chat 
in No. 242 there is no tra c e . 
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Another peculiarity of "Singleton in London" is that the coloured 

cover drawill8 is repeated in bl ack and white in the usua l centre page 

position . In contrast with the smooth and excellent cover drawings 

of the r est of this series , No. 243 ;..,. a harsh , and rat her crude 

drawill8. It would seem to be the work of another arti st . 

This London episode of the Singleton series which embraced Nos . 

243 and 244 was not rep r inted in the Monste r Library . 
It had always been the practice in the Nelson Lee for chapters 

to bear a headill8 , Even in this minor detail No. 243 had to depart . 

from the usual by chapte r six beill8 without one , 
I rr egulari ti es such as these must give r ise to speculation as to 

what was happening in the Editorial Office at this par ticular time . 

It would be very interesting to know the truth . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: Good loose copies or bound volumes containing any of the 

followi"8 : MAGNETS 52 ; 131 to 149 inclusive ; 195 ; 205 ; 237 ; 238 ; 239 ; 

277; 318 ; 319 ; 353 ; 386 to 400 ; 417 ; 422 ; 435 ; 752 ; 753 ; 762 ; 763 ; 

773 ; 809 . Most issues between 821 and 890 ; 900; 921 ; 924 ; 925 ; 936 ; 

938 ; 940 ; 942 ; 943 ; 946 ; 951 ; 965 ; 967 ; 988 ; 996 . GEMS: 493 ; 

Some issue s between 801 and 832 . Als o Nos . 935 ; 953 ; 954 ; 956 ; 975 ; 

980 ; 984 ; 985 ; 989 ; 990 ; 992 ; 993 ; 998. FOPULARS: 452 ; 455 ; 466 ; 

474, Early Penny Populars : Nos . 12, 13, 45, 47 , 58 . 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD., SURBITON, SURREY, 

WAm'ED: G~ up-till No. 1379 then 1452 , 1512 , 1526 , 1531 . Write 

with price required to : -

LOFTS, 56 , SHE!UNGHAM HOUSE, LONDON, N. W. 1. 

10/ - each offered for GEMS 805 , 807 , 812 , 813 , 814 , 816 , 8 17 , 818 , 

822 , 826 , 828 , 829 , 831 , 841 , 842 , 844 , 845, 846 , 847 , 852 , 862 , 863 , 

866 , 951, 952 , 970 , 976 , 980 , 989 and 991. REASONABLE BINDING 

CONDITION. 
~ : CHARLES VAN RENEN, .!lQ!..jQ, UITENRAGE, SOOTH AFRICA, 

WANTED: ROBIN HOOD. Any Aldine Robin Hood Library or any cop i es of 

Boys • Friend Lib rary dealing with Robin Hood or any unusual material 

on Robin Hood , 
STRATFORD TREVERS, 45a, BELL STREET, REIGATE. 
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NEWS OF THE CLUBS 
AUSTRALIA 

A really gala occasion was celebrated on Wednesday , Sept ember 15th 

when members gathered to meet a most welcome visitor from England. 
Guest of honour was Mr. Ray Leckenby, son of our revered founder and 

it was with pleasure that the secretary bade him welcome on behalf of 

all the Australian collectors . 
To give a pleasant begiMing to the meeting , Don Harkness pr o­

duced the prints taken of the July meeting at Cahill's Rest aurant . 
As usual we linked hands with our fellow enthusiasts here and 

overseas via their lett ers and a stimulating hour was spent discussing 

the interesting points touched upon by Bill Gander , Jack Murtagh , 

Harry Curtis, Arthur Holland and Ron Hodgson. 
A copy of the reprint of Magnet No. 1 rece ived by Air Mail , formed 

anothe r highlight of the evening ' s entertainment as members debated its 

impact upon the present and future collecting market . General con­
sensus of opinion was that the production far exceeded all expectations 

and members expressed the hope that this long awaited event will prove 

to be the forerunner of simila r excellent productions of No. 1 in other 

fields. 
The remainder of the evening was spe nt talking with Mr, Ray 

Leckenby who had settled into the hobby circle as though he had known 

us all for years , So, it was a very relaxed and sincere ly interested 
ci r cle of collectors who recalled their contac ts and long friendships 

with Herbert Leckenby to whom we all owe a debt of great magnitude, a 

debt which we can never hope to repay for there is no currency which 
can equal the devotion and generosity Herbert brought to his friend ­
ships and also to the hobby, Ray was pleased to give us some intimat e 

glimpses of his father and members enjoyed this colourful travel talk 

which took them wandering through "The Shambles" and the environs of 
York wher ein the in1mi table C ,D, was born, 

Kr. Leckenby plans to live permanently in Australia , and we were 

extremely pleased to be able to welcome him to our circle and we trust 

that the evidence of our enthusiasm and our appre ciation of his 
father ' s inestimable contribution to our present enjoyment of our hobby 

will be one more fac t or to increase his al ready favourable impression 

of our country . B. PATE Hon. Secretary . 
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Meeting held 28th September , 1%5 . 
Nine members were present and the programme was quite informal , 

but several members provided items to enliven the proceedings . I van 

llebs ter , our chairman , presented each member with a copy of Magnet 

No. 1 . This sparked off a discussion as to whether the souvenir 

copies wer e exact in every detail with the or i ginal . Jack Corbe t t 

thought so me advertisements were missed out , but BIJ:f collector could 

easily check this if he possessed a genuine No. 1 • 

A!3 Tom Por t er was absent Ivan llebster provided the Anniversary 

number and collector's piece fo r th e month. These were Magnet No. 

920 for Sept . 28 th , 1935 "Fishy ' s Hair-raising Stunt , " and Gem No. 1 

"The Gathering of the Clans " published Feb . 15th , 19C8. 

The acting secretary provided an unusual quiz , "Who said it?" 

Extracts of conversation taken from the Hamilton stor ie s were read out 

and members had to writ e down the name of the speaker by recognizill8 

the characteristic idiom of his remarks. Ted Davey was the winner 

and was presented with a Boys • Friend Library - a Rio Kid Story . 

Jack Corbett showed the meeting a number of letters he had 

received in answer to his recen t advertisement for Old Boys' Books . 

While moat of them were quite reasonable, these letters showed very 

clearly that there is a fringe element in our hobby who regard 

collectors as a set of gullible boobs who will pay anything for books 

they want . 
Jack Corbett went on. to give us one of his amusill8 quizzes based 

on puns . This re a lly got members laughing . A typical example of 

the kind of question was : A monk of olden time s who lived at Grey ­

friars was punished for his misdeeds by being boiled in oil . llhat 

was wrong wi.. th his ?,Ulishment? Jack • s answer was "Be should have 

been fri ed , as he was a friar ." 
The evening's entertainment was concluded by a r eading from the • 

acting secretary taken from "The Hero of Sparshott ," by Frank Richards . 

The Spar shott Series, a series of little books published at 1/- each 

immediately after th e war have rec eived scant attention from those who 

delight in the works of Charles Hamil ton, but in the opinion of your 

corresponden t they are little masterpieces in the ir way . 

J . F. BELLFIELD 

Corresponden t . 
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NORTIIERN 

Meeting held on 9th October , 1'l6~. 
There was a g0od attendance for our October meeting , and 

Chairman , Geoffrey Wilde , had a special word of welcome for a new 
member, Alan Barker , of Keighley . 

Formal business having been got out of the way, Gerry Alli son 
gave us the month ' s correspondence , which included a let t er from the 
Mayfair Press stating that they would publish no more Annada books of 
Greyfriars stories , as the Fleet way Press were themselves going to 
publish them in a new form of Magnet . Thus , after many of us have 
been agitating for years trying to ge t Greyfriars into print again , 
two firms start publ ishing the stories simultaneously and queer each 
other ' s pitch ! I t i s indeed a strange state of af fair s . 

Our art i st member, Alf Hanson, s~nt us one of his drawings - an 
excellen t ill ust r a tion of a Greyfriars scene , to be offered as a 
prize , this mont h ' s meeting being a special ' quiz ' night . 

There was also the good news that a classic Blake story , by 
Pierre Quiroule, is to appear shortly in the S.B.L. - a reprint of 
one of the many fine yarns that delighted Blake fans in the old days 
- to be f ollowed by many others , we hope . 

Very shortly P. G. Wodehouse celeb r ates his 84th birthday , and 
members signed a bi rt hday card to be sent to him . 

The fi r s t quiz was a Greyfriars one , based on the recently -
published ' Greyfriars Prospectus.' Alan Barker , getting off to a 
good start, won this one . Next was a Rookwood Quiz , Frank Hancock 
being the winner thi s time . Then followed an 'odd one out' quiz on 
various subjects for which several members tied . A bre ak for refresh ­
ments, and then the fourth quiz , which was based on the names of Sexton 
Blake autho r s , won by Gerry Allison . Finally , poetry took the stage , 
and we had to supply the missing line in a verse , and also write the 
last line of a limerick . This proved rathe r confusing , but the 

•resul t s were hilari ous. 
Gerry Allison had kept the overall score , and the final winner 

was Ron Hodgson. The meeting terminated at 9.30 p.m. 

F . HANCOCK, Bon. Sec . 

Next meeting , Saturday , 13th November. 

r 
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MERSEYSIDE 

10th October , 1965 . 
This , the A.C.M. , was certainly a splendid meeting . With the 

exce ption of Bert Hamblett , unavoidably absent , e very member turned 

up , in cluding Bill Greenwood , who had been unable t o ge t along for 

some tim e , and Frank Case, to whom a wann wel come was exte nded . 

The chairman , Bill Windsor , dealt first with the busines s side , 

and in th is re spec t everything was found satisfactory. A re vision of 

lib rary charges was approved , and it was also decided to dispense with 

the usual method of paying subscriptions monthly, in favour of a 

comprehensive annual subscription. This has the advantage of elim.i -

na ting unnecessary book-k eepi ng , and th e accumulation of arrears 

entailed by non-attendances . 
A varied number of topics wer e introduced by Bill , i ncluding the 

re - issue of the No. 1 Magnet , which has given such pleasur e to all , 

and thanks wer e expressed by John Farr ell , heartily endorsed by all 

present, to Frank Umtln on the re-introduction of the "Foghorn . " 

Needless to say , with such a full attendance , there was much discussion 

taking place , and Ji m Walsh , reading some vecy ear l y meeting reports , 

gave some of th e older members scope to indulge in re collections , 

amusing anJ. otherwise , of our pionee r days at our fir st rend e zvous , 

Waterloo House . 
Followin g refreshments came a quiz subm.i t t ed by Frank Unwin ; 

this was most entertaining inasmuch a s it took the form of a te st of 

general knowledge of Merseyside lore , and a complete change fran the 

usual hobby type of contest. The winner , Ja ck Morgan, was re s ponsiblE 

for putting the Lee- ite s further ahead; they now lea d the Hamiltonian, 

by eight point s to four , and the latter will have to pull th ei r socks 

up over the next few months . 
Des pi t e the full programme the meeting ended promptly at nine 

o'cl ock ; undoubtedly tho best get - to gethe r for a long time , and we 

look forward to a repe at on 14th November at th e usual time : don ' t be 

late ! 
FRANK CASE 

Note : Owing to the resignation of Norman Pragne ll , wi ll club 

sec retarie s and others please address communications to : 

II. Windsor , 33 Sef t on Road , Liverpool , 21 • 
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The October meetill8 was held at the home of Reuben and !!rs . 

God.save in Leytonstone . A nice autumn afternoo~ and a good attenda.nce 
of a score. 

After the usual preliminaries, Roger Jenkins , Hamiltonian 
lib r arian gave an exce l lent report on progress of his section of the 
club library. The club recorded its appreciation of the generous 
gifts to the Hamiltonian library by Dr. Davan Neill , the Rev. A, G. 
Pound and Tom Porte r . 

In the unavoidable abs ence of the Nelson Lee librarian , Bob Blythe, 
that other eminent Leei te , our host , Reuben God.save, gave the report on 
the progress of this section of the library. And a very good report 
i t was. 

Len Packman gave an account of the progress of the Sexton Blake 
catalogue. The master copy was finished and the cover drawing amended 
by Ray Norton. Now it only r emains for the duplicatill8 and printill8 • 
It will probably be !"blished early in the New year . 

Laurie Sutton's quiz was won by Josie Peckman. Don Webster was 
second and Nicholas Bennett was third. 

Len Packman I e Xmas Titles Quiz was won by Nich olas Bennett followed 
by Laurie Sut ton in second place and Ben Whiter third. 

The hoot conducted an Eliminator qui z and here Len Packman was 
first. Reuben's crossword caused great amusement and nearly everyone 
had the correct solution. 

The Leeds club Roolcvood quiz was von by Don Webster . Brian 
Doyle read the rev iew of "Prospec tus ," "Bunter 's Last Fling" and "Magnet" 
number reprint from an issue of "The Times" literary suppl ement. 

A good meetill8 which was greatly enjoyed by B. A. Staples of 
Loughton, Essex, who vaa :making hi s first attendance . 

Next meeting at 40, Ellesmere Rood, Doll is Hill , London, N.W. 10, 
on Sunday, November 21st . Kindly inform host, Bob Blythe , if intendill8 
to be present . 

U!ICLE BENJAMIN. 

"MN smIES. • Roger Jenkins magnificent article in 

COLIB'.:'l'ORS' DIGEST ANNUAL FOR 1965. 

* •• 
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SEXTON BLAKE REVIEW 

THE SNIPER ( 3/ 6 ) Ri char d Willi ams 

Had the picture at the back of the book been used fo r the front 

cover i t woul d have been more appropria t e , for the illus tr ation of the 

good - looking girl , whilst giving some idea of what the sto r y is abo u t , 

st r ikes a false note . Actually , this is a detec t ive story without a 

feminine charac t er , apar t f rom an over-p lump flowe r seller , who meet s 

a sticky end at the hands of The Sniper . 

Who is The Sniper? I do not think his identity will pr ove very 

puzz li ng to the disc e rning r eade r , due to the fact t het the autho r hes 

not introduced any characte r s capable of drawing suspicion f rom him . 

On the f ace of it , t he Snipe r could onl y have been .Tames Ever ard 

Neils on . This was apparent to everybody - bar our selves , of course ; 

f or, had Neilson been the killer , there would have been no poin t to 

the story whatever , and it would never have been written . Neilson 

was a quick - te mpered , aggr e ssive t ::pe , whose demeanour l e f t him wide 

open to suspic i on of the major c r ime . Bl ake had been his commanding 

officer during the war, lmew him for a brave soldier, and respec ted 

him . It was Blake who had ta ugh t him t o shoot - to kill. Fee l ing 

himself in some measure to blame for Neil s on 1 s pred i cament , he takes 

up the cudgels on th e unfortuna t e man' s behelf . 

An ol d friend - Coutts of the Yard - plays a pa r t ; but is a 

lustreless figure here by comparison to the bristling , dynamic 

character created by R. II. Graydon way beck in 1916. There is some-

t hing of the ol d- time fl avour a bout th i s novel , which will a ppeal to 

older readers. Despite t he rather too obvious ending , I enjoyed i t 

es a thoroughly well - written and worthy addition to the Lib rary . 

Walter Webb 

FOR SALE: CAPTAIN, Vol s . 1- 17 and Vols. 13, 25 and 33 - 5/- each . 

BOYS' FRIEND FOOTBALL and SPORTS 42- 120 in 4 volumes £.6. 6 IIARVE:Ul 

2/6 each . All plus postage. 

~: Diamond and Nugget Li bs . 

W. H. CLOUGH, 3 FONTHI LL GROVE, SALE, CIIESHIRE. 

ANOTHER LONG COMPLETE STORY OF SLADE. "Mr. Buddle Meets the 

Magnet ." In COLUX:TORS' DI GEST ANNUAL FOR 1965 . 
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(In t eresting items from the 
Editor ' s le tter- bag) 

The Postman Called 
O. II. \IADIIAII (Nev Zealand) : Seems a pity that the DU111ber and date 
of the Modern Boy shown on the cover of September C.D. cannot be 

deciphered . I hsve a copy of Modern Boy for Sept. 11th 1937, and I 

should think the one shovn would be in the 1930 period , too, for both 
are priced at twopence . Real ac t ion stories were a feature of Modern 

Boy. There are 5 of them in my copy , plus a back-pege picture strip , 
starring \lilliam Boyd, film s tar . At least Modern Boy had a longer 

life than the Popular , even if it did follow in the same "scrappy" 
t ype of story presentation . 

(Modern Boy vas always 2d. It r an from 1928 till 1939, el even years . 

The Popular star ted as the Penny Popular in 1912 , and , wit h a sho rt 
break toward s the end of the first world war, ran until 1931 - about 

18 years . There was not much similarity between Modern Boy, which 
was ahead of its t i me in presen t ation , and the Pop which was mainly 
a reprint paper . Our picture showed M.B. No. 222, dated May 

1932. - ED. ) 

JORN UPl'ON (Southend -o n-Sea) ; \lhat a joy Collectors ' Digest is these 

days! Bet ter than ever , and wor thiJ..y reproduced by the Lytho process . 

More power to i t s , an:l your , elbo w! 

ALAN STE\IART (London) : I do like "Danny' s Diary ." Makes me feel 
quite nostalgic . llell do I remember "The Clutching Hand," I suppose 

Danny hsd his dates right re "The Clutching Hand." I real ise I must 

hsve been 5 years old when I saw it. Perhaps I was old for my years . 

I was in &linburgh at the time and I remember my brothe r and I wended 

our wa3 each Saturday to the cinema - admission was one penny or -
wait for it - an e::ipty jam jar . I can see my mother now, sc raping 
out th e jam into some receptacle . (Bunter would hsve been useful 
then . ) The jar was made of earthenware so probably had some value . 

Happy days ! 

(Danny's critic iSIDS of the stories he read long ago are probabJ..y 
immature . But we can be quite conf ident that the dates he entered 

for specia l events am fo r the pictures he saw are accurate . He 
certainly saw the start of the "Exploits of Elaine " ser ial towards 

the end of October 1915, near London. It is likely , however , tha t 
the aerial was playing cinemaa up and dovn the country for at leas t 
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a year after its i .nitial release date . -ED. ) 

PATRICK CREIGHAN (Eire) : My main interest is in the old comics , but 

these are harder and harder to come by . There is only one person 

who is able "to go to town" on an article about comics aOO. that is 

ll . 0. C. Lofts . Congratulations on the fine appearance of the Digest 

during this year . For a magazine of its type , it outclasses many 

professional journals . 

(No doubt Mr. Lofts will be spotlighting the comics 888in ere long . 
- ED. ) 

\/ALTER WEBB (Birmingham): Your remarks r e the dilatory distribution 

of the S .B.L •. are justified . Even in a big _city like Birmingham 

they are difficult to obtain , I am still awaiting the October issu es 

from my newsagent. He tells me he has run g up ll . H. Smith ' s no less 

than four times already . The attitude of their employees seems to 

be of the 11couldn ' t care less" variety, all too prevalent in these 

times , I fear . 

(And our own experience. A c opy of each October issue arrived on 

the 12th . Sin ce then , up till the 19.th , there has been no s ign of 

the Qalance of the order . And, up till this date , Bentall 's of 

Kingston, usually able to fill t he gsp , had received no copies at 

all . - ED. ) 

H. Cl!APl!AN (Barton - on- Humber) : E. S . Turner, in "Boys \/i ll Be Boys , " 

states : "The St . Frank ' s boys were still around in 1939 , drilling 

in uniform and getting re ady for a smack at Hitler . " Can any reader 

throw light on th is? I am of the opinion that the last new St . 

Frank ' s story was published about 1935 , and I do not remember any 

mention of Hitler or the coming war. Can some reader fortunate 

enough to possess the stories write an ar ti cle on the series featuring 

Eileen Dare , Nelson Lee's lady assi s tant? 

J. LENNARD (liinsford) : 
if there were no C,D, 

It would be an empty world for we over-60 ' s 

"AN APPRECIATION OF JOHN ll!IEl/AY" by Frank Vernon Lay . 

Don' t miss it in COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL FOR 1965 , 
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THESE STORIES STAND OUT 

By S. Gordon Svan 

* **** **** 

Some splendid stories appeared in the trio of boys ' papers -

The Boys' Friend , The Herald and the Realm - in the early part of the 

cen tury . Three of the o:ost memorable ran as serials in the Boys' 
Realm during 1904- 5 and are still worth reading . in this day and age . 

The first of these is "Not Guilty , " by Henry St . John . This is 

a prison story , an e scape story and a mµrder mystery all i n one. 
There must be enough material in it to t'u.rn.ish the substance of two or 

three modern thrillers , and the suspense is maintained to the end , 

when the real murderer is r evealed . llell -written , as might be 

expected from the author , it seems to be more of adult t han juvenile 

appeal , a r<!lllllrk that could be applied to seve r al alleged boys ' 

stories of this period. 
Second on the list is "A Lancashire Lad, " and the rather trite 

title is no indication of the calibre of the story , David Goodwin 

vrote it , and al t hou&h 11\Y own preference is for his sea stories , I 

think thi s particular yarn stands out as his finest effo:rt . It deals 

with a mysterious crook known as the Spider who is out to wreak havoc 

and destruction in a mill to wn. There is nothing old - fashioned in 

the style , which carries the story on at a r apid pace from incident 
to incident . 11hat lends an extra thrill to the narrative is that 

the criminal has an unsuspected dual identity, a feature which must 

have been a novelty in those days of rather •obviou s villains . Readers 

of a later generation versed in the ingenuities of F.clgar Wallace and 

Agatha Christie would no doubt penetrate this deception before the 

story ends , but at the time it must have been something of an 

iru1ovation . 
In passing , was it coincidence that , thirty years later , Lester 

Bids ton wrote a Sexton Blake yarn , "The Mill of Fear , 11 in which a 

crook called the Spider was sabotaging cotton mills? 
The third and , perhaps , the most remarkable of these three 

stories is "A Boy's Cross Roads , 11 which purports to describe the boy­

hood of Charles Peace . It seems to be purely fictional , as the 

early scenes are laid in Hampshire, whereas from other sources one 

gathe rs thst Peace spent his formati ve years in the North of England . 

However, I am open to correction on this poin t . Nevertheless , fact 



Page 31 

or fiction, this is a fascinating and powerf'Ul story , and one in 

which the interest never fl"88 from start to finish . The inventive 

faculty of the author is something to arouse admiration in that the 

narrative holds a sustained level ~out . There are no falter­

ings of the pen , no dull interludes, and this is noteworthy in a 

atory that provides about nine hours~! 
From the early instalments the tale appears to be by an anony­

mous writ er , but to later chapte rs the name of Ernest Treetin is 

append ed , and one 1e glad that the authorship did not remain in 

obscurity. 
Each of these etories ie, in its vay, a tolll'-de-force, and I 

count it as a privUege that, in obtaining some old vol~a of the 

Boye• Realm , I have been enabled to read the wori<: of three authors 

who are no longer vith us but vhoee literary .,.....tiona remain to 

give lustre to their names. 

• • • • * • • • • * * * • • • * • * * • * • • 

UllGIIITLY VAIITED: llagDete Noa. m and 850. 0.. 493 . £1 Mell 

offered for Sood copies , or liberal exchanges. 

BRIC P.iTIIII, EXCELSIOR IIJUSS, GROVE ROAD, .l!!!!!!!ll2!!• 

~ : Modern Bo;ra, Dreadnou,11,ta, Girls Crystals, School 

Friends (pre-var) . Details to: -

x I ELLIO'l"l'. ?9 ST. JAMES STREET. l!OOIIEJ PONDS. 
VICTCIIU, AUS'llULU. 

~ 
GF21S 123(), 1357, 1358, 1359, 1403, 1515, 1516, 1518, 1521. 

!IAGNETS 356, 638, 643, 649, 890, 918, 1034, 1296, 1546. Six 'Red' 
(minus coven ) . 

S .O.L. 193, 313, 331, 332, 334, 337, 340, 342, 345, 394 . 
VIJfl'ED ORGlil!TLY: DIXON 11.lVXE LIBS. 

McMAHON, 54. HOZim CRES., TANIIOCHSIDE, UDDIIIGSTON 



Pap 32 

URGENTLY VANTED: Magnet No, 52 , £2 offered for good copy • . 

ERIC FAYNE, l!XCl!LSICI! lllUSE, GROVE ROAD, ~-
FOR SALE: 50 odd DETEX:TIVE llEEKLY'S, 2 CIIUl!S AIINU~ , 12 volUMs 

LITl'LE FOUCS. The lot £11 (poet free). 

IIR. J . LENNARD, 24 SAXON CROSSV.lI, VINSFORD, ~ · 

~: IWl!liTS 1377, 1383, 1390, 1400, 1410, 1413, 1415. FIT tor 

BINDI~. 

11:lOR HOUSE, LANGLEY AVENUE, BINGLEY, ~· 

~: NEI.SOI LDS Second llew Seriee, 2/6 each, Poeta&e 

Jb;tra, 

- DXAII PIUGJIELL, 33 BRAE :mu!BT, LIVJll!POOL, 7. 

FOR SALB: Bo,-'s Own .lmmals, 1864/5 (2 plates al.aoing) 50/ - , 1aee,/9 

{6 plates mieeing) 45/-; Champion .lmmals 1949, 1952 (poor) 2/6 each; 

B07 1s Own Caapanion 1960 5/-; 53 copies B.O.P. llov . 1957.,.llarch 1962, £1, 

Caaeell' a Book Sports & Pastimes 1911 , £1 ; Every B07 His Own llechanic 

B. B. Janee (Caaeell 1922) 10/-. Pi.ret 4 Se:rton Blake (lla,y!lover 19651 

llint, 10/-. Plue postage. IIILLl!I!, 50 BILLSIDB GROVE, N, 14. 

TJIRILL..P.lCKED, BEART-VARMING - Brimming over with fine articles, atoriee 

and picturee traa the peat: 

COLLFL'TCl!S' DIGEST .IJINU.lL FCI! 1965 

Gerry illiaon contributes "THE EDITCI! 'S D!X:ISIOII VAS Pill.lL." S. Gordon 

Snn writes ".l G.lLAXI OF GIRLS." Otto llaurer gives U11 "THE BIOGIUPIIY 

OF ROL6llD cirrz.. Derek Smith tel.la UII all about "VALLY IWGIOHD - and 

CLOYIIB." .l d1ah to pt before a king. Scmething tor eve1'7bod7. 

COL!rraiS' DIGEST .IJINU.lL FOR 1965 

Edtted bJ Erle rl¥Tlt, Excel1lor Kou,e , Gron Rold, 8urb1ton, I WTty. 
'Ll~Ucat.td ~ Tort tklpllcattna len- lcH, 12a ftlt lhublt1, fort. 


