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MAGNETS (mostly 1936/7) available for exchange. 

SEVEN MAGNETS offere d for any Q!!§ of the following Magnets 
958, 1012. 

FIVE MAGNETS offere d for any ONE of the following 4d B .F .L . 
(CEDAR CREEK) 4D,465, 469, 473, 497, 509 . 

THREE MAGNETS offered for any ONE of the following ROOKWOOD 
S .o .La. 170, 20'i';'"'"206, 224 , 296. 

THREE MAGNETS offered for any ONE of the following ROVERS 
718, 719, 726, 727, 732, 740. 

ALSO REQUIRED: 

The King's Air Force (193 7 Skipper supplement) 

Skipper, Wizard, Adventure for the years 1936-40. 

Comics for the years 1934 - 40. 

Champion serial n<DDbers 726 - 835 , 

P. HANGER 

* * * * * 
10, PARK SQUARE, KINGS HEATH, 

NORTIW!PTON . 

* * * * * 
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From time to tlme we have cooniented on revivals in the London 
theatre, with parti c u lar reference to Desert Song and St udent 
Prine,, and we have noted how contemptuous of them some of the 
dramatic c ritics of t he national press have been . A ct'it i c , 
writing in one of the London evening pape r s , gloomi l y saw these 
revivals as like l y to bring about the deat h of the theatre as we 
know it, the argument being that t heatre stages wi l l be occupie d 
with revivals , so that there wil l be no pla c e for the work of 
bri l liant modern playwrights. 

A specious argument indeed, It seems most unlikely tha t t h e 
number of revivals wi l l ever be very large - certain l y not large 
enough to keep any worth - while new play from being presented to 
the public. Further, the revivals take back to the theatres the 
family audiences which have been driven away . from both the 
theatres and the cinemas , by the type of presentation whic h has 
been al l too prevalent i n rece n t ~-ea~r-•~· ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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I, personally, am al l for reviva l s - pro vi d ing t he re viva l 
is as good as the or igi na 1. I take the same view con ce rning r e­
printing o f the old storie s. Unfor tunste l y, in a ll but a v ery few 
ca se s , t he re print ed version is on l y a pale shadow of the origin a l. 
As I have said before, I feel strongly th at when ab rid ge d versions 
a r e publ is he d , it shou ld c l early be state d at th e ccmnencement of 
the book tha t a bridgme n t has taken pl ac e . Only by s uch pr oce dure 
can th e reputations of t he old writers be protect ed . 

And how did the wr ite r s themselves f eel about their earl y 
work being re- issue d? Well, Char le s Hami lto n to ok a ver y dim vie w 
of it i ndeed. While most of us revel in t he Popular, Hamilton 
detested it . His vi ew wa s un derst andab le . Apparently, by the 
na t ure of the cont ra ct s , the old A.P. authors sold all r ights t o 
thei r work. Tuey got nothing extra, no matter how of te n t heir 
work was reprinted - and Hamilton was th e most reprinted of all. 
He a lso realis ed th e danger that , while old stori e s we re reprinted 
time and time again, there might be l ess call fo r new ou tput from 
his typewriter . A near-decade of reprints in the Gem closed tha t 
paper t o new work from him for many yea rs. 

I wonder whether he ever paused to consid e r that the ve ry 
fact that reprints be ca me the policy of the Gem was due to his 
own neglect of th e paper in the lat e nineteen-twenties and ea rly 
th irti e s. 

FOR OLD CODGERS : 
Every year we come ac r oss scores of refere nces in the 

national, the i nt e rnational, and the local press t o the ol d paper s 
which a r e embraced by our hobb y. I probably come across more than 
most people, for th e simple reaso n that my readers so o ften ve ry 
kin dl y se nd me alo ng cli ppi ngs . This week I have had (sent t o me 
by Mr. w. Li st er of Bl ackpoo l) one of the very n i cest I have ever 
see n. Thi s comes from t he West la.ncashire Eve ni ng Gazette, and 
it is hea ded "For Ol d Codge r s. " 

In a delightful col umn, the writer camnen ted : 
'twhen we look ba ck to comics we think of ' Chi ps' and ' Comi c 

Cuts , ' with the inmortal Weary Willi e a nd Ti red Tim , with the k i d s 
of Casey ' s Cour t on the back page; whe re the e lderl y couple used 
to r egard all t he go ings-on benig nl y , by th e side of t he door 
labe lled 'Boo t s Mend id • and 'Wash in Dun.' 

"As we nea r ed that peri od now r ega rd e d with so much awe an d 
r eve r ence as 'te enage ' - neither t he word nor the foolish homage 
pai d to it ha d be en invented then - we gr aduated to those 
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mar ve ll ous week li es 'Gem, ' ' Magnet' a nd ' Penny Popu l ar, 1 where 
the ete rna l boys of St. Jim's, Grey fri ars and Rookwood never gre w 
ol der wi t h the passing years, but wer e , in Shakes pe a re' s t e rm, 
' boy f oreve r . ' 11 

A r ea der was inspi r ed by the article to wri t e to the ne ws ­
paper in question. He had t his t o say : "One addi t ion could use­
fully be made to what was sa id abo ut bo ys' old-ti me periodicals 
i n Satu r day ni ght ' s en t erta ining leading article - mention of 
their high moral standard . They had an itrmen se inf lu ence on 
re a der s. This cou ntr y wou ld be fa r bet ter off today with boys ' 
her oe s like Har r y Whart on an d Tom Merry than wi th the sc r uffs wh o 
curren t ly coJrmand worship." 

Did I hear a faint cheer from the dis ta nce? 

R.EA.L OLD BOYS' PAPER STUFF'. 
There's a breath l ess hush - not in the Close tonight, but 

over th e world's fin est cr ic ket gr oun d, at Edgbasto n . Dead 
silence over the crowd , whi le t he i nju red ca pt a i n, wi th a score 
at 9 7, was striv ing to complete his first cen tu r y aga in st Austra li a 
in England , in his l OOth Test ap pea rance . And the T. V. commenta­
t or said, hus kil y: "It ' s like t he ol d boys ' s to r y pape rs, is n 't it, 
Dennis ," And De nnis , shaki l y, ag reed th at it was. 

ANNUAL TIME AGAIN: 
The hair is a l i ttle whiter, the bones a re a tri f l e cr eakier, 

and it is a few inches further ro und t he circum feren ce. Which 
t el ls us that ano t her ye ar has gone by - and it is Annual ti me 
aga in . Next month, a ll bein g well, we sha ll be se ndi ng you your 
order form fo r Coll ecto r s' Digest Annual o f 1968. If th e s pir it 
moves yo u, a nd you are th i nkin g of se nding along a l i t erar y gem 
for inclusion in th is gr eat Year Book, please do i t n ow. Alr ea dy , 
seve ra l magnificent articles ar e i n print . I hope to tell you a 
1 itt le more abou t them next month. 

THE EDITOR 

WANTED: To comp l ete ru n of Lees· OLD 8'![iQa 105, 128, ·130 to 134 , 144, 
145, 448 , 451 , 452 . 2nd new se r i es 151. · ·-
FOR SALE or EXCHANGE: Boys Rea l m, Modern Boys, Lees c /s . S,O.Ls . 
also Bound Vol s . Boys Own Paper No . 1 Jan. t o Sept. 1879, Girl s 
Own Pape r 1881 , 1 883, Vol. 5. 

McPHERSON, 1 ST J OHN ST. , WELLS, SOMERSET . 
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HAMIL TON IANA 
It was 62 yea r s a go th at Charl es Hamil to n cr eat ed Ar thu r 

Augus t us D' Are y, d es t i ned to become one of his mos t famous charac ­
te r s , The sto r y a ppea red in PWCK in De cembe r 1906. The school 
was St . Jim's, but Tom Herr y and hi s f r ie nd s had no t yet made t hei r 
bow . I t s e ems a st ra ngel y empt y St . J im's without them . Very f ew 
co pi es of t he tale ar e sti ll in ex i stence . Ve ry few C.D. rea ders 
have ever seen i t , Thi s month we s t art it i n se r i a 1 fo rm . 

ITHE SWELL OF ST. JIM 'S By Cha rl es Hamilto n 

•c ome In , Bl eke\ • •1 don't1' 
Jack Blak e or St . Jlm ' s entered •Oh,• sal d Bl ake, • well , what do you 

Klldareis stud.Y with a very doubtru l ex- wam. then?• 
press t on upon h is ra ce . Kild ar e , besides 1 There is a new boy comlr~ to St. J t m•s; 
being head or the Sch ool House , was Blake~ • said Kildare serious ly . 
captain or tile srh ool , and the most popular Blake el eva ted h is. eyebrows. 
f ellow at S t,. J Im' .s. He was worshipped by • Nothing as t.ont shing In tll.at , Is th ere? 
the jun i or s or his own house. llld Jack I was a nE" boy myseU onc-e.• 
Blake was th e rorem,st or hts admi r-ers. •thts new boy is a li tt l e out or the 
Yet there was a noti ceabl e abse nce or coamon.• 
alaer I LY about the way Blake acc epted Ul e " Is he ooming into th e School House?• 
capt a i n's 1nvttat1on to enur his srudy . a• ed Blake . •[ r the re• s 80ythtng no- c la ss 
Kil.dare obser ved it , and saJle d . about htm he ought to be shoved tn1.o the 

1100111t be unea sy, Blake . I' m not got~ New House1 you know, al ong wJ th rtgg lns.• 
to haul you over t he co als thls tl ue.• •He ts coming In t o the School House, and 

Blake' s race clear ed, and he UIMed. wlll be In your rorm,• said Kildare . •His 
t!e was oft ener In hot water than any other nace ts D'Ar cy - Arthur Augus tus DIA.t'CY"l • 
Junio r in the School House, and he baa Blake sa.td nothJng, and Kildar e went on . 
r requentl.y been cal led Into th e ca pta in ' s "The docto r has asked ire t o keep an eye 
study wt th patnrul results to ht mseu . on him to some extent, as he has ~ fr ered 
When Kildare cal le d hi m In his palms had rrom a ver y i ndiscreet tr alnlng. It ts 
ti ngled ln ant lc tpa tlon, and he was agree- probable that he will ge t Into trou?:>le with 
ably surprised by the capta1n !s assuran cE>. the other jun iors at f irst , and I don' t 

•That ' s all rig.ht, Kild are .• he s a id want him put upon. I depend on you, Blake , 
chee r ru lly . • 1 womered l'lhat It coul d be to see that there l s no bully1ng 1 no 111-
thls t t tll!. Lickings are o ff, then? • natur ed perse cut t on. • 

"L icki ngs ar e o rn• said Kildar e . •t •oti1• 
called you ln because I wanted to speak to • 1 dontt mean that I ffll"lt you to dr y-
you, Blake . Stt down.• nur se htm," sa to Klldare hastily. •He will 

Blake sat down. He was rully s enstb le learn ln time to l ook out ror hlmelt, like 
or U'le honour or being asked t o sit doMJ. the res t or you; but at rl rs t. I want you to 
In the stud y or the capt a in or S t . J !mfs, bear with hllll a l l tt.le , and not be too rough 
but his oann er was as cool and unconce rned on hi m. ni er e are very fet1 boys In your 
as ever . ronn , Blake, to whom I could speak l ike 

•Ri ght you art, " he said . •Ir you w~t this, but I th ink I know you Well enough to 
my opinion - • be sure tha t you wi ll take It In the right 



spirit. • 
• t rd do mytlll ~ you asked me. KUdares • 

sa 10 th e jun ior-. 
•Then you 'll bear In t1l nd what Pv e to ld 

you? • 
•certa l n].y. J suppose rrom what you say 

he' s a queer sort or Cterchant , but 11 11 take 
hi m un:::!er uv wl~, Kildare. • 

•That• s right . You see , he• 11 pr ob ably 
get qui te enoUgh chipping - from the New House 
youngst er s. • 

• Oh, 114)' hat t• said Sla k e In di smay. •t~ 
he such a t'81'1k ou1-and-,u t er a s tnat7 We 
Clon•t want F1sgtns& Cc getting on their 
nh ld l egs and gtgg ll ng at. us . Is I t too 
late to have him sent ~nt. .. the ~ ~"' House 
Ins tead? It he' s a s i lly goat, he1 0 re el 
more at hoJM the r e.• 

• 1r you li ke to go to the Head' s st uay , 
an d put t t to hlci, perhaps - • 

•No, thanks l" sai d Blake hastll.Y . •when 
Is the bounder expec ted?,. 

• Th f s at ternoon. • 
•t • 11 ke ep a peeper open for h i m. Do you 

know wh ich s tu<tY he111 be stuck l nt .0? 11 

•Yes; St udy No. 6. 11 

Blake gave a whistle or dismay. 
• rou • r e joklng t Kildare . You don •t 

reall y mem he t s gol ng t o be put l nt o our 
quarter ·s? • 

•Yes , I do ... 
•But there ' s thre e o r us in No. 6 

a lr eady,• expostu l ated Bl ake . 11Ther <>1 s 
bare ly room ro r Herrtes ana Digby and me. 
AM we• r-e quit e a happy r amny, and we don • t 
want any strange oogs lo t h e kenn el . • 

•Can't hel p that . He ' s coming int o No.6 
ror the present at l east. . Sone or the 
other Fow-th f'or m st-udlPs have rour in 
them. • 

"Yes , onl.y "e'r e so comty In No. 6 on our 
own,• sa id Blake, •S tlllt anyt h ing to 
ob l ige , t-spectally 1t Jt can't be helped, 
t 1 11 tell Herrtes and Dig . • 

AM Blak e r ose rro m his seat . 
• t needn ' t ask you t o bt cl vn to him,• 

remarked Kildare . 11Not to make him reel 
l i k e an int r1.X1er 1 1 irean , He•s been t he 
pet or two maiden euntst so ha 1 ll f ind It a 
b 1 t r-ough rt rst coming to a public scl'lool , 
anyway . • 

•He shall be the app le or my eye , tn e 
dar lln g or tJrJ hear t . When he s Inks t nto 
slwti>er I will l n{)r'lnt a t ender ki s s upcn 
his baby br'O'l'I - -• 
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Kil dare rm.de a-i hreat m lng gesture, ana 
the j uni or van is hed t rom th e st.udy. Th e 
cap ta t n o r s t, J Im' s l aughed heart I Jy whe n 
he was alone , Blake was the cooles t md 
cheeki est youngster t n the School House t 

and prob ably t he IIX>st healthY and good ­
heartea. Ktldare lik ed h t m, and rel t that 
he could be re l l ed upon. 

Blake was gratttltc. by t he conrtdence 
"t'pos ed In hlm by the ca ptain, but his 
ree l lngs were no t wholly pleasant as he 
t ook his way t o Study No. 6 , 

He and his cnwns. Herr l es and Digby, 
H lled up t he studY co mto rtabl.Y , and t hey 
were, as he had satd 1 a happy ram1l )t tn 
No, 6. It was not agre ea b le to have the 
rami ly ci rcl e broken in upon b:, th e 
lntr us tvn or a st rang e r, espec ia lly such 
an 1ndlv1dual as the new boy appear ed to 
be by K1ldareis descrtp t 1on . 

Then there was the f ellow h imself t o be 
~onsl der ed, The S<:hool Hous e - or, at 
le as t , the junior sectio n or IL - was at 
war wi t h the ot her house at St , J lm1 S 1 and 
Blake and ht s ctllms were Ule l eaders 1n 
the conte st . 

I r the new re cruit was soae extraordi­
nary out -and· outer- Bl ake knew hOl'II j c,yrully 
tne New House juniors would s e ize upon t he 
occaa t on to merc1lessly ch i p No. 6 st udy . 

He.c-rt e s and Digby were t n the study when 
· Blak e went l n. Digby was making to r r ee, 

and Herrt e s was slttlng on th e taDle, 
glvtn g hl m adv ice, which was not very 
g_r'aterully recelvP.d. 

•Hallir ,, ycu l'hapst• sa id Blake . • I 1v e 
Just had some ne'l'ls rrolJl Ktl dar e. ni ere 1s 
a new cha p coming , and he's stuelt In here 
wi th us.• 

•Rats t • 
• f actl Ht s name• s Ar thur August us 

0' Arey, and he• s some sort or an out - a-td ­
outer, and wet ve got to be k1nd to him. • 

• Boshl It they sho ve an ybody tn here 
th ere WI 11 be a ro111,• ·· 

•There atn 't auch roo m, that's a ra ct . 11 

sai d Blake, look tng round . 1 1t you co u l d 
t ake a s ml ler s1ze In boots, Kerr1es , It 
would o:eke a a trte rence . You' 11 have to 
lea ve some or yo\U' teet outside when you 
r.ome tn , that's all. The NOrst or it. ls, 
tha t tr th e new kid t s a runny aierchant, 
F'tggl n s & Co "1 11 get hold or It, and 
chip us no enc:1.• 

•They' ve alreaay got a poin t ah ead o r 
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us ,• said Olg by , looking ~ . with a c rl 11SOn 
countenan ce , rrom h is tottee-maktna. •You 
know Flgc,' has s tart ed the Hew House 
Amateur Oramatl c Socte ty . They sq Kerr l s 
a Dom actor, and makes up rlJ>plng .• 

•res,• said Herrtes , 'and later on 
they'r e ao lng to g ive a perrormanee of 
'Hamlet , ' and the mast ers ar e Invi t ed. 
P iggy w111 tak e a l ot or bi scuit over 
that . • 

'Oh, rats l• said Blak e rather uneasi ly. 
'Th ey• 11 make a.sses or th emsel't'es, you 1 11 

s ee.• 
'They' re do ing l t i n deadlY earn es t,• 

said Herrles wt th a shak e or the head . 
• They' re hold!~ rehearsals tn th e wood­
shed, l hear.• 

Blake's eyes sparkled. 

'Ar e th ey? Th en SOJlle or us ha d better 
be on ha.M at th e ne zt r ehearMl to help 
th eci thro ugh. •It t h e,y won• t tn vtt. e us , 
we' 11 Invit e ourselv es,. All gu est s 
u pect.ed to bri ng t heir own pe a- shooter . • 
He bro ke ott suddenl.y . ' What's the giddy 

"""' Ther e " as a sound or la ught er and many 
voices tn t.he quadr ana1e. Study No. 6 
was ln th e rortunat e pos i ti on or over­
l ooki ng the Quad. Bl ake was at th e wind °" 
t n a moinent. He l ooked out, and utt ered 
an exclamation: 

• oh, 11r.1 Aunt Tabt th a1 The new k idL• 

(There wnl be anot her Instalme nt or t h i s 
60-y ear .s old story In th e next 1 ssue or 
Coll ecto r s ' Digest . ) 

U!T' S BE CONIROVERSIAL 

No 126 . ARTHUR AUGUSTUS D'ARCY - NEW BOY 

It is with a gre a t sense of occasion t hat the reader enjoys 
the story of the arriva l of Arthur Augustus D'Ar cy at St. Jim 11s . 
There is something of a thrill an d a tingling satisfaction in 
reading of the creation of a character who was destined to become 
world-famous and to live on down sixty cascadin g years . 

The author, when he wrote the story, felt no sense of 
occasion . Of course he didn't! He had no means of knowing that 
he was cOU1ttencing a series which would be indestructibl e and 
sir in g characters which would be everlasting. He could not guess 
that St. Jim I s was to capture the hearts of · British yout h and be ­
come one of the most famous schools in fiction . 

It would hav e been beyond hi s comprehens i on that h i s hero, 
Jack Blake, was to en j oy his little hou r of fame and then to be 
permanently eclipsed by Tom Mer ry , Ev en as "The Swell of St , 
Jim's" was being written , the glory that was Jack Blake was slow­
l y ticking away. 

It is fascinating to compare the writing of this story with 
that of some of the Gem t ales of only a few years later, There is 
really nothing to indicate that the writer will become the great ­
est exponent of all time of t he schoo l story, The story is a de­
qu;,te for the medium in which lt is presented , It is fluent and 
readable, but that abou t sums it up , There are none of the 
mannerisms and grating extravagan ces which marred the work of so 
many of Hamilton 1 s contemporaries at that time. The story is 
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no tab l e for the fa ct that it does not offen d in any way more than 
fo r anythi ng remarka b l e in i t s writing . 

In the fi rst chapte r, which we print thi s mont h , the a dv e rb 
"h astily" was use d fo ur times in as many para g raphs. (We have 
chucked out t wo o f them . ) This sug ges t s t hat the write r did not 
check hi s work, a nd, i n fac t J half a ce n t ury lat er Charles Hamilton 
wa s to claim that he ne ver r e -r ead his work afte r it le ft t h e type­
writer . 

There i s a c lum sy s pl i t infini ti ve . Nowada ys it is co ns i der e d 
pedantic and unnecessary to be to o fuss y abou t s plit i nfinitives, 
bu t the goo d write r took ca r e to avoi d t hem in 1906 . There is an 
absence o f t ha t ha ppy choice o f words, t hat skil l i n instilling 
co nvi nci ng atmosphere, that r a r e ar t of coining phr ases fo r whi ch 
the wr i t er was to be noted as time went by . I n "The Swe ll of St . 
Jim's" Hami l ton is feellng his way, gr o ping for so met h ing which 
is on l y j ust round t he co rn er. The r eade r tod ay senses it a s the 
wr i ter ca nn ot have sense d i t a 11 t ho se years a go. 

At t he time , th er e was nothing at all ext r aor din ary in Arthur 
Augustus D'Ar cy . He was a sto ck Edwardian cha racte r . 

Af ter St. Jim ' s ha d sai d go od-b ye to "Plu ck 11 a nd had joi ned 
t he Gem, after Jack Bl ake had bf.'en ec l i pse d a nd Tom Merry had be­
come the most loved schoo lb oy ln the wo rld, - only then did Hamilton 
deve l op Ar t hur Augustus into one of h ls finest c r eations. And be ­
cause he was bui l r on the base of a stock cha r acte r ? t he late r 
Arthu r Augustus was a s p lendi d a nd notabl e p i~ce of work . 

Onl y a few yea r s later 1 he was to star i n the Gem story 
'' Bought Honou r s," - an d no flner sch ool sto r y -has ev~ r been wr lt ten .. 

Evt!n so , it might b e cl ai.med t hat Arth ur Augustus was nev e r 
believable • a sc hoolbo y wou ld ne ve r be a l lowed i n class wea r i ng a 
monocle. On che oth er hand , 1t is sc arcely bEdievable how many 
boys ar~ allowe d t o attend class i n l968. The wea ri ng of a monocl e 
migh t rightly be te rmed affectation , The wearing of lon g, untid y 
hair, t he s porti n g of di rt y tight t ro user s a nd gau dy, sho ddy 
clot h es, th e ostentatio u s pu ffl ng of ciga r e tt es - all are signs tha t 
some s ch oo l s and schoo lma sters are not do ing their jobs, which is 
to t ra in young peo p le to be ne at, c lean , a nd d ec ent among oth er 
things . I prefer t o believe in Gu ssy . 

One phr ase in this month's instalment int ri gues me . Herries 
says. 11Figg t ns wi ll ta ke a lot of bisc uit over tha t . 11 

Presumably he means; 11Figgins wi 11 gai n k udos for that . tt 
'Taking th e biscuit, 11 in the se nse in which the aut hor u sed it then , 
seems to have been l ost in the mists of time. I have never come 
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across it before. 
* * * * * 

COm'ROVERS IAL ECHOES 

ROGER JENKINS : think that Charles Hamilton never struck a more 
enc hanting vein than his swrmer holida y series set in the English 
cou ntr yside. The general pattern of the stories is a familiar one 
to o ld readers : in particular , the rogue s who sold camping ri ghts 
they didn I t own, and the encoun ters with awkward customers like 
Coker, Grundy, Bunter, or Ponsonby - these never fai led to de light 
the r eade r . It is said that old jokes are the best, and certainly 
some old situations are capable of wanning th e heart, 

You have done fu ll j us tice to the carava nn i ng se ries , but 
there are some other suamer ho liday tales tha t deserve mention too. 
I have a soft spot for the hiking stories which were accompanied 
by animals, The St , Jim's juniors took Solomon the donkey with 
them, a se r ies which was specially enlivened by a hostile enco un ter 
with Car dew, The Rookwood juniors t ook a pony called Tro tsky (so 
called because he disliked work) and this series had a se quel 
which took place when term began again; similarly, the holiday 
....-1th Lovell's motor .!scooter (a more modern touch) had a sequel 
chat carried the s eries over into school time. But old or new, 
they all had an infallible ingredient - charm. 

* * * * * 
REVIEWS 

BILLY BUITTER - SPORTSMAN 
Frank Richards 

(Merlin Hamlyn 2/ 6) 

nits story is a hybrid of two very earl y Magnet tales : the 
c lo sing chapters o f No, 134 "Todd the Te rr i ble" and che main con­
tent of No. 136 "Billy Bunter's Kick-Off , 11 originally publ ishe d in 
the autumn of 1910. The story is interes ting as showing Alonzo 
Todd as a comparatively nev boy and in giving Bulstrode a promi­
nence which was denied him as years passed , It may be doubtful 
wheth~r _the __ original Magnets are still in existence at Fleetwa y . 
This edition is probably a r e print of Schoolboys' Own Library No, 
83, entitled "The Fool of th e School . " 

BILLY BUNTER & THE BANK ROBBER Frank Richards 
(Merlin Hamlyn 2/6) 

Not a very good title for this tale , The Bounder is the 
central character, and it is, i n fact, one of the finest Smithy 
sto ries of them all. Sometimes known as the Captain Spencer 
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series, it appeared in the golden age of the Magnet, and shows 
Frank Richards at his very best. The original Magnets were Nos. 
100 8 110ne Against the School" and 1009 "Hunted Down. 11 The year wa s 
1927, just befo re the first South Seas series. It is quite well 
a dapted in this edition, even though several chapters from the 
second s tory have been c hoppe d away comp l etely. 

This edition may have come from the ori g inal Magnets, though 
Schoolboys' Own Librar y No. 1 75 entitled "One Again s t the Scho ol " 
contained edited portions of Miignets 1007, 1008, and 1009, 

Both the s e Merlins a re well-produced, with goo d, c l ear print, 
and the i llu stratio ns a r e excellent . 

BILLY BUNTER THE BOLD 
Frank Richards 

(Armada 2/6) 

This is one of Char les Hamilton 1 s merr iest po st -war Bunters. 
The captain of the school has graciously agreed to take tea in 
Study No. l , but when he and his hosts arrive in that celeb rated 
apartment, they find the cupboard is bare. As a result, the Owl of 
t he Remove finds himself in Coventry. Adventures and misunder­
standings follow thick and fast. For those who like a school story 
on t he l ight side, th is is rattling good entertainment. 

First publi shed 14 years ago , it now comes round again to 
delight yet anot her generatio n of youngsters - and the i r parents. 

Offered in Exchange: ' 'Magnets" 1477 - 9 1 , 1506-19-21-31-34, 1666 . 
"Gems" 1013, 1434-48, 154 1; S,O, Ls. 146, 14 7, 150, 1 54, 158 , 172, 
251, 304, 411. NEW SERIES i n followin g: "Po pul ar 11 258; "Nelson 
Lee" 86 - 87; "Greyfriars Herald" No. l-35-40-48-50. 
WANTED: ''Magnets" 704 - 5 - 6-7. 809-12-28 . 98 1- 82-84. 102 3- 24-82-89. 
1301-3 - 5-7-1325- 78. 1404-9-11-12-34. 15 67. 1656-82. "Gems" 774. 
812 -13-16-1 7- 18. 1023-24-4 8-1 066 -9 5. 1469-83 . 15 79- 94. 1619-54- 5 7-
1659-60-61-63 . Collectors Digest Annuals, pr evious to 1951 . 

W. TITIENSOR, 18, PARKWAY, DAIRYFIELDS, TRENTHAM, STOKE- ON-TRENT. 

WANTED: Good loose copies or volumes containing any one or 
more of the fo llow ing: GEMS: Some issues between 801 an d 832; , 
953, 954, 959, 960, 970, 974, 975, 981, 984, 98 5, 986, 987, 989, 
990, 992, 993, 995. POPUIARS: 40 1, 403 , 40 7, 409, 413, 415, 421, 
422, 441, 442, 466, 467, 474 , 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD, 1 SURBITON. SURREY. 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
CONllllCTED BY JACK WOOD 

A LEITER FROM ST FRANK' S 

Poor old Nipper~ 

By Jim Cook 

His sojourn at St. Frank's was intermittent ly broken by 
r eferences to his upbringing, by jealous riv a ls. 

An ac count just published of Nipper ' s first association with 
Ne Ison lee has found its way into St. Frank ' s and into th e wron g 
hands. And today Ni pper is experiencing another of t hose unhap py 
times when his enemies ha ve made great play of his pre-St. Frank's 
life when Ni pp e r roamed the streets of London as a ragamuff i n, 

It is a per io d ohat Nipper would like to forget because of 
its erroneous presentation, . 

When Nelson lee became his guardian Nipper's parentage was 
uncertain . Nipper had no brothers or sisters that co ul d be 
traced by lee but the master detec t ive was able to estab l ish that 
Nipper's parents were dead and that Nipper was entitled to the 
honourable name of Richard Hamilton . 

I don't suppose we shall ever read of t he strange interva l 
of time between St . Nini an 1 s School an d St. Frank's. Even Nipper 
himself hasn't a clear memory of his leaving St. Ninian' s a ffer 
losing hi s parents and his subsequent roaming the streets o f~ 
London. · 

It is interesting to note that a no the r London "urchin" 
roa med london at the same time as Ni ppe r and he too be came a~ 
assis tant t o a well known detective. But their paths although 
running parallel for a time eventually forked and both were to 
Hnis h in diff erent s pheres o f life . 

Because of circwnstances Nipper really never shone in the 
cri minology f irma ment as di d his counterpart Tinker; Nip per ' s 
acumen for crime busting was shortened in mid-career by Nelson 
Lee ' s has ty retreat to St. Frank's . And sometimes one wonders 
whether c r ime would have reach ed its proportions today if thes~ 
two erstwh ile London street urchins and their respe cted guv 1 nors 
ha d joined forces . But a·s Nipper once remarked to me, when I 
exploited this very subject with htm you can't have two k i ng s on 
one throne. 

Perhaps fate or dain ed Nipper's comin& to St . Frank's for he 
certainly was needed there , St . Fr a nk's was unknown to the world 
ge nerally until Nipper pu t lt on the map. From a somnol ent 
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academy resting peacefull y in a rustic calm a famous c o llege began 
to make head lines in the world I s press; St. Frank • s was born~ St . 
Frank's rose out of the ashes of dormancy an d the c ivili se d world 
became aware of pla ces like Bellton, Banningto n and other places 
c lose to St . Frank 1 s. 

Nl pp er 1 s remarkable powers of leadersh i p altered the whol e 
school ' s attitude; e ven the seniors began to th i nk po sitiv e and a 
general r enaissance awoke the college from !.ts slumbers . 

It is no t uncon:anon for one pers on alone to change a way of 
life that for ye ars has been the accepted th in g but Nipper's coming 
to St. Frank's did th is very ac t . The door was wide open for 
changes at t he old school but unti l Nipper came St. Fr ank 1 s s lep t 
in the lazy atmo spher e of inertia; sport gene r a ll y failed t o reach 
the headllnes in the local press for each sporting event was a 
foreg one conclusion with a win t o the visiting tea ms. 

Staid form masters like Mr. James Crowe ll an d Mr , Arthur 
Stoc kd a le were never threatened with anything ot her than ·a humdrum 
existence and their lives ran merrily on until one d ay a decision 
taken in Gray' s Inn Road, Londont was to alter ev-erythin g. The 
br ooding silence at St , Frank's was going to er upt into a wo rld ­
s hatt eri ng explosion. And Nelson lee and Nipper as t hey stea l thily 
escape d from the chambers i n Gr ays Inn Road and over the roof of 
Bevison, Norton & Co, , the engraving works adjoi ning Lee ' s rooms, 
little thought of the impact their move was goi ng to make on t h e 
col l ege , 

Was it Nelson Lee's Wt!ight behind Nipper that was r-esponsible 
for pulling th e Ancient House out of the rut? Or was it a natural 
th ing to do? Most of us a r e tidy by nature and Nipper I s first 
reaction to th e indolent juniors was s urp r ise . Surprise at the 
slipsho d way of life at St . Frank's an d disgust at the weak leaders. 

A great cleansi ng was due and Ni.pper did it . He restored t h e 
Ancient House within a very sho rt ti.me to i ts o ld greatn es s by 
deposing Fullwood from the junior captaincy and i ns till ing into 
the juniors a bette r out look , And opposite the Triangle the 
Col lege House also woke up to its faults and complacency and from 
that time the enthusiasm brought about by Nipper's new order was 
to remain with the boys of St. Frank ' s. 

With these chan ges St. Frank's became a magnet drawi ng grea t 
personalities to the school. Even the environs to the college 
became famous an d when one came across the village of Bellton in 
t he news you innediately associated it with St. Frank ' s. Until 
Ni pper came, Bellton was just a sleepy old-world vf llage in Sussex. 
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It was never connected with St . Frank 1s Col lege, 
Wherever the St. Frank's j uniors went head li nes i n the world's 

Press resulted. And perhap s not a littl e was due to Nelson Lee's 
great friend Lord Dorrimore . When Lee came to St , Frank's he 
brought his friends with him and Dorrie - as he was affectionately 
known - was one of the many who were to write St , Frank's h is tor y . 

Unfortunately, s trong men like Nelson 'lee and lord Dorrimore 
and young wiza rds like Nipper belong on ly to St, Frank's, They 
have been endowed with an eternal existence but available any time 
to gather forces and put things right , And putting things to 
rig ht is a much needed operation these days. 

* * * * * 
COVER DESIGN by R. J. God save 

One of the i nteresting facts of the Nelson Lee Library was 
the flexibility of cover design, Although a similarity of heading 
was maintain~ throughout a series the arrangement of the printed 
matter did not follow a rigid pattern. 

Whether this freedom was an advantage over the fixed cover 
design papers it is di fficul t to say . If it was to the disadvant­
age of the Nelson Lee then the printing in bright and at tractive 
colours , with red and blue dominating, made up for it. 

Occasionally, the cover was printed in sombre colours, whic h 
a ppeal ed to the eye on acco unt of the restful atmosphere imparted. 
Such was the cover of No. 382 o.s. "The Price of Folly." A more 
delightful one would be difficult to imagine. 

T\;,o smallish drawi ngs in a framework of dark b lue with narrow 
red lines r unni ng down the centre of the frame . This fine e £feet 
was obtained by an almost complete absence of red , the da rk blue 
being r elieved i n parts by a pale pink, 

The drawing above the ti tle, which was displ aye d in the centre 
o f the cover, depi cte d the rescue of Fullwood fr om drowning in the 
River Stowe by Archie Glenthorne. Fullwood sitting on the tow 
path with Archie Glenthorne standing over him . In the background 
of the small drawing underneath the title can be seen the St . 
Frank's buildings through the trees , A punt lying alongside the 
river bank under the overhanging willow trees is in the foreground . 
The whole draw ing is attractively printed in dark blue. 

A complete change of c olou r was occasionally made by the domi­
nating colour being yel low, which again made an a tt ractive cove r. 
Had ye llow and green been used on th e occasio n of the appearance 
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of the first St. Frank 1 s story No. 112 o.s. then the Colleg e House 

junio rs would have been wearing their ovn ca ps instead of those of 

the Ancient House co l our s, 

E.l each plus, exce p ting for 831, 852, 970, my inferior complete 

co py offe red fo r reasonable bf.ndf.ng copi e s GEMS 805, 807, 817, 

828, 831 , 841, 846, 852, 862, 866, 970, 980. l n ne ed selecte d 

Grey fria r s and St . JI.m's S.O.Ls . or Red Magnets offered instea d . 

For exchange on generout1 basis for above or for pr e -No . 436 Gems: -

1928 Holiday Annual an d non-bindable but complete Hamf.lton Gems 

364, 378, 409, 441, 443 , 492, 510 (Xmas Double 1917), 562, 574, 

596/605 (Caravanning), 608, 726, 743, 768, 769, 772, 773, 776, 804, 

Bo!, 812, 814, 817, 821, 825, 827 , 836, 837 , 839, 842, 844, 845, 

847, 853, 855, 863, 864, 865, 909 , 919 , 920, 928, 930 (Xmas 1925), 

931, 951, 988, 989, 991 , 1006, 1015 , 1021, 1031, 1034, 1035 (Xmas 

1927), 1072, 1251, 1265 , 1266, 1267, 126 8, 1270, 1290 , 1294, 1455. 

For sat~ or exchan ge for specimen comics 1920s and any Sexton 
Blakes 1920s or what have you: - Stacks Modern Boys incl1.1ding many 

wi th Hamilton con tr ibutions , Gold hawk books St . J i ms Nos l, 2~ 5, 

6, 7, 8, & 11, Triumphs ea rl y 1930s, Scouts circa 1932, sta ck s 

postwar Hotspurs, Adventures, Wizards , Champions, Fi 1m Funs and 

Radlo Funs, Silver Jackets Nos . 10, 11, GEMS 930 (lfmas), 574, 599, 

601 , 773, 825, 855, 991, 1021, l031, 1072 . Wri te airma il . 

CHARLES van RENEN BOX 5046 PORT ELIZABETH, SOUTH AFRI CA 

POR SALE OR EXCHANGE: 30 Cheer Boys Cheer (1913 ), Volume 2 Ch=s, 

The Rivals of Rookwood (Hardback) (Famous Manders Telephone Talk) , 

91 C .Ds. 1947 - 68 (including two 4/ - double numbers) , The Charles 

Hamilton Museum, 8 Penny Marvels 1908/ 11, Wonder Boo k s of Comics 

(Charl es Hamilton Bunter Story, Biglea Story), Chatte rbo x 1921 and 

1946, 9 2/6 Sexton Blakes, 8 2/6 Bunte r Books, Scr apbooks Manchester 

Unite d 194 8/50, The Red Devils M/C Unit ed, Illustrated Books The 

Unlted Story (up to Munich disaster), Star of the Films 1937, 

(Daily Express Wonder edition), 4 Bd Sexton Blakes , Pantomime 

Stars 1913 (rare). 

Write: BOX J L , C/0 COLLECTORS' DIGEST 

POR SALE: B ,F. 891 - 900. Rookwood Caravanni ng Series comp lete, 

plus Cedar Cree k: £6, ''A g l orious ser i es" • Danny . 

G. ALLISON, 3 1 BINGLEY ROAD, HENSTON, IU<LEY. 



Page 16 

BLAKIANA ----
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN 

27. Archdale Road. East Dulwich, Lond on , S. E.22, 

GWYN EVANS. MASTER OF THE UNUSUAL By "Anon" 

If a poll were to be taken to de te rmine the most popul ar 
Bla ke a uth or , I am sure the name of Gwyn Evan s wou l d r ank among 
the first three. 

His sty l e of writing was br i ght and breezy and h is plots 
were i ngenious, an d off-b eat , but pl ausible nevertheless. And a 
Christmas Issue of th e i;Union Jack "wi t hou t a Gwyn Eva ns yar n, just 
di dn't seem like Xmas. 

Acc ord ing to the Se xt on Blake Cata lo gue, t he first Evans 
sto ry a ppe ared i n U.J. No. 10 71 in 1924 entitled "The Time Kil le r,'' 
and a lt ho ug h I haven't r ea d i t, I 1m su r e 1.ts them e wa s as novel 
as th e e ye ... catching title. It wasn't un ti l t he fo l lowing year , 
1925 , tha t Evans' firs t Xmas s t ory a ppeare d, a nd this was entitled 
"The Mystery of Mrs. Bardell ' s Xmas Pudd i ng . tt Aga i n t must con· 
fess tha t I have been de nie d t he pleasure of reading th i s one and 
a l so the following t wo Xmas issues. 

Al t houg h the cat al og ue li sts the official Xmas Number fo r 
1926 as ' 'The Adventur e of th e Two Devils" by G . H. Tee d, two 
issues l a t e r ''Mrs. Bardell ' s Xmas Eve" by Gwyn Evans appe ar ed, so 
he was sti ll represented duri ng the festive seaso n . 

The fo ll owing Xmas - 1927 - he wr ote "Toe Af fai r of the Black 
Caro l " and for the 1928 »nas issu e he gave us ' 1The Cr ime of th e 
Chr istmas Tre e. " Having re cently acquired this iss ue , I can vo uch 
for its c l eve r and unusual theme. 

Xmas 1929 sa w a two pa r t story . U ,J. 1365 presented ''rhe 
Mist let oe -Milk Myste r y" and No . 1366, the se quel ent it led "Th e 
Masque o f Ti me .'' Again I can reconm end fr om per sonal expe ri ence . 

Who e l se but Gwyn Evans co uld come up with a t it le li .ke "Th e 
Man Who Hated Xmas" for th e 1930 Xmas issue ? 1931 d i d not see a 
s t or y by him, but 1932 d id . ''The Masked Car o lle rs" was pr in ted 
in U .J . No. 1521 , and this was dest in ed to be the last s t or y he 
was t o wri t e for t he "Union Jac k,' ' becaus e just ten wee ks la te r 
this f ine o ld paper ce ased pub l i cation. 

Tr ue, "The Detective Week l y" was pu blished t he f o ll owing 
week an d con t inued to print stories f eat uring Sexton Bl a ke , by 
pop u l a r U . J . authors, but somehow it just didn't seem t he same . 
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However , t o ret urn to Gwyn Evan s , le t us ta ke a c l ose r look a t 
one of his Xmas spe cia ls t o see how uni que in theme and t reaj:m ent 
th ey were . A ver y goo d example i s the pre viously mentio ned . 1929 
two- part se r ies which comnenced with ''Th e Mistletoe- Milk Mystery. u 
The author took suc h appa r ent l y un r e l a ted thing s as a bott le of 
red mi lk with a sp rig of mistl ·e toe ti ed around the ne ck , a mil d­
man nered ba nk cashier named Mr. Habba kuk Meech. a kid nap pi ng, a nd 
b lcnde d them into a first class myste r y. For goo d measure he adde d 
a Time Machine , the di s app earance of Ju l ius Jones , night edit o r of 
the "Daily Radio," that go - ahead newspa pe r, an d with ace reporter 
Spl as h Page knowing more about matt ers than h e le t on. 

A Chrl s t m.assy a tmosphere pervaded the en ti r e s tor y, and the 
ha ppy tone was not marre d by any murders, although it dld have its 
sobe r , but no t somb re , moments. 

Evans gave f u ll c r ed it to H. G, Wells' 11Th e Time Machine" for 
a simi l ar machine which featured in the sto r y , bu t the twis ts and 
the origins 1 use to which the Machi ne was put , were strictly ou r 
authors , an d owed nothing to Wells . 

The cover o f the U .J . r e la t in g t his story was a strik ing one 
by Eric Pa rker, an d s et th e mood. On a sn ow- cove red doorstep 
repose d a bottl e o f red milk a dorne d with mis t le toe, whil e on the 
door be hi nd was t he sinister shadow of th e hand which had just 
deposlted l t. 

Turning the page we we r e introdu ced to Mr . Habbakuk Meech. 
''Mr . Meech was a rotun d little man, wit h a pin k, p l acid face, 

a little butto n of a nose, in which was embedded the V of an 
o ld-fashi o ned pair of steel -rimne d spec tacles. He had pa l e, 
watery blue eyes, a n inde c i sive moustache , and over his bald 
cr an ium a dozen remaining hairs had been carefu ll y and scrup u­
lously brush e d in t welv e parallel l ines." 

As cashier-a c co un tant with the Baker Street Bra n c h of the 
Nationa l British Bank, his one c l aim to f ame was a r eco rd of 30 
yea r s of punc t ua li t y , Fa t e , in the fo rm of Professor Hugo Hirsc h 
was destined to cha nge a 11 this. 

For those who haven't read t he story, I won ' t spo il it by 
revea lin g too much . Through the Professo r' s Time Ka.chi ne , Mr. 
Meech travelled back through time to 1735 a nd rod e i n a hor se ­
dr a wn coach wit h a l ove ly young gi rl who compl etel y captu r ed h is 
heart . 

"Queer, una ccustomed emotions swept over Mr. Meech . If this 
was the 18th ce ntur y , th e n, egad, t he gi rl s we re pr ettier than 
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the sho rt- skirted , ba re-legg ed huss i es of the twent ieth. 11 

(Although t his sentence was wr itten in 1929, it ia possib l e 
t o a ppl y it to 1968 as f a r as t he r e ference to sh ort ski r ts is 
conce rned . ) 

When t h e dour but effici en t Welsh night editor of the '' Daily 
Radio," Ju l ius Jones waa conf ro nte d wi th the Time Machine, he 
natural l y chose to be t r ansport ed into future , being a good ne ws ­
paperman. As the news editor of a frank l y sensational paper , he 
was always ho pin g for ''a nice juicy mur r de r " as he phra sed i t. 
However it came as a di stinct shock to find himself ten years hence 
i n t he de ath ce ll on a mur der cha r ge with his execution a fe w 
short hours a way. 

Leaving Ju l ius in this pr edicament and you, the re a der won­
dering at t he ou t come we move on to the second story i n the series 
''The Masque of Time." 

This story I at one stag e t ook the re ad er back to the tim e s 
of the ancient Drui d s who took delight in performing ba r barous 
rites an d i nd ulging in the most revolting forms of human sac r ifice . 
Ocher events were rel ated whic h culmtn a ted tn the mysterious and 
fas c l nating happenings being satisfactorily e xplained, 

This could quite possib ly be one of the best Xmas issues 
Gwyn Evans ever wrote f or th e U ,J , 

Anoth er fi r st cla ss effort of his which I hold in high 
estE:em i s 11Her cu le s Esq ., 11 a ser i al which did not featur e Bla ke 
or any of hi s othe r we ll· known charac t ers 1 but t hi s new set cer· 
ta in l y l ef t an indelible impression on t he r eade r. 

It began on 7 July 1928 and ran fo r 24 w~eks , concluding in 
the Christmas issue which Evans also wrote , the previous l y men· 
t i one d " Cr i.tne of t he Christmas Tree ." 

The star of t he sto r y was Bill Kellaway, an unempl oye d an d 
des t i tute newspaper reporter . Sea ted on t he Embankment one night , 
he s pe nds hi s last s ixpence on a good luck charm, a re plica of 
the Egyptian croco d ile god , Sebak, Sho r t l y a f ter, a · man introduc­
i ng himself as Dr . Armand Lenoir asks h im how he' d like t o earn 
one mil li on pound s~ 

After being convinced of the man I s sincerity, he lea r ns he 
has to perf orm six tasks, but i s not to try and discover t he 
identity of his empl oyers othe r t han Lenoir himself. 

A gr oup of ml l llonaires known as t he Sec r et Six, a r e suf f e r · 
ing f rom bore dom1 so their fri end , Lenoir, makes a su gg e st i on, I n 
mythol ogi ca l tim es , Hercu le s had t o accom pli sh twe l ve tasks in 
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orde r to attain imnortality, he to ld them, therefore why shouldn't 
he select some unknown person at random and let each member of the 
Six give him a tas k to perf orm, the reward be ing one mi.Ilion in 
cash contributed equall y among them, 

The idea is accepted, and after passing a test Bill Kellaway 
is g iven a hundred-pound note fo r expenses and driven to the Hot.el 
Sp lendid e where a suite has been booked in his name. 

Next da y he accompani es Lenoir to the Safe Deposit Vaul t in 
Chancery lane where a brief-case containing the money is deposited, 
Each has a ke y whic h means the safe ca n only be opened when both 
are present. Only in the event of the de ath of one of the key ­
holders can the surviving member gain access to t he safe and its 
contents . This prov iso pla ys a ve r y important part later on in 
th is gri pp ing serial. 

Aft er leaving the Vault building, Lenoir tells Bill he is to 
go to No. 9 Ri ce St ., Pimlico at 9 o ' c lock th at nigh t and ask a 
Mr . Metaxas for a yel l ow envelope which co nt ains detail s of his 
first task . 

Earlier that morning, Kellaway had availed himself of the 
valet service provided by the hot e l , in the per son of a sad faced 
man named Henry. On his return, Bi 11 feeling he need s an al l y in 
hi s forthcomi ng tasks, offers him a permanent job with him, 

'
1
It so unds an attractive pr oposition, si r , 11 sai d th e valet . 

"Good! You're engaged , Henr y." said Bill . 0 What's your 
other .name? 

"Henty," was the reply . 0 A rat her unusual combination, sir . " 
11Henry Henry , eh? 11 sai d Bill . 
0
Yes, sir . I was knO'Wtl by th e ribald at school as Henry 

s quared, u was the quiet reply . 
''You ' 11 do ! 11 chuckled Bi 11. 
And so another first class creation of Gwyn Evans in the person 

of Henry was born, and although Bill was forbidden to tell anyone 
about the. tasks he had to carry out, his n~ valet pro ved invalu­
able in assisting him. 

Al so entering the scene at this time is a mysterious young 
girl cal l ing herself "Echo, 11 who first war ns Bill he is in danger 
if he goes on with his projects, then helps him when some of the 
Sec ret Six begin play i ng unfairly. (To be continued) 

11
Can anyone supply one co py of Puck (1933). Your price pa i d or 

exchange." HEARN. 19 1
1 

ARBURY ROAD, CAMBRIDGE, 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
AUGUST 1918: 

''Thi s anniversary falls at a time when the slradow of war lies 
heavily on our l an d, and the very existence of the F.mpire is 
assaile d by an unscrupulous foe . In this time of trial i t is ou r 
earnest desire to s hare the sor r ows of our peop le , and, so far as 
in us lies, to a lleviate their sufferings." 

That was the Kingrs message on the occasion o f the Silver 
Wedding Anniversary o f King George and Queen Mary. 

The war news hasn I
t been very good late ly. The allies have 

been retreating everywhere, and the Zeebrugge raid has been the 
only joyfu l bit of recent time s , 

Mum was away at layer Marney, where my Gran is very ill, and 
Jessie came to be ou r housekeeper for a time. Jessie is very fond 
of going to the pic tu res, and she took me with her severa l times. 
We saw Franklyn Farnum in "The Scarlet car," and a nother ti me we 
saw Theda Bara in "Du Barry . " I like The da Bara who is a vamp, 
but the picture Jessie crie d over was Alma Taylor, Henry Edwards. 
and Stewart Rome in 11The Touch of the Chil d . If On the night before 
I went to Layer Marney, Jes sie and I saw Mrs, Vernon Castle in 
11The Vengeance of Paula." 

Doug went one nigh t to see "Chu Chin Chow" which has just 
reached its 900th performance at His Majesty's Theatre. He wen t 
with his new gir l friend Edith Gill, and re fuse d most rudely when 
I said I would like to go with them, 

There has been a police strike in London, but it only lasted 
one day. It was a chance for Bill Sykes and Co to make hay . 

All the month the Boys' Friend has been a dream . . The ca r a ­
vanning series has gone on for the Rookwood chums, The s tor ies 
have been ''The C.aravan Cricke ters," "The Haunted Carava n" (Billy 
Bunter of Gr eyfr i ars had joi ned the party, a nd did some ve ntrilo­
quism), ''The Caravanners' Guest" (he was an escaped German), 
11
Jiamy Silver & Co's Victory" an d "Rivals of t he Road" (the l ast 

two were about rivalry with Ton:my Dodd & Co who were also cara · 
vanni ng), 

The Cedar Creek tales have been sooperb . "In a Borrowed 
Name" and ''Th e Claim Robber" were ab out Gunten who was caught, by 
a r uffia n named Four Kings, robbing the mining claims. He gave 
Frank Richards' name, and th at set Four King's on Frank's track. 

Then a grand holiday serie s started, in which Frank Rlchards 
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& Co set off to ride and camp, headin g towards the Pacific. Yen 
Chin keeps trying to join then, but they don' t want him . The 
sto ries were "Frank Richards & Co's Holiday,'' ' 1Yen Chin's Ruse," 
and 11Foes of the Foot-hills.' ' In the last tale of t.he month , they 
met up again with the vil la ino us Alf Carson, who first appeared in 
the re cent runaw ay balloon series. I hope this holiday seri es 
goes on for a long time, 

Both the Gem and the Magnet have been prett y good this month. 
There has been a three-story series in the Gem about a new boy 
named Paul Laurenz . Thes e- stories wen · ' 'The Schoolboy Hun, 1

' 

"Ca rd e"'' s Chum,'' and "The Son of a Sai l or.'' Of cours E-. yet another 
new boy is a bit depressi .ng, but it was a fairly good series . Th e 
new boy i s supposed to be the son " £ a German . He b t;!.comes a chum 
of Cardew's , - a nd Cardew 1 s unc l ~, Commander Durranct, visits St . 
Jim•s . The ColD:na.nder's own son had bt-:en stolen as a baby by a 
vi Hain named Luke Cl ancy. Rack e ha s engaged a new ''man '' to rE-.­
place Mr. Berrymore who wa& kicke d out a few storit.--s ba ck. His 
name. is Scat ft::, and Command~r Durranc e rt::cogntz es Sca i ft as the 
Luke Clancy wh<' was se nt ro pri son for stea l ing his baby son . I t 
i s obvi ous all the tim e that Paul Laurenz wil t t urn out t o bt> tht.>­
Coomander: 's lost so n, bu t h i s a passably enc.ertaining series. 

Then cam e 11Looktng Aft:er Levison" in whtc h Grundy b.?came con • 
vinced tha t Levison was t reading hi s o ld shady paths. He was 
actually cutting sport and going off to help a so ldi er gardener . 
A ve ry o r-dina ry ta le , but better · than pl enty. 

Last of all was "The Final Ev~nt' ' which was the last story in 
tht Spo r ts Contest series . It was on a par with most of th~ other 
contest stories . 

MLDD, who has been in Layer Marney for seve ·ral w~eks, wrote to 
Dad that it was the be .ginni ng of tht: end for · my Cran, and that 
Gran wanted to see Doug and Danny before she d ies, Mun said she 
t ho ught Doug and I ought to go. So, though we felt. rather 
embarrassed, we sec off f rom Liverpool Street station one Tuesday 
cowards the en d of August. 

Mum met us with a horse and trap when we got down from the 
l it tl e loca 1 tra in in Essex, and a man drove us over to Layer 
Marney. I felt prett y awful, for the house, which has always been 
so fu ll of lif e , seemed quiet and sombre. 

While Mum took Doug in to Gran 's room, Auntie Gwen talked to 
me in the dinlng room. She said Gran was very i ll , and she ho ped 
I would be a ve r y good bo y and efface myself . I dido' t know what 
that meant , but I prom ise d I would. 
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Auntie <Nen said it wae most astoun ding that anybody's dying 

wish s hould be to see ~ and that old people were qui te unaccount ­

able. After tea I had a little walk in the tiny village, an d when 

I got back they said I had better go in to Gran before ehe was 

sett led dCMl for the night, 
I went in to Gran' a room by myself. She looke d very white 

and frale, and her hair was straggling all over her pillow. 

I whispered: "Gran! 11 and sh e held out her hand to me . I felt 

like c rying, for Gran u1ed to always be smiling • and this time 

she did not smile at all , 
She said, in a very small voice: "I 'm so tired, Danny." 
I sa id: "t'm sorry, Cran'." 
She held my hand, and I felt kind of choking. 
She said to me: "I'm a very old woman, Danny." 

I said 'tves, I know, Gran. Verx o ld~ 11 I didn't know what to 

say , 10 I said 11But very sweet tunes are pl aye d on old fiddles . " 
I fel t awfu l at saying that, and it was quite a surp r ise vhen 

Gr an smi le d. And I smiled, too. And then Gran gave quite a 
llttle l augh, and sat up a bit in her bed, 

She said : "Do you stil l read a lot, Danny?'' and I told her I 

did , She said : "Iell me what you've been reading . " 
So I told her about the Magnet . I rattled on about the latt.-st 

series with the new boy, Aubrey Angel. In ''Kicking Over the 

Traces . 11 Angel was tak ing up Ji nny Vivian, and getting him into 

bad ways, un t il both were caught, an d Angel acte d treachorous l y. 

Then, l~ "Sir Jlany's Enemy," Angel by a piece of forgery , made 

Jiany think that Lord Hauleverer was looking down on him. But it 

all came right in the end, and it was a good se r ies. 
"Am I making you more tired, Gran?" I asked her . 

She smiled a wee bit again, an d shoo k her head, and told me to 

go on and te 11 her some more. 
So I said that "The Second Form Mystery 11 was about the new 

boy, Spring, and that it was a ll about the Second Fom, and was a 

washout. And that th e next tale, " Put to the Test 11 was a sil ly 

affair ln which Mr. Vernon-Smith wanted to t est his son so pre· 

tended he had lost all his money, and went to live in Plumners 

Court , Bermondsey . 
I finished up about the last ta le in the Magnet which was 

"Coker ' s Campaign" in which Coker decided to s qua sh Winga te , but 

go t s quashed himself, This wa s a typical Coke r affair , and quite 

funny. 
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Then Auntie Ow-en ca.me tip - toeing in , and Cr an told her s h e 
was interrupting. Gran sa id : "Go now, Danny, and com e t o s ee me 
again tomor row . 11 

We have been at Layer Marney a week now, and I go in to see 
Gran every day. I reall y th in k s he is beginning to get brighter, 
and the doct or says there is a t urn for the better. 

On several days I hav e been in to Colchester with the carrie r , 
whom everybody ca ll s Mo. He is a nice man, and l ets me ride on the 
box beside him . He do esn 1 t l eave town till six in the evening, so 
I have been ab t e· l:o go to the pic tures sever a 1 times when it was 
wet. I saw Doug l as Fair ba nks in ''The Man from Painted Post'' at 
the Vaudeville, and Pauline Frederick in "Mrs. Dane ' s Defence" at 
the Headgate, Also at the Headgate , I saw Bruce Bairnfather ' s 
, .. The Better 'Ole, 11 the Romance of Old Bill. Doug came with me 
this time, a nd we both enj oyed it, an d Doug paid for th e tickets . 

I took Gran back four ounces of Cla r nico Li ly Caramels and she 
smiled and seemed pl ease d, but AuntieGwen said she thou ght even a 
br a i n less bo y would have more sense. And Gran said "Don 1 t nag , 
Gven~ I' l l eat them when I 'm better.'• 

So that • s that. 

FOR SALE: B .O .A ' s, Chums, ( from 1920) Captains, Bunter/Kerry 
~. and Annuals, llo liday and Champion Annuals. ~ • 
Detective Tales, Boys Pocket Library. BILLS. \ d and ld Vanguards, 
Marvels, U .Js . , Plucks, Friends, Lees, New Serles. 

NORMAN SHAW. 84. BELVEDERE RD • S,E 19 771-9 85 7 Even i ngs. 

EXCHANGE:· 40 Dixon Hawke Lib. Wi 11 only exchange for other 
D. H.L. Magnets and Gema for similar . Some post war Thomsons . 

McMAHON, 54, HOZIER CRES., TANNOCHSIDE, UDDINGSTON. 

SALE: 42 consecutive ''KNOCKOUTS" (19 61) Rookwood stories. Min t. 
30 "'rIGER TIM' S" (1934) Rough but complete. Offers . 

PARSONS, 4, PARK ROAD: TRANMERE, B·HEAD. 

FoR 5ALE!7 -RArNBOW-ANNUAi i939~ .. 1i;: Pt~s -p~s~a&e: - .. · · .. ... -
L MORLEY. 76, ST, MARGARETS RD., HANWELL, W,7 , 

FOR EXCHANGE .. f~r -lb1i~ y -~n~i s .. of th; ~i~ ete ;n:t~e;;t{ e;: -T~ - -
Merry an d Billy Bunter Hard Backs, Tom Merry's Own i ss ues 5 and 6, 
Britis h Boys ' Annua l , Champion Annua l 1940. 

H, INNS. 76 MORRISON ST ., EDINBURGH 3 . 
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the postman ca I led (Interesting items from the 
Edito r• s letter-bag) 

GERALD ALLISON (Menst on ): The Digest is better than ever t he se 
days. I am looking forward to reading of dear old Gussy as a 
new boy next month. 

C A J . LOWDER (London): I take Mr , Lofts's po ints (C. D. No, 256 ) 
about my rather oldeman-riverish article, serialise d in Blakiana. 
But I , too, must point out that I wrote "The Man Who Made Sexton 
Blake" at a tlme wht:n Josephine Packman was c r ying out for copy . 
Luckily - as I tho ught - this lar ge bundl e of early Marvels had 
just come my way, so I thought I'd try my hand at Harry Blyth -
primarily beca ·use , to me, he !:!.!.!, always been an e nigma . 

This, too, is easily ex plain~d, for, after· subscribing to the 
C .D. for a while in the ea rl y 1960s, I miss ed out on it for some 
ye.ars, only r eturni ng to the fold - \oiith great pleasure - at the 
beginning of last year. Conse quen tl y, my knowledge of Blake l or e 
i s limited t o Blakiana r eferences, what litt l e I ha ve been able 
to mug up for myself, and a series of fact-pa cked letters that Mr . 
lofts himself wrote t o me some years ago . 

In ci de ntally, it is on l y si ne~ I joi ned fleetway mys elf , that 
I learned th at the Editor of the . Marve l was a cha p who wen t by th e 
highly unlikel y name of Somers J . SUDJDer s . He, it seems, was on l y 
18 or so when he cook up the position . 

When the mi nd had ceased its bogg l ing, t he r easo n for t ha t 
seemlng l y irreconcilable mixtu re o f jokeyness and facts-and­
figures became only too apparent. 

What else would on e E:xpe ct from a t eenager in such a position 
bu t bubb lin g faceti ou sness and a ju diciou s d i p int o the D .N ,B , 
a nd the good old Encyclo . Br i t t.? In this way , both readers an d 
Alfred Hanns worth were, pr esllllla bl y, sat isfie d . 

I only hope I've got it right this time'. Though I st i lt 
belie ve t ha t a l ot more, so to speak, extra-mura l l obbying 'Went 
on behind . the Bl ake scenes before he emerge d as the weekly star 
of the U .J , in the early 1900s , 

CHARLES DAY (Keigh l ey) : I was interested in t he article by Mr , 
J im Cook, en ti t l ed, 111 l i ke t'o th ink them finished," in which he 
says, '"We ca nnot pr eve nt pr esen t-d ay authors giving Sexto n Bl a ke 
a br o th er and a fat he r" etc. I n point of fact, Lewis Jac kson (in 
No, l Det ec ti ve Weekl y, April 25th 1933) created Dr, Berke l ey (not 
Ba.r e l ay) Blake, of Harley St. , an d Nige l Blake, th e was t rel b r ot her. 
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He also gave S .B. a sis t er -i n -l aw Clare, and a nephew, ·Gar r y. 
As regards the 5th Se r ies, 115.B,L.; ' my own feelings a re that 

eve r ythit1& happening to Sexton Blake at the present m<D.ent is pa.rt 
and parcel of t he •1Saga'' which I hope will not end for many yea r s 
to come. 

HARTLEY RHODES (Keighle y): With the news that you a r e going to re­
print in se r ial form "New Boy,'' you wi ll be having us all wishing 
ou r time away, (as lf it does not go quickly enoug h ). 
~'IHUR V HOIJ4N¥ (Australia} : I was really th r illed t o read of 
Ce cooung seri.a tsatlon of Char l es Hamilton's old story - "Ar th ur 
Augus t us D'Arcy - New Boy 1t'~ and I 'tn hopi ng yo u will see your way 
clear to include all of it , buc should this be imposslble due to 
lack of s pace, pl ease try c o i nclude the closing as well as the 
o pening chapters. I feel sure that many of the C . D . readers will 
cons i de1 th is to be a mos t import.ant matter. 

I was much impresse d with the hea r t warming il l ustrated 
editorial heading for the July iss ue , so nicely drawn by H. Webb . 

W ,J .A HUBBARD (Leytonstone) , Wi th r ega rd to Mr , Cockcroft 's 
COtmlents on my art i cle •1The Ianch ~.ster Tradition ·~ I would l ike t:o 
make it clear chat whi.l e I we lcom~ fair and rea sonablt: criticism of 
my articles I can see no pcint in making it at an interval o f many 
years wht:n art i c.les arE. of t en out-date d an d t hE i nformation the y 
contain superceded by more up- to -date research . 

When I wrote ''The Lan ch ester Trad itio n , " which i s some six 
years ago now, neither I or any other admirt:rs of the hard co ve r 
school story knew very much abou t G. F . Bradby or his books . My 
remark that th ere had be€n no ne"W ed i tion of ' 'The Lanchester 
Tra d itfon 11 since i ts initial appearance in 1914, until 1954 was 
based on a not e in my co py of the Richar d s Press 1954 edition of 
the boo k which made a brief sta t ement to this effect. The i nforma­
t ion that J ohn Murray published ed itio ns in August, 1 919 and J ul y, 
1928 is news to me but I ha v e a f eeling - I may .be wron g - that 
t he s e two books were "Colo nial" or "Overseas '' editions often fre­
quent l y pr inte d by U.K. publishers between the two World Wars and 
conse quent l y not made available t o readers in Great Britain , 

I was awa r e that G , F , Bradby had possibly been re sponsib le 
for other novels bu t I had no de tails when I originally wrote my 
artic l e and the operative word, Mr. Cockcroft, is "'seems" and it 
a ppl ie d , a !though I agree I did not make t h is clear, t o furt her 
school yarns . I can now state, however, t hat to Mr . Cockcroft ' s 
list of Bradby' s books shou ld be added a further sto r y entitled 
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."i>awnhope11 whi ch is sai d t ~ be a school tale and very good but I 
h;ave never read it nor does any Collector . seem to possess a copy . 
. ·"Dick" (published 1906) and "For this I had borne him" (1915) are 
··reported t o contain good referen c es to "pot" cric ke t. 

~: 11 early Penny Populars, each containi ng Tom Merry, 
Sexton -Bl ake, Jack, Sam, & Pete 6/ - e ach . Christmas Doub le Number 
of Pluck for 1915, lovely copy 7/6. Long run of Marvels 2/6 each. 
13 fascinating co pies of Plu ck containing Tom Mix and Charlie 
Chaplin s tories of early Chaplin films (Cha rlie in the Park , 
Champio n Charlie, Charlie I s New Job , Charlie B,y the Sea, The 
Tramp, Charlie at Work, Charlie I s Night Out ·, ::Charlie I s Elopement) 
some containing original ar t plates from the film given away with 
th e paper: excellent condition; E2 for the 13 . 
Boys' Friend Libraries (cover less, but good copies): A Trip t'o 
Mars by Fenton Ash; Pete's Wireless; Pet e' s Partner ; Pet e in 
Russia; Trac ked Through the Jungle; Paddy Leary's Brother, school 
story by T . C. Bridges; "The Terror of Tibet " (Ferrers Locke tale); 
The Sport - Shy Schoo l by Gordon Maxwell; Volcano Island; Congo 
Adventurers; Goalie Pete; Leave it to Pete; The Roll ock ing 
Adventures o f Jack , Sam & Pete; The Mandarin's Tre as ure. 3/6 each. 
With cover "By Airship to <Jinir" by Fenton Ash 3/6. B .F .L . No. 
193 " Chief Constable Pete" good copy with cover 6/ - . Ditto No. 
338 The Land of Peril 6/ -. Interesting but rather rough copies 
of early Edwardian Boys' Realms and Boys' Friends 1/3 each. 
Red Magnet No. 394 The Fellow Who Won 15/- . Magnet No. 984 
Coker'• Christmas Party 12 / 6; Magnets 952, 982, 991, 1006, 1010 
8/6 each. Gems 642, 113 5, 1138, 1139, 1158, 1159, 1219, 1259 , 
1331, 1332, 1333, 1334, 1336 , 1337, 1352, 136 4, 6/ - each . 
Postage extra on a ll item s , 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE. GROVE RD.1 SURBITON. 

WA N T I! D : Magnets, Gems, Popul ars , Lees (Old Series), 
Monsters, Bull seyes, Skippers , Wiza rds , Pilot s, U.Js ., SOLs, 
Scouts, Capt ains, Chums, BOP' s, Holiday Annuals and similar. 
NORMANS SHAW, 84 BELVEDERE RD., UPPER NORWOOD, LONDON. S.E,19. 

771 9857 Evenings.; 

WANTED~ -~g~ets-N~s~ i1i5:1i2i,-1i6i - il65: i209: i2io: i2i1: - -
1219, 1401-140 3, 1453, 1455, 1456, 1499-15 07 , 1092 - 1107, 117 5-
1186,1276,12 77- 1284. J , CONROY. 256 TOWNSEND AVE . • LIVERPOOL 11. 
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NEWS OF THE CLUBS 

Meeting hel d Jun e 25th 1968 
There were eight member s pre se n t at th e Bi rmin g ham nieatre 

Centre an d these inc l uded Mervyn Adams afte r a lone absence. He 
was warmly welcom~d. 

A number of apo l ogies wer e r eceive d f r om absent members and 
J oe Marston se nt a long f.2 towa rd s th e club funds. 

A sa d note was struck when it was a nnounced t h at W. N. Hul l 
a val ued pos tal member had died r ece nt l y. A period of silence was 
obsened i n his honour. Both Tom Porter and the chairman ha ve 
written letters of sympathy to Mrs . Hu l l. 

A beau t ifully ty ped copy of t he revised c lu b rul~s was 
receiv ed by each member pr esen t . Win Brown and her daughte r were 
res ponsi b le for this and were warmly thanke d . 

The usua l fea t ure - Anniversary No . an d Col lector's I t em were 
t h is month : Nelson Lee Li br a r y )lo , 316 (Ol d Series) d ated 25t h 
June 1921, just 47 yea r s old . "The Match of Destiny . •' one of t he 
fa mous Jerry Dodd ser ie s an d 'J'he Vangua rd ~d Library 

II 
a story by 

Char le s Hamilton was inc l ude d in t t 11r he New Boy at Northcote." 
The raffle pr izes were ve r y generous l y donated by Mrs. W. 

Br own, Bill Mor ga n an d Stan Knight an d were won by Wi n Brown, 
Win Partridge , Norman Gre go r y a nd Ted Davey. 

An inte r esting talk was gi ven by Bill Mor gan who took members 
a trip down Memory Lane . He show ed us his boyhood ac quainta nc e 
wi t h the whole ran ge of comics and magaz i nes. His favour it e was 
''The Captai n, 11 alt hough he was ke en enough on the Magnet t o s t a rt 
readi ng ic at No . 11, Bi ll o bvio usl y believe d in th e adage 
" Things ain't what they were. 11 

The oth er prograUllle item was the cone l usion o f Norman 
Gregory's c ro sswor d quiz. This wa s won by Mervyn Adams, who seeme d 
in f i ne form aft e r his absence . 

J . F , Be llf ield 
Corre sp onden t. 

AUSTRALIA 

'The Gol d en Hours Club regular s turned u p at Ca.hill's Restaur­
ant ," Sydne y, on Tues day, 11th, for the bi· monthly meeting, which 
was a little dela yed from when first pl anned , With a small pa nel 
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it must be assu red all can atte nd. 
After a meal, some mail supplied by ou r absent s e c r e t a r y 

Bette Pate was re ad out an d the members woul d lik e to thank Ron 
Hodgson for keepin g our club so well informed and a l so for his 
constant goodwi ll to wa rds us. 

The latest Mer l i n books were handed around courtesy o f Will 
Lofts and the evenin g continued with genera l dis cussion unt i 1 it 
was time to f ace the wi n ter wea the r again, 

The next meeting i s on July 30th . 
Syd Smyth 

~ 
Meeti ng hel d Satu rd ay, 13th July 1968 

When the Chairman, Geo ffr ey Wild e, opened the Meeti ng seven~ 
t een enthusiasts were t here amongst whom we were gla d to see Tom 
Porter visitin g from the Mi dland Clu b . 

After th e minutes and rreasure r ' s Report ha d been deal c wi ch , 
th ere was an entertaini ng miscella ny o f news : Lib r a r ian Gerry 
Alliso n had on displa y four Sexton Blake Har dback s , which we r e now 
in the Libra ry ; a dona t ion to the Li b r ar y had be en rece iv ed from 
Norman Tree s o f Midd l esbrough; from St . Anne 's on Sea Cliff Smith 
had visited Ger r y; news from pos t al members incl ud ed a se quel 
from John Ja r man of his ac c ount of a nigh t i n a Salvati on Anny 
Hostel , read out at a past meetin g; a cutting from a Northampton 
newspaper had been sent to Gerr y, and Jack Wood r ead this fo r us 
- entit l ed "The last Word on the Great St ude:nt Uprisi ng' ' it 
featured a revo le at GREYFRIARS led by one Billy Cohn-Bunter: 
J a ck also told of a "Blandings Cast l e" Play at the Manchester 
Opera House. 

Tht- three names dr awn for the pro gr aDDD.e had bee n : - Ron 
Hodgson , Geof fr ey Wilde an d Myr a Allison, so Ron op e ne d t he i nnings 
with a talk on a Char l es Hamilton School no t often in ch~ news. 
''Oa kshott" i n the Modern Boy f eaturing Len Lex the Boy Detecth,e. 
Ron t r ace d this short-lived series for us ve r y ex pertl y, showing 
Modern Boy a nd S .0 .B. copies, an d nicely CODll\ented on the Dete c tive 
Inspector Nixo n who seeme d so de pend en t on the he Ip of kn: 

A change fol lowed as Geoff re y had a competition; reading out 
2'0 ex tra cts of c onver satio n (a l l Gre y fr i.a r s) he re qui red eac h 
member to wr ite down th e s peaker - and t he series . With 40 poss­
ib l e marks Elsie Tay lor ( omni vor ous re a de r :) ha d 32 1 then Ger r y 
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Alli so n 29 and Jac k Wood 21. 
The in t er va l of tea, sa nd wiches and biscuits, and of course, 

loud and prolonged gene ral chat follow ed before Myr a Allison 
brought out a "20 Ques ti on'' Session, one o f ou r favourite items. 
The te am - Tom Port er , Tom Roach, Gerry Alli so n , and Mollie 
Alli s on ou t o f 10 item s lo st 2. ''Mrs. Hippo I s Washtub" an d "The 
Cus hi on" whic h o ne member a lways bri ngs t o our meetin gs ~ 

It was time now for le ave-ta ki ng, and our visitor Tom said he 
had enjoyed the meeting ve r y much - we hope as muc h a s we had 
enj oye d his compan y with us. 

Next Meeting , Sat urda y , 10th August 196 8 . 

LONDON 

M . L. Allison 
Hon. Sec. 

After "Friardale" last month, it seeme d fi t ting that the J ul y 
meeting should t ake p la ce in th e homely atmos ph e r e of 11Gre yfria rs,., 
situated ami d th e p ine& oJ Wokingham. A fine day an d a good 
attendan ce plus an exce ll e nt meetin g. 

Two good reports from the two librarians, Roge r Jenk i ns and 
Bob Blythe. The Folkes tone outing :details we re sett led and t he 
menu se l ected. Don Webster in t he chair , t~en got the entertai n ­
meh.t si de of t he gath eri ng goi ng. Roger ob l iged wi th the fi rs t 
item , a re a ding from 11Gem11 number 385, enti tled "Levison's Last 
ca rd. 11 A v e r y good extract was read and t he ver d ict was exc el lent . 
Don Webster's "General Knowled ge" quiz was won by Ben Whiter. 

Fro m the "Gr ey fria r s Press'' were severa 1 s pecimens of famous 
Amateu r Magazi nes that have featu red the hobby on show. These 
formed the nucleu s of a talk gi ven by Ben Whiter . Amongst th e 
numerous exhibits were bound volumes of "Story Pa per Collecto r , 11 

11Red River Rambler, 11 "Colle c tor s ' Miscella ny'' and loose co pies of 
11Inte r esting items , " "Koolinda, 11 "Col l ecti n g Juve ni le Lit er ature, 

11 

"Expression , " "Wi l liametta ' s Seed ling," "Shamb l e r, 11 11Dime Nove l 
Roundup, 11 etc. Mention was made of 11Coll ectors 1 Digest" an d a ll 
th e famous magazines that app e a re d in some of the o l d papers viz 
11Greyf r iars' Herald," "Tom Merry ' s Wee kly, 11 "Bil l y Bunter' s Weekly , 

11 

a nd " St. Fr ank ' s Magaz ine. " 
For those who missed it at the "Friardale " meetin g. Wi n Mors s 

gave her "Twent y Yea r s Later" reading. 
A sp l en di d s pr ead, g lad th at I made th e mee ti ng and tha t the 

( continued on page 36) .... 
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COLLECTING ANNUALS By W. 0. G, ~.Jt.'! 

It's surprising the large number of people who co 1 l ect 
Annuals of some description. It's even more s urprisi ng that in 
th e thousands of articles written on almost every asp e-ct u1 our 
hobby, nobody so far has written an article on the man}' d1 tferent 
types of Annuals collected . 

What a wealth of untapped material there is to be f . t1".d ft'I 
them . Especially for such a r esea rch er as myself! In t.hC'" many 
thousands published over the last 100 years, I have already found 
out many new interestin g facts, and of our favourite authors 
cont ributing to hitherto unknown publ ications. I have a l so &ee n 
onc e again Annua l s that I last saw when a schoolboy; and what 
happy memo r ies they briilg back, o f receivi ng th€m at Xmab · time. 
Those wer e extremely happy da y s for me. 

Annuals, of course, are much easier to put into a lar ge 
bookcase, and above all- they can still be pic ked up ve r y cheaply 
for as low as 6d each in jumble sa les, and the many second hand 
bookstalls up and down the country. The s trong binding and stiff 
cardboard covers has preserved them obviously more so than tht> 
thin paper weekly issues . Only rece nt l y a Director friend o f 
mine at Fleetway told me with glee how his wife had pick ed up 
quite a few Holiday Annuals at a Church bazaar for on ly a few 
shi llings, but stories like this are commonplace in our hobby. 

Easily the most collected Annuals are the B ,0 . P. and CHUMS, 
with their weekly /mon thly /yea rly issues in bound form . Undoubted­
ly, the most popular are the Greyfriars Holiday Annuals wh:ch are 
a lso the most valuable. The very early issu es whic h a r e the best 
prod uced, now fetch several pounds in good condition, T can well 
remember Mr . C. M. Down editor of The Magnet and Gem te ll ing me 
with pr i de, how he thought up th e idea, and some o t her ed i tors 
t e lling him that such a venture would be a flop . Boys and gi.rls 
who bought the Hamilton papers each week certainly supported a 
yearly Annual even though it cost them 5/- and it was a tremen dous 
success. 

Comic Annuals are another popular col le ct ing theme , when 
nearly all the famous A.P. comics had a yearly Annual featuring 
their own weekly characters . PUCK, SUNBEAM, TINY TOTS, RAINBOW, 
PIAYBOX, TIGER TD!' S, BO-PEEP (Cass ds started an Annual I 882 
with that name), BUBBLES, CHICK'S OWN, CRACKERS, whilst such was 
th e popularity of Tiger Tlm and the Bruin Boys that MRS, HIPPO'S 
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and THE BRUIN BOYS' ANNUAL were a ls o excelle nt a ddi tions. 
A great puzzl e is why Annuals publ ish ed wi th the same name as 

the penny, or bla ck and white comics, never sold so well. CHIPS , 
ruNNY 1/0NDER, JEST ER, BlfITERFLY, JINGLES, and FILM FUN ANNUALS 
nev er to my in si de knowled ge sold a s many as t hei r coloured 
co unterparts . An edi to r of the c omi c Annuals did tel l me t hat it 
was ass umed that parents mostl y boug ht th e junio r coloure d comics 
for t heir chi ldren eac h week , An i deal >bas prese n t was an Annua l 
featuring their ch ild' s own favourite comic characters , which they 
likewise bought~ The black and white comics were a i med at a much 
o ld er age group of re aders , a nd t he re fo re an Annua l brou ght out i n 
colou r , when the main characte rs we re a lwa ys in bla ck and white: , 
just di d not make a hi t with r ea der s . Readers likewise who pai d 
a penny cheerfully for a "Weekly comic wer e not so ke e n · to pay 
shi ll ings for an Annual. Al l t he same it•s surprising that no 
COMI C CUTS ANNUAL was e ve r attempted , or a HERRY AND BRI Glll' ANNUAL, 
but all in all the black an d white comic ye arly Annuals Were 
usua ll y produc ed on thick paper , and never were ha l f as well pro­
docu ed as their coloured-comic counterparts. 

Boys pape rs al so ha d their ye a rly Annuai's with the MAGNET, 
GEM, BOYS FRIEND, NELSON LEE LIBRARY, POPUUR, cove r ed in genera l 
wit h ~he HOLIDAY ANNUALS. Cl!AMl'ION an d TRIUMPH ha d the ir own 
i nd ivid ual Annuals f or many yea r s. The D. C. Thomson group at 
Dunde e went t he whole hog and WIZARD, ROVER, ADVENTURELAND, SKIPPER, 
l!OTSPUR books for boys were a popular yea r l y f eatu r •e . No BULLSEYE, 
PIUYI' or RANGER Annuals howeve r , and t he thought has just struck 
me that t here was a lso no de ligh t full y name d CHUCKLES ANNUAL to 
try and col lect toda y . 

Rarest Annual of all must be the 194 2 New Zeala nd CHUMS 
ANNUAL; this r saw many years ago at t he house of a well known 
col lec tor . He showed it to me specia ll y be caus e of its Sexton 
Bla ke story by John Bre arl ey . Thi s unf or tunate l y wen t somewher e 
overseas to a now fo rgot ten corres pondent 1and has not tu rned up 
since. 

What was the fi rst yea rly Annua 1 for '"juven i les has not been 
t r aced so fa r . I have FISHER'S JUVENILE SCRAPBOOK wh ich r an from 
1836 - 50; but I s hould think there were many earlie r t han this date. 
CHATTERBOX co lle cto rs must not for get t he CHATTERBOX NEIISBOX from 
1914, and the CHATTERBOX CHRISTMAS BOX in 1898, an d readers who 
want a rea l boys ' Annua 1 of popular boys' aut ho rs could not do 
better t han to se ek the CRUSOE ANNUAL in 1925 that ha d JOHN HUNTER/ 
Doug las DUNDEE (of Champion fame) and R . H. Poo le among its 
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c ontribu tors , REDCAPS ANNUAL, HAL ROACH'S OUR GANG ANNllAL, ALFIE 
APPLE'S ANNUAL, BILLY PLONKIT ANNUAL, BONZO ANNUAL, FELI X ANNUAL, 
UNCLE OOJA'S ANNUAL, WHIZZBANG COMI CS ANNUAL (A , P , ) The firms 
that specialised in yea rl y Annuals: Col lins, Dean I s, 1Hackies , 
Nelson , Oxfo rd Univ er si ty Pre ss; Gerald Swan ' s unusua l rit l i=-of 
ALBUMS. How many readers rec a ll these? Annuals named rt fter 
famous personalities such as SHIRLEY TEMPLE ANNUAL, ARTHUR ASKEY 
ANNUAL, DENIS COMPTON ANNUAL, MADGE WIL LIAMS ANNUAL, AUN'I MAT'S 
ANNUAL, a nd bang up-to-date the ROGER MOORE ANNUAL, 

Schoo l gi rl s wer e no t ne g l ected. SCHOOLGI RLS OWN/SCHOOL 
FRIEND: very popular weekly papers had their own yea rl y Annua l s , 
Most su rpr ising was t he fact tha t D. C. Thomson who rarel y ven­
tured into the girls market published several Annuals for gir l s in 
the 20s. More su rpr is i ng is that many o f the authors ment i oned 
were regular cont ri butors to the A.P. papers'. 

NI STER'S HOLIDAY ANNUAL deserves specia l mention , because in 
this yearly Annual appeared s t or ies by G. A. Henty , but a l l in 
all an Annual usually appeared towards t he end of the holia ay 
season wi th in many cases the next year ' s date. It was sold ma in­
ly ove r the Christmas period; but I wonder how many other readers 
had to do the same as I when a boy? 

With extremely limited pocket money of only a few c opper s a 
week, I had to save up my pennies. Wait unt i 1 the Xmas rush was 
over and u sua ll y the Annua l s t hen were redu ce d to half-price. 
Unfortunately, so many other boys did the same thing, that more 
often than not, the Annual of my choice was soon sold out. 

Collecti ng Annuals can be an extremely interestin g an d a 
fa ir l y cheap hobby. In the space of this article I hav~ 0nl y 
ment i oned a fraction that now a ppear in my gr owing list o f them . 
Pe rhaps one day in the future, when I feel that I could not 
po ssibly add any more , they will be publis hed in a C .D . ANNUAL, 

'twITZEND11 Magazine, quarterly, direct from New Yor k. Storie s , 
articles, poems, cartoo ns, fantasy and satire.. Burrough s artw ork 
by Reed Cr andall, Frank Frazetta, Al . Williamson, e tc . 

ELLI<YIT (U.K. Agent), 17 LANGDON CRESCENT. LONDONj E.6. 
(One Dolla r (8/4) post paid) 

WANTED~ -MAGNETS; numbers isi1; isi3; isi4: - - - - - - -

W TITTENSOR. 18. PARKWAY. DAIRYFIELDS. TRENTHAM. STOKE-ON-TRENT, 
mus.. 



Page 33 

MORE MYSTERY AUTHORS IN THE B F L • 

By S , Gordon Swan 

No , 356 of The Boys' Friend Librar y is entitled ''The Pride of 
th e Film , 11 by Victor Cromwell . The author's name is unfamiliar to 
me, and I am not aware i f i t was repeated elsewhere,, but some 
quality in the story reminds one irresist ibly of S . Cl ar ke Hook, 
It \.fould be interesting co learn if thi s was on e o f his pen-names . 

In the course of its l ong career, many s erial s r a n through 
the pages of the Union Jack, One of these in th~ pink-cover days 
was 11The Sea-Waif." 'nter e l s no mystery about the author - it was 
David Goodwin - but it s publication in book fonn pro vi des a pu zz l e . 
It was reprinted under the same title in No. 531 of the B,F ,L. 
But some ye ars later, in No. 755, a ppeared "Topsail Tony ," also by 
·Davi d Goodwin , and this story began in substant i ally the same 
manner as "The Sea-Waif" and dea lt with the same characters,, but 
took a different trend throughout the course of the narrative and 
fol l owed another set of adventures altogether . One ca n only con ­
clude that the serial was a long one an d was thus publ ish ed in two 
sections, using the sa me opening cha pters in each case. 

No. 614 was called "The Red Man's Trail" and was followed by 
a sequel in No. 615, "The Crimson Arrow," These were Wild West 
yarns and featured, among others, our old friend Buffa l o Bill. On 
reading these two stories one becomes aware of the unmistakable 
style of Duncan Sto r,n, who in earlier da ys used the name of John 
Grenfell. Though the sea was his favourite background, I think 
there is litt le doubt that he penned these Westerns. 

Curiousl y enou gh, a much later story bears the stamp of the 
same authorship. I refer to No. 367 (Second Series) "Lo st Castle." 
I n this case the writer's name is given as Charles Wentworth. In 
spite of the title, thi s story is also a Western, and an unusual 
one a t that, and written in the same manner as the other two 
pr i nted years before. 

When we come to No, 274 (Second Series), published on 
5.2. 1931, we encounter a story that was originally written some 
twent y -seven years be for e! "Boss 0 1 Mill-land" is t he title, and 
no name is appended, but this ls a very much abbreviated version 
of a. fine serlal which ran for many weeks through the pages of 
0 The Boys' Realm" in 1904, and written by David Goodwin • ''A 
Lanca shi re Lad ." It seems a pity it had to be abridged to suc h an 
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extent, for tht- ori g inal was a splendid yarn indeed, with nothing 
o ld-fashi oned about it. 

No . 100 (Se c0 nd St:ries) affords another s urpri se. Entit l ed 
"A Fi~hcer o f Lht- Pl a ins" in the K ,F ,l, it is by an ano nymous 
writ e r. Bur years bt::fore, when it r a n a s a serial , an author's 
namt- was ~iven , though noL the ri.ght one - James Robertson. I t 
was serialis e d in The Dreadnou~ht, corrrnen ci ng i n the issue 
numbered lll and dated 11. 7 .191 4. The st or y is about a huntt,r and 
trapper named Nat Rice, who rescues a whit~ ~i rl calle d Esther 
Hammond from the Indians who have captu r ed her. 

Bu t admirers of Maj or Charles Gilson wi 11 re call this story 
under the tit l e of "Red Lynx," which was Nat Rice's ni ckname. 
Th is was published in ha rd covers man y years ago. 

Doubtless if one could read e very iss ue of the B . F .L. more 
of these odd i ties would come to light, but for the moment these 
few ins t ances must suffice. 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT: "The Red Man's Trail 11 and "The Crimso n 
Arrow'' wer e seria l s in the Greyfriars Herald of 1920, The autho r 
was giv e n as Mr. Pau l Pontif e x Prout, Master of the Fifth Form.) 

WANTED: Radlo Fun Magazines September 1944 to March 1945 (3 3 
issu es ). Will pay El5 or more o r swap 100 o r more (1946 to 1952) 
ts sues . 

P , THOMPSON, 2, ALWYNE MANSIONS, ALWYNE RD. , WIMBLEDON, LONDON. 

FOR SALE: GREYFRIARS HOLIDAY ANNUALS, S .O, Ls,, NELSON LEES, 
Collect ors plea se sen d wants lists. 
WANTED TO BUY: GREYFRIARS HOLIDAY ANNUALS, 1940-41, NELSON LEE 
1s t New Series, No. 42 , 2n d New Series, Nos . 143, 145, l.46, 157, 
159 , 160 . CHUMS Vols. pre 1920, 

JAMES GALL, I, CHAPEL COURT, JUSTICE ST., ABERDEEN, SCCYI'LAND. 

WANTED· Magnet and Gem Catalogu es . Blakes by Alan Blair and 
Gwyn Evans. - CI.ARK, 1 72, CAMP HILL ROAD, NUNEATON. 

WANTED: CHUMS 1916 , 19l7, MAGNETS 145 7-8, 14 70 Boys' Friends, 
S .O ,L, 188, 222. C .D. t.nnua l 194 8 . • 38 ST. THOMAS RD. , PRESTON. 

SALE/EXCHANGE:· N;l;o~ i.e;s - ( 160). c~v;ring ;,i ;.;l;s -als~ ;.,.;;e - -
bound vo h.anes S .O .Ls. (St . Frank 's ) . Wanted many loose copies 
before 29 7 . S.A.E. R, SANDERSON, 53 TRAP LANE, BENTS GREEN. 

L Slll!FFIELll ,_ 11_. __ 



Page 35 

ALFRED R. PHILLIPS 

ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON 
By Gerry Alli son 

According to Len Wormull the abo ve shows how the boy readers 
of Hender so n I s YOUNG FOLKS voted in 1881 after "Treasure Is lan d" 
had appeared as a serial in tha t boys' weekly. And in my opinion, 
the lads were absolutely right. 

Quotin g from I.en's article in the June COLLECTORS' DIGEST, 
"the boys would sooner have their old favourite, Alfred R. Phillip s , 
a writer whose tales are now almost forgotten." That was in 1912, 
and the name of t his star writer does not appear in Brian Doyle's 
''Who's Who of Boys Writers . 11 

A bookseller once told me - when I noticed sh elves full of 
Stevenson's books in his shop - "Robert Lollis Stevenson, like Conrad 
and Henry Jame s, is one of those authors whose books are praised 
by the critics because they know they will never se ll and so compete 
wi th their own works~ 11 

By an odd coincidence I have recently read Treasure I s land by 
R .L.S ., and also Don Zalva the Brave by Alfred R. Phillips, and 
the latt er story gave me ten times as much enjoyment. as did 
Stevenson I s masterpiece . 

Some months ago, I ac qu i red a set of 52 copies of Comic Life -
the complete run for 1913. In No. 765 o f t hi s Henderson comic 
begins a serialized reprint of "Don Zalva the Brave, or, the 
Fortune Favoured Knight of Andalusia. 11 The date of t he issue was 
February 15 th , so without chec kin g up I began read ing the story. 

I was enthralled from th e start. The setting of the tale is 
Spain under the Moors, surel y one of t he most romanti c period s of 
history, sadl y neglected by novelists . Don Zalva, a Spanish 
kni gh t, joins the army raised by th e Marquis of Gadiz a gai nst the 
Moors, and his thrilling adventures and dashin g exploits are 
related in a superb style. 

By the time I had re ach ed t he copies of the comic for 
November however, the hero Don Zalva was still in the midst of 
incredible dangers, a nd ·I began to have a horrible fear that rh e 
story would continue into 1914, an d t hat I should not be ab le to 
finish it. 

My fears were correc t ~ In Comic Life No 810 for December 2 7 
1913, chapter XLI le av es our hero in the han ds of the Inquisit io n 
and ends thus: -
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"Aro un d thes e d r ead fu l in s t r ument s wer e some ha l f- doze n 
men, clad i n tight - fitting ga rments of red l eath er, 
and wea r ing r ed mas ks. Don Zalva was p la c ed c l os e by 
these t o r tu r er s , who glare d at him thr oug h t hei r 
ho rr ib le r ed masks with a k ind o f fi e ndish triwnph. " 

Well, [ was ' fa ir heart - sloughe d ' as we say i n Yor kshi r e a t 
having to leave Don Zalva i n such a situation. Bu t now comes t he 
wonderful happy en d ing to this l ittl e episode. 

In a let t er wh ich I wr ote to 'O t to Maur e r ' - the supreme 
e xpert on al l 'Hend ersoniana,' I happ ened to men t i on my gr e at dis­
appoin t ment over ' Don Zalva t he Br ave.' A wee k later I received 
a nea t pac ket fro m h i.m. t he e ncl osed le tt er read : -

Dear Gerald, I t happe na th a t I have two co pies of Al fred R. 
Phil lip s ' Zalva the Brave in boo k fo rm. I am enc losi ng on e of 
th em wit h my blessing and best wishes. I remember it as a most 
ex cit in g sto r y. Robert Lou i s Stevens on achni r ed Ph ill ip s , and 
t r ied to emula te him in THE BJ.ACK ARROW. Since t"e }y yours , 

Just a ty p i cal a nd marvell ous examp le of th e way member s o f 
our hobby he l p eac h other . So now I have comp leted a l l the 94 
chapte r s of t h is superb stor y and am looking fo rward to rea di ng 
the s equel - ZALVA and SELIM ; or , T HE NIN KNIGHTS OF ANDAWSIA . 
"With ful1 - pa ge illustrati ons by W. Bouc he r. " Fortu nate lads, 
who wer e ab l e to buy Henderson's YOUNG FOLKS' 

NEWS OF THE CWBS - LONDON REPORT ( cont lnu ed from pag e 29) .. 

a tten dan ce was good The Don pr o pose d th e hea r t y vote of than ks 
to t he th ree Lawren ces, Er ic, Betty and Graham. A love l y eve ning 
fo r the homewa r d jou r ney . Ray Hopkins and I caught a fast tr a i n 
back to Wate r loo an d i t must have be en pl easant fo r the ca r 
member s. 

Next mee t i ng a t 2 7, Archda l e Road, Eas t Dulwic h , Lond on, 
S .E . 22 . on Sunday , Augu st 18th . Hosts Le n and Josie Pac kman . 

Unc le Be nj amin ---- - ----
ANNUAL TIME IS COMING ROUND AGAI N. If yo u ar e th i nki ng o f 

co ntri but in g a n a rt ic l e , please s end it a long ve r y s oo n t o th e 

Edit or . 

&<11t~Er1r· r ayne , t xce l!lor HoU..!e , Crove Road, Surbl ton , Surr ey. 
Lt tho-pr i nted by York Duplicating Serv l cu, 12a The Shutll es , York. 


