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MAKING GOOD BOYS INTO BETl'ER BOYS 
The elderly lll8Il who was selling me a few books I wanted wrote me 

that if I would pay him Io/ - extra be would 'throw in ' an Aldine. 
liell, I did just thet - and he 'threw in' the Aldine. 

I can't recall that I ever before had an Aldine in my life. This 
one is No, 200 of the Aldine O' er Land and Sea Library, and it is en­
titled "Blake the Mountain Lion." The author's name is not given. It 
didn't see,a to be the practice to name any autho r in the Aldine s of 
those days. 

The book comfrises 70 pages of about the dimensions of the sheets 
of the l ater Nelson Lee. Paper is quite good quality , and the printing, 
though small, is of excellent quality . The story, which is the only 
it em in the programe, consists of about 80,000 words . And the whole 
thing was sold fo r 2d. 

Even as a boy I never liked adventure sto r ie s , but as I have 
br owsed casually over parta of this one I have come to the conclusion 
t r.at it is very well -written. 

The Aldine Co seems to have been a busy one. The Aldine First­
Rate Pocket Library (Id) is adverti sed and the titles of 248 "volumes 
now ready in this series" are listed. Also advertised is the Aldine 
Garfie l d Library - each volume containing 192 pages in Beautifully­
Illu s trated lirepper (3d), In this series 84 titles are listed, and you 
are informed that • 1 to 84" are now awaiting you in the shope. The 
publishe rs draw your attention to the following -

"PJ.REIITS! Give the Garfield Volumes to your sons, as - to quote 
from a lette r received by us from a Rev . Schoolmaster : - "They make BAD 
boys into GOOD boys, and GOOD boys in to BmER boys, and we all thank 
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you heartily for th e Garfie ld Library. " 

I was able to dete rmine , more or less , the date of t his copy of 
th e Aldine which had bee n "thrown in " in return for my excess payment 
of IO/-. The whole of page 64 is devoted to a le tter. The publisher 
states that "it is WJ.th particular pleasure th a t we print a l e tt er from 
the emi nen t Dramati c Author and Cr itic , Mr . Mark Mel ford , giving hi s 
opinion of our Publ1cati on.s gene ral ly." 

I don't know whethe r Mr. Mark Melfo rd was as ''eminent " as the 
publishers suggest , but bis letter is headed Strand Theatre , and da te d 
April 10th 1894 , and he ex presses himself with a wealth of superla­
t iv es , so he must surely have worn a fur-collared overcoat . 

He concludes : 
"I am only amazed tha t such thoroughly genuine literary abili ty 

can be obtained and dispensed at such a figure, and presume its oxplan ­
a tion is in the highly gratifying fact of your en onnous and co lo ssa l 
c ircula t ion. Toe thoroughly heal thy , wholesome , and sound reading to 
be found i n every number of your libraries will be admitted by every 
cle rgyman in England, and taken advantage of by every schoolmaster who 
desires to furnish hi s pupils w1th the pri nciples of virtue , courage , 
and hones ty ." 

!Im: I can ' t speak for the boys of 1894 , but I feel quite sure 
that in my own boyhood I should have given a very wide be r th to any 
books recommended for my improvement by my clergyman or icy school ­
master , The Aldin e Co may not ha ve unde r s tood boyhood psychology , 
The only books th at tIIY schoolmaste r ever re commended me to read were 
"Kipps" and "Mr. Barnes of New York. " I have never re ad either to this 
day. I am qui te sure that my sc hoolma s ter would have professed to take 
a very dim V1ew of eithe r the Magnet or the Gem - or , in fac t , any 
Aldine . 
A CORRECTION: 

Last month we mentioned that Colle c tors I Digest has been give n a 
new telephone number, but unfortunately we printed it inco rr ectly . 
From out side the London area , you di a l 01 - 399- 3357. From ins id e the 
London area you dial only 399- 3357 . 
THE ANNUAL IS COMING: 

Once again you will expect the Annual, which wi ll be winging your 
way i n December , to be packed with good things , and I do not think you 
will be disappointed . This year we have a real wea l th of Hamilton and 
Brook s ian material to bring you , with all our grea t team of star 
writers at their best , plus some first - class articles which are off 
the bea t en track . 
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Our only shortage now is in the field of Sexton Blake lore , and 
we are hoping that some of our Blakian expe rt s will turn up trumpe be­
fo re it i s too late . Have you ordered your copy yet of Collecto rs' 
Digest Annual for 1966? 

~: 
Once again we must remind our adver t isers that the name and 

address of the advertiser mus t be in cluded wit h each advertisement . 
A surprising ly l arge number send i n announcements wi. thout i ncluding 
these det ai l s , evident ly assuming that at this office we have plenty 
of time to check am insert the i nformat io n in ques tion. 

It wil l al so be appre ciated if readers who s end in articles or 
lette rs which they hope to see published will write as legibl y as 
poss ible , and print any titles or names quoted .. If we oursel ves find 
it difficult to read par t s of an article or a letter , it is likely 
t hat our prin t ers will find it an impossib ili ty . In consequence , 
every month we find ourselv es re - tying material to aid our printers I 

eyesight. I t means a good deal of ex tra work for your editor who 
al ways has plenty t o do, and it could usually be avoided if a little 
more care were t aken with the original . Please be kind t o t he old boy. 

THE EDITOR 

~: Nel son Lee 1st New Series. 

MR. L • . i{ORMULL, 245 DAGNAM PARK DRIVE, HAROLD HILL, ROMFORD, ESSEX. 

MAGNETS WANTED, 1930-39 . Also SKIPPERS, WIZARDS and HOTSPURS 1937-
39 , Would welcome offers of oth er paper s of thi s peri od . 

D. MALLE'!'r, 24 BATC!IELORS BARN, ANDOVER, RANTS . 

WANTED: C.D. Annual , 1948. Magnets 1Z77, 1283 , 1466, 1644; Gems 
1931-3 ; Popula r s 1922; Magnets 1935 to 1939 ; S .O.La . 148, 188, 373 , 
391. 

38, ST. THOMAS ROAD, PRESTON. 

WAflTEII: C.D. Annual 1947 ; C.Ds . 2, 4- 7 , 9 , Complete Set S.P.Cs. 
i ncluding inde x bound/unbo und. 

JOHN BECK, 29 MILL ROAD, LEWES, SUSSEX. 

WAflTED: Pre-war copies of Champion , Topical Times , and Puck. 

HEARN, 191, ARBURY ROAD, CAMBRIDGE. 
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HAMIL TON IANA 
DO YOU REfflMB!lt? ,By Roger M. J enkins 

No. 60 - Gems 46-50 - the American Trip Seri es 

Charl es Hamil t on' s first fo r eign series wou ld be noteworthy by 
any s tandards, but the one which began over Chr istmas in 1908 was 
excep ti onal i.n many ways . 

The st ory began at St . Jim 1 s , with descriptions of sno wfl a kes 
saili ng on t he kee n wind in the old quadrangle, and the horses o-f th e 
s t a tion hack were steaming in the cr i sp air. There were dark , rich 
illustrati ons by Warwick Reynolds as well as the cus t omary accounts of 
th e various junio r s taki ng their trains homewards, but the g rou p 
acc ompanying Tom Merry to his Hampshire home of Hucklebe r ry Heath 
would have been conside red unusua l in l ate r days , for the y were Guss y, 
Skimpole, and D' Arey minor. Their adventures at Huck le be r ry Hea t h 
were al l a l it t le i nconsequential, though charm i ng in th eir sim plicity. 
The s tory began i n rea l earnest when Tom's rich uncle in Arizo na , 
Gabrie l Poins ett, exp r essed a wis h to see his nephew wi t h a vie w t o 
leav i ng him all hi s money, and of course all four juni ors departed f or 
the United St a t es, having been given a royal send -o ff a t Southamp ton 
by all th ei r sch ool friends . Blake joi ned t he party in rather dramatic 
c i r cumstances late r , in New York. 

Charles Hamilton could scarce ly be called a lef t-wing writer, and 
indeed Skimpo le th e Socialis t was in t ended t o be a f igure of fun , but 
never th e l ess there were some very r adical comment s on i ndustrial l if e 
in the s tory deal ing wit h Chicago . Not only were t he que s t ions of un ­
employment and the monotony of factory l ife touched upo n , but some 
s t rikingly modern r emarks about the dangers of full employment we r e 
made as well . This was to be the keynote of all future for e ign t r ave l 
se ri es - adven ture plu s a social commentary t hat was a ll the more far­
s i ghted for not being derived from per sonal experien ce in mos t cases . 

The series must have delighted Gem reader s in its time, not only 
fo r it s novelty but also f or the enthralling adve nture s in the Rockie s, 
a sce ne to "Which the autho r was des t ined to re turn in h i s "Writings 
many time s in future yea r s . The se r ies also bequeathed a permanent 
legacy to the St. Jim's cast of characte r s in the sha pe of Buck Finn , 
the r anch manager ' s son who accompanied the juniors back t o St. Jim • s. 
Like many Americans in Charl es Hami lton ' s stories , he was ra t her 
boastful and unattractive. I n the St. Jim ' s saga he was reall y 
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superseded by Kit Wild.rake , the Canadian , who had all the good point s 
of Buck Finn and none of his bad ones • 

• • • * * 
LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

~· OOT OF STEP 

Danny, in his Diary la s t month, commented on Gussy being "quite , 
qui te out of charac ter11 in the two blue Gem s tori es "Every Inch a 
Hero" and "Heroes of the Fourth. 11 

These two yarns are worth a glan ce , quite apart from the fa ct 
t hat they were publi shed in the wrong order , the seq uel appearing be­
fore the opening story. They starred the St. Ji m' s day boy, Dick 
Brooke, and Arthur Augustus D'Arcy , plus a matt er-of - fa ct young 
fl apper named Sylvia Carr. They fi r s t met at a cricket week at East­
wood House , during which Tom Merry's team met a gi rl s ' elev en at 
c ri cket , and Gussy, who had fallen for Sylvia Carr, bet her a kiss 
that the boys would win. In the se cond t ale ( which was published 
firs t ) , Sylvia came to . live near St. Jim ' s , and Gussy was jealous that 
the girl was giving more attention to Brooke than to him. A fight 
ensued , after which Gussy refused to shake hands with Brooke. 

Apart from anything else , it is obvious that Gussy wss , ss Danny 
declared, "Quite, quite out of charac ter." There was nothing out of 
charac ter in hi s f alling in love. Martin Clifford - the real one -
often showed Guss y suffering from t he dart of Cupid, but always in 
hilarious little pen-pictures of s s imple lad's calf - love. To see him 
depicted as an ogli ng young bounder whose jea lousy made him unsporting 
produced rather an itch for the regular rea der . 

Providing s substitute writer could write reasonably well there 
was no re sson why he should go far wrong when handling the minor 
char acters , which may have supplied the reason why the sub stor ies 
of t en seemed to gi. ve undue prominence to such charac ter s . Dick Brooke 
provided no stumbl ing block, but when he tried somewhat unskilfully to 
use Gussy as a foil for Brooke, then the sub writer found himself on 
thin i ce . 

Charles Hamilton's greate s t piece s of charac terisation were never 
succ essfully handled by the substitute writers. In the last two or 
thre e ta l es in the post-var Bunter st or i es, Vernon-Smith was out of 
char acter. With most if not all of the other characters, the writer 
got by adequately. 

Yet Talbot wss constantly put in the lead in substitute stories 



Page 7 

over a good many years , and these ·were probably reasonably successf ul 
so far as sub stories went . Which proves, in my view, that though Tal ­
bot in his time was unquestionably one of Hamil ton's most popular 
characters , he was by no means a first-rate piece of characterisation . 
Action and sen t imen t ality counted far more than characterisation in all 
the Talbot tales. 

It was very different with Vernon-Smith who was one of the most 
outstandill8 pen-pictures of schoo lboy literature . 

Even with Bunter, the sub writers could not go far wrong, even 
though Hamilton a t his best was capable of prese nt ill8 jo yous sati r e 
and rich comedy allied with some memorable cameoes of charac t erisa ti on 
in connection with his most famous creati on Or all. But Bunte r lived 
essentially from week to week, and "anything went" when Bunte r was put 
in the pie ture . 

Did Charles Hamil ton himself ever pre sent any of his best creations 
out of character? I think one could confidently say that he did not. 
All the same. he never re captured the characterisation of Cardew in any 
of his post -war tales of St . Jim's . Possibly he had lost the art of 
put t ing brilliant repar tee and droll comments in to the mouths of his 
playe r s. I think, too, that he was well aware of a stage comic who had 
wOn considerab l e fame in hi s role as "Carde w, th e Cad. 11 

Whether the r e was any link between the stage "Cad" and the St. 
Jim ' s Cardew it is difficult to say , but evident l y Hamilton though t 
th ere was. He plugged the "Cardew the Cad" t heme in the post-war St . 
Jim ' s ta l es to the detriment of genuine characte ri sa tion. 

Concerning the first Rebel series , there have been a few readers 
who consi dered that the author shoul d never have 'actual ly put Wharton 
on the r oad to ruin as happened in that series. Per sonal l y, I do not 
agree with them. 

It was in the first Rebel series that Harry llharton came into his 
own as his cr eator's f in est piece of character writing. 

It is in t eresting t o see how the editor of the Companion Papers 
handled the matter when r eaders wrote t o him in the autumn of 1916 to 
complain of favourites being portrayed out of character. It is fairly 
c lear that by this time Hinton was in the services , and Pentelow was 
in t he editorial chair, for the reply to th e cri ti cs is ponderous and 
quite lacking in humour . 

Letters to the editor, published in the Chat Page, were a lways 
suspect , but I feel t hat Pentelow was less given to invention than 
Hinton, and, i n ariy case, the c r iticisms ring true . These were 
dire cted a t one substitute story nEvery Inch a Hero " and at one genuine 
tale "For D1 Arcy 1 s Sake." There was no mention of Gussy 11betting a 
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kiss , " though criticism of that ma,y have turned up later . 

"A Yorkshire reader , 11 wri tes Pentelow , "complains bitterly of the 

manner in which D' Arcy behaved to Dick Brooke in the story 'Every Inch 

a Hero• and asks 'I s this our Gussy? • " 
It was hardly possible for Pent elow to admit that it was not "our 

Gussy" at al l. So he went into a ra ther hammy lecture to explain tha t 

"the green - eyed demon of jealousy got hold of poor Gussy , and made him 

do what he took shame for afterwards. " 
"It is a London reader , 11 adds Pentelov , "who waxes bitter about 

the weakness of Bob Cherry, Frank Nugent , and Hurre e Singh i n gambling 

with the sharpe r in the t rain in the s tory "For D' Arey• s Sake ." It 

would appear that he can forgi ve h'ugent , on the score of bis being 

al ways weak and easily influenced , and also Irucy , on the ground - a 

highly deba te able one, I think - that he hardly knew he was wrong . 

But he cannot forgive Bob Cherry, or, rather, he cannot forgive Mr, 

Richards for making Bob the third vi c tim of the gambler ' s wiles. He 

says that had Wharton been one of the gambling trio , he would never 

have read anothe r Magnet," 
The edito r comment s very se r iously : "llhllt the three Greyfriars 

f ell ows did was wrong - admi tted! But it was foolish , not wicked . 

They were bet rayed by good nature , and not by love of gambling, I do 

not believ e that any boy who read the sto ry with intelligence fai led 

to derive the right moral - and that a good one - from it." 

One cannot help wondering what the London reader , if he was still 

reading the Magnet ten years later , thOU,!htof Wharton in the Rebel 

series . Also , one cannot help wondering vhether it occurred to the 

edito r t ha t 'any intelligent boy· who read the s tory might decide on 

the real reason why Gussy was out of character i n "Every Inch a Hero~" 
Most of us would agree that the Gussy of the two Syl via Carr 

stories was not the real Gussy . Whether ve would r egard Bob Cherry , 

persuaded into gambling by Captain Punter, or Harry llhllrton visiting 

the Crose Keys in the Rebel series as out of character is another 

matte r. No doubt the credibility of characte r isation depends entirely 

on just how a story is told . 
A final bit of character work of this type came in the Gem• s 

Torrence series , in which Manners insi s ted that Tom Mer ry should fight 

Torrence on acc ount of the l a t ter ' s a ttitude towards Manners Minor. I 

remember, when I read t his s t ory as a boy , that I was not happy over 

the se r ies, considering that Manners was portrayed rather out of 

charac ter , even though human actions in cer tain circumstances are 

impossible to analyse . As I have aaid befo re , th e r eal trouble here 
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was that the mantle of Nugent , and the hackne yed younger brother 
relationsh ip, sh ould never have fallen u pon Manners i n the first place . 

* * **** * 
COm'ROVERSIAL ECHOES 

No. 102. ARE AUTHORS NUTS? 

R. J . GODSAVE: Your a rti cle on "Are Authors Nuts ?" makes one wonder if 
au th ors eventually get bored with t he charac t er s t hey create . Lik e you , 
I think that only sugges tions are given to Authors by the lliitors , and 
it is up to the Author t o make any altera tions i f they so de si re . 

If E.S.B . ma.de the change in orde r to broaden hi s scope in writin g 
the St . Frank's s tori es th en I am drawn to th e conclu si on t hat it was 
his responsibil i ty alone . 

In order to broaden the scen e it becomes necessary - as i n the 
case of Brooks - to introduce more new charac t ers in order to fill the 
depleted ranks which di stribution thro ugh additional houses makes . 
This in turn has the effe ct of comple t el y alte ri ng the familiar scene 
which is usual ly imprinted on th e r ea der s ' minds . 

CLIFF WEBB: Wha t eve r alse successfu l au th or s may be, they ar e a lmost 
ce rtainly no t· "nut s. " The points you r aise, and they ar e very inter­
esting point s indeed, are due, I think, t o t he fa ct that su ccessful 
author s are very, very human . They have to be - otherwi se t hey woul d 
not become success ful authors ! 

The reform ed charac ters seem to illustrate th is. When a dee p dyed 
"baddie" has oft en shown redeeming features , l i ke unlimited plu ck , for 
yea r s , surely it is a very human desire on the part of the author to 
want to see th a t good qua li ty triumph in the end, no matt e r wha t th e 
reader might think? 

When , l ike th e au thor s you name, one has churn ed out millions of 
word s over the year s a bout the same se t of cha r ac ter s, it may, s ome­
time s , become a bit of a s tr ain , no matte r how lucrative those charac ­
t ers have proved to be , and strain can lead to resentment of whatever 
is causi ng it . 

Any number of outside pre ss ure s can arise to break an au th or 's 
normal concen t ration on h is plots , an d if a hard and f ast deadline is 
added to thi s , his rea c tion could very wel l be : 11To h eck with it all !" 
These f ac tors could account for the appare ntly in compre hensible atti­
tude of an aU thor who says he wis hes he had never created a famous 
charac ter. 

Though I a gree that Charl es Hamilto n cou ld have written all the 



P 10 

s tories appearing under his name, I don't think th ere is any doubt 

that the overall s tandard of his work would have suffer ed , 
Whether he deliberately enlarged his own cast of characters in 

order to give himself more scope for plot ideas i& an interesting 

question to me . ... We readers were never tired of our tried and true 

heroe s , but perhaps thei r cre at or liked to give them a rest occasion­

ally . Were the newcomers introduced because the author was currently 

stuck for ideas about the old brigade , or bad he simply come across 

an interesting character in real life which he wanted to show to us? 

It would be interesting to know just how many characters were imposed 

upon him by suggested plots . 
I feel you over- simplify the matter soi::ewhat when you say a good 

writer should be able to write up a suggested plot . It may be that 

even a great writer like Charles Hamil ton occasionally had some diffi ­

cult y in develo pi ng an ide a not hi s own. Certainly a suggested plo t 

is no excuse for a poor story , but , in my opinion , if an author is not 

too happy with a plot the only alternative to a poor story is to scrap 

the idea alt oget her , 
However , I must agree that ;ihen a series rambles on for too long 

the author shoul d carry the can back . Reading a long , i ndif fere nt , 

se rie s of that type , one has the fe eling that if one were to ask of 

the author : "When and how will this th ing end?" he would rep ly : "I'm 

wonder ing that myself:" 

W. T. THURBON: You ask in the current "Let's be Controversial" "Are 

Authors Nuts?" and use , as your fir st illustration Conan Doyle and 

Sherlock Hol.ir.es. I have always understood that Doyle believed his 

bes t work to be in the historical s torie s in "'l1'1.e White Company" etc . 

and not in Sherlock Holmes. And possibly an author is not the best 

Judge of his own work, but then also perhaps the public is not either . 

Every .!!Q2!! writer is a creative artist - and each new work is a new 

crea tio n - and he may well feel he wants to try , or has to try some­

thing new, Here of course ther e is a tension be tween author and 

reader . He vants to create something new. we want to know more about 

Sherlock Hol.ir.es, or D' Artagnan , or Frodo Huggins , Socetimes the 

autho r yields , After all , he write s to live as well as lives to write 

- so Sherlo ck Holmes returns . If he writes for money mainly he 

na tur ally sticks to his own line - hence James Bond (an industry , not 

a character) . But on the whole I think the aut hor does well to change 

from an artistic angle , if not a financial one. C. S. Lewis ended 

Narnia with "The Last Bat tl e . " C. S . Forrester would probably have 

done well to have ended Hornblower sooner . With the weekly ser ies the 
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problem is more difficult. But S. Clark Hook would have written better 
i.f he Md abandoned Jack, Sam & Pete years before they finished. And 
to each generation, I think, Sexton Blake is really only I alive' for a 
ten year period . 

And Charles Hamilton in lat,ryears really found it necessary to 
concent rate on one school at a time . Hence the sub-write r s. 

From the finan c ial angle the aut hor may indeed be "nuts, " but fro m 
the artistic angle he may be r igh1 ,, We like Fa ther Brown , but if 
Chesterton had stuck to him we should have lost "The Flying Inn" and 
"The Club of Queer Trade s " - and if Rider Haggard had stu ck to Alan 
Qua t ermain we shou ld have l ost a ll tho se wonderful historical and 
Egyptia n s torie s - not to mention "Queen Sheba' s Ring . " 
GERRY: ,ALLISON: Most intere sting why authors - and others prefer their 
lame ducks . Handel thought his fine s t work was Tl!FX)DORA - a quite for­
go tte n oratorio. 

But I can easily understand why Tom Merry was eclipsed . Wharton 
was introdu ced as a rebel against authority - Merry as a mollycoddle. 
Miss Fawcett 1s many visits to St. Jim's alway s made Tom a laughing­
stock of'. his enemies - and friends! "Manners and Lowther were wai ting 
for him at the door of the House . They were looking very grave , havin g 
laughed themselves into a s tate of exhaustio n in the study. "Miss 
Fawcett gone? " asked Manners solemnly . " (Gem No. 1290). 

Wharton was never made to look ridi culous in the way for instance 
that Merry was in Gem 1285 "Cousin Ethel I s Birthday 4" Se e th e cover 
illustration: Even then Merry ,lid not realise that he had been made a 
fool of, but we read :- 11There was a rather curious smile ·upon Cousin 
Ethel • s face as she walked up the garden pa th . " 

I think eve ntually Martin Clifford s imply gave up trying t o make 
Tom Merry a hero , and let him become a less important character. In a 
letter which I possess , Charles Hamil ton says - "Figgins was my own 
favourite charac ter at St . Jim ' s, and I gave him the lead in the fir s t 
post -war story. " But, my word, thi s is a very cont rove rsial topic! 

W. O. G. LOFTS: It is a psychological fact that the creations of many 
famous authors are in time prone to get on their nerves. The charac ­
ters of their own imagination get s so strong on their mind that they 
fi nd· it devel oping in their own personality and resent its presence .. 
The most famous case was Tom Brown who created Weary Willie and Tired 
Tim, the two famous tramps in CHIPS. Tom Brown in time even dreamed 
about them , and confessed that they got on his nerves - so much so that 
he dropped them completely as far back as late 1899 - though they ran 
drawn by other artists ri gh t up to 1953: 
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There is no evidence of Charles Hamilton ever confessing that any 

of his crea tio ns s<>t on his nerve s - if they did he kept i t to himself . 

It is alleged by edit ors a t the Amalgamated Pre ss th at he tired of 

vriting Creyfriars and St. Jim ' s at various per iods , and wanted to 

create nev series to refre sh his mind. As our edito r says , the change 

may have done him good though it did not always work out as he 

planned . It is of couree perfectly tru e tha t many authors are prone 

to blame an indifferent story on it being editorially sugges t ed though 

writers I have found never give praise to the editor when an edi tori ­

all y suggested tale is proclaimed a brilliant story : I agree with our 

edito r that any story is how the writ er concerned wrote it , as to its 

proper merit s, 

ROBERT KELLY: Re your coments in "Are Authors tiuts?" some authors do 

eeec to get childishly jealous of characters of their own creation who 

succeed in becoming household names, Strange , but there it is. · 

Charle s Hamil ton was not subject to such f its of temperament but under ­

standably he wanted a change of pace every so often and he also wanted 

to prove a little late in the day that he had not los t the magic touch 

for creating new "household names. " 

PETER llALKlll: May I say how much I enjoyed your recent article con­
cerning cricket at the old schoo ls , I grew up on cr icket and the 

Magnet and Gem, and it isn ' t surp ri sing that I shall always associate 

the great crick et names of t he past with some of my earliest r ecollec ­

tions of the Magnet and Gem. For instance I always rec all that Hobbs 

and Sandham of Surrey go v:ith my first reading of a Cem called "D'Ar cy's 

Deal." I rather imagine that I must have picked it up a t a second -

hand bookshop around 1922 because I have an idea it was published 

during the 1914- 1916· war, · 

RAY HOPKINS: . Could it be that these best selling characters te nd to 

• take over' the lives of their inventors? (Angela Thirkell al ways 

uses the word 'invent' rather than 'c rea te ; ' perhaps she d.oesn' t want 

to put herself in a God- like pos1 tion.) Maybe the authors ge t sick to 

death of having the constant companionship in th ei r heads of their 

' bes t- sellers . ' Perhaps Sherlock Holmes' use of drugs and eternal 

scr aping at the violin made Conan Doyle nervous . Maybe Miss Crompton 

found llilliam's unti diness spelling (but I'm sure she laughed a t some 

of the things she gave him to say) . I can ' t imagine her ever thinking 

of Jw, as a br at , though , I think she liked him too well for that . 

Afte r all , he alvays won! The number of times that E, S, Brooks 

parti ally des troy ed St . Frank ' s miB!it lead one to t hi nk he was trying 

to di spose of al l his schoo l boy characters en bloc but they al ways 



Page 13 

mar.aged to escape the flame s or the falling m&.aonry, and were hale and 

hearty in next week 1s story. 

gE ENTERTAINED MILLIONS 

~....-..., f1.,.Ac1 '"" ~ .,.;.,.:.7 o-!.< 

~'1- s~~ 
·~w~ 

<~~ ip -~.t .~: ~ 
~~"'.\ #:,; ,rrr IL~ ""f JJ\u 

By ll. 0 . C. Lofts 

Probably the name of 
A. T. Brown 'WOulC. not 
,...an a thing to most 
collectors - mainly be­
cause his work was never 
signed . But if I say -
do you rezcember those 
wonderful comic charac terS 
such as ... 

Homeless Hect or , P .C. 
Cuddlecook , Moonlight 
Moggie, SUnbeam The 
lMocent, Pa Perkins and 
Per cy, Dad Walker and His 
S~n We, lly, and lns t but 
not least the fabu lous 
Charlie Chaplin in the 
blu e FUNNY WONDER - you 
11111 be interested to 
know that I recen tly met 
the now retired artist 
A. T. Brown (Ber t ) who 

crea ted then:, and spe nt a delightful 
to the turn of the century . 

evening with him going ri ght bac k 

John L. Jukes (Alfie the Air-Tramp in the Joker) and an enthusiast 

in our hobby described 'Bert ' Br own aa the doyen of all comic artists 

and as a fellow artist has greatly admired his work through the years; 

and probably the msjori ty of re ade rs would instantly confi rm that 

opinion, now thet they know the name of the man behind the seer.es as 

it were. 
Born in Sutton, Surrey , "Bert" as I will c&ll him - worked first 

in a draughtsman1 s office . Then, lik e all would be arti sts , sent up 

comic jokes to edito r s and having had ciany accepted joined tl:e Amalga ­

mated Pres s around 1905. 
The King of all comic artists was and always will be the great 

Tom Bro~ne - creator of Weary Willi e and Tired Tim - and "Bert" was a 
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t remendous admirer of all his work. As a young man he ca lled round to 
see him at his home in Greenwich and al though Tom Browne was ill i n 
bed "Bert " was s till able to have a long chat with the famous and 
rev e red Old Master . 

His first c omic cre ation was Homeless ~ Hecto r , that l ovable doggie 
in CH1PS, of whom I am writing another full l ength article. In t his 
same per iod and for roughly a year he a l so dr ew Weary Willie and Tired 
Tim - after A. B. Payne . (It is wor t h recording tha t Tom Browne dre w 
the last set Dec. 22nd, 1899) and so yet another name can be added to 
a hos t of famous names who drew the two tramps. 

"Bert " rel at ed with some amusement how one day a phone call came 
to the office for Phil Swinnerto n t o go t o th e Daily Mirr or Office to 
star t some comic ani mals for them. As Phi l was not avail able A.B. 
Payne went i ns tead.. Payne of course became f amous as the cr ea tor of 
Pip, Squeak and Wilf r ed , and it ' s funny how some little matters of 
chance change an art i st ' s whole li fe . (A s imilar thing happened with 
Rookwood, C. H. Chapman/G. W. Wake fi eld , the la tt er going into an 
of fice out of his turn . ) 

"Bert" Brown's main job was crea ti ng comic c harac ter s , and as 
always many art i sts t ook over his ori gina l creations i n time in perio ds 
when he was busy else where. 

Quite jus tly proud, he can we ll r ecall how f antastically ent husi ­
astic the reader s ' react i on was to his f ir s t Charl i e Chaplin sets in 
the Funny Wonder. Probably the fir s t t ime a famous ac tor had bee n 
portrayed in a comic dr awing f orm . (Hi s ide a obviously made Fi lm Fun 
and Kinema Comic.) Harold J . Garri sh was so pleased wit h hi s draw­
ings of the world ' s greatest comedian tha t he pre sented him with a 
gold cigare tt e cas e , and grateful t hanks . 

He knew of course al l the other well kriown art i s t s in their prime. 
H. F. Foxwell who drew Ti ger Tim for so many year s befo r e jo ining the 
Da ily Mail t o draw Teddy Tail. That great i ll us tr ato r in the comics 
and boys pape rs - J. Louis Smyth an I rish/ Amer ican who was fond of 
s inging songs about the deep sou th - and who was quit e a charac ter . 
Percy Cocking who drew Wear y Willie and Ti re d Tim for well over 40 
years ! and so many, many more . 

In l ater yea r s , apart from crea ting dozens of other well known · 
and poj>.tl ar chara c t er s (The Merry Boys of Ding l e School in Comic Life 
i s another I can recall) he drew Harry Secombe, Petula Clarke and The 
Beverley Si sters in Radio Fun . Such was the demand for his work th at 
at one time he was doing no le ss than 50 comic drawings a week, even 
t aking t hem on holiday to do . 

Conti nued on page 17 ... 



NELS.ON LEE COLUMN 
(CO!IDUCTED BY JACK WOD) 

,AEATH OF LES CONTRIBUTOR: 

It Is sad to r ecord the death of yet anothe r of the old school 
of Nels on Lee enthusias ts - this time Herbert Chapman of Bar t on- on­
Humber. The passing on of Mr, Chaiman is a part icular blow to this 
Column, for he has been one of our most regular cont ribut ors for a 
good many years past . An enthusiastic and controversial writer , it 
is hard to think of anyone who can fi J 1 his place . We shall miss him 
so r el y, 

THE BISMARCK STORY: 

At the las t meet i ng of our Midlan d Club , it wss mentioned t ha t 
th e famous Sexton Blake sto ry , re cently most succes s fully reissued in 
the Sexton Blake Lib r ary under the titl e "The Case of the Bi smarck 
Memoirs," was also published i n the Nelson Lee Library in the late 
t went ie s, with t he names of Nelson Lee and Nipper subs t itu ted f or 
t hose of Blak e and Tink er res pectively. 

Th.is was a bi t of a surpri se to us at the C.D. edit orial off ic e, 
and we assume tha t t he s tory in th e Lee would have been the Union 
Jack st ory "The Clayton M9at 11,Ys ter y" which was a ver sion of part of 
the Bismarck st ory, Maybe some of our Lee experts can gi ve us 
detail s. 

I t is, of cours e , t est imony to the great popularity of Pierre 
Quiroule that this par t icul ar story should have been printed once in 
full and twice in part in the twenties, and then agai n in full in 
1934. Moat Quiro ule novels appeared twice in the S .B. L. , and sections 
of many also formed U.J . tales. It would be interesting t o know 
whether any other played perts in the Nels on Lee Librar y , 

THE LE!'l'ER By Will i am Lister 

During the average lifetime of anyone, many hundreds of letter s 
are received . These could range from love-le tt ers , poiso n- pen letters , 
anonymous letters, bus in ess l ette r s , even (if you live to be 100) a 
letter from the Queen. 

Almos t every lett er from a fr i end i s a joy to re ceive , t hough 
one must confess th at some le tt ers con tain sad as well as glad news, 
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over 9':ffe of letters are immediately disposed of , while s ome are re ­
tained a few days or weeks . Of course there are letters of famous 
people preserved bound for pos t erity ; such as thos e of Dr . Johnstone , 
or Samuel Ru therford or the epistles of Paul. 

But th ere are those of such a per sonal natur e that they are kept 
a t least during the lifetime of the owner . Maybe a letter from the 
Queen, love -l etters bound with ribbon , th e last letter of a o::other, 
wife or friend before they died . 

Such is the letter of which I write . It is dated May 1st , 1961, 
t he printed address being 26, Briar Road , London, S.W.16. and the 
writer , Mr. F.dwy Sear l es Brooks, from which I quote: -

" Dear Mr. List er , 
Your lette r of April 28th was very welcome. It al ways 

gi ves me a pleasure to hear from the 11old faithfuls" who years ago 
used to read my 11St . Frank' s " school stories . I am further gratified 
that you are now enjoying 11Ilf books abou t Norman Conquest and Ironsides 
Cromwell " ( .• here follows much of a personal nature) . To resume 
11! am cons t an tly receiving letters from men of your age , who used to 
read rey school stories , and in many instan ces t hey have so ns who are 
now reading ol d copies of the good ol d Nelson Lee Library . It almost 
makes me think t hat there must have been something i nte r esting in my 
earlier work . 

When I get a l et t er of appre cia tion such as yours , it encourages 
me to carry on, and all I can say now is to thank you for your 
generous words and good wishes . 

Sincerely , 
Edwy Searles Br ooks . 

Perhaps only those who have heard of Mr. Br ooks , or have r ead his 
school , adventure or detective stories will understand the valu e of 
t his letter to me. I t is now nearly f ive years old , and should 
anot her five, ten or fi ft een years elapse , it will be t r easured even 
more . ThlS letter . my first and l ast from the late Edwy Searles 
Brooks , whom I conside r the top author of my boyhood sch ool tales, and 
among top favourite for adventure and de t ectiv e s tor ies in my early 
fifties . 

STEPPING STONF.S By R. J . Godsave 

A small boy leaving a Publi c Library , meeting an equally smal l 
girl about to enter , said 11They1ve a smashing book in there , all about 
a cat si t ting on a mat." 
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From -thi s elementary begi""1ng we gradually advanced into the 

reading of fiction and non - fic t ion books , The former for mental 
relaxation , the latter being imposed for our own good . 

The "Play box Annual II type of book , .,,as , perhaps , the li.nk 
between the "cat 11 stage and the comics. Personal ly , I think the coaucs 
of the period between the wars were somewhat over the heads of tho se 
for whom the comics catered . I doubt very much whet her the pr inted 
matter under the clever dt'awinga was read or appreciated by the av er ­
age reader a t that s t age , 

!low one sudd enly transfer s their allegiance to the school and 
de te c tive books , such as the Magnet, Gem and Nelson Lee etc, I do not 
know. I cannot be l ie ve that anyone c an read such a book for th e first 
time , and l ike it . 

In my own case , the first Nel son Lee I eve r read was O.S . 251 
"The School on Strike" bought by "<}' elde r brother. Lack:ing knowledge 
of the background and characte rs, I found the whole book ext remely 
confusing. 

Unlike the hard cove r books whose characters are gradually intro­
duced to the reader, the characters are al.ready on the sc ene, and , 
unless one star ts from No. I it is a cas e of picking up the thread s 
and carrying on from there. 

I can only assume that I mus t have persevered or casually read 
mor e Nelson Lee ' s un t il the whole picture of St , Fr ank ' s became cl ear 
in "<}' mind. From that moment I became a r egular and en t husiastic 
reader of the Nelson Lee Library . 

It never occurred to .., at that time to talce advant age of the 
invitatio n made by !Ir . Brooks to write to him , 

HE ENTERTAINED MILLIONS ! ( con t inued fr om page 14) . • • 
Now in retirem en t , and looking probably t wenty years younger than 

his real age "Bert" Brown still keeps his hand in by attending an art 
schoo l (not o f course in comic art but still life), He undoubtedly 
enterta i ned millions of reade rs in his time - and as one who remembers 
with great affection especially Homeless Hector and Dad Walker , the 
latter appearing in the pink LARKS from the firs t to last issue on the 
front page , may I say thanks "Bert " for the pleasure you gave to us 
al l. 

Wan t ed GE>!S before 1310, 

Write : LOFTS, 56, SH!llINGf!AM HOUSE, LISSON STREET, LONDON, N.W. 1 
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BLAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN, 

.27, Archdale Road, East ~lwi ch , London, S. E,22 

RECOMMENDING MR. S, BLAKE By Deryck Harvey 

So you want to hi re a privat e de te c t iv e? May I recom. end a very 
good friend of mine , a Mr. Sexton Blake of Baker Street? 

Yes, I know it's the done th ing, and all tt,,it, to re commend the 
man from Baker Street to a friend in need, but I can ass ure you that 
Blake i s a man of flaw less integr i ty , and exceptional skills and per­
ceptio n . Let me tell you somethin g about him, 

He has been fighting crime - you migh t almos t use the phrase 
li t erally - for longer than anyone would decently care to remind him. 
But he is s ti ll th e ath l eti c s id e of middl~ age , and he keeps himself 
i n perfe ct fettle both mentally and phys i cal ly. Such a demand is 
one of the walls of his professio n. 

This obses sion for personal effi ciency goes , in fa c t, much deep­
er. He i s al s o an expert on guns , preferr i rl8' a luger for persona l 
use , a firs t -class driver in his Bentley Continental, and he is an 
adept in Judo , fencing and art. He has trained his mind never to fo~ 
get any special knowledge, once learn t . 

His di re c t personal experien ce in crime and criminology is 
incan.parable , and his academic qualifica t i ons are vell - known. I t is 
not because I am a Cantabrian mysel f tha t I can point out that he ie 
a Doctor of Medic ine and Bachelor of Chirurgy of Cambridge University. 

Blake is a man of .imnense personal cha.rm. He can be downright 
rude to the unimaginative criminal , whose 1 iving he sco rns, but he 
res pects not hing more than intel l igence and, a close second, a man's 
ability instinctively to ac t upon his innate common sense. 

He i s sharply individual i n th a t hi s personal dynamism is eviden t 
at once to all who consult him, whether at his Baker Stree t rooms or 
hi s Berkeley Square offices. You can immedia tely sense his tolerance , 
understandil'}8 , compass ion and f ri endliness . 

That st r eak of pr acticality which he so much admire s in other 
people is , by the way, also his own proper ty . Evidence of it i s the 
way he has seen fit to loo k after his own home, which cost him £.27, 543 
when he bought the property , which houses his penthouse flat, from the 
jaws of redevelopnent. 



Pa 19 

The s tudy i s now the envy of all who see i t , am Blake fits i n t o 

it hand- in-glove, par t icularly llhen he is relaxing in his ol d and 

comfortable cl ub armchair - the only pie ce of furniture he refused to 

give up when hi s flat was redes i gned . Really , it is no wonder the t 

he is a contented man whenever he is at home . .. 

One more thing . . You'li WBJ:>t., tc>c recoFse Blake. should say 

it ' s unlik e ly you woulij be abl e'.. to ·mui-take him . but he is six feet 

tall , lith e , muscul ar and.;lt.iat{lb.ouldere<L He haa steely , gre y- blue 

e;es , dark brown hai r 11bt&··)n1>ets in ;. v in hi s forehead, and a 

fine ly -et ched mouth. • · ' · 
Thia is Sexton Bl ake as I have got to know him ove r the years , 

and I can fee l confide nt he's your man if you want any kin d of 

crimina l investigatio n undertaken . I r ecommend him to you wholly 

without reservations of 8IlY ki nd. 
Don't worr y about the fee, Blake is es judicious in these thi ngs 

as in all else . 

* * 
A BLAKE-BOND BILL By 0. W. Wsdham 

In the February i ss ue of Collectors' Diges t i t was announced 

t hat a series of Sexton Blake films i n colo r were being made. First 

was sa id to be "Sexto n Blake and the Doubl e Fi ve ," specially written 

by Donald Stuart . 
Being curious to see if that film would reach New Zealand, I 

kept an eye on th e amusement co lumns of Wellington Evening' Post. 

Sure enough , early in April th e Prin cess Theatr e a second - ru n house 

in the heart of the c ity, announced "the first of a new series of 

Sexton Blake ," that feature playing second fidd le to James Bond in 

"Goldfinge r . 11 

The Blake film , "Murder a t Site 3," was said to b e "fu ll of 

vi olence and murder , " and was bei ng shown fo r the fir s t t ime in N.Z. 

So those tha t went to see Bond sa w Blake first , but both films 

were given A certs . , so not mlJilY youngsters would cake hi s acquain t ­

ance . 
* * * * * 

R E VIEW 

Sexton Bl ake Library No. 31, IIURDER GOES NAP Rex Dol phin 

This is the first story from Rex Dolphi n in the new se r ies , and 

it is a gr eat pleasure to welcome him back . 
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The novel starts off at a furious pace Ki th Kit Lennox riding a 

horse in the Gr&nd National, and , even though the body of the rider i s 
left beneath his horse on the Aint ree course , the pace is m.s.intained 
from the fir st word till the last . 

Sexton Blake is called in to find out who i s re sponsible for the 
sabotage , ar son, and vic iou s wreckings of the betting-shops O\roT.ed by 
the jockey who came to grief at Aintree, ar.d the result i s plenty of 
vi olen ce . Much of the tale is centr ed in Sohc, and it is an overall 
picture of the seamie r side of ljfe. A very lar ge cast of charac ter s 
play their part , and Tinker adds to t he number by frequently becoming 
&!ward Carter . 

Out of the ordinary , it is full of excitement and well told. 
Though it may not be a "favourite" for every re ader , it is ce rtain 
that t he vast majo rity will vote it a "winner. 11 

-------- ------ --- ---------- - - -- ---

VANNY'S DIARY 
October 1916 

'we were plunged right into wi nter when summer time ended on 
October 1s t, and we had to put our clocks back one hour . It seemed 
avful at first, with it getting dark so ea rly, but now it is pleasant 
to sit round the fire and read my books . I hope we get Summer Time back 
next year, It has been a wonderful success , this first year of changing 
the clocks . 

I can • t help thinking that authors tend to plug their successful 
characte r s to death. It happened with Talbot in the Gem. And now, 
even more so , it is happening with Morningto n in the Boys• Friend. Of 
course , al'l the Mornington tales are first-chop, but I really think we 
are get ti ng too much of hi m. 

The first Rookwood story thi s mer.th was nThe Fis tical Four 's 
Revenge . 11 Mr, Manders had been a nuisance , so Lovell and Jimmy made 
a number of call s to Mr. Manders on the phone frorc Mr. Bootles • stuC.y, 
and they dropped a penny on the c•rpet to pay for each call they a.ade. 
Finally th ey inserted a notice in the local paper to ssy the t a rich 
man wanted to help the deserving needy - and gave Mr. Mander s ' address: . 
All so rt s of "deserving needy" preser. ted themselve s to Mr. Manders , 
among them Mr, Horatio Curll, a broken-d own actor from the Roser Moser 
Co. 

Mr. Curll first appeared i n the Gem. Later on he came into the 
Maj\net. Now he ha~- ~~d up at R,,:oo:,;kw=o:::od.::..:... _.::lihi=·c::.h,....Pr:;oe_v:.,e:.:,s~que;1:;·t:.:,ec_ __ 
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cl early that the same wri t er is handling St . Jim ' s , Greyfriars , and 

Rookwood. 
Second tale was "Barred From The Team" in which Moroington 

planned to pl ay in the foote r match at St. Jim' s . Through trickery , 

Lovell W&s left at Rookham where they changed trains ; Dodd was l eft 

a t La.ham where they changed t r ains again . But when Momington and 

Peel e turned up at St. Jim' s , Jimmy Silver still refused to play 

Mornington - and Arthur Augustus of St . Jim ' s played f or Rookwood 

instead . 
Mornington was now out for revenge ( tell me the old , old s tory ) 

and in "Jimmy Silver's Guilt , 11 Morny provided a banknote and made 

Beaumont of the Sixth pretend that Jimmy had stolen it . 

Last of the month was "Expelled from Rookwood." Jill:my vas up 

before the llei;d for s teallng Beaumont's money, and was expelled. 

However . J~s .r.efased to go , and has barred himself up in th e 

end Study .. r~. 'i s a· tbr illing series . 
Sometimes when we come ou t of the cinemas , we f i nd all the st r eet 

lights off, and the trams s tanding in darkness. It means that an 

air raid is on. The raid s are a bit exciting , but it is a nui s ance 

t o have to walk home ins teed of tramming it. In one of the raids 

thi s month , a Zepp was brought down at Potters Bar , an omelette 

somewhere in Nort h London. 
Some goodish pictures this month at the cinemas . lie saw Pauline 

Frederick in "The Spid er . " Bombadi er Bil l y Wel l s wae in "Kent, t he 

Fighting Man, " which was fairish though I don 't think much of Bi ll y 

as an actor . But I like Bessie Barriscale who was in a good cowboys 

and indians film called "Bullets and Brown Eyes . " When the ind i ans 

come on the scree n, the orchestra always plays a certain weird piece 

of music which I like , though I don't know what it is called . 

Charlie Chapllll i n "The Fi r eman" brought down the house , but the 

best of the longer pictures thi s month has been Mary .Pi ckford in 

"Hulda From Holland." A new Pa the serial haa jus t started at our 

Gem Cinema. It features Pearl ''1hite and Creighton Hale (who wer e s o 

wonderful i n "The Exploits of Elaine " a long time ago) and it is 

called "The Laughing Mask. " 
Speaking of Mary Pickford , I bought Mum a copy of the Girls' 

Friend which gave away a si lk pi cture of Mary. There was als o a new 

se rial called "The Bes t Girls are Here " by Mabel St. John. Mum 

se emed very pleased with my gift. 
Noth i ng to put the flags up about in the Gem this month . In 

"Redfern to the Rescue , 11 Julian was accused of stealing the spor t s 
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fund~ from a senior nB.Illed HubRrt Hake, Redfern proved that Hake was 
the thief . I had never heard of Hake before, and I shan ' t hear of 
hiJ, behind, for he is now expelled, 

"By Cousin Ethel 's Wish" was a bit of a hash, for there was a 
dog show and s cat show. Also, Cousin Ethel asked the boys to be 
kind to a slinky char acter named John Palmer , who had saved her dog. 

"On His Honou_r" was a Grundy tale , Gr=dy, who had been fling­
ing his weight abou t, was forbidden to fight f or a week, and every body 
took advantage of this. Not too bad, this one. 

I suppose the best of the month waa "A Surpri se for St . Jim' s, " 
in which Levison played for the Wayland Ju_niors Football Club under 
Grimes , the grocer ' s boy. They beat St. Jim' s . 

I don• t know that I •m all that keen on the new Levison , but there 
seems to have been a lot of changes at St . Jim's in the past year . 

The price of a 4-lb loaf has gone up to 10d. Mum told Dad that 
the cost of living is getting out of hand. 

The first story in the Magnet was "The Stolen Study . 11 The 
Greyfriars boys were goi ng back to school after their summer holidays . f 
Fancy not going back till October . I reckon this tale was meant to 
fo llow after "For D'Arcy's Sake" of a few weeks back. Barry Wharton 
& Co had trouble on the train, owing to Bunte1·1s ventriloquism. 
When eventually they rea ched Greyfriars , they fou_nd that Fish , Bol­
sover , and Bunter had bagged Study No. 1 , and \li ~te had said that 
it was a case of "f irst come, first served . " Quite a jolly tale, 
with Wharton and Nugent getting their study back in the end. 

11The Bounder's Guest" of the next tale was Morning ton of Rookwood. 
Morny and Ponsonby made trouble for the Bou_ooer, but Wharton saved the 
day. 

I didn't lik e "Fishy' s Late s t." Bob Cherry took a snapshot, and 
then fo"-fid it showed Skinner & Co smoking. Skinner wanted the pic ­
ture back, and Fishy started a "Get-it-done" Bureau to get it. A bit 
fu_nny in parts, but rather silly . 

In "Under Bunter's Thumb," Bunter caused Wharton to suspect that 
De Cou_rcy of Highcliffe or one of his friends had st ole n a banknote 
which Harry had received from his uncle . Bu_nter tried to blaclanail 
his way into the foctball in remrn for keeping t he secret, There 
seems to be rather a lot about theft in the story papers this month , 
but I th ought this a jolly good tale. 

There is a new serial in the Magnet call ed "The Fourth Form at 
Framlingham" by Richard Randolph, about a characte r called Johnny 
Goggs. It seems all ri ght , but I seldom read the serials . 
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CLUBS 

The attendance was the smalles t fo r many year s , only f our people 

at te nding. These were Tom Porter , Norean Gregory , Ted Davey and the 

acting sec retary . 
One wonders whether in view of the number of people I ikely to be 

taking their annual holiday about th is time an August meeting might 

be omitted . Holidays however did not account for all absences lllld 

in point of fact the a t tendance at the ceeting in August •965 was 

very good. 
It was a great disappointment to To::i Porter who was in th e cha ir 

in Ivan Webste r' s absence , on holiday , for he had very thoroughly 

prepared a good evening's ente rt ainment. 

Norman Gregory re ad an extract from last week 's Sunday Times 

entitl ed "Jolly Gems." This reported the fac t t ha t for the first 

time in i t s history the London Club had hired a room at the Y. M.C.A. 

Great Russe ll Str eet. Previously a ll meetings had been held in 

member s ' houses . Expanding numbers has necessitated the change . 

An outline of the hobby in its many interesting ramifications was 

given by the writ er. It is very gratifying to hear of !'lblicity of 

th is ki nd . 
Tom Porter gave two i nteresting items . One was a qui z on the 

lines of "University Challenge" and the other , "One Minute Talks. " 

A title was drawn out of a bag and t he one who drew out a pe.rticu l,/ll" 

title was allowed to talk for one minute only on it . It is a pity 

there wer e not more members to enjoy these intriguing i t ems. 

The sad dea th of Bill Gander was mentioned . By a curious coi .n­

cidence his death occu rr ed about the same time we were playing his 

t ape recoroing at our July meet ing, His passing is a great loss to 

the hobby. 
The Anniversary number was Magnet 290 "The Schoolboy Shopkeepers" 

da t ed }0 t h August , 191}. The Collector's items were two Boys ' Friend 

3d Librarie s Nos. 288 and }28. These two famous s tor ies , "The Boy 

W'i thout a Name" and "Rival s and Chums," are without doubt some of 

Charle s Hamilton's fi nest work. So highly are they prized that Tom 

Porter i nf ormed us th a t £20 had been offered for just the two books . 
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The acting se(":reta.ry read an amusing extra c t f rom, "Bi lly 
Bunter 's Butler tt which appeared in the Holiday Annual for 1921. 

As we broke up we discussed the recent Sext on Blake issue, "The 
Case of the Bi smarck Memoir s," No . 28 by Pierre Quiro ule. This s tory , 
with changed names, subs titut ing Nelso n Lee and Nippe r for Sexton 
Blake and Ti nker, appeared in the Nelson Lee Librar y i n the late 
i920's . As Tom Por ter said "What 's in a Name?" 

We meet again on September 28th at the Birmingham Theat r e Centre . 
The attendance we hope will be better. It could sc arcely be worse. 

LONDON 

J . F . Bellfi eld 
Correspondent . 

Once again the "Claude Duval II coach sped al ong the A2, M2 and 
Thanet Way bound for the Nayl and Rock Hotel, Margat e . The dat e, 
Sunday, Sept ember 4th , and it conveyed 21 members and friends . A 
very pl easant journey with t he usual stop at t he fine Rank cafe. At 
the hotel , the president of the club, John Wernham, greeted the party ; 
he was one of the 14 members who came t1;ruler their own steam . Amongst 
the la t ter were six of the Beck f amily from Lewes , Eric Lawrence f rom 
Berks , Roger Jenkins fro m Havant , V. J . Cli ft from Hurstmonceaux, 
John Bush f rom nea.r by Whitstable, an4 Miss Edi th Hood from "Roselawn . 11 

Bill Loft s, j ourneying by tr ain was unfortunately hel d up owing to a 
derai lment at Bannington. The party sat down t o a very good l uncheon 
with suitable menu cards , kindly supplied by the president , John 
We rnham. The se cards depicted, on the fron t page, an E. E. Bri scoe 
dr awing of the College House of St. Fr ank ' s whilst on the back page 
was the anns of the school and the motto "Consilio et Animis. " 

Owing to th e la t e arrival of Bill Loft s f or re asons gi ven above , 
Len Packman ably officiated in the cha ir . John Beck proposed the 
toast of t he Old Boys• Book Club after a very good and concise speech ; 
Roger Jenkins proposed the toast "The Guest s. 11 Pre si dent John 
Wernham addressed the ga th eri ng a nd stated how well the Hamilton 
Museum booklet had sold and announced th a t another publication mey be 
out before Christmas . Len Packman read out a lette r f rom Frances , 
Mrs. F.dwy Searle s Brooks , acc epting the honorary life members hi p of 
t he club and saying how sorry she was unable to be with the lun cheon 
party t hat day. Tben the sad news from Len of t he passing of Jim 
Doyle and how a suitab le wreath from the Old Boys ' Book Club had been 
sent. 
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By now Bill Lofts had arriv ed and was regaled with his lunch . 

Before and after lunch , Roger Jenkins was very busy with his Hamil ton 

Library and then it was decided th at we all enjo y some of the ameni­

ties of the Margate scene . Four of us inc l uding Reuben and Mrs. 

Godsave, walked round the front and called in to see our Mar gate 

member , Maurice Black . All too soon it was time to return for tea 

and with Bill Loft s officiating an enjoyable meal it was with a few 

more announcements, conversations and then leave taking. Bill 

elected to return in the coach . A good run back in the evening sun­

shine arrivi ng at Vic t oria i n time for Brian Doyle's mother to catch 

th e nine o ' clock tr ain back to Brighton . 
llext meeting at 35 , Woodhouse Road, Leytonstone , London, E. 11 . 

Phone MARyland 1737, hosts Reuben and Mrs. Godsave. Kindly advise if 

a ttending especially now our numbers are so large . 
Uncle Benjamin 

NORTHERN 

, Meeting held Saturday , 10th September, 1966 

As usual we commenced with t he library sess i on, and then Vi ce 

Chairman Els ie Taylor opened the meeting formally, welcoming the 

eighteen mei:ibers present. (From Chairman Geoffrey Wilde came apolo­

gies for unavoidable absence , and also a quiz for our amusement later 

in the meeting .) 
From Gerry Allison ' s letters we were sorry to hear that death 

had vi sited aga in , and we had lost Her bert Chapman of Barton-on -

Humber. Gerry had had a lar ge mail , and r epor t ed two new members. 

Also he passed round a copy of the "Charles Hamil ton Museum" book 

beau t ifully prepared by the President of our London Club , John 'iernham. 

Gerry had order forms , and many of our members will treasure t his 

great tribute to Charles Hamilton. Other i tems of news, covered , 

briefly , a 'scoop' of Holiday Annuals bought for a 'song' at a second 

hand shop by a member; report of "Magnets" buried in the deser t 

during World War II , and the ending of publi cation of "The Scout." 

Vice Chainoan Jack 'iood had a cheerful word about a new se r ies 

of P . G. Wodehouse coming on T. V. - Blandings Castle - to which we 

all look forward. 
Now, we got down to Geoffrey ' s quiz (read out by Jack 'iood , the 

answers being in a sealed envelope ! ) It was a searching brain 

stre t cher - i n Geoff rey ' s best styl e - and eventually J ack Wood him­

self came ftrst with Neville Vear and Tom Roach tied for second place. 
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A reading selection by Gerald Alli son, was read by his br other 
Jack, and , this was the first story of Herlock Sholmes in the Grey-
friars Herald - written by Charles Hamilton . This brought many 
chuckles , WJ.th its witty parody . Jack followed thi s wit h a reading 
chosen by himself ( held over from a previous meeting) from "Sard 
Harker" by John Masefield . An account of a most difficult journey, 
only accomplished by grea t pluck and luck . 

A break now for chat and refreshment s t and then we had a game 
devised by Moll ie Allison . Each one pres ent drew a paper wit h the 
name of a hobby character , which had to be guessed by the rest of the 
company. Only thre e statements could be made about each one . 
Fi nally four members, Gerry All ison, Neville Vear , Bill Williamson and 
Alan Barker were all first with eight correct. 

Time was running out, but Gerry Allison read out sen t ences with 
hi dden names in for us to guess . The best at visualis ing the unseen 
words was Ron Hodgson, with Elsie and Norman Smith second . 

Now it was time to say 11Goodnight," and Northern members dispersed 
in all directions of the compass - to Mansfield , York, Keighley, 
Huddersfield, Bradford, etc . etc . 

Next meeting Saturda,y, 8th Octobe r , 1966. 
M. L. Allison 

Hon. Sec . 

For Sale - MAGNETS, China Series Complete 1175-1185 , Ex. Condition . 
Las t 20 issues 1940, 1664- 1683. Ex. Cond. REDS - 223 Good Cond, 193, 
208, 220, 257, Complete story but no cove r . 106 1 Good, 1442 Fair, · 
1563, 1566, 1567. F . Good. 1607, 1676, Fair. ~ GREYFRIARS RIBALD 
1916. Nos, 1, 10, 14 , 16, F . Good. GEMS, 1495, 1497, 1548, Mint , 
161 MODERN BOY'S, Mostly near mint, including No. 1, only 3 missing 
from 1-75. B.F . L' s . 1933-39 , ALL Capt. J ustice , Ex. Condition . 18 
copies , 25 S. P. C' s . Nos. 52, 57-60 , Mint . C.D. ANNUALS, 1955, 1956 , 
1957, 1958, 1960. 
Reasonable Offers to - JOHN GEAL, 

941 SHORTLANDS ROAD1 KINGSTON, SURREY. 

FOR SALE: Very rare items - 8 Girl s ' Homes (1910-1911) ~ 20/ - plus 
postage . (One contains early work of C. H. Chapman). Modera t e 
condition. Also Union Jack JIThe Food Profiteer" 1916. 4/ - plus 
postage. (s.a.e . first , please) 

ERIC FAYIIE, EXCEIBIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD. 1 SURBITON. 
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(Interesting items from the 
Editor's lette r- bag) 

A, G. FOUND (Birmingham): The contributor of "Some Sensational 
Scoops" in the latest number of the C.D. i s under a misa pprehensio n; 
as , I am. sure, Norman Wright , who wrote so excellently for the last 
C.D. Annual, cou ld inform him. 

"The foison Belt" was not specially writt en for 11Scoope 11 in 1936 . 
It was publi shed in 1913 as a sort of sequel to "The Lost Wor ld," the 
fir s t of Doyle • s Professor Challenger stories , which appeared in 1912, 

I cannot agre• with O. V, Vadham's rather contemptuous reference 
to the quality of 11The Poison Belt." "The Poison Belt " is not mere 
Sci ence Fiction. Its interes t is mainly dramatic and psychological ; 
and is enhanced by th e delightful Conan Doyle humour. In my opinion 
"The Poison Belt" is by far the best of Doyle's Professor Challenger 
stories , and one of the bes t stories Doyle ever wrote. And, in my 
opinion again for what it is worth, we have neve r had a better sto ry ­
teller in England ( w1 th all due re spects to Charles Hamil ton) than 
~i r Arthur Conan Doyle . 

A. V. PACKER (Tottenham) : I read last week that Hamilton invented 51 
sch ool s . I cannot arrive at a total anywhere near that figure . 
Perh aps you or your wide circle of Digeste r s · cou ld compile a list. 

BERT HAMBLE'l'l' (Magbull): Acy chance of finding whether Dann.r's son 
kept a diary? If he did, it would be around the 1930' s , more my 
period. It seems an awful time to wait till 1986 to read about 
Danny' s Diary for 1936. 

0 . W. VADHAII (New Zealand): A new all story paper i s a welcome s ign 
in this sickening surfeit of strip s tory sheets . May I col!llllend the 
D. C. Thomson firm ' s new, neat one shilling monthly , Secrets, to 
readers? Number one, ''The Golden Boy, " issued in June is the only 
issue I've seen so far in this distant land , but I 'll surely seek 
oth ers. 

S . VJ!ITEHEAD (Argyll) : Did you know "Red Circle" is being reprinted 
in current Hotspurs - and in words , not pictures? 

H. MACHIN (Pr eston): Re the article on "Scoops." Surely it i s 
impossib le that Sir A. Conan Doyle began a serial "The Poison Belt" 
for Scoops in 1934. Doyle was born in 1859 and died in 1930 , I 
see m to recall tha t "Poi s on Belt" was a serial in the Strand llagazine 
about two years before the first world war. 
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II. T. THURBON (Cambridge): Conan Doyle ' s "Poison Belt" was publi sh ed 
in 1913. It was the second of his Professor Challenge r series - the 
firs t appeared in 1912 (The Los t World). Scoops would not be the 
first paper to publish such a tale as a serial, long after first p.1b­

lica t ion. Clleer Boys Cheer ?,tblished Stevenson' s "Black Arrow11 c . 
1912, if memory serves me, with a different title, and the Magnet in 
its last days published some of Zane Grey's tales. There must be 
other instances , apart from the downright pl agiarising of e.g. Ivanho e 
and "Cloi s te r and the Hearth" for the early Aldine Robin Hoods, and 
much of Rider Haggard by e . g. Cecil Hayter and Reginald llray . 

JOHN UPTON (Southend): I was most interested in Mr. Lofts' article on 
Will Hay, who was also my favourite comedian in my youth. I remember 
seeing some of his f ilms over and over again, such as what were, I 
believe, his l ast two for Ealing Studio~ . "The Goose Steps Out" and 
"My Learned Friend . " By far the best, though, in my opinion, was "Oh 
Mr. Porter, 11 mentioned by Mr. Lofts: this was a classic . Another 
excellent one was "The Ghost of St . Michaels , " which featured fine 
character actors like Felix Aylmer and Raymond Huntley m its cast , 

Though that mat chle ss trio, Hay, Marriott and Moffat, are all 
dead, one great character who fe atur ed in a number of the films , 
usually as a prim bespectacled pupil, is the comedian Charles Hawtrey, 
who looms so large today in the "Carry On" films . 

Memory may play tricks in suggesting that Will Hay's films w~re 
much funnier (certainly they were cleaner) than the Anglo-Amalgamated 
series . I wish the B.B.C. would show some of them on te l evision, in 
any case, for a present-day assessment. 

GERRY ALLISON (Menston) : In a fortnight's time THE SCOUT will cease 
publication after running fo r 58 years, The 20-page fir st issue on 
April 18th, 1908, was really a bumper affair . And what superb writers 
f illed its pages ; a SCOUT volume would always be my first choice in a 
list of Deser t Island books. 

The magazine's present circulation is 21, 0CX) - no longer an f 
economic proposition . The Boy Scout Association say ' the magazine is i 
a victim of the over- sophistication of modern youngsters . Boys papers 
generally are having a hard time, and T.V. is the great enemy. ' They 
are not too depres sed though, as their other magazine, "THE SCOUTIB" 
for boys over 16 and Scout Maste rs is doill8 well. It i s of course a 
monthly, and its circulation i s 36,000 . My happiest days were when I 
was a Boy Scout - yes even happier than these wonderful years in the 
OBBC, and I have always t r ied to live up to the Scout Law - "A Scout ' s 
first duty i s to be useful , and t o help others , " llhat a hopeless 
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square I am, but still , I have thirty volumes of THE SCOUT on my 
bookshelves . 

-- · - - --- - - --- - -- -- r ------- - --- - - - -
DESMOND COKE - AND "THE WORM" 

by \I. J . A. Hubbard 

Coke, of course , wrote quite a m.unber of bo th long and short 
stories of a mos t compet ent standard but only in "The Bending of a 
Twig" and "The Worm" did he reach a he i gh t which places him among the 
masters of sc hool s tory char acterization. 

It i s notable , however , th at it took Mr. Coke no less than 21 
y ears to aga in produce a story of the st"lldard of "The Bending of a 
Twig" whi ch st r esses once again th e extrelD.e difficulties eXJ)erienced 
in writi ng the "realisti c " school story which even an author of 
Desmond Coke' s ability has to encounter . 

"The Worm" was first published in 1927 . 
Of all the yarns I have so far reviewed "The Worm" is t he most 

modern with its references to School Certificate , Night Clubs , . Jazz , 
Mid-day milk , School Clubs and Societies and the slang of the times . 
I t is not dated in any way and with minor al t eratio_ns could easily 
pass as a School s tory of the present day. Despite such qualifica ­
t ions , however, i t has always been one of the less well known school 
s tory cl assics which is r ather a puzzle , especially to the disce r ning 
re ade r. 

There are possibly two reasons for this . In writing "The Worm" 
Coke rather fell between two stools; he made his story too adult 
per haps n for boys and too boyish , perhaps , fo r adults , while in writ­
ing t he story he obviously had an object in view and stories writ ten 
for a purpose of ten do not se ll well , however brillian t their cOn-
struction . Matters were also not helped by the fact that Mr. Coke 
included a certain passage in the book which r efe rre d to unnatural 
behaviour among ce rt ain of the boys featured . The re ference was 
slight and relative to minor characte r s and to incidents that happened 
"off- stage" but was sufficie nt , in 1927 , to ban the book from bo t h 
School and Public Libraries . 

The object that Coke had in view in writing "The Worm" was 
largely educational f or he wished to try and present to his readers 
the li fe at schoo l of the intellec tua l and largely retiring type of 
boy and to s how that boy ' s point of vie w and one must say that he 
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succeeded i n doing so . Such a boy would largely be in conflict wit h 
the dominance of athletics that prev ails at any reputable school . 
In cont r ast to some of the s tor i es pre viousl y reviewed in this series , 
however , Mr. Coke did endeavour not to show some of the marked pre ­
judice that othe r authora showed against the a thletic type of boy , a 
preJudice , I am convin ced which was lar gely caused by resentment that 
they had been unable to reach such heights in their own school days . 

"The Worm" is the story of Hugo Dean over a period of fi ve years 
at Bilton School. Bi lto n is , incidentally , an entirely fictitious 
es t ablishment and not based on Shr ewsbury or Clay esmore , two famous 
Public Schools with which Mr. Coke was associated both as a boy and a 
Master . 

Hugo is the son of a Naval Officer who is both a compet ent and 
popular man and a good athlete . Hugo, however , is a r e tirin g and 
intellectual boy who by force of circums t ances has had to spend a 
good deal of his ti me in his mother's company . 

The House at Bil t on in which Hugo i s placed i s moreove r, on the 
downgrade as it is in charge of a Master whose age and heal th are 
tell i.ng on him . Consequently Hugo has 1i ttle encouragemen t and 
finds things difficult and it is during t his initial per i od that the 
nickname of "The Worm" i s , wit h typi ca l sch oolboy cruelty , imposed on 
hi m. 

A new Housemaster is eventua l ly appointed who pull s t hings r ound 
and who sees distinct possibilitie s in the retirin g boy and under his 
inf luen ce Hugo begi ns to expand . He has always been a good scholar 
but now he has aspirations to shine a t Cricket as he has come to 
re alise that the only way he can gain re spec t from the ot her boys is 
by means of games . He succeeds in his efforts and becomes one of 
the most popular boys in the House . 

The story now begins to work up to its climax but the author has 
a disa ppointment i n st ore for th e reader. Hugo is appoin t ed Head of 
his House but instead of continuing his sporting ac t i vities and ending t 
his school caree r on a top not e as one rather expects, he decides to 
exercise a privi l ege as Head Boy and not play any Cricket whatsoeve r . 
Why he does thi s he can hardly explain himself but he has always 
wished to put the athle tic type s i n th ei r place and he does so . His 
triumph is marred i n the end , however , by an outbreak of typhoid 
which puts a stop to all sporting activity but enables Hugo to leave 
Bil ton reconciled with t he House Cricket Captain and conscious that 
be has done his du ty as Head Boy . 

Why did Coke end "The 'Worm" in th i s way and why did he not allow 
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his hero to act as I feel tha t any nonnal boy would? suppose one 

could say th& t Hugo Dean is portreyed as the exception that proves 

tt.e role but I think the r eal reason vaa that the author wishe d t o 

ensure the complete triumph of tile intellectual type of boy sod to 

show that such a boy ,,aa fully capable of exercisifl8 detemination 

aod will -power. Neverth eleas it canno t be denied that ouch a 

curious twist does seem to spoil tl ,e closing chapters of the book . 
Kany boys would cot like "The Won," for it la cks the action dear 

to the heart of the imature reader . It s ·atory is dull in plot and 

so is naturally very tru e to life . Its appeal would chiefly be to 

school111&sters aod to all 1fho have to deal with boys . &.icb re aders 

would flnd it full of in tere s t and of great aasistance in their work . 

Desmond Coke died about 1955. Be appears to have wri t ten quite 

a number of novelo and burlesques aa well aa schoo l stories aod to 

have been a highly successfu l writer. As f ar aa I can aacertain he 

wrote no more school yarns after "The Won," but to »If mind be deserves 

a high plc.ce among t~.e wri tors of hard cover school stor ies because 

he appears to be the only one wbo achieved the distinction of produc­

ifl8 a second "be s t seller" as good aa his fir s t. 

~ - 8lfi8R1WP&Ol petd tor lleleon Wt Llbl"VY Old Ser-tu , ...,tr• 114 , 137 , 
~41.. , 1 and No. , al.lo tllnt«I 8choolbo7 1 1 o,n Llbrvy Noa. Z7, 54 anJ S6 
(St. rrant•a) to Nplact •oli.a •b«T'GMd.• 

J Otlf GUif, tl'.Atol l ltf, 91 , AR.NI C)ff ITltEE1', HOTTIGAN. 

t, tach ott ered tor NUC!Mblt bh1e1tna capita Ot• 805, 807, e ,2 , 81} , 814, 816, 817 , 

818, 822, 826, 828, 829, a,,. e41, ei..s, &¥, si.1. 852, 862, 866, 951, 952:, 970, 980. 
10f- each fer aw.. 86) , 991. 
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ERIC F'ATI€, OCELBIM ~£, CROYt RO., SURBITON, SURREY. 

KAVE T(lJ ORIO£O TWI C. D. AINJAL Fat 1966 
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Edlt.ed D)' Eri c f'a,y,.e , txcelstor House, Crove RollCI, 8urt>l t.or,, Sw-rey. 
LHho-dl.l)ll c at.ed b)' Yortt Oupllc a t.ln& Servi ces , 12a The Shallbl u , Yo"-. 


