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A f ew years ago Mr. E. S . Turner (well - known to our. clan for his 
book "Boys lii l l Be Boys11

) apprcached me in coilllectio n ri th an a r ticle 
•,e was preparing on the old papers for th e Dail y Telegra ph. Mr. Turner 
lunched with me, I gave hin what help I could to wards hi s proj e c t, and 
11e sper.t a pleas ant couple of hours cha t ting on various aspects of old 
boys' book lore. I ):)elieve that he e.lso arranged meetings with one or 
two others concerned in the hobby , 

His ar ti cle , wher. it appet.red , accompanied by a picture of Mr. and 
Mrs. Peckman among t hei r collection , made pl easant reading . Mr. Turner 
had takt- r.. -:at J to give no offer.ce tc those of us wr.o fj nd en.joyment 
with the old papers , • 

Now a f\.lrther a rti cl e has flowed fr cm Mr. Turner's type~Ti t er . 
It appeared i h "Tit- Bi ts" at the er.d of April. Our Exeter reader , Mr. 
Charles Churchill , sent ..me the centre - spread of "Tit - Bi ts" con t aining 
the article . HeE.ded "Yes , Boys v·ill Be Boys ," with dec orations of 
Blam! Powie! Sple.t! Vroom! t he ~rticl e compares modern papers for 
the young With t hose Of yelil'S ago: 

Kr. Churchill confessed to be ing "somewhat ruffl p_.-1," and the old 
papers j " not seem to fare so well tt.is time . Mr. Turner '°'ri tes \o'ell , 
but he makes a few con:ments lir-hich he might have l eft µn ty1,,ed. 

He give s a compreher. sive survey of modern periodicals presumably 
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pu t out for an age grou p of about 8 to 12 year s. In fact , the rather 
bloodthirsty - looking little boy whose picture domina t es the heading to 
the article would seem to be about 9 years old . But the Hamil ton 
papers with which he makes some comparison were probably ca t ering for 
boys between 11 and 15 , while the Sexton Blake novels found t heir main 
re ade r sh ip among young people ove r the age of 14 . 

· Mr. 'I\imer writes : " Old copies of Magnet and Gem may be 
treasured by elder ly sentimen t a li sts who meet for readings and quizzes , 
bu t the youth of today just doesn't want to know about monocled young 
toffs in ivy - covered academies . 1 Yaroooogh 1 is out an d 'Aaa aaaargh ' 
is in. 'Ha ! Ha! Ha! 1 is replaced by ' Heh- heh! '" 

After a few comparisons of th e 1967 Thomson papers with those 
from the same stable which were on t he market between th e wars , Mr . 
Turner remarks : "Its (Rover and Wizard ' s) type is easier on the eye 
than that provided half a century ago by Lord Northcliffe , who gave 
his young readers 20 ,(X)() words of small type for twopence . And today's 
stories are much better written . " 

Are they i ndeed? And i f you must compare typ e- size , why go back 
half a century to a time when the old papers were NOT twopence? 

Among a few sentences on Sexton Blake, Mr , Turner says: "He 
returned soon afterward s in paper - back form as a hero for adults , a 
wiser and worldier man than the middle-aged bore who fell out of a 
balloon over the English Channel in the Marvel in 1893 ." 

Well , Mr. Turner has spoke n . We can only suggest that if some 
of the powie and blam lot last as long in popular appeal as that 
"middle - aged bore 11 they won I t do bad ly. 

According to Mr. Turner , you I d hardly expect to sell a paper 
with "a name like Boy' s Friend ." He may be right . But Boys 1 Friend 
disappeared from the sho ps forty years ago . 

The "elderly sentimentalis t s" are likely to feel that Mr . Turne r 
this time has not held the balance too fairly between the old and the 
new . It seems to us that there is not much published today for 
youngs t ers ove r- all , a point which he i gnores . 

246 MONTHS OLD: 
We weren I t being c oy about our age las t month. By a printing 

error we got th e number 225 on our May cover . I t should , of course , 
have been 245. 

COLLECTORS' DIGEST WHO' S WHO: 
This year is the 21st birthday year of Collectors' Digest. As 

pa rt of our celebration of same , we pr opose to issue a new edition of 
Collectors ' Digest Who's Who. The last one was published in 1962 , 
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five years ag0 . Finan cially it was not a success . We have, in 
fac t , a parcel of the 1962 irih.o's Who which has never been opened . 
The failure on that occasion was due , probably , to the fact that i t 
followed too quickly on th e pr evious issue. Which is the reason why 
we have del ayed over the project of publishing an up-t o-da t e one . 

Now that five years have passed i nto hi story since 1962 we are 
venturing again . Quite a few readers have asked from tim e t o time 
for a new Who's Who, but it takes, naturally , the suppor t of more than 
qui t e a few reader s to make the project a success and the expense and 
the work worth while. 

Wi t h this i ssue of the Digest you wil l find a specia l f o11I1 on 
which you are invi. ted to submit particulars of yourself and your 
in t erests. The main details wil l be placed in the Who's Who free of 
cha r ge . I f you wish to enlarge on your interests , the charge for 
addit ional lines is 2d per word. 

Fill in your form , remembering that the complet i ng of any item is 
optional , and return the form to the &3.i tor at Excel s ior House , Grov e 
Rd , Surbi ton. Only readers who return the entry f onn will have their 
names incl uded in th e Who's Who. Please return t he forms speedily , 
which will ease the massive a.moW1t of work in connection with the 
Who' s Who. 

In order to allo w the names of overseas readers to be i ncluded , 
if th ey desire , the last date f or the accep t ance of entries is JULY 
15th 1967 . 

Your entry form is not an order f or the fini shed publication. 
An order form will be included with next month ' s Collectors ' Diges t . 

The Who I s Who is our first celebration item in connection wit h 
our 21st birthday year . In Octobe r , which wi ll be our 250th number, 
we come of age . It is possible that we may i ssue a Double Number of 
the Digest to mark this great occasion , even though it would be a 
mighty job at a time when the prepar ation for the 21s t i ss ue of the 
Annual will be in full swing , 

In any case , i t would t ake a lot of filling . If you are keen 
on t he id ea , we ask all our cont ri butors to send along art icles and 
items f or publication , either in the Annual or in th e Double Number of 
C.D. 

A Double Number presents it s own problems. As well as eating 
voraciou sl y into our material for publication , t here i s the matter of 
the double price which would have t o be charged. 

Drop me a few lines as to whether or not you would like a Double 
Number t o mark our 250th issue and our 21s t bir thd ay. 

THE EDITOR 

i 

I 
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~d.1f .~ ~OMJl~ l:!)~ ~t1) " '.• .!,i1~ 

THEY ARE COMING I ~ , 
THEY WILL SOON BE HERE I ' ._... LOOK OUT FOR THEIR ARltltfAL I , 

CHINQ LUNQ AND HIS CHUMS, 
FERRERS LORD, OAN WAOA, RUPERT THURSTON, and all the _....,. CNW 

ot bfave and lntrtp ld adventurer• ln a Orand New Tale. entJtled 

00 1WV§1f!E~Il:A\ s 
or, the adventure• of Chlnr Lune and his Chum.s Jn Search of a t..o.t l..ancl" '. 
Keep your • yes on 

THE BOYS' FRIEND, 
The King of Bo:,,s' Papers. 

ON SALE EVERYWHERE. PRICE ONE PENNY , ' 
~ . .s~r~§~~~ 

Mr . E. S . Turne r, famous for his book "Boys Will Be Boys, 1
' 

wrote recently : "You'd hardly expect to sell a paper with a name 
like 11Boy's Friend. 11 Mr. Turner means , of course , in this day and 
age . Above is an adve rti serr.ent for the Boys ' Friend , in 1905 . The 
story "Mysteria" was reprl nted a f ew year s later in t he Magnet . It 
wts one of many long serials by Sydney Drew. 

EXCHANGE ONLY MAGNETS 828 , 829 , 830 , (Lochmu ir Ser:i es) offered for 

ANY ONE of t he following 1043 , 1071 in GOOD CONDITION. 

P. HANGER, 10 PARK SQUARE, KINGS HEATH, !19RTKAMPI'ON, 

W A N T E D : ~.AGNETS, GEMS, BOYS' FRlENDS; ~ of Ranger , . 

Triumrh , Bullseye , Boys ' Magazine, etc . Chums. 

WANTE,]2: Magnets 1352 , 1354, 1357 , 135';)-62 , 1364- 67 , I 369- 71 , 1379 - 8~ , 1 390, 
1392- 1402 , 1415 , 1424, or Magnet Vol$ , 45 & 46 . Several Magnets for 

sale or exchange. A. DACRE, 7 LEOPARD ST. , BARROW-J!f - ~NESs_ . 
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OUR J ABBERWOCK 

By W. O. G. Lofts 

Since the publication of my "Hundred Years of Boys Weekly " li sts 
in the C. D. Annuals of some ten years ago , many ' new• boys papers have 
bee n discovered by me in my re searches into the history of juvenile 
1i ter atu re . These have been most careful ly reco r ded and will a t some 
fu t ure date be published to bring the reco rds up-to-date . 

Probably one of the most interesting of my recent di scoveries has 
been a boys ' and gi :-l s I magazine in th e 19:)5 period wit h the unusua l 
title of OUR JABBERWOCK. This , a t leas t to my knowledge has neve r 
been mentioned in any collecting magazi ne , or by any co llecto r in our 
hobby , the reason probably being th at t hey would now be t ouching 70 t o 
remember reading it in their childhood . 

OUR JABBERliOCK appeared f irst ly in August 1905 and was described 
as a oonthly magazine for boys and girls , priced 6d . It s editor was 
a woman writer Brenda Gi rvin , and t he publishers the well known 
Chapman & Hal l. As reade r s prob ably have guessed by t he title the 
contents had mainly a Lewis Carroll flavour . JABBERWOCK being a 
mythi cal 1:1onster in • Through the Looki ng Gl ass ' •• • • 

11And hast thou gh slain the ja bberwock? 
Come to my arms , my beamish boy" 

Our o;,rn Charles Hamil ton, was of course fond of using the expression 
of 1 Jabbe rwock 1 in his school s t ories . 

It consisted a: 96 pages and was extreme ly well produced on 
excelle nt paper , slight l y wider th an Magnet size . Its cove r af t er 
the first few issues was drawn by Pau l Hardy of CHUl!S and pirate story 
illustrations fame . Portr ay i ng a dragon and boy and girl in the back-
ground . Other cover illustrations had Loui s Wain and some amusi(l€ 
pic tures of his cat s , as well as arti cl es in the cen tr e pages . Louis 
Wain , as most readers knov, eventually went i nsane ; it has been sa i d 
throu gh hi s mania for dra wing cats . A most sa d stor y which may be 
t old in full some day . 

St ories included such well known writ ers as the former edit or of 
"Cap t ain , " R. S. Warren - Bell, and a former editor of the 8 .0 .P ., Dr . 
Gordon St ables , plus the brilliant tale s by F. \lhi sha w who cont r ibuted 
to most of the 1 classic boys jo urna ls . ' Another writer worth 
mentioning was Evelyn Everett Green who penned the t ale of Greyfri ars , 
which has no connect i on with t he f amous schoo l i n Kent ! Sto r i es were 
a l so by ' Alice ' and ' the whit e r abbi t • whils t i nt eresting features 
included ' The Rainy Day Cl ub' Puzzle pages and letters from reade r s in 
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a column entitled 11When the Postman Knocks" {later "Call ed " ) and a 
really informative piece on t he biggest school in t he world , The Jews 
Free School. 

OUR JABBERWOCK is the type of paper which I f ee l sure enthusiastic 
collecto r s would like to ge t ho ld of today , and if they had been born 
much ea rlier, probably would have been delighted by its conten t s . It 
ran for a to t al of 27 monthly issues finishing i n October 1907, when 
it was incorporated with GENTLEWOMAN. 

~last certainly a high class paper in it s t wo-year run , b.u t by its 
pr i ce of 6d . probably restricte d to the ri ch classes in 1905 : Lewis 
Carrol l I s Ali ce in Wonde r lond is with Engl ish literature for all time , 
and it was curious er and curio user that I discove red a boys 1 and 
gi r ls ' pape r with his coined name , now i n th e English language , of 
OUR JABBERWOCK. 

DANNY'S DIARY 
JUNE 1917 

Doug had promised me , almos t wi th hi s hand on his boossoom , that 
he would buy me th e new Martin Clifford s tory "After Lights Out 11 in 
the Boys • Friend 3d Library , Unf ortunate ly , I off ended hi m grievous ­
ly by borrowing his cricket ba t to knock the stumps i n, in the garden , 
when I was doing some bowling pract ice . I only dented it a li t tle 
bit, but Doug was implackable . I had to spend t hri ppence of my own 
money to get the story . I t is an excell ent tale , mainly f eaturing 
Cardew and Levison . 

The Gem, t oo , t hi s month , has had a l ong Cardew se ri es . It was 
ti p- top , thou gh we a r e ge tti ng a bit too much Cardew . 

I n "Lacy of the Grammar School , " a new boy there recognized 
Cardew as having been expelled from Wodeho use for thef t . In th e next 
story , "The Finger of Scorn , 11 Cardew gets Grundy c ondemned for t hef t, 
but his reason is only to prove that it is possible for someone 
en ti rely innocen t to be blame d . 

I n "Stic king It Out , 11 Cardew saved Gor don Gay of the Grammar 
School f rom drowning in the river , and in the l ast ta l e of the se r i e s 
"The Outcast ' s Luck , " it turned out t ha t Cardew had be en wrongfully 
blamed and expelled from Wodehouse on account of th e wickedness of a 
senio r there . A f ine series. 

The month 1 s final tale in th e Gem was terrible . Enti tled "The 
St. J im' s Competi ti on Synd i cate , 11 it t old of how the boys formed a 
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group in order to ent er for a kin d of limerick competitio n in a paper. 
This tale reintroduced the character named Parker . I hope we have 
heard the last of him now. 

It has been a disastrous month. All the papers are now re duced 
in siz e once again , and the Gem and Magnet are down to 16 pages . 

The Germans have started sending aeroplanes over by daylight to 
drop their bombs on London. The zepps don I t come so much now, and 
only on dark , s ti ll nigh t s . There was a r a i d on London by 18 planes 
one morning, and a bomb fell on a school in East London. Nine of the 
planes were destr oyed over Kent and Essex . 

The Boys' Friend has been good , th ough it is a smaller paper now. 
The Erroll series has concluded wit h four more tales. In "A Straight 
Game, 11 Mornington is jea lo us of Erroll ' s cricket , bu t he als o believes 
that Erroll is the son of a cracksman . Erroll meets Gentleman Jim in 
a hut , and Morny spies on them. Erroll gets Morny in his power , but 
throws away his advantage , and Morny orders Erroll to leave Rookwood. 

A new series entitled 11The Rival Caravanners " by Richard Randolph 
started i n thi s issue of the Friend . 

In "The Hidden Schoolboy , 11 Gentleman Jim kidnaps Mornington in 
order to keep his n:.outh shut . I n ''From Foes to Fr i ends" Erroll 
rescued Morningt on who was kept a prisoner in the quarries , and the 
feud between the two is now over . 

In the last ta l e of the series "Light at La.st , " it is proved t hat 
Erroll, who was carried away as a tiny boy by Gent leman Jim, i s really 
the son of Captai n Erroll . 

A lov ely series, and I sighed when it ended . 
In the f inal tale of the month 11The Trick That Failed " there is 

yet another new boy a t Rookwood.. They come in a never .. m.ding st r eam. 
This one is named Lattrey , and he i s an expert lock - picke r and a bad 
l ot . He gets Jimn;y Silver suspec t ed of theft , but Erroll foils 
Latt rey. 

At the cinemas we have seen Mary Miles Minter i n "Youth ' s Endear­
ing Charm;" DoU8las Fairbanks and Bess i e Love i n "The Good Bad Man; 11 

Lou Tellegen in "Vic tory of Conscience ," and Charles Ray and Be ssie 
Barriscale in 11Four Irish Gir ls in Aaerica." They were al l good , and 
Charles Ray is a great favourite of Dline. 

The Magnet has been particularly interes ti ng this month , as Frank 
Richards i s giving a kin d of new slant to the Bounder I s character . · 
Smithy is now a mixture of good and bad , and he is core interesting 
now than he has ever been . 

But first t here was a rather sub- s t andard tale entitled "Peter 
Todd' s Vengeance . " This was a sequel to the recent series where 
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Har r y Wharton ' s leadership was challenged . Todd' s vengeance is on 
Ponsonby &: Co for what they did on the eve of the election in tha t 
series . 

Then came a four - s t ory Bounder series , and it was excellent . 
The Bounder , provoked , l apsed f rom the st r aight and narrow path , and 
was put out of the cricket . The first t ale was 11The Fal l of the 
Bounder , 11 Then, in "The Bounder ' s Match , " the Bounder kidnapped on 
a barge the Remove cricket eleven, and the St . Jim' s game was pl ayed 
by the Upper Fourth with Vernon - Smith in their team . 

I n "The Last Straw , 11 t he Bounder ai ded the erring Peter Hazeldene , 
and in the final story "The Bounder ' s Way " everything tur ned out a ll 
r i gh t , tho\l8h it is obvious that the Bounder is no lon ger a good boy . 
A very fine se r ies , 1 thought . 

During this month we a ll went to see a new Revue a t the Comedy 
Theatre in London . I t was called "Bubb ly," an d we al l enjoyed it very 
mu ch . 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT: So it is exactly f ifty years since the famous 
Martin Clifford story "After Lights Out" appeared in t he shops . 
This tale falls into three natural s ectio ns , and i t i s a fair con­
clusion tha t it was originally written as three separate s torie s for 
the Gem. Just why, t hen , was it publi shed in the B.F . L. ? We can 
rule out any idea that there was a shortage of stori e s f or the 
monthly, tho\l8h it is still poss i bl e t hat the editor though t it might 
give t he B.F .L. a boos t. On the other hand , it sho rt ened th e supply 
of genuine material availab l e for t he Gem. I s it poss i ble t ha t 
Pent elo w would t hink such a shor tage would not matter? Another 
possibili t y , perhaps unlikely , i s that t he editor may have thought 
the Gem was presenting a l i ttl e too much Cardew and Levison . It' s 
just another i ntri guing item f or meditation. 

Perhaps so me reade r s incline t o the view th at the Mornington ­
Err oll friendship was introduced as a result of t he success of the 
Bounder - Redwing the me. Danny , this month , reminds us that such was 
no t t he case . The Err ol l - Mornington f riendship was the first in the 
f ie ld . ) 

--- - ----- - ---- --- ------------------
E:x:CHANGE ONLY MAGNETS 906 , 907 , 908 , 909 (Ragged Dick Series) offered 

for ANY ONE of the following , 1043, 1071 , in good condi t ion. 

P . !WIGER, 10 PARK SQUARE, KINGS HEATH, NORTHAMPl'ON. 
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B L AKIANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACK!!AN, 

?Z, Archdale Road, East Dulwich 1 London , S. E. 22 

The follo 1,d.ng is a shor t li st of reprints of Sexton Blake 
stories sent to me by Mr, 'II. H. Bradshaw of California. In my 
opinion the original titles of these s t ories were by far the best . 
There always seemed to be a complete lac k of imagination on someone's 
par t when reprints were retitled . What do other Sexton Blake fans 
think? 

Perhaps some of you might care to send me a short art i cle on the 
subject for insertion in "Blakiana ." I am always in need of fresh 
materi al . 

Fi r st Prof , Kew 
story . 

First Carlac 
s tory . 

First Yvonne 
Cartier sto ry. 

Firs t Council of 
Eleven story . 

Fi r st Buxton 
Rymer story in 
U.J. 

First 'iu Ling 
st ory . 

Josie Paclc>.an. 

Union Jack No. 511 dated 26th Jul y, 1913 "The 
Aylesbury Square Mystery , 11 Reprint ed in the Detec ­
tive Weekl y No. 347 da ted 14th Oct . 1939 under the 
title ; "The Doct or's Dupes. 11 

Union Jack No. 468 dated 28th Sep. 1912 "The Regent 
Stre et Mystery, 11 Reprinted in the Detective Weekly 
!lo. 349 dated 28th October , 1939 under the t itl e 
"Danger in Diamonds. 11 

Union Jack No. 485 da t ed 25th Jan , 1913, "Beyond 
Reach of the Law:• Reprinted in the Detective 
Weekly No. 351 dated 11 th Nov. 1939 under the title 
"The Girl who made Pearls . 11 

Uni on Jack No. 555 dated 30th M,cy, 1914, "The 
Council of Eleven . 11 Reprinted in the Dete c t ive 
Weekly No. 360 dated 13th Jan , 1940 under the titl e 
"The Counci l of Eleven. " . 
Union Jack No. 488 dated 15th Feb . 1913 "When Greek 
meets Greek." Reprinted in the Detect i ve Weekly No . 
366 dated 24th Feb. 1940 under the title "The 
VeJ18eance of Yvonne. " 
Union Jack No. 507 da ted 28th Jun e , 1913 "The 
Brotherhood of t he Yellow Beetle ." Reprinted in the 
Detective Weekly No. 367 dated 2nd March, 1940 under 
the titl e "Brotherhood of the Beetle , 11 
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First John Marsh Unio n Jack 342 da t ed 30th April , 1910 "The Mystery 
story of Room 11 ." Repri nted in th e Detec tive Weekly No. 

Plummer' s Partner . 368 dated 9 t/l March, 1940 under the title "The 
Ridd l e of Room 11 . " 

First Kestrel Union Jack No. 620 dat e d 28th Aug . 1915 "The Case of 
sto ry . the Catalep t ic . 11 Reprinted in the Det ective Weekly 

No. 377 dated 11th May, 1940 under the same title . 

SEXTON B LAKE By W. O. G. Lofts 

(Reproduced fro m t he Saint Magaz ine by kind permission of Leslie 
Chart eris and W. 0. G. Lof t s . ) 

Alfred Harmsworth (later Lord Northcliffe) founde r of the Amal­
gamated Press , was not only one of t he cleverest men ever t o sta rt a 
publishing Empire, but he was , primar ily, a man whose concern it was 
to give his readers full value for their money. Afte r sucessfully 
startinti ANSWERS TO CORRESPO!IDENTS in 1888 (later sho rtene d to 
ANSWERS), in 1890 he launched those t wo wor ld - famous comics ILLUSTRA­
TED CHIPS and COMIC CUTS. Alwa ys keen to expand his publishing firn1 , 
he decided i n early 1893 , to ent er the field of boys ' per iodicals . 

On th e lo ok-out for a writer t o star t of f this ne w venture with 
a series of detective stories , his eye was caught by a series of 
art i cles i n the London Sunday PEOPLE. These were en titl ed "Thir d 
Clas s Crimes" or th e Undiscov er e d Crimes of London. They were 
writ t en by one Harry Blyth and when Harmsworth r ead them he decided 
t hat here was the man he wanted . 

When t hey met , Harmswort h greet e d Blyth by say i ng : "So you are 
t he crime r.ierchant? , " to which Harry Blyth replied : "Jus t as you ar e 
t he newspaper mer chant . 11 Harmsworth was greatly impressed by this , 
as he al ways showed a grea t lik ing f or any man who stood up to him . 
In pr epari~ this ser i es Harry Bl y th asked his te enage so n ( also 
named Harry) what name he li ked best f or t he de tective hero - Gid eon 
Barr or Sext on Blake . Young Harry plumped for Sexton Blake - and so 
t he famous name was born . 

The sto ry was duly written , and appear ed in No. 6 of t he fir st 
Harmsworth boys ' paper en ti t led the IIALFPENNY MARVEL, on the 29t h 
October , 1893. It was publishe d under Blyth ' s pen - name of "Hal 
Meredeth, 11 the surname bei ng the mai den name of his mother . I la t er 
met his so n, then a ged 80 (and now deceased) and I was able to glean 
at fi r st - hand the story of the creat ion of Fleet way ' s grea t fictional 
charac t e r . Although many othe r de t ec ti ves were featured in these 
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early sto ri es , such as St anl ey Dare , Fr ank Ferrett , Martin Stee l e and 
Gideon Barr , al l have long s i nce passed into oblivion and one often 
wonder s whethe r, i f Sext on Blak e had been giv en the ord inary name of , 
say , Fr ank , he t oo would have suffered the same. fa te . 

Harry Blyth , sad to r el ate , died only a few years l at e r in 1898 
from typhoid feve r, at the early age of 46 , so he did not l ive long 
enough to see how f amous his creation was to become. Since 1893 
over 3, 500 stories have been written about Sexton Blake by nearly 200 
different authors - making a grand total of almost 200,C(X),000 words , 
apart f rom also being published in abou t 15 different languages : 

I t is cor..monly assumed that Sexton Blake was based on Conan 
Doyle ' s far:.ous det ective , Sherlock Holmes, but personally I have 
always found thi s difficult to accept . The first descriptiona and 
illust r ations show a middle - aged Victorian gentleman dressed in the 
typical clothing of that period - complete with curly - brimmed bowler 
and carryir.g a heavy walking s ti ck . He was the son of Dr . Berkeley 
Bl ake , a surgeon of Harley Stree t , and according to ear l y chronicl ers 
was educa ted a t Ashlei gh Public School , St . Annes - and l a t er Oxford 
and Cambridge . He had two br ot her s , Nigel and Harry , th e former a 
waster and scound rel. In the UNION J ACK Christmas Number for 1901 , 
when Blake was living at Norfolk Street , Strand , it was mentioned 
that he had a wife ; but this was and has been t he only refere nce to 
his married status . It has always been accepted t hat he r emained a 
st ri ct bachelo r . 

In those days Sexton Blake did not live in Baker Street but in 
New Inn Chambers, and in la te r stories at Wych Str eet (a turning off 
t he Strand) where he was in partn ership with a French detective by 
the name of Ju les Gervaise . More important , whil st that othe r 
f an:ous mythical de tective of Baker Street , Sher l ock Holmes, seemed to 
solve most of his problems by his own fi reside - clad in a st ained 
dressing-gown and digress i ng to hi s somewhat dense admirer , Dr . 
Wat son - Sexton Blake travelled to t he four corne r s of the world to 
br i ng his cases to a successful conclusion . 

After a successio n of editors on the UNION JACK - Solll!rs J , 
Summers; W. H. Haas, J . H. Pym, and Percy Bishop , it was not until 
W. H. Back took cont r ol in 1904 that Sexton Blake really came into 
his own. Tinker , his most famous ass i stant , a rrived in Oc t ober of 
tha t year in a story entitled CUNNI NG AGAINST SKILL whilst one of t he 
most popular characters of the Blake household , hi s housekeeper , Mrs . 
Martha Bardell , came a year la t er . Plump and garrulous , with a gi ft 
for malapropism , Mrs. Bardell had a use (or mis- use : ) of the English 
language which was bot h weird and wonderful. Anot her addit i on to 
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the househo l d in this period was Pedro, th e famou s bl oodhound , sen t 
to Blake by a wel l- wisher by the name of Mr. Nemo. Thi s historic 
event a ppeared in a s t ory entitled THE DOG DETECTIVE • . . 

In 1915 , following the great success of the BOYS FRIEND LIBRARY, 
W. H. Back (by this time a Direc t or) thou gh t up the brillian t idea of 
having a fu ll - length ori ginal 60 ,000 word s tory of Sexton Blake eac h 
month - and so th e f amous library was born . 

The first story , which appeared on the 20th Se pt ember , was 
entitled THE YELLOW TIGER and was really wonderful va l ue in t hose 
days , being 120 pages for only 3d . Alt hough storie s were anonymous 
for many years this firs t t al e was l ater proved to have been wri tt en 
by George Heber Teed , a Canadian , and i n the f irm opinion of many of 
the old guard r eade r s it was the f i nest Blake s tory eve r writ ten . 
That the Libr ary was a success .is proved by the fact tha t later on , 
two issues , t hen f our, and t hen five (reverting again to four) wer e 
published each mont h up until the paper sho r tage of t he Second Wor l d 
War . 

Up to this pe r iod Sexton Blake had been drawn by a large number 
of a rtist s and these included R. J , MacDonald , H. M. Lewis, "Val" 
(Val Read i ng) , E. E. Briscoe , R. A., Fr ed Benne tt , T. W. Holmes , 
J . Abney Cummings , Harry Lane , and Arthur Jones - all first - class 
illustrators bu t non e of the m seeming to portray Blake as his readers 
imagined him . Then 1922 saw a young artist by the name of Eric 
Pa rker ( who had the distinction of being th e fir st LCC sc ho lar to win 
an art scholarship) , making hi s first ill ust r a ti on in the UNION JACK. 

This s tory was EYES IN THE DARK and Parker depicte d Blake, 
Tinker - and Pedro - jus t as many readers in those days visuali s ed 
t hem. Blake himself was tal l , lean , strong-limbed , with hai r 
thinni ng on top and a high in t ellec t ual forehead . He wore a red 
dres s ing - gown, smoked a bl acken ed briar pipe a nd had a favour i te 
ch air - all this was shown in a pleasant and honest style . Parker ' s 
b r illi an t use of shadows, c olour - sense , e t c . , an d his acu t e per cep t i on 
of physiognomy gave whate ve r scen e he depicted some t hing which heigh t ­
ened i ts realism - always hi s work had a sl i ckness and magnetism which 
enhanced the attrac tiv eness of the text and gave vivid realism to t he 
cha r ac t ers and atmos phe re . 

Blake , as the reader may have a l re ady gathe r ed , had ap pear ed in 
s t age pro duc t ions as far back as 1909 - probably th e fir st in t he 
West End a t the Prin ce Edwar d Thea tr e , Old Compton Street , in 1930 , 
where he was port r a yed by Arthur Wontner . The first film featuring 
Fleetway's de tective in the maj or role was in 1914 - a three - reeler 
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cal led THE CWE OF THE WAX VESTA - and in the thirties a considerable 
number were made. Easily th e best at t hat period had its premiere 
a t the Ritz Cinema, Leicester Square , which disputes another 
chronicler ' s asser t ion that Blake never had a W'est End showing. 
George Curzon played Bla.1<e and oth er parts were played by Greta Gynt, 
David Farrar and Tod Sl aughter (who incidentally had a lar ge 
collect ion of Blake sto rie s) . Another Bl ake film featured , i n a 
minor rol e , a 16-year-old girl by . the name of Jean Simmons - now a 
world - famous film s tar. 

{To be concluded next month) 

BUNTER & CO ARE STILL EARNING 

----- But not for themselves or their creator . Articles about them 
a re still flowing continuously from th e pens of professional writers, 
and they ge t constan t JI:ention in various headlines in the :popular and 
not-so-popular press . 

An amusing and sati rical little item under the title of "Yaroch! 
Play the Game, you Cads!" by Mr. E. S. Turner appeared in Punch in 
mid- May. Gr eyfriars received a 95)o intake f rom St at e Schools, and 
the long-ha.ired newcor.iers cause d chaos among the chUJts of th e Remove. 
For some reason , D'Arcy of St. Jim's was among the Greyfriars boys , 
and Hurree Singh had become t he Nawob. It was a ll good fund , with 
more than an undercurrent of tru th. 

Finally Bunter discov ers the facts of li fe f rom a computer , and 
the innocen t Greyfriars fellows are horrified at what they learn . 
Naturally the "St ate School cads" jeer . The Famous Five fled f rom 
Gr eyf riars and were never seen again . 

Don't you believe it , Mr. Turner . The Famous Fi ve will turn up 
agai n very shor tly . Professiona l writers never grow tir ed of falling 
back on Greyfriare . 

But , as we said before , this Punch item is good fun . It will 
cause hila rity in dentists ' waiting - rooms for many year s to come. 

THE CAPTAIN:- Bound volumes from XIV to XXI inclusive (Oct . 1906 t o 
Sept. 1914). Excellent condition . 10/ - per vol. Delivered 
Dirmingham area . 

W. W. MORGAl11 14 LITTLE GREEN LANES, SUTTON COLDFIELD, WARWICKSHIRE. 
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NELSON LEE CO LUMN 
( CONDUCTED BY JACK WOOD) 

A LETTER FROM ST • FRANK' S by Jim Cook 

I t turned out a very wet Wednesday afternoon and bei ng a half ­
holiday all outdo or activities were abandoned . The only way to spend 
the time was ei ther gossiping , pl aying games in the Junior Common .Room 
or ga zing out into the Triangle at the falli ng rain . Af3 neithe r of 
these pastimes appealed to me I felt at a loose end but not for long . 
For some time I had been wondering what had happened to Rai thmere 
Cas tl e ; whether Reggie Pitt still owned it and why it was n't even 
menti oned these days. You know how it i s , pas t events keep nagging 
in your mind for days on end and suddenly you decide to do something 
about it . Well , I decided to seek out Pitt over in the West House 
and ask him about the old cast le . You may recall that thi s state ly 
old castle was left to Pitt by an eccentric great -un cle and Reggie 
had invited a crowd of juniors and Moor View girls to a Chris t mas 
party at the ti.me of his strange inheritance . But since tha t time 
nothing had been heard about the castle fo r ve ry soon afterwards the 
St . Frank's juniors went off on a world tour in a school ship named 
th e St . Francis and th e Ro.i t hmere Castle epi s ode took a back seat as 
it were . 

I found Pitt in his atudy and strangely enough the weird adven ­
tures which had occurred at the cas tl e were s uddenly brought back to 
me with a rush for sitting also in Pi tt ' :J study was Ezra Quirke . 
Now strictly speaking this junior bel ongs to the dead pas t for he is 
no longer at St . Frank's and neither i s he persona gra t a with the 
grea t majority there but Reggi e Pitt is an easy goi ng junior and i s a 
charming host . 

I stayed there quite a while for after learning that Rai thmere 
Castle is still very much a feature in the littl e village of Market 
Dormi ng and Reggie still owns the cas t le I became interested in Ezra 
Quirke . It seemed he had dropped in to consult Pitt ab out the ol d 
cas t l e , and , since Quirke lives in Market Donni ng , I suppose Quirke 
considers himself a neighbour of Pitt's . Anyway, what really kep t 
me in the study was Quirke I s conversation. For this very s t r ange 
one-time junior at St . Frank's is very intelligent and erudite to a 
degree but his mania for studying the Occult precludes hi s associa tio n 
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with the major i ty of the chaps . But fo r once he was n • t t alki ng 
abou t Element a l s , psychical r ese ar ch or any of the other eso t eric 
avenues to the path of the Beyond. Inste ad he was shoring Pitt 
sheet s of typewr i tt en inf ormation and poi nt ing out passage s which 
had rudely in t errupted with my arr iva l. 

To read ab out Quirke is one thing but to come face to fac e with 
him is most decided l y anothe r . For you instinctiv ely prepare your-
self a defensive guard and try not to be drawn towards him. You ge t 
the same feeling when confron ting a man of power. But for Reggi e 
Pitt 1 s presence , I do beli eve I would have succumbed to Quir ke ' s 
magneti sm which seems to sur round him like an aura . It was only 
momentary, and after being introduced t o Qui rke, Pit t offered me a 
seat . 

The upshot of my visi t to the West House was to know Quirk e had 
prepared a curriculUJ:l which he was suggesting cou ld be th e bas i s of 
a new method of teaching . Pitt was appr oached because Quirke was 
in the t hroes of a dil emma. An entirel y new and revolutionary 
course of study had been invented by Quirke but no sch ool ,.,,ould 
adopt i t . Cer tainly not St. Frank' s . And Ezra Qu.irke ' s visit t o 
Pitt stemmed frow the f ac t t hat Reggie was t he owner of Raithmere 
Castle and it was in Quirke ' s mind tha t Pit t could use the castle -
which was al mos t derelict anyway - as a scho ol to be run under the 
new sy s t em. Quir ke wac explaining his new brand of instruc ti on vhen 
I entere d the study . 

Pitt , bein g a good m. tur ed f ello w, lis ten ed throughout Qu.irke ' s 
discourSe with a benign s!Dile, and Pitt wes sti ll s mil i ng when Qui rke 
finishe d and Reggie stood up and opened the door . 

Now llandfo rt h would have dealt differently wit h this situ at ion. 
He would have thrown Quirke out long before this, but Pitt i s a 
r emarkable juni or and an excel l ent hos t. And as Quirke de pa rted 
Pitt advised him to try the River House School or Moat Hollow , pre ­
f er ably the la tt er since it was empty . I t wasn ' t long be fore t he 
whole Lower School was talki ng abou t what Nippe r called Quirke I s 
Curric ulum. And in spi t e of t he extraordi nary methods Qui r ke had 
prescr i bed in his f ormulae for the promotion of knowledge , there were 
t he usual juniors who could be relied on to fall in with t he crazy 
idea. Heaven help Ol d Englan d if ever cranks like Quir ke get into 
power . But there are among us th e type I would call the intelligen t 
cranks who flo uri sh high in our s ocie ty and earn the e s tee m granted 
gratefully for their good deeds , but they have a fringe ac tiv ity that 
i s pursued outside the knowledge of t he gener al public . 
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The basic item in Quirke I s Curriculum was free discipline in 

school . But th e rest of his idea was too r evolutionary to be 
accep ted except , of course , by the cranks . 

HAMILTONIANA 
LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

~ · \/HAT DID THEY DO lt'ITH THE E}ll'IRE? 

Though ther e is a general tendency for collectors to regard the 

Empire Library as a Hamilton paper, it is comparatively but little 

known and probably but little sought . From the fact that it ran for 

only just over a year it seems likely tha t it enjo yed but li t tle 
succ ess . 

It is not entirely a fallacy that the Empire vas a Hamil ton 

pape r , but actually Charles Hamilton did not have a lot to do with it 

or for it . But he certainly was the insp i ration behind it . It is 

fairly certain that the publishers hoped tha t it might be another Gem 

or Magnet , That it never really won the popular fan cy is undoubtedly 

due to the fact that it was merely a shado w of the two far core 

famous pape r s . 
Rylcombe Grammar School was , without any question at all , the 

crea tion of Charles Hamilton . It featured extensively in two of the 

very early Boys ' Friend Libraries - 11Tom. Merry & Co, 11 and "Tom fl.erry' s 

Conquest , " specially written fo r the Library . Bot h these stories 

were slightly re - written a few years la t er , and each was re - published 

in two blue Gees . 
Charles Hamilton created Fr ank Monk, the \lootton brothers , and 

Delamere , the Rylcombe captain . But it is fairly clear that he did 

no t c rea t e Gordon Gay, who was to be the new junior leader of Rylcombe 

Grammar when that schoo l was given the honour of its own paper - the 

Ebpire Library. 
Mr. W. O. G. Lofts , some time ago , indicated the likelihood that 

C. M. Down wro t e many of th e Rylcombe stor i es , and I fe el sure tho t 

this is right . Mr. Down, who wrote some of the earlier substitute 

stories in the Gem, had a pleasan t ly readable styl e , and in my view 

he was one of the most succossful of all the stand - in W'riters. He 

lacked mannerisms with his pen, which was an advantage , and he 
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produced that kind of r at her facet i ous dialogue whi ch is also foun d 
in so many of Charles Hamilton 1 s li ghter efforts of earlie r days . 

All of Mr. Down' s stori e s were on the li ght sid e . This may 
have been intentional . I f he was wr iting a few s tor ies with the 
benevolent approval of Charles Hamil to n , Mr. Down may purpose ly have 
WTi tten s li ght, "not t o be t aken seriously , " items , leaving th e more 
serious stuff to his leader . One can see a vast differen ce in the 
quality of 11The School Under Canvas , " the Gem serial concernin g 
Rylcombe Grru:nmar which was unquestionably writt en by Hamil ton . 

Though Mr. Down's flair was comedy , he never descended to ar r ant 
nonsense as one or two of the subs ti tute wri ter s did , Never theless , 
it may have been t he consis tent comedy t hemes which prevented t ho 
Rylco.::ibe Grammar sto r i es fr om ever re ally c l icking. 

Though Charles Hamil ton decla r ed that he never wrote under the 
pen- name of Prosper Howard (with the exception of "School Under 
Canv11s11 which he all eged he expected to be published W1der the name 
of Marti n Clifford) , I can find one comple t e s tory , and one only , 
which I fee l fairly cer tain he wrote in t he Empir e . Thi s was 11The 
Doctor' s Double . " There may have been ano th er or so . My collec t ion 
of the Empire i s not comple t e . 

I t is poss i ble , in passing , t hat we have fu r th er evidence her e 
that , as I suggested a coupl e of months ago , Hamilton fe lt no anti pathy 
t o the subst itute writ er s at thi s time. He ce r ta inly adopted Gordon 
Gay and one or two of the other Empire charac t er s and used them quite 
affec tionate ly i n his Gem t ales as time went on . 

The Empire Library started i n February 1910 , and s,tor i es of 
Rylcombe Gram.mar appear ed for 15 cons ecut i ve weeks . Wi t h No. 16, 
without any previous annoW1cement of what was to happen , Jack Rhodes , 
by Alfred Barnard , fea ture d ins t ead of Rylcombe, Only a very fe w 
mor e RylCombe t ales 'ftere to appear , The usual s t ar turn from now on 
was to be a sporting or det ec tiv e s tory . The det ec tiv e was Pant her 
Grayle , whose adventures were related by J ack Lancaster . 

With No. 71 the number of pages in t he Empi re Li brary was 
increased , wi thout any increase in pr i ce . The f ir st 26 issues had 
comprised 20 pages for one hal f penny - qui t e a bar gain . Now for the 
same price r eaders were given 24 pages . 

Though Charles Hamil ton' s connection wi th the Rylcombe Grammar 
sto r ies was sligh t, i f it exi sted at all , t he editori al of f i ce s t i l l 
felt t hat it could not get on witho ut hi m. In No. 19 his famous 
seri al (under his own name) 11The Riva l s of St . Kit ' s " cor.m:enced. 
This was , of course , r epr i nted from Pluck , and , from th e short 



Pa 19 

instalments gi ven in t he Empire , it seems almost c ertain that the 
tal e was pruned . 

But in the newly - enlarged Empire No. 27 commenced a s t o ry which 
he wrot e special l y for the Empir e - "Cous i n Ethel ' s Schoo l days " - and 
t he ex tra pages were used to gi ve long i sh inst alme nt s of this famous 
yarn . I n fact , it would seem probable tha t the enlargement came 
about f or this purpos e. 

Just ·why did t he regular appear ance of th e Rylcombe stories 
cease after the 15th is sue . Mr. Down, perhaps , had not the ti me or 
the inclination or the inspiration to maintain a regular se rie s . 
Charles Hamilton had more import ant t hings t o do . There was at 
least one ot her writer , who had the horrid hab i t of penning long 
sections of di alogue without any indicat i on of who was speaking . 

I t is probab l y unlikely th a t the cessation of the Grammar School 
t ales was due to a sho rt age of writers . I n those days there must 
have been plen ty of autho r s who would put their pen t o any work whi ch 
offe r ed it self . 

Almos t cer t ainly the real reason was th at the s tories failed to 
click , Only one of them - "Gordon Gay on the Bal l s" - seemed to 
have a fairly ser io us theme . The series was just not good enough 
when there was so much competition from the Gem and the Magnet . 

We have a fair proof of that in th e f ac t that , so far as I can 
trace , only one of these s tori es was eve r rep r in t ed . And that one 
was "The Doctor ' s Double, 11 which , in my beli ef , was t he only one 
written by Charles Hamil ton . It appeared as makewei ght in one of 
the Double Number s of th e Blue Gem. 

Of course , th e Empire has a definite charm today . Mos t 
collec t or s like to have a few copies of it among their treasures. 
And i t s sca r city makes it a ll t he more des irabl e . 

The Empire , with its deep pink, sl i ght ly- glossy , cove r, was 
al ways attractive i n appearance . It s swan song was i n May 191 1, 
after a run of 64 issues . 

I n clos i ng , jus t an observation or two on "Cous i n Ethe l 's 
Schooldays . " Though this was reprinted l a ter as a ser i al in the 
Gem, th e same heading being used as in the Empire , it is no t a 
s tri kingly good tale . Though the cha r ac ter of Dolores Pelham is 
neatly etch e d, and Tom Merry & Co with Art hur Augustus D'Ar cy play 
their part s in it , t he pace t ends to be pedestr i an . It was , of 
c ourse , also reprinted in the Boys ' Fri end 3d Lib r a ry , but it ge t s 
litt l e mention nowadays . 

I always think it a little s tr ange that t his story , along with 
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some of t he others which Hamilt on wrot e s pecially for the B.F .L. -
"The Boy Without a Name11 for i nstance - were neve r rep r inte d i n th e 
School boys ' Chm Li brary . One can only assume t hat the editor of the 
B.F .L. overlook e d t hem, which was r a ther a pity . 

* * * * * 
CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

RAY HOPKINS: Let's Be Contr overs i al No . 110 contains the firs t (a t 
least in my reading) intimat i on tha t Mr . Hamilton looked kind l y upon 
the sub-writers at e:ny time . I have always been under the impression 
tha t he was very much against the using of his own pen-name linked to 
that of work of inferio r write r s. The thought that he may have wel­
comed this unkindly - re garded ( in the main) group of writers never 
ent ered my head , principally because I would have thought tha t Mr . 
Hamil ton considered that he alone should use his own pen- name. 
However, it is a fact that this gr oup of writer s could very wel l have 
saved hie from a certain ar.ount of pressure e.nd tension which he must 
have run in t o when he was perhaps beginning a new series of characte r s 
(The Rio Kid , Cedar Cr eek and Ken King stories spring to mind) who 
were not ne cessarily ac t ing against t he backdrop most f amiliar to him 
- that of the school precinc t s in country areas of England . I t hi nk 
too that the publication of five sub- s tories in a r ow - a se r i es -
could have given hi !Ii the rea l i za t ion that perhaps some day he would 
no longer be required to wri t e t he Greyfriars stories at al l. As he 
,,ms the crea tor this could have been a severe jolt to hi m; however, 
llr. Haoilton was so versatile tha t he probably though t that he could 
-oake up for the loss of one se r ies with the inven t ion of one or two 
others - but to have Gr eyf riars t aken away f rom him fo re ver would not , 
I fancy , be a not ion Mr. Hamilton could t ake kindly to . He probab ly 
•,·ould have not minded relinquishing the Rio Kid or Ken King but Grey­
fria r s was a whol e r,;orld of school and one which Mr. Hamilton had 
lived wi th t oo long t o say f ar ewell for eve r . The iopr oved excellence 
of hi s stories following t he long subs t itute series could wel l be 
t aken as proof of "writing on t he wall , " and perhaps af t er al l, it all 
happened fo r the best , and was instrumen t al in causing him to produce 
his later , gr eater 'r.Or k in t he t wenti es and thi rti es . 

PETER HANGER: It is not so much the words as the i llus t ra t ions th at , 
so fa r as I am concerned , dat e a Magnet. I can acc ept those of t he 
twenties without any undue ja rring , but befo r e t his the drawings 
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might almost be of creatures from outer space . 

THE POST-WAR D'ARCY By 0 . W. \ladham 

In 1949 Spring Books, printed by Drlll!On Press Ltd ., Luton , Beds ., 

Engla nd, issued three most attractive hard- c overed Tom Merry books . 
First was "Tom Merry of St . Jim's , " second was "Talb ot's Secret , " 

and th i rd was 1'The Secret of the Study . 11 

In 1951 another Tom Merry story was added entitled , "The Scape -

grace of St . Jim 's . " A Jicey Silver yarn , "The Rivals of Rookwood" 
was also issued that year . 

I recently secured the four Tom Mer ry stories , and have been very 

impressed by . their unifonnity and genera l appea r ance . All the 
stories run to 188 pages, the coloured covers are the best yet that I 

have seen of St . Jim's characters , and all of them give pro:ninence to 
the Hon. Arthur Augustus 0 1 Arey . In fact D' Arey is the "comic 
relief 11 in all four stories , and makes one wonder if Charles Hamil ton 

was not trying to make tha t odd charac t e r steal some of the thunder 

away from Billy Bunter , who had then reached the heigh t of this fame , 

and was even soon to become a TV character . If such was the case 

those four hard covered volumes were made attractive enough t o t alce 

the eye of many book buyers . As events transpired , however , t hose 

Spring volumes wer e the firs t and l ast t ime the St . J i m's boys wer e 

ever t o appear in well - bound books exclusively devo t ed to them. 

EDITORIAL COMMENT: The sto r ies mentioned by Mr. Wadham were 

originally published by Mandevi ll e Publications . Spring Books , 
from the firm of Dacres , came along a li t tle late r with some new 

titles . Mr. lladham is our New Zeal and correspondent , and it is 
possible that overseas publishing did not coincide with that in t he 

U.K. 

FOR SALE: Comic Life 1913, 52 copies unbound £8 ; 

Football Lib . 16 - 41, bound £2 ; Few Boys Realm ; 

Nelso n Lee ; Oddments . S .A. E. WANTED: Diamond 

stories . 
11. H. CLOUGH, 

3 , FONTHILL GROVE, 
SALE, CHESHIRE. 

Boys Realm 

Boys Friend ; 

Lib . Kettle & Co. 
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SWEET ARE THE USES OF ADVERTISEMENT 

By Len Wormull 

That it pays to advertise is ce rt ainly true i n the realm of 
boys ' bqoks . Not long ago I ran an Ad. for pre - war boys • periodicals , 
in a Q.1est for books I once read . The response t ook me and my pocket 
- by surp r ise . 

Like all collec tors and Micawber , I confidently expected some­
thil18 to turn up - in sho r t , a "scoop . " But f r or:i. the outset I was 
haunted by a spectre called Boy' s Own Paper , from which I shrank . It 
seemed every household in the l and was anxious to lay i t at my door . 
I fel t r ather sad for thi s unwanted pariah of the old papers , bu t 
adul t s don't read juvenile matte r without sentimenta l attachments . 
I n aey venture of t his sor t one has to count the cost , and I had per ­
force to reject a wealth of mterial which would have delighted othe r 
collector s . Among other things was Ally Sloper's Half - Holiday , No. 
740 , Ju ly , 1898. Notin8 the recent in t ere st shown in this characte r, 
I enquired if he was s ti ll available . But , alas , Ally Sloper had 
gone , and the mystery remains .... 

Then, one day , it happened . A card from an an ti que dealer in 
Port obello Rd. said : ' 500 Boys Fri end Weekly - Boys Herald - Chums, 
all in series from 190}-27.' This must be it , I thought , jub ilantly 
on my way. In a dingy back - room, there they were , standing high in 
all their majes t y . They had been taken f r om an old house , r ecently 
cleared . The books were musty , t he edges of some decaying wi th age , 
but othe rwise wonderfully prese rved . This awe- inspiring sigh t was to 
me what Tutankhamen' s tomb was to Howard Cart er and Lord Carnarvon. 
The fi rst hundred or so Boys 1 Herald s , with their white cove r s and 
double Spring numbers , was in it se lf a rare scoop . The 1914- 15 red 
monthly Chums was another rarity, and something I hadn 't seen before . 
Two long runs of green Boys' Fr iends comple t ed the hat - t ri ck , wit h 
several of the Rookwood numbers still con t aining free gift bookle ts. 
All in a ll , a bonan"" of the fi r st magnitude , even t hough t he dealer 
was alert t o presen t- day pri ces . I t ook t hem home , lik e a dog wi. th 
two t ai ls ! My wife 's comment? What a load of ol d ru bbish :! 

It was not without its humorous moments. One small boy came 
round carrying two heavy volumes of Boy' s Own Paper - "Daddy said how 
much wil l you give him for these?" I shuddered involuntarily , but 
gave him a tip for his trouble . A woman offe r ed a voluoe of Gir l I s 
(}r,m Pape r - "I could get £5 for i t, but because of damaged spine will 
let it go at a barga i n pr ice of 25/ -. If required , pl ease let me 
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know by r eturn so that you can have it in time fo r Christmas. " 
asked one correspondent if he would name a speci f ic price , rather 
than "offers . " Back came the r eply : "Sorry , but I do n 't kno w t he 
val ue of the books myself. But they must be worth a bit to 
collec tor s ." At least he was honest! But for shee r impudence , 
this one ' took the biscuit . 1 Eight Magnets were off ered in f ai r 
condition , in clu ding a 1920 Christmas number - 11£9 . 10 . the lot , plus 
postage - will not sell below this pri ce . " I didn 't pr ess the iss ue . 
There sure is go ld in them thar books ! 

The experiment proved there ' s still plen t y of the old pape rs 
around ; that "offers " was the play - safe rr.ethod most l y used ; that 
some had a false sense of values ; that the "golden ° age of the 
Magnet is righ t now, Fortuna tely, too , there are the genuine 
ba r gains to be had - depending on what you collect . Yes , folks , for 
a spot of excitement, plus the occasional scoop , I re co mmend adver tis -
ing . But mind you don ' t get landed withevery copy of B. O. P .! 

THE POSTMAN CALLED 
(Interesting items from the 

Edi tor' s le tter-b ag) 

RAY HOPKINS (New Cross) : Many thanks for another most enjoyable 
issue of ye good old CD. \lhen I managed to get my Dad• s hot hands 
off it , the first thing I said was, "Hello, WC Fields on the cover . 
Didn't know he was in the comics . 11 Dad said , "That ' s Ally Sloper ," 
and when I st opped talking and started using my head and read the 
words , I fo und out tha t i t was . However , I s t ill think t here ' s a 
cer t ain resemblance between Ally and Mr. Fields as he appeared in 
David Copperfield as Mr. Micawber. W. C. is th icke r set than Ally , 
but the nose , hat and dress I immedia t ely ident i fied as Mr. Micawbe r. 
John Evans look s like a good add i tion to the ranks of the CD co ver 
ar t ists . Frank Shaw1 s ar ticle on Al ly was most illuminatiI18 to one 
who has never seen a copy of this ol d pape r . 

The place ment of the name Owen Nares with the film title "The 
Rolling Stones 11 caused a smile. The "gather no moss" meaning of the 
name has rat her been los t s ince th e cacaphonous pop grou p erup t ed . 
Owen Nares is only known to me by appea r ances as leading man for JessiE 
Matthews , Gracie Fields and (I t hink) Renate Muller (In "Marry Me" -
not the celebrated "Sunshine Susie") in t he thirties . He appeared 
to be a most dignified gentleman. I unde r stand t hat he was a rea l 
"matinee idol" in his earlier days . However, I didn ' t rea li se that 
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he back-dated to 1917. Danny, as always , is full of interest . 

LEN WORMULL (Romford) : Would you pl ease l et me know if any article 
has been wr it ten in C.D. or the Annual concerning the Bull seye or 
Surprise , 1932- 1933 . My f at her once mentioned tha t he read Tom 
Harkaway I s Schooldays . Mr. Lofts ma.de referenc e to the name in an 
earlier C.D. I s anything known of t his charac te r ? I have a 
f e eling t he stories may have appeared i n the "Penny Dr eadful. 11 

(We have published ar t icles on all the above subjects , and no doub t 
will publish more in the future . Don' t t hink t here was ever a paper 
officially named Penny Dreadful. I be li eve that Tom Harkaway 
featured in Boys ' of England . - ED. ) 

H. MACHIN (Preston) : Danny' s Diary is sti ll my f avour ite item on 
th e programme. I a:o fortunate enough to have all the C.D' s. fr om 
No. 1 • They can be read over and over again . 

W. T. THURBON (Cambridge) : I was int e r ested to see Roger Jenkins' 
re f erence to 11Fi ggins 1 Fig - Pudding . " I have never r ead tha t Gem, 
but possess Pency Po?ular No. 33 of May 1913 which carries t he r eprint 
under the title "Fi ggins • Blunder . 11 This was a very good number of 
the Popular as it also contained "The Bl ack Horseman, " the reprint of 
the t hird of S. Clark Hook' s in comparabl e !d Marve l Jack , Sam & Pete 
s tories . 

BOB WHITER (Los Angeles) : I thought the picture of Ally Sl oper very 
~plendid effort on t he part of the ar tist . I was surprised 
t hat no mention was !!lade of C, H. Chapman in the article on Al ly 
Sloper . Surely he illustrated Sloper among his many other character 
studies . 

MAURICE KUTNER (Cl apton) : Re the Magnet cover illu st ration on too 
April cover of the C.D. - Although I have no Magnets of t hat period , 
and therefore canno t make any closer inspection of the il l ustratio n 
than what can be seen in your reproduct i on, may I make a ten tative 
guess that the a r tist is R. Simmons, examples of whose work can be 
found in the Pluck of 1923. 

Those seeking "collecto r s ' pieces ' should hang on tightly to the 
!'a.Y No. of the C. D. which is numbered 225 instead of 245. 

WANTED: 1 Kickey Mouse Weekly ' comics and early •Dell ' comics (Disney 
and Warner Bros . charac t er s) , Please specify what of fered , and price. 
G. JONES, ' MOORFIELDS,' BARKER LANE, GREASBY, WIRRAL, CHESHIRE. 
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NEWS FROM THE CLUBS 
Meeting held 25th April , 1967 . 

The ac ti ng sec retary was absen t so Tom Porter made a record of 
the proceedings which were passed on to him . 

There was a good attendance of 12 members ; the meeti ng was one 
of the best for some tim e . A new member Mr. Bert Flem i ng of Old Hill 
was cordially rec ei ved . This is our third new member since the 
beginning of t he year and is very encouraging . Also amongst those 
prese nt was John Mann of Retford who had t ra velled 80 miles . There 
is enthusiasm if you l i ke! 

Mr. Fl eming was invited to address th e meeting and said he had 
re ad the Magnet years ago and greatly enjoyed it . He had been 
impressed by the TV series on Greyfriars and had also heard "Flo r eat 
Greyfriars . 11 He had also been interested in The Dick Turpin Library, 
but could never work up much enthusiasm for the "Gem. " He was very 
pleased to be among such kindred spirits as ourselve s . He was of 
the opinion that Boys ' Papers of today did not compare with those of 
yestery ear . 

George Chatham entertained the cieeting with a record programme , 
George is busi l y preparing a musi cal programme to entertain us . He 
said he always thought of "The Dance of the Sugar Pl um Fai r ies" when 
Mrs . Mimble was mentioned . His idea is to choose a record programme 
which reminds l i s t eners of selected Greyfriars characters . · 

Tolll Porter ' s popular game, 0 Ta.ke a Letter 11 was played , the titles 
of Schoolboys ' Own Libraries being the solutions, and John Mann, Bill 
Morgan, Norman Gregory and George Chatham enjoyed the sweet smell of 
success . This was followed by the r affle won by Bill Morgan and his 
prize , Sexton Blake Library No. 35 was entitled "An Event Called 
Murder ." 

The usual feature Arurlversary number and Collector • s I tem was 
presented by Tom Porter . The items were Magnet No. 1471 dated 25th 
April , 1936 and one of th e celebrated Putnam Van Duck Series. The 
Collector's Item was "The Flaming Coach,' ' Dick Turp i n Lib r ary No. 35 
published by George Newnes. As usual these evinced gr eat interest . 

The date of the next meeting was moved forward from May 30 t h to 
May 23rd to avoid clash with the Spring holiday . Members and friends 
shou ld take care ful note of our changed date . The next meeting will 
be the A.G.M. JACK BBLLFIELD Correspondent. 
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NORTHERN 

Meeting held Saturday , 13th May, 1967. 
When the Library was arranged before the meeting it was good to 

see th e new books recently bought , and members soon availed th em-
selves of the m. When the Chairman , Geoff r ey Wilde , opened the 
meet ing there were ten members present (Ron. Hodg3on arriving later 
to make it eleven ) •11ich was the smallest number for some months . 
Wembley had claimed Jack Wood, and a family Silver Wedding Jack and 
Annie Allison . 

After the Minutes of the A.G.M. had been rear! , Ger ry Allison 
gave his Treasurer ' s Report , which showed the effect of our rece nt 
Library purchases, but see ing the books displayed all felt that it 
was vecy well spent . The correspondence was lively and interesting, 
and amongst it Gerry gave us t he following extracts . From Derek 
Vaughan a tale of a nea r miss of "Magnets" at an auc tion sale brought 
tea.rs to our eye s , (almost) . A rhyming quiz came from Cliff llebb 
for our future fun , and Cyril Rowe has invited Sexton Blake to 
"speak " at our next meeting : 

A discussion followed regarding the "Magnets" (and hobby papers 
generally) held by the Brit i sh Museum, and other official libraries . 
Apparently some member s had found gaps when calling to look up a 
favourite i t em. 

Now we sat back t o enjo y a light - hearted eveni ng . First Gerry 
Allison had a puzzle of 25 l e tt ers in a squa r e making the names of 
five Greyfriars boys in diffe r ent f orms. The first to pick them all 
out in correct order was Geoffrey , and Elsie Taylor quickly followed . 
Another of Ger ry's word puzzles followed comprising six seven - l ette r 
words criss-crossing in star fashion to make a crossword to be fi ll ed 
in . Two of the \.:ords were supplied and Mollie All ison was the first 
to solve the re mainder from the clu es gi ven . 

Next , Tom Roach gave a good s t art t o our Greyfr ia r s serial with 
two chapters he wrote when Bunter f irst starred on t elevision . The 
dialogue was of brisk and authentic flavour , and soon brought 
app r ecia tiv e chuckles , and a roun d of applause was given . Next 
month Jack Allison takes the s tory a little further . 

The ref reshments were as welcome as ever and the r e was ti me for 
plenty of chat and exchange of news before the final item on the 
programme which was the 20 ques t ions session . The team was Myra 
Al lison , Elsie Taylo r , Bill Williamson , and Harry Barlow. Several 
other members had brought two or three que stions each to puzzle t he 
team. Out of eleven the team failed on only two which were "Pluck " 
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and "The Shoulde r" which was a very good eff or t, and made an amusin g 
clo se to the Mee ti ng. 

Next Meeting is Saturd ay , 10t h June , 1967 , 

* * * * 11' 

L ON D ON 

M. L. ALLISON 
Hon. Sec . 

The inclement weathe r did not spoi l the meeting at Eastwood 
House , Surbiton, as for s ome conside r able perio d prio r to the indo or 
act i vi ties , we were able to enjoy the beautiful ameniti es of the 
garden , comple t e with flowers in bloom, the song birds , a martin or 
two and the fri endly squi rrel. Also noticed i n the garde n was a 
r eplica of Mrs. Kebble ' s cat . Truly an i deal pastor a l and sylvan 
setting . 

Chairman Don Webs ter opened the meeting by welcoming one and 
all and t hanking th e worthy hos t , Eri c Fayne for , once again , having 
suc h a large and ha ppy gathering. 

President John Wernham addressed the meeting and s t ated that 
he hoped to have another pub li cation re ady for Chr i s tmas . 

Both sec tions of th e library did excellent business and few 
books changed hands . Brian Doyle mentioned th e i ssue of 11Punch 11 

which cont ai ned an artic l e about Greyfriars and boys se nt there by the 
St ate. "How would the school re- ac t?" 

But , as i s cus tomary, it was the host who c onducted t he high -
lights of the gath erin g . Two t eams, bl ue and red, were picke d, Roger 
J enkin s being cap t ain of t he bl ues and Eri c Lawrence skippe r of the 
reds, with George Keppell a s score-taker . Four games were in du lged 
in . Fir s t one was call ed "Quickies . 11 Red won this 9-8 , Lummey was 
won by Blue. Take a Lette r was a ti e and Foot ball was won by Blue , 
one goal to ni l . Happy games - and the ove ra ll winner s were the 
Blues , 00 poi nts to 68 . Eri c very kindly pre s ented prizes to the 
winnin g team , Margaret Sutton very apt in di s tr i butin g the awar ds ; 
one pr esented to herself . 

The f eed in the familiar room lef t nothing t o be des i r ed and 
Don Webste r propo sed the t hanks to Eri c and the ladies for t hei r v ery 
unt i ring work i n get t ing t he fine di splay of comestib le s ready for the 
company pre sent . Among t he latter was Bob Whiter and his fr iend , Jame 
Pobage , who had f lo wn in t hat morning from Los Angeles , Miss Edith Hoo 
th e six Becks from Lewes and al l t he other old f a i thfu l s , Next meetin 
at B T t,; tvak' s resi deuce 58 StanweJ J Road Ashford, Middx. Kindly 
inf orm if at t end i ng - Sunday, June 18th. UNCLE BENJAMJN 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

~- R- Cl ut t erbuck 

r hey called it ' .'he Crey f rl3 r s Holiday Annua l, ' with the emphasis 
on I Holiday .' This wt.s o.r i ns pir ed dec ision . Here , the tit l e 
pro:nised , i s a book to comple te the JOY of escaping f rom s chool to th e 
wide open spaces . To um,l"::i.p on Chr is t !IllJs D':.orni ng , br eathlessly part ­
in g t he sha rp clean rages . To aper. as the t r a in moves off , bound for 
the seaside . 

Cert ainly the best -r emembered holidays of my own boyhood ar e 
associated wi th book s . In pa rt icular I recall a g0 l den moment at 
Margate in the ear) y thirti es . aaving bought a twopenny magazine a t 
a kios k on th e sands I was turr dng tc go when tl1c woitan behind the 
counter said , "Don' t you want to roll the dice?" 

Then I no ti ced a little wocxlen chute surn:.ounted by a wa terwheel 
arr flngement . The woman gave me thre e dic e . 

11fut theD', i n the t op and let them rol l down. If you get 
eigh t een you win a pr ize ." 

Obedien tl y I rolled th e di ce . A moment l a ter we we r e both gazing 
a t th r ee upturned sixes . 

"You' ve done it , too !" st",e cr ied . "Now choose a pr ize . 11 

She poin ted to a row of books , mos tly annuals, on a she lf behind 
her . But wit hout gi ving me time to choose - or even to see what books 
they were - she took one down and p.ished i t i nto my hand . "How abou t 
th at one? " 

The st iff - covered book I carried dazedly away compri sed a mixture 
of Schoolboy s ' Own and Boys • Fri end Lib r a ri es - about ei ght in a l l -
bound in shiny maroon l inen . The cover picture rela t ed to one of t he 
stories within - "Who Punched Prout? 11 Someone at Amalgamated Pre ss 
had hit on a good way of usil']8 up re mai nder copi es , but to me t he book 
was a glit teri ng pri:ze indeed - be t te r than an annur..1 because of i t s 
unexpec t ed c ontents . 

I lik ed the sto ry "Who Punched Prout ?" bes t. Next best , a St . 
Fr ank ' s story i n whict. a boy claimin.g occult powers was exposed as e 
char la tan - by eith er Single- to n or Browne, I t hink . I coul d seldom 
resist a St , Frank' s sto ry : but at that school one was al ways uneas ily 
a ware of a sinis t er undercurre nt - a permanent whiff of the Gothic. 
It was dif f ere nt at Greyf r i ars , where fre sh air blew across the quad : 
t here , one felt more secure . At Greyfri a r s , when they locked t he 
school gate a t night and bolted t he doors , thi s was usually prcof 
against intru ders . I f one ' s ears caugh t s t ea l thy fo ot st e ps al ong th e 
~~ --iILJ:11~ .. SJ!!*.U h2w;s_J they al most certainly belonged only to 
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Price or the Bounder return i ng fro m th e Cross Keys . At St . Fr ank ' s 
on the other hand , i t al ways see med to me t ha t the f i rst st r oke of 
midnight was the signal for half the underworld of London t o come 
s warming over the walls . 

Some months bac k the Edi tor of this magazine referred t o th ose 
well - loved sto r ies withou t whic h , f or some of us , 'Christma s would not 
be Christmas .' Thanks to Armada Books , I now poss ess such a story 
myself , albei t much abri dge d - t he 193 1 Mauleve r er Towers se rie s . 
remember t hat th e del i ghted 11-year ol d who devoure d the original 
series particular ly cherished two th i ngs abo ut it : the lov ing care 
with which the illus t rations were decora t ed wi th sprigs of holly ; a nd 
Bunter ' s hi l ario us tax i tour whi ch ended a t last a t ¥iauleverer Towers , 
r ecognisable through the powdery snow by ' the grea t gateway , with the 
light burning over it , flanked by great pi ll a r s surmounted by sto ne 
lions .' 

A ce rt ain Easter holiday was memorab l e for a series in which 
Harry Wharton and Co took a villa on the Thames riverside . Their 
neighbours were a shady set composed of Vernon- Smit h , Skinner , Snoop 
and Stott . On second thoughts , possibly the Bowide r' s companions 
were Ponsonby and Co. The de t ails , unfortuna t ely , have faded. But 
at any rate I r emember t hat it was an explosive situation . •• which in 
due course exp l oded . 

A y ear or so afte r winn in g the book a t Margate I discovered 
science fic t i on - then a t e rritory of wondrous pa t hs and called 
1 scientificat i on . ' But apar t from the c l assic romanc es of Wells , 
Conan Doyle , Verne and a fe w ot hers , t here was l ittl e to be foun d in 
the public library . To read further in t he field one had to scan 
th e newsagen t s ' racks for rare copi es of thos e brash American maga­
zines , Asto undi ng St ories , Amazing Sto r ies and Wonder Stor ies . These 
reached our s hore s t wo or three months after the publication date and 
usu ally so l d at thre epence ea ch . 

One August , st r ollin g down Thornton Hea th ' s sunbaked High Street 
on th e e ve of our annual depar ture t o Marga te , I pau sed a t my favourite 
newsagent , who u sed t o put t hese magazines aside f or me. (This 
admir able and r e preh ens ible man also did a specia l l in e in exoti c 
ass or ted ci ga ret t es - Egyptian , Turki sh , Russian e t c - at two for a 
penny . Over t he pas t yea:r or two he had sold me some hund r eds of 
t hese - of t en giv i ng me a light f or the f i rst one of each purchase 
into the bargain , ) 

That day he had two fresh Astoundings of su ccessive l!lont hs : This 
had neve r happened before . I remember one of the cove r illustrations 
well : i t depicted a bri ght gr een organism (e xtr ate r restial , of course) 
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much like a mass of magnified frog-spawn. Irr esis t ible ! But by a 
grea t effort of will I refrained from openiJ18 the magazines unt il we 
reached our boarding- house at Margate next day. 

But it was H. G. Wells above all who fired rey 14- year old imagi ­
natio n - that little Cockney genius who thr ough England ' s i ndustrial 
murk saw shining ci vilizations and crea te d people fo r them with names 
like Weena ... Myres ... Ostrog .. , And in 1936 the spirit of Wells was 
embodied in a film , 'Things to Come. ' 

On a summer Saturda y evening of tha t :year (on the f irs t day of 
what was to be our l as t holiday at Margate) I rushed out af t er tea to 
roam the promenade and stree t s . Some st il ls disp l ayed by a cinema 
riv eted my atten t ion . They were scenes from 'Things to Come, 1 the 
showing of which was to commence t he f oll owing day . This was 
astonishing l uck , and completely unexpected , for the film was still 
at th e West End and had not yet been genera lly rele ased . 

It was an expensive cinema - al l seats bookable and the cheapest 
sea t one shilling , Fortunately having thi s sum (just : ) I bought a 
ti cket for the next evening 1s performance. 

M,y fath er was horrif ied , A shilling : But how coul d he under -
s t and, having suffered the enormous deprivatio n of not having read 
Wells i n his yout h? It would have been useless to try t o explain my 
extravagance . What matters is that on a summer evening in August, 
1936 I saw that nob~e fil m, and wandered afterwards on sta r s through 
Margate' s emptying streets . 

How I r emember Margate ? The more so because t hat seaside town 
in Kent cannot be too far from that sunny happy realm , Frank Richards' 
Land, From Margate we sometin:.es went by open-top 'bus to Ramsgate, 
and there ,as something about Ramsgate that made me feel that Pegg 
ought to be just around the coas t line ... or if not , th en cert ainly 
jus t beyond that . • , 

'r/A!,'TED: C. D. Annual 1954 a nd "Captain" yea r 1917, Your pric e paid . 

L, PACKMAN, 21 ARCHDALE ROAD, LONDON, S. E,22 . 

SALE: 30 Eagles ( 1952) , 30 Lions (1952) sixpence e ach ; Fun and 
Fiction (1912) 3/6d; Boys Journal (1913) 3/6d . 

O. \I, \/ADHAM, 12 MILI TARY ROAD, LOWER HUTT, NEii ZEALAND. 

SALE: no. 1 Magnet Bound. Offers . 
S, J , \II.RD, \IOOD END, BUINTISIIAM, HUNTINGDON. 

I 
I 



SPEX:IAL _ NOTICE 

On the Who's Who Entry Fora enclosed with this issue of 
Col lectors ' Digest , we have inadve rt ently omitted a space for your 

telephone number. If you a re en the telephone and would like the 

number included with your part iculbi"s , print it c le arly at the top of 

the fo rm. lie will do the rest . 

FOR SALE: Further items from th e Bill Gander Collection . 

Ka6flets: Bound volumes , (a) 1403 - 1428; (b) 1429 - 1454; 
(c J 1455 - 1480; (d) 1481 - 1506 . These four volumes a t .C12 per 

volume plus postage . (e) 1507 - 1532; (f) 1533 - 1558; (g) 1559 -
1584. These three volumes at ClO per volume pl us postage . 
Gems: Bound vol ume 1612 - 1635 £13 plu s postage . 
Populars : Volumes (a) 5 19 - 54~; (b) 545 - 570 ; (c) 571 - 596 : 
(d) 597 - 628. These four volumes at £13 per volume plus postage . 

Champion: Bound volWllt' con ta ining Nos. 27 to 5.8 . £7 plus postage . 
48 excell ent loose copies of Boye • Friend, afte r fin ish of Rookwood 

up till the final is sue: £5 .10 ,0 . plus postage . Some loos e copies 

of Plu ck bet ween 1902 and 1906 (s ome without cover s , bu t all good 

copies) 3/- each plus postage . 

Excellent volumes, beautifully boWld.· 

Write , NOT with s.a.c . , to Eric Fayne at Exce lsior House , Grove Rd. , 

Surbi ton. You will only re ceive a reply if the items desired are 

still available . 

\/ANTED: . Good l oose copies or volumes containing any one or more of 

the foll owing: GEM.S: Some iseues betwee n 801 and 832 ; 953 , 954 , 

m . ~ . ~ .m . m . m . ~.~. ~ . • . ~ . m . m . m . 
993 , 995 . POPULARS: 401, 403, 407, 409, 413, 415 , 421 , 422 , 427 , 

433 , 441 , 442, 46E, 467 , 474 . 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD., -™!!Qli, ™fil. 

DON' T FORGET! THIS IS 

COLLECTORS' DIGEST 

21st BIRTHDAY YEAR. 
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L01'~ COMPI.ET£ SCHOOi. STOI\I ES BY 

FRANK RICHARDS, MARTIN CLIFFORD, OWEN CONQUEST 

...... ~ 

STUCK IN THE MUD! 
fAff A'"•1i"'f l 1tt14tft l fr• m tlw Cr •IHI "°"I C• "Yllf .. Tak fl/ 11.-ry ..,_.... • C.. 
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