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YOUR C.D . TO 
COST MORE: 
~ our 
next issue (June) 
the price of 
Col lec tors' 
Digest wi 11 rise 
by Jd from 2 / - to 
2/3. It is with 
much regre t that I 

make thi s annuunct.1nt>nL, and J Itel su re Lhat readers will realise 
that the in crease is unavo i dab le . The price has been held down for 
as lon g as possible, wit h overhead costs cree pi ng up all aroun d us. 
In March. however. the Chancel lor , with one fe 11 swoop, knoc ked 
away alt· tht> pet(s. and the increa se in price to r ea der s became 
somethin g whi<.:h l.'f' 1.ould no longer av oi d. 

The pre vio us i ncrease in the price of C.0. was in Janua r y 1961, 
so possi bl y we haven't done so badly, The inte nse feeling of frus­
trati on comes over us when we t hink o f t he stability i n costs in 
the yea r s bt""tween rhe wars . The olc'I p.:lpers whi ch were i ncreas ed 
t o 2d i n 192 1 were st i ll 2d in 1939 and 1940 . We shal l never see 
the like of that again. 

THE MAGAZINE P~OC.IW'.'!£ 
Last month Rob Dlyt he gave us fascinating inforniation conc ern­

ing che Hagaz int• Prog ra11'11le , an Edwardian journal which was edited 
by the brother \>f Edwy Searles Brooks a nd to which Edwy h ims elf 
r egularly contril'l uted s t ori es. A new i ssue apparently came out 
every week, a nd the normal details o f the curr ent week's show at 
t he Grand Theatre, Swanse-1., "wl're in cluded. 

There is as yel n1\ t'dd ence to sh\.11,,; whether t hi s Mag.1zine 

~rogramme was exclusive 1. 0 the Swansea theatre , but I am rather ' 
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inclined to think, from the amount of printing involved and the 
elabora t e nature of the book, that it may have been a project i n 
which ple nty o f other theatres joined, All would take the basic 
magazine, and th eir special local information woul d be overprinted 
in cert a i n spaces l eft vaca nt for the pu r pose, 

I t was the same idea, really, as that on which many church 
magazines are run, and provides a great deal more reading matter 
for the purchaser than a nonna l programme would. 

Cer tai n ly the Magazine Programme was sti ll being used by a 
number o f London t heat r es in t he two decades b etween 1935 and 1955 . 
Whether this l ater programme s temmed f r om the brig ht idea of Edwy' s 
brother we do not know , but there is no reason to think that it 
dido I [, 

I particularly remember the Magazine Prograrrrne at the "Q" 
Theatre, which stoo d near the Middle sex end of Kew Bridge . The 
11Q11 was a delightful theatre . Unlike rep theatres, t he "Q" pre­
s en ted plays acte d by d if fer ent companies in cluding West End 
sta rs ea ch week, a nd the theat r e was used as a try- out for dozens 
o f new shows every year. Among the stars who made their very first 
appearances at the "Q" were Vivienne Leigh, Richard Attenborough, 
Dirk Bogarde, and Irene Handl. Ir ene Handl, incidentally, appeared 
i n "George and Margar et 11 a t 0 Q". She play e d the maid named Be er, 
who only appear ed in t he las t minute be fo r e the final curtain and 
had no t a single word to say, 

The owners of the theatre were Jack De Leon and Bea tri ce 
Lewisohn. De Leon d ie d many yea r s back, but if Beat r ice Lewiso hn 
is still liv in g she might be able to give more details of the later 
Magazine Programie. 

An interesting point is that "Q" Theatre was original ly the 
Hepworth Film Studios (ti ll, I believe, the middle twenties), and 
it on ce echoed wi th the voices o f Henry Edwards, Chrissie White, 
Alma Taylor, and others of t he Hepwor th clan. as they made th ei r 
famous silent films. 

SEXTON B!AKE AT THE PRINCE EDWARD 
One of the new Sexton Bl ake omnibus volumes (re view ed else­

where in this issue) contains a fascinating article co ncerning 
Sex t on Bla ke on the stage and film. As the article points out, 
the films were mainly " qu i ck ies, 11 ve ry much 11B11 films - or eve n C 
and D. Those produced between th e wars were, in fact, nothing but 
quota items, run o f f to enab l e e it her renters or exhibitors to 
fulfil the requirements of the ne w British Quota Act. Films o f 
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this type were r eally no thing but a way of getti ng r ound a not 
very good l aw. The Sexton Blake films were "renters' quota" 
i t ems. They wer e produced as chea pl y as poss ible t o figure in 
t he renters' lists. I f any exhibitor wanted t o book them , he 
could, The ren t er didn't bother either way. He probably did not 
have more th an a pr in t or t wo of each , i n any case. They served, 
no doubt, as exhibitors' quota in a few smal l cinemas. 

The st age shows were in a differe nt category . Parti cul arly 
interes ti ng, in t he Blake omnibus, is the repr oduction of a pro­
gramme for the Prince Edward Theatre for the year 1930. The 
Prince Edward (now the Casino Cine rama Theatre) was brand new 
then - eve n now it is one of London I s newest t heatres, I r eca 11 
going the r e once when it was newly opened to se e the m~sica 1 
comedy 11Nippy. 11 ("Nippies 11 were the waitresses in Lyons' Tea 
Shops). I do not re call at all the Sexton Blake play which may 
well have followed "Nippy." It was presented by Donal d Stuar t 
productions (would that be the Blake author or the husband of 
Rene Houston?), an d Arthur Wontne r played Sexton Blake. I feel 
that i t did not run for long at the Prin ce Edward . Otherwise I 
should su rely have gone to see it , and would re member i t now. 
Does any r eader r ecall i t ? 

FROM THE POSTBAG: 
Unusually intere s t i ng i t ems from a very lar ge postbag this 

month include a letter from Mr. J . Twells of Rugby who sends me a 
p ict ure of the famous horse 11E .S ,B, , 11 now enjoying retirement in 
some sylva n spot, Who can ever forget 11£ .S .B ." who won th e Grand 
National some dozen yea r s ago , much to the delight o f large numbers 
of C,D, readers who, quite naturally, had affecti ona te l y put th eir 
shi rt s on him? 

Also a letter from Mr. A. Watkin of New Zealand who recent l y 
made up a special shop window disp la y of which he sends me mar­
ve ll ous photographs, In his display Mr. Wat ki n i ncluded a l most 
every old boys' paper you can think of , and I spent a fascina t ed 
five minutes pic k ing them out from his pictures. 

YES I, NO: 
~ very firs t published story of E. S. Brooks appeared in a 
peri od ical named "Yes & No." I fee l sure that I re ca ll my si ster 
having copies o f this paper long ago - a produ ct ion on th e lines 
of Smart Novels. Like most women's and girls' periodicals, how­
ever, nobody seems to have retain e d it, a nd it is most difficul t 
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to get hold of a copy now. Has any reader, by chance, got a copy 
of Yes & No tucked away somewhere? How many of our readers recall 
it and can give us any particulars about it? 

THE EDITOR 

The other "FUN AND FICT ION11 By W. O . G. Lofts 

0. W. Wadham' s query on t he FUN AND FICTION that appea r ed in 
1929 is easily exp lained. Actually thi s was a c on tinuation of the 
small BOYS REALM. Number 8l of thi s paper was called BOYS REAU! OF 
FUN AND FICTION, Likew is e number 82 . Then it started number l on 
the 16th February 1929 titled THE REAU! (in small l etters) of FUN 
AND FICTION. The contents certainly were vastly dif fe rent from the 
old paper of a similar title, being s impl y films written up in 
story form. It wa s almost ldentlcal t o BOYS CINEMA. This paper 
ran until No, 51 , 1s t February 1930 ; then i t reverted to number 
again wl th a new title, SCREEN STORIES OF FUN AND FICTION. This 
had a fairly l ongish run for 289 issues - t hen it was incorporated 
wi th the BOYS CINEMA. It is somewhat debatable whethe r THE REALM 
OF FUN AND FICTION could be classed as a boys ' paper. Its appea I 
coul d be to readers o f all ag es and sexes, like the old FUN AND 
FICTION in 1911 . Be ing incorpo ra ted eventually Lnt o BOYS CINEMA I 
suppose c ould ju s tif y its i nclusion into records of boys' papers. 

~ - BY PERCY, F. WESTER.HAN:- 11War Cargo," "Sea Scou ts at 
Dunkirk , 11 "Alan Carr in Arctic, 0 "Luck of Gol de n Dawn, 11 '~ystery 
of the Key . ° KINGSTON'S - 11The Three Conmanders'' an d 11The Three 
Admirals . " SEXTON BIAKE ANNUALS. HOLIDAY ANNUAL 1926. DETECTIVE 
WEEKI.Y'S Nos. 1, 2, 9 & 15, CHRISTMAS NOS. UNION JACK & DETECTIVE 
WEEKLY. A l s o :- "WORLD OF CRICKET," 191 4 , "DEFENDING THE 
ASHES, 1920/1 " P .G .H . FENDER ''THE WORM" - COKE, ''WICKETS IN THE 
WEST" - R. A. FITZGERALD. "QUEST FOR THE ASHES" - K. McKAY. 
"CAPTAIN'S STORY" - BOBBY SIMPSON "LILLEYWHITE' S CRICKETERS' 
COMPANIONS," (green) 1865, 1866 & 1870. 

E. A. COOMBES, 180 , KINGS ROAD, SWANAGE, DORSET. 

WANTED: "CHUMS " one bound vo l ume ( 12 months) year 1928 or 
~bouts. 

1 

Write: J . CUNDLE, 32, PROSPECT HOUSE, CAYWOOD STREET, S .E .1 . -----------------------------
WANTED: "Union Jacks, 19 18 - 1930 vintage." 
--- M,P. PAINE, 36<0 QUADRA STREET, VICTORIA, B .C .

1 
CANADA. 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
CONDUCTED BY JACK WOOD 

, IN PENSIVE MOOD AT ST. FRANK'S By JIM COOK 

I think i t was George Bernard Shaw who said "rem iniscences 
make one feel so de licious ly aged and sa d" and he may have been 
right , but I have just left St. Frank's with a feeling of intense 
gladness after spending an hour with the Duke o f Somerton of Study 
G in the Ancient House. 

nte Duke and his Study chum, Cecil De Valerie, had invited 
me to tea, but Val had suddenly remembered an appoin t ment with Dr. 
Bret t and soon after the mea l was over he had departed for Dr. 
Brett I s surgery, leaving us a lone . 

Somert on protested when I prepared to lea ve an d suggested my 
s taying for a chat, so after the table had been cleared, we br ought 
our cha irs nearer to the blaz i ng fire and made our selves comfo rtable . 

A subdued atmosphere had descended on the o ld schoo l for it 
was the hour o f prep. A cold eas t erly wind was blowing in from 
the Bannington Moor and rattling t he study window. And outside , 
the dark Triangle lo oked mysterio us and foreboding. 

It was a time for si ttin g round a cheerful fire. A time for 
re miniscence, and we both felt in the mood for it. 

Since Somerton did not arri ve at St. Frank's when the school 
his t ory began to be re co rd ed • he came just bef ore Reggie Pitt - I 
neve r theless the Duke is able to recall most of th e major events 
of the St. Frank's saga and I was regaled to a very inte r esting · 
hour of past gl or i e s which Somerton can truthf ull y relate. 

The duty o f h isto r ians is to chronicle major events or, as l 
Voltaire asserts, of crimes, and th e hist ory of St. Frank's is 
mainly of outstan di ng happenings of Crime, Adventure and Sport. 
Such mundane events as purchasing sa rd ines from the village grocer [ 
for a study tea or fancy comestibles to welcome the Moor View 
girls after an invitation were eve r hardly recorded unle ss suc h 
events had a direct beari ng to gre ater issues. Sometimes they d i d. 

Let me reca 11 some of the Duke's reco l lect ions. Of the time 
the Remove were up against the Si xth for fagg ing. The seniors, 
led by Starke, Kenmore and Frint on were determined to make the 
jun ior s fag for th em and the juniors i n turn were equall y determin ed 
not to fag , It didn't last long. Nipper told the fellows to carry 
out ord ers literally and when Nick Trotwood was ordered by Frinton 



Page 

to have h is bike thoroughly scraped Tr o two od did just that: He 
s craped all the ename l off it: 

But mundane things like buying eggs and butter at the village 
grocer I mentioned jus ·t now had to be recorded in this story si nc e 
the juniors were or dered to prepare Starke I s tea and they bought 
up all the bad eggs, ra ncid butter and stale bread that Binks, the 
grocer proclaimed he didn't store , 

Well , that soon put a stop to the juniors fagging for the 
seniors. After that specially prepared tea the bullying seniors 
relied on the doubtful services of the ntird. 

The next event to disturb the cloiste re d calm of the schoo l -
as Somerton put it - was the arri va l of Jack Grey, or rather Jack 
Mason as he was first cal l ed. But although Jack did r eal l y dis­
turb t he rustic calm during the first weeks of his coming, it was 
later that the grea t African adventure came about through Jack's 
possession of a mys ter ious locket. 

But befo r e the crowd wen t to Africa St. Frank's was to see a n 
u phe aval that was spokEJlabout for years afterwards. A Colo n e l 
Clinton was due to arrive and shake the old sc hool to its 
foundations. 

The Colonel ran the College House on military lines and 
Somerton ma.de me shiver as he described the terri ble time when all 
the College House juni o rs were forced to march in t he snow and 
drill in the icy Triangle. Lat e r, it was found t he Colonel was 
insane. 

When the jun i ors came back from the treasure hunt i ng expedition 
to North Africa a strange new boy was at St . Frank I s. A Greek. 
He was a ter r ible newcomer, Somerton recal led , and possessed a 
vic i ous temper. He set the College Hou se on fire and as a result 
the whole schoo l had t o be found alternative accommodation. This 
brought a peri od in t he hist or y o f St. Frank's when the school was 
t ra nsferred to Lond on, And it was probably the first time that an 
actual building was described to take the p l ace recorded as the 
Turret Schoo l, but the juniors preferred to name it St. Frank's the 
second, 

A Barring-Out followed the jun io rs' re t urn to Bellton and a 
newly dec orated St. Frank's. The old schoo l had housed one or two 
bad masters to the Duke's knowledge in its time but a Mr, Martin 
had appeared on the scene sudden ly and had taken the pla ce of Dr. 
Stafford, who had been retired following th e fire i n th e College 
House . And t his Mr . Martin had turned out t o be a bully . An 
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uncultu red man of cruel vay1 and harsh metho ds . A rebellion 

resulted, A barring -out the juniors will remember for many a long 

day. 
Then came the hon. Douglas Singleton co St. Frank's! Duggy 

is a very different jun io r nowadays to what he was when he first 

came to St . Prank ' s. I 1 m s orry I can't relate all that Somerton 

t o ld me but Singleton spent money like water. He even bought a 

school'. But with Nelson Lee looking after him Singleton's money 

was save d for him . 
It was at this point tha t I noticed Somerton was g lancing 

at a notebook . It seems the Duke als o has a rec ord of St . Frank' a~ 

Actually , he explained to me, he kee,ps a diary, and thus was able 

t o follow the history of the school from the time he came. 

De Valerie came into the study from his visit to Dr , Brett 

and I promis ed to attend anothe r "session" with Somerton and his 

diary . It is a large diar y for "Som:ny" has touched only th e 

fringe of the St . Frank' s saga. 
I left Study C not with sadness but with memories that wi 11 

stay with me forever, For hasn't the poet told us Cod has giv en 

us memories that we might have roses in December! 

•• * •• 
ls it Nosta!,Bia? By CYRIL R<ME 

The Nelson Lee always appealed to me, first came acr oss it 

in 1917 when I was eight years old , and I graduated fr om 11The 

Rainbow" in one quick step. 
Some of the early m.m1bers, .. indeed , I remember th e first; 

"The Mystery of Limehouse Reach" came the way of my brother and 

myself from a young fellow just called up into the army. 

I remember quite a number of "Jim the Penman" tales .. "The 

Monk of Montre11or" title stays with me. 
From then onwards we took the periodical weekly, in th e thin 

m.mbers of paper rationing to the improved size of type after the 

war ende d, when pages wer e r egai ned, 
So I remember Nipper first arriving at St. Frank' s , and how 

entertainingly and how pulsatlngly the saga kept goin g thr oush the 

years. 
I 'm fifty-eight now so it ls just a jubilee ago since we first 

met, 
Is it in nostalgia that l am now re .. enjoying the whole . run, 

through the invaluab le library at Dallis Hill and the keen and 
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friendly librari a n Bob Blythe? 
I don't quite think so, though there must be an element of 

t h is in it, 
In the brilliant sunshine of that great suzm,er of 1921 when 

Armstrong's men kept The Ashes, Jerry Dodd was with us~ I've 
always been and still am a keen cricketer so this was just my meat. 
Golden days and golden tales, 

The chills and mists of evening and ee·riness of dusk in the 
lanes of the village I lived in! Dare I go ou t alongside the 
spinney and swop with a U .J. or a Boys' Friend when E .zra Quirke 
and Dr , Karnac were oc cupying the St. Frank's scene'. 

These were compelling t ale s - I've not got ba c k t o them again 
as yet - and I await with some eagerness still . 

Perhaps not the eagerness of waiting weekly at the counter of 
our local shop as the daily parcel of newspapers from the whol e · 
sa ler' s is opened, not worrying about The Times, The Morning Post, 
Tite News, etc. but where i s the little j ournal hidden farther 
down? 

But certainly I' 11 enj oy again the narrative, the quirks 
(sorry) and the byways, the tremend ous puzzle and the deft 
solution and the happy conclusion. 

I know Brooks has been accused of pouring in characters so 
that the chosen train of events could pursue them and create the 
story line. I know that some of these characters then took a 
subsidiary place. But may I ask what cr e dence would be given to 
these inmense ser i es if they had a 11 been pegged to two or three 
characters? 

Could we ha ve had Pitt, Lawrence, Dodd, as football - boxing ­
cricket marvels? 

No, th e talent must go round, The story must c ir culate round 
en ough peopl e . 

A school is full of pupil s , and all are individuals , and from 
time to time all come to the fore, The thread is always kept 
goi ng by the nucleus of Nipper and Co and Nelson Lee himself. 

I see no reason to quarrel with Brooks' deployment of effort, 
and spread of character material. 

I believe it is this more than anything that keeps me satisfied 
with the N .L. despite the years that have gone by. 

The thing which irks me most now is the first person narrati v e 
by Nipper, How much less a paragon he seemed when he became 
Richard Hamilton and the tale proceeded in the third person! So 
much easier to accept iR the indirect approach Better for Brooks 
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to have insight to the thoughts of his characters than that Nipper 
should. 11,.is I may say never worried me at t he time. 

How I enjoyed the series as they ran , and how welcome were the 
"Monster Library " volumes that cont aine d the whole when they 
appeared in the mid·twenties. A poor lad , I could not afford them 
and keep t he current supply going , but my brother did , and I 
believe he still possesses them, dilap idated by reading habits of 
the younger generation , 

Has this romance been constant? I'rit afraid in my early you th 
I forso ok it in its clo sing yea r s in the thi rties . 

However I was restored to th e fold with a purchase of the SOL 
in the late thirties. These I later gave away during the war to 
the younger generation. 

Now in the last few years, musing with my growing children 
ove r the old days I I came in happy contact with the O .B .B ·.c. and 
am back again where I coomenced. 

Fifty years • a golden wedding? - well maybe it is no stalgia, 
but there's a powerful lot of story content and enjoyment there 
yet. 

So my boy s tell me. 

SEXTON Bl,\l(E OMNIBUS No. 3 . 
SEXTON Bl,\l(E OMNIBUS No . 4 .. 

REVIE W 
Howard Baker Publishers 

12/6 each 

Volume No. 3 contains 11The Witches of Notting Hill" by W, A, 
Ballinger I and 11Slaying on the 16th Floor" by Arthur McLean. 
Volume No. 4 contains 'The Mind Killers" by Martin Thomas, and 
"Vengeance is Ours" by Peter Saxon. Each of these stories was re­
viewed in Collecto rs' Digest i n 1965 • 1966, and , gath ered together 
i n these omnibuses, they provide gr eat entertairunent for any Blak e 
fan. 

The volumes are sple ndidly produced, and must form a welcome 
ad dition to any man I s lib ra ry. The price of eac h volume has risen 
from 8/6 to 12/6, probably due to the ripples from the recent 
Budget - but even at the increased price the y are excellent value 
for money and deserve substantial sales . You might a lso bring them 
to the atten tion of those in charge of local libraries . It would 
be a good turn for Sexton Blake and for the en terpr isi ng publishers. 

WANTE D : 11ADVENTURE;11 0 HOTSPUR;" ''ROVER;" 'twIZARD;" and 
their Annuals. However ol d or new, but particularly 1950 - 1964 , 
J CALVERT, 67 BRAMERTON RD,. BILBOROUGH, NOl'TINGHIJI. NGS. 4NN, 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
MAY 1918 
~ou sin Robin who lives at Alder shot came to spend Whit s un 
with us, and he caused something o f a cattestropp . 

We went to the pi ctures one evening t o see Jack Pi ckfo rd and 
Louis e Huff in "The Spiri t of 17 , " Robin s pent 2\d on fi ve cigar ­
ettes, an d I spe nt 2d on some biscu its whi c h wer e shaped like 
le tters o f t he alphabe t. 

In the pictures we had one ciga rett e each a nd we enjoyed the 
se r ia l and a Keystone comic. The n we st art ed on my le t ter bisc uits 
whi ch were rat her so ft and tas t ed very soapy. The big pi ct~re had 
onl y j ust sta rted when Robin whispered to me t hat he began to feel 
awful .. We coul dn't s t op in th e cinema wi t h Robin feeling awful, 
so we went out , a nd we hadn' t enough money to take a tr am so we had 
t o wa l k. 

Robi n fe l t more and more awful as we walked, and before we got 
home he was givi ng pro of of it at th e side o f the road, This made 
me feel awful, to o, and I lon ged f or death , We loo ked at one 
another under a dim s t reet l ig ht . He l ooke d gruesome , an d he s aid 
I ha d a gr een ti nge. , 

, When we got i n, Doug was there with his gi rl friend, Edith Gil l. 
She is a horrible per so n . Mum was ver y alarmed when s he saw h0W 
Robin and I looke d , an d Edith s a i d , sniffi ng: "They've been smoking. 
That' s what's the matter with th em." 

I gave her a look whi ch I hope she will r emember t i 11 the end 
of her days, and then I tottered awa y. 

The Boys I Fr i e nd has be en as good a s eve r th is month . The 
Rookwood t ales a re a new se rie s abo ut Bulke l ey . The first tal e 
was "A Bl ow for Bulkeley. 11 The uncle of Cat es by is a banker who 
works with t he father o f Bul kel ey . Uncle meets Catesb y of the 
Si xth at a s«cre t s pot and hands his nep hew a parcel which he must 
l ook afte r ca re fully. By chan ce , J inny Silver & Co see what tak es 
place. La te r, Bulke le y's fath er is arre s ted at Roo kwood by the 
de tecti ve, Mr. Sc rew , He is acc used o f theft. 

In the next tale "The Shadow of Suspici on" Bu lk e l ey l eaves 
Rookwood , a nd Knowles has an ey e' on t he captaincy, 

I n "Riva ls for t he Captaincy, 11 Knowles an d Nevi ll e are the 
cand i dates, but, by a little bit of trickery , Knw les wins. 

Last Sto r y was "Rough on Rookwood," with Knowles playing 
cric ket a ga ins t St , J im ' s with a team compose d most l y of Moderns. 
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Thi s is an ent e rtaining serie s. 
Aa a lways, C'.edar Creek has been first-class. Open ing tale was 

the last o f t he Trevelyan se rie s 1 "Saved by His Son, 11 and Beauclerc 
save d his fat her while Hr. Tre velyan went off to c la im the estates 
to which he was heir, 

11Chunky' a Secret II was his love for Molly Lawrence. It was 
Molly who managed to cure Otunky. 

Then a tip-top new series. 11FTan k Richards & Co1 s Cruise" 
told how Frank ; Bob, and Beau, through the activities of GuntE!:n, 
found th emsel ves fl ying loose in a balloon which belonged t o a Hr. 
Chowder. In the last tale of th e month 11Adri f t in the Air, 11 th e 
balloo n came down near the Cascade Mountains, and the CO found 
themse lves cr oss ing swords with an ea r • ringed man named Alf Car son. 
Lovely exc itin g stories. 

In t he Nelson Lee series the reb el li on brought about by Mr . 
Kennedy Hunter, the horr ib l e housemaster, has gone on, and it is 
developing i nto a ve ry long se r ies i ndeed. This month ' s s tories -
the two I had - were cal led 'The Rebe l Remove," and 11Stic ki ng to 
The i r Guns •11 It is thrilling and als o has plenty o f fun as the 
Remove Revolutionary Army work hard t o put paid to their hunnish 
master. 

There was a very big air ra i d on London b)' ·30 l arge Gotha 
planes. 44 peop le were killed and nearl y 200 injured . The British 
put on a huge repri sal raid against Cologne in daylight . 

There has been an explosion at a muni t ions factory somewhere 
i n t he north of Engl an d, and seve ral people were killed. When th is 
sort o f thi ng happen s , the y don I t report much on it in the news· 
papers. 

The Gem, as it so often does, r eminds me of th e cur i t's egg 
this month. The taste alter s as you eat it . 

Each story has gone on with the Sports Contest. 11The Shell 
Scores 11 was rat her dull, even t hough i t was a ll about a cri cket 
match . I don 1 t like th i a so rt o f tale. 

Next week "Racke's Man" was much better. The bit abou t Trimble 
fighti ng with a kind of armour under his shirt, and Skimpo!e hur t­
ing his fist s every t ime he punched , was si lly but you cou ldn 't 
help lau ghi ng. Rack e has take n a bungal ow called "The Hollies" 
and has installed there a man named Berrymore who suppli es him 
wi t h food aga ins t the re gu la tio ns , Tom Merry quic kly sends Berr y• 
more packing. This was a good yarn. 

"The Skipper of th e Shell Secon d" was Gor e, an d he was ca pta in 
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in yet another cricket match whi ch was just as dull as the other 
one. Just facts and figures which didn't amount to much. 

Last of the month was "Fr ien ds Though Divided" and this was 
goo d. Frank Levison is in charge of the book in whic h all the 
scores in the sports contes t are listed - and the book disappears. 
This story was ma.inly about t he chums of the Third. 

The Magnet has been pretty good this month, even though none of 
the stories was the type I blow a trumpet over. It was Ogilvy who 
was "Saved From Shame 11 by his brother Malcolm. It was a cl eve rly 
worked out plot. Through Bunter, Ogilvy was suspected o f trying to 
steal. His brother Mal co lm, on a visit to Grey friars bef or e going 
to the Front, to ok matters in ha nd. 

Next week "A Soldier's Son" was a bit feeble. It featured 
another Malcolm. Coker met Connie Malcolm who asked him to keep 
an eye on her brother who was going to Greyfriara though he really 
wanted to join the army. 

The last two tales of the month were 1111\e Man From the S0111D.e11 

and "His Father's Son. 11 These were very good indeed, the only 
drawback being that Snoop and his father were the cent ral charac· 
te r s - and it is hard to believe in any body wi th a name l ike Snoop. 
Mr. Snoop was an escaped convict · who had joined the army. But now 
the law had caught up with him, and Inspector Clyne was on his 
track. In the end, Mr. Snoop won the King's Pardon . Two goo d 
s t ori e s. 

Mum and I went to the pictures one night and saw H. B . Irving 
in "The Lyons Mail," and we liked it. 

Also at the pictures we saw "A Branded Soul II which starred 
Gladys Brockwell. Owen Nares and Douglas Munro were in "Flames. 11 

Especial ly goo d was Douglas Fairbanks in "Wild and Woolly." 'There 
is a new serial called "The Red Ace," and there have been plenty 
of Keystone Comedies a nd Sunshine Comedies in the progranrnes . One 
cinema also shows a kind of magazine picture cal led Pathe Pictorial. 

The meat ration has gone up a bit. The value of a meat coupon 
is now 6d instead of Sd, which is a step in the right direction. 

I don't suppose we shall get much of a holiday this year with 
the war getti ng tougher, but Dad took us to Londo n one day and we 
went to the matinee of "The Bing Boys on Broadway" at the Alhambra 
in Leicester Square. Thi s is a lovely, huge theatre, with heaps 
of boxes, all gilt. 

* * * * * 
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BLAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMI\N 

2 7. Archdale Road, East Dulwlc h, London , S .E .22 . 

PEDRO HITS THE HEADLINES 
(Concluded~ *** from GERRY ALLI SON 

Here is the second article on Pedro by Northe r ner II, fr om the 
Yorkshire Post. 

THE BLOODHOUND'S REVENGE 
"SENSATIONAL is the on ly word that wil l serve . Before me lies 

sensational confirmatioa of my theory that Pedr o, the bl oodhound 
in t he Sexton Blake TV seria 1, is labouring under a sense o f in­
justice. 

Earlier this week I refer r ed to Pedr o 's mark ed lack of in t e r es t 
in all the exciteme nt that goes on ar ound him. 1 concluded that 
his boredom springs fr om his feeling that he should be sitting in 
Blake ' s armchai r ded ucing \.lhodunnit, while Bla ke and his assista nt 
Tinker do a 11 the running about. 

Hr. G. All ison, llb r atlan of The Old Boys.' Book Club has kindly 
sent me a cop y of 1%e Bloodhound I s Revenge." This was pub l ish ~d 
in the Sexton Blake Library in 1926, an d gives a gr aph i c pictu r e 
of Pedr o' s e xploits of yes ter yea r. 

In Chapter I he is beaten up by the vi ll ai nous Langham Ferrers 
and l ef t to sta r ve to death in a ce ll ar. Rescued in the nick of 
t ime he makes a rapid r ecovery. 

In Chapter II he tangles with Fer r e rs and his henchme n again. 
Agai n he is bea t en up, but manages to escape wit h multip l e injur i es . 
incl uding a brOken rib: 11He was incapab le indeed , in the pitiful 
state he was in , of using what deductive faculties he possessed .• . 
His one aim was that of self ... preservat i on .11 

A GLUTTON FOR PUNISHMENT 
Cared for by a kind l y farmer , Pedr o makes a rapi d recovery . 

Reunited with Blake and Tinker, he saves their lives when the 
Ferre ra gang try t o gun them down. 

Pedro draws the gunmen off with a cunni ng that makes Blake 
exclaim: ''The splen did o ld dog~ It is amazi ng what a fre sh s tr eak 
of i n telligence he has developed la t ely '. He clearly understood 
th at our lives wer e in dan ge r, and he is drawing those scound r e l s 
off to aive us a chanc e to escape " 
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However, Pedr o ' s fres h st re ak of inte l ligence does not save him 
from fa llin g in t o a trap se t by Langham Fer rer s , Beaten up on ce 
mor e , he is drugged and imp ris one d in a cella r in London, where he 
is kep t on sho rt rati ons -- 11What meagre food was grudgingly thro wn 
t o him consisted o f dry crusts of bread and mouldy biscuits . 11 

But t he noble hound ~old s out until Tinker comes to th e r escu e , 
an d, i n t he final scene: "Bay in g loudly with rage, Pedr o le apt a t 
Langham Ferrers and knocked him down; cr ouc he d over him an d s na rl ed 
with bared teeth a t h i s th roat . 11 

FATHER OF PRI VATE EYES? 
What st ruck me about this record o f Ped ro 1 s ex pl oits was the 

number o f clob beri ngs he endu re d, his rapid recoveries and his 
dogged pur su it of the villain. I t all soun ded familiar. 

Then i t hit me. Th is is precisely what happens to private eyes 
i n American thrillers. 

Dogge dl y following a scent , the pr iva te eye enters a n hotel bed­
r oom . A blo nde lies o n the floo r. She is dead. Very dead. A 
split s e cond t oo late he hears the swis h of a black j ack behind his 
right ea r. The floor rushes up and hi ts him . He falls down a 
long black tunnel . 

When he comes to , he has a sp l i tt i ng headache and a gen er a l 
feeling of ha ving been run over by a tank. But after a cold shower 
and a slug of Bourbon he feels in fair shape to go out and ge t 
b eate n up a 11 over again . 

Can it be t hat Pedro was the 1926 pro toty pe of the human pri va te 
eye? I have l ittle doubt of it. I suspect tha t Das hie l Harru:nett 
and other top American crime writers, full of adrui r ation for Pedr o, 
turned their detectives into bloodhoun ds of his i nd omitable b reed . 

Sma 11 wonder , then, that "the splendid ol d dog O now f ee l s he • s 
had more tha n his fai r sha r e of the r ough stu ff and pref er s t o 
leave it to Blake and Tin ker to take the humpt y. 

How can Bla ke be so ob tu se ? The soon e r he moves ove r a nd lets 
Pedr o exercise his dedu ctiv e facul t ies fr om an armchair the better 
I shall be pleas ed, 11 

Those entertaining pi eces of jou rna l ism go t o s how how much 
Se xt on Blake is in the news t he se days . The f o llowi ng week, I had 
an artic l e of my own pri nted in the Yorks hi r e Post .. again ab out 
Pedr o • 

. After Hamiltoniana, I ha ve lent out more books about Sex t on Blake 
from our Northern Clu b libra r y than any o th er fonn o f juvenile 
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literatur e . I wa1 ve r y glad to hear that the London Cl ub are dil · 

cussing plane for reviving the Sexton Blake se ction of their own 

library. I never ta ke up a Union J ac k or an S,B,L, wit hout t hat 

g r and feeling of pleasurable excitement we all know 10 well. 

• * * * * 
LAST OF THE EDWARDIANS By WALTER WEBB 

It was the tim e of the great blitz. on London by the moat 

powerful air armada in wor l d histo r y. The Luftwaffe, making the 

most of its short-lived aupremacy of the akiea, was releasing its 

boa.ha on the metropolis with an utter disregard of llfe and non · 

milita r y objectives, Choking dust and acrid smoke was a grimy , 

wafted curtain before the wlndov of your watering eyes as you 

picked your way ginger l y over the r ubble and hose which li ttered 

the city streets. And from the cover of an S.B.L. numbered 715, 

entitled "The case of The Dictator's Double," the sha r p, unpleasant 

features , with their small Olaplin moustache, of the crimina l 

reaponsi b le for the ca r nage, glared from bookstalls all over the 

battere d city. 
For various reasons, some good, some bad, certain stories 

linger in the memory long a fter others have been forgotten. tbat 

thi& one has remained in mine ls not due to any sort of mer it. but 

rather to the compl ete lack of it, coupl ed with the fact that it 

contain s the most amaz ing error I have eve r encounte r ed in a Sexton 

Blake story. Not all the drama is to be found on the front cover 

of this book. Behind it is both a story and a song - the swan•song 

of the last of the Edwardian Blake writers. It was the last tOne 

the famili a r name of Allan Blair , nom- de - plume of Hr . William J . 

Bayfield, was to be seen on the cover of a Sexton Blake $to r y, It 

was a sto r y behind which another, without words, lu r ked,' but which · 

was just as easy to read. The story of a jou r nalist, who, having 

reached the 1t.11m1it from one side of the hill, had deacended with 

ever incre a sing momentum down the other, to re a ch rock-bottom with 

the sort of story fa r beat forgotten. 
A gir l is discove r ed , murd er ed, in a cu pboard of a house . 

Blake , who examines her, h l eft in no doubt that ehe is dead. Yet, 

a few cha pters later , the author describ es her as r unning franti· 

cally th r ough the house , ,creaming hysterically , as she is pursued 

by crooks. I n 11The Case of the Sto le n Police Dossie r, 11 publiahed 

itrnediatel y before t he title ju s t r eferred to , there is anothe r ba d 

mhtake. A loca 1 poli ce - office r decide a to t a ke a dossi er to 
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Sco tland Yard. It is a decieion made on the apur o f the moment , 

with no possibility of a nyone being aware o f his intention. But 

on hie way to th e Yard he is attacked and t he dossier stolen from 

him. Granted there were people employed at Fle et way in the ca pac­

ity o f proof- r ea ders . there seemed no ind i cation of thei r prese nce . 

On the cont ar y, indicati ons wer e strong tha t a very la x atti tu de 

prevail e d throughout the ed lto r ial of flees of the S. B. L . at that 

time, Both th ese novels we r e fo r tu na te to find t hei r way to the 

bookatalla, and under leas indulgent edi t orsh ip they certa in ly 

neve r woul d have . It is sad to r eflec t that after 32 yea rs of 

con t in uous Blake writin g Allan Blair sh oul d retire wit h his r ep u • 

cation damaged due to carelessness in prod uci ng tw o sto ries he 

obv io us ly had ver y littl e in ter est in work ing on, although the 

re as on seem s clea r enough . 
Some t ime ago the r e was a pathetic r eference t o Bayfield, then 

an old and enfeebled man, of f in d ing life in war-t orn London ha rd 

to bea r. This r emorsel ess advance of that in cu rable dis eas e known 

as old age is apt to hit the ded icated j ournall.st with fa r more 

damag ing ef fect than it would the man who uses h i s phys i cal strength 

to earn a living, fo r many years wor king over a typewriter is hard ­

l y con ducive to robust healt h , and when an un dermined constitution 

finds itself bereft o f in centives and ambitions, then l i fe hol d s 

prec iou1 little fo r the unfortunate wr iter. 
Fr om a careful ana lysis o f what l it t le is to be gleaned of t he 

author, it seem s t hat Bayf iel d was bor n of Sco tti sh pa ren t s in the 

late 1860 ' s , and that he wrote exclusively for Fleetwa y House publi · 

cations, for his name is surprisingly absent f r om pape r s issued 

froaa publishing firms su ch as Henderson. Ald i ne, Newnes , Pea r son , 

an d the r est. In fact , as far a s can be a sce r tai ned, he wa s neve r 

a free- lance , as has been stated, but was empl oy ed at Fle etw a y 

House from the time he started until 1942, when he di sapp eared 

f rom human ken a nd was neve r see n again. Although in t he capa cit y 

of boys' writer Bayfield has been mentioned quite fre quen tly ln 

collect ors ' paper s , his work in the Blak e field ha a been somewhat 

neglected. Described by an editor aa a gentleman a nd a sound 

wr i ter who took his job seriou sl y, Bayfield ' s best period was un ­

doubtedly t ha t bet ween 1908 and 1925 , when he ha d reached the po int 

many people are pl e ased to ref er to as the pr ime of li fe .. An 

author who se r ved h is a pprenti ce s h ip with t he f i rm in 1910 rem em­

bers Bayfield a a one of " the old brigade" even in thoae days, and 

worklng fo r a pa pe r call ed ANSWERS LIBRARY, a weekl y dlsh devoted 

to harrowing de sc r i ption s of domestic tu r nntoi l, ove r which other 



Page 18 

Blake authors inclu di ng G, H. Teed, Cre $0ry Hill, Sidney Drew, 
Andrew Murray, etc., poured a 11 the lush senti mentality of which 
their i ngenuity was capable , An old family periodical to whic h 
many well-known Edwardian novelists subscribed and illustra t ed b}' 
famous UNION JA CK and MAGNET art is ts, it i s never mentioned in the 
collecto rs' papers, though many an in teresti ng article could be 
written about its career. 

Alt hough a Scotsman , Bayfield set sur pri sing ly few o f his Bla ke 
s t ori es acr oss t he border , and his lack of knowledge of foreign 
parts obvio usly deterred hi m fr om t aki ng the Baker Street trio too 
far fr om Ertglish shor es . His first s tories for UNION 'JACK, in 
which his name has been linked with that of G, Carr , were outstand· 
ing ly good for t he period in which t hey were written, and a st r i ng 
of horse •r acing tale s at t r ibu ted to hi.m in the same paper, circa 
1909 -1 0, were quite well told , al thoug h, on studying their phra se ­
o logy, it is obvio us that they were pr oduced i n co llaboration with 
Ar thur S. Hardy, who specialis ed in yarns of the Turf. The editor 
was perhaps inspi red to publish them by reason of t he ded i cat ion to 
the s port o f th e then re igni ng monarch , King Edward Vil, whose 
dea th durin g mid-publi cation plunged bot h the nat io n and it s F.mpire 
int o deep mourning and br ought the Edward ian er a t o an abrupt and 
premature close . 

Many Blake wr iters have shown a tend en cy to take the Baker 
Street trio out of the coun t ry and set their sto r ies against a 
foreign backgr Ound, Pr obably it was a case of "Tis distance lends 
enchantment to the view~' Vhere t hey were concerned; but Bayfield 
preferred to choos e some o f the many beauty spots i n t he British 
I sles in which to se t Bla ke o ff on his investigations. He never 
los t an opportunity of bringing Pedro i nto the scheme of things, 
a nd, havi ng a particular affecti on for the canine member of the o ld 
firm , recall with pleasur e many relaxed hours i,n following the tri o 
i n their i nve s t igatio ns along the highways and byways of our va ried 
English coun t ryside. .I admit t o liking Blake in a fore ig n se tti ng; 
but ther e w.as a fascination about Bayfie l d' s con cept io n of th e 
English scen e which never failed to attract me. The gr een slo pe s 
of a meadow in t he West Country. The mission of the tr io the 
apprehension of a dan ge r ous criminal lur k ing in hiding nea rb y, 
Their cr ouChing figu r es are show in silhouette as the sett ing sun 
sinks behind the b lu shing peak s of distant hil ls. Silence save 
for an occasional r us tle in the undergr-owth a s a r ab b it is distu rbed 
by thei r s tealthy approac h, and for the fai n t rumble of a tra in 
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approaching some distant station, it s .passage mar ked by a gradually 
lengthening and thinning wreath of smoke across the skyline. A 
fl ock of she ep , A shepherd and his dog . A solitary c yclis t 
pedalling ca ut1ou s ly along a narrow, rutty lan e , with, ab ove , an 
untidy formation of r oo st e r s, wings flapping dully. They are the 
only signs of li fe as Blake and Ti nker, with Pedr o tugging excited · 
l y a t his lea s h, appr oa ch their quarr y. 

What a tran sformation toda y~ The safety of t he sheph er d, hi s 
dog, the sheep, and th e cyclist, is jeo pardised by th e rampaging 
motor-eye] ist . The song of t he rooster is dr owned by the ear­
s plitting sou nd of the high -p owered jet, whils t the countryside it· 
se l f is rapidl y receding befor e th e r emor seless onslaught of a 
housing dr ive unsurpassed in our history. All the s implicity 
which Rayfield i ntr odu ced int o his Bla ke work then finds no echo 
at all in th e tougher , sop hist ic at ed tales by author s of th e modern 
school . Gone , too, i s the auth or . His passingi and the ci rc um­
stances lead ing up to i t, pro vide ye t a not he r problem for t he 
Blakianian, for his death was neve r recorded. Was he , by chance, 
one o f the many vict ims drag ge d unrecognisable and unidentified 
f rom the rubb l e of some bombed si t e , a victim of the devilry of 
the very man whose feature s so unwhol esomely ador ne d th e front 
cover of his last boo k? Al t houg h he lacked the brilliance o f an 
Ev an s, the l iv eline ss of a Brooks, and the knowledge of a Teed, I 
am happ y to pay tribute of su ch l e ngth to the memory of a wr ite r 
who, for 32 yea rs , was such an asset t o ou r colo urful t eam o f 
Blake · wri ters . 

* * * * * 
"THE MAN WHO MADE SEXTON BLAKE" 

(co ntinu ed) 
By C . A. J . LOWDER 

The Editor of the Marv el, i n his own small way, wanted, I 
th i nk, to creat e a characte r who, come Hel 1 and high water, would 
still be i ne xiste nce long after he himself was fo rgotten . (I 
think even he would be surprised, however , if he cou ld return from 
wherever he is sojo urnin g now, to l earn that his bra in-chil d has 
passed in t o the folk-lore o f a nation,) 

Wit h t his in mind, he pro'oably calle d in one of his old reli­
ab l es - or , since the paper was so young , a writer whom he kne w he 
c ould depend on for a good tale - and a s ked him what he had on the 
s t oc ks. A d-etec t ive story? Fi ne: Abou t a missing millionaire? 
Wonderful~ What was the detective's name? Blake. Fr ank Blake? 
·well now, what about somet hing a little more unusua l, a little more 
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out of the or d inary, a little more ~ ? Sexto n Blak e? 
Per feet'. 

No doubt a little fancilful - but the core of Blake's b irth is, 
sure l y, ther e. And, I think, th er e can be no ques ti on of the 
Edit or' s determ ina t ion to perpe tuat e the myth he had set in mot i on, 

Why e l se shou ld Blak e ' s adv entures be co nt i nued after Harry 
Blyth 's death? 

After all, up unt il t hat moment, BJyth had penn ed a bout t en 
Blake sto rie s for th e Marve l and Union Jack - not more , probabl y 
l ess, Ten stories , at intervals over a period of little more than 
18 months, can not really be sa id to be the so rt of thing that sets 
the world on fire. 

Yet Blake con tin ued to flourish, even th ough Blyth's style of 
wri tin g, in hi s origi nal ta Je s, was not exa ct ly brilliant. What 
was it, then, that the deteCtive had that made the public want 
more? 

I don't think t he reading public of those days to.ok to Blake 
unt il the turn of the century, when he began to appear, so t o 
speak , i n all d i re ctions a t once, and was not confined excl us ively 
t o the Uni on Jack. This is proof positive that, by t hen, Blake 
was popular. 
-B ut thr ough the 1890s I seem t o dete ct a gui di ng han d in th e 
bac kgr ound, helping him al ong. Explain it how you like, I pr efe r 
my Editor, a man who stuc k t o his guns. 

Another factor, of course , is that in 1895 W. Shaw Rae v ir tually 
took over the Bla ke series. The very fi r st "substitu te" writer 
af ter Bl yth 1 s death, as fa r as I know, was that old faithful 
"Anon, 11 who wrote Union Jack No. 43, entitled "Trac ked · Round The 
World ." (I am, by the way, in deb t ed t o Blakiana Host ess J ose phine 
Packman, for prin tin g the Halfpenny U .J. list of Blake authors and 
titles some years back.) Pr obab ly 11Anon11 was Shaw P.ae anyway • 
the latter was dest i ned t o be the first really proliflc Blake ' 
chronic ler. 

The point ls, Rae is generall y considered to have been an above­
a verage writer. Obviously , this so r t of th i ng hel ped tremendously 
in Blake 

I s climb t o the top, (continued) 

w A N T ED: . 11,\GNETS, pres1940 coples of Ski pper, Hotspur, 
Wizard , Adventure , Rover and Comics, 

D!NNIS MALLETT, 24 1 BATCHl!LORS BARN, ANDOVER. 
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HAMILTONIANA 
LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No 123: NO SUMMER' NO STORY'. 

Origina ll y , perhaps, it . occurred to Solomon that One swal l ow 
does not make a suaner. Had he 1 iv ed a couple of thousand years 
later i t might also have occurred to him that a sports contest 
does not make a story, 

Two of the substitute writers had the impression that an 
account of a fi c tit i ous spo r ting eve nt wou l d capture the interes t 
of a read er and thrill him to the core. And, if one event would 
do that, than a st rin g o f sporting events, full of detail and 
s t atistics, must be a smash-hit, unfailing attraction. 

Char le s Hamilton knew quite well t hat both these premises 
were wrong. A si ngle sporting event would fascinate the reader 
if it came about as the climax o f varying human emotions as i n the 
cricket match when the star player, Stacey, failed and Wharton was 
able to show his true worth. A single sporting event would en• 
thral the reader if it resulted in varying human emotions as when 
Wharton made up a football eleven which was a 11thing of shreds and 
patches" in the Rebel series. 

But stories which merely described sporting events were as 
dull as a th irty -year o l d Wisden t o the average. reader. The Gem 
suffered most from these slices of boredom, though the Magnet had 
more than enoug h of them .in the early twenties, 

Danny reminds us that it is just fifty years ago sin ce the 
big sports contest series was running in the Gem. There were 
actually 25 weeks between the first story and th e la st of this l ot , 
th oug h during that time th ere were a few tales which had nothing 
t o do with th e contest. From its length, and from th e effect upon 
readers of its so obviously overstaying its welcome, this series 
is undoubtedly the most notorious of all the sporting se ri es. 
Looking at it now, one can be a litt le more generous and wonder 
whether, just possibly, it is qu ite d'eserving of the odium which 
it gained with many readers . 

The basis of the series was absurdly slim for the length of 
time that it was to r un. Contest s were to be held between the 
Shell and the Fourth Forms; Lefevre of the F ifth was to be a kind 
of co nsultant umpi re , and Frank Levison of t he Thi rd wa.s to keep 
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the sco res in a specia l book. This book was to featu r e especially 
in one of the stories by Charles Hamilton. 

Hamilton him.self wrote some of the stories in the se ries , and 
th ough these particular yarns were no masterpi eces they were well­
written and imnensely reada b le, even though they were not sufficient 
to prevent the se r ies as a whole being a black patch in Gem history . 

Pentelow and Hamilton must have planned this series together. 
We can be fairly certai n that the origi nal idea was Pentelow ' s, 
Sporting events were r igh t up his st r eet , and he is reputed to 
have written well of them though I find h is accounts in some of the 
tal es in the series quite unbeli evab le . Hamilton ne ver wrote ·o f a 
sports series, and it is quite unlikely that he created or had much 
faith in this one. 

Nevert heless, he co-operated with the series, as he had co - op­
erated with other ser ies which had been basically crea ted by 
Pentelow. Hamilton wrote a pleasant littl e piece of nonsense 
where points were gained in a success io n of japes. He wrote of 
the boat-race event. He took over, from Pentelow, 11Racke 1 s Man" 
who was some individual whom Racke had i nstalled in a cottage nea r 
St . Jim• s fo r the pur pose of food - hoarding. Hamilton di s posed of 
Racke I s man in a plesant little ta le which had its moments . He 
wrote of the fight between Trim ble and Skimpole in which only body 
b lows were allowed, an amusing if unbelievable piece of su bterfuge 
on Tr imble's pa r t, Hamilton wrote of th e st r ange disappearance of 
the record book which was the responsibility of Frank Levison. He 
wr ote of the chess encounter between Manners for the Shell and 
Koumi Rao for the Fourth - an encounter which eventually took 
place while an air rai d was in progress. In one or two of the 
pre vious stories, he told of Manners planning hi s moves for the 
game of chess when it should materialise. 

There is not much doubt that Hamilton loved chess, but one 
would not think it a game ab out which anyo ne could write in a 
manner which would please and excite the average j uvenile . It 
says something for Hamilton's genius that he was able to do just 
that. 

Anyone can assume, if he wishes, that Ha.milton wrote these 
stories int o Pentelow -1is spo rt s contest s eries "under editoria l 
direction. " For me, such a view does not make much se nse. It 
might be natural that Hamilton would not wish to cross swords with 
his editor, but, all the same, i t seems obvious to me that Hamilton 
was far t oo valuable an asset of the Amalgamated Press for Pentelow 
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to be in a position to thr ow h is weig h t a bout whe re Hamilt on was 
concerned. Far more likely, I thin k, that the whole arr an gement 
suited Hamilton I s book achnirabl y, 

He was writing Cedar Creek and Rookwoo d eve r y week for t he 
Boys I Fr ie nd . Some t ime had gon e by since he swi tch ed h is main 
atte nt i on from St , J im 1 s to Gre yf r iars, and he was in the th i ck of 
va r ious Redwing series . It seems feasible to th i nk that it suited 
him to leave t he gen eral plot formations for the Gem at t his time 
t o Pe n telow, whi l e he himself slipped in t he odd couple o f t a l es 
now and then . 

Pr obably , in my vie w, there was somethi ng psychologica l in it, 
t oo. What eve r Pen t e l ow' s wor th as a general writer of boy s ' tales 
may ha ve bee n, he was an a l so ran where St . Jim's was conce rn e d . 
Hamilton's tales in the Pentelol,,l series stood out l ike gold among 
the dros s. Pentelow, possibly, cou ld not se~ .. it, but certainly 
Hamilt on di d , And in my 9pi n i nn !l&milt on, bei ng human , enjoye d it 
immensel y . 

Whet her I am r i ght or wr ong . one thing is a bundan tl y c le a r . 
Hamilt on nee d not have co ntr i buted to t he sports contest se r ies if 
he hadn't wan te d to. He had quite enough on h is pla te for him to 
make excuses till t he sports contest had e nd ed. Instead of writing 
cont e st stories , he could have wr itte n a new St . Jim's series a ll 
his own, to follow on when t he contes t had run its wea r y cours e . 

I said earl ie r that Hamilton never wrote of a sport s series. 
It would have been more accurat e to ha ve said that Hami l ton never 
wr ote a sports ser i es i n which the spo rts were the majo r par t o f 
the plot. He wrote 11The Ca.r dew Cup " series, 6 s to r i es i n th e Gem 
of late 1922, but how vas tly different that wa s from the affair i n 
1918 . Cardew found himself ve r y unpopular as a resul t of hi s slack 
habits. He conceiv ed the i dea of getting his gran dfa ther t o p r e ­
sen t a cup to be won as the resu l t of a footb all tournament. Un­
fortu natel y , Ca rd ew's plans went awry, and he f ound it necessa r y to 
vis it a pawnsh op in orde r to fin an ce t he pr oj ect. There was a 
great deal of subtle , witty humour i n th is series, an d Carde w 's 
persiflage was a delight to re ad . The cup a nd its vicissi t ude s 
wer e fa r mor e impo rt ant th a n t he a ctua l fights to win th e cup . 
Even he re , with large patches of Hamilton at h is most bril l ia nt, 
the se r ies does not quite ring t he be ll , fo r , inevit abl y , there 
was t oo much footba ll f or the average read er. And de s cript io ns of 
fic tit ious games do not mak e a s t or y . Luck ily th e re was plenty 
more t han footba l l in the Card ew Cup series . But t his one was prob-
ably t he last of its type in whic h Hamilton ever ena;aa;ed A a:oad 
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job, too. 

CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

LAURIE SUTTON: I was very interested in your comnents on 11The 
Shadow of the Past." I have studied this story and, like you, 
conclude that the Pepper's Barn references are too numerous and 
fit too smoothly for the s tory to have been largel y r ewritten by 
Pentelow. I suspect that certa i n short passages may have been 
written by Pentelow but the story must, I fee l, have been wrltten 
by Char les Hamilton in personal consultation with Pentelow, As 
you point out, all previous references to Pepper's Barn must still 
have been in manuscript form - in fact the "Pepper' s Gotd 0 s tory 
t o which reference i s made was only published a fortnight earlier. 
l assume that Pentelow must have told Hamilton that he i ntended 
to revive the St. Jim's Parliament (which Hlmilton establi shed in 
1908) and discussed the matter with him, for Hamilton• s own 
st ories featuring the Parliament and Pepper followed very close 
on Pentelow • s. He must surely have been under some sort of 
pressure from Pentelow. however. Why, for instance, did he us e 
Flip Derwent in 11Fl ap 1 s Brother" when Marj orie Haz:eldene would 
have served the same purpose in a re·titled story? 

Incidentally, there is at least one instance when Pentelow in­
disputably inserted his own work into a Hamilton story, This i s 
in Gem 431 ("Grundy the Ventriloquist" • reprint 1581) in whi ch 
Olapter 14 has been written in by Pentelow . A number of sentences 
and paragraphs were omitted from the repr i nt, includi ng this very 
typ i cal Pentelow : "The great heart o f Georg e Alfred Grundy swelled 
within him, unt 11 it was nigh to bur s ting. For one moment a 
dreadful doubt a s to whether he was always and infallibly right 
as sailed his mind, In the next it had vanished. 

"Perish such doubts~ When had he ever been wrong? 
11He. walked away with the hand of Eric Kild are heavy on his 

shoulder . 11 

Kildare himself had the 0 great heart" in Gem 493, to which 
Pentelow gave the t i tle 0 Kildare of the Great Heart." 

JOHN TOMLINSON: My favourites at the four schools are sti 11 Jack 
Blake, Bob Cherry, Teddy Graoe, and Ralph Leslie Fullwood. Hand· 
forth is still too much of a good thing, but whereas Bunter used 
to amuse me, I now find the Greyfriars stories contain too much 
Bunter. In fact, he has got t o be almost as much of a bore a s 
Hand forth. I st i ll regard Grundy as an int o lerable nuisance. 
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THIS IS WHAT HAPPENED TO ELIZABETH GERTRUDE 
writes Norman Linfor d 

Your letter in the Digest wit h referenc e to th e re viva l of 

Bes sie Bunter and Cliff House in th e "MerUn 11 book s in t eres ted me 

ve ry much . The story "Bess ie Bunte r and th e Gold Robbers " i s 

actua lly a complete uncut r e print of t he weekly se r ies tha t r a n in 

THE SCHOOLGIRL starting with 7 Apr il , 1934 under t he t itle of HABS 

HUST NEVER l<NOW, 14t h Apr! l, 1934 , THE CAPTAIN THEY SCORNED, 21st 

Apr il , 1934 , THE VERDICT OF THE FORM, 28t h April , 1934, ALL TO 

SAVE HER CHUM. (4 weeks) . And all written by John Wheway. 

It is a matter of per so nal prefe r e nc e I think as to who wrote 

the best s tor ies about Cllff House. As r egards THE SCHOOL FRIEND 

my colle ct i on covers several bound volumes fr om the first issue of 

Kay 17 th 1919 to January 26 th 1924 (246 Issues) as well as some 50 

odd i s sues spr ea d ove r the years l924 - 1929. I ha ve studi e d th e s e 

s t or ies very closely and fee l that the "golden ye ar s" of THE SCHOOL 

FRIEND can be attributed to the wor ks of Hora ce Phillips and Reg. 

Ki rk ham, not fo r getting th e gra nd o ld man h imself , Char l e s Hamilto n, 

who u,ade such a goo d j ob o f creat ing Cliff House and wr i t ing the 

first six stori es. I often think had he have con t inued the writ ings 

he would have made quite a success of it althoug h I remember when 

watching him be in g in t e r vieY ed i n 1960 on televi si on an d men t ion 

was made a bou t Cliff House he said he thought he hadn't the fla i r 

[or writing gi r ls I sto ries. 
I hav e a bound collection of THE SCHOOLGIRL from 1932 t o 194 0 

which contain ed all the wr itings of Cliff House by John Wheway as 

well a s t he SCHOOL FRIE ND annua Is . Hr . Wheway 's Cliff House is as 

you say ve ry much differ e nt from the origi nal · - and oh how so much 

different whe n comparing the MAGNET r ef er ences to Cl iff House in 

t he 19 30's. but I am bound to say my prefer ence goes t o Mr. Wheway 

who really had t he "know - how" of pr ese nting sto r ies containing 

sports f ix tures fo r the schoo l girl mind, He see med able to bring 

the charac ters a live, and some where 1 s eem to rem ember his ab ili ty 

being desc r ibed a s masterpie ce s of s choolg i r l evolution. I admit 

he br oug ht a big ch ange into Clif f House by the introduction of 

new characters . The be st new characters were Di ana Royst on . Clarke 

and Faith Ashton I think, although Lydia Cr osse ndale, Lella carro l , 

Narcelle Bicquet were cl ose runn ers. I think hi s ta le nt for br in g­

ing characters alive would have been better employ ed in co ncentrat­

ing on the old orlglna l character s o f THE SCHOOL FRI END, such as 
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Dolly Joblin g , Cissy Cla r e, Annabel Hichens, and reta ining these , 
in st ea d o f r epl acing with Janet Jordan, Elsi e Effingham , Fra nces 
Fros t , an d o thers. But as you say there was a tend ency for all 
new write r s to br in g i n their own chara cter s an d who can say they 
were wrong as nat urall y with the passing of time ther e has to be 
changes, What was most conf using in th e 1930 1 s was to read of 
Cliff House in the Magnet and all about Mias Bellew of t he Four th 
Form, when you then tu rne d to THE SCHOOLGIRL and found the Fourth 
Form mistr ess was Miss Olannant . 

As regards Bessie Bunter I rea lly t hin k she became a much more 
lova bl e cha ra ct er , as when she first came to Cli f f House she tru ly 
was a little "beast" and an exa ct copy of her brother. The r efor ­
mation of Bessi e was a s low process started by Horace Phillips, 
continued by Reg Kirkh am, and L. E. Ransome (th e l atter's writing 
reducing Bessie 1s appearance in the majo r ity of stories t o practi­
cally a sentence or two). When Mr. Wheway t ook ove r in 1932 he 
had a new characte r in Bessie Bunter already made a nd ha ppi l y he 
brou ght her back in t o the sto r ies more pr ominently .and polis hed 
her up. 

I don ' t thin k the colour of Mabel Lynn's hai r was ever ment io n­
ed in the School Friend ser ies -- I remember Barbar a Redfern bei ng 
described as dark and olive sk inn ed -- as th e schoolgirl readers 
of the thi rti es showed such an interest in th e cha racters I think 
Mr. Wheway was ri ght to mention the colour of Mabe l's hair. What 
bette r than to g i ve her golden hair a direc t cont rast to Barbar a ' s 
dark hair. 

Perh aps some day we shall know mor e of why Charles Hamilt on 
gave up writing about Cliff House in t he Schoo l Friend , as I t hi nk 
he was capable of the extra output. I t seems as th ough he was 
treat ed unf ai rl y and t her eaf te r one can unders tand why it aMoye d 
him so about t he othe r writings. 

FOR SALE: Gems 656, 659, 664, 673 , 676, 677, 681, 682, 696, 1448, 
~50, 1451 , 1453, 1455, 1457 , 1473, 1474, 1475, 1476, 1477 , 
1479, 1480, 1550. Reasonably good copie s 6/ - each plus pos ta ge. 
Red MAGNl!TS; 306, 310, 311, 312, 12/6 eac h, plus pos tage. 
TRIUMPH 713 (1938) 2/6 plus post a ge. SCHOOLGIRL 465 (1938) 3/6 
plus pos t age. Schoolgirls' Own Annual 1925, 5/ - pl us postage . 
S.a . e., fi r st, please. 

ERIC FAYNE EXCELSIOR .HOUSE, GROVE RD , SURBITON; SURREY. 
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(Int e r eating items from the 
Ed Lto r I s letter·bag) 

EDWARD TIIOHSON (Edinburgh): Danny, wlth hlo wonderful d l ary, h 

moat interesting, and I much enjoy bis references to the old film 

a tars. I remember the names o f the st ars, but Danny br i ngs to 

mind the actual films. My sist er has in formed me that Jack Pi ck .. 

ford 's wife was Olive Thomas, who died at a very ea ·rly age, so 

possibly Louise Huff was his second wife. 

(That probably is the solution. Jack Pickford, himself, dled 

young. - ED.) 

WILLIAM LISTER (Blackpool): If over the past nine yea r s C .D. has 

b r ought me any sorrow Lt has only been hlice. The copy containing 

news of the passing of Edwy Searles Brooks and now news of the 

passing of Mrs . Edwy Searles Brooks. 
I never met them but it sta b s at t he heart just the same. 

wonder what will become of their collie · dog? I notice in one or 

two of the Berkeley Cray • Victor Gunn books some of the charac · 

ters own a border col l ie - no doubt based on their own dog. 

Whil e being a ''Nel son Lee" f a n I can hardly say what I llke 

best about C.D. I like it all • mop i t up, ao to spea k. 

What's this about Merlin books and "Nel son Lee"? It so un ds 

good. 

RAY HOPKINS (New Cross ) : What a fine, nostalgic review was Les 

Rowley I a article. I enjoyed it so much I read it through twice 

jus t t o get that warm feeling of pleasant remembrances from the 

past which it evo ked so well. 

l!..._1M (Ulver ston): I liked the hard - hltt l ng ed itorial in th e 

April C.D. 

!AURIE SUTTON (Orpin gton): I re cently got hold of a paper called 

"True Blue," No, 223, published by Aldines, The date ap pea r s to 

be May, 1904, judging from an ad ve r t on th e inslde cov er . The 

main point of interes t is that it contains a story ca l l ed "Edmun d 

the Archer," a sto r y of the Third Crusade, by M. Philpott Wright 

who, you rem ember wrote Billy Bunter s t ories for the Vanguard, 

EXCHANGE ONLY: Magnets 1923 to 1938, some complete runs , for 

other Magnets of same period. Short runs and humor ou s stories 

preferr ed· SHEPHERD 91 HARVEYCLOUCH ROAD SHEFFI ELD 8. 
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''HIKE AT IIRYlCIN" 
'l1JKE AND PSMITH" 

RE VI E W 

P . G . Wodehouse 
Armada 2/6 uc h . 

Way back ln 1909, th e ap lendld Wodehouse schoo l s t ory ''Mike" 
vaa firs t pub U1hed. Thoroughly entertai n ing for 1e ni or schoolb oy 
or adul t alike, i t has particu l ar charm for the cr ic k.et co nnoha eur , 
The book fell naturally lnto two par ts. Dur ing t he flrst part 
Mike was at s chool at that famous Wodehouse esta bli shment Wryki n . 
Making poor pr ogress here , Mike was sent to Sedlelgh , and his 
adventu res there fo rm part two of the book. At Sedlei gh, alao a 
new boy in company with Mike, was the old Eton ian Psmith. As 
yea r s passed, Pami th became famous and Hike was f orgotten. Be­
t ween the \Iar a, the sec ond half of t he s t ory was publish ed alone 
t o cater f or the myri ad Pemith fan a. 

Now Armada has publishe d th e whol e s t ory o f 1 'Hike " i n two parts. 
They a r e a 1'must 11 fo r anyone who enj oys a well-written and i nt elli ­
gent schoo l tal e, and they are grand value for money. ''Hike" is 
a classic fo r the masses. 

WA N T E D : Old paperback books of the "lbllan Bat" storie s by 
E. R. Home- Gall. Also want any magazine stories of this character. 
VA N T E D ~ 2d. "Thr i ller Lib ra ries" contai ni ng "The Shadow" 
sto ries repr inted from U ,S. Magazi ne , W A N T E D ~ Any issu e s 
of the ol d 11Scoops 11 magazine (S ci -Fi etc.) Writ e , st ating 
condition and price t o:-

N W HIGGS, 6 , KARLEY HEIG!rI'S, COLWALL WALK, ACOCKS GREEN, 
BIRMINGHAM, 27. 

WA N T E D : Good loose copi es or volumes containing any one or 
•ore of the following: GEIIS: Some !uues between 801 and 832; 
953, 954, 959 , 960, 970,974, 975, 981, 984, 985, 986, 987, 989, 
990, 992, 993, 995 . ~ : 401, 403, 40 7, 409, 413, 415, 421, 
422, 427, 433, 441, 442, 46ij, 467 , 474. 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD., SURBITON, SURREY. 

!~ .. Mi,/ Ho1ie1a', AMUais i927 }5,/:; 193; 351: ; ;929 joi -: skip?fr -Bo~ r o; ao,; - -Tfiiomon amual) 7/6 . Sup!rt> vol1.mt or whole ,,ar or Boys• f'rl,nd June 1906 • JW11 1907, 
splenclld copt es , rtrst - cla ss blndl nc , cont atnln& ichool and advent ure st<lrlu , But.on 
8lake , Nipper, et.c. tt O. 12 loose Populars , yur 1927, 716 each . Postage utra on all 
lUCS , 

Wfitl "Ith s , a , e, , to DUC fAnl:, EICD.310R HOU3£, GROVE RD,, SUR81TOH. 
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MIDLAND 

Meeting held 26th March 196 8 ---
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C LUBS 

Fine spring weather and easy travelling c onditi ons helped to 
boost the attendance to ten members, whic h i ncluded Ian Parish who 
has been absent fo r a l ong t ime . 

Formal bus i ness was soon c oncl uded and Tom Porter produced his 
usual fe a tur e Anniversary Number and t he Coll ect or s' Item. These 
were a f ine copy o f 'The School Friend" No. 98 wh-i ch was published 
26th Mar ch, 192 1 and 47 years o ld to the da y and t he Collectors' ' 
Digest Annual fo r 1947, the first ever is sue o f this now famous 
an nual. It is no w diffi c ul t to obt a in copies of this . 

Tom to ld the members of his vis it t o the Mer sey si de Club a t 
Liverpool and said numbers had fallen, but t he few who r emai n were 
keen and were prepared t o carry on an d hoped fo r better days. 

Correspondence from Stan Knigh t and John Bond provoked d is .. 
cussion a nd it was debated whet he r or no t Frank Ric hard s tried to 
imitate Charle s Dickens on his penny a line system . 

Ray Bennett, who last month showe d member s his i ntere s tin g 
selec ti on of cu t tings was invited t o show more of them at a meeting 
later in the yea r . He' promised t o do so, 

The chairman showed another film about na r ro w gau ge ra i lway s 
in Wale s , This was ve r y interesting a nd showed r emains o f li nes 
built decades befo re th e Magnet and Gem were publi shed. 

The raf f le pr izes this month were kind l y pr ovi de d by Bill 
Morgan and Stan Knight. Ian Parish and his uncle I van Webster 
were the winners. 

The next meeti ng on 30th Apr i l co ntai n s a c hang e of pr og r amme . 
Ian Bennett will give a ta l k on "Boys' periodical s as I know them ." 
Ian has a lread y entertained th e mee ti ng with h is Capta in Justice 
ta lk and member s will , no dou bt, loo k fon.iard to another tr ea t. 

Bill Morgan will now give his i te m at the Ju ne meeting, 
Next meeting will be he ld at the B' ham Theatr e Centre , 30th 

April, at 7-30. 
J . F . BELLFIELD 

Corresp on dent . 
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On Tuesday, March 26th, the revived Golden Hours Club held its 
second meeting i n Sydney attende d by the regulars. During t he 
meal general discussion pr evailed, and over coffee some news items 
were passed around. The beautifully - produced Bunte r Book with its 
t rib utes to c. H, Chapman was admi red , It was unanimously agreed, 
however, that many page s could have been used in more fully 
covering Chapman's life and career . "Bunter's antics" style of 
pictu res have been done to death (t hey must ha ve been popular at 
some t ime), and it was felt that many page s were wasted here, 
Still, the book is a "must 11 for the shelves. 

The complete Sexton Blake prog r aQ'll'le for 1968 was next covered. 
The club i s mystified by S,8, polic y , and feel that the concentra ­
tion on the juvenile aspect is the edge of the wedge, 

A New Zealand "Churns" volume with no date or publisher's name 
was t he next myst ery for members . Not even known to exist , it was 
an attractive book remarka bly like a baby brother to the o ld 
sc arlet vol ume. Familia r aut hors• names and a Sexton Blake ta le 
made it a must for Vic Colby ' s collection, and i t now rests in his 
files. Silent films and Cigarette ca rds were discussed at len gth , 
to wind up the meeting. 

The next meeting will be held at Cahill ' s Restaurant on 
Tuesday, 30th May. SYD SMYTH 

~ 
Meeti ng he Id Saturday, 13th April 1968 

When Chairman Geoffrey Wilde opened the Meeting {which was the 
"Annual General 11

) the re were fi f teen members there, and Bill I 
Williamson had attended the Ubrary Session but had had t o leave , I. 

The minutes were read by Jack Wood, who had kindly recorded 
t he proceedings in the two -mont h abse .nce of the Secretary (now 
back from a memorab le visit to her Australian br other) , Gera l d 
Allis on ga ve his Treasurer ' s Report and the Annual Balance Sheet; 
also good news of a visit from Roger Jenkins in June, and a letter 
from Ben Whiter - whose forecast regarding Leeds Unite d all hope 
wi 11 come true~ 

There was more publi ci ty to report too. Gerry told us of a \ 
visit from a r eporter and photographe rs of 11Reveille " which i n the 
next week or so should have a lively accoun t o f Cl ub activities. 
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Then Geoffrey has recorded an interview for T . V. which wi 11 appear 
in "Look North 11 very soon . All were very inte re sted tC\ hear de­
tails of the record lng done in Geoffrey• s home . 

Now fo llow ed a resume by the Chairman of the year's meetings 
with thanks to all who had taken part . Special mention of the 
Gre y friars Se r ial, and plans for more individual stories were 
given . Writers, to have the summer for their efforts , ha ve als o 
to in corporate specified words and phrases in the ir stories. The 
Election of Officers for the coming year resulted in the ret urn en 
bloc of the present team who will be very hap py to serve agai n . 

A short 20 Questio n game came now . Harry Ba.r l ow, Harry 
Lavender, Jack Roberts and kith Balmforth ge tt ing three out o f 
four right. ("Rainbow" los t, "Potter & Greene," 11River Sark " and 
11Guss ie ' e Toppe r" won , ) 

During refreshments a draw for names chose Harr y Lavender and 
the two Jacks (Wood and Allison) t o arran ge the first sununer pro ­
gramme in May. This method will de ci de the rest o f the sutrll'ter 
meet i ng leaders . 

A short reading by Breeze Bentley from an S.O.L. featuring 
Alonzo Todd "enjoying" his first breakfast at Grey fri a rs. Breeze 
br ought many chuckles in his rendering of the Duffer's re marks . 

The meeting ended with a film show of scenes in Aust ra l ia 
tak en by Mollie Allison, (who, though missing the lovely Queensland 
sunshine, was happy to be sharing again the unique OBBC fellowship). 
Next meetlng Saturday, llth May, 1968 . 

M. L. ALLISON 
Hon . Sec 

~ 
The re was an excellent atrenda nce at the Dollts Hill meeting 

on Sunday . April 21st Nat urall y there was a stron g flavour of 
Nelso n Lee lore, seeing that t he !1ost was Bob Blyt he who ha d put 
the Edwy Sear les Brooks museum on display, plus his complete Nelson 
Lee library collection and his ~reat sto ('k for libr a r y bor r owing. 
Bob Blythe set the ball rollin g with a pa per on the rival merits o f 
Church an d McClure of St . Frank I s and Potter and Greene of Grey­
friars . A short discussion took place as other members aired their 
views. Afterwards members gave t heir own opinions about la st month' 1 

item:- ''What I detest about Ha.mi l tonia ." Then fol lowed a rath e r . 
len gthy discussion when the two foregoing items seem t o mer ge. 
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Quite a 1,:00d couple of subjects for all to talk about . 
A ve r y fine t alk wa s F,i ven by Lc·n Pac:kman on °T he Comic Papers." 

He tll11~trated hi.s l<1!k with m,,uv fine specimens and t o the old 
time r s he brought h,H a<. m.rny happy memor i e s o f yes teryear. Bi 11 
Hubb;Hd li(ave out the- proposit ions for possib le fut ure meeting pro · 
~ranv·rw~ c.1nd ph ,s h is frJ l\Jw corrm i t l E"l'·man , Bob Acraman, was ad jud ge d 
tv ha ve dont> a \'t;>f }' t 11 1, • j0 h o f wor k . Bob Acraman was unavoidly 
abse.-nt, thu s th 11 Huh !,a r ti ex -p0und~d l he work done himself, 

Lt.•O P,ickma n iu d ~' L\ sh ,w one cor.1plc t e set o f Sext on Blake ca rd s 
which are Ki ve n awa\' wit h ;1 swee tmeat. These forme d an admi ra ble 
p i cture of Blake, Ti11ker :1nd Pedro . Also on sho w was a co py of 
"Valiant" which ha s .i pi.ct ~·re strip of Blake. 

The nC'xt meeti ng wi 11 b<.> at Excelsio r House. Cr ove Road, 
Sur blt on , Surrey, on Sunday, May l 9th . The ho!:-t v i 11 be Er ic Fayne 
and all who inrend to he present , k i ndly i nform. 

With votE:s of thanks to the hos ts , Bob an d Llura Blythe, 1t was 
homewa r d bound on a beautiful sp r ing eveni ng. 

'.!.!!OSE COMPETITION WINNERS By 0. W. Wadham 

Wonde ri ng, r ecent l y, .who might have won a prize of (10 per week 
fo r H fe in a competition conducted by th e Unio n Ja ck in 1924 , I 
have sinct> become cu ri ous as to who won many other big pri zes in 
numerous boys' papers and comics from aroun d 1900 t o 1940 . 

I have copie s o f many different weekli e s of t hose year s. Most 
of them offe r money prizes i n var ious con test s. Quite a few of fer 
a fi r st award of E.500. Others se tt le for £250 . Yet nowhe r e in 
any of t hose jou rnals can I f ind t he name of a big priz e winne r 
listed . Certainly a f ew winne r s of E.5 and £1 have their names and 
addresses publish ed, but big money takers are not in the pict ur e at 
a 11. 

Perhaps readers with a b i g co lle ct i on of o ld boys ' jour nals 
· might be curious to fol low up this idea . Can anyone tr ace a winner 
of even (250? 

If he or she i s s Lill a li ve, and could be contac ted, I am su re 
he would be most flatte r ed. And he would hardl y likely to have for­
got t en th e pape r tha t pr( )vid ed him with a r i ch reward. I n fact, he 
just might be inte rested enough t o join th e happ y famil y of old boys ' 
books colh:ctors, and live again the ple a su re s of h is halcyo n youth. 

Especial1y that rare t hri ll of land i ng a b ig monetary reward. 

* * * 


