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A WHITE CHRlS'l'IIAS 

I haven't the 
heart t o wish you a 
\lhi te Christmas . 
After all , your bone,s, 
like mine, may have 

DliX:EMBER 19C6 Pr ice 2s . Od. 

Chri s tmas ghos t . 
In the old days , as 

soon as December came in 
with it s fros t and murk , 
we be gar, to think of 
Chris tmas Numbe rs . There 

se eo long service and tend to I wbs 6.lw93e a white Christma s in the 
ache when th e icy wind blo ws Christmas Numbers - and we loved it . 

chill. Your head , lik~ mine , may , Apart from the ccmic pape r s , vh ich 

have long been denuded of fur so were a joy a t Chris tmas time , tho se 

that the snow flakes ..,lt on your s pecial numbers did not really · 

ruiked pete. Your circumfere nce , al wa.ys come up tc, expectation, as 

li .ke mine , may have s pread s o far eome of us will admit . There were 

that it is no longer easy to nego- i of ten too many pages of advertis e­

tia te snowy paths snd sl ushy r oads men t s , and s tories of barring-o uts 

vi th s o m1..ch weight to c urry . ; or boys kidnapped in caves or a 

Much water has flo\'ed unde r London Chri s tmas with a smuggle r on th e 

Br idge since we bought the Cavan- hi gh seas j us t didn't seem right. 

dale Abbey se rie s: or first read of' But I am c arp ing . 

Handforth on the trail of a In 1966 we still think of 
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Chris t mas Numbers - th e same ones . Mos t of us wil l spe nd a f ew happy 
hours di gging into a favo urite Christmas series from long ago . 

I ' m tempted - but I r eal ly can' t wish you a Whi te Christmas this 
year , except in t he old Christmas Number s . But with deep si nc erity I 
wish you th e most joyful of Christmases and a ll t hat you wish your ­
s e lves for t he New Year . I shal l think of you all , thi s Christmas. 
I hope th a t you may think of me. 

THE BUGLE AND THE BUSHEL 
Two qui te separate items a ppeared in Colle c tors' Dige s t last 

month. The represen t ative of our London Club reported th a t the club 
is "to bar all public i ty in futur e ." Our "Le t' s Be Controversial " 
columnist , criticising a recent B.B.C. broadcast , remar ked "I t is odd 
that the very people who know the whole story from A to Z, the real 
experts, are never asked to assis t with t hase affo.il'S , 11, 

One or two readers have 1 inked those two i t erns togethe r and seem 
to infer that one is th e result of the other . One fr ien d writ es : 11We 
cannot expect the B.B.C . to come t o us for gui dance in the prepar a tion 
of a programme if we gi ve them t he col d sho ulder . 11 

But when have th e Hamilton e xpe rts ever giv en th e B.B. C. the co l d 
sho ulder? Mr. Roger Jenkins , the greate st ex pert of us all , mentions 
t h i s month that th e onl y time the B .B . C. approach ed him he gave t hem 
the assis t anc e asked . And I can s t ate quite categorically that never 
once has Collector s ' Digest been approached by the B.B .C. 

As I see it , wi th re gar d to publicity, there is a vas t dif feren ce 
i n blowing a bugle in the s tr ee t to draw attention to onese lf and in 
hiding one 1 s ligh t unde r a bushe l. So far as Collecto r s ' Digest is 
conce rn ed , it does not seek public i ty , but would not ban it indis ­
crimi na t ely. 

One thing seems obvious to me. For years certain a uthoriti es 
have deliberately ignored the cl ubs , our experts , and Collectors ' 
Digest . This can hardl y be due to the London Club's decisio n las t 
month to ban publi c ity. 

TO ENTE:RTAIN YOU THIS CHRISTMAS 
COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL, of course. And here are some of the 

out s tan di ng items fro m the mass ive fea s t of re adi ng which our giant 
Year Book will bring you : 

"CHARLES HAMILTON'S STYLE" by Roger M. Jenk in s. 
11THE LEAF" by Cliff Webb . 
"SEXTON BLAKE' S BWNDER" by Ray Nor to n. 
"THE FIRST PE:RSON" by Charles Churchill. 
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"THE LEONARD snn :LDS STORY" by ll . o. G. Lofts . 
"THE GREAT SCOUT" by Alex Parsons . 
"REMINI SCENCES OF AN OLD-TI!Wl" by t'r snk Verr.on Lay. 
"THE ST. PRANK'S CRICKET FESTIVAL" by Neil Beck . 
"THE HISTORY OF TIDDLERVIL" by Comicus . 
"EDWIN RUSSELL & HERBERT BULSTRODE" by Phi lip Tiern ey 
"KING OF TIIE SKY" by ~orman llr jght . 
"HORACE HACKER - A S'l'UDY IN ACID" by 

Leslie Rowley 
"THE OUTSIDER" by W. J . H. Rub bard . 
"D'ARCY MAXI MUS OF SLADE" by Er; c Fayre. 

ttm 's Wlslllng YOU 
JHI Ct,ar You Can 
Wist, Yourself Ciiis 
Jollp Ct,rlsrmaslldt ! 

Your €1lllor 

And plenty more be­
sides , fro m our lead ­
ing con tri bu tors . 
The entire volume is 
lavishly illustrated 
with pie tu re s to 
pl ease you ove r t he 
Chris tmas seas on, 
with special work 
from our own gif ted 
artists Henry Webb , 
Geoff Harri son , and 

A. W. Hanson . 
THE EDITOR. . . . .. ···· ·· SOU}'~ OF THE SUl!l'IER 

A s ouveni r booklet containing lllll8"ificen t photo grap hs of t he Lon­
don Club meeting held at Excels io r House in June has been prepare d by 
John Wernhair.. It is a "must" for anyone prese nt at the meeting - and 
pl enty of oth er readers will l ike to have a copy of the book.le t. It is 
k~~s i n exchange for 2/f to J ohn Wernham, 30 Tonbrid ge Rd, Maidstone , 
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DANNY'S CHRISTMAS 
(Extracts from DANNY'S DIARY for December 1916) 

There has been no ordinary dr ied f:nut t his Christmas . No 

curran t s , no rai sins , no sultanas . Only prunes . Mum made her Chris t­

mas puddings with prunes and dates , but somehow - I don I t know how she 

manages it - they seemed to taste just as nice as they always do . 11.Y 
Mum.1 s a marveL 

The shops have looked fairly nice , in spite of t he war, but they 

don 't have out side lights like they did before the war. Mrs . Tucker , 

who sells everything from corned beef to nugget had her window all 

covered with bits of cotton wool to imitate snow, like she does every 

Christmas . 
The firs t Rookwood story this month was "Mornington Minor. " 

Morny and the nuts were going out fo r a car drive , but before they 

had gone far , they C811le upon a poor boy lying by the side of th e road. 

To the annoyance of the nuts , Morny stopped. The poor boy looked 

half - s t arved , and Morny looked at him with constipation . The boy 

said his !\lll:le was ' Erbert Murphy, and Morny befriended him and took 

him to Rookvood. In the end , by quoting the Head' s sera:on of the 

SUnday before t hat we are all brother s , l!orny even persullded the Head 

to allow ' Erbert to s tay on at Rookwood for the time being . 
Now came the Boys ' Friend Christmas Double Number. There was a 

new serial called "The Secret City" by Duncan Store, and a complete 

tale named "The Secret of Trevethlock Priory" by Victor Nelson. The 

Rookwood tele was "Jimy Silver 's Christmas Party" and it was written 

by Owen Conquest in collaboration with Frank Richards ond Martin 

Clifford . It brought in St. Jim ' s and Greyfriarn boys and Cliff House 

girls , which really didn 1 t make sense , for you don ' t ask everybody 

you ' ve met 1n your sports fixtures to join you at your Christmas party . 

The Fistical Four , on their way home for Christmas , called at 

Wapsho t Camp t o see Jimmy's uncle , Private Silver . But Private Silver , 

accused of theft, has deserted . Then , at the Priory , there is a ghost 

in the offing, and they find the secret passages locked up. Of course , 

it ' s Uncle John all the time . and Cousin Phyllis , aided by Gussy of 

St. Jim ' s , is in the know. It all comes right in the end. I should 

think that this story was wri tt en some time ago . For one thing it 

introduces John Silver , and it is quite a ii."hile s ince the John Silver 

neries . And the story is fully illustrated by Mr. Macdonald who went 

in the payy gµt. te n bit back , (The lovel y coloured cover is bv 
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Hayward), And the story comes right in the middle of the Momington­
'Erbert series . Not that that means much. They seem to publish tales 

in any order nowadays . 
But this is quite the best of the Christmas Numbero. 
Then, next week, back to the Morni.De:ton-'Erbert story , this one 

called "The \laif of Rookvood." Morn.u,gton , at the Bird - in - Hand for 
dingy doings , is betrayed by Peele - but 'Erb crt saves him at the 

finish . And Horny makes up his mind that 'Erbert shall stay on at 
Rookwood as a pupil. 

Last tale of the month in the Boys I Friend wo.s "The Boy from 
Canada" in which a Canadian boy named Pons co:,e to the school. This 

brough t in the rivalry between Rookvood and Bagshot school. 
It has been a very foggy month, and very quiet indeed so far as 

zepp raids go . Mr. Asqui th has resigned as Prime Minister , and his 
place has been taken by Mr. Lloyd George. 

A new Act of Parliament has made a limitation in meals . OnlY 3 

courses may be served in restaurants between 6 and 9 . 30 , and only 2 

courses any other time of the day . So you can ea t more at night just 

before you go to bed, which is likely to gi ve you a nightmare . 
The guvverment has no hear t. They are goiog to put a tax on 

amusemerlts. In the Nev Year our cinema prices will go up to 4d, 7d, 
and 1/2 . It ' s rank robbery . 

I could not place my hand on my boosoom and say truthf'ullY that 
the Gem has been very good this month , but that just means thst most 

of the tales have not appealed to me much. 
The first was "Berries Orchestra" which seemed rath er awful . 

Herries tried to get up an arches tra to give a concert 1n aid of the 
Red Cross , and he advertised rn the local pa.per for musicians. A 
Mrs. Tyle - Looso and a Mr. Boozey-S!llith (he was a drinker) answered 
the advert amoog others . Very Comic Cutsy . 

The next one, "Barred by the School ,1' was a rather good story . 
Crooke insulted Mossoo Momy. Later , Mossoo was struck down, and 
Crooke was blamed, but tho real culprit was Herr Schneider , lfho con­

fessed at tho finish . 
I find Levison Minor a bit too coy . In "Levison Minor• s Luck, " 

Colonel Lyndon and Captain Lord Conway were at Abbotsfor d Camp, about 

to go out to the front . \lhen Colonel Lyndon visited Talbot and Crooke, 

his nephews, at St . Jim ' s, Crooke arranged matters so that Lodgey, 

the sharper , should come forward and claim acquaintanceship with 
Talbot . So the Colonel lost all faith in Talbot . But Levison Minor 

went through the snow, ice , and fo g to Abbotsford to tel l tile Colonel 

tho real truth . 
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"The Cross Country Cup" was one of those affairs with a lo t of 

sport and not much story. An old boy , Charles Witherinton 'lilslow , 

won the V . C. , and to celebrate he gave a £3() cup to be won by the 

first man home in a cross - country r ace , with a. gold medal fo r the 

runner - up. Talbot won the cup; Levison won the gold medal . Too much 

Talbot and Levison , if you ask me. A slimy character named Pete r 

Pet ers cwne in to this one. 
Lastly , "For Bis Brother 's Sake" - not bad , but a bi t trea c ly. 

Levi son went out to a disreppertable place called "The Friv , " at 

nigh t . When a donni tory inspection waa made, Levison Minor got into 

his brot her ' s bed , so they thought Levison Major was there . But th ey 

found Levison Minor ' s bed ecpty, I have not counted up how many times 

in this tale Levioon Minor said "Oh, Ernie! " 

I came a cropper at school just bef ore we broke up fo r Chri stmas . 

Thinking to please Mr . Scat t erby , cy forc: - "'8ster , I said smugly : 

"Sir, I went to the pictures last night and saw Sir Herbe rt Tree and 

Constance Collier in 'Macbeth. '" 
Old Scatterbags snarled : "Oh , did you? I understand t ha t that 

vulgar Charles Chaplin was in a f i lm in the same programme. 11 

I felt pretty awful. Of cour:;e , "Macbeth " had bored me s tiff , 

but I had spli t ?IO' sides over Charlie Chaplin i n "The Count. " 

Another picture we saw th is month was Dorothy Gish in "Daplme o.nd 

the Pirate." Dor othy Gish is a lovely new star with dark hair. Late­

ly our cinemas have shown a lo t of comedies with a couple of comedians 

named Ham and Bud. Sometimes t hey are quite funny . 

I bought Doug the Christ...s Double Number of the Union Jack fo r 

a pre - Christmas presen t. I read it first and liked it quite a bi t, 

t hough it is a novel. It is called "The Blue God" or "The Thi rd 

Christmas. " As well as Sexton Blake , Tinker , and Pedro , i t introduces 

Yvonne, Dr. Huxto n Rymer, Hamilton Palme r , and the Boo Fent Tong of 

Sandakan . There is a lot about China in it , and I don't really know 

whether 1t is a detective , love . or adventure story . 

Doug was very touched by my kind thought , and to recipprika te he 

bought me the Chr i s tmas Double Number of the Nelson Lee Library which 

contained Bn exciting tale called "A Christmas of Perj 1 n which featur ­

ed Nelson Lee, Nipper , Profe sso r Zi ngrave , Jim , the Penman, and a 

gi r l detective named Eil een Dare . 
A mad monk named Rasputin has been murdered in Russia. At 

least , some of t he newspapers so.y he was mad. 

At Crayford they built a theat r e called the Prin cess Theat re , 

especially for the munition "orkers. This has been destroyed by fire , 

oo al l thei r pantomime peo ple will be out of work now. There has been 
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f. terrible explosion ir, a munitions facto r y 
"s cmewf,ere in the north of England " and 26 
women have been killed . Awful , jus t a Christ ­
mas time . 

Every week I have a halfpenny comic calle d 
"The Firefly" und I enjoy it muchly . On th e 
front is T. E . Dunvi lle , a rm..sic- hall s t ar , 

known as the "elongated lump of comedy. " On the 
b&ck ar e Lazy Leonard :;111d Lively Laure nce , the lads 

of the village . In the middle ar e Gr abbem a nd Pinch , 
the comical co pper s ; Tommy Dodd, th e tri cky traveller ; 

Rus:lir1t-..,. Ruper t , the reckles s r eporte r; and Professor 
Pi pp uno his marvell ous ha. t . 

:-here are two serials - "The Woman Who Dared , " 
the story of a wom..i. who "didn ' t care a scrap for 
anybody ," and a really lov ely one named "Fr iendle ss . " 
There are star t sto ries of Abel Daunt , the king of 
detectives , and another lot of funny tales called 
"Firefly Revues . " I t is a wonderful comic pape r . 

The Magne t this month? Well , very good , I think . 
"Billy Bunte r 1 s Reforma tion" was a delight . Cora 

Quelch paid another visit to Gr eyfriars , and Bunter refo rmed once aga in . 
In the Magnet Chri ~ tmas Double Number was "The House on the Hea th II 

which I enjoye d . A pris oner of war , Ludwig Wolf , escaped , On the way 
home to Wharton Lodge, the train was sno wed up , a nd the Greyfriars 
chums set out to walk across coun tr y . They went into a large old man­
si on in some quite thrilli~ chap t ers , and eventua l ly found t he German 
prisoner hiding there . 

In th is iss'l,;e ::tart ed a new series namf::d 11The Gr eyfriars Gallery , " 
and No. 1 was al l stou t the histo r y of Harry Wharton . 

Next W(::ek in "7he Way of t he Transgres so r , " Bunter was sper.d in g a 
l ot of money, wi:ich he had got from a Courtfie l d 1toneylender named 
Str ause . It wcs Mor.ty Newland , the Jewish boy , wr.o saved Bunte r ' s bacon . 

Next can:.e "Foul Play . " Grey fri ar s First was to play soccer agaim·t 
Highc l i ff e Fir s t . Carne and Ponsonby be tt ed on High cl iffe - bu t they 
had plo t ted that Carn e should EP,ve a party for the home tee.ai, and put 
something in their food to t:'.lD.ke therr a ll ill , Bunt er four.d out abou t 
the plot , but nobody bel i eved his sto r y . 

:lo . 2 of the Creyf ri ars Gallery , 11Bob Cherry , " was in th is issue . 
Final t a l e of the tr.onth , "Victims and Victors . " Not by the us ual 

writer , but not so tad , I SUJ,po~e . Bunter found a wbllet co ntaining a 
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lot of money, and Skinner made him go ha.l ves . Wingate ' s team was 
supposed to play an army team at a tiny village named riethersden , but 
Wingate found he had another fixture so he asked Wharton to take on 
th e game. Wharton included Courtenay and the Caterpillar in his team . 
They were to go back to Greyfriars by charabanc after t he game, but 
Skinne r & Co had emptied the petrol tank . Through a dreadful s t orm 
they went to a dark old house , and could hear the sound of a printing 
press running . A passing motor ist gave t hem some petrol , but on the 
journey Vernon- Smith was thinki ng deeply . Ha, ha ! A sequel coming , 
met hinks. 

Gran and Auntie Gwen from Layer Marney came to us for Christmas , 
and we had a lovely time. Among the things in my stocking I found 
one of the latest Sexto n Bl ake Librari es , 11The Case of the Cashiered 
Officer " - a tale of two Christmases . 

On New Year ' s Eve , Dad too k us al l to His Majesty's Theatre to 
see the 200th performance of "Chu Chin Chow. 11 It is a lovely show, 
wi t h lots of grand music . 

I ment i one d to Gran that the old Greyfriars stories are to s t art 
in "The Penny Popular 11 in January . I to ld her how I woul d love to 
read them, but happened to add sorrowfully that I shouldn 't be able 
to afford them. Gran took me to the newsagen t, and paid for three 
months' Penny Populars in advance . So I shall have t hem a ft er all. 

What a lovely old lady is my Gran : A real Mot her Christmas: 

FOR SALE: Pos t age included . HOLIDAY ANNUAIS 1923 , 1925 , 1927 , 
1928 , 25/-. CD ANNUALS 1955, 1957 , 1958, 1962 , 1963 , 1964, 12/6 . 
BOYS' FRIENDS 823 , 824 , 829 , 830 ; MAGNETS 1201, 1402 , 1443, 1473 , 
1501 , 1504. 1505 , 1519 ; LEES - small 286 , 309 , 311 , 321 , 324 , 325 ; 
CHIPS 521 to 527 ; all 5/ - each . GREYFRIARS SOLs 99 , 319 , 8/ -; 301/304 
16/'=; 343/346/349 24/ -. MAGNETS 1570, 1582 , 1586 , 1608 , 1668 , 1673 , 
3/6 ; 1434- 1439, 36/ -. llNIOii"":iiCKS 1335, 1344 , 1349 , 1441 , 1442 , 1446 , 
1451 , 1459, 1468 , 1489 , 1490 , 1509 ; GEMS 1512 , 1568 , 1569 , all 2/6 . 
"MY QUEEN LIBRARY" (Aldine) No. 1, 5;:;-ii os . 2 to 694 , 10 for 6/ -. 
LOT o FUN 719 Christmas Number 7/ 6 . 

GERRY ALLISON, 3 , BHIGLEY ROAD, MENSTON, ILKLEY. 

FOR EXCHANGE: WIZARDS 5 ( 1925) 1 ( 1938) 4 ( 1939) 9 ( 1940) 14 ( 1941) 
9 ( 1943) ; SKIPPERS 4 (1938) ; CHAMPIONS 8 (1922) ; HOTSPURS 9 (1941) ; 
DIXON HAWKECASE!ioo KS Nos. 7 , 12; CHAMPION ANNUALS for 1926 and 1938 
WANTED: ANY DIXON HAWKE LIBS. 

McMAHON, 54 HOZIER CRES.. TANNOCHSIDE, UDDINGSTON. 



Page 10 

NELSON LEE COLUMN 
(CONDUCTED BY JACK WOOD) 

A TALE OF TWO YULETIDES By 1#illi~ Lister 

It is the year of Our Lord , 1927, with but one day to Christmas 

Eve. For a few hours thero had been the promise of snow, short 

flurries of 1t , breaking into sleet and rain. but now with the coming 

of dusk it had settled itself down to snowing steadily , placing a 

white car pet on the busy streets of Manchester . 
Pres sure of traffic and crowds of pedestrians had been crushing 

1 t into sl ush, but now they were being conquered by nature . The snow 

wastegi.M.ing to hold , on buses and t ramcars, on lamp posts and trees 

it fell , tr ansf ormi"8 the whole sce ne int o the appearance of a ooving 

Xmas card . Not only to the sense of sight , bu t to the sense of hear­

ing , ca.me the Christmas message as a band of wait s could be heard 

rendering the old carols . 
To a lad not yet 15 year old , things seemed Just right . It was 

good to have snow a t Xmas, no matter ><hat anyone else t hought, and 

nature was not by itself in put ting on a sellSonabl e picture, 

The large s tores vi th lights and a colourful display of merchan­

di se , (the main interest centred on the toy - fair), reigned over for 

a few brief days by none ot her than the pereru1ial Father Xmas, t he 

fir trees , holly and the mistletoe , the Xmas crackers , plum l',lddings 

and poultry , al l aided and supported by the smaller shops their wi n­

dows fi ll ed with Yuletide a ttr ac t ion s , al l adding up to what is known 

as 11an old - fashioned Engli s h Christmas . it 
On the hoardir.gs , posters told of the panto:nices Just comcencing 

and in case you missed seeing t hem, a line of sandwic h- boa.rd men 

trailed wearily round the busy s tr eets , the ir notices ca t ching your 

eye . 
The lad moved swiftly among all these s i ght s and sounds , with a 

se t purpos e , turning from t he main thoroughfare into the si de st r ee t s 

- and across to the market ground, which i n turn se rved as an open­

markot , a ca ttle market and a fair groWld. The latter tvice e year . 

Easter and Xmas . 
The market light s were brilliant , as he turned out of th e dark ­

ness of the stree ts to vend his way among e tells , gr oani ng vi th the 

weight of all the usual multi - varie ties of merchandise to be found in 

these e s tablishment s . Bu t fo r tho youth only one kind of s t all was of 
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interest - arul toward this he pushed his way. It was loaded wi t h 

book s of all sizes and descriptions from highly educational matter to 

low class paper back oex novels , and all of the second - hand variety . 

It was clear that the boy had socie se t purpose in mind as he 

turned to a large basket fUll of old weekly papers , and co11:Cenced to 

rummage among them . Suddenly his eyes fell on some copies of a small 

C1B.gazine of the type that featured school yarns , and across the cover 

in large red letters could be seen the name "Nelson Lee Libr ary " 2d . 

He was by now visibly excited as he found not one or two, but 

three dozen copies and all different , of this little paper , and fum­

bling in his pocke t for money, dropped a coi n in his haste . 

The stall -holder could see he had a sure customer here , 

"How much for these" asked the boy , holding up his parcel . The 

man glanced through them and loo ked again at his exci t ed little 

custome r. 
"Shall I se.y 3d . a dozen? " he said , and before you could say "A 

Mer ry Xmas" he found nine pennies thrust into his hand . So the most 

satisfied customar in that market ( this was his lucky day) made his 

way home. 
For a few years he had taken this periodical , and de voured each 

copy. Only t he day before he had purchased the latest issue froo a 

newsagent ' s whose counter was s to cked with Xmas numbers of all the 

weeklies . 
"Magnet" Double number, the "Gem, " "Nelson Lee , " shared the 

parade with John Bull , Tit - Bits , Answers and the Uni on Jack . All of 

which boas ted extra pages , big bumper issues at twopence a time . 

The lad crossed the cobbled street and wound his way through a 

block of tents and caravans sheathed in the darkness of the snowy night. 

Opening the door of one of these caravans , he groped fo r a match , 

lit the oil-lamp that stood on the table and set t led down to examine 

his purchase. He had reason to be pleased. He had never read these 

before - reo.l vintage year issues and the re on the cover "St . Frank ' s 

School " tales by Edwy Searles Broo ks . 
These may be the days of a clear distinction between the haves 

wid have - nots , and this Xmas some would have next - to - no t hing whi l e 

others would have more than was good for thee , but nobody was likely 

to have such a Xmas as this boy . Sooetlung to eat and drink ( there 

would be that , of course) wid t hen to delve in to the adventures of 

the boys of "St . Frank's . " 
Suddenly the music of the round - a- bout organ struck up, and one 

by one the tents and caravans began to glow in the light of dozens of 

flare-lam-s , fuelled by P8l'nffin And throwini; a fan-shaped light 
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s,mil ar to a gas Je t. 
The tent flaps were opened to reveal coconut shies , shooting 

r~s , archery s talls , not to mention a fat lady exhibition , giant 
rats , a.."l.d a 1/- a time ci rcus that ran for an hour . You could also 
visit the boxing booth and win £5 (if you knocked out the challer.ger) 
- en tran ce fee 3d . only . Roost potatoes and hot peas could also be 
purchased . From such places came the phrase "All the fun of tt,e fair . " 

The lad place d his treasures under the pillow of his bunk bed , 
for this caravan was his home, and the fairground outside . his liveli ­
hood . The nex t few nigbt o he would bo out there tending his s tall , 
but every cement look:lng fo n,ard to the 'I p.m. close down and crawl ­
ll'II' to bed to read a little each mgbt until the ,'hole three dozen 
•op1eo had been thoro~ly enjoyed . 

Never was there such o Xmas and there could be no doubt as to who 
wns the happ1ent lad fo r miles around. Such was the power md sway the 
t{P.lson Lee stories by &ivy Searles Brooks had over hlc. 

It W?1.S a far cry from a fai rground caravan du:- lit on a snowy 
n1Gt>t to the ancien t walls of the St. Frank's school for boys. Always 
in his 1maginshon, this woo his school and Nippor , ilandforth !lnd Ezr a 
Quirk were his sch oolmates . 

Shall we leave him there with his dreams wtth the cnow pili"6 
steadily on his caravan roof and the sowul of carols in the distance? 

It is the year of Our Lord, I 966 , and once aguin the season of 
Chris tmas is upon us. Thirty-eight Christmases have come and gone 
aince that snowY ni@ht in 1927. 

Some of them, white vi.th snow, nome mildly warm in a WJ.nter' s sun­
shi ne , soce wnshod with henvy rain and at least five of them spent 
midst the fears and blood.ohod and horrors of war, and even then we 
were s ti ll "wis hing fo r a whit e Xmas ." 

The large sto res and t he small shops and the thousand and one 
oarkets have put on thei.r Xmas dress . 

Mark you , the Father Christmases are not so plentiful , There was 
a time when every sto re spo rted them but now it is only the occasional 
one . Television has made our childr en old before their time . They 
still have thei r world of make-believe , but it is a world of plastic 
:11.'.lchine- guns , hand-grenades , death ray machines . tring,ng the message 
of over- kill instead of over-lov e. 

However the Xmas cards are still with us , the tinsel and the 
cracke r s , the fi r tree s and the holly and th e mistletoe . 

The l ad of the tven tics has give n place to the man; the old -
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fashioned fairgrounds are almost a th i ng of the paot ; he has not 

seen a cheap trave l ling circus f or years end even the Big Tops have 

closed down. 
If he could f in d a market stocking three-dozen "Nels on Lees " 

within range of his pocket , he would still get a li tt l e exci t ed and 

would still put aside his other reading till he had devoured the m. 

The newsagent's counter is spo r ting a few Xmas numbers of per i od ic a ls 

but no Union Jacks , Magnets , Gems or Nelson Lees. Tit- Bi t s is sti ll 

with us . Gone are the days of bumper Xmas Double Numbers . 

However all 1s not lost. Miss things we Q&Y, but mu.ch remains . 

"We ' 11 have our MerTy Xmas st i l l. " The childre n wi l l laugh and sing 

and open their pre~ents . Cries of o "Merry Xloas" will mingle wit h 

the strains of carols. 
The members of the "Old Boys• Book Club" will nunmage among thei r 

collections and view the old ti me double numbers , or bor row them fro m 

the club libraries . 
The postman will bring our Xmas number of "Coll e c to rs ' Diges t" 

and , as a bonus , Collec to rs ' Digest Annual fo r 1966 . 

Was it Charles Dickens who said "Christmas never di d me anyt hi ng 

but good . God bless it I say ." ? 
And so say al l of us~ 

ll A NTE D: Story Paper Collector Nos . 37, 38 , 40 , 43 , 44, 45 , 46 , 

47 , 51 . 65 and title page , cont ent s and index fo r Vol. 2 . 

G. ll . MASON, 7 SECOND AVENUE, DAI/LISH, SOUTH DEVON. 

FOR SALE: Quantity of Boys Public School Stories , also Boys Adventure 

Stories, Victorian. Edwardian and George V periods . S .A. E. please . 

A, WOOD. 13 I.Ot!GLEY LANE, l.OllERl!OUSES. HIJDDERSFH,LD, YORKSHIRE. 

EXCHANGE ONLY: One HOLIDAY ANNUAL (1929 , 1930, 1931 , 1932 , 1933 , 1935 , 

1939 and 1941 available) offered for AJIY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING. 

MAGNETS 913, 1043 , 1071 ; B.F .L. 275 (or 569) , 365 (or 602) , 442 , 481 , 

489 , 582 : s .O. L. 196 , 214 , 218 , 228 , 230 , 258 , 26C, 362 . Other 

exchange suggestions welcome al though priority will be given to 

persons offering as above . 

P. HANGER, 10 PARK SQUARE, KINGS HEATH, NORTHAIIPI'ON. 

Wanted G!Ml before 1310. 

Write : LOFTS 56 , SHERINGHAJ:1 HOUSE, LISSON STREET, LONDON, N.11. 1. 



WAMILTONIANA 
&fil:_=-~!t.t~ -~ :_ Dury seri~ 

In 1927 Charles Hamil t on was approach ­
ing the peak of hi s powers . His cha racters 
nad been firmly etched for can,y years , but 
in the Ma.gr.et he w1;.s now-displaying in a 
masterly o,nMer his abil ity to e xtend the 
sc ope of his plots . The Dury series , with 
its rapid developrr.ent and convincing 
charac teri sation , i s typical of m6J\Y of the 
!older. A8f,. 

The series began with a reference to 
the kidnappine of Coker series . The juniors 
were departing from Holly House to spend 
the remainder of the Christmss holidays at 
'iharton Lodge. There was snow, the awe­
ir.spiring presence of Dr . Locke as a guest , 
'l.nd Bunter as a gate - crasher . With such 
irresistible attroctions , it would have 
been a vecy churlish reader indeed who was 
Jissa tisfied with the opening number of 
the series . 

Richard Du.ry was, rather incred ibly , 
a professional boxer of about fifteen , 
possessed of such phenomenal strength 
that he wes e.ble to dispose of three tram ps 
wr.o soug ht to waylay Dr . Locke . His reward 
was a place in the Creyfriars Re:nove, but 
it was not only schoolw-ork that he found 
difficul t: it was the ways and ma.r.ners 
of the Juniors lha t puzzled hio an well . 
It was not until he received a kind word 
~~.':.re~ carelesoly by Hilton of Lhe Fifth 
'"A Macdonald Jrawin,r , typical of his 
deligh tful work in tho old Christmas 
:Iun.bers . " 
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th at he found s omeone that he really admired in the sch ool. 
The series 1nevi tably challenges comparison with the Oliver Lynn 

se r ies in the Gem. bu t the Magnet series was f ar supe rior. Whereas 
th e St . Jim ' s juniors objected to Lynn ' s table manners , the Removit es 
disliked the way i n whi ch Dury crowed over defeated opponents , and 
whereas Lynn's regard f or his relative St . Lege r was never adequa t ely 
explained , Oury' s hero - worship of Hilton rang psychologically true, 
arisi ng when Dury was the outcast of the form , and desperately in 
need of frie ndship. Equally convincing was the manner in which Dury 
discovered th at his idol had feet of clay . Cedric Hilton was wi t ty , 
urbane , and elegant . but he was also deceitfu l , unscrupulous , and 
u tter ly ruthless when his own interests were a t s t ake . 

The pleas i ng aspec t of the series at this time was t he way in 
which further developmen t s would occur to crea t e a satisfying variety 
in the plot , and the Dury series was no exception , since it ended with 
an account of a feud between Loder and Dury, culminating in th e latter 
l eaving Greyf riar s for good. There are only six numbers in this s erie s , 
and it can t ruthfully be claimed that it has never a dull moment. 

CHRISTMAS FOR REMEMBRANCE 

No. 106 OF OUR "LET' S BE CONTROVERSIAL" SERIES 
Shakespeare , in one of his sonnets, wrote : 
"When to t he sessio n of sweet sil ent thought 

I summon up remembr ance of things pas t , 
I sigh the lack of many a thing I sought." 

The bard , of course . was not thinkin g of Magnets and Gems. Many 
of us, who for years and years have sighed the lack of some e l usive 
copies , may find ou r selves in sympathy with him . 

As I sit before t he glowi ng fire, with ho l ly on the walls, wi t h 
the dis tant sounds of the wait s singing my favourite carol, and with 
Christmas so near that it is really in the frosty air , i t comes as 
something of a shock to me to realise that my entire life has been 
spen t with a backcloth of St . Jim's , Greyfriars , and Rookwood. And my 
en t ire life is a very , very long time indee d . Just how l ong is my own 
business and none of yours, so don ' t write to ask me whether I went 
with Tom Merry to the Franco-Bri t ish Exlub i tion. 

I'm not sure whether I really see pictures 1n the Christmas fire 
- probably not - but there ,s nothing like that flre, wi t h the dancing 
shadows wlu.ch 1 t casts round the room 1n the late twiligh t to br ing 
memories of the past to l ife. 
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Oddly enough I cann ot associ a t e any pa rti cular issues of the old 

pape r s with any maJor event of -lllY life . But certain issues brlng ta::k 

memori es of unimportant tlu ngs I was dot!l8 at the t.ce I bougt.t the:: 

or r ead the m. 
1 found a shop - I remember the na=.e of the street - Arthur 

Stre et - at the back of a f6mous cricket ground - where or. could oh­

t'lin the Gem ceve ral days ahead of the nonnal publication d:ite . The 

Gem came out on a W'cd.neoday. but 1r. Arthur Street you could get 1 t on 

the previous Friday . I suppose th e newS8r-er.t wR.s break in· a I"Jle of 

his tr ade i n order to s t eal a march on h1·· comp&tito r s , but it su.a.t ed 

me. On Friday afternoon, after school , I would wnlk a mile out of my 

·~·'3Y 1n order to visit Art hur Street and buy my Gr:m a fe·~ days ea rlier 

than I sh ould have 1-.ad i t . The se r ies I bought 1n this way "'"':.S the 

one about Rogue Racks traw and t he k1dr..appi ng which was pc.rt of his 

nefi,nous plot to s•e 11 his bank b&lance . 

I became a "re gular " reader of the MaGJlet in the middle of ttlE: 

first rebel s~ries . I had to writ e away to Fleetw!ly Hou~e to obtain 

the opetung st ories of t he series . I do not think I ever again missed 

;i. ~:~ .. t issue , thoa ... ;1 I d1d not start ret r~1r.g my "'Op1es ~all "93". 
I t w&s owu.1g to my pera1 s tenc€ th ':J.t the olJ Tof!! Mer_-., tones 

wer e reprinted i n the Gem. And from the f1rst ie::su, of the reprints , 

the Cem came regularly to my home, right tll 1 t he end. And frOl!l the 

start of th e reprint3 , I rettnned h..11 my Gees 5lld Magnets. 

Hy col1ectio n to-duy , from 1931 onwards. comprises the 1ssu,·a 

bourrtit myself , week afte r week , year after year. 

- 3ut Vi th at ieast one excertton . 'alien • .1.n post - w!ir yew- • 

W. H. Scnth's firm wns binding my copies . a cour .. e of vohuaes c.1.t A 

time , they los t Magnet No. 1200. The vo:iWle . inr:-orrectly, s t<l.l'ted 

w:th !lo . 1201 . Later I obtained• copy of No. 120(' , but I wa• •u r-

I r1sed at the diff1cul ty I encoun t ered. in ot-te.in1ng a copy of $Uff1 -

c1en t ly pristine freahness to Join the rest of tho book. At l•st I 

had the vo I Ul!lO br oken down and the copy 1 nserted . 

That copy was one of the Came - Tatte r s series , s.nd I fancy that 

th e villain of th e piece was another Rackstraw . 

J\Y memories in the fire conjure up ye t a th ird Racks traw . w'hen 

was smalle r, my sister bought !!le the Hohd,y A.'lflusl for Christi:ias . 

But as time went on. and I gre w larger and lost my innocence, if I 

e•,er had any, I bou;:t,t my Holiday Annuals at half - price 10 th e pos t ­

Chr1stmas sales at a shop M.Oed Bryant and Rackstraw. So:nP. readers 

may re ca ll seeing 0:1. TV. earlier this year , s hur:e Woolworth store 

burning , That Woolworth's s tands on the site of Bryant & Rackatrow ' s 

where , l ong ago . I boueit my Holid ay Annuals . 
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Though, throughout the thirties , I was retaining my Gems and 
Magnets , I don ' t think it occur re d to me until 1937 t hat it might be 
poss i ble to obtain some of the earlier i ssues . And even then it woul d 
have bee n beyo nd the bounds of my belief that the day would come when 
I would have the ent ire run of both Magnet and Gem. 

It must have bee n by chance that , a bout 1937 , I adver ti sed - and 
I forget the medium - for early Gems and Magnets . I had a reply from 
a man who offere d me Gems No. 1 - 400 for £4 . He added that he a l s o 
had Penny Popular No. 1 , for which he wanted 2/ 6 . There was no doubt 
at all t hat this was a genu ine offer . 

But I must have been greedy . Also , money was tighter in t hos e 
days. I wrote to him - and I blush now at my greedy impudence - that 
I would buy the 400 Gems fo r £4 if he would t hro w in th a t copy of 
Penny Popular No. 1 • He r epl ie d , naturally enou gh , th a t he could not 
agr ee to my proposal , and had s old his papers elsewhere . I nev er 
a gain haggled over th e price of anything I re ally wante d very badly . 
We learn by experience . 

For a short time I mourned, like Rache l , and refused to be com­
fo rt ed , but soon John Medcraft came into t he pic tur e. I had never 
heard of him before , but from that time we were to co rre spond f airl y 
frequently . He offered me al l th e early Gems up ti ll 1913 . They wer e 
bound in fourte en volumes - not very wel l bound, perhaps , but adequat e­
l y . I forget the price he asked . It was not pa rticularly high , 
though many ti mes the £4 for which I had been off e red that ot her four 
hundred . Alas , it was far too much for me to find to buy t he whole 
set. 

Dear John Medcraft l He told me that I could buy the volumes one 
at a t i me, just when I f el t that I could afford one , his only s tipu ­
lat io n being t hat I should work backwards , receiving the l at e r ones 
first. He kept his word , and though I believe it to ok me nearly two 
years , the t ime eventually came when all four t een volumes were mine. 

I have always re gard e d those 14 volumes as the real hub of my 
col lection. When my ship c omes home, if it ever does , I shal l have 
al l those vo lumes reboun d to match the rest in qual ity and appearance . 

John Medcraft had told me that , when I had bought all t he Gems 
he had , I coul d follow on and buy all his ear ly Magnets . Tha t part 
of the barga in he did no t keep - and I could not blame him , though I 
was disappointed . By the time I had bought t he Gems , he had disp os ed 
of his Magnets . Ther e is a gra t eful warmth in my hear t when I remem­
be r John Med cr aft as I gaze into t he f ire . 

I have always believ ed that i f you wan t anything bad l y enou gh 
you will get i t eventuallv . Lif e has worked out that way for me. 
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Maybe the r e is a guardian ange l who looks after those collec t ors who 
try hard with a simple af fe c tion tugging at the ir heart s trin gS . 
Though I had not secu re d J ohn Medcraft 1 s Magnet s , ther e came a time 
when Len Packman was to secure for me. a t a more than reasonable 
pri ce , a wonderful run of red Magnets. 

Len Packman is one to whom nothing is too ouch trou bl e when he 
sets out . as he so often does , to help someone else . In that Christ ­
mas fire of mine , I see the happiest of memori es of Len. 

As a small boy , one day , I went to th e butcher ' s to collec t the 
family join t. Hygie ne 1n shops was not so import an t in those days as 
1 t is now. On the counte r was a huge hea p of old G-ems which t he 
bu tch er was us i ng for wrapping paper . Our joint , f i rst protected by 
a sheet of "grease - proof, 11 was wrapped in t he en tir e story of the old 
Gem "Brough t to Book, 11 the las t of th e Goring - Claver1ng series . I 
a sked the butche r if I could have t he rest of th e pile of Gems. There 
must have been fifty or si xty of them. 

He said : "Son, if you like to bring me an equ al pile of news­
paper s , you can change them for thi s lo t - but I can ' t wait. 11 

I dashed home, got a pile of newspape r s from rey mother and from 
neighb ours, and scurried back to t he butcher ' s . All th e Gems had 
gone . The bu t che r gave me a coppe r f or my newspapers. 

To this day , I still have th a t old copy of "Bro ught to Book" 
which was wrapped round a j oint of bee f so l ong ago . 

One day I was tr avelling by raU fr om Charing Cross down into 
Kent in a cr owded r ai l way compartment . I was r ead1.ng a Magnet , one 
of the Hollywood se ri es . l was chuckling a way t o myself continuously 
as I re ad about Bunter , the ven tr iloquis t . making Coker order whisky 
from a scan dalised wai t er in a pro hibi t ionis t United States . I 
laughe d and laughed. Suddenly I looked up . Every singl e pe r son in 
t he compar tment was wat ching me. and every single per son was vas tly 
amused and chucklil'l8 with me. A sailor said t o me: 11Cock , that t ale 
must be a knockout !" I blushed - and t he company cackled . 

I remember one day buying a Gem from th e books t all on Surbi ton 
r ailway s ta tio n . I bought it for old tim es ' sake , for it was in t ha t 
per iod about 1930 when the Gem was devoted t o nothing but substitute 
sto ries . I r arely bought a Gem in those days , but to my deligh t it 
turned out to be a genuine t ale . I t was cal led "The Shady Three . " 
The following Wednesday , full of hope , I boUght the Gem again . Alas ! 
"The Shady Three " had been onl y a flash in t he pan . 

I fir s t me t Tom Merry in "D'Ar cy ' s Libel Ac t io n." My siste r was 
reading it aloud to me as I was being gi ven a ba th in a zinc tub in 
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front of the fire . My sis t er was a magruficent reader . and I lov e d 
lis t en ing to her , even though sh e pro nounced Guss y' s "Yaa s , wa th ah !" 
as "Yarss ! Watt hah : 11 It was to be some y ears before I bought the 
Gem regular ly , but if you had heard my siste r rending ''D' Arcy ' s Li be l 
Action " you wouldn ' t be surprised that the Gem became cy f avourite 
pape r for a l l time . 

My acquaintance w1. th t he Magnet came later . On Sunday evenings 
my mother , after church . visi ted a Mrs . Allen who l ive d near . I went 
wi t h my mother , - and Mrs . Allen, a kindly Yorkshi re woman with a 
terrific brogue . played Moody and Sankey hymns on her harmonium . 
Naturally I was bored, tho ugh I have always loved " Dar e to be a 
Druu.el " and "Ho. my c omrad es , s ee the signal . " 

One evening Mrs . Allen gave me a box of Magnets which had bel ong ­
ed to her son Horace . So I sat on the carpet behind an armchair and 
read my first Magnet - en t i tl ed '"l'he Greyfriars Insur ance Co." - while 
Mrs. Allen played "Brin ging in t he Sheaves." 

When we le ft , Mrs . Allen said : 11Take them all wi th you . dear . 
Horace won 1 t want them aga in.'' 

How like a Mum! Maybe Horace raised Cain when he ca.me home and 
found his Magnets gone but not forgotten . He was grown up , by th a t 
tu:?e . and had aJ r ea dy retai ned his Magnets for quite a while . 

I recall one day going on to tha t famous cr i cket ground of which 
I spoke earlier. I belonged to their Juvenile cl ub to which boys were 
allowed to affiliate themselves for about a guinea a season . I s til l 
have my old membership cards from those irm.ocent days. (Do not say 
things under your breath, Glastonbury ! ) One day I took a Boys' 
Fri end on to the ground wt th me, .1ntending to enJOY Rookwood for a 
change . Woeful day~ Like Horace Allen• s Magnets . Rookwood was gone 
but not forgotten. There was a school story on the front page - I 
forget t he title . bu t it compri sed Jus t the name of the school. But 
Rookwood had finis hed. I had was ted my tuppence. 

In my early days as a schoolmas t er , I can re ca ll two occasions 
when I found a Gem and a Magnet , r espectively , i n boys ' desks. The 
Gem was en t 1. t led "Who Kiss ed Ethel?" Hypocri t e that I was: I re cal 1 
my exp res sion of horr or th at my boys should read such l 1 t era ture . 
To-d ay I can only exculpate myself t o some exten t by remembering t hat 
i t really was an awfu l ta le . 

I forget the t i t le of the story concerned 1n the second in ciden t , 
but the cover picture showed Quelch t r ipping over a cord and a caption 
read "Quel chy Comes a Purl er . 11 More tongue 1n cheek rem.arks from me . 
Can one ' s yout h excuse hypoc r isy of thi s s ort ? I n a few years time, 



Page 20 

I om thankf'ul to say , I threw all my weight into helping circulation 
in t he la.st year or two of the Gem, and in post - war years we gave away 
hundreds of Bunt er and Tom Merry books as prizes of one sort e.nd 
ano t her . 

As a small boy , wit h my parents , I visited my paternal grand ­
parents . Their home, in the heart of the country , was filled with 
del ightful bric - a- brac and masses of photographs of relatives , some 
long passed on . At the bottom of a piece of furniture which I think 
was called a chiffonier I ca.me across a copy of Sexton Blake Library 
No. 2 entitled "ll lgotten Gains . " It had appare ntly been left behind 
by some visit or at some t ime. I appropria t ed i t, though I do not 
r ecall that I have ever read it . l still possess that very copy , 
still in excelle nt condi tio n , though , somehow or other as the years 
have sl id by , it shed its covers which were lo st in the mists of tim e . 

In my Christmas fire , I must see Christmas dreams . I think t he 
editors and publishers al ways chea ted a t Christmas time . The Double 
Numbers were of ten not quite double the s iz e. And, when Double Numbers 
were things of t he past , they cheated more than ever . "Our Greatly 
Enlarged Christmas Number" conta i ned pages of advertisements which 
spilled far beyond th e four ext r a pages added . 

All t his is getting ridiculous . It ' s th e effect of my Christmas 
fire. The edi tor expects me to be Controversial in this column - and 
I have only beco me au tobiographical. And one man' s auto biography can 
be anot her man' s poison . 

That fi r e ' s going out . Excuse me while I fetch a Yule log - -

CON'l'ROVERSI AL ECHOES 

~ · THE MYTH OF GREYFRIARS 

J OHN \IERNHAM: I cannot go all th e way with you in your criticism of 
the r adio programme "The Myth of Greyfriars. 11 On the whole , I enjoyed 
i t but I will lis t en to my r ecordi ng agai n now I have rea d your views . 

At t he to p of page 21 you s t a te "It is odd th at the very people 
who know th e whole story from A to Z, the real exper t s , a r e never 
asked to assis t wit h these affairs . " I find thi s complaint very diffi ­
cult to understand in the light of our policy to have no publicity and 
ce rt ainly nothing to do with the B.B .C ! 

I would not vi.sh to question a decision taken by the members but 
we cannot expec t the B.B.C. to come to us for guidance in the pr epara ­
tion of a programme if we give them the col d shoulder . 



JO~ CO~'ROY: The cru.x of the article was in the one paragraph t ha t 

the people who re ally know t he facts and th e story of Charles Banal ton 

are n4cver consulted. SucJ: 1s life ! The referen ce to Mrs . Ham1ltoo 

Wright and her suggestio n that the post war Bunt e r sto ri es were the 

best really pleased ce . I have rend so many times that Frank 

R1.churd~' best work was in the golden er a , cirC'6. :930 . and that his 

i::oet- .,·ar books were i~ferio r that it was g, rlca~ure to see 90meone 

,1uery1ng this . It. ave alwuys felt ths.t some of the ha.rd - bac;..: Bunter 

tooktt ;.,:-re aE" good 1r. content and story power as any that were 

wr1ttE·n pre - \.inr. Stories I h.&ve in mind are ''Bunter 1n Brazil , " 

"Al:on& the C!l.11r,1t..als," "Bunter Afloat ," th e ''F irst Case " and the 

"Beanfeant. " \'Bo . Fronk R1chvds main t ai!led hie great pull right to 

the end . 

Mrt~l!L~ON WRIGHT: I w,o so gli,d you approved of rcy letter to the 

Radio Tutee. 1 felt thH the proirru=~ didn't go far enou.;t, for 

d""VOtees Pt.ch HS club mectJers and n.lso did not revea.J sufficiently to 

r:' wco:ners tr~e ~pr1r,et.- of the Mgic . So protab ! y both camps were u.n­

:'lltlsfie,i. How right you are when you lrur.ent the B. B.C 1
~ . lack of 

~or..su~ tabor. - thiey roulci have done :ruch better i'-!id t hey ref~rred to 

you . But on the other himd as .. t ."CJ tho polv•y of the c l ubs to 

refrqin free publir1ty - how Rre th~ B.R .C. or '11iyonf" cl!:!c supposed 

to know nbout the ga l l11nt band of experts? I f you h1de your llght 

under a t-ushel yot.1 C'lr, l:~rJly exre• t tt:f'm to conttJ.ct you whPn in need 

of a to rch ! I sugsest tho.t. a review of this policy ..-ou1d be ticely 

1n v1ew of the fact that :JO many 1 ·:i t h- it ' 1ntellechu:ll: ~e showing 

an 1nterc,f\t tn Ur.,..le nnd BW1ter and getti ng so mar.y Jeta1ls wrong . 

lt f'~""t:5 to me on~y fll1r to publ1Gh 1 t ab ro "ld that ther-=- 1s W"J. ;m ­

sullied sourC'e of 1P.format1on on t he subject. What &boat this for a 

'Lets btl Cor:trovers1~1 1 -how far is 1t t he duty of Collectors to 

·~ pubJic' 1n the i nteres t s of trot h? 

I liked your r easor.1n,, on page 20 of this month ' s Digest . It is 

s o good 1 hope you will let ce quote it . 

~u;s , I agree ,ith you completely abou t the a ttitud e of 

broadcasting au thor1 ties to people 1n O .B .B .C. circles . Gene r ally 

s~eaklng , th ey are quite willing to dende the Clubs , but when t hey 

w&nt i nformation for o. broadcast t hey go elsewhere. I shall not fo r­

g,:t in a hurry the way .:.n wtuch B.B.C. TV asked a:e for some Magnets 

from t he l .1.brar y , and requ es ted some of the c lassie series . When 

they got them, they co:ibed thee for cp1sodes of the ' Yaroch ' type . 

and delibe r atel y br oadcast the most puerile extr acts they could find. 
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I see no point at all i n pur suing publ i city , which is a will a' th e 
wisp , and will land you i n the quagmire . The London Club is burs t ing 
at the seams , and we can thriv e wit hout such dubious ass istan ce, and 
this we have emphaticall y decided to do . 

Of cours e , th ere are other f ields 1n which we could offer advice , 
but it is not wanted . The reprints of the old papers , like those i n 
Armada books and th e new Holiday Annual , are decide d by people in 
bus in ess , who must be pr esumed to know wha t will sell a nd what will 
not. The Florea t Gr eyf riar s record and th e Greyfriars Prospectus 
were compiled wit hout consul tin g the Clubs, and thou gh we might think 
we coul d have done bett er we must face the fact that the people who 
finance suc h publications must de c ide for th emselves. After all , t he 
Clubs comprise only a small proport ion of tho se who are interested in 
the old papers , and it would be presumptuous for us to think ourselves 
t o be more knowl edgeable than the next man. 

On onl y one occasion did I ever succeed in advis i ng effectively . 
This was when an anthology of sc hool s tori es was being compiled , and a 
sh ort Greyf riars sto ry was wanted . The one I sugges t ed was in fact 
used - but then , th e query came fro m Charles Hamil ton , and as he 
passed on my sugges tio n it i s not s urpr is ing tha t i t was actuall y use d . 

J ACK OVERHILL: Like you , I thou gh t th e B.B.C. talk about C.H. and 
his works poor s tuf f . Why don't t hey ge t men who lmow on the radio 
talking about Magnet s and Gems? 

JOHN TROVELL: Analysi s and criticism can never make a myth of Grey-
fr iars . The si mple fac t wil l r emain that Fr ank Richards possessed 
the talent , energy , and ability to crea t e cha r acters so convincing to 
incorporate in th e best of school s t or i es , t ha t the resultant quali ty 
of t hose stor i es has withs tood the t est of time, and appeal even today . 

Let the analyst s rate our LQ . as low as it pleases them1 a t 
least 1n t he harmless occupa ti on of a tt empt ing t o r eta in from those 
s torie s some of th e happiness of youth , or a br ief respite from modern 
high - speed l iv in g, t he wild creatures need have no fear of mangled 
limbs or lingering death in th e process . 

I n the unlikel y event of a t eam of our own experts bei rl8 given 
the oppor tunity to present Greyfr iars t o the listening pub l ic , one 
feels cert a i n that an accurate and ente r t ai ni ng presentation would 
result , but ce r tainly no t ent i tled THE MYTH OF GREITRIARS. 

ERI C FAYNE adds : Were we 11presumptuous 11 in poin t ing ou t that a 
sequence from a substi tute st ory we.s included 1n the readings in the 
B.B.C. programme? My op i ni on is that the clubs and Collec tor s ' Digest 
know f.<1.r more about t he old paper s - a nd Ha.mil tonia in part icula r -
t han a nyone out side. 
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BLAKIANA 
Conduc te ~ by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN, n.,_ Ar chdnle RoaJL East Dulwich 1 London~ S . E. 22 

A PATRIOTIC PLATE PROBE 

The cover of t he Union Jack dated November 13 , 1926 , was hardly likely to a ttr ac t r eade r s eee kin g a thrilling and stimul a tin g s tory of tl .e great Sex ton Blake . 
Eigh t ye i.rs after th( • Kaiser ' s war had conc l uded there mu!!t have been a su r ge of patriotic f orvou.r in the sac red porta ls of Flc e tw113 Hou:..~e. For the cove r of t he iHsue in question announced , in de ep 

Y"llow and pale pur ple , a great "Pree Pl &te Wit hin ! " Bel ow was a pic ture of tho pre eer. t a tion effort . None othe r t han a reproduction 
of "t he historic scene in Pi ccadilly Cir cus on A.ruistice Day, 19 18 . " 

Seldo o have so many t.ecn herded so close toee ther since th e 
Black Holf" of C!ilcutta . And rcost of them we re , of course , w&ving 
flags . 

One attractive loo kin s fEJU..le was s tanding in th e middle of an 
upturned t at1e , borne a loft by merry sold iers ; ano th er bol d bit w.as behind e soldier or. a plur _ging horse . A kilted Scot , one arm in a s ling, w~s ~ild l y wtiving a flaming torch. 

All page Z was taken up with pa rticu lt1rs of two mere i;la te s t o 
be pr esented in the next two week£ . Ono was "Mons , 19 18 . The en try 
of Br l t ieh trcops on Arn:i.i.stice Day. " The o th er was dccc ri bed as a vivid ar.d teoutifully produted presentment of the Gennan Flee t being esc orted t o i t s 1ast ancho r age in Scapa Fl ow." 

The point ,bout all this is: would CU8tomers be attncted to the Union Jack by o!' fers of pictures a bout events that took pla ce eigh t 
years be for e? I sho uld i11J88i.ne thot by 1926 <Los t peopl e would be 
wcntir.g to forget the first world wa r . Ecr<>c ially with the fir s t 
g ri1I 1 effec t s of th e world ' s ...,or s t dcprecsion beinu fel t . And I 
wonder hoa i:cany of thot:c Armis tice Day pl ates were f:re sc rved fil\C 
fr:!JI.Cd? 

Over tl,e yf.Mr ~ t.ordes of s tory paper s have t,;iven away coloured 
plates with more popula r a ppeal than the Union Jack effo rt s of 1926 . 

I venture to SlJt,t""eS t that moo t of th em ended in flamee long 
oefore the i.:onter. t s of publi ca tion s pre sentint; thcrc had been read and app r oved by the cu~tc,mc r e . 
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In tho 1920-30 per i od tho Union J ac k had some s tr iking and 

attrac tive cove rs . That ef fort of Nov. 13, 1926, must have been the 

•eakest link of the l ot . 

SEXTON BLAKE and ELLffiY QUEEN By S . Gordon Swan 

AT FIRST SIGIM' the only c onnection between these two names 

would appear to be that the i r owners bot h followed the same profession. 

Otherwise one is an Englishman, the other an American; the one is 

twice the age of the othe r ; their paths have never crossed . Yet 

there is a closer link between the two, as I have dis covered . 
In Ellery Queen's Anthology ( 1966 Mid - Year Edition , Volume 11) 

is to be found on page 151 a sto ry ent itled : "£5 , 000 for a 

Confession , 11 by L. J . Bees t on. To those acquainted with the formid­

able list of Se xton Blake authors , this name vill be familiar as the 

vriter of five Union Jacks : 
Onion Jack 221 The House of Fear . 

Union J ack 239 Sexton Blake , Pavement Artist . 
Union Jack 263 The Willo w Court Mystery. 

Union Jack 274 The Adventuress . 
Union Jack 318 Bridge . 

'!'hose appeare d in t he period 1908/9 , so that one is agreeably sur ­

prised to find a story by the same author in a top-class mystery 

c,agazine fifty - seven years later . But read what the editor has to 

say of this long-ago Blake writer . 
"In our opinion L. J . Bees ton is one of the most underrated 

writers of the JAlre "thriller ," of the sheer , nail - biting , ed~ - of ­

your chair melodrama (in th e best sense of that lllllligned word) U1 tho 

entire 11\YStery field, He mixes a powerful drink . does Mr. Beeston , 

,nd here are his ingredien t s for a Literary Old- Fashioned : take a 

Journalist , a doctor . an actor-manager , and an amateur detective -

put them (almost said pour them!) into di van chairs in the lounge of 

the Yello w Club (definitely fin de sieclo) - - stir in a blood - curdl -

1.ng ai tun.ti on - shake, serve , and you have "£5.0CX) for a Confession" 

-- Md hold on to your head: .. . . " 
liii;h rroise for a Sexton Blake writer from an acknowledged 

muster lor nhould it be masters? Ellery Queen is two men 1.n 

collaboration ) of detective fiction . 
Thin discovery recalls to mind something which I found some 

fifteen or si xteen years ago , in the Ellery Queen Mystery Magazine 
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itself . This particular i sSUe which wu'or tun a tely I did not keep , 
contai ned a. story of a French detective by Arth ur SherbuTII (or 
Sherborne) Hardy . It wns the very f irs t sto ry i n the volume , as 1. t 
happened , and I wondered a t t he time , could 1.t be our Arthur S . Hardy 
of Sexton Blake , Tom Say e r s and historical story fame? 

Year3 later , in the rtJcords of the Collectors' Digest Annual I 
found this au thor' s n.!:ilile gi ven as Arthur SteffLm.S Hardy . so that 1 t 
would s.ppear to be a differen t man who wrote the Y¥n that appeared 
i!1 the E Q. M. M. (The eource of the story was not gi ven , but 
frequently old stones of merit are resus -.:ita ted ir this mDgazineJ 

I am still doubtful on t his point . I n an old ~d fl-16.rvel I f ound 
a story of a French c riminal by A. S. Hardy and I re:nember t ha t one of 
Blake's investigat io ns recorded by him took the detective to France . 
And the shor t s t ory .in the magazine was abou t a Fren ch de t ective. I 
cannot now recol l ect its title . The only hope of securing any 
1nformo.tion would be to communica t e with E ... lery Queen as to the 
or1g.1nal source of the story . 

Whe th er or not th e two A. S. Hardys were one and the same , the 
tribute to L. J . Bees ton alrea dy quoted 1s sufficient to indicate the 
quality that has prev u.1led 1n the Sexton Blake saga from its early 
deys . Tt also refutes the ridi culous as.:ertions of detractors whic h 
I remember hearin g years ago , thn t the stories were written by the 
office boy! 

Many wri ter s of distinction hav e contributed to the legen d of 
Sexton Blake , and we hope many rcore Wl.11 do so 1n the future. 

Desmond Rei d 
"THE SNOWMAN COME'PH" (3/6) 

An expedi t io n to the Himalay as headed by Sir Po rt land F uth 
searches fo r proof of th e existence of the legendary Abominable Snow-
man. 

The exped1t1on ' s hope s a r e fulfilled . but the ir JOY is sho r t 
lived . Within minutes disas ter st r ikes ; the e xped i tio n is wiped out . 
Si r Portland Firth is the sole survivo r . 

One year l a ter . Sir Portland's life is t hreotened . and Sexton 
Blake ' s vision of a quie t and peaceful Chris t mas . fa.des. 

This is bad luck fo:r Blake . bu t good lu ck for u s , because we 
have now a Blake story in the old tr adition . 

Most of the actio n talces plac e at Sir Port land's home, Medle 1gh 
Towers . 
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"The Snowman cometh" said the card , when sentence of death was 

passed on Sir Portland Firth. 
The first snowmen appeared in the grounds of !'.o,lleigh Towers a 

coupl e of days before Chris tma.s, a bizarre touch this , bocnuse no 

snow had fallen in the area . 
The next snowcan to appear is nearer The Towers, the third one 

closer still , and Bleke calculates : a snowman will appear in Med­

leigh Towers on Christmas Dey, and Si r Portland Firth will die . 

Blake and Tinker have a fr antic race against time to try and 

save their client's life . 
Everything is here to please the 110ld Cua.rd II readers : a pre­

Chris-s party at Baker St . , with Mrs. Bardell calling Tinker 

"Master Tinker , 11 and going on to so.y "Oh dear , I 'm so rry . It ' s just 

- well , it brings back the old times does Christ!ll8S and having you all 

together again . 'iell it I s real neuralgic ." 
And nostalgic it is , so go out and buy this one , and spend a 

few happy hours over Chris-. in the company of Blake , Tinker , Pedro , 

and the rest of the gang. 
After enjoying this story , as I did , am I being hypercritical in 

wishing that greed end revenge were the only motivating factors in 

the campaign of torr<>r? Rey Norton 

(NOTE: "The Snowman Cometh" was written originally to be one of the 

stories in the Sexton Blake Bedside Book which failed to appear last 

year . The Snowman was to be accompanied by Pierro Quiroule 's chill 

thriller "The Livi"6 Shadow. " We hope that Shadow, like SnoW?:lB.n, 

ma.y eventually come to us as a separa t e entity . ) 

w'AJITED: Good loose copies or volumes containir18 any one or core of 

the following : MAGN::rS: 131 to 149 inclusive , 205 , 238, 239 , 309 , 

328, 337, 356 to 358 inclusive , 435 , 773, 850, 858, 862 , 863 , 864 , 

865 , 868 , 942 , 951, 965, 988 . GEMS: Some issues between 801 and 

832 , 953 , 954 , 956, '175, 980, 984, 985, 989, 990, 992, 993 , 996, 

POPULARS: 452 , 455. 466, 452 , 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCEI.SIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD. 1 SURBITON I SURREY. 

WANTED: Old Chips containing serial "The Red Inn." 7/6d each paid . 

O. ll . llADHAM, 12, MlLITARY ROAD, LOWER HUTT, IIEll ZEALAND. 
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OUR CHRISTMAS COMPETITION 

ELIM Ill AT ION: From the lls t cross off TWO words for EACH of the 

clueo, You will then have one word lef t . Write th o word on a 

postcard , with your na.n:e ar,d address , and post to the editor to reach 

him by the 17th December . All th e cards will be put in to a bag , and 

a draw made on that date . The se nder of the first corr ect solution 

drawn will receive the newly publiohed Agatha Christie novel "Third 

Girl." The second drawn will receive the newly published R1ch::lal 

Cr ompton book "William and the Masked Ranger." 
RUIU1ers- up wi 11 receive a copy of "The Case of the Bismarck 

Kecoirs , 11 or the new S .B.L. Christmas story . 

BOY BAG LAW SPAR 

OUT SUIT OGRE BIRD 

TODD VILLA ETHEL BRIAN 

PII.OT STOIIE SCOTT GORE 

FANCY BR0\111 ETOii LITTLE 

FRAYNE OUTRAM LAUREL W OLL 

WRITER ROLLING l!URffiY MODERN 

SHOT ASHPLAJ,'T CHARLIE CHAMPION 

HAZELDENE PRISCILLA WILDRAKE BROOKS 

MORNING TON MAULEVERER WAISTCOAT PF:OPLE 

SUBSTITUTE 

1 . A Removit e 's relat i ve . 2 . Two Kit s . 3. It doesn ' t , of course , 

mean new junior . 4 . For who=n tales were written. 5 . A school . 

6. Two ladies associated with St . Jim ' s, 7 , Two Valentines. 8 . Two 

Petero . 9 . Home wit h Tom Merry . 10 , Two item s of t en i n hand in the 

stories . 11 . Cheerful youth . 12 . Two papers . 13 . Dazzler in study 

No. 6 . 14 , Author of "The Case of the Bismarck Memoirs . " 15 , Two 

anagrams . 16. Douglas : 17, The next best thing . 18. Two people 

who had a:.uch to say about Nelson Lee. 19. Two waif s . 20 . Once worn 

with a Greyfriars tie. .. 
*****.,..* 
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THE POSTMAN CALLED (In ter es ti ng itec,s from the 
Edit or' s le tt er -bag) 

w. O. G. LOFTS (London) : I'm af r aid that I disagree wit h Walte r 
Webb , and he s eems to miss the poi nt compl et ely . Our knowledge of 
matters pertaining to the hobby is obviously far grea t er t han it was 
say 15 years ago . I sh ould t hink tha t almos t every contributor 
would like to revise comment s made in articles written lo ng ago in the 
light of fresh da t a rec e ived s in ce that date . Walte r has many times 
revised his own arti c les (i n the l ight of ne w information re ce i ved) 
and i s no excep tion . Regarding Mr. Swan and Mr. Dowler dispu t ing 
facts given by me i n Blake ar ti cles I can only say tha t they are 
en title d to their own views on th e subject , but I simply beg to diffe r 
wi t h t hem on the fact s I have gle aned from my own sources . Certainly 
in th e William J , Bayfield /Gordon Carr quest io n a lot hss s till to be 
inve stiga ted befor e a complete satisfactory conclusi on can be reach ed . 

R. J , McCABE (Dundee) : Danny' s Diary is one of my favouri t es even 
though it ' s before my ti me, so ple ase don 1 t change him . 

JACK OVERHILL (Cambridge) : Danny bro ught back a memory this month 
when he mentioned th e Gem d0uble number for 1916 . This i s one of 
th e few old ' uns I' ve get - IN THE SEATS OF THE MIGHTY. I di dn ' t 
remember Tom Merry f igh ting somebody twi ce his size ; what I remember -
ed was Guss y falling in love with a c ircus girl. That was al l I 
liked abou t the story when I was 13 - nearly 14; I couldn ' t stand 
ci rcu s tales. Gussy was al ways f alling in love ; one of hi s l oves 
was 38 and very kind t o him when she t old him her age : I can 't think 
of t he name of the st ory , 

A bit l ater when I was 14 I lea rne d Pitman ' s shorthan d . I was 
ever so inte r ested in a s tory in which Gussy started learning sho rt ­
hand to r eport a meeting . Kerr did the r epor t ing and Gussy wa t ched 
flabbergasted as t he outlines wen t down in a note-book . Good for 
Kerr ! Gussy was s t ill learning the shorth and alphabet ! I hoped 
f or more re ferences t o sho rthan d but t her e was none , or I didn ' t see 
them. What the name of th is s t ory was I' ve fo r gott en . 

(I t hink the s tory t o which you r efer is ttD'Ar cy ' s Libel Ac t ion . " - ED. ) 

PETER HANGER (Nor thampton) : Surely anyone in t erested in Old Boys ' 
Books , particula r ly the works of Charles Hamil ton , cannot fail to be 
fascinated by Danny , even if it does not coincide with his boyhood . 
The only crit icis m I make of the Diary is t he refe r ences to t he early 
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cinema which I feel are out of p lac e in a journ al devoted to O. b . B. 
Danny wi.11 be \>.ell advised to confine his entr j cs to O. B. B., but wit h 
occasional reference to the changing social scen e . 

Jl.E.!l..l"!IIT!,!l (London) : I read that one of yow- co r respondents i s 
divine off the deer end re the sale of copies of "The Story Paper 
Col le c tor ." I ri 'l re cen t advertisemer.t , one of the c lon has number s 
one t o fifty for sale . Perhaps the adve rt ise r only want s to be paid 
for w!-.tt t it co:;-t him f or the binding . I have all i;iy cop ie s bound , 
t lic la t est costs of bi nding thr ee volume s by the monk s of St. . Micl"iael ' s 
Abbe, , Farnborough , Hants , is £1- 13-0 each, this without postage , 
which , as you a re a war e , has gone up consider ably recently . Your 
adve rt ir-er , incide nt ally , gave me number 9 to comple te my first vo l ume 
gr;;tt i s . lt even has his pen cil notes of some mistake which I have 
never eraced . 

I wonder if the complai nan t gi ves anything a way for nothing . 

HARRY DOWLER (Stockport) : I am grate fu l to Mr. 0 . ii . lladham fo r 
pointing out a sad lack of taste on my part in selling Bi ll Gander ' s 
S .P .C. In t his life we are al ways ma.king mis tak es - we do thi ngs 
without realising some factor which has e scaped our notice . It is 
kind of you to give anothe r way of looking a t t he matter , but so .far 
as I am concerned , I accept Mr. Wad ha.m' s point of v ie w. 

(Long , long ago I bought the first 30 issues of S.P. C. Far fro m 
cr iticising the vendor , I wes gra teful to him . If ever I de cid e to 
dispose of them I certainly shan ' t expect t o give them away . - ED. ) 

GIDRGE SE:!,LARS (Sheffield) : By gun. , don ' t ever think of changi ng th e 
years of Danny ' s Diary , even if the sub wr jlers in t he Gem and Magnet 
were very busy th en . In any case , I believe th at most r eade r s young-
er than myself lik e to r ead about those day s which they a r e to o young 
to re member . 

ARNOLD WOOD (Hudde r sfield) : \lhen I joined the a.ncy in the first 
world ~,;;;::- the Magnet , Gem, Union Jack , etc , we re my bosom frier.ds in 
off - du ty how·s , in sp i te of the sarcasm I sometimes met f or r ead in g 
their . I went on reading t hem with no r egre t s . 

r, , W. MASON (Dawlish) : Many thanks fo r a f ine publication . Thanks 
also to your contributo r s past ur.d prese n t for t heir wonderful research 
into a fascinating s ubject . Collec tors ' Dige st r anks with the best of 
th e books in the old boys I book wor ld . Wil l i t su rpa ss even th ese? 

KEN ELLIOTT (Australia) : I lo ve Danny ' s Diary, and , whilst I would 
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like to see ey own particular "gol den year s " writt en up, I feel tha t 

i t is moat interesting to read how things were in those days and the 

his t ory of the s tor ies , etc . Did you know that Tiger Tim and Mrs. 

Bruin ' s school are now in Jock & Jill? 

A REAL FOOrBALL S'l'ORY 

By W. 0 . G. Lofts 

Mr . C. L. Farrow of Bos ton mos t ce rt ainly has a remarkable 

mec:ozr. The s tory he mentions in "The Postman Called " (Nov. 66 

issue) was prin t ed i n the BOYS FRIEND LIBRARY No. 45 (Second Series) 

published in May 1926 and entitled ' Spence of the Spurs .' 

Mr, J ohn Wheway the auth or t old me personally at his office a t 

Flee tvay House before his retirecent of th e pleasure he got in wri t­

ing thi s s tory as he had been a strong Tottenham Hotspur suppo rter 

all hi s life . The tale was except ional in the f ac t th a t he brou ght 

real live characters into the plot , with th e full bless i n& of t he 

Spurs Manager Mr. Peter HcWilliam and players . 

From memory I would say t hat Spence was a protege of the then 

black - hai red JimmY Seed whilst To!C!IY Clay, Walters , Skitt , end Hinton 

were to the fore , not fo rgett il18 Arthur Grimsdale the Spurs Captain . 

J illllllY Seed who became Manaeer of Charl to n in later years and died a 

short while ago was not only a cle ver player and Manager , but in his 

YOUJ18"r days ente r tained the Spurs playe r s by his brilliant piano 

playin& and could draw amusing cartoons well up to professional 

st andard . 

• * * • 
S A L E : MAGNETS, some complete series , 1930 ' s . Also Blue and 

~ GEMS 1920' s . Quantity of Populars , Greyfriars Hera l ds , Boys 

Friend Lib rary and Green 'un. Early s.o .Ls., Modern Boy, llugget 

Li br ary . W A N T E D : MAGNETS before 377. GOO before 471. 

S. A.E. LAURIE SUT'roN, 112 , REPTON ROAD, ORPINGTON, KENT. 

~ : Brand new, unused Fr ank Richards L/P Record . 7/ 6 plus 

postage . S. a .e . , first , please . 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCEIBIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD,, SURBITON, SURREY. 
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CLUBS 

There were ten members present at t he Birmingham Theatre Centre 

and we had a very Jolly and cheerful ovening together . Among the 

apologies was one froc Jack nnd Madge Corbett . We were very pleased 

to hear Madge is progressing steadily after her recent 1llness . 

There was a lively discussi on on the recen t radio programme, 

' The Myth of Greyfriars ' which appeared on t he Third Programme or 

rather JereQY Rundall 1 s comments about it in 'The Sunday Times . ' The 

old issue was raised , the criticism of George Orwell about Charles 

Hamil t on• s escapism and Char lee Hamil ton I s reply , 11Happiness i s the 

best preparation for misery , i f misery must come." Members felt that 

the charge of Orwell missed the point, We al 1 need escap i sm at times 

to get away from the depressing facts of everyday life and if our 

hobby provided it , it was a very good thil18 . 
Ger ald Pr ice complained tha t the pr ogrammes on radio and T. V. 

never mentioned the Bunter Books which he t hought had kept the 
inte rest in Charles Ha.mil ton's work alive since the war. He wonder-

ed whether this was caused by the contemptuous attitude of many Old 

Boys ' Book enthusiasts towards the Bunter books, He thought this 

n t t it ude absu r d . In t heir way they were very good . 

George Chatham gave us a short talk on his impressions of "Afte r 

Ligh t s Out , " Boys Friend Library No. 383 , that he had read recently . 

He said it was so good he thought it should be made compuls ory read -

ing for all Hamilton devot ees . ThlS is very high praise , but this 

story is very highly regarded by many Hacil t on expe r ts, 
There were two readings by the acting secretary . One was from 

a Magnet which desc r ibes Fisher T. Fish beil18 blackmailed by Bunte r 

int o tr eatil18 him to loads of tuck and t her eby hi t ting Fishy where he 

lived , so to speak . There was also a tit - bit from t he 1921 Holiday 

Annual showing Tucky Toodles slanging Daubeney on his shortcomings on 

the cricket field . 
Arrangements for the Christmas meetil18 were discussed and it was 

agreed to follo w the same course as last year when we all br ought 

what we could for pooling. It was generally agreed that this was 

very successful . 
The Collectors items, Armiveroary number and Collector ' s piece 
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were this conth : Gee No. 872 "Dick Julian 's Trial " published on 25th 

Oct ober , 1924 , 42 yea.rs ago and "Redfe rn Minor" Boys ' Friend Library 
(1s t Ser ies) No, 479, Tho latter book , a very rine st ory , has now 

been added to our library . 
The viMo r of t he raffle was again the acting secretary ro r the 

second month running and he received No. 170 or the Po!'llar "Bob 
Cherry 's Barring Out" as a prize . 

We look forward to November 29th when we meet agai n at the 
Birmingham Theatre Centro . 

J, F. Bellfield 

NORTHEllN 

Mee ting held 12 Novecber , 1966, Saturd B.Y, 

Corre sponden t 

A group of Nort hern mec:ber s in the garden at No, 239 a t 6 . 15 p.m. 

suggest ed an al fresco meeting , but the arrival or the caretaker with 

n key soon put mat t ers right, When the half hour ' s library sessi on 

closed , all were glad to see Chairman Geoffrey Wilde , fit nnd well 
again , opening the meeting . Geoffroy had a warm welcome fo r t he 
twenty members present . 

The minutes were re ad; the Treasurer 's Report wa.~ called fo r, 

but first Gerald had a piece of sad news as only that morning , Mr. A. 

Taylor , husband of member Elsie , had pessed away afte r a brief ill -
ness . Everyone was shocked by t his sudden happening and to Elsie 
we send our greates t sympathy. After a few moments Gerald proceeded 

,nth his Report , shoving a very satisfactory pos ition , in spite of 
high postage coots . He had news from several members and mentioned 
a poss ible ge t- together of ent husia sts , in the Notti ngham area . 

A cOW>t was taken for the Christmas Part y to be held on the 9 th 

Dece:ober (at 4 , 30 p .c . for 5 p .m. ) and late r the ladi es arrru,ged the 

eatables s i de . Gaces and other iteClS were der.-ided fo r the progr~e , 

and we look forward to a happy evening . 
Now it was time for Harry Barlow to se t up his pro ject or and the 

fi rs t film was soon flashing on the screen . 111'he Musical Box" with 

old ticers Laurel and Hardy took us back to our youth : This was 
followed by soc,e rine colou r filClS of Barry ' s holiday in Belgium and 

France . He then kindly showed a file brought by Mollie Allison of 
her American cousins' visit . After this short, we saw s ome very 
natural scenes around Harry ' s home with comn:.entary . 

The refreshments were served , and much enJoyed . The final film 
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WE.3 the 11'.tiorl d Cup Match" between Englar.d and West Germany. And so 
we came bang up-to-d a te . Many thank s to you , Harry . 

We were sorry that time di d not all ow us to hear Ron Hodgson's 
tapes , but we look forwar d to doing so later , as Ron s&id he \.OUld 
brlng them again . 

Next meeting : Saturday the 9th December , 1966 (The Christir.as 
Party ) . 

M. L. Alliso n 

Hon. Sec . 

(Correction : l n November' s Northe rn Report : 11Plum Pie " 1s a fo rth ­
c oming book by P . G. liodehouse , Apologies . - M. L.A. ) 

There was an excellent at tendar.ce a t the November iree ting hel d 
a t the residence of Bob Blythe . Therefore there was a dis ti nct atinos -
pher e of r:elson Lee, the f amous map of St . Frank ' s and i t s environs in 
a s uit able position for all to see . Bob gave a very good repo r t on 
the progress of his sect ion of the l i br ary and Roger Jenkins not to be 
out done als o gave an excell ent repo rt of the month' s borrowing in his 
Hamiltonian sectio n. It was decid ed that the Harry Dowler gian t sc r ap 
book be l oaned to membe r s on a monthly basis at a fee of one sh illing. 
Bill Lofts said that the sc r a p book was ve ry i nteresting . 

Bri an Doyle gave out about the forth coming pape r bac k Penguin that 
will dea l wit h the comics and al s o th e f acsi mil e Str and Magazin e that 
is to be publisr.e d at 7/f . 

Ben lihit er exhi bited the las t unfinis hed volume of Bill Gander' s 
magnum opus , "The Story Paper Col lec tor . " The word "Unfinished" is 
bl ocked on the spine of the volume. 

Charli e Wright , who i s l oaning hi s sc r ap book to all who are 
intere s ted , gave a good treati se on the Aldine library , This was 
greatly enjo yed by the ga t hering. 

Andrew Barr.es had compiled a ·Sexton Blake quiz and as one wit 
sa id , he c oul d have eas ily 'taken ove r t he Sexton Blake sect i on of the 
"C. D. 11 However it was Bill Hubbard who had most co rre ct anBwer s . 
Sec ond place was fill ed by Jos ie Packman. Len Paclane.n and Miehael 
Lynskey were j oint third s . 

An amuzi ng Elimi nator quiz was won by Reuben Godse.ve. Some very 
or i ginal entrie s were read out . 
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A discussion about new member s took pla ce , t he ma.in topic was 
the accommodation or r a th er t he la ck of it. 

Excellent refreshment break took place , many thanks to the hos t s , 
Bob and Laura Blythe. 

Christmas meeting on Sunday , December 18th , at Hume House , Lord-
ship Lane , East Dulwich , London, S.E . 22. Phone TO\lnley 2844 . Hosts 
Len and Josie Packman. Kindly info rm if intend i ng to be present . 

Uncle Benjaoin . 

""****•************** 
CHRISTMAS CONUNDRUM By o. w. Wadham 

Someone once said : "If the after - thought came first what a dull 
world this would be . 11 That phr ase certainly applies to the old 
coloured comic Lot - o'- fun at the close of 1921. 

The issue for December 24 has not one picture or story , or even 
a decorat ion , coJU1ected in any shape or form to the festive seas on. 

A most unusual event , especiall y fo r a popular comic bearing the 
publishing date of Christmas E:ve. 

But t her e was certainly a surp r ise in store if one r ead the 
Edi tor ' s "Notes and News." 

Therein i t is stated tha t 11a Chri s tmas number to ' surpass al l 
others ' wil l be issued on December Z7th . " Considering that then~ 
ber in question was to be only 8 pages , and Lot- o '- Fun, in its 
Henderson years , (in 1921 Flee tway were the owners ) was famous for 16 
page Christmas issues that Editor .-as surely pulling hard on the long 
bow. 

And many readers must have wor.dered why they had to wait un t il 
t he day af t er Boxing Day to read Cl".ristmas fare , when New Year material 
would have been much more to the poin t . 

It was an odd idea , t o say th e least . 

** * ****~* **** ***** 
W A N T E D : MAGNETS: SKIPPERS; HOTSPURS: WIZARDS: GREYFRlARS 

S.0 .L' s ; HOLIDAY A!~nJALS; FILM FUNS and other pre-war pape r s . 

~ . 
24 , BATCHEUlRS BARN ROAD, 

ANDOVER, 
HANTS. 
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Few fictional school s have not had revolts and rebellions . 

Cre yfri urs , St . Jim ' s , Rookwood and St . Frank ' s have prcbabl y had more 

than any others . But even su<.:h obscur e academi e s E:s Greyhouse , St . 

Kits and St . Kildas have hud thousands of words devoted to the fast 

moving stori~s of sr hoolboy revolt . Moet O. B.B. col l ectors enoy 

r ead in g such t ales , m&.ny of them even thrive on them. But how many 

have chuckled and said to themse l ves "Very good , but th is could never 

happen in reality . " Probably a lot ... .. But they would be wrong! 

Most of the great Pub li c sc hools of Britain have , a t so:ne time 

in th e 1r l ong histori es had revolts . Some have been large , SOICC have 

been small , a ll hav e show11 the spiri t.s cf youth . 
One of th e ea r lies t. r e vo l ts worthy of mention too k place at 

8ton in 17H , vt.ei. the boy~ revolt ed aga inst an unporula r headmb.St e r 

nu ed Dr . Davl tlS. Aft tr •-:t l i s t of gr i evan ce s had been i gnored by 

the head the rebell i ous sc hoolboy s became vi olent and drove the head­

master from the school , forcing him to t ake ehelter i n the Provo s t' s 

l od8" . The rebels followed up t his vic tory by smashing all of the 

windows in the school , and de s troy ir..g the unpopular head ' s paper! and 

fu.rni turc , together with the floggin g blo c ic. The mas t e rs , seeing 

the. t things were getting a little out of hand , and wis hing to r es tore 

order before some cheerful idiot tried to set fire to the school , gave 

wey to some of the rebels re quests and thus: ended the r ebellion . Due 

to th e damage th at the rebels had cau8ed the boys were se nt home early 

for the Christmas Holidays , a treat tha t must have been greatl y 

appreciated by all and sundry . 
A revolt that caused widespread publicity occurred at llest ­

mi~ter school in 1791 , when the whole school w~s puni s hed for a crjme 

committ ed by one pupil. A poli t e lette r was sent to the school 

wardens , who were to inflict the puni s hmen t , asking that the one cul -

prit be pur.i~!':ed and the rest of the school be exempt. The letter 

wLs not a,,swere<! and revolt fla.zr.ed up . The sc hool keys were seized 

.-ind th e rebels locked out thei r wardens , and captu r ed the tower ove r 

th e school ga t e . Pr ovisions wer e confisca t ed fr om the school shop , 

and w~avans were gathe re d ready to repel invaders . News of the revol t 

Sfread like wild fire and a huge crowd , thousands strong gathe re d at 

the gate le see wh6t the r esult would be . A Magistrate was called 
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to deal with the trcub l e a nd he saw t.ha t tl'.e toy 6 he.d good r eason for 

revolt . He thu s forced the wardens to give into the boys' juet 

delt8r.ds . The revo l t ended , bu t as Eoon as the wardens were once more 

finnly es t abl i st,ed ln the school they bn :sred aside the 1t&gist r a te's 

judge.rent sr.d ca rr ied out th ei r un jus t t unishmer.t of the whole schoo l. 

This en r aged c.an,y pupils lind some resigned their pl::Ices as e. protest 

aga inst the warde ns act io ns . But this did little , or no good end t he 

r ebels were for ced to 11Toe t he l ine . " 
An unusual rebellion occurred at the Ley' s $Chool in the 1870 1 s . 

It began when the toys were r efused a wt.ole hol iday in orde r t c c ele ­

brate the birthda,y of Queen Victo ri a . The boys gathe re d outside the 

hesdmaster's house Md dared him to come out. The headmaster in 

despe r ation called in the Police , but t he re bels learnt of thi s and 

so they gathe r ed on the sch ool pl a,ying fields end prepar ed to r esis t 

the Poli ce. Thia they accomplished by throwing s tones at t he police -

men's mowtts causing them t c threw their riders . The rebels were 

eventually sta rv ed out , and th e ir l eade r s were expelle d . There ended 

the l ast !llBjor r ebelli on to tal<e pla ce a t an English school. 

If yau. wish to read of a rebe llion today , then you must lock you r­

self a way in the neve r , never land of the "Magnet" and "Gem," the 

"Nelson Lee" and the S .O.L. Md re - live wit h the youthful he roe s who 

grac e th ei r pages t he excitement and thr ills of the re be l lions that 

they encounte r ed in t he 1920 ' s &nd 1930 ' s . 

Al.MOST ALL COPIES OF COLLECTORS DlGEST 

Al;NIJi,L FOit 196€ NOW BOOKED'. 

SHALL HAVE NO MOP.E WHEII THE STOCK IS 

Ell'IAUS'!ED. HAVE YOU ORDERED YOURS? 


