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AJmlll IWlf A STIAM IQUP? 
Laat -k I recei....i • letter. It •• abort and to the 

point, though it gave nothing awy. It read u follC1Wa: 
"PleaH aend - e frea con of Collector•' Digeat, u I 

think it -Y give • the info ... uoa I du ire." 

Cl>vioudy a letter like that ie aildly irritatlq . The 

chance .a are that the writer -y be e collector of beer-bottle 

lebela or juat one of thoae folk who write awy for frH -
plea of anything . But courtuy ._. flrat . I aent the 

aeotl-n hia free copy of C.D. 
leek .... hia reply, u foll-: "I wrote to you becau .. 

I ba,,. two CorOD&tion C:0.cbaa for aale, and I•• aetoniehed 

to receive a -aasine devocecl to old c .. ica Pleue aend • 
a frH copy of any paper you -Y run devoted to other 
collecUna . " 
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It'• funny , o f course, but it i s the backwash of the ambiguity 

of the titl e of o ur magazine . Every year I get hund r eds of letter s 

from people who wish to sell something far, far removed fr om the 

sph ere of ol d boys ' books. 
La st month the r e was a letter from the town clerk o f Aberdeen, 

who informed me that hi s council had fo r sale six road s te am 

roller s, And one from a lady in Aberystwith who wished to di s pose 

of a one-hundred-years-old camera and would I p l ease tel l her what 

lt ls worth . 
An American who collects old motor licence pl ates wrote: 111 

have written to the Prime Min is te r and he has given me your name. 11 

I wonder how they found out about C. D. in Number Ten . 

And so it goes on. There is no lack of variet y , the spice of 

llfe , ln this offlce. 

TIIENTY YEARS WITH THE O .B .B .C. 

At Excelsior House we are to be privileged to act as hosts to 

the London Branch of the Club on May 19th, and we a r e to be jolne d 

by a contingent from the live-wire Midlands section. Hr. Len 

Paclan.an, ou r energet ic chairman, has rem in ded me that it is exac tl y 

20 yea r s since the first Sur blton meeting was held . 

That flrst meeting at Surblton - on May 2n d 1948 to be exact 

- was the third meeting o f the new l y-founded O.B.B. C . 

Twenty years, A very, very lon g time, A remarkable achieve ­

ment . Let us paus e t o digest the magnitude of that wonderful re­

cord, an d to pay tribute to the club ' a co-founders, Len Paclanan and 

Bob Bl ythe, not forgetting anothe r who was in it from the beginning 

- "Uncle Ben" Whiter, whose enthusiasm, lo yalty , and hard work have 

add ed so much to the success of the London Branch all down the years. 

Make no mistake about it, London owes an immeasurab l e d ebt to 

thos e th re e g r eat and lovab l e pers onalities A clu b is only as 

stro ng as the men at the he lm. In this l and of ours, innumerab le 

clubs of one sort and another are started every ye a r. Most of them 

fai l because, l ike the seed in the parable, the y hav e no real roots 

- no depth of earth. The 0.8.B.C. has been a r l p- roaring suc c ess 

because, a t the heart of things. have been men who have never 

allo wed their steam·p i pes to gro w cold . The un qu en C'hab le flame of 

thei r enthusiasm and effort has carried the club from strength to 

strength, and it has never looke d ba ck. 

It was at Surb i ton, a l itt l e l ater on, that Herbert Leckenby 

attende d his fi r st Lond on meetin g . Her e was another man who had 

that drive and per sistence whi ch was essentia l if COile cto rs' 
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Digest was to be a success. Moat amateur magazines fail because 
the pr oducer lacks the ve rve to ke e p it going as the li gh t of h is 
enthusiasm dims. If Co llectors' Digest had not put in its appear · 
ance regularly early each month, the interest of readers would 
have died slowly but surely. 

But Herbert Leckenby had th at same trait which dist i nguish es 
Messrs . Packman, Blythe, and Whi te r, - an d, of course, the leading 
lights of all our clubs, DEDICATION! Hats off to the splendid 
men behind the clubs . 

NOT FORGETTING DON WEBSTER 
last month, in some coornents about the Magazine Pr og r annne 

produced by the brother of Edwy Sear l es Brooks, I referred to th e 
11Q11 Theatre where the Magazine Programme was in use for many 
years. I mentioned the owners of t he theatre, J ack de Leon and 
his wife, Beatrice Lewisohn .. 

Our May issue had not been out many days before I had a tele ­
phone cal l from Don Webster, the founder of our Liverpool club and 
now on e of the sta !warts of London.. Mr. Webster ha d managed to 
con ta ct Beat ric e Lewisohn, and presented her with the May issue of 
C.D. He t e lls me she was delighted, and, before long, we may be 
ab le to let you have some of her corrments on the Magazine Pro gr amme. 

Since my last editorial was written, I have been reliving 
countless delightful hours I spent a t the old "Q. 11 I mentioned 
last month some of the stars who started at "Q. 11 I now recall 
Beatrice Lehmann and Jin:my Hanley in 11They Walk Alone, 11 tried out 
at uq" and later transferred with the same cast to the West End . 
There was also a splendid producti on of "Good - bye Mr. Chips," far 
better than the f i lm for the story-line was much s tronger . I for ­
get who played Chips, but his wife was played by Pamela Nell. 
Then there was the famous ne gro actor Norris Smith (he was i n 
11Show Boat'' at Drury Lane, and recorded for Columbi a the songs 
from that musical) in ''Watch on the Rhine. 11 Norris Smith's son 
was a pupil in my own school for many years. An e xt renely gifted 
youngster. 

--Or GERRY ALLISON 
The famous weekly 0 Reveille 11 devoted a whole page early in 

May to a'n artic l e on our Northern Club's activ i ties, and eaibellish­
ed. it with a smashing picture of George Figgins himself (Mr, Gerry 
Al l ison, to you) having a right royal time surrounded by the many 
treasures in his collection. There were also delightful repro ­
ductions of the Magnet , the Gem, and Chips. You can't keep that 
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The y 've certainly got some­

THE EDITOR , 

DANNY'S DIARY 
JUNE 1918 

It has been a marvellous mon t h in the cinem a s. From my po in t 
of view, the most outstan di ng pi ctu re was Cha rli e Cha plin's new 
3-reel comedy "A Dog ' s Lif e." I t I s gra nd, an d I went to see it 
twi ce a s i t sho wed for 3 da ys at the Empire an d then the next t hr ee 
days a t the Gem Ci nema, With it at th e F.mpire was Chrissie Whit e 
a nd Henry Edwa rds in "Broken Threa ds" and this was lovely , With it 
at t he Gem was shown Marg uer ite Cla rk i n "Bab ' s Bur glar" and this, 
too, was tip - top . Marguerite Clark is said t o be a ri val of Mary 
Pickfo rd. 

A pic ture which had a l ot of ad vert ising was ''The Kai s er - the 
Beast of Berlin." It wasn 't a ll that hot, re a ll y , as it was a kin d 
of hi s tory of Kaiser Bill. One evening we went t o se e Pauline 
Frederick in '~ he Hungry Hear t" which was to o he avy for me, but a 
new s er ial Molly King an d Cr eigh t on Hale i n 11The Seven Pe a rls 11 was 
good and so were tw o Keys t one com i cs. 

Thi s month "A Little Bit of Fluff" has ended at the Criter i on 
Theatre with its 1241s t performance. What a run~ 

The Magnet has been pr e t ty well up to ave r age th is month wit h­
o ut bein g a b la zer , The first ta le "Bi l l y Bunte r I s Birthri gh t 11 

wa s a si ll y a ffa i r . Bunte r c l aimed t o be the heir of Sir Foul kes 
Bunte r o f Chu ckfie ld Place. 

But the other Magnet s were pre tt y good. 11Bolsover 1 s Way" 
t o ld of Elliott, who shared a stud y wi th Bo l sover, an d who was i n 
h i s l ast week a t Gr eyfria rs . But El liot t has got himself in debt 
to a man named Smi les , an d if Elliott s uncl e found out about 
Smi les, t hen the unc le would pr obab le have no t hing more to do wi th 
El l iott. Har ry Wharton tried to help, but i t was finall y Bo l sover 
who so lved Elliott ' s pr ob lem. 

Ne xt week ''Napo leo n of Gre y friars" is a new Fren ch boy, Dupont, 
who i s put into Bo lso ve r' s study in p lace of El liott . 

Then "William the Good" which was re a ll y ve r y fun ny. Bunter 
ref orms - but his reform t urns out t o be pa infu l for a 11 the chums . 
They decide t hat Bun te r is less trouble unreform ed. 

Finally, 11Bolso ver's Enemy" was a sequel t o "Bo ls ove r's Way.
11 

The man
1 

Smi l es, turns up again, an d seeks re v enge against Bolsover. 
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The Derby was run a t Newmarket and was won by a horse named 
"Gainsborough, tt 

The Gem has been pat chy but a win ne r on poin ts. The first 
ta l e ''The Champion of th e Shell" was very good inde ed. This was 
odd, r eal l y, for it was a ll about chess, but there were a good many 
side - turns an d the chess contest, betwee n Manners and Kourni Rao, 
was fi nally won i n an air r ai d . 

Next week 11Against All Comers" was not a winner. Al l about 
wre stlin g , it neve r interested me a bit. 

After th is , " Six on the Scent." Th is time, points in t he con­
tes t were to be won f or detection. Ski mpol e had written a 300-
cha pt e r boo k on th e pr ogress of the war . It disappeared, and the 
ju ni or d etectives tried to find out what had ha ppened to i t. 
Fai rl y good fun. 

" He rries ' Specia 1 Turn 11 was by no me ans a bad t a l e. Points 
were to be \orlOn for the best musical i t em, and Herries ha d the idea 
of p l ayi ng the co rn et, the pi a no 9 the drums and the symbol l s all 
at the same time. He went t o Mr . Horatio Curll for instruction. 

Lastl y, ''The Hidde n Hoar d" was pr etty goo d, tho ugh it star r e d 
Mr. Pepper and Gr undy. Grund y ha d the ide a th at Mr, Peppe r was 
hoarding food, Actually the ol d cha p was storing pavin g sto ne s 
and Gr und y near l y got l ande d with a l ibe l action. Fairly fu nny, 

This month pos t ag e fo r a let te r has gone up to l\d. Awful 
pr ic e for sending a letter, Our l ast po st i n the evening now c001es 
in about 6, 30, so th ough the pr ice has go ne up t he service has gone 
down . 

The hos pi tal ship "Llandove r y Castle" has been torpedoed 
though it car r ied big r ed crosses on each side. 230 peo ple were 

lost. 
There has been a v er y unusua l case going on in t he law court s . 

For some t ime past a man named Pemberton Billi ng ha s been talking 
about his b l ac k boo k which is s uppo se d to contain the names of pro­
Germa n s and ba d-li v ing people. He ha s mentioned a ll so rt s of 
fa mous pe o ple who are said to be i n his black book. He is a bit of 
a nut , bu t a lot of people believe him. But he said some aw ful 
things about a lady named Maud Allan , an d sh e t ook him t o co urt . 
She lo st the case, but most dece nt people seem t o feel so rr y for 
h er . My br other Doug says it has bee n a " cows ce le b r at ed" wh i c h 
is Fre nch for 11famous tri a 1." 

The Boys ' Frien d this month - oo-la-la~ What a paper'. Oui, 
ou i '. The opening Rookwood story was 0 Brought to Li ght. 11 Tub by 
Muffin f oun d out t hat ca tesby was looking a fter the bond s which 
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Bulkeley' s father was supposed to have stolen , 
Next week in " Foul Play," Knowle s tries trickery and vi ll ainy 

to s top Bulkeley coming back to be captain of Rookwood, This was 
good , but next week 11The Scare at Rookwood" about money being 
offered for the capture of an escaped tiger was rather weak. 

Then "Getti ng Even With Carthew" was good en t e rt ainme nt . Aft e r 
that ''The Hidden Hun'' told of a German priso ne r who escaped and hid 
a t Rookwood, He managed to flash l ights to air raiders, and bombs 
were dropped on Rookwood, do lng much dama ge. 

The Ceda r Creek series has gone on its t r iumph ant way. The 
last of the runaway balloo n series was "Dropped from the Cl ouds." 
This has been a fine series . 

Then two stories about a rather timid-seeming new master at 
Cedar Creek, Mr. Shepherd. These two were ' 'The Gentle She pherd" 
and "P l uc k Will Tell. 11 

After this, in " Lor d Todgers," Chunky thought he was hair to 
an earldom. A bit hack-kneed this one, but quite rib-ticklin g. 
Finall y , the start of a new series with "The Haunted Mine." There 
is a l ocal mine, called "Ba iley's bonanza 11 in the distr ct. The 
owner disappe are d a few years ago, and i.s said to haunt th e mine . 
When Frank & Co think the y mi ght buy it, a nd go to inspect it , they 
ge t the first taste of the haun t ing . Looks like being a good series. 

( EDITORIAL NOTE: "The Scare at Rookwood, 11 mentioned this mont h by 
Dann y, was only the fifth substitute Rookwood ta le in the Boys' 
Fr lend .) 

FOR SHERLOCK HOUIES FANS 

James C. Iraldi of New York (he has long been an enthusiastic 
Collectors' Digest reader) ha s written an original 14 - 000 - word 
story to add to the Sherlock Holmes saga. Based on the characters 
created by Si r Arth ur Conan Doyle , the novelette is not a parody or 
bur l es que of the great detective , but a se ri ous st udy on the part 
of Mr. I r a ldi to recapture the style, settings and atmosp h ere of 
the original stories . Entitled 11The Problem of the Purple Ma.cu l as, " 
the sto r y is available in a l imited edition, as a collector 1 5 item, 
at 3 dol lars, inclu d ing postage, from Luther Norris, 3844 watseka 
Avenue , Culver Ci t y, California , U.S.A . 

Th e Jester Annua 1. f2 offere d . Write: 
F l/ESTWOOD, 9 CHEVIOT CLOSE, CHADDERTON, LANCS. 
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B L AKIANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN 

2 7, Archdale Road, East Dulwich, London , S .E .22. 

GWYN EVANS' RELATIONS 

So much has been written in the past on the immortal Gwyn 
Evans' wonderful characters, and especially his Dickensian concep­
t i on of them, that it would be futile to COlllllent further on them 
he re. But a fact not known before, and pos sibly where he inh e rit­
ed his flair for writing i s that his great-aunt was none other 
th an Marian Evans - who under the pen-name of Geor ge Eliot was 
world famous for her writings including the immortal "The Mill on 
the Ploss" a classic in English l ite rature . Gwyn, whose favourite 
a ctr ess was Jessi e Matthews, and enjoyed the simp l e things of life 
in smokin g woodbine' s and drinking onl y beer, was also pr obab l y 
one of the world's most famous joker's, and amusing stori es of his 
escapades would be a good seller for any publish e r . Gwyn's father 
-was a h igh ly respected Wesleyan Minister who had his living at 
Portmordoc in North Wales. Greatly inte rested in what stories his 
son was writing, Gwyn sent him a couple of tales that he had 
written for the UNION JACK. 

His father wrote back to him on the 29th November 1929 as 
follows: 
My Dear Gwyn, 

I have read both of your stories; and of the two I preferred 
THE HOUSE OF EYES, though both are rather grim tales, but they 
show that you are very clever in devisin g plots, and that you have 
a very vivid imagination. 

I don ' t think that any Blakiana reader would disagree with t his 
statement. The Rev. Evans it should be added, was a writer himself, 
but mainly on church affairs. Gwyn incidentally, had one sister, 
and was married in 1926. He had one daughter named Patrica Gwyn 
Evans, who is now married to an American executive, lives in the 
U.S .A. an d who takes an interest in all her late father's writings, 

Gwyn died at a very early age, just before the last war and 
certainly long, long before his time, but hi s brilliant writings 
certainl y remain, an d will be with us for most certainly a very 
lon g time to come. 

W. O. G. Lofts 
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I MEET MRS • TEED By W, 0. G, Lofts 

It is s t ill remarka ble when I think of it. After sear ching 
Wales for t he widow of Mr. Gwyn Evans; and eventually finding her 
actua ll y living a short d istance away from me in London in the 
N.W. 1 . dist ri ct. I then find the widow o f Mr . G. H. Teed , after 
searching London, liv ing down in South Wales~ Suc h is the 
experiences of a researcher . 

Now livin g a t Penarth, a suburb of cardif f i s an elderly l ady, 
who has very nostalgic memories abo ut th e greatest of a ll pr e -w a r 
Sext on Blake authors. Her name of course is Mrs. Ivy Teed. Now 
aged 78, I have found her an extremely interesting correspondent, 
and with t he ment al abi l ities of one man y yea r s younge r . Especi­
al l y so where da t a is concerned about such a grea t author. Such 
was my in t erest in the letters that Mrs. Tee d wr ote me, that I 
tho u ght it worth while a visit to see her. In conver sation, one 
can get t h r ough far more things than le ngt hy correspondence. 
Accepting Mrs. Teed's kind invitation to l unch, I ca u ght the n ow 
fast Pullman train from Padd ington, a nd within three hours was 
meeting Mrs. Teed at her home, where she now lives with her sister. 

Looking yea r s younger than her yea r s, Mrs . Te ed looks very 
much like Bar ba r a Mullen o f Dr. Finlay's Casebook , and I soon found 
that she was an extrem el y well ed uc ated an d cul t ured person . Dur ing 
ou r talks, I was able to ga ther quit e a large numbe r of new facts 
about Geor ge Hamilton Teed. Mrs. Teed a lways used t o call him 
'Hamilton 1 a nd so for t he sake of brevity I will l i ke wise call hi m 

that in this a rticle. 
Geo r ge Hebe r Hamilton Te ed, t o give him hi s full co rr ect name, 

was born at a small place, nea r St. John ' s, New Brunswick, canada. 
His father was Almon Isiah Teed, a very prosperous merchant, who 
owned saw · mi lls, a fleet of boats, a co ffee pl antation in South 
Amer ica, and a l so used t o ferry goo ds ri ght out to the West -Ind ies. 
At an ea rl y age Hamilton's father died, and his mother married 
again , but his father ' s business was shared out bet ween him and his 
two sisters. Educated at Canada 1 s most exclusive schoo l McGi ll's 
Unive rs ity , Hami lto n it cou ld be said had as goo d an ed uc-at ion as 
anyone in this world. Whilst in his teens, Hamilton who by this 
time had had a ste p- b ro ther, an d who he sim pl y did not get on wi t h 
at al l, de cide d to see the worl d " I wante d to see the palm trees" 
was his explanation many years later to Mr . H. 'W. Twyman editor of 
the Union Jack. Hamilto n ce rta in l y saw far more than this, as he 
travelled round the world twice before eventua ll y finishing up as 
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a she ep-farmer in Auatr a l ia. 
Unfortunately, th e drought one year beat our author, and early 

1912 saw him on the boat to Engla nd almost broke, and wit h no real 

pros pects o f a job in the home count ry, During th e l ong voyage 

'home' as it were, Hamilton made the acquaintance of a lady named 

Mrs. Storm. One only has to expe r ience the long journey on a 

passenger li ner to appreciate the fac t, that within a sho rt time 

llomilton became great friends with her. Listenin g, sympathetically 

to his trou bles, and hard l uck down-under, Mrs, Storm who by her 

account · had recentl y lost her husband , and was a widow, was on her 

way back to England to info rm his publishers of his death, and try 

to ge t them to publish some of his work, which she had found 

a.10ngst his (Michael Sto rm's) effects. 
BecOV'ting gr eatl y interested in the scripts that Mrs. Storm 

showed him, eventuall y it was de c ided that Hami lt on wou ld wr ite 

some stories and Mrs . Storm would take them u p to Fl eetwa y House 

and get them published as being the hand of the late Michae l Storm. 

It shou ld be a dded tha t Michael was re garded as a b r illiant author 

and anything from his pen was usua ll y accepted wi tho u t quest ion. 

As it is well known now, this materialised, and eventually Hamilton 

appeare d himself to the astonishment of Willie Back, who thought 

that the 'ghost' of Michael Storm must real l y have arrived, as 

their styles were so aimi lar. 
So much has been written in the past and recently on Mr s . 

Storm , that I wi ll slmply c lo se my remarks about her by saying that 

she was a very strong willed woman and eventually she and ' Hamilton' 

hod a dispute an d t he y parted company. 
Now an established Sex t on Blake writer, the war in 1914 saw 

him in Paris. Returning to London, he joined the King Edward ' s 

Horse, a Canadian Troop, and served in France, Later he ;was 

stationed in Dublin, whe r e he became very ill with pneumonia, 

Invalided out of the services , sur pr ising enough , when he was 

offered a post in French Cochin he accepte d and did not resume his 

writing caree r, Possibly h e thought tha t the hot climate on the 

Wes t coast of Southern India would be far more beneficial to his 

health , than the damp in England. I t was here, as branch manager 

of an export firm, t hat he first 11..et Hrs. Ivy Teed at a fancy dress 

ball, who in cidentally was the daughter of a gove r nment offi c ial. 

They were married in 1920, and with the c l os in g down of the export 

branches and making them ag encies, Hamilton decided to resl.lD.e hie 

career in London of writing Sexton Blake yarns, and so they arrived 
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back in England in 1921 . After a sho rt while ~ they moved over t o 
France, where they lived i.n t he Latin quarter in Paris . Mrs. Teed 
t oo k a deep interest in her husband ' s writing s , and th ey o ften 
use d to di scus s plots . Hami lton• s favourite character was that 
arch criminal Huxto n Rymer, whils t he based Yvonne on hie favourite 
actress star Yvonne Arnaud , He used to type h is sto ries st r aig ht 
out with no pag es ever wasted, nor no subbing af terwards . But 
ab ove all he really enjoye d writing his Blake yarns, which is 
certainly d iffe rent from some authors I have met who considered 
wr i ting a grind , an d more like an imposition. If any author ever 
influenced him it was obviously Michael Sto rm, an d he used to en j oy 
talk ing about him and his writings , Not of course knowing that 
such interest would be s hown about Mi chae l Storm some 50 yea rs 
later, Mrs. Teed un f ortuna tel y di d not remember as much as she 
wishe d she ha d done at the time about this author - exce pt to say 
that most certainly her husband had never met him, as he had died 
long before he ever contemp l ated wr iti ng Blak es. 

Mrs, Teed can well remember Mr . H. W. Twyman coming to Paris 
to discuss a plo t with Hamilton for a story. They went to a 
ca th e dral, and became so en gro ssed in a theme for a plot , that 
Hamilton pi cked up a j ewelled sca r ab and put it in his pocket. It 
took a lot of explaining to the gu ide, before thin g s were ba ck to 
norma l! 

Hamilton cou ld speak French fluentl y , as he ha d learned it in 
his boyhood in c.anada , where French is t he second lang uage. Su r­
pris i ng, he very r are l y talked ab out his old home life a nd he 
eventuall y so ld his shares in his father's business/ ) after a sister 
had vi sited him i n London. Hamilton, however, often brou ght his 
own re a l life a dv e nt ures into his stories, and what man better t ha n 
he with his vast experience in world travels, and with his various 
lo cali ties so authentic in co lour, 

Towards the end of the 30's, however, Hamilton became very 
i ll, and eventuall y died i n I.Dndon at Whitechapel, just before the 
war, Mrs. Teed has an old , now ver y t a tt ered co py of t he Union 
J ack which he r husband wrote, which has been read over and over 
again; an d two bound books "Volcano Is land" and ''The Voodoo Queen" 
o ne of which is au togr a phed, and has a photogra ph of Hamilton in 
his pr ime inside the cover. 

Memories not only of a husband , but of probabl y the greatest 
Sexton Bla ke writer of them all. 

* * * * * 
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"Tl!E MAN WHO MADE SEXTON BIAKE" 
(continued) 

By C . A. J . Lowder 

I mentioned Blyth's style earlier, and said that it was not 
exactly brilliant. Looking back on it, it strikes me as being a 
little unfair, a coament of that nature, for he was undoubtedly a 
professiona 1 . 

Yet, of all the writers in this collection of Marvels, only 
Maxwell Scott truly stands out - a diamond amongst a heap of 
coloured stones. Scott, of course , was otherwise known as John 
Staniforth, creato r • or, again, maker - of Nelson lee. His only 
fault, as far as I'm concerned, i~endency to be slightly 
pedantic. Apart frOll't this , he writes with impeccabl e precision -
a fine stylist, indeed , 

Bl y th has a defin lte narr at ive and descriptive skill - but, 
a las , he falls down on his dialogue, which is stiff and ·unreal. 

' "rhere is small need fo r you, my friend, to tell me how eager 
you are that I shou ld succeed ," says a character in "Silver Camp" 
(Halfpenny Marvel, No. 36). 

Comparisons are odi ous, as we all know, and times do change. 
But if we read dialogue by such contemporaries o f Blyth ~s Arthur 
Morrison or C.Onan Doyle it i s at once clear that Blyth was indeed 
uncom f or tab l e when reporting the conversations of his characters. 

And ye t, as I said, when it comes to describin g a fight or a 
fire or a stormy night in Alaska he is as ski lled as the next man, 
if not more so. 

That last appears in "Brought To Bay 11 (No. 23) written under 
the Hal Meredith by-line. 

11Across the plain, towards the forest - trees, the wind rushed 
wit h a howl and a shriek, and from time to time a howl, even more 
fierce, a rose fr om the starving wolves whi ch infested that wild 
land . As the wind died away to a low wail, the sound of bells was 
heard, then the crack of a whip, and a sledge, drawn by fou r magni­
ficent rrey horses, appeared in sight." 

This tale ls, inci dentall y , quite extraordinary in many ways. 
Blyth writes a beautifully atmospheric first chapter - the shriek ­
ing wind, the flurries of snow b linding the traveller, the howling 
wolves, the haunted house owned by the miserly o ld Jew who soon 
gets his just deserts (he is th rown down the stairs and breaks his 
neck) etc. Cha pter 2, quite the opposite, is hilariously funnY., 
with the au thor go in g to great len gt hs for belly laughs. In Chap· 
ter 4 he draws, in words, a superb picture of Our Hero being chased 
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and attacked by ravening wolves - a tremendous piece of description, 
this chase - and then, in the last cha pter , we a r e handed about 
3,000 words of sheer, outrageous padding, a description of a bear­
hunt that is completely extraneous to the story . 

The whole thing is most odd, since it is blatant l y obvious -
the Editorial 11chatlf is twi c e its u sual length, too .. that Blyth, 
the professional, has miscalcul a ted his normal 22,000 words . 

In his next novel - ''The Horrors of Siberia" (No . 24), written 
under his own name - Bl y th takes us bac k to the world of bloo d- and ­
thunder, with the ac cent J-eav i l y on the former. 

Per cy Lorrain is se nt to Russi a in order that he may never 
find out that he has been swindled by his "tr usted" guardian . In 
St. Petersburg, he is l ured into the fell clutches of a secret 
societ y , almost blown to pieces by an infernal machine (they were 
remarkably l uck y in this respect, those l ads of yesterye a r), 
captured by the Tzarist police as an anarchist plotter, and sent 
off to Siberia, where he, just by chance, meets a friend who has 
suffered the same fate. They escape, are pursued across an ice .. 
covered river, where their pursuers (a troop of so ld iers) perish 
when the ice cr a cks, cross the Pamirs to Samarca nd and over the 
Roof of the World· - where they are captured by brigands .. to India. 
Thence to England, Home an d Beauty, just in time to save the hero­
ine from a fate that was usually reckoned in those days to be very 
much wor se than death. 

And t hat is only the half of it. 
''T'ne Horrors of Siberia 0 rattles along at a tremendous pace 

and shows th a t Blyth must certain l y, in the past, have written more 
than his fair share of those same penny-dreadfuls that so infuriated 
Alfred Harmsworth, his employer. 

"The Lone Islander" (No. 42) is in a much quieter vein and , to 
a certain extent, is much more interestin g . 

The he r o comes upon the vil lain in the act of stea li ng an all­
important pocket-book, but, unfortunately , he hasn't the sense to 
understand the implications thereof. Consequently, th e vil la in has 
him pre ss - ganged. After a storm in the Atlantic, he finds himself 
stranded on a barren i sland in the centre of the Sargasso Sea - and 
then Blyth really gets down to business . 

In effect, he gives us a lesson in survival - seven chapters 
of quite brilliant des c ription of how to live on not hi ng on a 
deserted island. He a l so, for instance when describing a sunken 
galleon, comes up with gems like this: 

11Tt •• a aiaht so 1usse1tive of life activity and the 
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buotle of hlD&p beings, th.a~ it thrille d him with new ideas , and 

fired hia, imagioation. He could picture this noble galleon, 

proudly hJ'ea&ting the waves, with white, bulging , sai l s, and he r 

we ll-polis hed gun s glinting in the sun. The bravery and pride of 

Spain paced her decks, an d, while she was heavy with silks and 

je vels, spices and doubloons, sh e grandly pursue d her course. 
"Now this proud thing lay stranded by the shore, her treasure 

rot ting in the silent waters, and the bones of he r masterful 
coanan ders grim l y mingling with the wealth they had fought so hard 

to obtain. 91 

Added to this descriptive excellence is the eerie sense of 

desolaticm , of being raise d, so to speak, on a small platform in 

the middle of a lim i tl ess, a r ound an d in depth, sea - a thought 

that must fill even the most unimaginative amongst us with horror, 

(continued) 

OPPERS: EXCl!Al«;E Olll.Y - "Magnet s" 8 79, 885, 916, 983, 1066, 1093, 

1096, 1179, 1180, 1198, 1228, 1285, 1355, 1361, 1365, 1372, 1440, 

1441, 1449, 1450, 1477, 1491, 1506, 1531, 1533, 1534, 1666. 

''Gems" 802 906, 996, 1013, 1014, 10 15, 1107, 1111, 1136, 1345, 

l~ 1347: 1350, 1424, 1'434, 1441, 1448, 1541, 1580, 159 7, 1599 , 

1602. ''rhe Grey friars Herald" new series No. 1, 35, 40, 48, 50. 

"S.O.L ' s" 146 , 14 7, 150 , 154, 158, 172, 215, 217, 221, 246, 249, 

25 1, 304, 343, 34 6, 349, 411. 
~: EXCHANGE or BUY ''Magneto" 704-5 - 6- 7, 809, 812, 828, 98 1 , 

982, 984 , 1080, 1082, 1088, 1089, 1271 , 1272, 1284, 132 5 , 13 78 , 

13 79, 1404, 1409-10 - 11, 14 66, 1471, 1472 , 1500 , 1508, 1519, 1521. 

"Gea•" 774, 812- 13- 14-15 - 16-l 7-18, 1135, 11 74, 1331, 1363, 1023, 

1024, 1048, 106 6, 1095, 1442, 1469, 1587, 1594, 1595, 1598, 1600, 

1601 , 1603, 1604, 1616, 1642 and others. S.O.L ' s., Greyfriars, 
St. Jim's or Rookwood. "COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUALS" pr e 1951.. 

W. TITT ENSOR, 18, PARKWAY DAIRYPIELDS, TRENTHAM, STOKE- ON-TRE!n' 

----- - - - ------ - -- -- -·- - -- - - -- - -- -
w A N T E D : Good loose copies or vo l umes containing any one or 

mor e of the f o l lowing: ~: Some iss ues between 801 and 832; 

953, 954, 959, 960, 970, 974, 975, 981, 984, 985, 9 86 , 987, 989, 

990, 992, 993, 995. ~: 401, 403, 407, 409, 413, 4 15, 421, 

422, 441, 442, 46 6, 467, 474. 

ERIC PAYNE, EXCELS:tOR HOUSE, GROVE RD,, SURBITON SURREY. 

- - - - - - - --- ----- -- - - --
w A N T E D : "Union Ja cks . 19 18 - 1930 vintag " 

l'l i fAINE 3629 OU6PRA STREET VICTORIA 8 c fr6NAP6 
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HAMILTONIANA 
LET ' s BE CQNTROVERS JAL 

No 124 WHICH WING FOR BILLY BUNTER? 
I notice in oUr Midl a nd cl ub's report thi s month that they 

ha ve been discussing "the learned gentlemen who are always having a 
sneer at the Magnet a nd the Gem and exposing t heir own ignorance 
and prej udices. 11 

A month or two ago an ed it oria 1 in co lle cto r s' Digest drew 
atte nti on to something o f the so rt, a nd it i s possible that 
Midland 1_s discussion stem:ned from this, Our editorial commented on 
a lit erary review of a newly-publ ishe d autobiography, and the 
fo llowing is an extract from that editorial: 

"I wond er so metimes why some of these inte 1 lectua ls seem to 
have a passion f or destro y in g the happy memories of the very things 
which seemed so worth while in years gone by." 

"Intellectuals" was probably a euphemism, But I have a sneak ­
ing suspicion that a political bias ls behind attacks of the kind 
to which we referred. 

Pol itics have no place at all in our hobby. At our meetings 
we do not bother two hoots whether the enthusiast sitting next to 
us is right wing, lef t wing, or fed up to the teeth wi t h all wings. 
We a re just as unco n cerne d about his or her po 11 t iC"a 1 views as we 
are about his or he r rel igious beliefs . 

I have not seen the autobiography to which I refe rred above, 
so I do not know whet he r there is anything outstanding in it, Onl y 
two reviews of the work came my way - one from a left wing wri t er 
the other from a left win g periodical. 

The two reviewers in quest ion seem to have selected that 
pa rticul ar opus fo r review for the simple reas on th at the writer 
of th e autobiography had a fat her who hate d the Gem and the Magnet. 
One of the reviewers, at leas t, wasted little space on any ap pr a is­
al of the auto biog r a phy , but took the opportunity to attack the 
two famous boys' pap e r s. He sne e red at the ''snob appeal" of the 
Ge.m and the Magnet, a nd then carried on to condetnn them as "rubbish," 

Snobbery is easy to cope with. It i s so loathesome in itself 
that it is wide open to attack. Harder to deal with is inverted 
snobbery, for those guilty of i t don a "holier than thou" halo 
which never t a rni s heS in their own eyes. 

For the extremists, the Gem and the Magnet become the subject 
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of ridicule and contem pt ~o~ thf-simple fea ,..son that they deal with 
public schoolf'I.~ 1'h,lch , thos .e ~xtll~ i~V• ,e te,s~ . But dozens of 
other pa pers featured s tories of public schoo l life. Then why 
select the Gem and Magnet f0r a tt ack? sill1f)l y bec ause Charl es 
Hami l ton was the man who wrote the fi nest atoriep on t.he theme 
down the year a, 4od they w~r~ the most unLversa lly lov,d, 

Any man ls entitled to his own opinion abou t the public 
schools as such. ~ut it 1,s arrant nonsense for a,nybody to suggest 
that " snob appeal 0 was the reason you and I bought the Gem ~nd the 
Magnet each ~eek and have followed their fortunes down to the 
present day . We spent our sparse pocket-mone y on those papers be ­
cause we lcved the stories :.hey offer ed and admired the morals 
they tau gh t. We l oved Cre yfriars, but not because any of us would 
have wished to go to Grey f r iars. We loved Christmas a t Wharton 
Lodge, but not because any of us wou ld have exc hanged ~ Christmas 
at our own modest homes for one in the elaborate sur r oundipgs of 
Col one l Wharton. 

I was brought up in a radi cal atmos phe re . My fathe r an d 
mother were liberals. Both 1 of them were what would today be 
te nned "left wing,'' In fact, my mother was often qui te vociferous 
on the subjec t of social reform. ~ut n ever did eithe~ ,o f them 
condemn my papers because the stories told of public school boys 
and of people who had far more money than we h~d . In fact, the 
whole fan,.ily enjoyed the papers from time to time. So long as the 
moral t one was good and the tale s were reasonably wel l written, 
that was all they both ered about. Nobody ever suggested , in those 
days that there was anything political about the Gem and the Magnet. 

Most of Charles Hamilton's readers came from the mid dl e 
classes, which nev er feat ured at all io his stories, and from the 
lo wer classes for whom there was always just the slightest breath 
of patronage . Did any of those readers resen t such schools as 
Greyfria r s, or feel bitter about Gussy who was so often tipped a 
"fiva .h."? Of course they didn't. 

The Amalgamated Presa was a flrm wlth a tilt to the right . 
Few of us could doubt that, bas ica ll y, Hamilton was a mild rig ht­
winger . He didn't believe that J.ack was, of necessity, as .good as 
his a,.aster , He didn't bel irve that the world owed everybody a 
li,ving whi ch meant that he had no time for layabo .uts ! . In Edwardian 
ti mes he was gently sa tirica). abou; socia li sm. He . thought the 
su ffra gettes figures of fun, though he was careful to ~ke Arth ur 

Aug~• ·t~sw~:v:r:~do~~q:;~~ai~e:~d of the F.mpii ·e and of ~hat : · in his 
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v iew, i. t stood for . Boys from the F.mpife, i r res pective of col our. 
were the cream of the earth ~ H~ b eliev ed i n bi r th and breeding , 
an d he was embarrassingly tar 't abput upstarts. Self-made mil l ion­
aires se l dom shone in a good light, Thoug h a gent le snob himse 1 f , 
he porttay ed snObbery for what it i rs - the most degrading of vices. 

He admired th e old a ris toc r acy, but, with cha r acters l i k e Sir 
Hilton Popper, he showed that there are black shee p in every fol d . 

Probably he had not much time for parliamentari .ati.s at all. 
All down the years, when gove rnmen ts Were chang i ng from right to 
l eft and from l eft to ri ght , he poked mild fu n at those i n power. 
He neve r seemed to have a ve ry high Opin i on of Americans, th ough it 
is unlikely t hat when Miss Vanessa Redgrave next goes out t o pr o­
test she wil l be waving a Magnet. 

He wrote of boardf.ng sc hool li fe , not because he ha d any first­
hand knowledge of it, but because a day school would have given no 
sco pe for hf.s sto r ies. Despite t he sneers o f those who c l aim that 
there was never a publi c sc hool like Creyfriars, he was amaz in gl y 
convf.ncing because he wrote so well. His characters 'had mon ey be­
cause without it so many of t he ir adventures would have been 
impossib l e. 

And there were times, a ll down the years, when he wrote 
st ron g l y on soc i a l cond itions in a manner which ma.de a l astit'lg 
impre ssion on his you thful r eaders. 

Among his critics, one, George Orwell, lame nte d the absence of 
sex from the Grey friars sto r ies, Anything of that sort is merel y 
ludicrous. 

It has seemed incom pre hensib l e sometimes t hat Richma l Crompton' 
lova bl e r ascal, William, has become the objec t of the mud-sli ngers 
now and t hen. But we must rememb er that Willi am ' s home ha d a 
bre akfast r oom, a morning room, a drawing r oom, a coo k, a housemaid, 
and a ga rdener. Very class -co nscious~ His critics, in their 
walled-in pre ju dice, failed to see that William is hilarious ' in the 
e ffect he ha s on the fl U:ff y, pompous, or toffee-nosed people he 
meets in t he inmedia t e c ircle of his parents. He would b e qui t e 
unfunny if he l ived in Cor onation Str ee t . And Richma l Cr omp ton ha s 
ever been a non- r es pe c ter of all politi ca l parties . 

Of co urs e, I may be wron g in seein g a politi ca l bias d.n the 
ba r be d utterances of some of the cri t ics, but I do ubt · t t . In 
recent years, politics have c r ept into a ll too many walks of life. 
It's a bit too mllch wht!ri they are allowed to c reep int 'o 1:.a deli ght­
fu l hobby in an effort to smear the memories which mean far more to 
us than th e slanted views of c r itics o f any wing. 
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BU!IIER - VENJ:RILOQUIST 

bv R J Godaave 
Does the gift of ventriloq u ism automatica l ly endow the speaker 

with sufficient brainpower to imit a te the voice and personal 
colloquialistns used by the pers on whose voice i s being imitated? 

It is obvious that the ventrilo quist must be able to assume 
the voice, and, more important the oral personality of the person 
he is imitating . The manner of delivery would also be of the ut­
most importance. Imitation being idiomati c as well as tonal. 

It is, therefore, surprising that Bunter i n the Muccolini 
Circus series, who is always portrayed as a poor scholar a nd not 
gifte d wi th fluenc y, should be able to emula t e the headmaster Dr , 
Locke, his form - master Mr. Quelch and Loder of the Sixth. Equally, 
at the other end of the scale he is able to imitate, successfully, 
a 11 and sun dry of those who are connected wi th the ci r cus, even 
the ventriloquist Mr. Tip himself, again successfu ll y . 

To be able to do th is entails a considerable amount of con · 
centration. How Bunter managed this is be yond my comprehension, 
even allowing for author's licence - which is, unfortunately, 
frequently stretched beyond the bounds of credibility, and often 
serves to make an otherwise en joya ble yarn have a false ring and 
thus destro y th e concen tration of the reader. 

W A N T E D : 11ADVENTURE i 11 11HOTSPUR i" "ROVER;" 1~IZARD ~" and 
their Annuals. However old or new, but part ic ularly 1950 - 1964. 

J CALVERT, 6 7 BRAMERTON RD,. Bii.BOROUGH, NOTTINGHAM, NG8 . 4NN. 

VERY URGENTLY WANJ:ED: S.O.L ' s 223, 
offered. Magnets 1557 - 58; 1609 

H. FRANKLIN, 83 UFFINGION A VENUE, 

406, 409, 410 . £1 e ach 
15 / - each offered. 

HARTSHOLHE ESTATE, LINCOLN. 

Ll.....h..! : Nelson Lees, 1st New Series, 192 co pies. 'l"\io wanted 
to complete set. !t>derate to mint. Offer s. 31 copies, mostly 
J rd, including last issue. £3. Poat extra. No ca llers . 

Ll!N WORMULL, 245 DAGNAM PARK DRIVE, ROMFORD, ESSEX. 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
CONDUCTED BY Jt,CK WOOD 

E S BROOKS a n d RICHt,RD STARR By L S Elliott 

Referring to l e tt ers in th e Jan, and Feb, issues on Edwy 

Sea rles Brook s an d Ri cha rd Starr , I would lik e to clarify two 

iss ues. 
The st or y ''The StO\i'a way's Quest, " was de finit ely written by 

E. S . B . as 11Robert W. Comra de. 11 

I have a le tt e r from Hr. Brooks dated June 20th, 1927 , (from 

Bar ton House , Halstead) wher e in he says so. In fact, he lent me 

his copy, wi t h severa l ot her s , of his old "Boys ' Fr iend" sto r ies . 

I wonder how many other boy s , at th at time , k new t ha t "Ha r t i n 

Clifford, " '"Fran k Ri cha rds" and "Owen Conquest" were on l y 'pe n ­

names ' and that E. S. Broo k s had WTltten both Gem an d Magnet yams 

but not Rookwood. 
He t old me, in confiden c e, a ll this, an d much mor e; also, 

tha t he had nev er used th e "Owen Conquest 11 nom-de-pl ume but had a 

couple of yarns du e in f orth coming "Hol i day Annuals. 11 

With ref e rence to Ri chard St a r r (his co rre ct name) he o n l y 

used the na me Lewis Essex for "Spar t acus'' i n t he b egi nning o f 

''Young Britain," noth ing to do wi th the Blake a ut hor. 

He men tion ed his s iSter, who is buried in t he ce me t e r y a t 

Coring ... on-Se a. 
Ri cha rd Sta rr was writi ng a aerial when the 1914-1 8 var 

s t ar t ed. It was immedi a te l y t urne d into a war stor y. Th en he 

enliste d i n the Royal Fl ying Corp s, but cont in ue d the s tor y, whi l e 

tra inin g in the new No. 41 Squadron. 
He waa s uddenl y o rd ered t o France, after onl y six week s, wh ic h 

th reatened t o s top the aerial . He suggested to hi s a ut:e.r , v ith the 

conse n t of the e ditor - Garr ish - t hat s he con ti nue d the seri a l, 

as sh e had a lready sold a few short sto r ies, Sh e di d this fo r the 

th r ee years Mr . Starr was awa y in France - wit h Mrs . St ar r doin g 

the ty pi ng - a nd when Richard Star r ret u r ned he r esumed an d com ­

plete d th e s tory "The Daun tless Three" ( "The Big Three .. lat e r in 

the Jester). 
Edi tor Garri sh gave the slater f urthe r work on t ~e Jes t er an d 

sh e la ter wr ot e several sto ri e s for ''Young Britain" a e Ve ra Lov e ll 

There ls much mor e I could wri te about pa per s l ik e "You ng 

Br itain , u "Plu c k," "Roc ket, 11 and 11Champio n, 0 but I am afra id "C .D. 11 
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has not the space to spare. 
Re fer ring back to E. S. Brooks, the years from 192 7 when I 

correspon l"ed with him, reveal a mine of information and give me a 
feeling of nostalgia, and shock that I had forgotten so much, 

TREASURE TROVE By William Lister 

When you are young it is possible to think in terms of the 
discover i ng of hidden treasure - treasure trove is the term used. 
A pirate ' s map may fall into your hands and from then on the 
treasu re is as go o d as yours. 

Ho .::i·· : ·:, the passage o f time c r eates a good dea 1 of doubt, as 
to whether any such treasure does exist in our modern world. And 
our hopes grow dim a lon g with our eyesight , 

Once again we can take hea rt! Hidd en treasure does indeed 
exist. At l eas t for all the fans of "Nelson Lee" and Edwy Sear l es 
Brooks. Not only is it known to exist i it has been found . 

The first jewel in the casket is on show on page 23 of 
" Col lector s ' Digest" for March 1968 and is exhibi ted by Mr. R. 
Blythe. 

In his article "Early Days" we have our first g l impse and 
the re are no doubt other treas ures likel y to be exposed to our 
eager eyes at a later date. 

Vera Brittain in her book "On Becoming a Writer" says ''The 
early strug g les of distinguished writers to get their first foot­
hold on the ladder of fame seem to be more interesting an d varied 
than t he ir ac tiviti es when they get to the top. 11 and R, Bly the' s 
ar t icle would suggest this is true. 

Here is a little gem; speaking of a 360 page st or y of 70,000 
words, Edwy says " I intend to send it to Blake and Sons, publ : shers 
(its been lying on my desk for the l ast mon th.) lt 1 11 cost about 
one sh ill ing a nd twopence to send. I'll have to get it off soon, 
though. 11 

Way back in 1909, there did not seem to be much mone y about 
for be g inner writers, in fact, to qu o te Vera Brittain, ' ~ust bef ore 
the 1939 war "Dark Tide" my first book, netted nothing a fte r pay­
in g £50, my share of publishing fees and my second only f.16 for 
many months work" {though later she wrote two best -sellers ). 

Arnold Bennett I s first novel left him 20/ - after paying his 
t yp in g bill. We are told that Antony Merton of 11Baron 11 fame 
co lle cted 700 re ' ection slips before earning his first 10 /6. 
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George Bernard Shaw's first five books were r ejec t ed • while W. L. 
George , South Afr ican writer of the l ast generation, papered h is 
walls with rejection s lip s before fame came hi s way . 

Who sai.d " If at first you don't succeed, try - try again"? 
No doubt Edwy recouped his l/2d. losses in due cou rse . 
The re a r e those who would say that after a ll, a part from Edv y 

Sear les Brooks later years as Berkeley Grey and Victor Gunn, moat 
"Collectors' Digest" enthusiasts admire him for his St. Frank' a 
tales in the 11Nel son Lee" and these are not among the 'classlca.' 

May I remind all such of the words of Dr . Cogswell, when 
opening the Astor Library in New York i n 1854. "Everybo dy amon g 
our readers at the lib ra r y reads exce llent books, except t he 
younge r fry, who empl oy all t he time out of sch oo l hours in reading 
trash, such a s Sco tt; Fennimore cooper; Dickens and Punch. 

11 

It appears the younger fry of 1854 knew what they wanted -
and the fans of ''Nelson Lee 0 cum St . Frank's School cum Edwy 
Sear le s Brooks are not one vh it behind t hem. 

We are al l wai t ing for R. Blythe 's next dip into the t reas ure 
chest . ------------------..... ----------------------------------------------

ADVICE TO WRITERS - 1912 VINIAGE By Len Wormu 11 

Among my recent acquisi t ions is a 1912 pub li cation - "How To 
Wri t e For The Paper: A gui de for the young author," by Albert E . 
Bull. Most o f the boys' papers of the period are l isted as pr o ­
spective ch an nels for the writer, outlining their particular 
requirements, The author 's coament on this sce ne of long ago 
might be of interes t : -

•tnon' t be led astray by grown up people I s idea s of boys' 
books. There a re certain works that every adult has read which h e 
re gards as triumphs of boys' lit er atu r e. But they are no t true 
patterns for the reason that few boys read them till they are grown 
up. Let us take two of these, "Treasu re Island" by Rober t Louis 
Stevens ont and "Tom Brown 's Schooldays" by Thomas Hughes. 

"Ste venson was discovered by the lat e Mr, James Henderson the 
publisher, and his story - beca use i t seemed prom ising - was r i sk ed 
as a serial in Young Folks, then a highly popular Journal. The 
grown up people wel comed a new master of writin g , but a ple biscite 
of the paper's readers showed that the boys would sooner ha ve 
thei r old favourite, Alfred R. Phil lips, a writer whose tales are 
now a lm.ost forgot ten. 
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"Tom Brown ' a Schoo lda ys, 11 be cause it i s a f ai rly faithful 
account of the sc hool i n which a gre at number of inf l uen t ial men 
lilere educate d, has been puff ed an d a dve rt ised by the a ppl ause of 
a ge neration now pa ssing fr om us. It is scarce l y a schoo lb oy ' s 
book at all. It deserves rather to be placed among th ose ve r y 
i nterestin g works o f remi n is cen ce s that have a va l ue his tori ca ll y . 
This book has been de s cribed as "t he most iumoral work of i ts 
cen tur y ," se t ti ng out as it does i deals of sn obbish ness , and 
teach ing t he youth of England the bes t way t o prepar e for a life 
of magnifice nt idleness, 

"The taste of the boy re a der i s consta ntl y i mpr ovi ng. What 
satisfied the youth of t wen ty yea r s ago would be fl un g asi de un­
re a d t o- day. The choice is no longer between Tom Br own 's Sch ool­
da ys (wh ich wasn't re ad} , a nd Ja c k Harkaway (which was}. J ack 
Harkaway would nev e r grip the present r eader. He was t oo heart ­
le ss, to o contemptible and t oo unr eal. 

"It may be news to man y of the pub l ic , bu t it is an ope n 
s ecret among write rs , that the re al auth ors o f a l arge number of 
the boys' stories now a ppearin g , are men and women who a re famous 
ln other fiel ds of j ourn a l ism . A wel l- known pl ayw r ight is t he 
h istorian o f a famous boy ' s dete c t ive, a nd a nove l ist now rankin g 
amon g the fi rst dozen or so, has oth er names by which he i s known 
t o a n icmnense army o f bo y re a ders, Th is is stated that the 
beginner may be saved from supposin g tha t he is co mpeting wit h 
wri ters of lit t l e ca libre . . .. . 

"Scho ol Sto rie s. These are pro bab l y f irst favo ur ite s . The 
sch ool shou ld a lways be a boar d ing-sc hool since the li mite d hours 
a da y - boy spen ds on t he prem ises s ca rcel y a ll ow s uf fi cien t oppo r­
tunity fo r a dventures, The thri llin g events of s chool life 
c an not a lwa ys take pla ce in c l as sr ooms. In one important po inc 
there has been a great c ha n ge i n school stories i n the l ast fe w 
years. The s tor y of a decade ago made the masters the bu tt of 
th e boys ' witt icisms . The modern idea is to hol d up the maste r s 
as a dmirable and j ust- min ded men, who t a ke a jo ke in good part 
a nd who often cont ri bu te to the fu n , 11 

MAGNETS {M~st1Y i936i7) fo; ;x~h;nSe': - six-~g ~ets -off;r; d-f ~r- -
any ONE o f the following Magnets - 958, 1012. FOUR Magnet s 
offe red for an y ONE of the following 4d B ,F .L. (Ce dar Creek} 417, 
465, 469, 473, 493, 497 , 509, 

P . J , HANGER, 10 PARK SQUARE, KINGS HEATH, NORT!!AMPI'ON, 
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CALLED (Interesting items f rom the 
Editor's l et ter-ba g) 

BILL LOFTS (London): This morning I had a coffee at 'The Billy 
Bunter s. Nothin g perhaps unusu a l in this, the reader may say 
- probabl y just a nick-name for a local ca~. But thu is the 
actua l name of the pla ce painted up ou tside io blue lettering, 
and with a small p icture of Bunt er each side of the shop front. 
large blown-up pictures of the fat owl, from the Knockout ai;e also 
co be seen inside. The address of this place is 442, Edgware Road, 
W.2 . , on the right - hand side going down from Marble Arch and ju st 
before yo u get to the Fire -Station at Maida Vale. So far I hav~ 
not been able to question the propri etor as to why he ca ll e d his 
cai'e by this so a pt name, but it 1 s cert ai nly a place in which 
Billy Bunter would have been a more t han regular visitor. 

EDDIE KELLY (Dublin): As well as the debt we owe to Cha rle s 
Hamilton we must not forget the set - up of t h e Companion Pa pers 
with their covers and the (at times) very beautifu l drawings of 
the schools an d boys . As Frank O'Connor said on Irish TV not 
lo ng before his de a th: "Our eyes are starved of beaut y, " He 
meant the terrible cult of ugliness in most designs today and the 
sense les s destru ction of the coun tr y side in our deteriorating 
environment. 

PHILIP JENKINSON (Har row- on - the-Hlll) : My brother has flve 
volumes of a magazine for boys and 'old boys, ' ca lled The ca pt ain . 
The volumes are twice-yearly and Volume One came out i n 1899 . ln 
Vol ume XIV in 19 08, there is the sto r y "The Lost lambs 11 by P . G. 
Wodehouse. lt is stated that it is a sequel to "Jackson Junior . '' 
The l atter is "Mi ke at Wrykin" an d the former '~ike and Psmith " 
I notice that you say the stories were pub lished in 1909. The 
sto r y in The Captain is published in six seria ls, whi ch a ppe ar ed 
in the mont hs April to September 1908 . nie stories were proba b l y 
published in boo k fon, in 1909. 

W. J. A HUBBARD (Leyt onst one): The May C. D. is to hand and I 
found it a most interesting number. Mr. Edward Thomson is correct 
when he states that Olive Thomas was Jack Pickford 1 s first wife. 
She ·did not remain his wife for very lo ng. however, a 's ' she died 
on the 10th Septem ber, 1920 , a suicide, f rom an overdose of 
deadly ' pills. A Vogue model, Ziegfeld showgirl and popular 
ac tress it was later given out she was 8 confirmed drug addict, 
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Readers of C. D. who are keen on the old silent films will no 
doubt recollect that the death of Olive Thomas 'sparked• off a 
succession of Holl ywood scandals - tho se concerning Roscoe (Fatty) 
Arbuckle, Mary Miles Minter and Mabe l Normand (Charles Chaplin's 
leading l ady) an d one of the most popu lar le a din g men of the day -
the handsome, athletic Wal l ace Reid. Mary Mi le s Minter an d Mabel 
Normand were both mixed up in the murder of the famous Hollywood 
Paramount Director, Willi a m Desmond Ta ylor, which has received 
notice in a previous number of the C.D. The caree rs o f "Fa tty" 
Arbuckle and of Miss Minter and Miss Norman d were, of course, 
brought to a sudden end and I do not think that any of them ever 
a ppe ar ed in films again while Wall ace Reid died i n a mental home 
in 1923 . He was another dru g addict. 

The extracts from Mr. Norman Linford' s letter contained some 
interesting detai ls r el ative to the charact e rs an d stories in .. The 
Schoolgirl" and ''Th e Schoo l Friend 11 and I would like to see a good 
artic le in the C .D . Annual giving particulars of the various 
stories an d series in these two pape rs on the li nes of the 11

Gem" 
and ''Magnet" articles written years ago in the Annual. Could not 
Hr, Linford ob li ge , for he seems to have a good co ll ection of both 
"The Schoo l gi rl" and "The School Friend"? 

FRANK CASE (Br a mcote): C.D . is as enjo ya ble as ever, an d cheap 
at any price. I am rather surprised that you didn't inc r ease t he 
price long ago, a nd, wha t 's more, not to 2/3 bu t to 2/6. Hy pay 
packet is modest, but the C. D. is one thing I shall a l ways be able 
t o affo rd. And I still think it dirt cheap. 

RAY HOPKINS (New Cr oss): A nice tri bute t o All an Blai r (by Walter 
Webb), a famous name of the 20 1 s and 30 1 s in the Sex.t on Blake saga. 

Danny got me i nto quite a mudd l e (only mentally) with his 
mention of H .B, I rving in ''The Lyons Mail. 11 Ah, yes, I thought, 
the H,B. Irving who was in "Kin g of Kings . 11 Then I thought, no, 
tha t was H. B. Warne r. Then it must be the Henry B. Irving who was 
in 11The Birth of a Nation. 11 No, that was Henry B. Walthall (after 
anot her think). Oh, HENRY Irving of Ellen Terry fame (or perhaps, 
vi ce versa) , No, it couldn't be . HE wasn't arou nd in 191 8. So, 
who is H.B. Irving, then? In c redible how Danny makes one 1 s brain 
beg in to tick over. According to Who Was Who, 1916-1928, H.B. is 
Henry Broadribb, son of the late Sir Henry, a n actor manage r who 
died in 1919. It do,esn't mention his films, but says he lived in 
Harrow and his publications reveal he was interested in the 
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THE HAMILTON EDWARDS EMPIRE 

Without any question, Hamilton Edwards ' greatest success was 
th e Boys ' Friend . Only abou t a dozen of th e pre-war s t or y - pape r s 
saw more t han 1,000 issues, and, so far as tJlY personal records 
go , the Boys' Friend scored 171 7 issues, and with t hat gr e at score 
hea d s the llst . It j u st beats the G,.., which sa w 1 711 issues , 
which was th e highest of any Hamilton paper . 

The Boy s • Fr ie nd, of course, wa.s a Hami l ton paper for 11 
years, an d it is that p er iod which ' probabi }'- 81 1 of us wou ld re­
gard as th e Gold en Age of the Priend. But it is fairly certain 
that t he Boys • Friend en j oyed its he yday ea rlier, whe n it was 
under Edwards ' contro l. 

It was a t t he start of 1895 that t he Boys• Friend first sa w 
the light o f day as a ha lfp en ny paper. Its su ccess is obvious, 
fo r six years lat er Edwards doubled its size and pri ce - a nd on 
the strength of th e success of the 8 .F . set abou t adding to his 
empire. In mid-1902, he l aunched t he Boys' Real m . This r an for 
717 issues , unti l it becam e a war casualty in March 191 6. lt 
retu r ned a f ter t he war, a nd r an for a further 500 or so issu e s , 
though, by that time, Edwards wa s no lon ge r in control. 

Less successfu l seems to have been t he thir d a dditio n t o 
Edwards I empi r e. This was t he Boys' Her a ld , which was laun ch ed 
in the wake of the Friend an d t he Rea lm in August 1903. It is 
hard t o see just why the Herald should have been less successfu l 
than the o th er two, for it was completel y similar in format, 
desig n, and sco pe. The same autho r s an d t he same artists cont r i­
buted to a ll th r ee, and, to anyone b r ows i ng ove r t hese jou r na l s 
today, the Herald is every bit as fascinating. 

Sometime towards the en d o f 1911 , the pape r became just The 
Herald . I t seems likely t hat Edwards, se ekin g to in cr ease the 
ci r cu l ation somehow, aimed now to make it a famil y pa.per . 

For many weeks dur ing th e Spring o f 1912 Edwards announce d a 
fo rt hcoming new Maxwell Sco t t seria l "Nipper's First ('.ase , If but 
the week tha t t he se r ial actually star t e d was the last in the life 
of the Herald. With the issue dated 18th May 1912, Edwards gave 
notice that fr om now on readers wer e to ask for 11Cheer Boys Cheer " 
and that it would contain no l ess t han 36 pages. He seems not to 
have men tion ed in ad vance th at the sheet pa ges would now be onl y 
ha l f th e s i ze; th a t is, Mtgnet size. 

Chee r Boys Chee r was a clumsy title for any paper, even th ough 
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it is a question whether the name of a paper really counts for 
much . Somehow, it was t ypical of Hamilton Edwards. Cheer Boys 
Cheer lasted only just over a year (68 issues), after which the 
name was chang ed yet again to the Boys ' Jour nal. As such it r a n 
for 72 issues, after whi ch it was ama l gamat ed with the ill-fated 
Dreadnought , whose own days were numbe red. 

So the Friend, Realm, and Herald were the main bulwarks of 
Hamilton Edward s I empire - and stunning bulwarks the y were. 
Thr ougho ut the first decade of the century, Edwards had proudly 
listed his empi re at the top of his chat page, even though , in the 
final issue of the Herald, he claimed to have been assoc i a t e d with 
other paper s , inc l uding the Gem, Magnet, Union Jack, Marvel, Pluck , 
and so on. 

MEMORIES OF YES AND NO! From Maurice Kutner 

I was interested in your mention of th e Yes and No periodical. 
Nearly 50 yea r s ago , when I read everythin g from The Daily News to 
Eve's Own, a period when 90 % of my reading was practically for ­
gotten a lmost as soon as re a d owing to the heavy pressure of read -
i.ng matter, I used to buy the Yes and No. One's memory ca n pl ay 
curious tricks after half a centuryJ and certainly not to be 
trusted, so I am curious to see how my slight recol l ection of the 
Yes and No compares with any concrete facts of that unusual period i ­
cal that may be su ppl ied by your readers. I us e the word "unusual" 
because (memory, please be tr ue to me~) it had no co loured cove r; 
i.n fact, i t had no cov er at all. Under the t itle heading Yes an d 
No which occupied about two inches of space down from the top of 
the ' cover, 1 the story began inmediately below. 

I cannot rec a ll the stories; they may have been love stories, 
but I have the impression th ey were written for a more a dult person 
t han one o f my tender yea rs, a f ar slicker l anguag e than I was used 
to in the Magnet a nd Gem. 

The size of the Yes and No was ab out the same as the Boys • 
Magazine, and I feel sure there were no illustrations throughout 
its pages, jus t black printed words on white paper. 

I am curious to le a rn how far the pa ss in g of time has misled 

m! _me_m~rl'._, _ : ~e':.l _•t_r~ng_ll'._ t_ha_t _u _ ~a': c_a':_l':.d _YE_S -~ ~o. ____ . 
WANTED: E3 each offered for following Magnets in clean binding 
coii'JITion: Nos. 664, 797, 848, 862, 876, 94 2, 959, 111 7, 112 5 ,c 

H56$tl.itt 80~~ B~·~Tgiv~~~Llr~ns W AUSTRALIA. 
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NEWS OF THE CLUBS 

Meeting held April 30th. 1968 
In spite of a thunderstorm 11 members attended. It was a 

cheery meeting despite the wea ther and sa ys much for the enthusiasm 

of those who at te nded, Win Brown had flown in from Holland and 

come st r aight to the meeting! 
The chief item o f news vas Tom Porter's completion of his set 

of Magnets and that hla co llectio n of Gema was also lackin g just 

one nt..anber, No. 805, to complete his set. Also club members were 

gra tified to hear that Pat Hughea of Wall Heath had donate d E5 to 

the c lub - a very fine gesture indeed. 
The collector• s item brought by Tom Porter was Boys' Friend 

Library (1st series) No. 39 "Sexton Blake i n Slberia 0 and the 

a nniversary number was a Nelson Lee Librar y ( l st new se ries) pub ­

l ished on 30th April, 1927 , titl e • "Shunned by St. Frank's, 11 a 

story of Harry Gresham , 't.rhe Funk of Grey friars. 11 

An interesting talk was given by Ian Bennett unde r the tit le 

"Boys' Periodicals as I knew them!' nits was recorded on tape for 

future use. 
Te d Davey, whose talks are u sua lly concerne d with 

Coker, his favourite character , gave a surprise. item. 

the learned gentlemen who are always having a sneer at 
an d Gem, but this, Ted remarked , usua ll y exposed their 

a.nee and prejudices, 

Horace 
He d iscusse d 
the Magnet 
own ignor· 

The raffle prizea donated by Stan Knight, Bil l Morgan and Tom 

Porter wer e won by Win Part rid ge, Ivan Webster, Win Brown, Bert 

Fleming and the treasurer. 
There was a discussion at length of Eric Fayne's in vita ti on to 

all Midland members to the London 0.B .B. C. garden party on Nay 19t h, 

a Sunday. It was decided to meet at New Str eet Station a t 9-0 a.m . 

and the re turn train was expected to arrive back at Birmingham at 

9-45 p.m. It was a l so decided to hurry alon g the news letter this 

month so that members inten din g to go could get the detailed 

ar ra ngements for the trip. 
The next meeting will be the A.G.M. ccxnbined with some items 

to be given by Nonnan Gregory, the treasurer. This will be on 

28th Hay at 7-30 p .m. J. F. Bell fi eld 
Correspondent. 
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NORTHERN 

Meeting h eld Saturday , 11 May, 19 68 
In chilly wet ve r y un - s pringlike weather fifteen members met 

to be pr esided over by Vice Chairman Elsie Ta ylo r, because Chair ­
man Geoffrey Wilde had been taken i ll . All were very sorr y co 
hear this, and hope d Geoff r ey vould soon be feeling be tt er again . 
Another 'regula r' absen t was Jack Wood, on duty at Wembley , an d so 
unable to gi ve his co ntributio n to t he pro gra nmie but we l ook for­
ward t o it in June. 

Interesting news from postal member s was given by Libra ri an 
Gerry Allison , We wer e g l ad to hea r about Frank Case, Jim McMahon, 
and David Lancake . The last named is go i ng to Canada a nd all wish 
him well. Gerry re port ed that the tyorkshire Post I ar t icle con ­
tinued to bear fruit. A correspondent had so ld us copies o f " Chums" 
from Ship le y. Also the "Revei l le " report of Cl ub doings had 
a ppeared compl ete with ph otograph. A charm ing lett er was read by 
Gerry from a reader of th e 'Yor ks hire Post' thanking him an d the 
Club for rene"1 ing memories of old times and papers, 

The next item was a talk by Harr y Lavendar, entitled "A Day 
at Gre y fr iars. 11 This started lik e a n auto bi ography when Har r y I s 
father told him he ha d decide d to send h im t o Gr eyfriars ins t ea d 
o f lettin g him sta r t work ! How young Harry fared on his arriva l, 
meeting Gosling , Bunter, The Famous Five (he was in Stu dy No. 1) 
Loder , etc, was read in li ve l y express sty le , Soon Harry found 
himself in t h e wars from all sid e s, and we were a ll laughin g to 
hea r h is turbu l ent a dventures. Even when he de ci ded to r un awa y 
he fell in with a footpad. However, t he shaki ng he got turned out 
to be his father waking him up at home - and it was work after a ll~ 

Refreshments over, and enjo yed , and then Jack Al l iso n gave us 
a new game, Two teams were pi c ked an d Ja ck put up a giant cross ­
word puzzle on the boa rd . One team ha d the Acro ss Clues 

11
Red

11 
and 

the other the Down Cl ues 11Blac k . " Answers were giv en in tur n by 
each team, and fil l ed in on the board in th e respe ctive colours, 
and it was a r ace to see whi ch team go t the most le tters on the 
puzz l e. The clues were hobby ins pi red an d t he result ver y c l ose, 
Bl ac k were 47, and t he Red 's got 45. 

Thanks to Har r y and Jack fo r two original items . Next month 
we ho pe t o hear from guest Roger Jenkin s , Jack Wood, and (after 
taking the dr aw tickets round himself) Gerry Allison, who go t t he 
mar ked paper'. Next Meetin g , Sa t urday, 8t h June, 1968. 

M. L, Allison, Hon. Sec. 
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LONDON 

The twenty-first annual garden-party meeting was held on 
Sunday , May 19th at Excelsior House . The weather was fairly fine 
but rather cold. However, the ga rd en was looking v e ry green, and 
numerous photographs were ta ken. With Tom Porter there were nine 
visitors from the Midlands Club, and also present was Bert Hamblett 
to represent the Liverpool Cl ub. Includin g the lady helpers, 
there was a to t al of 53 people . 

Chairman , Len Paclanan, opene d the meeting with a n address of 
welcome to all.. In nostalgic mood, and speaking in terms which 
were often very moving, Len lo oked back co the first Su rb ito n 
"fixture" which took place in May 1948, and paid warm tr ibu te to 
1'Madam11 who has moved so qu ietly, kindly, and efficiently '1>ehind 
the scenes " at every Surbi to n meeting since that first one so long 
ago. John Wernham, president of the London Club , then addressed 
the lar ge gather in g. He spoke of the success of "The Bi l ly 
Bunter Picture Book," and announced that another opus will appear 
next autum n though the tit l e was un re veale d. 

Tom Porter spoke for the vi.sitars and sai d how pleased they 
all were to be presen t . 

Tea was then served - and what a spread it was! Ably served 
by Madam and her willing hel pers, it was done full just i ce to 
by a 11 present. 

After team, t he host, Eric Fayne, took over. First item was 
a Nostalgic Memories Musica l Quiz, which proved immensely popular. 
Winners were Bob Bl ythe , Bill Norris, and Larry Mor l ey . 

Fo llo wing this was one of the famous Quizz le s, and in record 
time Roy Parsons solved it. A Stump Speech competition followed, 
and evoked some excellent impromptu talks. Roger Jenkins was 
voted the winner, wi th Bil l Hubbard and Don Webst er fi ll i n g second 
place. Finally, a general knowl edge quiz to flnd th e M • .\. of old 
periodica l lore. Roger Jenkins was an easy winner in this sphe r e . 
Prizes were presented to all th e successful contestan t s. 

Votes of thanks to the host, Madam, an d the lad y helpers 
cone luded a very happy and jo ll y meeting. 

Next ga thering at Ruislip on Sunday, June 16t h • 

. UNCLE BENJAMIN 

WANTED; -C~li e~ t~r ; ' -oig;st ~~o; i;l - i;s~e - f~r -F;b;u;ry, .. 1962. - -
CLARK. l 72. CAMP HILL ROAD. NUNEATON, 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE POSTWAR WIZARD By Bert Hamblet 

Although The Magnet was and still is my favourite, I always 

had a soft spot for the Wizard. 
I first came into contact with the Dundee Papers , Rover, 

Adventure , Wizard and Hotspu r in 1945 - (incidentally , I was once 

the proud pos sess or of the first 5 numbers of the Hotspur, I bought 

them in 1947 for fourpence each and sold them for fivepence each a 

month later). The Magnet had been retired from ac t ive service 5 

yea rs be fore. 
Even in those day s 1945/7 the Magnet was not easy to get, 

second hand bookshops in the Merseyside a re a were already ask ing 

sixpence each for them. 
The Wizard seemed to stand out in quality very muc h , they 

really knew how to write s tories, particularly when it came to 

soccer; it is wel l over 20 years since I read them, but they still 

stand out vividly in my mind. 
One football stor y which I enjoyed very much in those early 

postwar years was I th l nk cal led "The Man With The Staring Eyes," 

The story was about a struggling 3r d Division football team which 

was ta ken over by a strange rich man who started sacking a 11 the. 

pla ye rs and Directors and in next to no time he had a ne w team of 

unknown pl ayers who started playing like champions and sho otin g u p 

the league tables. The rich eccentric was a hypnotist wit h strange 

powers, who signed pl ayers with weak minds and personalities, he 

would sit alone in the Directors box in a trance sending messages 

to the pla ye rs on the football pit ch below. The ending came , with 

one of the players ki lli ng himself and the eccentric man going 

blind and insane - strong stuff for a schoolboy of 11 yea rs of age 

in 1946. 
Another exce lle nt footbal l story of that time was a bout a 

group of gangsters who went all over the country kidnapp ing inter­

national players and perform in g pla stic surger y to change their 

a ppe a r ance, and brainwashing them so that they ha d no recollect i on 

of who they were; they woul d all be put in one team with new 

names , needless to say the team became world beaters. Befo re long 

people started becaning sus picious about this fabulous team of un­

knowns. I forget the tit le but it was i n the Wiza rd about 1945. 

Another grea t foot bal l story around 1948 was called 'The Goal 

Milker.• This was about an unknown gypsy who suddenly turns up and 

starts playing brilliantly for a football team; a newspaper 

reporter discovers from old photo graphs that a player who is the 
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eact double of the , prHent day pl&yer played ~or a tMI!" 20 yeara 
before in 1928 alao in 1908 and 1888; it turna out that he ia 
Hice the ayatical bird called the pbeonix and kept popping up 
every 20 year• under a different name.' 

The Wizard ce rtainly had plenty of good -teria 1 . Other 
atoriaa they featured at that ti.ae ware the falloua a thlete 'Wilaon' 
alao the ' Wolf of Kabul' waa etill turning up . A great detective 
etory ~ out in the wtaard in 1947, called 'The Voice on ti. 
Wire;' a aeriea of ... rdera happen in a City all vith one link, 
the victiaa were all old boya tr .. the - college. The -
vere found drowned in the aoat unlikely pl&cea, top• ·of building• 
and in the etreet ailea tr .. the neareat river. An unknown peraon 
keepa ringing up the Police Inapector givins hiill tipa end cluea; 
the only name he ia known by ia 'The Voice on the Wire . ' The 
killer ia found to be an old ·n-apaper aeller who had an ertifi­
cial ani full of water . Thia -n haa a grude againat hia old 
achool and goea round killing hia old achool friend• by ...-ping 
... ter into their throata and dr011Din1 t-. 

The llotapur had lied Circle and cannonball Kid; the -r had 
Hi ck Sllith in 'In Goal a that count' and the 'Wonda ... n;' the 
Anenture had DillDll Bavlt, • alao an itxce llent footl>a ll etory called 
Baldy llopn the braina of the footba 11 t-, but in •Y opinion 
the Wiaard left th• all atanding. 

m ~ 00.IZl,-(~c,;;t;d-f;.,; page-24 {.: - - - - - - - - - - -
crlilnal fraternl~y . lie wrote of the triala of Mn . llaybrick and 
Fran & tllller, and alao wrote abo ut ·~rkable Criaillala" and "19th 
Century French Criainala," aa vell aa a life of Judge Jdfreya . 
Well, ve live and learn, thanka to a nudge froe Danny. 

FOR SAU:-~, ~u~ ;,f -lk>d;r~ Boye-b;t;..;n-1934 ;nd i939~ ioi--.,;r 
liiTr.Toien. (COpiea apecially looked out einsly at 2/6 per copy to 
aid M .B. collectora) . Aho 23 of the very l ar ge fo._t Modern Boy 
(Noa , 1-24 excluding No, 7) 45/-, 43 of tha medi .. fo._t H.B . : £4 
7 copiea after revereal to original aize: 12/- , lloliday AnnU&la 
1934, 1936: '10/- each, 5·' perfe c t ''Knockouta" Dllc , 1960 and J a n . 1961 

• plua one (May 1961) ..._ged in delivery . All containing Raolmood 
6/- the 6. Brand-new bindins on Magnet Chriat-• Double lllaber for 
1913 - atory "The Four Heron" : 32/-. Red Magnet 320 ''laay Teraa" 
15/- . ld lihite Mo-ta 427 "Fabe Evidence , " 440 ''Giant of Grey­
friara~" 451 '~atery of Moulr," 454 "Fhhy'a lateat " 12/6- each. 
~ 49,. ''lialker' 7/6. Magnet 656 "Run Out of Greyfriara" 6/-. 
Poatage extra on all it_.. _ 

ERIC FAYIII. VCIYIQI lll\lP, GRQVI BP suplTQll . 
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A WONDER ABOOT WATCHES By O. W. Wadhaa 

One thing often strikes ae about New Zealand'• horde of l>are­
kneed college boy&: How well covered their wrieta ar.e ;,ith expen­
oive watche s. Very few lado lack th-. 

I wonder if ochoolboyo of 40, 50 o~ 60 years ago were ao 
watch conscious. 

If so, they certainly did not wear wriatlet watchea. Never-
thele11 the conatant encouragement in comic papers 1DUat have 
resulted i n many Harry Wharton I a or Vernon Smith' a sporting turnlp­
like t illlekeepera. 

Fr- 1900 to about 1939 there va a hardly ,an English COiiie 
paper - and many of the s tory type aa well - that did not appear 
without aevera l watch "catch advertleaaenta." 

Five guinea timepieces were being offered.. for 1/· - and a 
promise to aell aome soap, aeedo or jewellery. 

One odvert, in a copy of Chipe for 1900, offer• ''Our Pdthful 
Timekeeper 2/6." It vu guaranteed five years and a 11 a buyer had 
to dq waa aead three extra penny ataapo for postage . 1lo -tion of 
aelliag anything. To get a watch with a 5-year guarantee for 2/9 
1.- fantastic today... And there waa pro~bly aoae "catch" about 
it than. · 

Same h aue of Chip• another watch importer give ,a a three-year 
guarantee for a 2/9 watch, and offer, a free Mexican ailver chain 
vith it. 

It ia aafe to aay that watch selling firaa were the main 
advertiaere in the old 1tyle comics . Ia there, among the -ny 
reader, of Collector•' Digest , anyone who once took. advantage of 
any of thoee wonderful watch offers? 

CAN WQNI -HW in·..; ;.;r~h. fur. fir;t - 'Se;t.;.. -Biake -~.-;.i' • -
spe cially wanted to complete set of four. Pair price offered or 
would appreciate kind loan. Aho wanted: S.O.L',, 2nd aeries 
''Blakes," ltogneto: 1277 , 12 79, 1280, 1283. All letters an,vered. 
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~: Copy of "Ploreat Greyfriara" record by Prank Richards . 
Plea1e write 1ta_ting price to:· 
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