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\Vbtsp~rs r ro111 tb~ 
A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

The message of Christmas remains the same as 
always - peace on earth , goodwill to men. Christ­
mas is unchanging. But circumstances change -
and people change, The approac h to Christmas 
seems vastly di fferent to - day from what it was 
when Danny was a child - fifty yea rs ago - and 
even a good many years lat er than that. 

Christmas, long ago, r,,1as what we made it our-
selv ·es, and much of the joy of Christmas was in the making of it . I 
am ignoring the abject poverty which we kr1ow existed in the England 
of those times. That , at least, is something which is no l onger 
with us to-day - one of the changes for which we can be grate f ul . 

But most of us - probably all of us - had reasona bl y comfortable 
homes; where love and l aughter were present. Money may have been 
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s carce - ce rt a inly we d i d no t indulge in t he spend in g sp r ees which are 
inseparab l e from t h e pre - Christmas weeks nov1 - bu t we a l ways manag ed 
to have a merry Christmas - and a memor ab l e Chri s t mas . 

1-1ot her made her own mi nce mea t and her own pud di ngs and her ov1n 
le mon- cheese. The frui t had t o be pr epared . She ice d her own cak e . 
vle made mos t of our 01.;n paper -c ha i ns . If we l ived in the coun t ry , vie 
may have gone ou t to ga th er the logs for the Yule fi r e. We had a 
st ir at the puddi ng mix tur e, And ,.;hen Chris t mas came, 1ve pl ay ed the 
seasonable games and made our own music , fo r a lmost every h ome had a 
pian o or a gr amophon e . 

How dif f e rent now~ The· f ruit comes r eady prepa r ed. Th e minc e-
meat1 the le mon curd , even t he pudd i ngs , come r eady made. Th e e l ab -

r or ate decora t ions cost qui t e a l ot . A rad i a tor has replaced the fir e . 
A T"V. se t occu pi es t he cor ner where t he pi ano onc e st ood . Nowada ys 
v1e do not dream of doi ng much fo r our selves. 

The af t er Chris t mas ess ent ial vias th e visi t t o t he pan t o - pro b-
ably a pr ovi nc i a l or sub ur ban one , \'le ca n 't do t ha t nov1, for a ll th e 
music - hal l s a r e repl a ced by sup er mar ke t s . 

Yes, Chri s tmas ha s chang ed , even th ough much rema in s the s ame . 
vle can a t l ea st be t hankf ul tha t nobody ha s to wor k s o har d nowa days . 
And , even if we can f i nd a pan t o , i t is no l onger necessar y f or a per -
forme r t o have an y vo i ce or tal en t . Pr ovidi ng he c an g-ro an , whi ne , 
and vITi ggl e r ound a micro phone , he ,,.ril l win tumul tuous applaus e. 

Bu t wha t have we t o compla in ab out? I f t he modern v,orld t ends 
to l eave us co ld , ,,.e can a l ·ways win d ba ck t he Chri s t mases by digging 
i nt o s ome of t h e ol d pre - war Christ mas Numbers , and most of us wi ll do 
t ha t . I t I s good to be aliv e at Chris t mas tim e , even i n 1965. A 
Merr y , :Merry Chr istmas , everyb ody ! 
A HAPPY NEi•/ YEAR 

In the s e pr e- Chris tmas days we ten d t o l ook ba ck over t h e yea r 
.. whic h wil l s oon be pas s i ng int o memory . For t hose ass ocia t ed wi t h our 

c lan , 1965 ha s been a pret t y re mark able ye ar . vle have ha d th e r e turn 
of Sexto n Bl ake , the appe aranc e of s ome famou s Gr eyf r ia rs stori es in 

~ Armada , and th a t star t l i ng re- is sue of Magnet No. 1 . Collectors' 
Di ge st has gr oi.m in s t ature and inf lue nce as the mont hs have s wep t by . 
The numbers of our fr ien ds continu e t o i nc re as e , and our letter - ba g 
ge t s heavi er and heav i er . 

These le t t e rs which have arri ve d in t heir t housa nds durin g the 
yea:r have been heart - v1arming and movin g in t he affe c tio n for an d pri de 
i n t h e magazi ne whic h t hey disp l ay . My onl y dee p co nc er n is th a t i t 
is no t poss ib le to write in ans wer to everyo ne . These l e t t e r s shoul d 
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be answere d , but th e pressure of ·work i s so great tha t if t hey ·wer e 
all answered , t he monthly and t he Annual woul d never appear at all . 
I ca..~ only say t ha t ever y l et t er is keen l y appreciated and views ex­
pr essed ar e alwa ys cons i der ed . Please do not st op writ ing . My li fe 
1vould be infi ni t ely the poor er wit hout your l ette rs . 

Thi s yea r I t hi nk we have kept C.D. f ul l of pep . It wil l be our 
aim to make i t more succe ssf ul t han ever i n 1966, A happy and 
pr osper ous New Year t o al l my reade r s, 

YOUR FAVOURITE ANNlJAL 
I n conclu s io n, a fe w l ast wor ds on that hard y Annual , our Giant 

Year Book - Coll ect or s i Diges t Annual f or 1965 - whi ch wil l be fol lo ;.1-
ing on the heels of the Chr is t mas Number of t his magazine. 

I hope and be l i eve t ha t a l l of you 1vi ll vot e this , t he most 
re markab l e Annual i n t he 1vorld t o- day , vTell up t o t he standard of i t s 
pr edecess ors . It is packed f r om cover t o cover wi t h artic l es , s tor­
i es , and pic tur es to pla y a rea l Chris t mas car ol on t he s tri ngs of 
your hea r t . The f ol l owing, i n alphabe t i cal order , i s a li s t of th e 
contr i but ors t o this year ' s Annual : Der ek Adley , · Gerald Allis on, 
Rober t Bly t he , Charl es Churchi ll, Vi ct or Col by, Br ian Doyle , Eri c 
Fayne , R. J. Godsave, Frank Hancock, Roger M. Jenkins , Maurice Kut ner , 
F. Vernon Lay , W. 0. G. Lof t s , Ot t o Maurer , Leslie Rowley , D. R. 
Spie r s , J. R. Swan, S. Gordon Swan, Frank Shaw, Derek Smith , O. D. 
it/adham, Norman Wri ght, 

The advance orders are heavier than t hey have ever been befo r e 
for the Annual. I t is fa r t oo late for us t o arr ange to prin t any 
additiona l copies. If you have not alre adr orde r ed your copy (and 
or ders shoul d be accompanied by remittances) you may be r i ski ng 
disappointme nt~ YOUR EDITOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
LEONARD PACKMAN IN HOSPI TAL 

We regret to learn t ha t Mr. Leonard Packman, one of t he pi oneers 
in the f ormation of t he Old Boys ' Book Clubs and probably the grea t-
es t liv i ng expert on anything assoc i a t ed v1i t h Sext on Bl ake , is i n • 
hospi t al a t t he t ime of 1·Tri t i ng, awai ti ng a maj or oper a t io n, 

Digest re aders wi ll j oi n ·wi t h t he edi to r i al s t af f of C.D. in 
wi shing him a ver y speedy return t o per f ec t heal t h. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
WANTED: GEMS up t i l l No. 1379 then 1452, 1512, 1526, 1531. 
with pric e r equi r ed t o:-

LOFTS, 56, SHERINGHAM HOUSE, 
' . 

LONDON, N. vl. 1 

Write 
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P LA YB O X F O R CHR I S T M AS 

by C O MIC U S 

There r11ere f our of us - born at nea t ly space d in te rvals b et ween 
1 905 and 1917 . And s o, eve ry year f rom 191 0 t o 1928 one of us go t t he 
dear old PLAYBOX ANNUAL as a Chr ist mas pre s .ent . vle could have done 
wi t h one eac h - it was in su ch demand. . 

There has nev er bee n such a beau ti ful Annual f or chil dr en bef ore 
or since - 1-1e were indeed lu cky , Del i ghtfu l cov er s , super b gl os s y 
pape r, pri nt ed in di ff e re nt co lo ured i nks , weig hing nea r ly t hree 
poun ds , and containing 208 pages , i t was an Annual t o t r eas ure . Some 
of ours have en t er t ain ed t hree generations, and ar e still in good 
condi t i on ! 

Let us have a look at the cont ent so Firs t and forem os t , Tige r 
• Ti m - but more about him l ater . Do you remember The Furry Fl uffkins, 

t hough? Thei r exc i ti ng adven ture s i'fere mos tl y por t r ayed by S . J . 
Cash , but occas io na l ly the mast er cat - ar t ist , Louis Wain , woul d contr i­
bu t e. (See pag e 184, PLAYBOX 1914.) What a r af f is h l ot of fe l i ne s 
his wer e. They re mi nd one of those cat cri mina l s , frien ds of Macav i ty 
the Myst er y Ca t - "whos e 1-ricked deeds are wide ly kno1-m . I migh t men ­
tion Mungojer rie , I mi ght ment ion Gri dd l ebone. " 

"The Lit tle Spa rrov 1ki ns " 1-1ere drawn by Mabel F . Tay lor, i'fhose 
s trip column "Jun gl e J i nks " appear ed i n HOME CHAT o The Sparrow k ins 
·wer e a lv1ays in trou bl e , bu t usua l ly Dr . Rook ' s bo ys came t o the r escue . 

Quit e t he most un i que fea tur e i n PLAYBOX were the wooden dol l s , 
photographed ag a ins t 1-1eir d backgr ounds by Lou i s Robbi ns . They wer e 
il l us t r a t i ons f or the f unni est ve r se s I eve r re ad. We coul d r eci te 
t hem a ll - and the y rema i n in my memory s til l. I wi sh t h ere ·was space 
f or "An Unc i vi l War " whi ch b egan -

The r e 1·ras a roos t un c i vil 1var , 
I t hink it 1vas in te n nough t f our, 
I wi sh t o be prec ise. 
For 1,,1hen one I s wr i ting his t ory 
I t's be st t o have no myst ery , 
F or myste r y ' s not nic e . 

Dol l y Dimpl e aTJ.d Reggi e - tw·o ot her regul ar s - ,-fere a qua int 
coup l e . A la r ge mot he r c ro vr, 1vho ·wore a 1-1hi t e b onne t - a l way s appe ar ­
ed in t he ir adve ntu res , 1-1hi ch cove r ed f our pi ctur es , spr ead ove r a 
doub le pag e . 

Ther e wer e pic tures ever ywhere i i nc l udi ng many pages i n full 
c ol our. And 1,1hat su perb arti st s ! My fav ouri t e v1as P •• E o Ja cks on , 
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whom you may re member , drei;,r Bonnie Bluebel l in THE RAI NB011l. He - or 
she - had a magic brush - and hi s - or her - pr inces ses were out of 
t his wor l d . 

The ar t ist 11ho r eceive d t he most publ i ci ty r.1as H. R. Mi l l ar -
f amous f or hi s pic tur es in E. Nesbit ' s books , and other chi l dre n ' s 
cl assi cs . Ever y s t ory for ·whi ch he drew t he i l l us t r a ti ons ·was heade d 
'P ictu r es by H. R. Mill ar. ' See "The Princess of Babyl on" 1915, f or 
an amazing exampl e of hi s genius . 

Othe r f amous ar ti s t s 11ere Tom Browne - cr eator of \•Teary \'li lli e 
and Tir ed Tim, Hi l da Cov1ham, Mabel Lucie Att wel l , Ethel K. Burgess , 
w. Hea th Robins on, and always th e master of al l , Louis Wai n . 

To r e turn t o Tiger Tim. He and hi s fr i ends are re member ed bes t 
i n the dr a·wi ngs of H, S. Foxwel l . Before ·he to ok over, th e pi c t ures 
had been dr awn by S. J. Cash , M. C. Vei t ch, and their cre a to r, J . S. 
Baker . 

The Myst ery of Tiger Tim and th e Brui n Boys was e l ucida t ed in 
Col l ec to r s ' Dig est No. 193 by Bil l Lof ts , but per haps I can add a few 
details . No. 1 , PLAYBOX ANNUAL appear ed at Chri stmas 1908 , but was 
dated 1909 . Mrs. Hippo ·was the t eacher i n charg e of t he f amous 
Kinder gar t en . 

As st a t ed by Bi l l Lofts , t he char act ers als o appear ed in Arthur 
Mee ' s NEW CHILDREN' S ENCYCLOPAEDIA fo r 1910 . I poss ess a set of THE 
CHILDREN' S TREASURE-HOUSE, also edit ed by Art hur f-iee, and i n Volume 
IX, "The Bedt ime Book" the r e are over t hi rt y pages of "The Adventu r es 
of Tige r Tim and the Hippo Boys . " Ther e ar e many mor e charac ter s her e 
t han appear ed i n PLAYBOX. 

What puzzled us hovrever, 1·1hen we wer e chi l dren , ·was t he fr ont 
page of THE RAINBOW, v,hich vle t ook fro m i ts firs t appearance in 
Febru ar y 1914. There wer e al l t he boys , Tiger Tim, Jumbo, Jac ko , 
Bobby , Will i e , Geor gie , Joey , Fid o and Porkyboy, under t he contro l -
if you can ca l l i t that - of a Mrs . Brui n . 

We contin ued to be presented with PLAYBOX at Chri s t mas, and f ound 
Mrs. Hippo sti l l i n charge. However, in PLAYBOX ANNUJIJ, f or 1917 - page 
7 , A Nei;,1 Teacher ar ri ved . She was i ntr oduced to the boys by rtr s .Hippo 
who said "Thi s i s your new te acher , boys , " The ner.1 te acher was, of 
course the already very well - known Mrs. Bruin . After t ha t, Mrs. Hippo, 
disa ppear ed9 and now some of t he pictures in PLAYBOX ·were r epr i nted 
f r om RAINBOW. 

I have to buy Annuals f or two grand chi ldren this Chris t mas" If 
onl y I coul d give them PLAYBOX! 

* * * * * 

• 

• 
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DIARY 
It is a wonder we got any puddings this Chr i stmas. There has been an awful short­

age of dried fru i ts li lce currants , rais ins , and sult-a rias. Even my 11um can ' t ma.lee brick s 
wl.thou t straw - I mean puddings witho ut currants o Of course, we should have had j ust 
one pud in any case , for J1um always keeps one over from the previo us year , t h ough she 
might even have given tha t to Gran. 

However ~ Mr . Tonge, our grocer, came t o the rescue. He sent Mum a not e to say 
t hat he had round many pounds of dr i ed rru1 t at th e back of the dra wers where the dried 
fruit was always kepto Mum was able to buy enough for our puds and mincemea t . The 
fr ui t was a bit dried up , but it came up a ll r lghc afte r Mum h ad washed 1t and soaked 
i t. And the puds t as te d as l ovely as always, 

Very early in th e month Doug had the Chr istma s Double Number of the Union Jack . 
The very long Sexto n Blak e story was entitl ed II Fug1 tiv es of Justi ce" and 1 t featured 

Yvonne Cart ier and her brother . Doug liked 1t , but I round 1t a blt spongy when I 
sett led down to 1to 

I can't th ink what ' s coming over- a uthors . They see m to t hink that a whol e pile or 
desC'.r iptions or sportl.ng events makes a whole pile of s tories . Not long ago we had 
"Spor t smen All" in the Magnet wit h a long list of events between Gr eyfr 1ars . Rockwood? 
St . Ji m's and H ighc l 1ffe. Then we had 11The Remove Elev en on Tourn which was a long lis t 
of football match es o 

Now,thl s month , we have a Boys' F'ri end Library eni;!t led 11School and Sport., " They 
say its been vrritt en by F'rank Richai---ds and Martin Clifford in comb1natlons. It made my 
bre at h come in pants .. Not a vesteege of a p lot . Of cor se t s awt ult A long l ist , or 
sport !n g events between Greytri ar s t Roo1'wood~ St,. Ji m1 sr and Highcl i ffe. Oh, and Tom 
11erry boxed Bob Cherry • and Bob Chex-ry won. I wis h I could get my thr eepence back" 

S..ti l l , the Gem star te d off on an o:r!g1nal note . The f ir st s tory of th e month was 
11The Great. Sports Tournament ." It was a lo ng l ist or sporti:ig eYents between Gr eyfr1ar s, 
S.t o Ji .m's~ Rookwood and Highcliffe,, · Oh# a,, d Tom Merry boxed Bob Cherry and Tom Merry 
won. Oh, and the Head of St. J 1m1 s gave them all a holiday f r om lesson s for a week 
because an old boy had won a medal . As 1f any Headmaster ..,~ Co:rkst I've .sa1 ct tha t 
bef or e. The edit or i s a bit of a c:hea t . A l itt le while ago he gave us a tale called 
nMason ' s Las t Match 1

11 which sounded like a promise. But Mason is bacl< in the Spcr t s 
Tourn ament. I forge t why ·t he Heads of Greyfriars, Rookwood, and H1ghcl1 ff e gave their 
hol idays so their boys could take par t in all those Spor ts Tournaments . It couldn't 
all have been on account of th e old boy winn ing a med.al , Or per haps 1 t coul d •. 

By the next week, Martin c1 1r r0r-d had abandoned h is combinations , for the se cond 
stor-y was 11Redfern' s Barring-O ut" whi ch was !a1rlY good. Mr. Rat c l iff cut down on the 
boys ' f ood,. so th ey ordered a big meal at a re staurant and had th e b il l sent to Ratty. 

Arter all t hose Sports Tournaments , 11Tal bot ' s Rescue" came like a brea th of se a 
air . Th!s was gran d. Quite one of the bes t Gems I have ever read.. A new boy named 
Lorin g , whom Manners had met in Swit zerl and , came to St. Jim ' s . But i t wasn 1 t, really 
Lorin g . I t was a chap cal led Ecker , and , as a r esult of Manners• detect iv e work , Talb ot 
r escued Loring. Best ta le of the year . 

I wasn't so keen on "True Bl ue" in which a new tempor ary German mas t er came to St . 
J im's, In the end he wasn't r eall y a Germann but he spoke bro ken German becau se he 
t hought he wouldn ' t be acc epte d as a German master unless he did • . He wasn• t r eally a 
Her !" at al l . Ju st a mi ster . A bit t r ipey , th is one. 

l1y gran, who lives at Lay~ Marney in Es sex , sent me a post al order f or t lve 
shil l ings as a kind or pre-Chris tmas present. It was very thoughtful of her, for I was 
ab l e to buy some presents rer l1Um, Dad, and Doug,. I bought them at Woolworth's 3d and 



Page 8 

6d store, I also bought the Christmas Number of Merry and Bright which now has Harr y 
Tate and his son on the cover. They do f unny things with a motol"'"car. 

I had the Christmas Number of Chuckles, which was a double number costing a penny. 
There was a school st ory about Teddy Baxter of Claremont School called •True to His 
Colours.• Tom Merry& Co came Into this story which was quite neat . There ls a rather 
fantastic serial called "A Trip to the Stars• about a visl t to Mars by some men who have 
conquered space, Far-fetched, or course, but exciting, Bre ezy Ben and Dismal Dutchy 
had a Christmas adventure on the cover, and there was a page of pictures called Chuckles 
cinema by an artist named J. MacWilson, Also there was a runny story about Captain 
custard and his nephews, the Nibs , A very good Christmas Number for a penny. 

The editor or the Magnet says he has had 900 entries i n t he competition for writing 
stories of Greyrriars. I hope we are not going to get them In the next 900 issues of 
the Magnet, At any rate, the Magnet has been pretty good this month, 

First story was "Rebels of the Remove" which featured a newish boy in the Remove 
named Rake, I liked it, tho ugh there are far too many new boys turning up at both Grey­
rrtars and St 0 Jim's. Rake thou ght Harry Wharto n & Co •also ransp" and got up his own 
rootball team. Harry Wharton & Co, disguised as gi rls, played football against Rake and 
co - and beat them. Quite ru nny, but awful rot, really. 

An excellent Christmas Double Number of the Magnet, A very lo ng Greyfriars story 
was "Harry Wharton & Co' s Pan tomime," The Co helped a Mr. Montague Whiffles, whose car 
had broken down. Re was the producer of a pantomime at the Lantharn Theatre. So the Co 
he lp ed him by appearing in his pantomime, and went into 11digs " during their vacation, 
Frank Nugent fell in love with Conchita, t he leading l ady, until she bro ught him to his 
sense by admitti ng to him that she was rea ll y an el der l y woman or 37, and not sweet 17 
as he had thought, 

The Magnet gave the words and musi c of a song called 11Rally Round," with nrusic by 
Frank Witty and words by G. R. Sallltlays. The ed i tor s ays it will be sung by soldiers at 
the front and all over the country . Some songl If 1 t is, we shall lose the war. 

The double number also had a ki nd of school prospectus of Greytriars given loose, 
wi th par t i culars of the staff and a lot of t he chief characters. Qu ite neat. And a new 
serial called •Rubles of Sheba by 8dwin Woolin - but I seldom read serials, 

Next week, ''Bunter the Masher.• Not so bad. but not really a very nice story. 
Bunter was blackmailing Marjorie Hazel dene by preten ding that he had lent money to her 
brother Peter. 

I wasn·' t very keen on "The Bounder -' s Relapse.• They th ought that Vernon~mith had 
returned to his naughty ways, but he was really typing out a story !or the mother of an 
author who had been sent t o the front before he could satisfy his publisher s . So ended 
1915 in t he good old Magnet. 

I have the Greyfriars Herald every week , and I l ik e it very l!Rlch, Some of the short 
s tor i es are very good, but I especially lik e the Herl ock Sholmes tales. This month's 
Sholmes stories have been 11The Bound or the Haskerv i lles," • The Freckled Hand," "The Sig n 
of Forty-Four ,1' and ·•Th e Death of Shol mes." But I can 1 t get on very well with the serial 
"The Prl de of the Ring," which ls supposed t o be written by Mark Linley. 

Some time early in December Dad told us to decide what show in London we wanted him 
to tal<e us to on New Year• s Eve. We had to make up our min ds early for it was necessar y 
ror him to book in advance, for t he London t heatres are very pac ked with people nowadays . 

Doug~ •Hh.o is inclined to be a bit pompoose, sa id: " Let 's leave it to the kid" 
(meaning me} •ror Chris tmas time is the kids' t illEo" 

They all thought I would choose a pan t omime, and, of course, I did think about it. 
There was •Puss in Boots• at Drury Lane, starr !ng George Graves, W 111 Evans. and Florence 
Smit hson • I think Will Evans is the man who plays •Pimple" in the cinema English comic 
C ilms . 

But I ruled out •Puss in Bootso 11 There was • Babes in the Wood" at the Alc!Wych , 
with Cressie Leonard and Johnnie Schofield as the adult stars, but somehow that didn't 

• 

• 
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appeal much. 

There was "Cind ere l la " at the London Palladium , with Dais y Burrell as Cinderella 
and Norah Delany as the Prince. But I sur-pr lsed them al l . I plumped no t to go to a 
panto a t all this year, but t o go to the revue "Jo yland" a t the London Hippodrome. I wil l 
tack on a bi t more about this lovely show at the end or my diary for 1915, 

There l.s a new seria l ca lle d "A Tale of Twelve Cities" by Maurice Everard in the 
Boys ' Fr ie nd. So rar , I haven't read any of it . 

The first Rookwood story of the month was the fi nal one about J illl!W' s uncle P John 
Si lver. It was called "His Last Charice,11 and in the end he joined the army. The arll\Y 
seems to cover a multi tude of sinners . 

Second story or the month was nJ !mny Silver ' s Guest ." The guest was Billy Bunter . 
A scream all through . 

The Chr·!stmas Double Number of the B.F. was mighty. A lovely huge colo ured cove r , 
on art paper , by R. J. Hacdonald. The Rookwood t.ale was very lo ng - · 15 chapters - but 
not very Christmassy. It was called "The Rookwood Raidersp 11 and was all about rivalry 
w1 th Bagshot. A good story , though not restive enough for the con st ipati on of the seaso n • 

Last tale of the month , to end 1915, was "Dishing the Dandyn in which Flynn took up 
betti ng under the inf luence or Smythe and his set . Excellent Rookwood tale , 

It is only seven months since th at t err ib le train smash at Gretna Green . Now there 
has been another dreadf ul mult iple crash. It ha s occurred at St. Bede's jun ction betwee n 
Newcastle and South Sh ields . A passenger train ran into a banking engineo early one 
December morning , Both engines toppled down an emba'lkment . Almost immediatelY another 
t rain ran i nto the wrecked carrl .ages le ft on the line, The passen ger train was gas-lit• 
and fi re broke out at once. 18 passengers were killed, and 81 inj ured , 

The day before, there had been anoth er tra in crash , this time at New Cross l'!hen a 
fast train ran, 1nto a stationary one. 20 people were injured . 

We have seen some good r11ms this month. 11The Exploits of Elaine" is st i ll going 
str-ong . I thought it was to be in ten epis odes, but I see it will run for fourteen, We 
Sffi'I Mary Pickford in 11Cinderella" during Christmas weekp and it was a nice picture. 

Earlier we saw Lewis Waller and Madge Ti therage in 11Br1gadier Gera."'d" by Conan Doyle. 
There was also "Charlie at the Bank. 11 Outside our Gem Cinema the re was thls notice: 

"Charlie at the Bank 
Is here with all his swank. 
He takes deposits large and small­
You bet your life he keeps them all. 11 

A very big film, Gabrielle D'Annuzlo's 11Cabi ri a" was on for a whole week 0 and it was 
accompanied by a huge orchestra of 20 players , It is a Bible story, and they say it was 
on in a New York ci nema for a year • 

Other times we saw Elsie Janis in 11The Caprices of Kitty;n Henry Ainley i n "J elfs; 11 

Blanche Sweet i n "Stolen Good;" Marguerite Fischer in HThe Lonesome Heart ,11 and a very 
thrilling one called "The Juggerna ut" which showed a terrific train crashc There was 
also 11 Chip off the Block," performed entirely by children and one boy gave what was 
supposed to be a wonderful imitation or Charlie Chapli n, I get rather sick of Chaplin 
imitators. Imitations are nothing like so good as the real thing. 

Then , on the last daY of t...'l.e old year, we went to see the Albert de Courville revu11 
"Joyland," at the London Hippodrome . It was glorio us. There were some lovely tunes, 
written by Herman Darewski. Harry Tate was i n the Revue. As I mentio ned earlier , he is 
now on the rro nt page or Merry and Bright , The leading lMY was Shirle y Kel lo gg. But 
the most str!k1ng of all was Bertram Wallis v'blc sang a lovely song called nour Own Dear 
Flag," backed by a cr owd of banner-bearers and drummers. Then a huge Union J ack. swept 
right across the ent ire theatre, It was quite breath-taking. 

Happy New Year, dear Mum~ Dad, and Dougc Let •s hope we soon have Peace again . ----------- - ------ - ------ ------- ---- - -- ----- -NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS AND ADVERTISE;RS: Owing to the Christnas Holidays we shall be going 
to press se'Veral aats i!arlier than ustial in December in order to avoid much delaY in 
January publication. We cannot guara ntee that any i !e ms received arter December 15th can 
aqpear in our J anuar:v issue. 
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BLAKIANA 
Conduct ed by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN 

27 
1 

Archda l e Road , East Dul v,ic h , London, S .E . 22 

HOvl SEXTON BLAKE PREPARED FOR CHRI STt,iAS --
(but qui te a lo ng time ago~ 

It 1·1as a busy day a t Baker St reet ; busy i n t he sense that t he 
period of the year had once more come rou nd when Sexto n Blake and 
Tinke r endeavoured to some extent to re member in al l parts of the 
gl obe the host of friends which made a formid able li st v1hen t he 
f es t i ve seas on came. 

I n some cases val uable gifts had t o be wr apped and addres sed ; in 
ot her s , books, mementoes, bric - a-b rac, and ·what not , were to go on 
thei r l ong journ ey to di stan t clim es ; and in other s engraved cards 
bea ri ng Blake ' s season al salutations ivere t o be directed. 

The consultin g- room l ooked far more l ik e a Chri s tmas bazaar than 
t he bus i ness room of t he vTorld' s grea t est cr imi nolo gis t . Blake 's desk , 
Tinker 's table , t he old ga te-l egged cen t re table, the floor , and th e 
window- seat ,.,ere pil ed •,rith a var ie t y of presents, car ds , papers, 
r ibbons , and tvrine, 

All day th ey had been at it , and the pr·ese nt confusio n 1,1as only 
a par t of the chaos whic h had exis ted at Baker Street f or r,reeks past . 
I t 1.,as some t ime now s ince t he packages for the South Sea Islands , 
Austra la sia , New Zeal and, and China had been sent. A lit tl e la ter 
India , South America , and South Africa had been got of f. Then had 
f ollo v,ed parce ls and cards to the United St a tes , Egypt , I ta ly, Franc e , 
Spai n, Portug al , and t he nort hern coast of Africa. And on t he pr esent 
occasi on th ey v,ere attend i ng t o the las t Canadian post , parcels f or 
t he Nor th of Scotland, I reland, and a fe w names f or more distant 
places whi ch had missed th e f ir st rush" 

Christmas 1,1as a serious event at Baker Street. From early in 
December gifts and cards and se as onable let ter s began to pour in to 
Baker St re et , f or t here could be f ew men with a vaster ci rcle of 
friends and acquaint ances than Sexton Blak e . 

Nor v1as he the sort of man to pass th e seas on by vii t h a shrug, 
For all the seriousnes s of his nature , Blake delighted in the honour ­
ing of the great festive day, and it was a deep and abid ing joy with 
him to s t art off on t heir l ong jour neys the packages ·which woul d mean 
his gi f ts of goodwil l and remembrance to every quarter of the gl obe. 

.. 

.. 
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But perh aps the keenest joy of t he whole season v1as on Chris t mas 
Eve , when he and Tinker and usu al l y one or t wo very intimate fri ends , 
r epai r ed to th e East End, la den with baskets of well -coo ked food , and 
money, for the really deserv i ng poor , and highl y col our ed gi fts f or 
th e children 1-1ho svrarm in those la byr inths , and to whom Christmas 
usua l ly means nothing . 

And so whole-heartedly ·was Blake accust omed to throw himsel f into 
t he joy of it all that for three weeks bef or e th e great day he en­
dea vour ed to avoi d as far as possi bl e every sugges ti on of busi ness. 

Therefore , it is not t o be wondere d at t ha t one st ormy nigh t abou t 
a week before Christmas , when he and Tinker \vere work in g l ike Trojans 
t ying up parcels and addressi ng t hem, a loud summons a t the s tr ee t 
door brought a f r ovm of annoyance t o Blake' s f ace. 

"Now I wonder v,hat that means , 11 he said , as he snippe d off a 
l ength of t wine , "I hope , Tinker , i t i s not a bus iness call." . 

(Not a grea t piece of writing - but pleasant l y nost algi c . Yes , 
quite a l ong time ago . ) ___ ___ ,, ____ _ 

ANTHONY SKENE By "\I/. 0. G. Lof ts 

"My namesake ANTHONY JUAN SKENE seems to be get ting wel l in wit h 
t he T.V. people, which is more th an I can do, try as I may; but at my 
t ime of l ife - - I am 81 -- i t is l ess easy to i nvent, to cre at e . Sti ll 
I keep knocking at th eir door" - t hus \?rot e to me the v1ell known 
cre ato r of Zenith t he Albin o, who pi tte d his wit s for so l ong against 
Sexton Blake. 

Late r s ti l l M.1'.'. Skene wrote "The pl ay whi ch 1vas si gned G. Norman 
Philips was by me. I was f orbidd en to use t he name of ANTHONY SKENE 
bec ause another writer had al re ady done so in connectio n wit h th e B.B.C. 
For all I know ANTHONY SKENE may b·e hi s. real name. I hav e never used 
t he name of DUDLEY HOYS*in any form , and don I t know t he \'1r i ter a t all -
thou gh t he name seems a good one for a nom- de-plume for a vrri t er . 

Thi s I hope cle ars up the mystery of th e recent cont ro versy over 
th e B .B. C. and T, V. writer s using the name ANTHONY Ju an SKENE - and I 
see no ear thl y re ason ·why one should not accept his \'lord on t he matte r. 
I have w:ri tt en to ANTHONY JUAN SKENE c/ o the B .B. C. but have ha d n o 
reply so cannot say whether this gentle man' s name is a nom-de - plume or 
not. I n cl osin g t he subject - readers mus t r emember t ha t the re have 
been hundred s of famous people (or a t least in the publ i c eye) with 
si mil ar names, I know f or years I thought t ha t Harry Corbett "Ste pto e 
Ju nio r" 1·ras th e same man who pulled th e strings for "Soot y" until I 
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sa1111 the l atter on a chil dren ' s programme. 
Anthony Skene was firs t cont ac te d by a former member of the 

Sexton Bl ake Circle many year s ago, but in writin g t o rirr. Skene , now 
l ivi ng in a cott age on th e I sle of Wight, I t hought I woul d try and 
get a fev, more detai l s about hi s own career not reve aled before . 

"As a boy" said Mr. Skene , 11I only had t111ropence a ·week pocket 
money - and t hat a t 13 and 14! This all went on THE UNION JACK; 
PLUCK; SURPRISE; and MARVEL - all td each in th ose days . I al vrays had 
as a Xmas present a volume of the B.O. P. every year. I be lon ged to a 
l ibr ary , and fo r severa l years in my t een s read a book every day 
beginni ng to end. 11 

I mentioned t o Mr. Skene tha t some yea r s ago whil s t din i ng in th e 
·west End of London a t rue Al bin o v1as s itt ing at t he next t able to me, 
and ·was the cen tre of all eyes . He v,as dr ess ed in evening dre ss -
-...1ith cape - had long f lo wi.ng 1-1hi t e ha ir , whitish f ace and pin k eyes. 
Any pos sib l e re l atio n to his own cr ea t ion ? Antho ny Skene , i t must be 
mentioned to nevl re aders , firs t sa1, an albi no about 55 i n th e Wes t 
End abou t 1913 . He was sl ovenly ; finge r s st ai ned with tobacco , 
cl othes soiled by dropped f ood, yet he was expens i vel y dr es sed , and 
had about him a l ook of adequacy. He would have forgot t en him, but 
only an hour l ater th i s very same a l bin o sa t dovm at t he next t abl e to 
him at l unch ! When he wante d a charac t er t o pi t his vri ts agains t 
Blake , t hi s alb i no had made such a s tron g i mpressi on on his mi nd , t ha t 
he 11r e- create d hi m moulded nearer t o th e heart' s des i re . 11 

Maybe I sa.-1 t he actu al son of Zeni th i n the flesh ! 
In cl osing the se f ew rambl ings on ANTHONY SKENE - I mus t mention 

tha t Mr. Skene has rece ntly writ t en an art icl e on SEXTON BLAKE - which 
he hopes t o get publ i shed i n the near future. Bei ng pr ivil eged to see 
a carbo n copy, and al so being disc r eet before its publi ca t ion - I can 
only say tha t i t cont ai ns interesting t hin gs whic~ I did not know 
bef ore . I 1dll hor:lever keep reade r s informed .., if and where i t ,ri l l 
be publis hed. 
* According to a fo r mer sub- edito r of t he "Thri l l er 11 Dudley Hoys was 
the re al name of the ·writer - but t his needs fur t her confir mati on to 
make it authentic . -------

THE BROWN STUDY 

Mr . Walter "\'lebb ' s comments on t he infere nce s 1,;e can dr a1v f ro m the 
dis appearan ce , after 10 weeks , of Sexton Bl ake fr om the paper Ti t- Bi t s 
ar e in ter esting , but I do not fin d th em altoge t her convi ncing . I 
shoul d be inclined to think t ha t Ti t- Bi ts might ·have been a,s v,rong for 

' 
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Blake as Bl ake was ;,rrong f or Tit - Bi ts, 
Tit- Bi ts has a l ways s truc k me as a perio di cal which has a very 

la r ge casua l r eader sh i p - i t is the i deal paper to acquire f or a tr a i n 
jour ney. But a ser ial is no use to casual purchase rs . 

Also , I would questi on whether a story wri tt en as a complete nove l 
would normal ly make a good seri al. The art of serial - writ i ng is t o 
make an inst alment end at a spot where th e r eader is anxi ous to ca rr y 
on . 

Can one reall y j udge by letter s published? I imagine tha t edito r s 
select for publ icati on l etters which suit their policy of the moment . 

Mr. \'1ebb says : 11If Blake i s t hought an old - f ash ioned bore in a 
s tory reprin t ed f r om only as far back as 1963 -- 11 

But sur ely th e age of t he st ory is of f ar l ess import ance t han 
t he qua l i ty of same? 

Mr. ·webb seems defea tist ·when he wri t es : "Tt v.rould be pl easant 
t o go back to the ol d days ·when the s to ries .. rere of a purely adventuroui 
nature , and , •• I woul d ·wel come th em; but r,rhat poi nt is t here i n pub­
l ishing t al es of adven ture fo r a genera tion from which the sp iri t of 
i t has dis appeared? 11 That i s wel l put , but i t all depends wha t is 
meant by adventu r e . Most readers of a detective s to ry l ike to read of 
crime detec tion . I should have though t th er e must be adventure of some 
so r t in any crime s t ory . Or does our contributor mean t hat the onl y 
answer is stories of an impur el y adventurous nature? 

Mr. Webb comes to t he conclusion that "the publ ishers dare not 
r isk reprin t ing any of the old Bl ake s tories in their ori gi nal f orm, 
thou gh bringing t hem up t o dat e wit h a corr esponding revv ing up of t he 
ac tion and dia lo gue mi ght prov·e fru.itf ul and wel l v1ort h a tr i a l . " Yet 
Sherlock Holmes s tori es vrri t ten over 60 years ago are constan tl y r e­
pr inted. So are Agatha Chri st i e ' s crime novels - every one of t hem 
f rom 1920 onwards . 

What Mr. T1lebb means, perh aps , but avoids saying , is t ha t a great 
number of th e Blake stories before t he war (and a l so plen ty since) 
were compl ete tri pe and badl y wri t ter 1. They ·were hack s t uff in the ir 
gener at io n, and ar e unre adab l e to - day. 

Bu.t t here vlas gold among the dro ss. There were some first - cl ass 
tales , compet ently writ t en, ·with excellent charac t erisatio 11 and skil ­
ful plot s. These yar ns ·would stand up to comparison v,ith the bes t of 
t o- day . I am nerv ous of the "r eV1.ring - up of ac tion and di alogue , 11 

because t his could be awful. But I think that careful and res tr ained 
edi t ing - wi th no change for t he s ake of chan.ge - and I s tr ess t hat -
coul d be beneficia l. A v1el l - -wri tten story vrill al ,;.rays appeal, 
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wha teve r its age . 
There is no doubt that t he pre senta tion of the S.B.L. vtas 

i mpro ved after the pr i ce rose to 3/ 6, and , l i ke Mr . Webb, I do not 
r egr et i t. He f ound compensa tion in th e retur n of t he correspon dence 
col wnns in Augus t . This part i cul ar compensa t i on had disappeared in 
September, October and November. 

- - -----. 
NO DECEMBER BLAKES FOR MISS BLANDI SH~ 

Or for anyone el se ei ther ~ The Beds ide Sext on Blak e , whi ch ,vas 
to inc lud e the Pier re Quir oul e novel "The Li ving Shadovr, " has "been 
postpo ned unti l th e Spring . " In cons equence ther e ·will be no nev1 
edi tio ns of t he Sext on Blake Libr ary is sued f or December. It i s 
hoped, ho,·rever , to brin g fo rward the publ is hing da te f or th e Janu ary 
issues , so i t i s j ust possi bl e that you mi ght ge t th em i n ti me for 
Chr is t mas rea ding . Did I hear a hors e la ugh among r eaders? Sure l y 
nei gh ! "And when the y 1,,rer e only hal f - ,vay up , they wer e nei ther up 
nor do1t1n. 11 I f you don 't kno,·r what i s mean t by t ha t l as t sent ence , 
ple ase do not wri t e t o the Diges t of f i ce to enquire . 

vle under s t and t ha t the fi ne Pie rre Q.ui ro ul e novel "The IvJ:ystery 
Box" i s t p be publ i shed very soon i n the Sexton Blake Library under 
t he tit l e "The Case of t he Bi smar ck Memoi rs . " There i s some sp l endid 
i maginativ e wri t ing in th i s sto ry , whic h gets s ome wonderful atmos­
pher e in a pro l ogue whic h cover s seve r al chapt er s before th e modern 
s to r y begi ns. Then Sexton Bl ake comes i n to i nvest i ga t~ a rrorstery 
1t1hic h i s li nked r,ti t h events of thir ty year s earli er . The yarn is 
pack ed ·wi th i nci dent , sho,·ting Bl ake; Tinker , and Pedr o at t heir very 
bes t. A fa sc ina ti ng tale of bri lli ant de t ective ,vork , vTi th some 
delic iou sl y re s tr aine d humour, in whic h Granit e Grant and Mademoiselle 
Jul ie are fa ced vli th a probl em. of t heir own: Has Sexton Blake rea l ly 
sol d Pedro t o a weal thy Americ an? 

If - and t here seems a lv1ays to l;>e an "i f" th ese days - vre rea ll y 
get this sto r y, - it ,vi l l have been wel l wort h waiting f or . 

--- - --- - - - - - - - -
THE SEXTON BLAKE CATALOGUE 

The Sext on Blak e Catalogu e , v1hi ch has 
pr epar a tio n , will be ready ver y shortly. 
you more about thi s super b work and how to 

-- --- --
WANTED: Digest Annuals 

WOOD, 

- - -
before 1963. 
267, BADDOW ROAD, 

been year s in 
Next month we 
obt ain i t . 

-
CHELMSFORD 

careful 
shall te ll 

- - -
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H 
DO YOU REMEMBER? By Roger M. J enkins 

No. 56 - Gems 930-931 - The Chris t mas Chase s eries 

The sec ret of t he at tractive ness of Charl es Hamilton 's most jus t ly 
ce l ebrated Christmas st ories lie s in th .e cha r acte r of Billy Bunter. 
Like many of Dic kens ' gr ote sques , Bunter is the s ort of pers on one de ­
li ghts to read ab out but would ha t e t o meet in real li fe. Christmas 
time being t he sea son of goodr,ri l l, it 1·ras only fi tt ing t ha t so meone who 
enj oyed a ll the good things of life sh oul d be seen doing ju s t th at , and 
our t ol erant ind ulgence of Bunte r' s antics a t Christmas ti me lent a 
magic glo vl t o t he later I1'Iagnet Chri stmases . By co ntr as t, t he Chr istmas 
st ory in Magnet No . 776 9 f or example, f ro m whic h Bunter was rig orou sly 
excluded, had a . chi ll tone t ha t made all t h e j ollifi cati ons at ~'Iaulev­
ere r Tovrer s ring rather h oll o1-1 in 1922. 

The Gero, having n o Bunter in i t s cast, ·was al ways a t a dis advan ­
tage a t Christmas tiire. Sentimen t might demand a se tt ing a t Laux·el 
Vi ll a, ~1:i.ss Pr isc illa Fa1-Tcett' s home at Huckl eber ry Heath , but in f act 
i t poss essed a dea d atm os ph ere th at rende red it b are l y tolerable as a 
ba ckground . (Perhaps ,ve ·were too conscious t ha t it was the home of a 
fussy ol d sp i ns t er ; pe rhaps we rea l is ed th at Miss Fawcett was really 
only a cari cature , amusing enough i n t he early Gems, but not re al ly 
des igned t o stand t he vTear and te ar of a t hir ty-two ye ar run.) It was 
Eastwo od House tha t of fered t h e s tro ngest challenge to Whart on Lodge, 
but he r e t he dange r l ay in pres enti ng too wide a ca st, f or Tom Merry & 
Co. had t o be j oined by Blake & Co. at least : add \vally D' Arey and his 
f r iends and Cous in Et he l and hers , and introdu ce an ot he r gr oup of St. 
Jim' s j uni or s li ke Levis on & Co . , and the r esul t was a part y of such 
mammoth pr oporti ons tha t all sense of f ri end ly i nti macy ,.fas l ost . 
I nstead of t h e Famous Fi ve a nd Bun ter l istening t o gh os t sto rie s in a 
cosy a t mosph ere round t he f i re a t Wharton Lodge , Eastwood House a t 
t i mes cou l d see m as impers onal. as the lo unge of a gr and hotel. 

Perh ap s it 1·1as with al l this in mind tha t Char le s Hamil to n decided 
in 1925 to make a ne,., appr oach to the Christmas story in th e Gemo For 
a ch an ge , it 1,as to fe a ture onl y the Terr ib l e Three 9 and, i n theory, it 
ought to have been hi ghl y succes s fu l . In actual fac t, it ,,ras vit i a t ed 
by a number of adv er se circumstances . 

The pl ot r ev ol ved roun d a di sh one st soli ci to r 
Cha rles Hamil t on eve r portr ay an honest l avryer?). 

~ $ X- 14 J 

named Beaumont (did 
He was absconding 
(continued on page 1 8) •• 
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THE FJtANK RICHARDS L/P RECORD 

L 

This record , No. 3?:BX/1784, is re le as ed on DecP.mber 3rd. It ls ent1tl ed FWREAT 
G REYF'R I AP.S • 

I t nrust be a del ight for anyone who ha s affe ction ate memor'J of Char les Hamilton and 
his stories . It s tarts and ends with tbe .School Song , specially composed by Charles 
Hami l ton , arid sung by boys or Hendon Grammar School . Then comes 11 Greyt ri ars Remembered" 
with 'i'.he voice or Nige l Anthony, fo l lowed by Char le s Hamilto n's "Persona l Remini scence s." 

The cover ,. and we reprod uce the back and rr orr1; of same her e, is almos t a coll ecto rs • 
piece In 1 tself .. In just one or two places the ar t icles on t he back cover wi 11 jar on 

1 

ti 
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HAMILTONIANA (continued from page 15) •• 
wit h his clients I money, and one of them, named J ocelyn 9 ,,as so i nce n­
sed that he was huntin g Beaumont with a r evolver . Joce l yn came to 
beli eve tha t Tom Merry & Co. coul d l ead him t o Beaumont , and so th ey 
s pent t he ir Christmas vacati on being shado,Ted by a poten ti a l murder er . 
This in its el f was wrong: vi l l ai ny a t Chr is tmas time should hid e it ­
se l f under the clo ak of the super natur al , and t he hero es shoul d be con­
fr onte d by ghos t s , not revol ver s . 

Anot her def ec t was t he constantly - sh i ft i ng scene . The series be­
gan at St . J i m' s , moved to Laure l Vil l a , t hen to Holly Lodge , and 
f i nally ( i n th e l ast par agraph) to Eas t v,ood House . A pr oje ct ed visit 
to Ivlanner s ' home ·was als o di scussed , as i.,;el l as a cal l on Levi son & Co. 
who ,,e r e st ayi ng near Hol l y Lodge . A summer hol iday se ri es demands 
such journe yi ng , but Chri stmas ought t o be a s t atic time . In t his 
series , no ti me was a l l owed f or the a t mosph ere of any one place to 
build i tsel f up . Furthermore, t her e is somet hing mos t unse as onabl e 
about the epi sode i n the besi eged house , wi t h Tom Merry fi r i ng back 
at th e ·woul d- be assassi n . To complete t he indictment , there is no 
desc r ip t ion of th e events of Christ mas Day it self 1 w·hi ch got dismis se d 
i n a fe,, vague line s a t the end. The vrhole ser i es bea r s a vague re ­
semblance to t he Dirk Power ser i es of 1920, when the Leviso ns were 
chase d all over Qanada in a f ew number s of the Gem - everyt hing is 
fle e ti ng, unrea l , unsatisfac to ry . 

What i s to be put on th e cred i t side? Fir s t of al l 9 t here is 
the smal l cas t, which helps to focus a tt ent i on exac tl y i n the r i ght 
pl ace . Secondly , there is t he description of Holl y Lodge, th e home 
of Lo,,ther' s crus ty but kind-hea rt ed unc l e and guard i an , James Lo,, t her 
Esqui re

9 
M .• P., J.P. Even this i s an echo of t he Hol ly Lodge series 

in t he Easter of 192? , but t he pictu re of the comfort abl e but dul l 
househol d i s effectiv el y ske t ched in a f ew te lling l in es . 

Of course , muddle at Flee t way House is partly to blame. Gems 
932- 4 1.fere subst i tu t e st or i es , set at St. J im's , and t hen Gems 935- 6 
conti nued the Chr i st mas Holi day stor y wit h adventures of a different 
kind a t Eastwood House, the explanat io n bei ng gi ven t hat it was a 
spec ia l holi day allo wed i n honour of Lord Eastvrood I s bir t hday o But 
even al l owing for this muddl e , it seems f a i r to sta t e th at , by 1925, 
al l t he famous Gem Christmases belo nged to t he pas t . The sp l endid 
Magnet Chri s tmase s \vere all to come. -------
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art ic le entitled "Bunter the Bul ,-1ark" appeare d on the front and s eco nd 
pages of The Times Li t erary Suppl ement . Well- 1·1ri tten, it cont ai ns a 
f ew of th ose error s whic h seem i nseparab l e fro m art ic l es about Char l es 
Hamilt on wri tte n by pro f essi onal wri t ers. Nevert hel ess , i t i s hear t ­
warming to anyone who r emember s Charl es Hami lt on ·wit h affec tion and 
este em. 

In Coll ectors' Diges t Annual for 1965, Fr ank Vernon Lay i s re ­
s ponsib le f or an excellent stud y of John Wheway, a write r much belov ed 
and respecte d in our circle. You ·will re ad and enjo y this art ic l e f or 
yourselves when the Annual comes your way. At t he moment, howeve r, we 
ar e mere ly spot l i ghting th e comment s , quote d by Fir. Lay , which Mr. 
Whev1ay himself made concer ning Charl es Hami 1 ton. 

I t is wel l - known that Charles IIamil ton ·wrote only, at most, the 
fi rst si x of the Cl i f f House ta l es in the School Friend. I n t he past 
year or two, the stor y has gone around (ori gin ating ~ppar ent l y fro m 
s omebody who 1,ras i n t he edi to ria l depart ment in t hose far - off days ) 
t hat t he Cl i ff House series 1.,ras t aken per emptorily out of Char l es 
Hami l t on ' s hands because he had f ai l ed wi th it ; tha t t he femi nine 
r eaders did not like yarns about gir l s bei ng smothered with soot ; that 
Charles Hamil to n ·was abs ol utel y fur i ous ·when this hap pened. 

Pers onal l y, I woul d not rule out the possibi li t y t hat the auth or 
and t he editor might have cl ashed on some poi nt so t ha t th e au th or 
wit hdrew his se rv i ces . But I th i nk i t f ar mor e likel y that Charles 
Hami lt on ac cepted a fe e t o s tart off the series with a sound se tti ng 
and a nucleus of good chara ct er s , and th en 1,rillin gly tur ned over t he 
work t o anoth er write r as had been pla nned al l a l ong. 

Accordi ng to Frank Lay , Mr. Wheway has wTitte n of Hamil ton: 
"He was a la,-.r unt o himse l f... he was al most Fl eet·way ' s brea d and 

butter. . . it is not gener al ly r eal ised vri t h vJha t awe Hamil ton ·was 
re garde d at Flee tway House •• • " 

I'1r. ·wheway as ks: "Can you i magine how he was reg ar ded by the 
r ank and file? He came 11rhen he li ked, and said what he thoug ht, and 
departe d, and yet he was rever ed for t he she er bri l l i ance of his 
wri ting." 

, _ So a man ,rho was "rev ered for t he sheer bri l l iance of his writin g" 
was expel led fro m Cliff House because re aders did not li ke to read of 
sch ool girls being smothere d vri th soot! What nonsens e! 

The School Fr ie nd went to pre ss at le as t s ix weeks ahea d of 
publica ti on dat e , so rea ders coul d not have had the oppor tun i ty to 
write in and condemn the first six stories. 

f.'lr. vlheway says : "Haroi l ton, t he doyen of the wri t ers, the man who 
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taught t hem al l t he t ric ks , was a born gambler, and a snob to boot. 
He appea r s to have made very fe w9 i f any , f i rm f rie nds , and t o hav e 
fal le n out with seve r al of his col leagu es, 11 

And there we have the ro ot of t he fairy - t ale t ha t he f ai l ed wi t h 
Clif f House and was fu rio us th a t the se ri es was taken out of his 
hands. The A.P. did not risk infuri at i ng t hei r s t ar . He 11di d as he 
liked. 11 But t his type of man , however 11re ve r ed" he mi ght be , ·woul d 
i nevi t ably cause jea l ousy, He was shy , retiring , and i ntr ospec t i ve . 
He has t ol d of t he agonies he endur ed from his 01-1n shyness . He was 
not a good mixer . I n conse quence , to t hose who did not know him wel l , 
he se emed standoffis , , Unin t entional l y he made enemies. Furt her , he 
commi t t ed the unf or gi vable sin of being out s t andi ngl y succ ess fu l - and 
of kno-v.ring i t . 

And the 11rank and fi l e , " in evi t ably , l ooked on , got t ogethe r, and 
goss i ped . Thei r gos s i p, like most goss i p, vJas not al 1,rays kindly. 

I t hi nk t hat Mr. Whe1,,ray is ri ght when he says t ha t Charles 
Hami l t on ·was a snob - but he was a gentle , humane sn ob. He believed 
i n t he ol d tr aditio ns , he bel ieved t ha t breed i ng count s , he belie ved 
in old - fa shio ned cour t esy and re spect . 

Gentle snobbery peeped of t en throu gh his s t ori es , parti cu_la:r·ly 
; n ear l y days 1-1hen kin dlin ess for th e poor and t he l oi;-,l y ivas touched 
wit h patronage" But no snob, i n the har she r sense coul d hav e wri t te n 
s t ories ·whic h 1-fere passionately l oved by mill io ns of boys in poor ci r­
cumstances who re member ed t hose s tori es with keen aff ec ti on when they 
grev1 in to more fo rtunat e men. 

The Li t er ary Suppl ement ar t icle comment s : "I t was in the slum 
stree t s of London and Glasg ow and Cork t ha t t his ast oni shi ng 1-rorld 
(Greyf ri ars ) was most admired. True 9 t he boys in Cork , and , one 
suspec t s 7 i n London and Glasgow, had no in tent i on of imi tati ng such 
absurd vi r tues as strict truth-telling . " 

That is an over - stat ement , and perhaps i t i s in ten ded to be , 
th ough t here i s t ruth i n i t. If , however, the in f er ence dr awn i s 
t hat the appeal of Greyfri ars 1-las mainly t o th e boys 1vi th the l owest 
educati onal advan t ages , then the infer ence i s utt er l y wrong . The f il es 
of Collectors ' Diges t pro ve , beyond th e shadow of doub t, th a t th e 
admi re rs of Char l es Hami 1 ton ca.me fr om every \-Talk i n l if e ; and t hey 
inc lu de , probabl y in equal numbers , those who gr e1·1 up to ent er t he 
pr ofe ssi ons ~ or t o ente r the art s , or to j oin t hose branches of man­
kind v1ho use t heir hands more t han t hei r hea ds . 

The auth or of t he Suppl ement article says tha t "Fr ank Rich ar ds 
i n :h.is Greyf r i ars s tor ies ·was qui t e remarkably t ole r an t. " So he ,-?as. 
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That was why his yarns had such appea l . But he had no to l erance for 
ups t art s , and , in consequence , he did not handle upstart the mes at all 
·wel l. 

Whil e re ading th e long Times Supple ment ar ti cle , one becomes con-
sc io us that "Greyfr iars Pro spec tu s " has tended to blur the overall 
pictur e . The wr iter of the article uses it to i l lustrate t he poi nts 
he is making. He tries t o prove that "Fr ank Richards kne1v l i t tle and 
cared l ittle about the life of publ i c sch ool ." All the boys , a ll eges 
t he article

9 
are cal l ed "scholars " ·which i s "hi ghly ambiguous as 

appl ied to an al l eged publ ic sch ool. It i s a te rm da t ing from the ol d 
Board Schools . " 

But , i n f act, Charles Hamil ton did not cal l t he boys "sc hol ar s. " 
I do not rec al l him ever us i ng t he ter m as appl ie d to t he boys of 
Gr eyf r i ars . It was Mr. Butc her in his "Pros pectu s " who called them 
"sch olars ." 

"Pr ospectus " does , rea ll y, lay open Hami l to n ' s Greyfr iars to the 
typ e of cr iticism ·which it shoul d never have to face. I t sho1:,s up the 
pr eposterously top - h.eavy Remove fo rm, compared 1rith th e smal l number 
of boys in al l the oth er f orms . It hi ghl i ght s t he inadequacy of th e 
t eaching staff, and pinpoi nts the oddness of the curriculum . I t en­
ab l es th e critics t o say , quite righ t ly : "Ther e was never a public 
sc hool li ke thiso " 

The old, ol d Who' s Whos di d the same th ing , but they di d not 
mat ter . They were novel ties to pl ease boy re ade r s, and they served 
th ei r purpose, w·here as "Pro spe ctus" was compiled for adul t s and pro­
fessio nal cr i tics . 

The ambigui t ies of Greyfri ar s , which Prospe ctus makes obvi ous , do 
not come to mind 1.,rhen any re ader i s enjoying ni net een out of t wenty of 
the grea t Hami l to n se r ies. There i s no rea son 1vhy even the most f ast ­
idio us of re aders shoul d have thought of Greyfriar s as anyt hing but an 
Engli sh public school. The huge and i ncre dib l e Remove Form comprise d 
boys introduced over many year s. Ple nty of th em should have bee n 
dropped - and ple nty of them ·were dro pped by Ramil ton hi mself. They 
merely pop up again i n Prospectus. 

"Greek ;,ras not taugh t." But Greek was tau ght in the upper forms 
as Charles Hamilton occa si onal ly menti oned - in the stories. 

On t he bas is of the great Hami lton stories , Greyfri ars is as 
des ervin g of i t s s t at us as Wodehous e' s "i'lrykyn " or even Desmond Coke' s 
11 Shre1:ls bury. 11 

• 

"Hamil to n, 11 said Mr. vlheway , "1:1as a born gambler. 11 

Probab l y Hamilto n someti mes lo s t - but he gambled agains t Geor ge 
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Or,vell - and won . 
Orwe l l , i n a bi tt er a tt ack on the sc hool stor i es 1·,i t h i·1hich we ha d 

gr own up , al l eged tha t "Fr ank Ri chards " was a communal name und er v,hic h 
a l arge number of pe ople wrote t a les of Greyfr ia rs. 

No1t1 see v,hat t he Ti mes Supplem en t writer says ab out it: "Orwell 
had asse rte d - an d assumed - t ha t a grea t many peop l e wro t e un de r t he 
name "Frank Ri cha rd s . " Fra.rLk Ri chards , i n his devas t at ing r epl ~r, 
asse rt ed truthful l y t ha t a ll pub l i sh ed under t hat name ha d be en writt en 
by hi m." 

The Supp le ment was off- side t his t ime , as we know. Cha rl es 
Hami lt on, in his devastati ng r eply, had dissemb l ed . Bef or e we don our 
"holier- t han-t hou " hal oes a..rJ.d condemn hi m f or t hat, l e t us lo ok at the 
exac t pos i t i on . 

Or·wel l, ,,,hen he made hi s si·Teeping asse rtio n, appa r entl y di d not 
know t ha t a f l esh and blood Fr ank Ri chards exis t ed. The que stio n 1vhich 
Char l es Hamil t on too k it up on himse l f t o ans ·wer 1-1as r a th er in t he l in e 
of "Have you sto ppe d beat i ng your vr:i,f e?" I t was not t rue t ha t "Frank 
Ri chards " had ev er been a communal name used by a l ar ge pane l of 
v1ri t ers ·, The name bel onged to t he cr ea tor of Gr eyf r ia r s.. But i t i.,1as 
true t hat , many years earli er 9 t he 1vork of a number of oth er ·writ er s 
had be en publ i she d under the name of "Frank Richards " wi th th e ob ject 
of gi ving reade rs th e impres si on t ha t a l l the t ales were c oming f ro m 
t he crea to r of the series. The asser t ion of Or1<rell ,,as obvi ously one 
vrhi ch it woul d be diff i cult t o refute whi l e admi tt ing the a ctual t ru t h . 

I do no t b eliev e for a moment t ha t Char l es Hamil t on simply ·wished 
to pose as a superman who had wri t ten every one of t he Magnet stori es 
- t hough he coul d have done eve n that 1 i f h e had not had s o many iro ns 
i n th e fi r e. He had actua l ly written ev ery Greyfriars s to ry since mid-
1931, and even i n the few years preceding 1931 ther e had bee n not many 
substitute st or·i es . All t he s ame , wi t hout any doub t he t ook a gamble 
on th e probabil i ty t ha t Orwel l did not kno,., ·wha t he v,as tal king ab out. 

And it ·was a gamble. Had Orwell ' s kn owl edge of the Magnet been 
anythin g but sk etc hy , he coul d have made a come- ba ck t o t ha t "deva s ta ­
ti ng reply " f r om Char l es Hami l to n , I f Hami l to n had been pro ve d wron g 
i n tha t one i t ern, a ll t he re st of his po,ver fu l argume nts would hav e 
be en weak ened . 

Bu t Hamil ton I s gambl e v,on " Orvrel l had not knovm r.-That h e Tdas t al k-
in g about . 

I t is , of course , possible t hat Char l es Hamilto n was th i nking of 
t he Greyfriars of the l ast t, vel ve yea r s of t he Magne t , and re garded 
that as enti r el y hi s , as i t was . Ther e wer e many sub t l e chan ges t o 
make Gr e;[f ri ar s more _con~i nci ng aft er he re ached th e peak of hi s power s , 

• 

' 

' 
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say about 1927, Later, he did not , I believe, re gard the ear lier Grey­
friars·as of any import ance . But it is I f ancy , to the ear l ier Gre y­
fr iars tha t "Prospectus" wil l admit you as a "schola r . " 

We can fully agre e with t he Supplement cont ribu to r who added : 
"Or1-rel l was li ke a great many highbr ows who think that, if they cou l d 
degrade t hemselve s , they could • • • write like Frank Richards. • • All 
a tt empts to imi t a te Fr ank Ric hard s have failed. " 

The Times Suppl ement artic l e ends with a happy promise: 
"But that ( th e soci al r evol ution t hat George Orv,ell hoped for) 

v,i ll not be , as long as Frank Richards find s read er s or vie1-1ers to be 
fascinat ed by the f antast ic 1-rorl d he cre ate d out of next to no know­
ledge, but out of l ove and admirat i on for what he thought was t he great 
English tr adi tio n . 11 

I f love of trad i t ion i s one form of snobbery, we could do with a 
bit more of that form of snobbery to - day . 

-------
CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

No. 92. THE PLACE OF RELIGION I N SCHOOL STORIES 
FRANK UNWIN: W 1th regard to your "Leti s be Controversial" arti c le this iron th, I never 
read "The Sunday crusaders, " but I'd love to ~ just ror the laugh. It seems highly comi­
cal = but what dreadful va-i ting ,t Your ques ti on, t o a person who sincere].y beli eves in 
the value or religiou s teaching , 1s a most difficult one. It must be accepted withou t 
any_ question whatsoever that all th e leading publ ic schools, i ncludin g Oreyfriars, place 
a decided en;;ihasi s on the te achi ng or religi on and the need for a boy to follow Christ i an 
eth ics and to atte nd divi ne worship up to the Sixth Form, anyhow, when 1 believe a public 
school boy should oe1..1de tor himself. Having t aken it ror granted uhat this is so, 1 t is 
wrong t o make re ligion t.he theme of a school st ory 9 and especially to make all the 
athei s ts the rotter s. Fr om our ovm exper1enc;;e we know v-ery well that many churchgoers 
are enough to put one off ch.urcll for goodn whilst the conduc t or some athe i st s and ag­
nos tics i s ver / 1 chrlstian" indeed. In tl'>Js particular s tory t he nsyrup

11 
has bee.'1 absol 

utelY ladled on and it has become nauseating. I Cully believe that a good boy is a 
better boy if he sincerelY tries to follow Christian ethics, Cor his faith will "move 
mountains~ " but religion should not be ranmied down anybody's throat, e specially down the 
throats or tho usands of readers v.ho want nothing more than to read a rattling good school 
story., An occasio nal reference to . a schoolboyt s need r or religious guidance~ whic.11 after 
all 1s absolutely fundamental, is all that i s necessar,. The writer of this story. for 
all his possible good intent, should have been drowned in his own syrup \ 
w, LISTER: May I, as a Baptist lay-preacher, make a comment. Dean Farrar, Talbot 
Baines Reed, a~d Mrso o. F. Walton were people with an experience or the Christ or t.he 
Christian fa ith . They knew what they were writing about , and this ls a must !n religi­
ous matters. I think Charles Hamil ton wise in keep 1ng within his pwn sphere. 

However, as you point cute r eligious st ories have been POP'.'1),,-fil"°. Did they do any 
good? Did Sunday Schools do any good? Look at the world then - · and new\ By all means 
get religion over in school stories - in any stories. It cant t do any harm. It may do 
a lot or good. 
w,J,A, HUBBARD: Perso nally I feel c~H. was quite righ t in excluding religion Crom his 
school stor ies ror a tale intended as a means of entertainment 9 and all school storias, 



Page 24 
even or the dramatic type, are primarily intended t or thi s purposep should obviously not 
include such a sacred subject as religion . It 1 s not1 ceable that even the writers or 
many of the hard cover yarns were wary of 1nt roctuc lng the s ubject and when they did were 
far fro m convi nci ng. mainly. I think , because religion ls such a tran sl tory emotion 
among boys. Please do not t hink I cons ider religio n has not its plac e In school l i re 
for I re el the spirit shoul d be cultiva ted along wi th both the mind and the body. I am 
of the opinion~ however , that we only realise the 1rrportance or re l igio us instruction 
when we are fully adul t. I may add that I could quot e a number or ex~les in support 
or this contentio n. 
RON CROLLIE:: I was very i nterested in the arti cle on 1 The Sunday Crusaders." I have 
seen men tio n of it in other Magnets, but have never read it. Your quotations r eveal 
that 1 t is typical or t he autho r: Skinner 's commencing a comment with Aheml; Mr. 
Quel c,~'s rep~ th e descript ion or Pete r Toddts reclamation . I confess that I quite 
l iked his mel odrama wh en I was twelve years old, even though it had been published 15 
years earlier. I might even have liked "Sunday Crus ader st1 if I had re ad it at that ages 
but, of course . to an adult it is utter rubb ia h. 

No. 91. THE UBI QUITOUS BUNTER (Fur t her comments) 
JOHN TROVEl.J...: No doubt in Bill y Bunter Charles Hamilton cr eated t h e potential money 
spfnner tha t edit orial polic y decr eed should over flo w the Magnet pages unt i l, l ike Coker 
with a hamper , or Smi thy with a re mitt ancP.0 we were haunted by a Bunter it was impossible 
to avoid . 

As provider or t he hmnour in t he lighter vei n stories Bunter was an outstanding 
su~cess, and as such could be appreciated and enjoyed to the full , but tor those v.ho 
knevi and loved Greyfrlars it is a matt er for regret ·that deserving characters such as 
Tom Brown, Squ1rr, Lord t1au1everer , were excluded from the spotlight so dominated by 
Buntero 

Many or the more dramatic Magnet s t or ie s wer e marr ed by the unt lmely intruslan or 
the rat Owl, and Harry Whart.on & Co on jus t one vacat i on witho ut him, was a happy 
thought that we knew would never materialize. 

Esse ntial as he was to the Greyfriars scene a less ubiqu itous Bunter would have 
been , in the words or Hamilton , both grateful and comtort1ng. 
A.J. SOU'Il!WAY: I think the whol e point Ls t.l1at you either like Bunter or you don ' t. 
Personally I couldn-'t j ust stomach hlm0 and v.ould have willi ngly kicked him on any 
pre te xt. To my mind he had no redeeming tP.atureso The good he did o he did by accident, 
or to gain his own endso H~v the Famous Five. and .11aulyp could be hood-winked by the 
fat man every time a holiday came round , and get landed wi th h.1s company always irritated 
me, although I guessed that Frank Richards had to get h im on the scene somehow. Why 
were Bunter, Baggy Tr1nt>le and Tubby Muffin, picked out to be such detestable boys? 
Brooks ma.de h.is ra t boy, Fatty Wynn, one or the best and a good gportsman, too. However, 
on the other haJ1d,. his Hand!ortll was a most impossible character . Nobody could be as 
st upid as he was surely? Boys like Wharton , Nugent, Rectwing • snit thy P a."ld Skinner. to 
mention a rew0 were characters that one met with every day and the stor ies about them, 
I consider were Hamilton at his best. However, ir, as it has been suggested , and I am 
inc lined t o agree , it was Bunter tha t was responsible tor us havi ng the Greyfriars 
stories revived and presented between st1rr covers , then I» for one. can forgive him. 
£RIC FAYNE: adds: A ver-y large nwnber of readers wrote in concern in g "The Ubiquitous 
Bunter." We have published a represen t ative selection, in November and this month, and 
have no gpace !or more. We thank all who wr ote . Mr. Southway obviously means Fatty 
Li t tle . Perhaps a St . Frank ' s ran may like to discuss the merits and demerits or Fatty 
Li t tle for the Lee Column~ in the same way t hat Bunter has been analysed. Fatty Wynn 
was Charles Hamilton's f irst fat hero - a fine character who was neglected after blue 
cover days. 

* * * * * 
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GEMS OF HAMILTONIA No. 26 (New Series ) 

Bunt er 1,as st andi ng on th e pl atf orm at Courtfi e l d St a tion, gazin g 
af t er th e expr ess tha t had vanished dovm t he li ne . 

Hi s l i tt l e r ound eyes gl eamed wi th wr ath beh ind his bi g, r ound 
spe ct acl es . 

"Of al l t he beas t s -- 11 sa i d Bunter. 
The expr es s was gone ¢ The chums of t he Remove h.ad gone i n i t -

home for Chris tmas ¢ Bunter was l ef t. 
I t was no wonder that Bunter was wrathy . 
Greyfri ar s School had bro ken up f or the Chri stmas holi days. Grey­

fri ar s f ell ovrs had sca t te red nor t h 9 south , eas t, or west . Only Bu11ter 
hadn 't s ca tt er ed. Bunter wasn 't parti cul ar whet her he wer1t nor th, 
sout h , east , or 1,es t, so l ong as he went ,-1here t he Chr istma s fa re was 
good and ampl e . But f r om no poi nt of the compass was a Yule tide welc omE 
ext ended t o William Geor ge Bunt er . I t was ine xpl i cab l e , consid er ing 
what a fascina ti ng f el lo w· Bunt er knew himsel f to be. But the r e i t 11as ! 

Bunt er was l eft! 
He had been , per haps, a lit t l e car el es s . Havin g set t le d t ha t he 

was goi ng home wit h Lor d Maul evere r , Bunter had le ft i t at t ha t. Un­
fo r tunately, while Bunt er had se tt led t ha t he was goi ng home wi t h Mauly, 
Maul y had set t l ed tha t he wasn' t . Mauly had di sapp eared quite earl y 
t ha t day - without Bunter. So the fa t juni or had ha d t o chang e hi s 
plans a t th e l as t moment and deci de t o go home with Harry vlhar t on . Now 
Harry Wharton had disapp eared in t he expr ess , and Bi lly Bunter stoo d on 
t he station pl a t f orm and confided to the December winds wha t he t hought 
of Whar t on . 

"The avTful rotter!" said Bunter. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
WANTED: Good loose copies or bound volumes cont a i ning any or the following: MAGNETS 131 
to 1Ze in c lus ive; 195; 205 ; 237; 238; 239; 277; 318; 319; 353; 386 to 400; 417; 422; 435; 
752; 753; 762; 763; 773; 809. Most iss ues be tween 821 and 890; 900; 921; 924; 925; 936; 
938; 940; 942; 943; 946; 951; 965; 967 ; 988 i 996. GEl13; 493; Some issues betwe en 801 and 
832. c Al so Nos. 935; 953; 954; 956; 975; 980 ; 984; 985; 989; 990 ; 992 ; 993; 998 . 
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N ELSON LEE C OLUMN 
Conducted by JACK WOOD 

With the icy winds howli ng round my rooft ops as th ey must have 
done ro und t he ol d turrets and battlements of St. Frank ' s in ol den 
days , and a t hin coverin g of snow on the groun d, I feel ver y much i n 
the mood for wish ing all my many friends , knov1n and unknown, a r eal 
Broo ks ian Chri stmas and New Year as yet anothe r year f ades int o memory . 

How time does fl y , and yet, bo,v - t hanks t o the hobby and t he 
many contri buto rs to t he C. D. and the Annual - time st ands sti l l , 
~lay I take . t his opportunity, too, of adding t o seas onable good wishes . 
my warm th anks t o al l t hose who pers evere throu ghout t he year t o keep 
our happiest memories alive and frui t fu l . They do a grand j ob . Thank 
you - and esp ecia l ly t o t hose who have kept this Col umn in being. 

A le tt er in las t month ' s C.Dc aske d about an ol d f r i end of ours, 
Ei l een Dar e . So, coupl i ng with it a remind er of one of th e most 
i mpor t ant Chris t mase s in St. Fr ank's l or e, her e are a fe w not es on t he 
young woman i-1ho was1 50 years ago next July, in tro duced to NLL r eader s 
as "Nels on Lee's Lady Ass i s t ant 1 No. 1 in a new series. '' 

The su.b-ti t l e of th at story ·was "The Case of t he Gir l Det ec t ive. " 
For tho se who lik e such t hings 1 i t might be i nte r esting t o compare the 
series 1·1hich Teed ·was to pr ovide on a somer.vhat simi l ar th eme re l a t ing 
t o t he vengeance of Roxane over tho se who had ruined her fa t her. The 
simila rity is, perh aps , not sur prising when we r eali se t ha t fo r sever al 
months Teed and Brooks r.vere the sole purveyors of t he Nels on Lee saga, 
artd wer e al so regul ar contr ibutors to th e· Sexton Bl ake s to ries as ·well, 

I f ind a cur i ous parall el to day with t he s torie s wri tten by J ohn 
Cr eas ey ·under hi s ma:ny nom.s-de- plume. I t is f as ci nating t o compar e, 
say Creasey himself, wit h Gordon Ashe or Michael Hallitlay in the i r 
trea t ment of t he same bas i c pl ot - say an in sur ance s1·rindle , a j e\,rel 
robbery or a kidnapped chi l d, 

Hoi-1ever , back to Ei l een, who in t he months ahead was t o f i gure 
largely i n a ser i es devot ed to her vengeance over the fi nanci er s and 
busi.ness men who l1ad kill ed her f a the r by r obbin g hi m of an import ant 
inv enti on and ca using hi m t o be charged wit h t r eas on . Li ke Roxane' s 
enemies , t }1ey met jus t deser t s over t he months 9 but Ei l een s t ayed on 
to become an almost ro mant i c i nfluence in the l i ves of Lee and Ni pper , 
r.vho al ways took prid e in her all-round a t hle t icis m, her "moderni ty , 11 

and her abi l i t y as a det ectiv e . 
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If you 1vant t o read of her physical a tt ributes , and can 't get an 
old NLL, t hen tu rn t o any Norman Conques t story an d r ead Berkele y Gr ay ' s 
desc ri ption of Norman ' s wife , the elf i n Pixi e. One and th e same! 

It was i n NLL Old Series 130 , hO\•Tever , that Eilee n and Chr i ~tmas 
came hand in hand ·wi th t he St. Fr ank ' s saga . Behin d the snow cove re d 
ba ttle ment s of Tregelli s Castle i n t he deep Wes t coun try, Eil een and 
Lee, with t he ai d of Sir Montie and Tommy Wat son, unrave ll ed th e myst ery 
of t he disa ppear ing Cavalie r ghost . Sno·w was about , in abundance i n 
the bes t Brooks ian tradition , t here were secr et pas sages gal ore, and 
t he backgr ound of a mentally - handi capped king and a chi ldh ood exchang e 
of babies for good measure. 

But f rom our point of vi ew, th e most import ant t hi ng was t hat for 
the f i r st ti me Sir Montie and Tommy 1vat son l earn ed t he re al id enti ty of 
Pet er Alving ton and Dick Bennett, and Lee and Nipper coul d t ake their 
ri ghtful pl ace s at St. Fr ank ' s. The deci sion had been made ; de t ec ti ve 
and schoo l yarn s COULD go hand in hand sa ti sfact ori ly. And t ha t was 
t he pat t ern almost entirel y fr om t hen onwards un t il in ter nal aff a irs a t 
Fl eetway House br ought about the end . 

Yes, double l engt h NLL 130 , da t ed Dec. 1, 1917, The Phant om of 
Tr egellis Cast l e, had much to answer fo r , and a grea t deal t o cormnend 
i t on its place in St. Franl{ ' s his tory . 

-------
ECHO OF "ODD MAN OUT11 By C. H. Churchill 

I found Reuben Godsave ' s article on Nels on Lee No. 243 most inte r­
esti ng, as the unusua l cover has ofte n puzzled me. I am now pleas ed to 
be abl e to add t o the mystery. 

At t he time of publ i ca tio n (J an . 1920) the "Boys I Rea lm" was als o 
appearing and conta i ned st ori es of St. Fr ank ' s reputed l y by E. S. Bro oks 
or r a th er "The autho r of the St . Fr ank ' s st ori es i n t he N ,L . L. " Some, 
of course , wer e obvious l y not by him at al l . I nc lu ded each week was a 
small adver t exhor ting r eaders to also buy t he N.L.L . Thes e adverts 
i ncl uded a smal l r eproduct i on of th e N.L. L. cover . The poin t i s t ha t 
in the Boys ' Realm da ted 31 / 1 / 20 the advert for N, Lee No, 24 3 shevls a 
blank spac e where the t itle of t he s tor y should be ~ and the 1·epro ductio 1 
of t he N .L. cover is onl y half shovm ( t he to p ha lf). Thi s top pie ce 
por t ra ys a gr oup of peopl e ar ound a t able (whi ch appea r s blank ) wi th an 
Eto n su ited fi gure r est i ng a hand on t he "blank " t able . All th i s is 
obvious l y meant t o be a pictu re of Singl et on in the gamblin g den , as 
desc ri bed in the s to rY. 

To anyone read i ng th i s ar t icl e , able to r emember t he cover of N.L . 
No. _243.,_ i t ,,wil l })_e _c].ear t b,at t his is n.o_t hing like t.he CQy~r :gi_cetu,r ..e_ 
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t ha t actu al ly did appear on t hat number of the paper. 

Being in th e pr i nti ng t rade , I too k No Lee No. 243 and thP r ele ­
vant Boys ' Realm to t he factory and consu l te d the fo r eman overseer of 
the composin g depar t mento It is r a t her amusing to quote his f irst 
remark to me, -

"The Nels on Lee: I r emember tha t book . All about St. J im' s wasn' t 
i t? A boy cal led Handfor th i n i t. He had tv,o pals who only put up 
vri t h him because he use d t o lash out t he money , 11 

After I had disillu si oned him on t hese poin t s he exami ned the 
books and gave i t as his opi ni on t hat th e N. Lee covers ·would be prin ­
ted by t wo tone blo cks . He tl1ought t ha t somethin g had happened to the 
bl ocks at the l ast moment befo re prin ting so t hat a subs t i tute cover 
pi c ture had t o be produced at shor t notice . This 1vould not .give 
enough time f or new tvro tone bl ocks t o be made as th is v1oul d t ake s ome 
t i me, so a "fak e up '' in tvTO col our s of t he ske t ch in t he middle of 
No. 243 was use d as a f ront cover . 

This pr ofessional vi eiv of our comps ·foreman is all I can offe r as 
an explanat ion. I can off er nothing as t o th e change of tit le from 
that adver t i sed in the pr evio us weeks Lee . Anyway , someth in g mos t 
unusua l did happen t hat t ime l ong ago i n 1920. I do not suppose we 
shal l ever know the rea l tru th , but I f eel t hat the above sug ges t ed 
expl anati on i s pr obably qui te near t o i t" 

-- - ----
ROBERT BLYTHE WRI TES: 

Your cor r espondent, H. Chapman, raise s an in t er es t in g poin t con­
cern i ng E. S, Turner's r emarks . I t i s true th at the l ast new St, 
Fr ank ' s story appeared in the Gem in 1935, but reprin ts were s t i l l 
appear ing in t he S.O.L. as la t e as 1940. I t i s jus t possi bl e th at 
.Turner , gl anci ng at some cover s wi th out both er i ng t o r ead th e st ory, 
may have come to th e wrong conclu si on . 

For example , t he cover of "Rebel lio n a t St . Frank ' s " shovrs the 
boys in unif orm i n tr enches , repel l i ng an a t t ack . The occa si on ,,ras 
t he re bel l i on again s t Miss Trimble and her mistre sses , and th e boys 
were in cade t uniform. The book l1as dat ed Febru ary 1940. 

Some of the covers of 1939 might be s i milarly mislead i ng, The 
title of No. 393 was "War in the NevJ World . " One thing i s cert ai n. 
Hit l er v1as never ment i oned. 

* * * * 
* * * * 

* * * * 
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NEWS OF THE CLUBS 
MIDLAND 

Meeting held 26th October , 1965. 
Eleve n members gather ed for another ente rtai ning evening which got off to a prompt 

start . 
The correspondence conta ined a letter rrom Mr. W. N. Hull of Barrow- on-Tre nt . who 

wished to join our club as a postal member and a holiday card rrom Stan Knight, another 
pos t al member. These i terns were received wi th great interest . The Merseyside newslett er 
The F'oghom (September 1 ssue) was passed round by the act 1ng secre tar y and was read with 
gr eat i nterest - congrat ul ations Merseyside\ 

The collector's items, our usual rea ture , were this ioonth supplied by three members. 
"The Blue Crusade r~ 1 by A. s. Hardy No. 240 of The Boys~ F'riend (3d) Libra.I"J was supplied 
by Harry Broster. The Dixon Bret t Library No. 1 "The Black Eagle Mystery c8Jlle rro m 
Norman Gregory and Magnet No. 1132 dated 26th Oct. 1929, "Ski nner's Shady Scheme 1" our 
anniversary number came trom Tom Porter . 

The programme as planned had t o be modified as several me.mbers listed to give items 
wer e not present . ln his abs ence Harry Brester sent alo ng an arti cl e which appeared in 
"The Times Li t erary Supplement" on Oct. 7th , to be read to the meet ing en titled "Bunter 
the Bulwark." 

The theme of thi s long article was the curious fact that almost against hi s will and 
i n spite ot his own alms, Char les Hamilton had create d in William George Burit,er a fo lk 
hero who coul d rap.k wit h Dick.ens' Mr0 Micawber and Conan Doyle's Sherlock. Holmes as a 
literary charact er everyone knew about . This was a feat beyond the powers or some or 
our grea t est writers : Hardy • Meredith and Kipl ing. 

The writer lashes out at George Or well for criti cis ing Charl es Hamil ton befo re he 
had done his homewor k properly , but in point of fact h!s own homework had been very 
inadequa tely done Cor his article contains some errors quite appare nt to Hamilton 
devotees . His statement that al l stor i es appearing under Charl es Hamilton's pen na1J1es 
were written by h1m i s an in excusab le erro r af t er all th e r esearch t hat ha s been done by 
Bill Lof ts and et hers in tra ci ng the many substitute writers who used the great man's 
names as a cover for their often i neffect ual efforts. 

A quiz conducted ora lly follow ed the reading , members answeri ng t welve questions on 
the wel l -known Hamilton schools a~d st. Frank's as they were i nclined and this was 
fol lowed by a game cal l ed "Guessing the Tit le ~" 

11Were the S,t o Sarni s sto r ies an asset to the Magnet or did they detract from 1t? 11 

Th1s was the to pic for discussiono Aft er some lively exchanges opinion wa s ur1animous 
that the St. Sam• s stories were an asse ·t and an attraction. 

The fi nal 1 tem was a sple ndid reading by Madge Corb et 't, as an appropria t e follow- up 
to th e prev i ous di sc ussio n . 11 Football Fever at St . Sam' so" The read ing underlin ed th e 
fact that the St. Sam's st ories were definitely an a sset to the !1agnet . 

J . F'. BEllFIELD Correspondent . 
___ _ .__> __ 

Meeting hel d 13th November1 1965 NORTHERN 
Geoffrey Wilde . our chairman. opened the November meeting at 7 •. 0 p~m" and welcomed 

an attendance or 17 members. The warmth or our cl ub room was very wel come after the cold 
raw weath er prevailing outside. 

After formal business had been dealt with and the month' s corresponde nce r ead out by 
Gerr-1 All i son ( a11 unusua l ly large and inte r esti ng batch this month) we had a discussion 
on the Chr istmas Party, which will be held on Saturday. 11th December., It will commence 
at 4. 30 p.m. wit h the usual reed . and we are l ooking forward t o a very good time as 

. ' =· = STOP PRESS: We deeply regret to report that Frank Hancock, Secretary of the Northern 
Section O.B.B.C., died suddenly on Thursday , Noveni:>er 25th. He was 54 , 
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usual. 
There was also a discuss i on on Armada Books and the Fleetway Press. and the ir 

various ways, at which some forthri ght opinions were eXpressed . 
Tbe first item in t he even ing 's entertainme nt was a word-b ui l ding puzzle by Frank 

Hancock , t h e contes t ants having to make up the names or eight Greyfriars Removites fro m 
a group of lette r s . Ron Hodgson won t hi s, al t hough he was closely followed home by 
Gerry Al l ison . Harr y Lavender and Geoffrey Wilde. 

Then followed a talk by Geoffrey Wilde. t he theme of whi ch was th e skill of Frank 
Richards in writ in g stor i es to fit the seas on i n wh i ch they appeared . The ch ief empha­
sis was. of course. on Guy Fawkes nigh t, which th e aut hor utilised on a number of 
occasio ns. and Geoff O read a very ente rtain ing extrac ·t fro m one of the s t ories in the 
warren series, in which Coker and Bunter pl ayed l eadi ng parts . and which ended wi th 
Coki:r•s bag of fireworks (cun ningly disguised as a packet of t offee), found by Bunt er, 
being thro •:m on the fire in the Remove for l!l'-'roo m at Mr. Quel ch' s comnandt 

Then r ef resnments were take n , aft er which Gerry Allison gave us a readi ng from a 
Jack North story• 1 Pref ec ts of Bowker • s House, 1 which i ncluded a very realistic repor t 
of a school football match . Gerry round t his rath er ta xi ng, and Ron Hodgson finished 
off the reading, v.nich made an effec ti ve contrast t o the Greyfri ar s story we had heard 
earli er, . The meeting closed at 9.25 p. m. 

Next month, Chr istmas Part y, Sat urday 9 11th December. ---- - --
NERSEYSIDE 

F. HANCOCK 
4o30 p.m. 

Hon. Sec. 

Meeting hel d 14th November. 
Once a.gain a splendid meeti ng , boas ting th e highest attendance for a ve'!"J long time. 

Wi th Frank case from Notting ham. Bill Greenwood from Rock Ferry 0 and a most welcome re-­
appearance of our old friend and col l eague. George Riley fro m Barns le y , four counties 
were repres ented; it was qu1te l ik e ol d time s to have such a f ull muster, certa1nlY 
most gra ti fyi ng to all prese nt. Only the regr ettabl e abse nce of John Farre l l pre vented 
us marking up a maximum att endance; we ·,vere extr emelY sor r y he was unable to share such 
a p l easan t even ing with us. Bill Windsor opened proceedings with the readi ng of corres ~ 
pondence ~ et c ; ther e were many i t ems fo r discus sio n. and the f irst hour fairlY flew 
over. Then came a quiz , devis ed and conduct ed by Pat Laffey; a most excellent one9 

deali ng wi th general literature» which we quite enjoyed, even thou gh it was not as easy 
as appeared at first sight. Once again the Brooks te am triumphed, t hough the result was. 
close indeed; Brooks scori ng te n points t o Hamilto n 's nine . The former are certainly 
holding on to t heir le ad , which is now becomi ng a substantial one. The lib r ary business 
fol l owed refres hments. and the res t of the evening was spent i n arran g ing the programne 
tor the Chr is tmas meeti ng. A f ull and varied bil l of entertainment should make this an 
occasion to be remembered; members ar e re minded that there wi l l be much to get through, 
and their prompt arrival at 5-30 p .m. on Sunday, 12th Qecember will be appreciated. 

FRANK CASE 
-------

LONDON 

~ very good attendance at the November Dollis Hill meeting thoroughly enjoyed two 
fi ne t alks. Firstly. George Beal of Odhams Press. gave an address on Children ' s Annuals, 
When he had finis hed his discourse , he i nvite d quest ions on th e subject. These questions 
were numero us , one and al l joining in. Mr. Beal had previouslY been with the 11DailY 
Mail." a~d Fleetway Publications , thus he could speak with authority on the subject. A 
feature that was good, and it was throu gh the chairman , Brian Doyle, that Mr. Beal 
attended the meet ing. Th is brought up the t ime tor tea ably dispe nsed by the hosts, Bob 
and Laura Bly the, pl us the help or the ladies present. 

After tea there was a reading about St . Sam' s by Tom Wright~ a "Magnet" number one 
quiz by Don Webs ter in which Char lie Wright was an easy winner. Messrs . Petersr Sutton , 
Bennet~ . Hopkins and Acraman were al l joint seconds. (co ntin ued on page 32) • • • 

I 
• 
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I r, C~ l 
I >o'f 

-GEORqE SELLARS (Sherri eld}: Dear old Danny, how he does revive 11\Y memories or that 
Tery eventful year or 1915. The Chaplin song {l have always remembered the tune and 
words since l used to sing 1t aa a boy.) Like Danny, I was very rond or the •Pictures" 
in those days, and I still re member most or the stars. I used to v1s1 t the •picture .. 
at least 3 times a week. These days I've no t been ror years. 
( And the c inemaa are clos Ing down al l over t.he country because we dont t support them 

any more. How disloyal can we get? Or are we just repulsed by the aex, smut, and 
horror? It's worth making an exception ror •That Darn Cat," which muat be the 
rurmltst since Chaplin. - ED,} 

E 1 DAVEY (Christchurch}: The Digest ls a fabulous publication. Why didn't I get to 
know ft years ago? 
Alf H~ON (Urmston}: l am getting perturbed about our wishful thinking In gett1n& 
thrilled at Possibilities or more old stories being published. Don•t let's kid our­
selves any more. 'Ml• onlY way to penetrate the taste or to-day -,ould be to h&Te jet­
propelled Harry Whartons and Bob Cherrys; Tom Merry and F'lggins as planet rivals; 8t. 
Frank's as a space school; the Skinners and cos. as beat groups; Loder and his like aa 
leaders or great train robberies, etc. 

1 1 tor one, am not prepared to buy these new publications just to support what . Che 
publishers do to help the sales. I wait instead ror the next Collectors' Digest Annual. 

o,w, Wadham (New Zealand}: The New Zealand Woman's Weekly has a circulation or OT&r 
200,000 copies a week. Some or its readers must remember t.he ttagnet, and they llllSt be 
puzzled. In a recent issue mention is made or t.he Magnet reprint by F'leetway, but inatelld 
or No. 1 the W.W. has printed No. 19 as the 1908 reiss.ie. 

Could this .be prophetic? Was Magnet No. 19 anything special, and what was i ta ti tle7 

(ProbablY a misprint. No. 19 was •The Grey!riars Challenge.• - ED.) 
fflAN1C SH4'W (Liverpool): Danny, as you say, is always correct about his dates. I wonder 
does he recall an Engl ish comic in the kinemas cal l ed "Pimp le ." l think he was on the 
front or a comic paper. Was it the grand old Punny Wonder? I remember Chapltn•s rtrst 
appearance on a cover and stil l think Casey's Court, the stories or Cheerful Charlie Brown, 
Handsome Harry , our orrice boy and the cross ta lks were good sturr tor kids or our age. 
But when we graduated to the Magnet, Gem, Penny Pop and Boys' Realm we round a grander 
pasturage. Unlucky modern k1ds1 
(or course they were good for USL Danny mentions •p 1mple11 ln this month's extract, and 
we fancy he has mentioned him berore. We cannot say whether 1 P1mple" was ever in a comic 
paper, but probably some readers will remember. -ED.) 

E1 THO~ON (Edinburgh): Danny certainly kept his Diary up to date. l rement>er all the 
old silent C!lms he mentions - Clutching Hand, Perils or Pauline, Si l ent Menace, Hooded 
Terror, etc, all reaturtng lovely Pearl White. Another queen or the s il ent screen was 
Ruth Roland. I forget the rtlms thls other favourite or mine played ln, but how l enjoy9d 
those goOd old thrillers. Halcyon daysL 
JOHN l.DMAS (Regiria, Canada): Collectors' Digest is indeed an outstanding magazine or 
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lntereat tor old boys llke myself, and I get a kick out ot readlng facts and colllllents con­
tributed by lts wrl ters and readers, and up to the mlnute news on future pu,bllcatlons ot 
aehool atorles I so much enjoy. 
PEID\ HANGER (Northampton): I thought "The Grand Old DUke of York" edl torlal a tine 
piece ot wrltlng. In view of all the frustrations you must feel on this subject, your 
good humour does you great credit. With regard to H. Chapman's remarks about St. Frank• s 
boys ln unltonn. Could this refer to three s.o.L• s ln 19407 I r I reca l l rightly, the 
coTers depleted boys in uniform, but thi s had nothing to do with the war. They were, ln 
tact, the Petticoat Rebellio n series. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

OUR CHRIS'niAS COl1PE'l'ITION 

The competition sheet ls given loose wit h the Christmas Number or Collectors' Digest. 
It 1• a competltlon whlch featured ln ANSWERS nearly sixty years ago, except that we are 
only aaltlng tor two plctlll"es to be solved, while ltif!WERS had a series or them. 

J lg-saw puzzles were a ll the rage at that t lme. Everybody was doing them, and, 
accordln& to report, peop l e were paylng as much as rive guineas to purchase ju st one j1g-... 

In i.tie CQ111Pet1t1on we give you two pictures. The small picture piece or the tlylng 
mechine at the top 1s a mlsslng Part or each picture. Caref ully cut out the separate 
piece• or each or the pictures, making sure to keep the pictures stparate. Then make up 
:,our two j lg-saw puzzles. Flt the !lylng machine Into one or the pictures. In the aecond 
p tcture, leave the space blank where the r lying mchlne lhould tit. When YoU have usenr 
bled the two jig-saws, paste them on to a sheet or paper, add your name and addreas, and 
peat the sheet to the edit.or. 

In £na,,ers, they gave as a first prise a Rover motor-car worth £150. We cannot be 
IO 1enerou1. We .-hall award two prl ze1 - the very latest W 1111 am Book and the very la test 
A&ath& Chrlstle to the two readers who submit the best efforts. 

Even tr you don•t have a shot at the competition, we hope you will still enjoy your-
111r wlth the Jlasaws. - - -- -- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - - - - - -LONDON 1\§eQRT { contlnuett from page 30) •• 

Bob BlYthe reported that 259 books were out on loan in his Nelson Lee section or the 
library. 

Roger Jenkins a lso reported good business in the Hamiltonlan section and stated that 
all the •Populars" were now in new binding. 

Mentlon t1as made or the Columbia 12 inch record about Frank Richards. We hope to 
h.&Te a playing or this at t he Cricklewood Christmas meeting. 

Bill Lotts gave a talk on Sexton Bl ake and the aut hor , Anthony Skene. This led up to 
a general discussio n on detectives. This fea ture took up the remaining time that was 
&Ta1lable and wlth votes or thanks to the hosts and tow. Davan Neil l or Hornc.hurch ror 
hll aenerous gltt to the Nel son Lee li brar y, it was homeward bound tor all or us. 

Due to the indisposition or our Len Packman, to whom the best wishes of all who 
attended the meeting go out to him in hospita l , th e Deceni>er Christmas meeting will now 
take place at the home or Bil l and narjorie Norris , 71 , Olive Road, Crlcklewood, London, 
N.w.2 1 , phone 01.Adstone 8148,o n SU!lday 19th. Kindly let hosts know 1! attendlng so as 
to facili tate cater i ng arrangemen ts. 

UNCLE Brn.T AMIN 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - ~ - -
WANTED Chums Annuals before 191 o. Reasonable price. 

N. WOOD, 367 BADDCM ROAD, CHEL113F(RD. 
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