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A CHAT WITH MY CHUMS 
,, ea-Juctecl !Iv -j 

NEGLECTED FIELD? MY FOOT'. "- T,U AIIM9IIIL 
It appea rs that V. S . 

Pritchett has written an autobiography of his 
ch ild hood and adolescence, under t he title "A 
Cab a t the Door. 11 The book has been revi ewed 
in t he Evening St anda r d by Mr. Michael Foo t, 
with the heading "Horr ors: Father 1 s Burnt The 
Comics." 

Mr. Foot s tarted off with the following: 
"George Orwel 1 wrot e a famous essay in which he 

exposed the snob -app eal and rubbishy con tent of those glamorous 
j ournals of our yout h, The Magnet and The Gem. The indictment was 
contested at the t ime, and now fresh doubts ar ise in this neglected 
field of literary criticism. 11 

Now, tn the first place. George Orwell did not expose the 
"snob-appeal." He merely expos ed hi s own prejudices a nd h is ignor­
ance of the stories which he was criticisi ng . In the se cond pla ce, 
he did not expose the "rubbishy" con tent of the Magnet and the Gem, 
for the content, so far as Charles Hamilton was conc erned, was not 
rubbishy . Rubbishy stories could not and would not have won the 
affection of millions of boys and men fo r more than half a century. 

As for the "neglected field" of literary cri ticiStn, well, I 
ask you . As we have mentioned often, the mass e s of articles whic h 
ha ve poured from the pens of professiona l writers make us think that 
the motto of these ge ntlemen must be 'twh.en in doubt, have a bash at 
the Gem and the Magnet " 

--- -------- ----- - · ··--- -- -------------
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I don't know whether Mr . Pri tc hett'• book hinges so much on 
the Magnet and Gem as Hr. Foot's review doe s . Mr . Foot co ne lude s 
his review: "How could such rubbish arouse su ch love and su ch 
hat e ? Some of us old Magnet-add ic ts wou ld lik e to know? " 

So Mr . Foot was once a Magnet addict . Yet, apparently, he 
found nothi ng bu t snob ... ap pea 1 and rubbish i n the Magnet. 

MUSINGS 
-- -I- wonde r so me t imes why some of th ese inte ll ectuals -
sup pos "" that i s t he r i ght word t o use - ~eE..m c o have a passion 
for dest r oy ing, r <:gardl ess o f popular o p ini on, the happy memories 
of t he ver y t h ings whi ch se einE::d so wr·rth while i n years gon~ b y . 
And wh y, when th ey tu r n th<"i r at t ~nti on Lo r eading for young s t e r s , 
i t i s a lmos t i nvaria bl > th e Ha.mi lton worl d wh ich they pin - poi n t 
tor attack . I s it j ust that th ~ Magn~t and Gem ar e the mos t l oved 
Br 1tis h pa pers of a l l um~s - so tht.c.}' must be smear ed ? 

Vir ginia Iron si d---., TV cr1t1c of th t Dail y Mai.I , wr i t e s i n a 
very d itforent strain , She says , o f th e Se.,cton Blake TV s e r ies . 
"If it w~r e shown on Sunday aftt>rnoons t. hdn more pe op le would ha ve 
a n opport un ity to wa t ch it , Sc·,ccon Slakt:: co uld easil y be come a 
huge cult pr ograrnm'=' 

" Se xt on Bl ak e was t h~ gent Lt.man de t ective so popular wi c h 
s choo lb oys in th e lat ~ 20 ' s a nd t:.ar ly 30 ' s and som(;o ne. invol ve d in 
t he se rh s has been ver}' sharp a bou t i t a ll and, ins t ead of miser ­
ably updating it , has kept a s close t o th t! or iginal as post1 ibl e . 

"A r ea ll y sp h .ndi d sc.r 1es , lf no t e xact! )' ch e answ1::r to 
Bonnie and Cl yde , pr ob ably as nea r as th e Br itis h will ever gee to 
it . II 

Some of us, pe rha ps , will no t quit e ~o all the way with t.ht:: 
lady i n her acc l a im o f thi s TV s eri es . "But our hea rts warm to 
Miss Iro ns i de . 

BLOOD AND TlfllNDER? 
One of our contributors la st month al le ged that, when we 

wer e chil dr e n, our par ents used co condemn th e Magnet , and our 
loved papers , as " Pen ny Or~adfuls" and ''Bloo d an d Thunder." Well, 
my pa rents didn' t, at a ny rate~ t ve r y much doubt whethe r you rs 
did ei ther. 

As l have mentioned b~f or e , when l was too you n g t o read for 
myse l f my sister used t o r ea d al oud co the who le fa mily from the 
Gem. And l have of t en seen my father, bless his memor y , s it ting 
and chucklin g over Dreamy D&nie l an d Butt e rfl y Bill. 

I n fact, even "When we were ch ildren, th e terms "Pe nn y 
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Dreadfu l" and 11Blo od a nd Thunder" were old.:fashioned. They had 
been used to ref er to sensational Victorian papers . 

Way back, very early in the century, Hamilton Edward s use d 
to claim that the Boys' Fri end had done much to eradicat e Penny 
Dreadfuls from the bookstalls . 

THE EDITOR. 

DEATH O! MRS. EDWY SEARLES BROOKS 

We deeply re gret to record the sudden deat h o f Mrs Edwy 
Searles Brooks , the wife of the fa mous Nelson Lee author who di ed 
JU St ovt>r two yea rs ago . Mrs. Bro oks had a heart attack wh1 le 
enjoying th e sunshine on t he green in front of ht:r home at Norb llr y 
on March 15t h. Cre matio n cook p la c e on March 19th, and Mr. Len 
Paclcman arranged for flo wers t o be sent to <·xpr ~s s tht sympa th y 
and sadness of che Old Boys' Book Clu b. 

WAN' TED "Death on the Hit Parade" by Bcr kt:ley Cra y . Also 
stories of Kestr el or Gra nite Grant in U,J and S .B,L. Also Jim 
tht Penman or Zin~ravt: in Nelson Let. 

bLYTriE , 40 ELLES!fERE RD.. LC~1JON, N W 10. 

~!JL.I ... ! .J2. · t.ood ioost: co pu :s or ve lum.es containing an y ou t or 
murt oi the following : GEMS Some: iss ue s between 801 and 832 , 
~, J, ~54 , 9)9 , 960 , ,10, --m. 975, 981 , 984, 985, 986, 987, 989, 
~~o. 9,2 , 993, ~.s. POPULARS 401 . 403, 407 , 409, 413, 415 , 
421, 422, 421 , 433, 44 1, 44l , 466, 46 / , 474 . 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD. 1 SURBJION , SURREY. 

WANTED GEM 805 ; MAGNETS 179, 782 . 

TOM PORTER, l TIMBERTREE ROAD, CRADLEY HEATH, WARLEY , WORCS. 

WANTED : "ADVENTURE;'' 11HOTSPUR; 11 "ROVER;" 0 WIZARD;" an d 
their Annuals. Howevf:r old or new, but particularly 1950 • 1964 . 

J , CALVERT, 67 BRAMERTON RD. 1 BILB OROUCH, NOTTTNGHAM. NG8. 4NN. 

WANTED : Boys' Friends, SA LE : 6 Gems (193 1-2), 3 
S.O.Ls (St. Frank' s). ---

MACHIN, 38 ST. THOMAS ROAD, PRESTON. 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
Apr il 191 8 

Rule Br itannia~ The Royal Navy has done a terrific job, an d 

everybo dy is thrilled to death about it. Just the tonic we all 

nee ded , The navy made a raid on Zeeb r ugge, un der Admiral Sir 

Roger Keyes , Seve r al old ships, inc luding H,M,S. Vi ndic t ive , 

fi 1 led with concrete, were sunk across the mouth of the harbour, 

thus bottling up much of the Cennan flee t . 

Th~ ~da r Cr ee k ser i es - all the stories this month s tar ring 

Beau c lerc - have be e n just wonderful . It I s hard t o imagi ne what 

life used to be without Cedar Creek . The first story was "The 

Sha dow o f Fear . " Beauc lerc started on his Jou rn ey to England 

whe re hC' is to be adopte d by his uncle, an English earl . But when 

Beau reaches Kam l oops , some inner voice t el ls him co go back to 

the old shack near Cedar Creek - and he is just in time to save 

his fathe r frocn taking his own life. 

Then, a nt-w Beauclerc series . Beau goes to the aid of a man 

who is being attacked by Frisco Jew This man ' s name is Trevelyan. 

However, when a new master, Mr. Trevelya n, comes t o Ce dar Creek , 

Beau senses that it is not the same man he ai ded. 
Nel(t week in "The Heir of l'rev e lyan, 11 Lascelles Seauclerc, 

Bea u 's father , r ecognises the new maste r as one, Ger a r d Goring , 

Goring has k idnapped Tr evelyan, who, un knowingly, is the heir to 

vast estates in Eng land. Coring tries to bribe Mr. Beaucle r c to 

ai d him in the swin d le, and Hr Beauclerc is tempted. 

The last story of the month 11A fortune at Stake " continued 

the Trevelyan series . Really first 'c l ass reading. 

Rookwood, also in the Boys ' Friend, has also been pretty good . 

The first tale was "Put to the Pro of, 11 and Ji.mny arranges a kind 

of test to make su re wheth er o r not Lattrey has real l y re formed, 

Lattre y passes the test, and the fellows ask the Head to rescind 

the sentence of expulsion on lattr ey . 

The next two tal e s were "Al gy ' a Pa 1 ° and "Betrayed by His 

Ona . " Alg y ' s old friend from High COombe comes as a new boy at 

Rookwood. He is a young waste r who eventually shows him.self in 

his true colou r s and opens Algy 1 s eyes. 

Last of t he month 'The Schoo l boy Investors 11 was nut a ta le 

liked much. It was ab out a scheme for buying War Saving s 

Certifica t es. 
A bus overturned at Hendon , and one person wa s kille d and 18 
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were injured . 
Tom Redwing is back at Greyfriars, and the whole month in the 

Magnet has been de voted to a new Tom Redwing se rie s . The opening 
story was "Tom Redwing ' s Chance. 11 To plea se his son, Kr. Vernon­
Smith endows a scholarship at Greyfriars as a memorial to o ld 
Grey friars boy s lost i n the war. Mr . Vernon-Smith goes to Cliff 
Edge, which is the nearest ra ilway station t o Hawkscliff, Tom 
Redwing ' s home , to se e Redwing. At first, Tom is not t oo keen on 
en te ri ng for th e school, as he wonde r s whEthe r th e Crey fr iars 
fellows might di sap pr ove, 

In °Tom Redwing ~- Hero, 11 Redwing res c ue s Pons onby who has 
fall en ove r a cliff. Pon pr e t ends t o be grat ~ lul , but in t he next 
s t ory , "Bunter to the Re.s cue, 11 Pon is at t he bo tt om o f a 
dispickerble pl o t t o ru i n Redwing's cha nce 6. The tit l e- o f t he 
last tal e o f the month "rom Redwi ng ' s Win" t e lls what happE:ned -
and Redwing is back at Greyfria r s for good. 

We have been quit e a l ot t o ch e p i ctu r es t.his month , and 
the.y have been good. Ivy Close and Ge.ra ld Ames wer t i n ''Missing 
the Tide. " One evening we sa\111 "The Whip" which was qui t e e xciti ng . 
It i& reall y the film of a stag e pla y , and when it wa s on at Drury 
Lane there was actually a horse rac e on th e moving stage. I wis h 
I had se en it . But the picture was qu it t> exciting, 

Bi ll ie Burke an d Thomas Meighan were in 1'The Myst er ious Miss 
Ter r is , 11 and I liked this one. Mary Pickford was in "St e lla 
Maris." Mary Pickford has been ill , and on the newspaper placards 
they print ed "World ' s Sweetheart Dying," but I think she is bet t e r 
now, 

Al 1 t he comic pap ers have a Leo gone up t o 1 ~d . usE::d to 
always have 11The Fi r e fly," bu t it was amalgamated with the Butter­
fly , and now I usually get t he "Butterfly & Firefly. 11 Butterfly 
Bi 11 is on t he front page, and T. E. Dunville (who used to be on 
t he front page of the Fire fl y) is now i nside . There are al so 
Dicky Doenut; Beatrix Buttercup; Andy , the andy man; Toamy Dodd, 
th e tricky traveller; Inspe ctor Spot, and Rushing Rupert, the 
reckless r epo rt er . Some of the se came from the Fire fly. Cheerful 
Char li e Brown is i n a funny s t ory each week, and Dar i ng & Co a.re 
in a detective story. nie se rial is "The Myster ious Mr . Green" 
whi ch is nea r i ng its end, and a new se r ia l called "Doing His Bit" 
is announc ed to sta rt soon. 

I also had the Funny wonder this month , and, o f cour se, 
Charlie Chaplin is on the fr ont page. It also has a good navy 
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st: rial entitled 110,H. H.S . 11 

Fi na lly ) th e Ce.m. The first two stor ie s o f t h t- month we r e " A 

Drawn Game" an d "Th ~ Thr ee Mino rs . 11 These continue d t he &por ts 

cont e st series, and they we r e gr im, But the t h i rd s t or y ' twho 

Sha 11 be Captain ? .. was a r ea 1 win ner. Blake had h ear d a bout t h e 

Greyr-rlar s Re.movt· ha ving a ca ptain . so he th ought it hig h ti me 

that t h t: Fourr h at St. Jlm's had on~ too. Th e rr ouhl e was th a t 

alm o s t evf.r y f e ll ow t n t h e f our-t h f ... lc him!i ~ lf t C' b e th e on e to 

ll ll th, JOb. A tip - top ta l ~ . 
A l -.( · v.- r y gc,c,d and 1,1c,r y amu s l n& was r he n e 'Xt tal t ''Sp<.-Clfi n g 

tht Sht 11.' ' Tho ugh 1t. was act ual ly part 0 1 th \." sp o r t b l·o nt cst 

f t.ho.> t u rm wtn ch can foo l th t" o thds tak.e s Lht po1 nt '>) 11 was 

d t:: l 1.c iuus ly wri r t~n and a gtm. ~rr \ro'On t he t:VL nt t o r th,· fou rt h. 

I I a 11 th'-"' Conrest. strie s ar e lik. t t.h 1s 011'", 1 bha l l ha v~ n o 

L0tnpla1 nts. But I fE:ar Lhc-y Wt' n 't b ,· . 

Tr11· rt 1-:t a ri ~ w :td 11•s .a.n th, N'" bc•r1 Ln . .LLb t a t y , an d t1t l ic-s 

t.•I rh c. I ir s t two b t t, ri."' s ah 1'n11 Nf>w Hou.st."fflb;<;Ct-r' 1 a nd "H,.mct..r thf' 

Hun." Nc l:.o n lk~ hab t o l f'a ve S1 . Prank's fo r a !. lffi l , a rid Mr. 

Kennt-dy Hunt~ r 1.s app u1ntc-d tw us ,·ma bt t' f 1r1 hu; p la ce . Hl 1s a man 

with vc?ry W\"ird id e a s, a11d a barrrng l>ut s crh. ·9 see.mb t o bt> o n the 

wa)'. Jt's all v1.ry lXC1t i ng. 

(EO l fOR!AL COMMENt ''THE SCHOOLl!O) IN VESTORS ,'" m, a t hme d llll • 

month \ ,; Dann)', w3'!t on l y thl' fo url h :,ub.:,tllu ll · ~tu f )' t 1 Ruo k..wc,, ,d 

c:vc r t <• a pi>'a r 1n th, tsoy s ' f't"h-'nd .) 

D..-ar Danny , 

Lt:TTEJ3.. r~ r_ \tr om a Co lch c1Hc r ta n , 
4t h !lar c h 1968 

Rt-c t•nL ly havi n g tht- pl t.>a s ur c •' I ag a 1n t1. . .od1n g yo ur dtl t gh t t ul 

Chr is t mas c, 111[ r· ibut i o n t o t he 196l. Annua 1) T ct\ c,ught th e e nc l o ~Ld 

c u tt ing s wou ld b P o f int, n s t a nd T l'.'VLv e happy rnc-mC"1r1e s o f da y s 

long gone . 
Th e mar ke c sta ll s hav e long c;fnce c t.as, d t o trad t.:! I n t he High 

St r t-e t ~ the Hi ppodrom e 1s now t h e inevit ab l e 81ng o Hal l , the o ld 

Vaud e vl l lr c i n~ st1. ll s t a nd s bu t now use d for furn1tu r tt sto r ag e , 

no Cup s Hotirl for a good meal, bu t at the Hi..a d gatt c 1n u na ( now t ht: 

Came o ) it ii',: bu s ln ,~ss as usua l . and yo u wi l l nc-t e fr om th e cu tting & 

that Gran' s 'B ottl t-s ' stati on s t ill o pt ra t Ps . 

Your tr ams havf> been r e plac e d by a fl ee t o f ere.am and b r o wn 

buses but a las you wou ld get no chan ge from a s h i ll 1 ng today • y our 
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old jou rn ey would now cost you 3/ - . 

I wou ld like you to know how much we have missed your articles 

in the recent Annuals , and trust ou r Edi tor will consider allow­

ing you to contribute to the next edition , and should he ever 

con templ ate dropp i ng your efforts from the monthly Digest tell 

him your loyal supporters (with banners flying) will march in 

protest to his office. 
In conclusion may I thank you for th e pleasure your diary 

ha s pr <.'vided. and trust the Edit or has deci ded to book your spot 

in the forthcaning Annual . 
Yours s inc e re ly• 

ca.m.ulodinum 

Our Colcheste r reader sent Danny an aerial view of the 

village of Layer Harn ey, where Danny's 'gr a n' lived long ago. 

W A N T E D : B .F .L, 1st serie s : Nos. 200, 403, 405, 514, 568 , 

633, 704, 708, 713. B .F .L 2nd se ries: Nos. 105, 257 , 261, 

265, 269, 277, 455 , 615. Union Jack : Nos. 431, 446, 720, 1501. 

S B L. 1st series : Nos. 265, 274 , 282. S ,8 .L. 2nd series : Nos. 

406 , 683, 744 . S.B.L. 3rd se ries ., No. 6. 

BLYTHE, 40 ELLESMERE RD , LONDON. N W 10. 

The Jester 1928 - 38. U per copy offere d , 

Writ~ : F. WESTIIOOD, 9, CHEVIor CLOSE, CHADDERTON, L'.NCS. 

W A N T E D : Magnetp Skipper, Hotspur, Wiza rd, Comics . 

D. HALLETT, 24 BATCHELORS BARN. ANDOVER, HA?n:S. 

FOR EXCHANGE: Wizards 2 (1938), 2 (1939) ; Rovers 1 (1927), 

I (1938); Startler No. 6 (1930); Thr i ll e r s Nos. 54 (1930, 

310 (1935); Topical Times Nos. 305 (1925), 543 (1930); Young 

Britain"si Champion Annuals 1926, 1938, 1947, 1950. 

W A N T E D : Dixon Hawke Libs . or any Thoms on Papers 1939 -

1943. 

McMAHON, 54 HOZIER CRES., TANNOCHSIDE. UDDINCSTON. 
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H A M L T 0 N A N A 
Do You Re!nember? By Roger K. Jenkins 

No. 69 - Gem No. 432 - "In si! .t te of All" 

Tht:- troubl es that Nugent had 'ttith his minor at Crey fT ia rs 

probabl )' turn e d Clmrles Hamilton 1 s mind towards creating the same 

sort of situat ion at St, Jim's, and this duly came about when 

Manne r s minor arrived in 1916. The situation in the Manners famil y 

was pr oba bl y drawn mor e strongly than in Nugent's case, b~cause 

Mr. Hann ~rs was very stern t owards his e lder son, and indulsed th e 

youngE::r one, at the same time blaming Karry Hanners for a l l 

Rcggh . 's misdu ~ds. The drama was accordingly more int e nse a.t St. 

J im ' s for, whereas Nugent was o(te n worried and harassed by his 

younger brother, Manners was far more de.~ply involved , 

Stories that featur C:::d Fifth - formers a t St. J im ' s often ha d an 

unusuall y dramati c thE:me, mainly bE::cause most of the prominent 

Fifth - fonne rs we r e shady charact ~rs . Cutts had ta ken up Reggie 

Manners, who was useful to him as an unofficial fag> and a sour ce 

of income from gambling. Yet thE! pictur e was not overdrawn : 

Cut ts was dep icted as having some good - natured feelings towards 

Hann ers minor until the jun i ors inte rv ene;d sudd t nly and unexpectedl y~ 

after which Cutts' s th ou ghts turned to revFnge i n a particularly 

unscrupulous way. 
At this time, the St. Jim I s s tor ies had be e n r educed to a bout 

a doz en ch apt ers eac h wet!k , and it cannot be denied that t h e pap e r 

had l ost some of its form.er glory, There wer e still plenty of 

incidents, but the in trica te dev~lopments that took place in the 

earlier nuinbers, whi ch made some of t hem seem like minor novels, 

were now no longer possible . 

The story was illustrated by E. E. Br iscoe , and although he 

was an art ist of no i nconsid erable ability in some spheres - he 

was particularly good at buildings - he was undoubtedly one of 

the lea st successful il lustrators of St. Jim's Juniors. Issues 

of the Gem that con ta ine d his work oflen seemed inf e rior because 

of th e str ang eness of the drawings. Perhaps "In -·Spit e of All 11 

would seem a more sat is facto r y sto r y today if it had been ac com­

panied by th e well - l oved illu s trat ions of R. J. Macd o na ld. 
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LET' S BE CONT ROVERS !AL 

.!!2.......!il· IF .. '. 
It was Kipling who, looking i nto the future, swn:ned up 

va rious po.ssibilitles concern ed with th e litt le word "IF, 11 and he 
ended on an opt imistic no te. 

Whittier, mor e despondent , iooked at the pas t , and obse r ved: 
°F or all sad words of tongue or pen, 
Th( saddest are the s e : 'It mig ht have bPen ~ ' 11 

Let us, for a couple of minutes, ad opt Kipli ng' s titl e, but 
fo ll ow th e exampl e of Whitt ie r .. and l ook back . To some exte nt I 
am writing to ngu e i n che ek , for I am a bi t o f a fat ali st. 

Was i t purel y by chan ce that Char les Ham1 lt on b~c ame th e 
world' s most prolific and gr eat es t exponen t of th e schoo l sto ry? 
How d id he first come t o fi nd h is metie r ? 

Unfor tunat e ly , nothing is ex tant of hi s earli es t work . Did 
he , in h1 s tWt-nties , s ee a futu r e f or hi mse lf in sc hoo l s torie s? 
I n t:he Cedar creek series, he U:lls us tha. t he started o ff wit h 
ta l es o f sc hoo l life. Unhapp ily , t he Cedar Crei:.k ya rn s wer e not 
a uto b iog r aphical i n th e s l ighc:est d( gr ee. They were fic t ion to 
the la s t det a i l, and cann ot be r f;.gard1.d as an yt hing e l se . 

Al l th e very earliest of h i s work whi ch we hav e e ver se.en 
compri se d tal es of ad ve ntur e. f t may hav e be en t he succi:ss of 
his few s ch oo l storie s in Plu ck which cau sed him to concen trate 
on fiction of this type. I f St . Jim ' s had not be e n a succe ss in 
Pluck, would his sch ool yarns evt:r have found thei r way into th e 
Gem? Was it me r ely chance which changed his dirt-ction from vivi d 
adventu r e to ivy-c lad schoo l s ? 

ThE: Gem was put on the marke t as a paper for adventure 
stories. Why was the plan changed? If Tom Merry ha d neve r been 
cr eate d, -would the Gem have remaine d an adven tu r e paper? 

Why did th e edito r decid e to close down St. Jim I s i n Plu ck , 
transferring i t to the Gem and amalgama t ing Claverin g with it? 
Why di d not the edito r sugges t t hat both sc hools shou ld contin ue 
at th e same time , Hamilton writing both. St . Ji m' s in Pluck, 
Cl averi ng in the Gem. The obvious explanatl.on is that th e editor 
did not think it possible for one man re gu larly to handle two 
series at the same time . A year later, when Grey friars started, 
he kne-w his man better. 

I f Tom Merry had not gone to St. Jim's and St. J im ' s not 
been trans fer r t:d t o the Gem, would St. Jim I s have las t ed and would 
the Ge.m havt.' been the longest - lived of all the Hamil ton papers . 
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My instinctive answer to both these "ifs" is no~ 
Clea rly if the two world wars had not occurred , the history 

o f boys 1 papers would have been vastly different from what it is . 
If t here had been no war, it is unlikely that Hint on would ever 
have become the edi tor of the Boys• Friend . Hinton was an 
enthusiastic Hamiltonian. Because Hinton became war-time editor 
of the Friend , Rookwoo d was created. An(J, because Rookwoo d was 
created, Hamilton ha d less time to devote to the Gem and Magnet. 

Ha.mi lton Edwar ds had been editor of the Boys I Friend for 
many ye ars, For some reason or other, he l e ft the services of 
th e Amalgamated Press in 1912. We don 1 t know exactly why, but he 
sent elaborately printed letter s to all hi s authors and co lleagu es 
to let them know that he was going. If he had stayed on, it is 
qui te unlikely th at Rookwood would ever have become the mainstay 
o f the Friend. 

111.rough the co urte sy of Bob Blythe, I hav e been privileged 
to browse over some of the letters sent and received by E . S. 
Brooks just before the first world war. In one of them, the 
editor of the Gem urges Brooks to give more warmth to the St . 
Jim's characters when using them, and to make t hem more in l ine 
with the originals. 

In passing, the use of that word ''warmt h " struck me. In 
some ways it was warmth which was lacking in Hamilton's own 
cha racterisati on in the Magnet' a closing years. 

But to go back to the letter. Most of us would comne nd the 
editor who wrote to Brooks in that strain. Surely we should have 
had much better su bstitute stories if that editor had remained at 
the helm. But only a year or two later, Pentelow was writing 
some tales for the Magnet and Gem, and most readers would agree 
that his style and Hamilton I s were poles apart. 

All the same, one can go back to the very early Gem - for 
instance, No. 100 which contained "Kildare of St. Jim

1
a" - and 

find just an occasional sub story whi ch was as harsh as a cinder 
track and as cold as an ice-box. And one recalls that appalling 
Boys I Friend Library of St. Jim's - '-rhe Si lent Three." 

It seems odd that the editorial office passed "Kildare of 
St. Jim's" and "Silent Three, 11 yet a year or two later admonished 
Brooks about a lack of warmth in his St. Jim's writ ing . Probably 
it was a differ ent editor. 

I f th e mould from which Coker was produced had been brok e n 
after t he great Horace was created - or if Horace had not been 
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successful - we should pr obably never have had to endure Grundy of 
St. Jim's, Gunner of Rookwood, and that ot her chap. 

The second world war was, of co ur se, the great guil lotine. 
It destroyed the world of boys' papers as we knew it_ If war had 
not come in the autumn of 1939, the r e is no reason to think t hat 
the Magnet and the Gem would not have con tinued for many years 
more. The Magnet certainly '-'ould hav e done . There would have 
been no stiff - covered Bunter books . 

The Gem. possi bl y, was l ess hale and hea r ty than th e Magnet , 
hut i.t was a pap er o f enormous tradition. It might have faded 
out in thP ne,ct year or two • ft mi ght even hav € bP (:>n amalgamated 
with th e Magn~t. But it was a re s ili en t o ld pap ;:;,r 5 and giant 
clrculations Wlt:'.'IE' not necessa r y i n th ose-, day 1; t o kPe p a pape r 
going. Mon:- t han lik t'-l y the G,·m wu ld hav e bounc \ d bad,. as it 
had don"" h-4 fore , and it might ha ve gene on for many more ye.ar s. 

Th.-r , is no Hunt co what might hav e hap ()E::ned if ..... . All 
chi.. way down t he years , th er~ ar f so many thing s t hat might have 
ta k:·n pl ac e - i £. 

Tf Ye. acc e pt Whitt ier 's mournful c001I1ent that th e sa ddes t 
words in our languag e are "it might hav e> bee n 1 " we can cheer our .. 
!,1..· lvt"S up with the thoug ht c.hat !.he r\ · is some thing to be said f or 
th £ words "it might have b~r n wo r~;e. 1

' 

CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

CHARLES CHURCHILL: r <annot agr< e wl ch you that Handy is just a 
cr ib of Grundy and Coker. He 1s much mor e o f a div ers e chal"acte r 
than either of th e latter. 

In all the r cc('.nt talk a bout blam i ng Handforth for t h~ clo si ng 
down of th E: Lee , so many peo ple have misse d t he vital poi nt I 
think. ·Toe failurt! of th e Lee was due to th e switching of the 
mai n int e rest from Nelson Lee and Nipper who wer e t he stars, in 
th e o ld st:ries , to others incl ud ing Hand forth. Handy was a good 
characte r in the early days, when he was a suppo rt i ng one . Later 
on he seem ed to be th~ main character and Lee and Nipper took 
som~thi ng of a back seat . Han~ was very good in smaller doses, 
but when he was the star t.eek after weel<. one tended to tire of 
him. 

You· seem to agree with me by saying the best of the Lee 
appear ed many yea rs prior to 1933 and is the ve ry point I make. 

Re the blaming of th e author, I fail t o appreciate why th is 
shou l d be so . Surely authors have to more or less fol l ow a line 
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laid down by the Editor . Author and Editor no doubt would get 
together from time to time to decide policy. I seem to remember 
this menti oned in "Between Ourselve s, 11 although I cannot put my 
hand on it at the moment. I'm positive Brooks said somewhere "th e 
Editor and I ha ve been putting our heads together 1

·
1 

- etc etc . 
I am rather vague as t o when the differen t Edi to rs took over, 

bu t it is significant that the Lee d i d not fail while und e r the 
d ire ction of the Edit or in power before 1930. 

BIL L LOFTS: Staff members of th e Amalgamated Press have told me 
that it was the polic y of th e NELSON LEE LIBRARY in th e la te 20 ' s 
and ea rly 30 ' s co plug Hand forth 1.n the stories as much as possibl e 
This ordt:-r camE- from a Di r ec tor who took the view that as Bunter 
had pr actically ma.de the MAGNET by his amusing brilliant character ­
isation, likewis e Handy could boost th e NELSON LEE LIBRARY to a 
healt hy circulation. It is possibl e that becaus e o f this policy, 
readers who may have to l e ra ted Handy in smal l dos es to ok exception 
to having him in l arge chunks, and began to dislik e him. Although 
editors are far from blameless, and hav e to take the blame when a 
paper goes wrong, E. S. Brook s has always b lam e d th e e ditorial 
po licy on the end of the N ,L .L . The r P are two sides t o every 
quest ion, and until we hear the ocher si de and then weigh up the 
evi de nce, I think we should no t t a ke sides. Certainly from all 
accounts, the writings of E .S .B. i n th e last few ye ars of the Lee 
l eave much t o be de sir ed . Ther e for ~ it is lo gic t o assume t hat 
readers at that tim e complete l y ignorant o f e dit o rial matt e rs, 
dr opp ed the LeE b~cause of its poor writ i ngs. E .S .B. must tak e a 
large share of the blame . 

LEN WORMULL: I am on the side of Peter Hanger in thinking that 
192 5 deserves a place in the Gold en Age of the Magnet. The first 
Rebel Series, Bunter Court, a nd the Loder Captain Series, show 
Hamilton at his superb best. They hav e l ong be e n favourite s of 
mine. Had the year produced only one outstanding series, I would 
have acqui esce d. But not with three. However, I fully agree with 
your r e.marks on padding in the later Magnets . I well remember the 
irritation felt having to skip columns of tedious conversation. 
It is tr ue that there were many fine s tor ies towards the end but, 
as Roger J enkins says, after 1935 it ceased to be truly great. 

* * * * * * 



Page 14 

NELSON LEE COLUMN 
CONDUCTED BY JACK WOOD 

E .S .B. AND THE ''MAGAZINE PROGRAMME" 

As it has been seen, from the letter from £ .S .8 . to hi s 
brother . Arthur , Edwy' s fi r st story to be publish ed was "The 
Phantom Volcano" in Yes or No i n 1909. However I a 11 copies at 
the British Museum were destroyed during the war so thef'e I s noc 
much wt can discover about this paper . Still, w~ have th e or igi ­
nal manuscripts , and a copy wi.11 be made available to club mt!mbe r s 
i n the not too distant future. 

In vie w of t he impossibility of throwing any light on "Yes or 
No" we must t urn our atte n tion co the next bit:st thing. And what 
co uld bt! roo r .... app r opr iate' tha n his s ec ond story to be publLShed, 
"The Plag1J.e of We£.ds. 11 As we have seen, this was published in 
th(! Magaz in t: Pr ugrat1111e . So k c I s l oo k at this pa per, But first 
a few background details. 

Th~ Grand Thit..atr e:., Swans t--a was, in 1909, and may still be, 
on( of the" bigges t th,;;-at.rt.!S in th ~ t own. Be:t w-ecn 1905 and 1909 
thie manag er was Edwy' s eldest br ot h ... r, Edward Oswald. During hts 
r ~ign many famous actors appe ared . Amlin g th ost that l, at least, 
r ecog nis~d we r e Owen Nares, M.1rt1n Har vey, and Montagu l! Love . 
Obviously well known in th E:ir rim e wer e the fo ll owing, some of 
whom )'OU may r e-cognise, Edward Compton , Bt>rtra m Wall is, Laun ·nce 
lrving and Edward Lytton, LovE-rs of Gd ber t an d Solhvan will 
also be 1nti;:r t?s t ed cc., lt:arn that t he D'Oylcy Carce Company's first 
touring company appeared th ~r ~ wlth Sydney Granvil lt: and Henry A. 
Lytton. 

Among the pla ys chat have a particular i nterest fo r us ar e 
two Sexton Blake I s and t wo Sher lock Holmes plays . The Sexton Blake 
plays were "Sex t on Blake Detective '' with Hurray Yorke as S_B. and 
Will Glaze as Tinker. This was in August 1907 , the other app eared 
in August 1910 , This was ' 'Hush Honey, or th ~ Disappearance o( 
Sex ton Blak e. '' Leigh Cour tney and Harry Hartley playe d the parts 
of S .B. and Tink er r espec ti vely. The Sherlock Holmes plays wer e 
"The Speckled Band" with Julian Rose as Holmes and Bellenden 
Clarke as Watson, and "Sher l ock Holmes " with H. Hamilton Stewart 
as Holmes and Eri c Morden as Watso n ; both we r e pr ese nted in 1910. 

E .0. Brooks finally left the Grand Theatr e ~ fo r pastures anew 
i n the film world. Before he lef t , however, a special per forma.nce 
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was put on in his honour. A not ice in the Magazine Programme . has 
this to say: · 

Monday Dec. 20th 1909 

Grand Anniversary Night 

To ccmnemorate the completion of the 5th year 
of Edward 0. Brooks' management of the Grand 
Theatr e, an d to fona a complimenta.ry t e stimonia l 
to him as Lessee and Manag er. 

Interesting as all that might be to t he Theatre historian, 
we have ye t to come to the Magazin e Pr ogral!lne and E .S .B.' s 
contributio n. 

For five years , bet ween 19 06 and 1911 the Grand Theatre. 
issued the Magazine Pr og ramme of 16 pag e s, and so ld it at ld . at 
each performa nc e . From t he first, apar t from advertisements and 
details of t he play and cast list it. contained an article of 
general interest. However, in 1909/10 Edwy's brother, Arthur, was 
editor and so it came about that Edwy1 who was not having much 
succflss with getti ng his stori es published, was o f fer ed th e chance 
of earni ng some pocket money by writing a sho rt s t ory for the 
Magazine. Thi s was 11The Plagu e of Wee d, 11 and it appeared in four 
weekly part s, between Apr i 1 and May 1909. His imagi na tion worked 
ove rtim e in th is sto ry , which t old what hap pened to Swansea when 
a bottle containing a new and amazing plant fe rt i l iser ge ts broken. 
The resulting vapour gradually spread i n the wind al 1 over Swansea . 
Before the inhabitants knew what was happening, giant wee ds began 
to sp rint up , or d i nar y flowers g re w to enormous sizes and the 
trees just wer en 't true'. 

In spite of effor ts by the authorities, the s pre a d of flora 
was to o fast and s o, very shortly, instead of a flour is hing town 
t her e was a flourishing jungle. Needle ss to say, the pro fes sor 
turns up tr umps wi th a n antidote, and gradually th e t own returns 
to normal . 

The story must have gone down well because t he whol e story 
was repeat ed in one issue, the week following the last episode -

As a result o f the s uc cess of thi s story, Brooks was asked 
to write ano t her ser ial of six parts. 'This was entitled "The 
Golden Ja guar " an adventure co nc erning the the f t, not of an 
early acquisition of Lady Docker, but of a gold statuette of a 
member of the cat fami ly. 

After this, just for variety, a six part se r ia l appeared 
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written by Mer rick E . Maynard called ''111e Lucky Smash" whi ch was 

8 boy .. meete-girl roman ce, and in case you're wonde ring how Merrick 
E . Maynard got int o this article , and in cas e you had n't guessed, 
it ' s E ,S .B . in di sg uise. 

By this time , Edwy was well established and so he was able to 
connence a series of humorous s t o r ies around an ecce nt ri c charac­
te r cal led Claude Cra nki moor. This se r ies st a r t ed i n February 
1910 and went on for 23 weeks until J uly 1910 . 

Ar ound the same period, and in addition to the abov e:, he was 
also contributing a small 600 word series of articles , a ll of 
whic h had as its subject - laughter, and all us ed t he word 
"laug hter" in its title, Le. "Lau ght er at t he Seasi de," 
111.aughter on Ghosts, 11 etc . For this series he use d th e nan-de -
p lume ''Merr yfe llow" and inmediate ly fol l owing, he ac t ed as 111.ondon 
Corr es pondent" i n which he r e ported on happenings i n the capital, 
an d si gne d himself Llundain Gymdn ! '. 

Aft e r Claud Crank imoor came another lo ng se r ies of humorous 
shor t stori es built ar ound t wo tr amps , Je r emiah Jan ks a nd Mouldy . 
For th is se r ies , whic h lasted fo r sixteen e pi sode s , E .S .B. used 
the pen name of Eclse r Rivers'.~ 

We a r e now in November 1 910 an d wit h the end o f th~se 
humorous shor t st ories came a serla l of seve n parts call ed 1'The 
Test , " a sto r y of hig hwaymen. 

Another se r ial of six parts, an adventure yar n , this time 
set in Africa, fo l lowed ent it l ed 1'The Cave of Spiders. 11 From 
some notes I havt- foun d, Mr . Brooks inte nded to wr ite fo ur serials 
on the same lines, i.e . ad ve ntu r es in Africa. , but for some reason 
they nev ifr materialised. The pen na me t his time was C . Gord on 
Chambers . 

Edwy' s last con tr i bution to th e 1'Magazine Pr ograDl'lle" wa s the 
11Thre e Avengers," using once again the nocn .. de .. plume of Edser 
River s . This serial ran f rom Kar ch until Ju ne 1911 and with 
volume 4 No. 28 dated 17th Ju ne 1911 1 E .S .B. seve r ed h is connection 
with this magazi ne. By th 1s tim t', of cours e , he was well es ta blish · 
ed i n the "Gem, 11 writing "The Ir on I s land . 11 Alt hough his writi ng 
for t he "M .P ." had not bee n rewarding fi nancially, it ha d been a 
most useful t rain i ng gr ound and served as a good apprent i ceship to 
th e much hard er world of boy5 ' pape r s in gene r al. Arthur mai ntai n ~ 
ed his in t eres t i n Edwy's work . Many ye ar s la ter it was he who 
sugges t e d the formation of the St . Frank I s League . He die d 
tra gi cally in a ca r cr ash i n 1937. 
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They were · the grea test of friends, and Edwy always remembered 
with gratitu d~ t he opportunity hi s brother had given him in thos e 
ve r y ea rly days when he was s truggl ing hard to ea rn a living by 
his WTit in gs. 

Excel lent photog raph s of Edwy Searles Bro oks, su itab l e for 
fram i ng , are a vai lable fr om Mr. Bob Blythe at 10/6 which i nc lude s 
postage and pa cking. Mr . Bly th e 1 s address i.s 40, Elle smer e Rd . , 
London, N .W. 10. 

REVIEW 

" BI LLY BUITTER' S CONVI CT" 
Frank Richards 

(Merlin Boo ks 2/6) 

This is a r e print o f Sch oo lbo ys ' Own Libra ry No 211, and is 
a prun t d versi on of what is gener ally kn own as the ErL c Gi lmo r e 
series and which ap pear ed in thr ee Magnets o f ~arly 1928. It is 
an ex ce ll ent s t ory, and makes pleas a nt reading, es pe cially f or 
those who ar e unac qua i nt ed with t he full - l ength origin al. 

AM I OUT OF STEP? Asks Len Wormu 11 

There can be no deny i ng that ROVER AND W'l ZARD has mad e hi story . 
'nte l as t of th e old brigade, unit ed in victory, an d sti ll spu rnin g 
t he pictur e-strips. All very con:mendab l e , goo d va l ue fo r mon~y, 
a nd a c r e dit to a 11 c once r ned. 

I( I can not shout hu rrah it's because I am still puzz l i ng out 
what se n t them to th e t op. But then I am bi ased. Try a s l wou ld 
co· like the Thoms on pap er s, we were c l ea rl y no t mad e fo r each 
othe r . And my bon e of dis conte n t was tho se sc hoo l sto rie s. Ugh~ 
They ke pt dr ivi ng me up th e wal l and ove r into A .P . territory. 
They wer e n' t really sc hool sto r i e s at all, j u st a l ot of ne ar­
morons lar k in g ab out agai ns t a sc hoo l background, You probably 
kno w the typt:s, but here ' s a few of t hem: Squi nt y Walker , Sp oofer 
Taylor, Dodge r Wilso n , Wil y Watki ns , Th~ St onny Orp hans. They at e 
into the pa ges l ike locusts, p i l i ng cr ud i ty upon c r ud ity, Eve r y 
few week s more of their breed would a rri ve t o perpetuate the potty 
pran ks . 

Jap e s? They hadn' t a clue ~ Take this random sample from 
ADVENTURE, 1931 : These two Ginger Nuts o f Honk sden e co llege 

( cont ' d on page 30) .. . 
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BLAKIANA 
Conducted by J OSEPHINE PACKMAN 

27 , Archdal e Road , East Dulwich , Londo n, S .E .22 . 

PED RO HI TS THE H EA DL INE S 
from Ger ry Alliso n 

Under the headin g "Dis gruntl ed Bloo dhound" t he Yorkshire Pos t 
t his week had the following - writt en by North e rner I l : -

'' ONE of the TV pr og raames I don't see a s ufu .n as I should 
like is l he Sexton Blake seri a l. I t comes on at 5. 20 on Monday 
even i ngs , when I ' m chained to my desk and tht leg - irons ar e 
beg inn i ng t o chafe. 

But I hav e managed to catch two or thr et- episo dE-s , and th e 
cha r acti::r who fascinate s and at th e same time puzzles me i s 
Pedro, Sexton Blake's bloodhou nd. 

I n one episo de Bl ake 1 s a sshtant, Ti nker, a l ong with Pedr o 
and a girl, was trapped in a dark tu nne l. Sudd enly th e. girl 
gave a sc r eam. "Som.ething, " she to ld Ti nke r tr emul ousl y, "ran 
over my feet . " 

"Rat s," e xp laine d Tinke r succinctl y. 
Pedr o ' s response to a wor d which I shou l d have thought would 

ma.lee a blood hound 's blood boil ,.,.as ab so lutt>l y nil. No hin t of 
excitement animated his sad -s ack feat ur e s. No tw itc h of the 
pendulous t:ars bftraye d that he 'd even heard what Tinker sa id . 

Ar e rats, l asked myse l f , ben eath a bloodhound ' s contempt, 
then? Do bloodhounds leave such small fr y to te r riers ? 

On further ac quaintan ce with Pedr o I realised that his lack 
of r esponse i s a permanent featu re of his behaviour. Bla ke and 
ti nk er do their best to get him in to the act. "Let's go , Pedr o~ " 
they bark, or, "After him , Pedr o~ 11 but it s water off a duck • s 
back. 

If Pedro t r oub l es to give t hem a glance its a weary, bore d, 
disenchanted g lance, which I inte rpr et to mean : "Do me a favour , 
chaps. Knoc k it off, I'm just not in th e mood. 11 

In short, a lt hough Pedro is in the serial he is not of it , 
and I've bee n pondering the r easo n for his almos t tot al lack of 
in terest in all the excitement tha t goes on around him. 

It may simply be that he I s fe d to t he teeth with the tir esome 
mechanics of film-making . They invo l ve hours of han g i ng about 
on t he p layers' part while the cameramen, lig h ti ng expe rts , 



Page 19 

s ound-mixe r s an d the rest o f th e technicians get ready to start 
shOo t ing. Human actors can pass the t ime by manicurin g their 
na i ls, r ea ding th r illers , doing cross-words, answering thei r 
fa n -mail and drinking p ink gins. But these h obb ie s are not ope n 
to a bloodhou nd . 

He just has to lie ar oun d unt il he ' s actually needed on the 
sec, and who can blame him if, by that time, hi s boredom is 
beginning t o show? 

An alt~rnaciv~ th e or y is that. Pedr o is a Method actor of the 
moros e Marl on Brand o breed. Wht:n Tinker barks ! 11 1..E't 's go, Pedro;" 
the hou nd' s appar ~nt lack of response may be a ma:.terpiecP.. of 
r e s era ined and s ubt le ace i ng . 

Wt co old pc-rhaps a ppn.-c iat e chis be c cer if th i' d i r t' ct o r had 
th e wit c.o givf' us a c l ose .. up of Ped ro' s fac e , an d l et us see tht­
emo tton ~hi C'h hE- is expre:ssi ng with his ~ ~ -

Howe ver, I think I. 1 v~ de vin e d "'hat makes Pedr o t ick. As h e 
conc P.tv es hls r olf. i n th t? Se xt on Blake o utft c he is enti rel y mis n 
ca s l . He do f:s n,t s~r h i mse l f a s om : o f yo ur feve r ishly active, 
t r ade · ' i:m·~down , se iz e .. ' <:m b l oo dh ound s . Hi- see s him se lf as t he 
canin t' counterpart of H)' Crt. • I t Ho lme.s j o ( whom brother Sherlo c k 
sa id : 

1tvou wonde r wh}' i t Ls that Mycr o ft does not use his powers 
for de tective work , Ht:' is incapable of it . " 

"But, 11 sai d Dr . Wat so n, ''J thought you said . ...... '." 
" r sai d chat h"' was my superior in obs e rva c ion a nd deduct i on. 

Ii th e work of th ~ de tective b t"gan a nd e nded in rtas o ning from an 
amchai r J my brot he r would be th t gr eat e st criminal a gent tha t 
t'.ver l ived. But he has no ambiti on and no ~nt::r gy. He "10uld not 
c v(:n go out of hi s way t o verify his own so lut ions." 

That is Pe dro's kind of d e tt:ctive . He t hinks he ought t o be 
sit tin g i n Sexton Blake's armchai r r easoning i whilst Blake and 
Ti nk e r do all the leg -work. 

The way th i ng s ar e now, hE: fee ls he ' s leading a dog's l ife 
and mak es no bones about showi ng it. It's high time the script • 
write r s · gave Pedro a fair c rack of t he whip. 11 

The ab ove. article so amused me tha t I wrote t o Northe r ner II, 
and sent h im a copy of the Se>tton Blake Lib rary which carries a 
fine por trait of Ped ro as a fron t cover. (No. 71 New Seri e s, "Th e 
Bl oodhou nd' s Revenge" by W. Hurray Gr aydon, dated 30/11/26). It 
was from ou r club li bra r y, and ha ppe ns to be in perfect co nd itio n, 
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wit h the staples removed, the pages re-bound, and the covers pro­
tected by transpasea 1. 

I suggested that Northerne r II might like t o compare t he 
appearance of Pedro today with h is looks in 1926. 

Well, I r eceived a most appreciati ve l e tter i n reply, which 
began : ... 

Dear Mr. Allis on, Bless you for sen ding me "The Bl oodhoun d' s 
Reve nge. " Took me right bac k ...... . . 

The letter finis hed • 11Have you see n i n t onight I s Evening 
Pos t chat your Pr es ident is coming to England this year? For the 
ope ni ng of th e new musi cal "Odds on Jeeves. 11 

·That I t hough t 'iilas a very n i c e qu i d pr o quo , but the matter 
di d not en d the r e, Two days lat er, a furth er art i cle appeare d in 
the Yorkshire Post - th e cit le was ''The Bloodh ound 1 s Revenge . 11 

Look out fo r a reprint o f i t in next month I s Col l ecto rs' Digest. 

* * * * * * * 
BLAKE ON TELEVISION By Deryck Harvey 

Rediffusion's televisi on se ri es fe aturing Sexton Blak e has 
had it s critic s, and Laure nce Paynt- ha s bee n suggest ed as one of 
th f a cto rs l east likely to take th e ti t l e r oltt. But is it poss i bl e 
an y l onger t o port ray th e Great Detective s ucc e ssf ully on scre en? 

Pers onally , I doubt it , It could be that Blak e ' s ve ry own 
Baker Str ee t i mage is against th e dash he should cu t t o ascend the 
audienc e popularity rat i ngs . Too many viewers may see h im as a 
dat ed hero , reappearing perhap s t oo soon a f ter the reign o f th e 
spi e s and specia 1 agents . 

The Great Detective's appeal has always lain in the fact that 
he i s an "ord ina ry man' s " hero, a fellow who us e s h is powers of 
obser va tio n and inte lli gence to a remarkabl y a cute degree. Partly, 
th e bas is of his popularity has been h is r eaders ' identification 
with their idol . 

This is exactly t he point. The s pies and secret agents have 
ta ken t he ad vent ur e yarn severa l stages farth er beyond th e r ealms 
of possibility. Wherea s Blake ha s always lar gely depended upon 
h is plausibility .. contempor ary he roes ar e deliberately incredible 
and inc redulou s . 

Rona Id Marr io tt, Rediffusi on 's pr oducer. and his team, have 
cannil y set the new se rie s in the 1920&, where Blake is less 
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obvi ously to be seen competing with the newcomers. The danger 
he re was th.at the se r ies would appear not only a period piece but 
a museum piece as we l l. 

Let me declare at once, as a younge r Blake enthusiast, th.at 
I fee l t his dang er to have been overcome qu ite cleve rly . The fact 
chat th e series is set in period seems posit i vely one of its 
strength s ; no t only ar e the chara ctt!rs more cr ed ible, but so is 
th e formula that contai ns them. 

nw real d i.fficu lty of de pict i ng Blake on s creen is that he 
i s un l 1kely to mea s ure up to one's mental i mage of him, conjur€:d 
from so man y books . Mr . Payn e 's portra yal gf:!ts better t he more 
you watch it, but if he can not shape up co a l egen d, that is 
hard Ly an a cto r I s fault~ 

His dtt e ct i ve eme rg es as a man o f i nt e llect and tol er ance far 
mor e. t.han a man o f a c ti on. Necess arily, on screen, Blak~ has t o 
be hi s own narr a.cor, de-tailing e ach problem be f or e spelling out 
it s c oncl usion . This t e nd s to hold t h t act io n back . 

A surp r is"" of th e s erif' s ha s bee n t he undoubted success of 
Roge r Foss ' Tinker. Simply , it work s i y E-t iL 1s next to impossible 
to ima gi ne one o t today's super' heroes with a Cock ne y yout h - or 
any youth at all - fo r hi s ai d !:!. TI,ankful l y, Ti nke r _.111 ne \/er b e 
s ophis tic at ed. 

But generally , and thi s is particularly tru e of t e l evision, 
a chara cte r can only be as good as his sc ript Max Oberman' s 
four - part s erial, "Th e Great Toog Mystery , 11 wh i ch e nd ed in December, 
was notic eably very much be tt e r than that lrth ich go t the series 
und e r way a few weeks pr ev io usly. 

I seem to remember Blake fighting the fi ~ndish Chinese (as 
, opp osed to the respectable Chinese) on o th e r occasions; and in a 

pr e - war film, "Se xton Blak e and th e Hood€d Terro r , u whi ch I was 
lucky e noug h to see earlier this year , the arch vi lla in was 
similarly named the Scorpion . 

No, i t is not the period , nor nec ess aril y the stories. that 
make it (pe rhaps) imposs ible to bring Blake to lif e on television . 
What baulks may be the longer - standing e n thusi ast' s pr e conception 
of the Great Det ec tive , probably mingl e d with nos tal gi a fo r many 
pleasant reading hours l ong past . 

Well . I, fo r one, do not believe in living in the past, and 
Blake has n ever done so. After 70 ye ars . several generations of 
Blake e nthusiasts must have form e d their own impre s sions o f the 
fellow. I hop e that future generations have the chance of doing 
so, both in books and on the television . 
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THE MAN WHO MADE SEXION BLAKE 
(con ti nued) 

By C . A . J . Lowder 

Let us say that Blyth was a well-respected writer, who used 
detec tive themes to advantage in his work - f or 1 certainly, if we 
ta ke my five tales as in any way representative of his output, 
Bl yth seems t o have more of a predilection than most of his coll­
eagues for the hero who has been wrongly accused of sane crime, 
even if it not alway s a de t ective, as such, who in the end sorts 
out the wrongdoer from t he innocent. 

But detectives, in the late '80s and early ' 90s of th e last 
century were very well received in even the politest society. It 
was the era of Fergu s Hume, Conan Doyle, Lawrence L . Lynch, Dick 
Donovan, James M'Govans, and many more. Doubtless the enterpris­
ing Editor of t he Marvel saw in his mind's eye the gold that coul d 
be mined from this particular source. 

By 1893 Sherlock Holmes had appeared in three books, with a 
second series of short stori es still running in t he Strand Haga• 
zine; ''Dick Donovan," a very popular success of the time, had 
written a number of tales, more or les& fictional, centred around 
himself; Bracebridge Hemyng' s Jack Harkaway s , pere et fils, were 
ere:onced i n the public's aff ections. 

Obviously, the thing to do was to create a se ries. Not a 
se rial, with ending - but an emulation of the lk>lmes saga that 
could, if necessary, be car r ied on ad infinitum, or as long as it 
remained popular. And, of course, popularity could always be 
boos ted by making the detective .. such, because of his appeal, was 
the obvious choi c e • into a real person. 

So - "Some time ago we arranged with Mr. Sexton Blake, the 
celebrated detective .. . " So .. ''Long ago and with irresistible 
acclaim the world gave Gideon Barr, the famous detective ... " 
What could be simpler? 

We can say, then , that Blake was created for a market, and 
that, to a ce rtain ex te nt, he was based on Sherl ock Holmes . 

But based on Holmes only in that Conan Doyle had proved that 
such a series could justify itse lf , and the Editor of the !ihrvel 
was keen on , so t o speak , cashing in on the former 1 s triumph - a 
not unreasonable desire on his pa.rt. 

However, to say th at Blake was nothing more than a carbon copy 
of Holmes would be foolis h in the extreme, The man who ran the 
Harvel was Editor enough to realize that such a r eproduction , 1f 
it was ever envisaged, could on ly end in disa ster for Blake ·. And 
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a swift one a t that. 11le public can only take in a certain amount 
of overlapping. 

It is probable that, at this s tage in the Editor 's reading of 
the case, the i dea of two, or mor e , chroniclers for his pet detec­
t ivE-. fir s t came t o mind, For two or t hree di fferent styles of 
writing would convincingly demolish any reader' s grouse that the 
on l y t hing "d iffere nt" ab out Sexton Blake was h i s Christian name. 
But that , aga in , is conject ure. 

I do think it probable, however - ext remel y so, in fact, even 
wit h th e sc ant y ev idence at our d is posal - t hat Blake was ''made to 
l as t . 11 

How e l se ca n one explain the continua l r t=-fer en c e s t o him in 
the t ext o f the Editor' s weekl y column ? Of cour se, this can , I 
su ppose, be acc ount e d for by the fact that , in th ose days , anyt h ing 
that co uld be bro ught i n to increase the. popu larity of a char acter , 
an d conse qu e ntl y improve the sales of t he pap er in which he was 
appearin g, was consi de red fair game. But th e r e f ere nc e s to Blake 
ar e t oo numer ous for th is ex planation t o hold much water . 

Ne lson Lee, liihO was to contin ue in his care er fo r ano the r 38 
yea rs, never had as much pub h. city - and he , t oo, was a Har ve l 
c r eatio n , and a r ecognizab l y goc,d one at that . Gideon Barr, ou t. 
of the same s t a bl e , at t he same time, with t he same glare o f 
lights upon him, pr obably did n't tven su rv ive t he deca de. And 
what ever hap pened to the rest of the det ective f or ce o f t he Marvel 
- Andr ew Foster, Donald Cliff ord (th e "Sea DetE:ctive " ), Arthur 
Raymond , and ot hers t oo nwner ous to ment i on ? Well , some ended up 
at th e altar- r a i l when t he cas e had fin is hed - but th i s fate d id 
not happen to all. Most jus t appear e d for one i ss ue, the n faded 
int o oblivio n . 

And t he only r eas on f or this - that I can give - was tha t the 
Edi tor o f th e Harv e l simply was not i nte r es ted. He had his own 
par t icular 11white hope 11 

.. Sexton Bl ake . 
Pe rhap s, on th e understandin g that we mu s t no t probe too 

deeply , i t might be as we l l t o take a brief look at t he mind - the 
so ul , if you wis h - t ha t d r ives the aver a ge Edit or. 

Because o f his ve r y pos i tion, he ca n be said to be of a b r eed 
ap art fr om the normal j ournalist o r wr i ter. He cont i nually has t o 
j ust ify his ex i stence . And to do this he has to have an ori gi nal 
mind; he has t o be always on the lo okout for new ide as whic h he 
can fashion to the requ i reme nts of his own particular paper or 
journal - to make it be t ter than th e r est . (to be con tinued) 
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THE POSTMAN CALLED (Interesting items fraa the 
' I Editor' a let t er - bag) 

JOHN HcQUADE (Didsbury): I would llke to say how much I enjoy 

rtading Collectors' Digest, especially the sections on Charles 

Hamilton, Danny's Diary., and the Neve of the Clubs. 

BILL LOFTS (London) : I am somewhat puzzled as to what exactly 

Christopher Lowder ls ge tting at in his articl e. The re is ce rtain ­

ly no mystery about Harry Blyth or his writings . Indeed ; I ha ve 

gathered enough information about him. through the yea r s t o almost 

write hi s b iog raph y . Br ie fl y., bf-fo r e hie Harmsw<>r th wr itings he 

\ro'AS a cr ime ... r e porter, e ditor, and publisher; hav ing his O\in Harry 

Bl yt h 1 s Christma s Annua l eac h year. Accord ing to thE: o f fici a l 

hist or y ot S..xton Blak e I n the r e cord s of FLEETWAY PUBLICATlONS, 

W. H. Bad e a f onne r Dir ect or was the man "'ho put Sexto n Bla ke right 

on hls path to fame. Not on ly did he us e hlm first i n th e U .J. 

a s I weekl y f eatur e, but he was the man who suggeste d and br ought 

out the famous SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY i n 1915. Whil st I agr ee that 

Der yck Harvey has good points on th e merits of Se xton Blak e on 

T. V · • 1t cannot bi:: t oo s tr ongly emphasise d tha t thi s prograD1ne is 

a child r en ' s prograo:me. Acc.ording to fle e tway, and the T .V. con­

tractors , 1t is highly successfu l , and lots o f furth er se ri es are 

contemp lated . Per ,tonall y, as an adult , I find Blake is too sho rt, 

Ti nke r t oo b i g , and Mr ti. Bardell compl Pt e ly miscas t, dea r o ld 

Pedro being nothing more than an orname.nt . 

P . N JENKINSON (Harrow-on - the - Hill) : I read wi th interest t he 

article on th e two Kerhn Bessie Bunte r books. Having just r ead 

' 'Bt'ssle Bunter of Cliff House School," before I r e ad the t wo Merlin 

books, I al&o noticed the big character change in Bessie Bunter , 

because of the d iffe r en t 1rri t e rs. I di d not llke them very much. 

Miu E. B , FLINDERS (Hitch in): I hadn't coa,e acrou th e CU ff 
House s t ori es in the Merlin books . As a lltt l e girl I took th e 

"Schoo l Fr iend" every week . The world of Cliff House waa mor e 

r ea l and much nicer than the real world. It was these stori e s 

made me want to illustrate school stories . I was al r eady working 

for the Amal . Pres s when ''Cliff House" was r e introduced into the 

'Sc hoo lg i rl . ' I was very d isappoi nted that so many charact ers 

1¥ere change d . As you know Mr . Ransome wrote moat of the f i rst 

se ri es a nd J ohn Wheway the second, but although the second lot of 

storie s were wr itten with more efficiency they lacked th e fee ling 

•nd hUDOur of Hr . Ransome 11 . I like to think it w•s me that 
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brought Jemima Car st a irs ba clc into t h e sto ries . Th ree pe op l e 

wr ote a bou t t h i s character. She started her car ee r a t K:>rco ve .. 

I t was he r father, C'.aptain Car atai r s who was the famo us pla ywr ig ht 

and the Horcov e stor ies we r e about one of his plays . In the end 

Jemima got r ather badl y bu r ned rescuing i t from t he schoo l fu r nace. 

He r fat he r to ok he r away from Horcove an d sent her to Cli ff Houae . 

Sh e was my fav ou r ite cha ract er t here .. l az y , clev e r and humorous. 

Habe l Lynn "'1&8 always t he best act re ss and Barb a ra Redfern was a 

go od al l ·ro und e r. It seems to be a p ity t o a l te r t he characters 

like this. It is much better to hav e a new sc hoo l altoge th er t ha n 

offend all the o ld readers. 

FRANK CASE ( Bramc ote): I t occur r e d to me that t he following 

e xtr act from a. rev iew in the 1'New Statt!Sman 11 o f Feb 23r d, might 

be of inte re st. 
' He r ea ds t hem. all da y. Dozens of chem . Dir ty t hi ngs.• 
1 Where ·ar e the y? Br ing them down, 1 said my fa ther. I went 

upstairs a nd came ba ck wit h abou t twenty or th irty gru bby 1'Ma.gnecs 11 

and "Gems . " 
'Good godfathe r s' u.id my father, not touching t he pile , fo r 

he ha ted du st an d d i rt. 'I give you your Saturday penny , and that 

f.s what you are doing wit h it , Wast ing the money I ear n. I 

s uppo se yo u t hi nk you ar e so su perior because you have a fathe r 

who has h is own business, and you spend right and le ft on muck 

Hke t h is. ' 
'I borr owed t hem. A boy lent them to me. ' 
1 A man is knqwn by t he company he ke eps, ' said '!IY father. 

And getting up, his face greenish with di sgus t , he threw the lot 

in th e fireplace an d se t fire to them, 
From 'A cab at the doo r ' by V .S . Pr itc h ett 

A part ial e xplana tion, no doubt , of why su rv iving •grubby 1'Magnets 11 

and 11Gems' 11 fe t ch suc h prices t o da y --
A pas sing thought : upon r e - rea di ng the above, it stri ke s me t he 

write r 's fat her was rather inconsistent; as he hated dust and dirt, 

he would not touch the pap ers , but he apparently had no compunction 

about t hr owing them in the fi re. By remote cont r o l, possibly --

SALE: Gems, N . Lees, S. 0. Libs., S. Blakes, Marvels, Boys Friend 

Libs., Bunter Books , Annua l s. S .A.E . please. No ca llers . 

F BOITOHLl!Y 48 DOWNHILl.S. PARK ROAD, LONDON, N .1 7 . 
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NEWS OF THE 
~ 

CLUBS 

H<e ting hel d March 9th, 196.8 
Elsie Taylor opt:ned t he me~t 1ng .. deput1 .L1ng f or th e cha 1rman 

- c.all e d away sudd£n l y by th e St:'I i OUb i llness uf h1tt moth t r. Als o 
Jaclo.. Woc d act i>d fo r th e. sec r etary who l !, still t-nJoying a t t:mpera ­
c.ure of 961. i n Ausuaha. Lucky lass'. 

Afltf tli r m1nut ..-s and tht- mout h ' s t.o rr ~ sp oud ...-nc ... had bf-t::n 
dra lt with, t ht librari a n ha d toCJn,,. 1nt..t1 ! &t1n~ uews . f < ll uwi ng a 
l1:tc ... r o f hi s 1n th t Yor ksh1 rt Po:, t, pr 1\ t, ::,t 111& a~a ins t 3 r ... ft"r · 
r llC 't' lfl a LT H k, · t 3t l h .. !, t o 

1tf• t fr Vr hd l'llc1 ~1f tal ilf 1~ t. l (...1,m tr i .,. 

buco r s co c.;EM and MACN£! 1 ' Gd r y wa'=> v1 ::, 1 c .. d by a 1..- po n ic: I • 

A l ung and ..,1Cc1::ll r n t art1c.. lc en tht clu b , with a good photo o t 
ch~ lib rar i an appear t d i n ch ~ Yur·k.sh1r..- Po&t on Fri day . Ftbn iar y 
23r d. Ove r tWl' dozi-n l~t.trr:s r t su l ud . b11:1g1ng lw e, l'l,:-w c lu L 
11,'-mbt-n1. A lady 1n H..-adin g lt ·Y < rf c.r t..d u s thot" uS t v t htr 

1
l argl · 

£ lc-gant dra\oling r oom t o r ou r m· t11,g:. .' 
Fi na lly, lh'- b.& .t. lll t.ph o111d ln--rr y , ~nd askc.d 1f ht- would 

app,:-ar o n th(1r pr 0gr a.11m:i.: ' LcoJc: Nert.ti.' A& ~ rr y's doct or ad vis e d 
.sgain:.t th is , Ct.!,, ffny Wild 'l,.C has sttp pld t nto thi' brPac h1 and a 
pt ogr armh- is u · be- f 1lmt"d 1.w1th books lr vm th e clu b lib rar y) and 
fn1ll Gcvffr~> ' :, u1.wn c ullr c.ti <.,n. 

w, tht11 gul d c,wn t o th f. l YH11ng' s ptc.•g1atJ1De . rt €m 1 wa s 
ca lh·d J UST A MINUTE. Mtmbtr s drn., a o lip g11nn g a t op ic o n 
.... h1ch th t'y ha d t <· ~pi-ak for 60 St""1..ond s. s,-.uir Wt-rt .. hobby s ub j ~ct s 
.... '' Why l Enjoy Schuol St o r H ,b, 11 or o th E:r s such 81, t1W0uld T Fin d 
Rll"'Liffmcnt Boring " At th e 1;1td , v, r y membu vvt~ d ti 1 r th f. thrcr 
talks tht-y thou ght th e beEit _ W1.nn ers wer t::: (l ) Elsi e Tayl or ... 1 My 
ravourit c l Ompcistr' , (2) tom Roach 'A Oetf'ct1v e Story 1 Reme.Dlbe r'; 
(3) Harry Lavender ' Comic Paper s ' . 

Th~n foll owed a word game when ~ eac h membH pr ovi dEd a c lu e 
which had to bf" built up lett er by let t e r. Example . A FAT BOY 
YOU COllLO EAT. Gerry Allison won, and Ron Hodgs on and Myra 
Al Us on ti ed for second p lace 

Aftt: .r much n H .de d r efreshme nt s and conve r sation , th e last i tem 
was a Vi r y amus in g article from a loca l paper entitl ed "Real Boys ' 
Fritnd Stuff." Thi s descri bed t hc.. r omant i c ris ~ of Le.~ds Unite d , 
wi th a v i vid des cripti on of th e Cup Final at Wembley on Hay 8th, 
wr itten i n th e sty l e of the Boys' Fri end Librar y. This bro ught 
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the meeting to a hilarious end . Nex.t meeting Saturday April 13th , 
The Annual General Meeting. 

NORTHERNER II I 

MERSEYSIDE 

Meeting held Sunday . March lOth. 
The highlight o f this meeting was the visit of Tom Porter. 

Tom had takr::n the oppor tu n ity of his visit to Liver pool to have a 
look ac our Cathedrals before coming to the meeting. I was 
plE:a se d about this, not just b~caus e of thr:: Cat he drals, but I was 
a liu le afraid that the spars e att e ndanc t::. o f our meetings might 
make him fee l that his j ourney was a was te of ti me, I ought co 
have known bett e r o f course. Tom r ~ali~es our pos it ion, and he 
him&t l f is su ch a good O .B .B .C . man that his m€r ~ pr E:sF.ncE- at a 
mee t i ng is sufficient to make it worth whil e holding that meeting. 
I think he must be t he mos t travel l ed member of all the c lub s. 
If it wa i:; ,..ve r d l>ci de d to app oi n t a r oving ambassad or f or the 
O .B .B ,C. t he n I have no doubt that Tom Porter would qualify for 
the job . 

0 .B .B .C. matters in general we re d iscusse d . 
t ha t for any club to succeed its members must not 
but also tolerant. Some meetings are bound to be 
As TQ:n him se lf put it, if he had been discouraged 
he would hav e l ef t his c lub years ago. 

We a 11 agreed 
on l y be loyal 
disappointing. 
by a bad meeting 

Tom brought his usual qu iz along and this was won by Jim 
Wal sh with Pat Laffey and I sharing seco nd place. Tom un fort unat e­
l y had to leave early to catch his train back to Birmingham. I 
would like to thank him on behalf o f all our members for coming . 
He is, and always will be. a ve r y we lcome visitor . 

I woul d like to refer to our Febr uary meeting. Unfortunate 
ci rcum stances prevented the sending in of the rep ort . It woul d 
be wrong, however, to pass it by without mention i ng t.hat we had 
th e p l easure of Frank Case's company once aga in. Frank i s never 
considered to be a visit or in th e normal sense of the word. He 
is one of our best members and it is bad lu ck for those of us on 
Merseyside that he should be living so far away. 

We were also pleased to welcome Mr. Cunliffe of St. Helens 
who is a ntomson papers fa n and also had a good collection of 
comics, some of which we had the pleasure of seeing. I hope that 
in time he will become one of our regular members . 
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Bill Gally in his quiz took us on a celeatial journey, I am 

afraid, however, that most of us were lost amongst the galaxies 

and it wae good to get back to earth to Frank Unwin' s always 

popular cr iss .. cross qu iz. Unfortunately timt prevented us from 

completing this . 
Thf: po1itman brought us a ll a pleasant surpris e in th e shape of 

Frank Unwin' ·s ntwsletter. There is no doubt th at Wen Frank gets 

t i> work he ca n produce the goo ds and his lat est t. ffort \ol'&S eve ry 

bit as good as any pr eviou s POghorn. 
The next meeting will b• on SUNDAY, APRIL 1l!!. at 6.J o p .m, 

8 LLL WINDSOR 

~ 

Meetin g he ld Februa r y 27th. l968 
The attendance was lower than for some time, only e i ght were 

present. 
The r e was a spate of correspondence from absent members and 

Bi ll Morgan though absent donated the raffl e prizes. 

The Anniversary number t hi s month was unusual - The Thrlt l er 

No . 421 dated 27th Feb. 19)7. and the Collectors' item was also 

unusual fo r it was Pt:g' s Paper No. 228 , a 1923 is sue of a .... eu .. 

known gi rl s• paper . Both thes e items were br ought a long by Tooa 

Portt:r. 
Ct .... u. an in fo rmal evening and Iv a n Webster did a few jingles 

on Lhe pian o at th e start of th e proce edings . 
A film presented by George Chatham on ' lThe Ponsnett Rail way " 

was sh~n with appropriate musical background. This was a 

fa scinating film because of its l ocal inte r e st and the mee ting 

a ppre.ciated very much George Chatham 1 s effort in bringing i t along, 

There will be a nother film at the March meeting on the narrow 

gauge railway s of wales. 
There was an excellent talk on his collection of press cuttings , 

le t ters from hobbyists, etc. Ray ha s an unusual approach to the 

hobby and in this talk quite lived up to his reputation, It 

r ea 1 nded membe r s of Barry Brost er' s Black Book and Jack Corbett's 

scrap book. It ls to be hoped that Ray will give us ano t her talk 

and show us anothe r selection of cuttings in the near future, 

There is a change from the arranged programne nex t month when 

the t rea surer was to have been . in charg e of the proceedings , 

lnatead th e meeting will be an informal one and the film alrea dy 
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mentioned will be s hown . Thia will be on 26th March at the 
Birmingham Theatre .Cen tr e . 

J . F . BELLFIELD 
Correspondent . 

There was a note of sa dn ess at th e Crickl€cwood meet in g on 
Sunday, Mar ch 17th when the cha i nnan, Len Paclanan, told of t he 
pas sing o f Franc i s Bro oks, an oth er l i nk with the past sevt! r e d . 
Mr s . Br co k s ha d be en ve r y he lpful co th e cl ub r e h~r late hu sba nd, 
Edw;, S'-arh ,s Brook s', manuscripts e tc. Thanks t o Len Padcman, a 
s u it a b t.. ::ioht·ath Clf fl CJwe r s was s t"nt on be.ha lf o f c lub an d ano th e r 
on b'-"ha l t o f Len and J os i~ Pac kman, hob and la ura Bl y t h t' . 

L i br a ri an s , Rog..,r Jt-nkinb an d Bob Bl y t h .:: co l d of cont in ue d 
go od pr ogr e ss in bot h th£:ir r'-·sp ...-c r tv i? se cti on s. 

Don Webs te r , Bob Acraman and Bi 11 Hubbard agr ee d t o form a 
c ommitt"' e co a rr ang e fo r a 11 Cutur ~ pr og rammEs. Mt>mbc r s co submit 
i dea s wc.11 i n advanc e f o r possib l ~ 1nc lu s 1o n. Th i s att 1:'r a 
l Ecngthy d isc 1.1ssi on. 

Prank Ve rn on· Lay ha d b r ought co pi ts o f new Me r li n pap c~r - ba ck 
"Bi ll y Bunt e r ' s Convict " and stated an othe r Grey f r iar s s to r y was 
in ch, o f fi ng p lu s two mor e o f Cl1 ff HousC' . Whi 1s t o n th e subj e ct 
o i Merl i n books , Bob Bly t he st at ed that th e n " wa s a possibility o f 
somt" Nrls on .Lt·t' ones be i ng pub lis he d in th e fu cun . . 

'' What J dt-t es t About Hamilt oni a ' ' was t h e t i tlt- o f a pap t-r 
giv t' n by Rcg,-r J enkins. This was t horC'ugh l y e nj oye d an d fflt>mb~r s 
cOODlents wi l l b~ giv e n at th e n t-.i<t me eting. 

With Don Wt bSt t.·r ta k ing th ~ ch air, Er1t Fa}n i", Len Packman 
and Bob Blyth e we r ci una ni mously e lected Vict:"-Pr e sid ('nts o f th e 
c l ub, 

Bi 11 Norris, th e hos t, condu ctE-d a lin 1.. q1.1i z. Th '-'"' Urst, 
sec ond and third pla ces \ole r f' fill e d by Eric Lavr e n ce, Roge r Je nkin s 
and Don Web ster . 

Fr om "Magnet" number 1415, 1'The Sleuth of Grey fr i ar s " Ra y 
Ho pkin s r ~ad a coupl e of very humorous chap t e r s . A sequel to th is 
read ing will tak t place next mont h whtn t he t wo pair s, Pot t e r and 
Gr eene, Church and McClur e wi l l be th e su bjec t s o f a debat e and 
di sc u ss i on . Mar j ori e Norr is r ea d an i t 1,11 f rom a r ec e nt issue o f 
11The Evening Standard" and Len Packman r ead th e two newspaper 
it ems that Gerry All ison had sent . All pertai ni ng t o the hobby . 

A very fine pr og ram:ne ha s been ar r anged fo r the Da ll is Hill 
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meeting on Sunday , April 21st. , Bob and Laura Blythe bei ng the 

hosts. With votes of thanks to 8111 and Mar j or ie Norris , our 

Crick l ewood hosts, for splendid hospital1cy , it was homeward 

bou nd once again. 
UNCLE BENJAMIN 

AM I OUT OF STEP (cont'd from p . 17) .•. 

(desc r ibed as aristocratic) w1:>re always dr t:aming up wond~rfol (? ) 

wht..£1Zi;!S. They lcav~ schoo l on some pre.text and return as new boys 

disguised as Afriun Zulus, complt-!tt. with war - patnt and spear s 

[n tht" classroom the!!H V t is spca r · pr oddt..d int o watching a cari · 

catur ~ of himself being drawn. And some chink Bunte r' s African 

pnnct: impt..r sunat ton far · f~tch"" d: Ar 1 :»t .. , Sir Wi 11 i am Wib lt:) '. 

HOTSPUR was th .. b c.Ltvr ptopo::.lli on. Put out as a sch oo l 

papc:r in ch._ l as e da)~ oi tho.? NELSON LEE) a chang t cam~ o ' e r Lh"­

sccne . Altho\Jgh ftrml) • anch or o::d at Cr ""yfria r s, l recall br ... aking 

buunds fo r RED CIRCLE, Kot spur's No, 1. sch ool sc ory. Dead · W1d~ 

Dick and his friends pr ov ... d Vt'? )' popular and var1. ous newcomd s to 

th ... sc hool added spic ... t o th...- )arn s. Foll mark ~ h1:re. ThP 

balanc e of sch ool calt;:"s \kh (.cntr \.,-d ar ound mysterious mast e rs. 

fh.._ I nvisible Schoolma &t-.r , The Hast \-r in the: Pur pl e Mask ; Th,2 

r. ach 1.;r from Dartmoor. Wh1..·n 1t latl:l f c.a.tur ~d schoo lb oys tr om th "­

St o nt:' Ag~. with lu 1n cJ c,ths and (.lob s , l kn .?w it was tim e t o go . 

One, - a path had bl.., n c L...ar ,._d chr o 1..1gh tht." jungle,, s o t o speak , 

th\ r,._ ..... as much t o enJ1\y. ADVE~rtHO.! d i d a good Job t,,,,ith Di xon 

Jiawkc. and his a s s1scanc, fo:rmy bor .cc, b y far th(: bl.st of the 

Thomson cr ca t i ons. Anvth c r fa vourlt \." "'as Zer o The Si le nt , a 

human fly with suction pads. ROVER and WIZARD had their own aces 

Uk , Gaptain "Q" the W1n~ed Cruok; Morgyn The Mighty; Bomba, 

Cast ,Tron Bill ; Big McCann, Wol f o f Kabul. Ther e was littl e co 

distinguish SKIPPER, but it gave away some fine little books. 

Their "bitsy" · sty lc presentation probably ex plains the paucity 

ot articles on the Thomson the.me. The same app lie s to other 

papers al ong these l in, ·s. lt i s no coincidence that Se xt on Blake, 

NC= lson Lee, and Hami lt onia (th(. 1i fe · b lood of C .D .) wer e a 11 

s corit:s you could gee ynur t\..t th in t o Not forgetting, o f course, 

that they ar e s ta mped "Amalgamat, d Pr ess" - a name unbeata ble for 

quality and cr a ft smanship 
How, th en , d i d th1. Thomson F1vt. rid e to stardom? My cr ystal 

bal l shows a good mair, cou rs e rr ~ety laced with trivi a • •. casy to 

r ea d stori.:s maki ng few demands on th e r ea der . • ,a super-abundanc e 

(cont 'd oo pace }2:) • •• 



REAL BOYS' FRIEND STUFF 

fr om Gerry Al Uson 

"Th e ris e of Leeds United " wrote Er ic Stanger in last 

Page 31 

Saturday I s York shi re Pos t , "is romanti c en oug h t o have come 

straight from the pages of the Boy s ' Friend Libr a ry ... it fo llo ws 

the same bottom-of-the-league-to-the - top , ra ga - to-riches theme. " 

As a former addict of t hese fou rpenn y th r i 1 lers I ag re e that 

Leeds United I s rise is r omantic enough. But is it senaat iona l 

enoug h to qualify for Boys' Friend L ib rar y stand ard s? 

As an example of what I hav e in mind ta k e 11Good Enough For 

England 0 which Ri chard Randolph wrote for the library in 1927 -

8 F L No. 97. It was a story featuring the visit of the 

Aus tra lian Test cr ic keters to England. 
You will gain a fa ir i dea o f its d rama tic contents when 

tell you that the cove r pictu re showe d a villain t hrow ing a dagger 

at the young he r o, 
This was brilliantly cau gh t by the Australi a n fast bowler 1 

Gr egory, one of t he finest fielders o f the day. However, Boys' 

Friend Li brary cri cketer s too k skulduggery o f this k ind in thei r 

stri de , The dastardly dagger-throwing episode was dismiss ed by 

one of the Engli sh players with th e cool comnent : "I aay 1 that 1
1 

a blg thlc k." 
I don't know ..,ho Leed s United oppo nent s will be in the Foo tba l l 

Aosoclatlon Cup F lnal at Wembley on Hay 18th (Eh? Of cou r se Leeds 

will be there:) but i t would gi ve me t he t h r ill which the Boys' 

Fr iend Library used to g ive me if Er ic Stanger's r epo r t of the match 

read somethlng llke thls : 

Diabol ical bid s to no bble the Lee d s team and wrec k thei r chanc e 1 

of winning t he cup ca me withi n an ace of suc c ess b ut were fo i l ed by 

t he unceasing vigil ance o f gimlet-eyed manag e r 1 Don Revie. 

It was he who s potted ln the dresslng r oom tha t skip per Bllly 

Bremner was wea ring two lef t boo ts - a fact Bremner had ove rl oo ked 

owing to pre-mat ch tension but which would swift l y ha ve cr ipple d 

hlm when h e took the fleld . 
After a search the missi ng r i ght boot was dis cov er ed hidden in 

a l ocker, His su s pi c ion s aroused, Mr . Rev le examined th e chewing­

gum he was about to isa ue to hi s pl ay ers . A st range odour as ea il e d 

his kee n nostrils, "Strychn i ne~" he gaeped, and hu rled the 8\.ft in ­

t o a f ire-b uck e t full of water, 
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A fresh supply of gum was obtained and tested on one of the ball .. 
boy s (wit hout 111 e ffe ct ) before it was i ss ued to the playera. 

Thoroughly conv in ced that eomeo ne was out to baulk Leeds of th e 
cu p. Mr . Revie kep t a sharp eye open for th e next move, He had not 
long to wait . 

Af te r a skirmish In front of the Leeds goal the ball -s kicked 
into the crowd. It was ca ught by a man in a long bla ck cloak, He 
seemed to fUDble with it before he t hrew it back on the field. 

A sixth se nse tol d Hr. R.evie what was afoot. The man had hi dden 
the real ball beneath his cloak an d substituted one filled wi th -
what ? 
---"Is t he 1.eed s goa l-keeper, Gary Sprake, plac ed t he ball and pre­
pared to ta ke the goal-kick, his manager, deaf to the astonished 
roar of the huge crowd, raced on to the He ld , scooped up the ball 
and carried it to th e ref er ee . 

A fai nt his si ng noise was coming from it. "Lau ghi ng ga1 ~ 11 cried 
Mr, Revie , "If Gary had k lc lted this ball, it would have ezploded i n 
his fac e a nd he would ha ve sha ped insensate to the ground." 

111 say," said skipper Bremner, "that's a bit thick . " 
It only rem. ins for me t o add that Leeds went on to win the cup 

by nine goals t o nil. 

from the Yorkehire Po1t. 

All I OUT OF STEP (co nt'd from page 30) .. , 

of obnoxiou1 characters ... a frivolou s, happy-go-lucky approach. Or 
aa I still out of atep? 

All in fun, you Thomson cads. Whatever th e explanat io n, you cer­
tainly have th e last laugh , and I just can't wait to hear your aide 
of the story, But, oh dear, THOSE school s tories ~~ 

S .0 .S. IIAIITID: No. SJ "Girls' Friend Library" titled ''Twins of 
Tvineham"bylllbel St. John, (or loan of same for fee), aho "Young 
Polk a Ta lee" "Habel •:4Betty'1" only. 

401 FOWEY AVENUE1 R!DBRIDGE1 ILFORD
1 

ESSIX , ----------------------------------------------------------------·--
REVIEW 

''BILLY BU!ffl!R & THE CROOKED CAPTAIN" 
Frank Richardo 

(14orlln Boob 2/6) 

Thia story is a port ion o f th e faaoue Da Coata aer ie • which 
featured lo 9 Hagnetl in the 11..11mer of 1928. Th.e aeries va e 
brilliantly written and one of Charles Hamilton's gre.ateet . All 
should find thie se ction from it most agreeable reading. 

&dlted by Er ie Fayne , El.cels lor House , Cron Ro.:t, Surbtt.on, SuM"ey. 
Lltho-duplle a ted by Jo lt. DupUcatlne Strvlc e1 1 12• The Shlllblet, ?Ork. 


