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FORTY YEARS ON: 
Forty yea.rs on, will you ever be yea.ming 
Once more to visit the school down in Kent? 
Will you, in aeroplane swift, be returning 
To the old place where your schooldays were spent? 
Will you spin yarns to the new generation, 
Tell of Life's tussles, and victories won? 
May you win honour for self and the nation -
Twenty, and Thirty, and Forty years on! 

. 

So, just about forty years ago, wrote the Greyfriars Rhymester -
probably Mr. G. R. Samways - in one of the Greyfriars Herald supple­
ments in the Magnet. I have only qu.oted one verse from what was 
rat her a pleasant little piece, baaed, of course, on the famous Harrow 
School song. 

Forty years back! It was then 1927. A long time ago. Many 
of us, with shining morning faces, were creeping like snail, unwill­
ingly to school. If -, at t .hat time, we took any notice of the rhyme­
ster's verse, did it cause us to wonder whether, after forty yea.rs 
had swept by, we should still be "yearning to visit the school down in 
Kent."? 'What would our reply have been if somebody had suggested · 
that we should still be as keen on Greyfriars - or St. Jim's or St. 
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Frank's - in 1967 as we were in 1927? 
Pr obably we would not have· taken it very serious ly. 

MYSTERIES OF THE TWENTIES 
For a considerable period of ti me , i n the early years of the 

bl ack and ye ll ow cover of th e Magnet, while Mr. C.H . Chapman was 
prov iding t he in t er i or i llustrat ions to the sto rie s, t he cover s 1·rere 
dra wr1 by some ot her ar tis t. Who the ar tis t 1-1as, or j us t why this 
practi ce 1-1as fo llo r.ved, ·we have never di scover ed. The artist in ques­
tio n was by no means untale nted, and. he see ms to have contributed a 
gr eat many pi ctures to the Gre yfria rs Hera ld of t he period. We re­
pr oduce one of t hes e myster y covers on t he f r ont of Col lecto r s' Dig est 
this mont h . 

Ever y col lec tor of experi ence knows t hat , in both t he Magnet and 
the Gem, the copies which appeare d be t·ween about 1923 and 1926 - t ha t 
i s, t he earl y years of the coloured cover s - are t he most di ffic ult to 
obt ai n . These are i n the r ange of se rial numbers betvreen the l a te r 
700 ' s and t he l a t er 900 ' s . It is re al l y i mpos s ib l e to find the 
reaso n j ust why th is should be so. Even when a l ong- sough t copy does 
happen to tur n up, it is se l dom in very good conditi on. 

Fair ly obvi ously, it was a per i od 1-rhen l es s ret a i ni11g of copie s 
took plac e, but it i s dif ficu l t to unders tand. It is true th a t t hi s 
vfas the t ime when th ere i,,1as a gl1i t of st ori es f ro m subs t it ute wri ters , 
but this V!oul d have been bal anced , one woul d have tho ught, by th e fa c t 
th at there were many l engthy ser i es - and str ik in gl y good ones - fr om 
t he genui ne 1,·rri ter . I wonder somet imes vJhet her th e sh ort age might be 
due t o t he f act tha t, in tha t peri od, t he papers carried "bi g su ppor t ­
in g pr ogr ammes ," t akin g t hem more i nto th e magazi ne class . But there 
can har dl y be any question tha t the papers 1·1ere f ar more attr ac t i ve in 
t hese da.ys t han th ey v1ere in the era of the 1·1hi te cove rs, ye t the y ar e 
far mor e r are. 

The copie s t hemselves , by 1923 and onward s , seemed to be more 
subs t ant ial arid dur ab l e t han those of a f e1r1 years ea rlier, bu t , for 
some r eason, they have not las ted so ·well. It 1,1ould be i nt e re s t ing 
t o knov1 vrhet he r t he same phenomenon is pre sen t in othe r papers of t he 
mid-t1-1enti es. 

AGATHA IN THE THRILLER 
Last month I enquir ed for i nformat i on conce r ning the work of 

f amous Agatha Chr istie i n the Thriller. Mr . C. J . Par ra tt, of 
Sto ckport, se nds me the follo win g : 

".Agatha Chris tie wrote three short s torie s i n t he "Thrill er," 
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29.9.34. No. 295, The £10 Adventure; 15 .12.34 • . 'No. 306, Accident; 
5. 1 .35 . No. 309, Phi lo roel Cottage. 

... "The Thri l ler'' was a very good paper but it was a imed a t the ol der 
members of the f amily and young peopl e did not find i t easy to r ead. 
The print was very smal l , also. This i s probab l y why not many copie s 
e.xist today. It shoul d be more wid ely sought f or by coll ectors as 
t he stories are excellent . 

, . The authors includ ed - Lad br oke Bl ack ( 19), Jo hn G. Brandon ( 63), 
' _;Lesl ie Char teris (38), Hugh Clevely (26), L. C. Dout hwai te (27 ), G°l'ryn 

·Ev-ans (8), E. S. Brooks , Be~kel ey Gray , Vic t or Gunn, (34), Sidn ey 
Horl er ( 13), J ohn Hunt er (32), Bar ry Per ovme (24), Anthony Skene (16 )-, 
Edmund Sne ll (44), G. H. Teed (14), Edgar 1.t/a ll ace (35) , 

It ran fo r 589 is sue s, JITo. 1 dat ed 9. 2. 29, JIJo. 589 dat ed 
18. 5 .40 0" 

Very many thank s t o re ader Par r a t t for his kin dness i n fi ll i ng 
our needs so qui ckl y. 

THE EDITOR. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -· - -
THE SPUR OF THE ~IOMEN'.r Fr om i·/. H. Goodhead 

Whi l s t skimmi ng t hr ough some back is sues of th e "Reader s Di gest " 
I came upon the follo wi ng in t eresting and amusj_ng i tern : 

On t he Spur of th e Moment 
George Richar d Mant Hearn e used t o wri te a weekl y adventure con-

cer ning eit her Sexton Blak e or Robin Hood . Once , the ar t is t v,ho 
illus t ra te d hi s wor k f or got whi ch seri es he vras i ll ust r a t ing < The 
dr awing 1nade f or next week ' s Robin Hood i nstalmen t shov,ed a gr oup of 
people si t ti ng i n the gre en'i'TOOd dr ess ed i n f lanne l s and boa te rs 
f ash i onable in 1910. 

Hearne r ose to t he 
hi s t i ghtl y- kni t pie ce: 
costume , Robin Hood and 

occasion and i nse rt ed a sing l e senten ce in 
"Swi f tl y di sgui s i ng the msel ves i n modern 

hi s Mer ry }ien t ook counsel . " 
- Mar y Allin gham 

I can' t pl ace the aut hor , and the st ory i t sel f i s t oo good to be 
true, but nevert heless I suppose t hat th er e i s more t han a gr ai n of 
tru th in it. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
SALE: No. 1 Magnet - bound witho ut r ed cove r s . No. 1 Champion. ~ 
Offer s . 

WHITMORE, 55 LOIS DRIVE, SHEPPERTON, MIDDLESEX • 
• 
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THE STATES IN THE WAR 
JIMMY SILVER IN THE ''POP', 

Being extracts from DANNY'S DI.ARY f or April 191,7 
The United States has come into th e war at l ast. On April 6th, 

to t he pl easure of eve ryb ody except Kaiser Bill & Co, the United 
St a te s declared ·war on Germany . I ·wonder what Fi sh er T. Fish thinks 
of it. 

So, t he U.S.A. are in the ·war, and J immy Si lv er is in the Penny 
Popu l ar . Jack, Sam, & Pete have now l eft the Pop ivhich they had 
ador ned sin ce the beginnin g, and the Pop i s now an all - schoo l -story 
pape r. The first Rook1;1ood tale in the Pop ·was "The Rookwood Wax-
works ." The edito r says that they are t ales of th e ear l y ad ventures 
of J immy Silver, but nobody I know remembers eve r r eadin g th ese tales 
in t he Boys ' Fr ien d. I ha ve had t he Boys' Fr i end eve r sin ce Rookvlood 
started , and I am sure t hese ta les i n th e Pop neve r ap peared before . 

'And now f or a loo k at the nevT Rookwood stories in th e B .F . Al l 
of th em ·were humorous, and a change f r om too mu ch Mor ni ng ton. Fir st 
t a l e was "Fooled on t he First " ·whi ch ,ras good fun a ll th e ·way, ·wit h 
t he Classics and Moderns trying to scor e off eac h other on Apri l th e 
Firs t. 

Next came "Van Ryn ' s Rus e" vlhich ·was exciting and f unny. Mr, 
Bootle s ha d a cold, s o Carth e,1 1,1as put in charge of the Four t h. Van 
Ryn us ed his ventri l oqu is m to check Carthe-,,11 s bu ll yi ng. 

The next tal e "The Eccentric Headmas ter" ,,1as ve ry odd and s o very 
sil l y. Dr . Chi sho l m has gone ar.·1ay for hea l th r eas ons , and his pl ace 
is tak en by a Dr. Ho1,1ard , who is a f r esh - ai r fi end , an d ,,,ho makes the 
boys pu t ou t the ir fires an d open al l t heir v,rindoivs. He wear s flow ­
i ng Gree k cos tume, an d makes t he port e r and J i mmy Silv er & Co als o 
wear Gree k togs. Fi nally , he makes t he boys wea r sa ndals ,,rhen they 
play f ooter . I sh ou l d think there was ju s t one bigger nut tha n Dr . 
Howard - and t hat ·was the au thor. 

Last tal e of the mont h ,,,as also th e best. Called "Greener Than 
Grass" it tol d of a ne, v boy named Clarence Cuf f y from Gande rs Gree n . 
He ,la s the son of a f r i end of Tommy Dodd ' s f a th er. This t a l e was a 
jo y, and I hop e we get some more ab out Cuff y. 

Summer Ti me, with th e c lo cks going on by one hour , came in on 
East er Sunday , th e 8th April, 111hich 1,1as j ust t wo days a ft er t h e U. S, 
came into the war. I lo ve th e l i ght evenin gs , even t hou gh it i s 
pretty cold as yet. 
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There was rather a terrib're affair this month in south-east 
London. There was a pq11ic at a children's show at the Electric 
Palace, Deptford, and four children were killed and a lot more hurt. 

Things in the Magnet look really ommernuss . The stor ies t his 
month have been "'rhe Rebel," "Colonia l Chums, 11 "The Remove Electio n 
Campaign , 11 and 11Head of th e Poll." They continued the affair ·which 
startea. l ast month about Harry Wharton's l eader ship bein g chal lenged 
by Peter Todd and Bolsove r. Also in it ,,ras Delarey, who had a friend 
named Sorrell, ,-.rho was a deserter f rom the army . The seri es has now 
ended, but I ·wonder whether the Magnet is going to carr y on ,~ri th this 
writer. ·Maybe the old 1,rri ter has had to go in the army . 

The Greyfriars Galle ry this month contained Tom Brown, Alonzo 
Todd, Penfold, and Fish. . 

German destroyers shelled Ramsgate this month, and five people 
were ki l led. I remember going to Ramsgate once wh~n we had a summer 
holida y at Margate. 

Pearl Whi te is in a new serial at one of our ci nemas. It is 
ca lled "The Shie l di ng Shadow," and it brings back a character who ,vas 
fi rs t in "The Furthe r Exploits of Elaine." We have seen some quite 
good pictures inclu din g Bl anche Sweet in "Public Opini on," Bessi e 
Love in "The Flyin g Torpedo, " Mae I-iurray in "The Big Si ster , " and 
June Caprice in "Li ttle Miss Happiness." 

There is a big short age of foo d, though peopl e vri th plenty of 
money and the time t o go fro m shop to shop are supposed t o be storing 
up ple nty . There is no butter at a l ~, and the margarine is nasty 
and dear . Sugar is short, and even Packer's Chocolate Crispets have 
gone up to only one ounce for a penny. And the be~p chocolates have 
reac hed t he gas t er nommerou s price of 6d a quarter. · \ve shal l soon 
need a Gl adstone bag t o carry our money vrhen 1·re go shopping . 

Everybody i s asked to gro v1 food in the ir gardens, and even Sexton 
Blake i s doing it. In a Union Jac k story this month, "The Mystery 
of Fallo wsi de Farm, 11 Blake took over a fa rm and grer,.1 food ,,,rhile t he 
far mer was involved in a lot of trouble 1,ri th a criminal. 

The ne1,1spapers seem t o think th a t t he government ought to have 
introduced food r a tio ning by this time, but Mr. Ll oyd George says he 
l:'1as th e ratio n books all printed for when the ti me comes. In the 
meantime, the war profiteers are building up fort unes . 

The Gem has been pretty good this month; far, far better than 
t he ~agnet. I n "Rough on Railton, 11 the Housemaster has a relative, 
Cous in Philip, who is a conscientious objector. By an accident, 
Grundy learns of this, and when the story ge ts r ound St. Ji m' s , Grundy 

.. 

• 

.. 

I 
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is blamed f or betr aying Mr. Railton's awful secret. But it was 
real ly Trimble - and Cousin Philip repents and join s th e army. 

In "Bre akers of Bounds," the Head puts a di s tr ic t near the school 
out of bounds, but gives no r easo n for doing so. Cardew has been 
asked to help a fri end make up a f ootb all t eam at Woodley , so he and 
Levis on brea k bounds to go to pla y footb a ll. 

Next week , "The Chums of Study No. 9" was once more about Levi son , 
Carde i-1, and Cli ve . Mr . Ra tcl i ff has ordere d t hat Fi ggins ' dog sha l l 
be destroye d in ord er t o sa ve f ood. The story gets rou nd that th e 
three chums of No. 9 are going to a cot tage to gambl e and smoke , but 
it comes out in th e end tha t they gave the dog t o an ol d soldier 
bli nded in t he Boer 1tlar , and Cardew has been going to see t he dog and 
read to the blind man. 

' In "Tri mbl e's Tri umph," Trimbl e becomes self-righteous in demand-
i ng t hat meals shoul d be cut dovm to save foo d . But he has f ound 
Cutt s ' s tock of pr og in the box-roo m, and is guzzling to his heart ' s 
cont ent . 

So i t has been a f air l y nea t month in t he Gem. The editor of 
the Gem and Ivlagnet keeps printin g abusive _ lett ers ·which he say s he 
has receive d fr om re aders. They are an awful bore, and such a waste 
of space. 

A nev1 play has s t arted in London . 
and it is based on the cartoo ns by Bruce 
mig ht take me to see i t some time. 

It i s ca lle d "The Bet t er 'Ol e " . 
Bairnsfather, . Doug says he 

-------
(EDITORIAL COl-l[Mfil\JT: "The Eccentr i c Headmaster ," menti oned th is mont h 
by Danny, \.,roul d s eem to have been the second sub stitute Rookv1ood 
s t ory to appear in t he Boys' Friend.) 

- - ---------------------------------
FOR SALE: Hol i day Annuals 1929, 1932, 1938, £ 1 each ; Nelson Lees 
( nev1 series) 2/ - each; 32 Boys I Heralds 1 /- eac h ; 1 6 Boys' .Fri ends 
1/6 each; T. J\i. Annual s 4/- each; T.M. and Bunter ha rdbacks 3/6 each; 

Chatt erbox 1926 5/-; Champion Annuals 1936, 1938, 4/- each; Boys' 

Own Annuals 1921- 1922, 15/- each; 11 School Caps 6d each; Churns 

Annual 1924, £ 1. Also various school story books. 

G. KEPPELL 22 CHURCH RD. BARNES S. W. 1 • 
phone af ter 7 p.m. RIV 4280 
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BL A K-1 AN A 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN, 

27, Archdale Road, East Dulw·ich , London, S.E.22 

THE CASE OF THE IRRESPONSIBLE RECEPTIONIST 

By Walter Webb 

In its brief and chequered care er in paperbac k form the S.B.L. 
has a l ready met with a good deal of adverse cr i ticism. Some of the 
more seasoned readers have been most emphatic in their opin ions of 
what should not be i ncluded in its pages. But the reader who rose 
at the Round Table in January struc k a novel note 1 .. hen he dre1,1 the 
l ine at the use to which Marion Lang put an i ce-cream in the Christ­
mas story, "The Snowman Cometh ." He referred to it as a silly and 
unnecessar y episode which had nothing a t a l l to do with the plot of 
t he story. 

But is an author guilty of .Producing a silly and unnecessary 
episode purely by recor ding the action of one of his characters who 
commit s a breach of etiq uette in a spirit of youthful fun at a Christ­
mas party? I do not think so . Bµ~ why criticise something that ,1e 
used to accept as a regular ingredieht in our feast of ol d-t ime read­
i ng? One need loo k no further than the MAGNET to come upon those 
f actors which our fel l ow contributor has felt compelled to object to 
in the S.B.L. 

Was th e author guilty of striking a false note in his des cription 
of a l ittle ragging of Tinker by Marion Lang, when , with a few drinks 
benea th the belt , she slipped an ice -cre am do1m the back of his shir t? 
Donning the augus t mantle of Mr. Quelch, and with a portentous gravity 
which woul d have surely brou ght hi m a benevo l ent look fro m th at 
sch olarly gentleman, our critic is moved to question t he responsi­
bi l ity of the girl. Quelch no doubt would have disapproved of the 
girl's act ion 1,1i th the ice-cream as strongly as he would have con­
demned the ragging of his most obtuse pupil , Bunter, at the hands of 
his head boy, Wharton, and his friends. There were t i mes when 
Quel ch ' s foo tsteps t ook him along t he Remove passage. There 1vere 
time s when he had stood petrified a t what he saw t aking pl ace in th a t 
nois y t horoughfar e. There ,1ould be Bunte r he ld f as t in th e grip of 
his school-f ell o1<1s. Bunter wrigg li ng frantically in the vengeful 
gr asp of f e llo ws v,ho had lo st th eir tu ck. Bunter .gurgling horrib ly 

• 

• 
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as re mnants of the st olen tuck, such as jam~tarts, cre ampuffs, choco­
l a te ec l airs and other comestib l es, were r ammed down the back of his 
fat neck, wit h , to cap i t all, a j ar of j am upended over hi s head. 
In such circumstances, Quelch ·was moved to question the re sponsibility 
of hi s head boy too. 

When I re ad the MAGNET, I never ceased to be amused at thes e 
l it t l e epi sodes . They seemed so t ypica l of t he f un-l oving , high ­
spirited English schoolboy. That a gir l wit h he r sc hool days s carcely 
beh ind her should incur such a r ebuke fo r doing preci se l y what the 
sc hool boy heroes of our youth were ·wont to do week af t er ·week seems 
strange crit i cis m to me . Perso nally, if any author fe e l s i ncl i ned to 
in t roduce even th e slightest breat h of MAGNEr humour in to his S. B.L . 
stories he is ·welcome to do so 1,1i t hout th e sl i gh t es t critic i sm from me. 

Ti nker 's re ac tion to the ice- cream 1,1as also ques ti oned by our 
crit i c , 1,.rho considered it unlike ly that even a modern young man ·woul d 
fe el th e urg e to make lo ve wi th an ic e- cre am s l iding down hi s bac k . 
But Tinke r may have experi enced an acute desire fo r war mth, and the 
pressure of the gi r l 's body agains t his own 1,.rould have so l ved t ha t 
immediat e probl em in a pl easantl y ef fic ien t way. I tho ught Tinker ' s 
behaviour, i f not exempla ry, a model of forbearanc e under t he circum­
s t ances . A f el-;1.-ow vTi th the le sser in sti ncts of a gent le man woul d 
have yanked th e ebul l ient Jl,lar ion acr oss hi s knee s and brough t do1m a 
heavy hand upon tli.at portion of the anat omy acro ss ·whi ch t he abbr evia­
ted skir t of t he modern t eenager st re tc hes t he more tightly. 

Bl ake , Pau l a and even the revi e"\o1ers ·were put under the micr oscope ; 
but a t this poin t discrepanc i es and contrad i c t or i ness set in . First ­
l y, our cri ti c affects uncer t ai nty as to v1hat the r eviev;ers rnean by 
the ir re ference t o t he 'o l d guar d,' and t hen di sp ro ves his unaware nes s 
by including himse l f among the m. Then, r efer rin g to the au t hor' s 
scrip t, he says , 11As verbs of speech 'to gl oom' and 'to grit' did not 
f eature i n t he grammar books of we boys of the Old Guard." He re gards 
these expr essi ons as bein g of a very moder n kin d , and under the c i r ­
cumstances 1,1oul d lik e to know 1,1hy th e revie v1er - Ray 1Jorton, i n t hi s 
in stance - suggested th a t the story ·was of es pec ial interest to the 
Old Guard. Well, as ver bs of speech , 'to gloo m' and 'to grit' may 
not have appeared in the grammar books of our critic , but t hey 1,,1ere 
cert ain ly used i n t he scripts of t, ,10 earlier Blak e 1,rri te r s of t he ol d 
ord er. Anthony Pars ons "l,,Tas ' gloo mi ng ' merrily j us t pri or to and 
dur in g t he years of the s econd wor ld war , whilst Ernest Tr ee to n ,<1as 
'grittin g ' eff ecti vely before the fi rst one even star t ed . 

Paula Dane is not al lo,-1ed to es cape scot-free , and i s admonish ed 
------------------------------------ -··· 
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for donning "surprisingly little cl othing" bef ore starting of f in her 
car in pursuit of the snowman. But, according to my rea ding of the 
story , Paula was quit e ninety per cent fully dresse d . In f act , had 
she been ·weari ng the diaphano us f limsies which ·would have comprised 
the re maining ten per cent of her atti r e inste ad of the subs t antia l 
gar ments she did put on t hen the story would have had a different 
ending. For Paula would have frozen to death before she had com­
pl et ed half the journey , and Blake would have been looking for 
anothe r secre t ary. 

It is hard to say how Blake coul d have played other t han a 
passiv e role dur ing Tinker' s and r·1arion' s l ittle byplay . Had th e 
incid ent occur r ed in the more conventi onal atmosphere of Berkeley 
Square, he would undoubtedly have put his foot do,.·m hard on behaviour 
l i kely to impai r the high reputation of the firm. In allo 1·ring 
Tink er to solve his own pr obl em, Blake emerged without l oss of pr es tige . 

Our un-named col umnist is also cri ti cial of the rev ie1.,rer' s con­
tentio n t hat "The Sno1·rman Cometh" 1,1ould pl ease the maj ority of ol d­
timers and cannot see whY it should be r egarded as of especial appeal 
to them. Since I endorse Mr. Nort on's opinion and 1-Tould have s.aid 
exact ly the same thing , the ans1·1er is simple. If , as an ol d- timer 
himse lf, a rev iewer finds the modern effort acceptable to his own 
pal ate , then, natura l ly, he assumes t hat it is goi ng_ to pl ease th e 
major i ty of the clan as well . In fact, our cr it ic justifies Mr. 
Nor t on ' s remarks in his own criticism by admi tting that he enjoye d 
th e story . Unless he assumed by that f act th a t nobody else would , 
his query is rather odd, to say t he least. With t he bi t v,ell bet ween 
his t eeth , he asks the re viei,,ers i f th ey reg ard members of th e old 
guard as a set of "old fogies." I don't reg ard anyone as an old 
fogey s imply because he holds a contra ry opini on; but, follo1-dng his 
remarks on the i ce- cream inc id ent, hov, he does tempt one to make an 
except i on ! 

To t hose whose sense of humour is not what it used t o be due to 
the passing of t ime, t here is a tonic whic h never fails it s purpose. 
Regular doses of rare 1930- 35 VINTAGE HP.MILTON PORT, spec i ally fer­
mented f r om the rich vineyar ds of HAf\1ILTONIA, are guaran tee d to re ­
store t he f l ame of youth to th e hear ts of the old in years and to 
banis h al l symptoms of Ori-rellian t endencies generally. Excellent 
testimonials arid strongly r ecommended by one i;,1ho has benefited 
mate rial ly from the treat ment. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

• 
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HAMILTONIANA 
LET'S BE CON'rROVERSIAL 

No. 110. THE FIRST REBEL SERIES 
The grea t ad va ntage of possessing a lar ge collec tion of :Magr.tet s 

and Gems is t hat one is ab le t o study cer tain pe riods c l osely . In 
t h e proce ss , one can poss i bly arriv e at conclus ions wi th rega r d to 
some of the myst er i es of the ol d pape r s , ev en t houg h th e acc uracy · of 
tho se conc l usi ons must be ac cept ed i.,1ith re serve . : 

It may no t be profi t able to surmise , bu t it is, a t least , 
ex t remely interesting t o si ft the evidenc e and 1-1eigh up the pr obabili -

ties . 
I have said be f ore t hat I do not belie ve, in the earlier years of 

Greyf riaTs and St . J i m' s , Char l es Hami lt on ev er had the s l i ghtes t 
objection to h is cha r acters being hand le d by sub st i tute ,1ri t ers . So 
fa r as I can see , b.e had no re as on to. In fact , he gained by t he 
ear ly acti viti es of the subst it u te ·wri te rs. I f he 1-1i shed to tak e a 
brief holi day f ro m hi s t ::,rpewri te r, he cou l d do so v1i t hout t h e papers 
grinding t o a ha lt or the con t i nui t y of t he s tor ies being i nter ru pted , 
He could, if he fe l t s o in c li ned , turn asid e to other series , as he 
di d in t he ca se of Rook\vood. If he 1-1as unab l e to meet t he dea dl i ne 
for th e Magnet a nd Gem t l1ere i,ras alrr1ays a s tor y in ha nd by so1ne other 
wri t er to f i ll t he unfor tu nate gap . 

And as nobody knew be tte r than he did that the su bs ti tu te stories 
·wer e inf er ior to h is own r.'1ork , he had no ca use for concern - an d in my 
opinion , up t i l l t he Spring of 1917, he f elt no concern. I t ·was a 
cosy li ttle ar r ange ment ;,,rhi ch sui ted him admir ably . Hi s reputa t ion 
was enhanced by the dreary asp ec t of the substitute sto r i es compar ed 
,vi t h his ovm. 

There had bee n many subs t itu te ta le s down the yea rs since 1908 , 
but the y had been single sto rie s of little moment . Ju st occas i ona l ly 
the re migh t be a story with a sequel, as ha ppened ·with t he Syl vi a Carr 
- Dic k Bro oke duo i n t he Gem. But these ·were spaced a month apa rt, 
and , absurdly en ough i n this case , the ti'TO s tor ies .-,e r e pub l i she d in 
the wrong order. Anot her i nstance r,ras the Pen tel ow c oup l et "Vi c tims 
and Vic tors" and "I n Hot Water, " tl1e f ir st s to ry and i ts seque l being 
s eparated by a Hamilt on tale . 

The re was nev er anything a t a ll to indicate tha t anyone but 
Hamilton was th e mai n ,'1riter: Maybe th ere was j us t a h i nt of a 
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threat early in 1917 when the two stories about Parker were published ,,1. 

in consecutive issues in the Gem, to be followed a week or t·wo l ater f 

by another t ale of the same character. 
For the observant reader, there are indications th at Charles 

Hami l ton had been guilty of resting on his laur els , part i cula rly in 
t he Magnet, during the war years . To my mind, he seems to have 
t aken his position for granted. There had been nothing part icu larly 
outstanding in the :Magnet since early 1914, and even the Gem, though 
very much better, had tended to be in a groove. 

Though I feel sure that unti l 1917 Charles Hamil ton had viewe d 
the substitute writers with t olerant amusement as a necessary and 
even desirable evi l, there was one tendency on which he could have and 
should have stamped v1hen it first occurred. This ivas the in tro­
duction into his school s, by substitute w-riters, of any newcomers on 
a permanent basis. But Clifton Dane, Phyllis Howell, and Delarey 
were introduced, the creations of stand-in writers , and occasiona lly 
Charles Hamilton certain ly used all three, at any rate up till the 
Spring of 1917 . In accepting and condoning anything of the sort, he 
i,1as paving the way for the bumping off of Courtney a little later on. 

In my view, the system of substitution was a cosy arrangement up 
til l 1917, suiting everybody, not least the cre a tor of t he characters ·. 
Readers, evidently, 1·1ere not cons ide red. 

But in the Sprin g of 1917 , out of the blue, the crunch came. 
It vlas something unprecedented. It was, in fact, .the publication in 
t he Magnet of the ver y first series by a subst i tute writer , and a 
lo ng ser ies at that - no less than five consecutive stories. 

Anything of t he sort had never happened · before. Even with the 
genuine tales , ri ght from the begi nni ng, a series ·as l ong as this had 
been rare . 

The main theme of this first substitute ser ie s was Har ry Wharton's 
le adership being cha.lleneged by the Remove in genera l and by Peter 
Todd and Bolsov er in particul ar. There 1·1as a secondary plot, 
starring Del ar ey, i n the ser ie-s , and Delarey v,as nicknamed "The 
Rebel." Pentelo1·1, of course, had cre ated Delarey some time earlier, 
placing him in the same study as Lord Maulevere r. When Hamilton 
introduced Sir Jimmy Vivian, he placed Vivian also in the study of 
his rel a tive, Lord Mauleverer, and as Dela rey had been accepted as a 
fixture, Hamilton .could hardly do anything but give Del arey a part to 

• ..f 
play in his series about Vivian. It may have been that Hamil ton ·was 
making a rod f or his own back, for in this neiv Rebel series , Pentelow 
brought Vivi an and Delarey into close contact once more . 

• 

I 
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It is perhaps going too far to see in the theme of this series -
Harry Wharton's lead ership proving unsatisfactory to a large section 
of the Remove - anything analag ous with th e posi tion a t Fleet1·1ay House 
at that time, but i t is certainly intriguing. 

It surely must have seemed to Charles Hamilt on tha t there \·Tas a 
defin ite thre at in the publication of such a series. If he could be 
excluded from his 01,m paper for five weeks running it might be well on 
the cards tha t he could be turned out for good . A convenient little 
agreement about sub s titute stories became a danger to his livelihood 
1,-1hen the editor was himself a prolific ·writer. 

I t is , of course , impossible to say i,vhether the editor had any 
though t of eventually making the Greyfriars stories his own preroga­
tiv e , but it is interesting to note what he printed in his edi tor's 
cha t when referring to "Head of the Poll," t he fi nal story of the 
ser ie s, due the follo1·Ting ·week: 

"The yarn is packed with i ncident, and , as in recent stor ies, 
al most all the members of the Remove are brou ght upon the stage a t one 
t ime or another in i t . I do not bel i eve mariy r eaders ar e tired of 
th e Famous Five, but I can quite understand t he wish to hear more of 
Rake, Squiff, Tom Bro1·m, and ot hers, ,vhich has been frequently 
expres sed in lett ers of late. " 

Though few readers can have spotted it at the time, t hese words 
vrere a thinly-veiled critic i sm of the genuine writer. As most of us 
can see , fifty years l ater , Pente l o1,r was depic t ing a fail i ng as a 
virtue . Some months late r he ·was to vrri te a Greyf riars s to ry i n 
vrhich the Famous Five di d not featu re at al l . He ha d th e courage of 
his o;,,m convictions. As one of our or,m readers commented recently i n 
C.D., Pentelow's weakness was to cram too many characters into his 
stories . 

At the period of 1,11hic h v1e are r,.1ri ting , Hamil ton himself had the 
same ·weakness to a f ar les s extent. Years la ter , he corrected t hat 
weakness, rooted out the dead 1,1ood, and, in the golden age of the 
Magnet , concentrated on his main charact ers. 

There is not much doubt t hat in Spring 1917 the t hr eat, made so 
obvious in t his Rebel se rie s , became evident to Charl es Hamil ton. 
There is eviden ce that it had marked effect upon hi m. 

In the follo1·1ing months there was a vast upsurge in the qual ity 
of his writing. The era of the competent pot-bo ile r ended. Soon 
came a smash-hit series f eaturing the Bounder ; then the fi ne "Judge 
J effries" series r,.1hic h eclipsed everything of its type previously 
r,.1ri tten, and which , even today, st ands out as a splendid series ·wi th 
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its plot and counterplo t and it s gems of characte ri sa tion ; and then 
th e superb s torie s about th e arrival of Red1·n.ng and his impact on th e 
Bounder . 

Hami lton , af t er cru i sing along rather complace nt ly f or sever al 
year s , suddenly became a grea t f or ce . He mus t ered all hi s gif t s of 
writing , and t he cre am of those gifts was diver t ed from the Gem into 
t he Magnet, 1.,rhere the thre at had se emed so gre at . And, maybe to add 
ano ther string to his bow, he was soon to s tart the immensel y success ­
f ul Cedar Creek se r ies - poss ibly with th e sat is fa ctory fe el ing tha t 
he could ,rri te of his o,,m j magi nary sc hooldays without outside int er ­
fe renc e . 

If my i nterpretation of thi s , t he very fir s t substitu t e seri es , 
and it s eff ec ts , is corr ect , then we owe a good deal to the Fi rst 
Rebel Serie s . But 1.,rhat was th e immedi at e ef fec t upon the r eader s of 
the period? Aft er all , when one i s a boy, five weeks is a l ong time 
- al mos t a 1vhole half - te rm. It must have se emed t o many th at th e 
man whos e work they had loved and grown to know so well was gone for 
good. 

And w'hat of the Rebel , Del a.rey. There i s not much doubt t hat 
Pentelo,,, was fon d of Delar ey and believed that he had sired a r.-rinn er . 
But Delar ey was merely a flash in Pente l ow's pan . The bas i c ide a 
was sound enough , and if he had been one of th e Hamilt on boys he 
woul d almost 'cert ainl y have been destin ed f or s tar dom. With ski lful 
writing , he would have been a great hi t , but Hamil ton never in troduced 
hi m again , and the Delar ey cr eato r was not able to bui ld t he type of 
character who l asts for ever. I cannot recall i.vheth er Pent el or.·r hi m­
self ever brou ght Delarey t o t he for e again , but , in any case , "t he 
Rebel 11 was doomed to an ear l ier exti nct io n th an he possibl y des erved . 

* * * * * 
THE FAG MASTERS By Lauri e Sutton 

In th e f·1arch "Chat" the editor wonder s ,,,hen Mr. Twigg first 
appear ed at Greyfriars in the Magnet. 

The answer is that he appeared quite early , but as master of the 
Thi rd Form. The fir s t re cord I have is in Magnet 201 , but he may 
have appear ed earl ier, as I still have some earl ie r Magnets to r ead 
and ex tra ct details from. Mr . T1vigg fe atured l at er in f.1agnets 222, 
223, 265, 269, 345, 381, all as mast er of the Thi r d, but in 318 he 
was the Second Form mast er. 

Char l es Hamil ton \.,ras evident ly compl et el y car ele ss i n deal i ng 
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,,ith ·what he regarded as minor characters in those days, and clearly 
he never kept any tabulated reference file. The Second Form never 
had a se ttle d master in the first ten years of the Magnet, at least. 
The "Editor's Chat" mentions Mr. Pyle i n Magnet 178. In 144 it was 
Mr. Kel l y, and in 183 we had Mr. Toodle . Mr. Flynn appeared in 294 
and 300, but in 345 it was Mr. Blane, who had the spelling changed 
to Blaine in 381 and 387. I n 391 we le arned that Mr. Blaine had 
gone off to the war. 

At the moment I can't say 1-l"hen Mr. Tv,igg took over the Second 
Form permanent ly , but he was still taking th e Third in th e Loder 
Captaincy series of 1925. 

The quest i on \·1e no"\'1 need to ask i s when Mr. Wiggi ns made his 
fir st entry as master of th e Third. We know· that Mr. 1viggins ha d 
the dis tinctio n of f eaturing as the title subject of lliagnet 1276, 
"\fuo Wal lope d 1·liggins;" in the year 1932. I can't really recall 
hi m bei ng mentioned before then, but I have n 't checke d on this. 

Regard in g the little changes that 1'1ere made down t he years I 
hope to be able to gi ve some surprising examples later this year 
when I have fi nish ed readi ng all t he 1683 Magnets publi sh ed . 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT: Am I mer ely dre aming ·when I s eem to recall 
that there 1'1as a t ime 1,r1hen t v10 Tv,iggs , bro the rs, took the second 
and thi rd for ms re spe ctively?) 

* * * * * 
CAR.DE11l THE CAD 

As Danny remin ded us last month, it is exac t ly fifty years 
since Cardew was introduced into the St. Jim's sto ri es in the Gem. 

Recent l y the famous comedian , Cardew Robinson, fi nished a panto ­
mime season at th e Sheffie ld Lyceum Theatre . The Mor:ning Telegrap h , 
circulatin g i n Shef field , stated that Mr. Robinson had once be en a 
hero in a boys I comic. No doubt the ne1'1spaper was refer ri ng to the 
paper Radio Fun , but our Sheffield reader, Mr. George Sellars , prob­
ably under a misapprehension, wrote to the paper to point out that 
Tom Merry, not Car de1-1, ·was the her o, and to stress that the Gem was 
not a "comic." 

In "The Carde,·1 Robi nson Column" of t he Morning Tel egraph , Mr. 
Robi ns on, in mi d...February, ended 1'1i th the fo l lowing : 

"Fi na l ly, a i,,1ord to correspondent George Sel l ar s . Every th ing 
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he says about Ralph Rectine ss (sic) Cardew of St. Jom's (sic) is 
correct. Cardew of St. Fanny's , originally created as a take-off of 
the cads of schoolboy fiction, for radio , eventually oecarne a cartoon 
charac ter in his own ri ght in a comic paper "Radio Fun," and was 
in deed the hero. Fatty Gilbert was th e vi l lain. This al so appl ied 
when St. Fanny's ·was put i nt o the film Fun at St. Fanny's. Inc i dent-
ally, in this f ilm, Gilbe rt was played by Ger al d Campion 1'Tho was 
TV's Bunter of Greyfriars. I played , not surpris ingly, Cardew 
Robinson." 

Pl enty of G.D. re aders wi ll remember th e clever and very funny 
sket ches in which Mr. Robinson appeared as "Cardew t he Cad" in the 
music halls of some twenty years and more ago. Mr. Robinson's "cad" 

·be came deservedly popular and f amous, and ther e is no doubt that 
Charles Hamilton heard of it . It seems possible that Mr. Hamilto n 
di d not real is e t ha t the st age comedian was making good-nature d f un 
of Cardew·, for the aut hor took the term 1Cardev1 the Cad' int o his 
pos t-·war St. Jim's stories. This ·was a mist ake on his part, and, in 
f act , he neve r handle d Ralp h Reckness Cardev1 well again. The Cardew 
of t he post - war stories was a mer e shado1·1 of th e Car dew· of the 
twenties . 

I al1·rays had t he i mpressio n tha t Mr. Robinso n too k t he name 
Cardew fr om t he St. Jim's stories, and t ha t i t was not actually one 
of hi s bapt i sma1 names. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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There is a par t of St . Frank 's that is hi ghly secret . Only a 
sel ec t fe w know exactly where it is f or no matter how often you ask 
about this .pl ace the juniors just shake t heir heads in bewi l dermen t. 
It isn't tha t anybody wants to know but I ask ed just out of curiosity 
as I vlould for the booking of fi ce at a railw ay station when · 
travell i ng . 

You see, I wanted to find t he editori al office of the St. Frank' s 
Magazine and writ e a fe,v ,·lords about th e mag . But nobody woul d tell 
roe ! Not even Nipper, who I expecte d was the editor-in-chief. But 
eventually Ni pper did in vite me to see th e magazine in pro duction and 
he l ed me to the upper floors in th e Ancie nt House and in t o one of 
the box roo ms. Here was a miniature newspaper editor 's sanctum as 
depicted by a comic car t oonist ; papers of all descrip t ions covered 
the l ong t able and some half-dozen waste-paper basket s ·were full to 
t he brim with discarded copy . But the sc ene was qui te peaceful and 
I coul d see Reggie Pitt and Jack Grey deep ly absorbed in paper work 
and Cecil DeVale ri e busy with a blue pencil. 

An old f as hioned ty pewrit er was being hammer ed by Vi vi an Travers 
who was busily engaged decipher in g one of Handfort h ' s 'l'rack ett Grim 
detective sto r ies . Judgi ng fro m Handy' s awful writi ng I wonder ed 
vlhether Travers woul d be able to solve th e case exactly as Handforth 
had in spired Trac kett Grim to do it for I look ed at a rej ected sh eet 
Tr avers had t hro1·m do,m and I coul d see t hat th e cl ient i n th e story 
had bea ten Grim to it. 

Nipper show·ed me copy t hat was passe d for pr ess and I gla nced at 
a fe,v articl es from Timothy Tucker , Bob Christine, Buster Boots, and 
Ful lwood. There v1ere a l so items and snippets about t hi ngs in general , 
a get -rich- qui ck method expounded by Sol omon Levi; how t o get fa t by 
Fatty Little ; beauty hin ts by "A ~foor Vie1v11 gir l ; a guide to 
happ iness by Josh Cuttle and an in teresting thesis on crime detection 
by Nelson Lee. 

But I loved those l ittle pieces which I expect Nipper used to 
fi l l in odd corn ers and ends of columns . Here I will search my 
memory and rep ro duce those I saw:-
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"Don't thro1.·1 a,1ay that food - I ,·rill co ll ec t a l l le ft -over s fr ee . 
Apply Study L West House, Fatt y Litt l e. " 
"Boxi ng l essons: Learn to use your f ists • . I teacl1 f ree. E.O.H. 
Study D. 11 

"Chin ese foo ds and ho,·1 to pr epare t hem. Apply Yung Ching , Study R. 
vlest House . 11 

11Ho,,1 to win at cards , horse rac i ng and Roul ett e by Bernard Forrest. 11 

Since this ,.as s i gned by ·:rommy Watson I ex pec t Forr est 's "advice" 
was superf l uous ! 
"Let me be your t ai l or. I vril l shovr you ho1•T to lo ok your best . 
Appl y Stu dy C. 11 

"Le t me be you r tai l or. It won't t ak e me long. Appl y Du..ke of 
Somerto n Study G. 11 

"Hov1 t o eav esd ro p i n f ive easy lessons . Terms 2/ - a le sson . Contact 
Teddy Long. " 
"Forty ,,ri nks and how to obta i n them . Ple ase brin g pillo w· to Archie 
Gl en t horne ." 

I sus pec t mos t of t hese "advertis ements" 1,rere by "another l1and." 
I t' s re mar kab l e the number of j uniors 1.,1ho 1<1anted t he i r contributions 
in cluded in th e St . Fra nk ' s magazine. Nipper tells me he r eceive s 
copy from alm ost the en tire Lovier Schoo l not to mention ef f orts fr om 
th e domes tic staff and buddi ng au thors in th e sen ior sc hoo l. I n 
sor t in g t he wheat fro m t he chaff one has to be jo l ly care f ul f or you 
can't pl ease every body and some of th e stuff j us t isn't sui table . 
I n fac t, t he law of l ibe l prevents many a r tic l es and ide as bein g pub­
l i she d in t he mag , and Ni pper has a full t ime j ob making s ure nothing 
is printe d that ·wil l i mply or i nfer , thr eate n or de fame a person's 
char ac ter or his of fice of profit. I ·was hi ghl y amused at Ni pper ' s 
reply t o my que s ti on on how so me of t he copy v,as passed by hi ro for 
publi cation ; his ans1.1er vtas "Fair Comment, " a good old s ta ndby of 
nev1spape r men etc. 

Cl aude Gore - Pear ce did sue Ni pper for damages t hough and a mock 
tr i a l was he l d in t he le c ture roo m. Ni ppe r as edit or and publ i sher 
v1as sued by Gore - Pearce f or l ibe l. An arti cle by Walter Chur ch 
II imput i ng Gore - Pear ce as a l ia r and a ro gue" in the St. Frank ' s 
magazine v,as de emed by Gore-Pearce's counsel - Enoch Sni pe - as 
act io nable f or damages. Bi gglesv,a de of t he six th acted as j udge . 
I t happened one rai ny afternoon and Ni ppe r explained how tl1e "tr i al" 
fini she d up by Bigg i es1,·1ade r emar kin g t hat Chur ch ' s article ,,ras one of 
J ustifica tion - a pl ea t ha t the words compla i ned of were substa ntiall y 
t rue. Once t he words were sh oi.,rn to be de f amator y, i t ·was f or t he 

I 
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per son who used t hem to pro ve their truth - not fo r the party injured 
t o pr ove them false . 

Since th ere are re cord s t o prove Claude's sha dy past Biggleswade 
awarded him a f ar thing damages . 

It will be a lo ng time before Gore-Pearc e br i ngs an action f or 
li bel agai n. The law may be an ass but ever since Henry I I began to 
devel op the English Legal Syst em in the 12th Century I can ' t see Gore­
Pearce upsetting it tod ay . 

* * * * * 
"PLEASE LET US BE FAIR" 

By C. H. Churchil l 

In th e }1arch C .D. Gerry All i son very righ t ly gave a vrord of 
pr aise to Jim Cook for th e numerous articl es he has contribute d to the 
Nels on Lee column. I would lik e to say t ha t I hear ti ly concur i n 
thi s and l ook forward to more from hi s pen in t he future as I al v1ays 
rea d his arti cles with the grea t es t i nte r es t. 

However, I think one must be fair to t he other contr ibutors to 
t he Lee column, so I hard l y thi nk i t right t o say th a t Jim Cook has t o 
maintain the column almos t sing l e handed. It is r i ght to say that he 
,,1as the only one to have art icles in the l as t two C.Ds. but t his does 
not happen very oft en . 

I have looked th r ough the last t\ ·renty f our numbers of th e C.D. 
and ther e were f orty -t hree dif fer ent art icl es in the Lee column by 
thirteen diff er ent wri ters. Of these , J im Cook and Reuben Godsave 
,,rrote seven each . Bil l Li ster came sec ond vli. th s ix. Three other 
peopl e wrot e four ea ch and the r emaini ng el even item s were shared by 
sev en writer s . In addition t o all t his , nine t een diffe r ent people 
,,1rote "appre cia tions " of E.S.B. aft er the sad announcement of his 
death . 

One can see , th erefo re, th at th e most pr olif ic contr ib utors to 
the Lee column are Messrs . Cook, Godsave and Li s ter, and I , pers onal l y , 

t l ook fo rward to f ur the r efforts from all t hree in th e near future . 
Gerry Allison ques tio ns Jim Cook' s r emark th at the St . Frank ' s 

boys never agai n vis it ed such a gl orio us spo t as Lagoon Island in 
th ei r l a te r adventures. He cites a se rial in the Gem in 1934 and I 
can add - What about t he South Seas series i n The Nels on Lee in t he 
summer of 1925 1·1hich more or les s s t arre d Clive Russel l ? 

I think , however , that th e import ant words in the r emark wer e 
"su ch a gl orious spot." J im Cook 1,.rould know ab out th e later seri es 
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if not about t he one i n the Gem. In the Lagoon Isl and series in 
1922 the bea uty of the island was heav ily s t r es sed, more so t ha n in 
tl 1e 1925 st ori es . I think, the ref ore, t ha t t hi s is the expl anatio n 
and i s one 1,i t h ·which I hear t ily ag ree. 

* * * * * 
Repli es to ques tions in th e March Collecto rs ' Dig est 

r e The Nel s on Lee Library 

Fro m J im Cook 
To Ger r y Al li s on : 

Thank you , Gerr y, f or that word of pr ai s e . I t s eems su ch a 
gre at pit y th a t you have never been abl e t o r ead the "11el son Lee" f or 
you have mis sed some of the f i ne st sto r i es eve r ·writt en. It i s , as 
you r emark , lik e your cheek to qu est i on my st ate ment ab out my 
de sc r ip tio n of t he "South Sea" series (1922) si nce you have never been 
ab l e t o rea d a Nelso n Lee sto r y, but compariso ns are odio us and one 
man's meat may vlel l be an othe r man's poison. 

To Len Wormull : 
When Edvzy Sear l es Br ooks l aun ched hi s St. Frank 's Col l ege throug h 

th e l~els on Lee Li bra ry it ·was on th e under s tandi ng that t he de tec t ive 
e l emen t vlaS mai nta ine d t hr oughout and th i s or der f rom the A.P. pre­
vent ed a prep onderan ce of s chool l i f e fro m th e form roo m bei ng gi ven. 

Ther e vler e occ as io ns i,,hen t he s tories cen tre d round the curric u-
lum and th e fo r m ro om sc ene was high -li ght ed . But even t h en Broo ks 
di d not dig too deep i nto l esso ns exc ept 1·1l1er e it was nece ssar y. 

One mu s t not confuse th e Hami l ton schoo ls ·wi th t hat of St. · 
Frank' s whe n ma.king compari sons. Greyfriar s , St . J i m' s and Rook11ood 
were use d pure l y f or s choo l s tories but St. Fr ank 's v1as an inc i den tal 
s eat of le ar ni ng for a bac kgro und to t he detecti ve s t ory. After a ll, 
t he paper vias called The Nel s on Lee Li br ary. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1'1 ANTED: Holi day Annual 1930. Iv1AGNETS: 1161 , 1163, 1164, 

1165 , 1453, 1454 , 1455 , 1458 , 1459 , 1460 , 1523, 1524, 1525 , 1541, 

1543. FOR EXCHANGE: S.O.Ls. 361, 364 , 383 . 

J. CONROY, 

256, TOWNSEND AVE. 1 LIVERPOOL, 11 • 

• 
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(Inter esting items f rom the 
Editor's letter-ba 'g) 

BILL LOFTS (London): In answer to W. Lister's article gathering up 
the thre ads , most cer t ainly many of t he things he mentio ns have been 
answered , and fully discussed though not al l i n the pages of · the C.D. 
I can remember cl early writing in the C.D. th at Char les Hamilton 
cre ated at l east 90 schools, and probably over 100 when al l research 
has been completed. Regarding a necktie for O.B.B. enthusiasts this 
has been discussed many t imes at London book Club meetings. Indeed 
many years ago, but it was re j ected simply because of lack of support 
by the majority of members. Ally Sloper was a comic character as 
famous as Weary Willie and Tired Tim, and The Bruin Boys at the turn 
of the ce ntury. No mystery about him. Lastly, also being an 'L' 
in itial and getting no C.D. for MARCH 1966 but an empty envelope, I 
have to thank once again our har d 1,rorking editor for sending me 
ano ther f ree of charge . I conclude t hat he had to bear the cost of 
the missi ng ones - as the Post Office most cert ainly would not reim­
burse him for things sent by second class mail. 

BERT HAMBLETT (Liv erpoo l): In 1949 I us ed to buy "The Speedway 
Gazette" which contai ned school stori es, t he pupils at the school 
consisting of speedway r ider s . After a fe w weeks I began to notice 
that the stories were r a ther l ike Charles Hamilt on's work. I wrote 
to the editor, a Mr. Basi l Storey, pointing th i s out to hi m. He 
rep l i ed t hat he was a gr ea t admire r of Charl es Hami lt on and he was 
only doing the sto rie s in the magazine as a bi t of a tr i bute to hi m. 
The Speedv:ay Gazette sto pped t he school stor ie s sh ort l y aft er. 

(Some year s ago , a periodica l named School Cap a l so feature d school 
s to r ies v1hich seemed to owe a very great deal to Charles Hamilton -

ED.) 

JOE CONROY (Liverpool) : I 1·1ould li ke to express my apprec ia tion of 
the l ay-o ut and pres ent ation of the 1966 Annual. I enj oyed the 
artic le "A Study in Acid'' by Mr. Ro11ley. Mr. Hacker is certa in ly an 
inter es ting charact er . Mention ·was made of the final story "The 
Shado,1 of t he Sack , 11 and i ts unpublishe d sequel "The Battle of the 
Beaks ." I wonder what happened to the manusc ri pt of th is seque l. 
I suppose that Frank Richa rds, when he wr ot e a se rie s , would hav e t he 
compl et e story re ady for publication when requ ired, and t here fore 



Page 22 

this last series about Mr. Hacker ·woul d be re acyfor the pre ss , on l y 
to be k il l ed by th e pap er shorta ge . It ·woul d be great i f any of 
t hese unp ub li shed manuscr i pts stil l existe d and could be i ssued. 
Compar abl e ,,ri th Mr . Hacker, I t h ink, i s t he study of f.1r. Ratcl iff i n 
t he har d- cover book "Toro f1erry & Co of St . J im I s . 11 Rea l ly en joy able. 

( Charl es Hamil ton ,,,1oul d no t , of necessity, fini sh a l ong se r i es 
befo re public a tio n st arte d of the open in g sto r i es. There i s c le a r ly 
s omet hi ng of a myster y abo ut t he sto rie s ,.,hic h fo ll ov1ed "Shad ow of 
th e Sack.". It is c l aime d t ha t se ver al sto rie s ·were vrri t ten , a nd 
t he t itles ha ve been giv en . Nobody , so far a s I knov1, ever l ea r ned 
th e t hemes of t hese s t ori es, and nobody s eems to kno w wha t happe ne d , 

to the manusc ri p ts. I f t hey 1'1ere wri tt en, t he y v1ere pr esumabl y pa id 
f or, and i t i s odd th a t , i f th ey ex i ste d , the y hav e never bee n pub­
l i shed in t he 27 ye ars ·whi ch hav e pas sed since 1940. The extr emely 
sudde n end of t he Magne t , unpre ced ented i n the A.P. annal s, is so me­
t hing of a myst ery in it s el f . -ED.) 

FRANK SHAW (Li verpool): I 'd like to r efe r to the con t i nued 
ex cel l ence of Danny . I wel l recall going to se e 11Sev en Days Leav e , " 
my f ir s t p la y t hough by no means my fi rs t visit to t he t he a t r e. I 
was ei ght, an d my brot her home on l eav e f ro m the trenc hes . My dad 
too k hi m and me .?...nd my s ister t o s ee th is pl ay ,.,l1ich tl 1en thri ll ed 
an d now gi ves me a quiet grin, Did t he her oi ne svri m ou t to si nk a 
submari ne ( very much off - s ta ge) in t he l as t ac t, ,,1hi l e t he sp e ct a tor s 
t hr ough the inev i ta bl e Frenc h windoi,,1 gave a r ound- by-ro und comment ar y? 
I cl ea rl y reca l l "The Rookv1ood Paper-Cha s e" and '"an t ed my pa l s to 
or gani se one t hrou gh the Li verpool street s . 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
W A l'J T E D : I11AGNETS 1 277, 1283, 

POPULARS ( 1 922); C .D. Af-J:NUAL 1948 ; 

,JACKS. 

1466, 1643- 50 e t c. 

S.O .L. 184, 188 , 222 ; 

38, ST. THOMAS RD., PRESTON. 

--- - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

UNIOl'J 

- - - - -
SALE: Books by Berk e l ey Gray , Vi ctor Gunn 1/- & 2/- eac h. 19 C. Ds. 

8/- lot . 
65 1 BENTHPJ'I ST. , BELFAST 

I 
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WHERE ARE THESE ELUSIVE PAPERS? 

By W. 0. G. Lofts 

My recent advertisi ng for GEMS bro ught me no l ess th an 12 
di f f eren t offer s of l'Jo. 1 511 , - a copy ·which I al r eady have . No. 
1512 which I sti ll re quire (a t l eas t at th e tim e of ·writing th i s 
article) seems as elus i ve to get hol d of as Bi l ly Bunter ' s postal 
orderl 

Many r eader s , \1hen seeking ,,;anted i terns, must have had t he same 
frus tr a t ing experience. Many feasible explanat ions have been 
br ought f orward f or this; but al l of them, vrhen sub j ect t o close 
i nvest i gation, give no \·leight to the th eori es i r1 question at all. 

Easi l y th e mos t popula r is that mor e copies v1ere print ed of a 
certain is sue, and that by th e l avr of averages more i ssues ·were 
handed dov,n to posterity. For the record t her e were printed ori gi ­
na l ly 60, 000 copies of th e GEM each week from r oughl y 1935 unti l t he 
end , whi ch includes of cour se numbers 1511 and 1512. 

I can al so dispute t he theory t ha t onl y GEMS written by t he 
genui ne MARTIN CLIFFORD (Char le s Hamilton ) are scarce. Personal ly, 
I never doubt the super i or type of ,vork by th e mast er, but i t i s a 
curious f act th a t GEM 1512 1,ras a substitute story "Tri tten by E. S. 
Brooks . I t is a l so amusing to note tha t it took me over 10 years ·of 
extensive advertising before I coul d get hol d of MAGNET 648, al so a 
subs titut e G. R. Samways story, to comple te t he se t of MAGNETS for 
Dan O' Herl i hy - offering £3 as v,rell ! On the ot her hand, it could be 
fai rly argu edj th at more genui ne CHARLES HAMI~rON st or i es ar e ava il­
able to col l ect ors . The simpl e rea son is tha t they 1,,1ere trea sur ed 
more gr eat ly and saved for future col lectors of St. Jim ' s and Grey­
friars materi al . 

Anot her popul ar th eory, t hat JvlAGNETS and GEMS, 11hich had cut -out 
coupons are scarcer than othe r s I a lso di spu t e . It certa in ly i s 
r easonabl e to assu me tha t mutilated copies are not as l i kely t o be 
saved as 11hole ones. Yet, I have through the years , been offere d 
hundreds of di f ferent types of papers - al l wi t h t he cut -o ut coupons 
missing - but it .. did not interfere 1,,ri th t he main st ory . 

A dozen coll ector s have been over 20 year s trying to get a few 
el us ive number s to complete th eir sets. I t is a fa l la cy to as sume 
that the or i ginal No. 1. MAGNET is th e r ares t item. There are at 
l ea st 20 copi es kno vm to e~ist today - probably half of th em minu s 
covers . 
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I f certa in MAGNETS are scar ce they canno t surely equal t he 
astonishing fact of some of th e comic s . What col l ector has ever 
se en a copy of BO-P~EP - t he A.P . comic whi ch r an f or 235 i ssues 
( 1929-3 4 ), Hardly any I guess. Jim Swan , th at jovia l col l ec tor a t 
Paddington , t ol d ine. once that if anything 1'1ould br i ng him joy it ·was 
to see a copy of BO-PEEP aga i n . 

Certain ly, t he only copy I have ev er s een ( apa rt f rom FLEETWAY 
and BRI TI SH MUSEill'l fi l es ) is half of one - in th e col le ctio n of Ba .si l 
Reynold s comic artist - and neph e,v of the gr eat vlar 1'1ick Reyn ol ds. 

Derek Adle y of South Harro'\-1 bough t as a boy the li t tle known 
I11AGIC COJ.vlIC , , published by D. C. Thompson , r.·1hi ch r an fr om 1939 - 41 
havi ng a ru n of 80 iss ues. Yet, agai n , ,,rhat collector ha s a copy 
i n h i s col l ec tio n? I had the facsi mile of one onl y, 111hic h our 
ed i to r ex cellent l y rep r oduced in the 1963 C.D. Annual , wi t h my co mic 
sta ti st ics . It se ems re a l 'J.',1ag ic' 1'lOuld be required to br in g one to 
light to day. 

Bil l Hal l i n Aust r a l i a has for more years than I can reme mber 
been adv ert ising f or copies of YOUNG FOLKS TALES. Thos e that co nta i n 
t he sto r ie s of Betty an d Mabel . As f ar as I know, the on l y fe ;,1 

co pie s he has bee n ab le to obt ain , are a f e·w, pur e ly throu gh t he 
ge ner osit y of ot he r coll ecto r s , r.,rho ha ve let their tr easur ed i terns go . 
Li kewise , early co pie s of TALES FOR LITTLE PEOPLE our edi to r has not 
s een s i nce he ·was a ch i l d, and ·woul d like to ge t ho l d of again . 

It coul d be argu ed t hat pape r s for t he ve ry j uven ile were not 
sa ve d by chi l dre n , and ·were eas ily destroyed . Yet one can get an 
end l es s sup ply of RAINB0\'1S, TI GER TIMS, CHUCKLES, PLAYBOX, and other 
f ai ry st ory pape rs. One only has to see t he adver ti se ments off ering 
t hem fo r s a le . 

Our ed it or i n his col umns has often ment i oned th e ac ut e shor tage 
of gi r l s pa per s , arid 1,rhere did the y a ll go t o? GIRLS READER, which 
l ate r went to Magnet size see ms a l most non- exi stent. 

·wha t ha ppene d to th e copies of CHEERIO, 1'Thich a ppeared in t he 
1919/20 period? That popular and hard1o1orkin g li br ar i an of the 
:Nort her n Club, Gerry Al lis on, has be en af .ter the m for year s as '\'Tell 
a s our edito r. I di d le t Gerry have my No. 1 iss ue a f e1-.,r y ears ago · 
but only th en bec ause I do not class it strictl y as a boys ' pape r. 

Tho se col le c t i ng gia nts of the past Barr y Ono, John Medcr aft , 
W. Lawson , etc ., used t o c l aim that th ey ha d a ll t he ALDINE publica -
t i ons . Yet t hey and othe r ALDINE col le ct or s even today don 't seem 
to hav e he ard of th e ALDINE DEADvlOOD DICK LI BRARY. What happ ened 
to all t he copies ? Tru e th at the BRITI SH MUSElJM has only one i ssue, 

I 
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which I have seen with its excellent cover drawn by Robert Prowse, 
but it may have possibly run longer. 

According to the editor of THE CHAMPION, its sales and circula­
tion in the first five years was greater than any other A.P. paper, 
yet try an d get hold of copies today in this period. Like1'vis e one 
can quote anot her well kno1·m collectors' quest f or ROCKET of the same 
vint age. 

It used to be a ~eat joke amongst my collector fr ien ds, of the 
tim e S.B.Ls. No. 744 (2nd series) I N THE NIGHT WATCH by E. S. Brooks 
and }Jo. 153 (1st ser ies) THE SECRET OF THE GLACIER by Andrew Murray 
\·rere offered to me. It seemed that every Sexton Bl ake collector 
a lready had these issues in duplic a te. Yet S. B .L. !Jo. 742 ( 2nd 
seri es) THE HOUSE OF DARKNESS, the only John Hunter story I :have not 
read , still eludes me after 14 years in the hobby. 

In t he spac e of this article I have only mentio n ed a fet•r of these 
elusiv e pap ers - one could, like t he brook, go on for ever; t hough it 
should be empha sis ed th a t very few coll .ectors collect what I call 
obscure papers anyway. The 1939-45 secon d world 1-rar sa i·r hundreds of 
thousan ds of periodic a l s go to salvage (i ncl udin g Charles Hamilton' s 
ovm collection of ~1AGNETS and GEMS) i,:hic h i n all pro b ability would 
novr be avail ab le to collectors. One cann ot ever be sure if certain 
copies of boys' pap ers don't exist - vri thout . a search of every home 
and, excuse the pun , 'lofts' up in the at tic. 

-----------------------------------

NEWS FROM THE CLUBS 
MIDLAND 

Meeting held February 28th , 1967 
Another excellent meeting ivi th th e final attendance of 11 

members assembl ed a t The Birmingham Thea tre Centr e . Our cha i rman 
was l a t e coming as hi s wife was in hospital, but manag ed to put in an 
appea r an ce be for e we broke up. There were a number of other 
apologies. 

Interest ing l ett er s ha d be en rec eived from postal membe rs during 
th e month . Jo hn Mann, Stan Knight and John Bond ha d al l wri tten 
bes id es Ian Bennet t , our nei·r member i·rho had 1-1ri tte n t o Tom Porter . 
Thes e l etters ·were pass ed round and provided a l i vely discussion on 
the points t ha t were r a i sed •... 

Tom Porter 's Collectors ' I te rns vrere t his month, "Unio n Ja ck" No. 
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1116 dated 28th February, 1925, entitled "Absolute Authority, a Sexton 
Blak e Story" and No. 1 of the Modern Boy. Thi s last item delighted 
I an. Bennett, our nevi member, v1hose special interest i n in "The Modern 
Boy." Tom rings the changes very well on these i te rns dr a1·Ting on his 
vast col lec t ion of books to cate r if poss i bl e for all t as tes in the 
Old Boys' Book v1orld. 

Our young member Ian Pari sh and Ivan Webster ·were schedu l ed to 
t ake charge of the evening's programme, but Ivan's wife be ing in 
hospi t al upse t this arr angement . Ian hov1ever carried on vti t h Tom 
Por ter i n the chair. He gave u.s a quiz that v1as t a.1<:en orally , 
ques tio ns being passe d round t o each member i n turn. The la dies 
,-,ere t o the fore , Win Bro,,m vJas t he ,,Tinner and Win Partridge also 
ge tt ing points. Ian's quiz was very i nterestedly compiled. 

Then v,e had a game of "Greyfriars Bingo. 11 This original game 
was the idea of Tom Porter. Instead of numbers being drawn f rom th e 
bag t he names of char ac ters in t he Magnets stories are drawn out. 
The cards are giv en out wi th some of these n?IDes on th em and are 
cov·er ed up in th e same ·way as ord ina ry Bingo-. • · 

The r aff l e ·was drawn and Ian Bennett ;1as the wi nner r ecei ving a 
Gem as a prize. 

The f i nal i tern was a r eading by I an Parish from Jllagnet No. 1 646 
- 11Greyf ri ars to the Rescue 11 publishe d on 2nd Sept ember, 1939, t he 
day af ter Hi t l er ' s t roops had in vaded Pol and , but the tr anqui l holida y 
a t mosphere of "The Water Li l y Series" 1:1as f ar r emoved fr om t he cla sh 
and al arums of ·war. Ian said it ·was a favour it e passa ge ;fhich he 
re ad and he had a l,,rays del igh t ed in t he humour of it - Bi lly Bunte r 
get t i ng r i d of the Famous Fiv e onl y to fi nd th e l id of loc ker in 
"The \rlater Li ly 11 cont aining a prime cake sc re 1:1ed dovm, Bunter di d 
not get the cake aft er al l. 

The date of t he next meeting shoul d be 28th ~larch (Eas ter 
Tuesday) but a number of members have asked to have i t brought fo rwar d 
to 21st I"larch. This, however, can only be done 1-Ji t h the permiss i on 
of t he Estat es Off ice fro m whom we hi re the room. 

At the ti me of wr iting no word has been recei ved from th e 
Est at es Off ic er, but members wil l be informed in good ti me as to 
,"1hether a change of date has been possi ble . 

J. F . BELLFIELD 

Correspondent . 
- - - - -

I 
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NORTHERN 

Meeting held 11th March, 1967, Saturday 
After the mil d spell, March had retreated into winter, and 

fifteen members came through strong cold winds to the meeting. After 
Library business, Geoffrey Wilde in the chair, greeted a ll present 
this cold night, t hough noting the absence of one or t\·10 regulars, 
including the Treasurer-Librarian, Gerry All ison and his wife, Myra, 
both of \vhom were on the sick list unf ortunately. 

The minutes ·were re ad, and the financial statement also (the 
l a tter having been kindly br ought by Breeze Bent ley from Gerry al ong 
with sundry books and records). J ack Wood had an amusing report of 
a pr actice contraption t o improve a cricketer's bo\•Tling, which 
smacked strongly of an invention by Bernard Glyr 1 in the "Gem'' of 
years ago. 

Sever al members had seen the delightful "Blandings Castle" series 
now being tele vised. General discussion then being concluded, the 
Chairman announced our speaker of th e evening, Breeze Bent le y, and we 
·were quickly tr ansported into the world of Greyfr ia rs as Breeze started 
to re l ate th e saga of Herbert Vernon-Smith. 

He started \vi th Smithy's first arrival as a new boy, and we saw 
him weaving his way uncertain ly across the Quad - "under the inf lu ence!" 
Dressed to ki l l, diamond tiep in and rings flashing , he soon earned 
the nickname "The Bountier" which he \vas to carry as l ong as the Magnet 
laste d . 

These early stories, not so f amiliar t o some of us , showed 
Vernon-Smith completely arrogant and heads trong , con te mptuous of 
authority (secure in the fact that his father had a hold over the 
Head,) and determined to go his own way. Much more vindictive and 
crafty than the Smithy of la ter days. His ruthless plan to have th e 
Famous Four and :Mark Linley expelled, leading up to the famous "Bob 
Cherry's Barring Out" was unfolded for us. 

Then Breeze came to the event which was to have such influence 
on Vernon-Smith - the coming of Tom Red wing. The talk ,,ras inter­
spersed with reading s , and we were vastly entertained with Smithy 
le ading his father into the id ea of endowing a Schol arship so that 
Tom ( too pr oud to accept charity) could v1in his way into Greyfriars. 
And with t he establishing of the Study No. 4 friendship t he character 
of Vernon-Smith settle d in t he pattern we knew to the end. 

Breeze concluded with recalli ng Vernon-Smith's relat i onship with 
Harry Wharton, ha l f friend, half f oe, vlhich sparked of f some of the 
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fi nest s tories in the Magnet, especially when Harry Wharton, th e bit 
bet ·ween his t ee th, could surpass even th e Bounder in reckless dari ng . 
A hearty ro und of appla us e fo ll owed th is long and engrossin g t alk . 

After refre shments , Breeze gave us a Quiz of 34 Hamilton ,ques­
t ions - the ·winn er 1,ras Ja ck Wood 1,ri th 29 correct, fo ll owed by Elsie 
Taylor 28, and Ron Hodgson 27 . A close finish! 

Thi s broug ht the progranune to an end, and member s had to leave 
on their variou s journeys , afte r a very i nt eres tin g evenin g . 

Next meeti ng Sa turday , the 8th April, 1967 - t he A.G.M. 

1JJ:. 1 . ALLISON 
Hon. Sec. 

-------
MERSEYSIDE 

t-leeting Sunday, 12th Marc~. 
The meeti~ bega..11 at 7 p.m. (members please note t his nev1 ti me 

of commencement) and only one of our r egul ar members i·1as abse nt . 
The pr ogr amme prov ed so full th at one item had to be postpo ned until 
t he next meeti ng . Bert IIambl et t' s talk on t he inimi t able T1lil l Hay 
bro ught back nos t algic memories of his grea t fi l ms, especially of 
Narkover , and of hi s ·wonderful associ a tion ·wit h Graham Mof fatt and 
Moore ~1ar r iott. Sheer t ragedy t hat thi s br il l iant man sh ould die so 
premat ur ely-, and sur ely it is hi gh t i me "t>Te sa .i,1 some of his best films 
on te l evi s ion, ins te ad of some of the bilg e 1ve have to suffer now. 

Col lecting and di scuss in g the ol d books is, and a l ·ways ,vill be, 
ou.r f irst l ove. But ther e are oth er col l ec t i ons as ivell, and one 
such is t he tr easured colle ction of 78 r.p. m. re cor ds of the great 
old ar ti s tes of yes ter yea r. This hobby i s much gr ea ter than one 
might suppose, and Frank Unvrin was able to disclose tha t a certain 
col le ctor i n Averl ey pos sesses 11, 500 vint age recor ds, in cl udi ng 
many priceless origin als, and 1500 of Bing Crosby a lon e . This led 
t o a fasc in a ting discussion on some of the ol d genuine artistes and 
recor dings . Not , of course , as fas cinating as Hamilton and Brooks , 
but ext re mely i nteresting , nevertheless. 

'Frank presented a quiz compr is ing 20 phot ographs of ancient 
bui l di ngs and lan dmarks on Merseys i de, which members had to identify. 
Such thing s as the Robin Hood on Archery Stone, the Boulden (Ic e-Age) 
Stone and vlendy' s House in Sefton Park. Alas, out of a maxiIIIWll 
mar k of 100 , t he vlinner obtained a modest 20, ·wllich seems t o pro ve 

• 

• 

I 
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something, fe ll ow-Merseys iders. Bill Windsor won, Pat Laf fey was 
bea t en])y th e odd mark, and J im Walsh was third. 

Pl ease note tha t the next meeting will be on the first Sunday 
in April, the 2nd, at 7 p.m • . 

JOHNNY TODD 
--------

• 

, LONDON 

"Home th is Afternoon" s igni fi ed th e well a tte nded me.etin g at 
the Crick l ewood home of Bill and Marj orie Norri s, t he la tte r pl aying 
over t he now.famous recording made about t he hobby and the cl ub . 
Also played over by Marjor i e 11ere the tv10 in terviews wit h Harol d 
Ll oyd and Donald Cr is p . · These three record ings 1-;ere amongst the 
highl i ghts of a ver y happy meet i ng. Prior to the ent erta inment s ide, 
we had been gi ven two exce ll ent r eports f rom our s econd to none, 
Char l es Hamilton and Nel son Lee l ibraries , fr om the ir resp ect i ve 
l i br arians , Roger J enkin s and Bob Blyth e . I nc i dent ally th e former 
s ec ti on of th e l i brarJ no,,r has a l l t he genuine .Ower1 Conquest 
"School boys ' Ovin Li br aries " bar one . 

Mi l li cent Lyle gave an excellen t re ading , i n my hurr y home, I 
l os t the ori gi na l note s, so mus t gi ve deta i l s i n t he newsl etter . 

Len Pack.man conduct ed a v·ery good quiz and · i t was Bill Hubbard 
who 1,ron th e f ir s t pl ace. . 

Immedia t el y af ter ward s Bill gave ano ther of hi s t a lks , subj ect 
"Tarz an ," and the Edgar Rice Borrou ghs substi t,lt e ,\Tri te r s. Up t o 
Bil l's usua l good standard and al ong with T1il l i cen t ' s heretof ore 
mentio ned readi ng, a wel come change. 

Good libr ary busin ess was done and th e fee d tha t Bi ll and 
Marjor i e put on wa$ simply sc rumpt i ous . 

Maur ice King phoned the meeti ng f rom his Langl ey , Bucks home 
and hopes t o be able to attend the St. Fr ank ' s meet ing a t 40 , 
El les mere Road , Dal li s Hi ll , London, N.W.10. on Sunday, Apr i l 16th . 
The host is Bob Bl yth e .and th e ne1,r phone number is 01- 452- 8591 . 
Kind l y inform if attendin g . 

UNCLE BENJAf'1I N 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
REMEMBER 

D I G E S T 2 1 s t 

·-
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BIRTHDAY 
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BILL LOFTS IN SAI NT ?·1AGAZINE 

Bi ll Lofts , our own tir e l ess con tri bu t or, has a l ong article on 
"vli tches " in the Apri l issue of t he Saint J\'Iagazi ne (3/6) . Mo.st of 
us hav e a warm spot in our hea rt s for those old c r ones who en livened 
the fairy stor i es ivhich ·we re ad ·when we were ver y you ng and f airly 
irm oce n t. 

Mr, Lof ts' ar ti cle , hovrever, does not dea l wi th tl'1e wic ked 
witches of f ic ti on , though , it woul d s eem, in pa ssing , tha t there 
might be scope in such an underta kin g , de alin g 1·1i t h th e old g i r l •,vho 
l iv ed in th e forest in a ginge r br ead hous e or th e ancie nt hag ivho met 
a so l dier and commissione d him t o get a tinder box. 

I"lr. Lofts' art i c l e de al s 1·1i th unf ortunate 1,,.romen, lo ng ag o, 1,,1ho 
were assume d by th e surr ound in g popu lace t o possess unear t hly powers . 
He a l so to uches on th e mal es of the spec ies , known no t as wiza r ds , as 
in the old f airy t ales , but as warloc ks. 

I mus t confe s s t hat t he artic l e i s too sombre to be my cup of 
tea , but t he re i s no doubt that pl ent y of rea ders 1iil l find it 
fas c inating re ading. I t is extremely wel l 1,,rri tter 1, an d the resea rch 
~>\Tork i nvol ved mus t have been ve r y gTea t . 

One of the most in t erestin g section s of t he a rt ic l e r ecoun t s t he 
his tory of "Ol d Mother Shipton," and her pred ictions ar e giv en in fu ll. 
As a chi l d I was intrigu ed by thos e pred i cti ons, of ten quo ted vfi t h 
a,.,;e by adu l ts a t t ha t ti me , but I do not reca ll ever before r ea ding 
the m i n full . 

The a rt ic l e is enha nced by a c l ever an d amusi ng dra v>1ing by Basil 
Reyn ol ds , the gi fted neph ew of 1i'la r wic k Reyno l ds. 

The magazine a l so c ont a ins a 30-yea r old s to r y of t he Saint, by 
Les l ie Chart er is , and tl1is •,vil l de li ght al l Sain t •fans . There are a 
number of short s torie s , ideal fo r t he trai n or coa ch j ourney or fo r 
r ead in g in be d duri ng th at fifteen minutes before you pu t out t he 
l i gh t. It might be advi sab l e to s it down in day l i ght to Mr. Lof ts ' 
ar ti c l e on 1,,,i t ches , oth er 1,Tise you may dre am of bl ack cats an d br oom 
st ic ks . 

The art i c l e is wel come as sho,,ring I"1r. Lofts in y-e t another mood. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
ir/11.NTED URGENTLY MAGNET Nos. 1645 , 1647 , 1648, 1649 , 1650 , 1656 , 1657 , 
1658 , 1609, 1610, 1611, 1556, 1557, 1558 , 1559 , Har ry \fua rton both 
Rebe l Serie s Hi gh Oaks Series SOLs. 334 , 340 , 203 , 369 , 393 , 342. 
Your pr i ce pai d . 

FRANKLI N, §31 UFFINGTON AVENUE, HARTSH0Ll1E ESTJl.TE, LI NCOLN. 

•• 

• 
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WHEN BIG ONF.S BOOMED 

By Q. W. Wadham 

Recently a reader requested an 
article on the new comic, The Big 
One. He declares the cover ~ha.rac­
ter, "Smiler, 11 once adorned the old 
Knockout under the name of "Mike." 

Not having seen The Big One I 
cannot comment on it, but it seems 
as if that little word "Big" is back 
in the boys' comic world once again. 
Sixty years ago it was attracting 
attention, too. 

In 1902 The Big Budget was 
really a remarkable effort. It is 
doubtful if any other penny paper 
provided so much reading, and so 

C. Arthur Pearson Ltd. were the publishers of The Big Budget, and 
a new name in the comic world, if not in the newspaper field, is given 
in the further information that the paper is "copyright in the U.S.A. 
by William Randolph Hearst." 

Hearst was always an enemy of England, and it is rather strange 
to find he was connecte~ with a typical English comic weekly. 

The Big Budget had 16 pages. Front page character was Bouncing 
Billy, a bloke with a flair for fearso11Binventions after the style of 
Scientific Silas in Comic Life of later -years. 

The writers and artists of The Big Budget did not hide their 
names from the world. The front page proclaimed that Arthur Brooke 
was Edi tor, and that Yorick was Art Edi tor. Henry Farmer, Gara.as 
Yorke, Herbert Maxwell, Sydney Drew, Raymond Lee and Henry- T. Johnson 
provided the fiction, and T. W. Holmes and "Val" most of the illus­
trations to the stories. 

Biggest of several cash prizes was an offer of £5 a week for life 
(surely as good as £20 of today's money) and even Colonial readers 
were catered for in a special competition that offered sixty prizes to 
a total value of £100. 

A further 1,000 prizes were offered in a simple animal jig~saw 
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pieture puzzle. They ranged from £'21. 17. O. gramo-phones to cameras, 
watches and literally hundreds of other articles. 

There was one comic strip 1in The Big Budget that is still going 
strong in various newspapers today: "The Katzen-jaUPDer Kids." The 
drawing in the copy of The Big Budget I have is signed, but the1. signa­
tuI"e is not readable. It seems hardly likely that the same artist is 
drawing "The KatzenjaUPDer Kids of today, however. The paper was 
twelve years old in 1902, and the "Kids" had been a popular feature for 
some time. 

Big Budget was a black and white effort~ The Big One is colour­
ful in the modem manner, but it can never offer so much in comparison 
as that really "big one" of sixty years ago. 

-------
(EDITORIAL COMMENT: Prizes of the £5 a week for life" class were no 
rarity in periodicals of fifty years and more ago. Were prizes of 
this nature ever really paid, or was there a catch in it somewhere? 
Presumably, to assure anything of the sort, the firm offering the 
prize would need to take out an annuity of some sort with an insurance 
company on behalf of the prizewinner. I cannot recall any direct 
evidence that such prizes were ever awarded, but if they were it is 
curious that some enterprising writer has not winkled out the fact to 
make the basis for a novel article. The biograph.er of the late 
Horatio Bottomley suggested that there was jiggery-pokery over the 
payments of prizes in the vecy early competitions.) 

------------------------------------
FOR SALE 

Items from the Bill Gander Collection 
MAGNETS: Volumes containing the following: 

(a) Nos. 1011 - 1037. £14. 
( b) Nos. 1 090 - 1115. £13. 
( c) Nos. 111 6 - 1141 • £1 2. 
(d) Nos. 1142 - 1167. £12. 

Excellent copies, excellent binding. 
Also loose Magnets from early red covers up till No. 1000. 
Also 48 loose Boys' Friends between Nos. 1306 and 1385 (post-Rookwood). 
Good copies. £6.6s. for the 48 copies. Postage extra on all items. 
WRITE FIRST, with s.a.e., to Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Grove Rd., 

Surbiton. 
A further selection from the Bill Gander collection will be offered 
next month. 

_Edi tecl by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Grove Road, Surbiton, SUITey. 
Lttho-dupltcated by York Oupltcattng Services, 12a 'lbe Shambles, York. 


