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~ 1932-34 a nd over 100 Magnets (1101tly Blue/Gold 

ava il able for exchange 

~ Magnets or Gems offered for Magnet 958'"" 

!,!Y! Magnets or Gems offer ed for any !!!! of the 

following 4d B.F.L. (Cedar Creek) 417, 465, 469, 

,!7 3, 497, 509. 

!!!!!!! Magneto or Cells offered for any !!!! of the 

following Rookwood s.o.La. 110, 202, 224, 296. 

!!!!!!! Magnets or Gema offered for a ny !!!! of the 

following Rovers 718, 719, 726, 727, 732, 740 , 

ALSO UQIJIRID : 

Nosey Parkers Comic (1936 Rover Suppl.,..nt) , 

Skipper Wizard Adventure for the years 1936-40 . 

Comic • for th e years 1934 - 1940. 

Champion Seri al -'>era 726 - 835, 

.. * .. 

P. J. HRnGER 

* .. 

10, Park Square, King s IIMth, 

HOlmWIPTOII • 
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YOURS I . , , ,:,i , --· ·- L----
THIS TWO-TIER BUSINESS: 

Ulet month we referred to thil new lark which the G .P .O. has 
rather pompously cal led its two-tier eervi ce. The pomposity and 
the expensive advertising which has announced it all is merely a 
screen for the fact that we are to be given a less efficient 
service at greater coat. At any rate for the present, this maga· 
zine will go out to subscribers by the 4d mail. The post office 
may have some elaborate sys tem for dividing the sheep from the 
goats, but it would be difficult for C.D. to run a two- ti er 
service. 

Hore worrying from our point o f view is POP - and I am not 
referring to the s trange sounds produced by some modern "singers . " 
POP means Post Office Preferred - and the Post Office, with 1984 
drawing nearer, prefers envelopes of certain sizes and quality. 
Our envel opes - and we always use good quality stationery - are 
10 x 7 in dime'nsion, an d the se are outside post-office "preference.' 
If we continue tO use this size you may be fa ce d with a surcharge 
and your editor may well be sent to the Tower. A solution would 
be to fold C.D. down the cent re, and insert it in a 9 x 4 envelope. 
The e ditor haa nightmares in which irate C. D. readers pelt him 
wit*l eggs from one direction while the exe cu tioners of the all­
powerful post-office wave axes. 
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Th•re ia a respite on POP, however. POP is postponed tempor­
arily, while the powers-that-be at the G .P .o. aet their brains 
worklng and thlnk thlnga out. There wi 11 be a c lanking of rusty 
machinery. One thing is certain. Whoever benefits in the long 
run, it won't be the genera 1 pub lie. 

TAlCpiG THINGS FOR GRANTED: 
In last month's "The Postman !Called " a corresp on dent 'Wondered 

whether some readers take the Dige 's t too much for granted. For the 
most part they don't, I think, but it is fairly certain that with 
all of us familiarity can breed contempt. 

The sparkling Thames, ao beautiful in its upper reaches, flows 
pl acl dly along exactly 2 mlnutu walk fr001 Excelslor House, In the 
late afternoon of the recent bank holiday, I felt auddenly that I 
would like a walk. I went down to the Thames, croaeed the r iver in 
the qualnt little ferry, and then pondered whether to enter the 
vast and gloriou1 H001e Park or to walk up the towpath, I decided 
on the latter, strolling along the ahady river bank, past the punts 
and sa iling craft and river steamers an d the lovely isla nd at 
Thames Ditton, and the south ba nk with its splendid houses and 
laws which run down to the water's edge. I strolled along the two 
miles to the wonderful grounds of Hampton Court, musing all the 
while on the Water Lily which the Greyfriara chums had towed along 
that same ba nk thirty years ago, an d the Old Bus which had graced 
the unch anging scene forty-fiv e years or so bac k. 

People often say: ·~ow lovel y to have the ri ve r almost at your 
front door, like this'. 11 and I smile vaguely. Truth to tell, it 
must be many, many years since I last walked along that beguiling 
to"1path which teems with Greyfriars and St. Jim• s history. 

So we really do tend to take for granted some vorth·while 
things which have become familiar to ua. Like those of us who have 
vae t collections - and only g lance through one volume among many 1n 
one month . among many. The only t hing ia that we ahould miss them 
if we suddenly knew that they were no longer there for the asking. 

THE EARLY BROOKS : 
Robert Blythe's article on the early career of Edwy Searles 

Brooks, which we pr in t this month, will be of imnense interest to 
a ll readers , an d no t onl y to Lee fa ns. The young Brooks c learly 
understudied the importunate widow, an d he deserved to succeed from 
his pereistence a lone. 

Naturally one wonders whether all writer s for the popular 
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weeklies were so dedicated, and whether , for inst ance, Charles 

Hamilt on would have pocketed his pr ide to th e same extent, Pro b­

ab l y he would and dld. It ls true t hat h e c lalmed he never had a 

stor y reje cted, but the ear ly ca reer of the ve ry young Hamilton is 

a c loaed book to u1 . 
What is ver y evi dent, an d we have proof s a l so from ot he r 

sour ces, is tha t publl she rs were deplora bly alow ln payln g thel r 

authors. In those days at l east publi shers did not give he ed to 

th e a phor lam that he who pays promptly pays t wlce . They seem ed to 

th ink that their writ era co uld live on ai r . 

It la remarkable - and we a re lndeed lucky - tha t thls r evea l­

ing correspondence be tween Brooks and his various publish e rs 

exist s t o-day. 

THE ANNUAL FOR 1968: 
The 1968 edltlon o f Coll ecto rs' Dlgest Annual wll l b e packed 

with a rti c l es by our experts, covering many phas e s o f o ld boys' 

book l ore , We sha ll be ab l e to print but ver y few co pi es beyo nd 

the number orde red in advance, Have you orde r ed your Annua 1 yet? 

THE EDITOR, 

FOR EXCHANGE only on very genero u s bas ls: 

~ : 521, 522,530 t o 32, 536 , 543, 743, 744 , 748, 774, 779 , 783 , 784, 

78 7, 795 , 796, 797 , 799 , 936, 983, 1014, 1031, 1046, 1090 to 1115 (com pl ete 

HOLLYWOOD and LODER TYRANr serles) 114 7, 1149, 1166 , 11 76, 1186, 1188, 

1192 to 96, 1203,1207 , 12 10,1 212 to 14, 1216 to 19, 1225,1233,1272 

t o 127 8, 1281 to 1296 ( l ncludin g complete WHARTON REBEL se rle s ) 

1300, 130 1, 130 5, 1306, 1312, 1314 t o 131 7, 132 0, 1323 , 1333, 1336 , 1337, 

1340, 1343 , 1344, 134 6, 1348 t o 54, 1359, 1361, 1364, 1366 , 136 7, 1369, 1370 

t o 1372, 1376 to 78, 138 7, 1395 , 139 9, 1400, 1401 , 1422, 1423, 142 5 t o 30, 

1432 ,14 36,14 38 ,1 554 ,1609 to 12 , 1674 . GEMS: 620 , 723, 730, 73 1, 733 , 

737 , 830 ,85 6,92 1,953 to 54 . lio lld ay Annuals 1920 to 1928 . Boys 

Fri end Week lies - hundr eds of Rookwood issues. Many rare Hamilt on 

Boys Frlend Llbr ar les a nd many S .O .La . The flrst 2 '6nas Red Magnet, 

in mint. 
~ : the followlng MAGNETS ln v ery good conditlon for blndlng: 

664, 748, 761, 763, 766 , 797 , 848, 862, 876 , 942 , 959, 111 7 , 11 25, 11 26, 11 69 to 

74 , 1191 t o 94 - a ls o GEMS 461, 564, 600. My pret ty good co py as 

r e pl ac ement i f ne c e ss ar y. 

S . SMYTH, No. 1 BRANDON ST. 1 CLOVELLY, N .S ,W .. AUSTRALIA. 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
OCTOBER l9l8 

"Where did that one go to, 'Erbert , 
Where did that one go? 
Oh, oh, oh, oh , oh, 
Say old chl.Dlllly, that was rumny, 
Tell me if you know • •• , 11 

And so on. That's the song the boys out at the front a re now 
singing, a nd everybody is singing it at home, too , 

The Germans are still falling back everywhere, and the war 
news keeps good . It looks as th ough the war will soon be ove r - at 
last. 

The Boys' Friend is always so good that my chant gets 
mernottonus. The first Rookwood story this month was " Settling 
With the Sharper." JitI1D.y1 s cousin, Al gy , is being blackmai led over 
a photograph which shows Algy with Joey Hook, the bookmaker. But 
Mornington takes a hand. 

Next story was "JitIID.y Silver's House-Warming." Rookwood i s 
repaired after the bomb damage, a nd the boys have finished with 
being under canvas. The tale told of rival celebrations to mar k 
the return to the r esto red Rookwood. 

Then came a special number with a free art plate by Dodshon 
of the s erial "The Boys Who Beat the Kaiser." This issue co nt ained 
the first sto r y of a wonderful new Roo~ood series, wi th a wonder­
ful new artist. He is the man who i llustrate s Cheerful Charlie 
Brown in the Butterfly . The story was entitled 0 Lovell 1s Dis­
appearance." A new footba 11 coac h named Lagden comes to Rookwood, 
but there is a mystery about him . As Bulkeley confides to Neville, 
he doesn • t know much about football. And Lovell, who thought 
Lagden might be a. di stan t relation, disappears . 

Secon d story of the series , still on abo ut the mysterious 
Lagden, was "A Baffling Mystery. 11 I think it 1 s the best Rookwood 
series ever . And I hope the new artist carries on. 

For the first half of the month, the Cedar Creek holiday 
se ries continue d . In "The Clai m Jumpers" a vill ain named Gomez 
tried to r ob the boys' mine, and was defeated by Yen Chin . In the 
final holiday sto r y "Hcxneward Bound, 11 Gunten and Keller sto le the 
little money bag which the friends had from their mine, and it was 
Yen Chin who got it back from them. The end of a fine series. 

Then the sta rt of a new Cedar Creek series, Gunten, found 
caaib ling by Miss Meadows, was expelled, and Old Man Gunten 1 a 
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school trustee, wangled things so that Miss Meadows was sacked. 
This story was "The Order of the Boot. 11 

Next week, a Mr. Peckover was put as Head of Cedar Creek in 
place of Hiss Meadows, and the result was "The School on Strike." 

There has been a strike of railwaymen in South Wales, and 
Hr . J. H . Thomas, the secretary of the N .u .R. has resigned, for he 
says the strike was brought about by pacifists. 

The Gem started off with "Raid and Rescue, 11 the fina 1 story 
of th e third-rate series about Skimpole and Trimble being kidnapped 
in the Moat House. 

After this, "Sister Mabel" was one of those stories about 
s chool rivalry which the Gem always does so well. Clive I s sister 
arrives while Clive is away, and she gives the St. Jim's pals a 
high o ld time, It's re a lly Gordon Gay in disguise. 

11St. Jim's on the Warpath" was fairly good. Mr. Chum.per wants 
Rose Cottage, at pr esent let t o Mrs. Hastings whose husband is a 
soldier at the front , St. Jim's takes a hand. 

Final story of the month was very odd . Called 11Cousin Ethel 1 s 
Championsu it told how Ethel wen t to v i s it St. Jim's in order to 
join in celebrations to mark the Hea d 1 s 60th birthday, Perhaps 
she'll help to blow out the candles on the cake , 

There has been a sea disaster. The Canadian Pacific steamer 
"Prin cess Sophia" f oun dered off Alaska, and 346 passengers were 
drowned. 

With the days getting shorter, I have been going to the 
picture s twice a week, I saw Wallace Reid in "Nan of Music 
Mountain." John Barrymore was excellent in 11Raffles." I once saw 
the play in London with Doug, but the pi cture was better. 

Wil fred Lucas and Cons t anc e Talmadge were in "The Mi crosco pe 
Myster y . 11 Dougl a s Fairbanks was in 11In Aga in, Out Again . 11 Olive 
Thomas was in "Broadw ay Arizona , 11 Oli ve Thomas is an unusually 
be autiful girl , Elsie Fergus on was in "Rose of the World," A new 
serial has started named '7he American Girl. 11 

Jack Pickford was great in 11Huck and Tom, 11 aft er a Mark Twain 
s to r y which I once read. Henry Edwards a nd Chrissie White were in 
11Dick Carson Wins Through. 11 

All one week one of our c i nemas had the latest Charlie Chaplin 
film "Shoulder Arms." This is in 3 re e l s a nd is very funny. 

In the Nel son Lee Libra r y, the Serpent Series has been com­
pleted in a second month. The stories were "The Remove on Strike, 11 

"Poor Old Hand forth, 11 "The Closi ng of the Net, 0 and "The Serpent I s 
Redempti on " At the finish, Pitt , who has been responsib l e f or 
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such wicked schemes, redeems himself by saving Watson from a fire 
- and repents of a ll his bad deed s. 

All told it has been a rattling good month in the Magnet. 
The open i ng s t ory "Fallen Fortunes" was t he final t a le in the 
la test Redwing series. The Bounder thou ght out a way to make Red­
wing keep the scholarship which he had made up his mind to give 
up. This ser i es has been splendid reading. 

After this 11The Greyfriar s Tree-Dwel lers 11 was an anti­
climacks. It was a ve ry hot September, and dust from a wall which 
striking bricklayers had be en building blew i nt o the studies. So 
t he Famous Five made themselves a study up in the trees. I 
suppose the rea 1 Magnet writer must have a re s t now and then, so 
we ough t not to complain, even though it wastes thre e·halfpence . 

11The Missing Masterpiece" was a grand tale . A real gem o f 
gurgl ing comedy , Hobson was a fu git ive from Hoskins who had com­
posed a march i n F major. Frank Richard s is really rich with a 
t a le like this. 

Finally, a good s eriou s tale uA case of Cons cien ce" about a 
new boy at Grey fr ia r s, Hi l ary is the so n of a conscientiou s 
obje ctor, and he finds life hard going. This l ooks like bein g the 
first story of a series, and it I s a good one . 

And the German retreat goes on .... and the air raids seem t o 
have ended - and Christmas is coming -----

(EDITORIAL COMMENT: The Rookwood story "Settling With th e Sharper" 
was the last to be illustr ated by Hayward. "Lovell ' s Disappearance" 
was the very first to be illustrated by Wakefield who i llu stra ted 
most of the Rookwood series from now on.) 

FOR SALE: 
iioNSTEitWEEKLY: Nos . 1 - 44 bound (Vol s. l a nd 2) compl ete £7.10.0. 
All in one vo l ume, YOUNG BRITAIN: Vol s, 1,2,3 in exc ept i onal 
condition beaut ifully bound ha lf leather, £12.0.0. 96 BOYS FRIENDS 
No. 20 New Series to 119, onl y 3 missing. Some a little ra gged 
round edges but carefully repaired . £8 the lot, very cheap. 
250 Scouts 195o 's & 60's £3. All post extra. Many other O.B .B's 
avai~and wanted. 

NORMAN SHAW, 84 , BELVEDERE RD , LONDON S E 19. 
Evenings 771 985 7 

HAVE YOU ORDERED YOUR C .D, ANNUAL 
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BLAK I ANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN 

27 , Archdale Road , East Dulwi ch, London, S E .22 

THE LEGEND OF SEXION Bl.AKE By Deryck Harvey 

What is it that makes so many people cherish the l egen d of 

Sex ton Bla ke? Nost a l gia might be as good a re a son as any to explain 

today 1 s fo llow ing for the pr e- wa r schoolboy heroes, but with Blake 

it is prob ably a good d eal mor e. 

The ve r y name itself is a tt ractive. I co nfe ss t hat of a ll the 

storybook he r oes of a miss -re a d youth, t he rin g of the sy llabl es 

"Sexton Bl ake" gave the great detective a head start in my esteem, 

The name conjured a pe r sonali t y a lr ea dy partl y sugges ted by the 

word 11de tec t1v e. u 
I believe po st ... war generat.fon s of Bl a ke devo tees to have been 

inescapably conditio ne d to the Engli sh lit e r a r y way of detec t ion. 

I ca nnot remember a time when I was not awar e o f th e "existence" 

o f Sherl ock Holmes, Poir ot , th e Saint, t he Toff - or Blake. 

Intriguin g ly Blake, to me, remai ns t he on l y l iving l egend. 

Holme s , de s pi te COnan Doyle's und oubted literary merit, grew musty. 

Po ir o t, Templar a nd Rollison became ca rd boa rd characters conc e ived 

in ing eni ously a rti fi ci al plots red ole nt of t he 'th i rti es . 

But Blak e goes on . He ha s survive d in numerabl e poor stories, 

ina dequat e characterisa t ion , and fr ankly prepo ste r ous plot s on one 

hand, t o a total revamp of hi s office and s tat us on the ot he r . The 

odd s have been ag ain s t h im, but he has always come ba ck for more -

so why? 
Evidence that the l egen d perp e t ua t es i t s own at traction was 

giv en on the back covers o f the f i r st six issu es of t he f i fth a nd 

cur rent a erie s of the Sexton Bla ke Libr a r y. Here, estab l ished 

authors, ac t or s , a nd re a l-lif e detec ti ve s , pai d tribute to th e 

ever - intrepi d Bla ke . 
ntree of these tri butes we re especia 1 l y r evealing. "S exton 

Blake was one of my ea r liest heroe s , a nd o fte n inspired me to 

'pl ay d etect i ves ,• sai d televisio n ' s Ml.igret. Ruper t Davies, 11an d 

her e I am - still pl aying one , Mayb e I have Se xton Bla ke to th a nk 

fo r t hat . " 
Ex-Ch i ef Super int ende nt Che r ri 11, C. I .D ., coamented : "I t was 

Sexton Bla ke, this intrepid hero, who fir st fired my imagination 

to bec ome a detec t ive. 11 And ex - Detec t ive Superintendent Goslin g 
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ad ded : " Sex ton Blak e ••• • is the personific a tion of th e pe rf ec t 

det ec t ive . 11 

Praise i ndeed - and only po ssib le becau se of Blake's remark· 

able longevity. Not only is h e the longest-running he r o in detec­

tive fiction, but hi s circumstances make hi m so absolutely uni que, 

An impor t an t rea son he ha s lasted so long is t hat he has been a 

coamunal he ro to hundreds of writers . 

The wonderfully encouraglng thlng ls that Blake ls by no means 

finished yet. Just a t a time when he shoul d be ou tmoded , in a 

world o f espionage and callous heroes, he has this year been 

featured on r adio and television and has a ppea r ed between hard ­

cove r s for the first time . 
At this r ate, another gene r ation will grow up al ways having 

klo wn Sexton Bl ake, positlve ly rellshlng the name, enjoylng the 

sto r i es, becaning familia r with t he whole cas t of charact er s , and 

finall y t oklng t o the l egend withou t a thou gh t . I belleve the 

fel~ la in hla prlme I ~ 

* * * * * 
I MEET DEREK LONG By W. 0. G. Lofts 

Recently at the Press Cl ub, London, I met Derek Long the 

writer. Many olde r r eaders will remember t hat he wrote two 

excellent Sexton Blake stories for th e S .B.L , No. 133 , December 

1946, The Case of Lord Gr eyburn"s Son, and No. 224, The Mystery 

of the Itallan Rulns, publlshed ln September 1950 , Both, of 

course, in the 3rd series , an d in my own fa vou rit e period of 

rea d ing . 
Mr. Derek Long (if one wll 1 excuse the pun) l s a tall man, in 

his middle SOs, and with a great sense of humour . I had seve ral 

hours of interesting conversation with him a bout o ld authors, and 

his own career as a write r . He could not help becoming a writer , 

as nearly a ll his famlly were in the wrlti ng game, though not ln 

boys ' fictlon. As a boy he avidly r ead the MAGNET an d GEM each 

week , and also Sexto n Blake s tor ies . Possibly the writer t hat 

influenced him more than any other was Edgar Wallace , who as a boy 

sold newspapers outside the famous Press Club where we wer e now 

conversing, Mr. long joined th e Amal gamat ed Pre ss , and was on 

the staf f of those famous pre-war girls' /women ' s pape r s THE 

HIRACU: and ORACU:, Walter Tyr er who was a great frlend of hls, 

was th e man who created suc h grip ping t ype of fiction loved by 

the fema l e mas ses ln the 30s. Walter Tyrer is stlll allve, an d 
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lives not far from Brighton. 
Derek Long wrote women 's fiction, apa rt from his own editorial 

duties, but did write a se r ies of detective stories for a boys ' 
paper run by Montague Haydon featuring Marti n St eele (these at the 
time o f writing have stil l to be tr ace d). Came th e wa r and he 
j o i ne d the Infantry which cut short his care e r like many of us f or 
a time. Returning from war service, he unfor t una t e l y developed 
T .B. but was cur e d in ti me, an d after a short spell on a paper he 
dec ided that it would pay him more to become a f ree -l ance writer_, 
wh ich he has done to this day, 

He wro t e his S .B .L. stories on t he invita t io n of Len Pratt, 
the edi'tor, and certain l y would have l ike d to have do ne more, but 
the market was limited, a nd women I s s tor ies pai d much better . 

In discus s ing t he many a ut hors he knew pre .. war it was in teres t­
ing to l earn that he knew 'LeliiS Essex' very well, as Essex was a 
great friend of his father's, and o ften us ed t o visit h i m, with h is 
two daughters. If Lewis Essex was still alive he would now b e at 
least 80, and Mr. Long would like t o know what happened to him. 
Mr. Derek Long has a brother who writes boys ' fiction (mostly i n 
scrip t form) and whose name is Justin Long - but apa r t from th is, 
there is li t tl e to a dd except to say that although he on l y wrote 
t wo S .B .L . ya rn s - they were exceptionally goo d - and I myse lf 
shall have ha ppy memories of when I met Mr. Derek Long'. 

REVIEW 
VALIANT BOOK OF TV'S SEXTON BLAKE Fleetway Publications 

6/6 
The greater pa rt of this book i s devot ed to stories in pi c ­

tures which probably means that it is intended for youngs te rs, All 
the same, there is a goo d dea l in it which will a pp ea l to the old er 
Bl ake enthusiast. Not le ast, the Eric Par ker illustratio ns, Some 
o f the rea di ng mat te r seems t o come from the pre-war Sexton Bl ake 
Annuals. The very first Sexton Blake story ever written ls re­
printed (probably ab ridged ). Unfo r tunately, a nd, indeed, incred­
ib ly, we are informed in l arg e print that the tale first a ppe a r ed 
in the Union Jack. 

There is some thi ng heart-warming ab out the cove r s, sh owin g 
Blake, Ti nker , Pedr o, an d the Grey Panther as we l ike to thin k of 
them. A book well worth i nc ludin g in your collection. 

* * * * * 
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Eve rybody knows Gussy ~ But very , ve r y few eve r knew h im as a new 
boy. Here ' s you r chance to join the few, Thi s stor y, written 62 
yea r s ago, was neve r reprinted. 

I THE SWELL OF S1JIM'S I 
Mr, t.a th0m1 the cnaster or Lhe f'ourt.h , •we ws.t twea t him with wespect ,• sa 1d 

was 1n charge or the table. Hr. Lathom was Per cy Hellish. 'How• s that ror a start?• 
a litt l e gent leman 1n gl asses , extremelY He jerked a pellet or b~ad across the 
short - s1ghted, a ctrcu .CLStance or whi ch the tab l e, and caught Augustus In the eye. 
boys at hls table were not slo w to take D'Arcy jW(J)('d up, startled and hurt. 
advantag e. He was a sol emi little aian, Dllch •Sit dom, there, • said tt-. Lat OOm. 
given to loi,artlng " l sdom In th e Corm or •sit down.• 
aphOrlsms, •He t hwew SOC1eth1n' at mel' exc l aimed 

•You m.ist be more quiet, boys ,• he sa id, D'Arcy , •J am extwemely hurt . • 
ralStng b i s hanl1. •sue nce Is - ah - •su. downL' 
golden. Let the meal proc eed in s1 lence. • Arthur Augus tus sat down. 

He had noticed an unusual amount of •You beastly ltttle sneakt • hlssed 
whtspertng a.rd gi ggli ng, but Arthur Augustus Percy across the table. 1 1'11 ,rill!: your 
had not ye t damed upon him. There was beastly Httle neck presentl.y.• 
silence tor about two secor):fs arter Hr. • ~o, you won• tl• sa id Blake. "Let him 
Lat.hem's admoniti on , and Ulen the buzz or alone . F'Wl's all very well , but you don• t 
l'l'htsper lng brok e rorth again. want to chuck things at h i m.• 

•What ts t t , Slake?• 11111'1111red Percy •Hind your OM'l buslnesst• 
Hell i sh. •Where did you pic k it up?• •sue nce 1• said 11r. Lathom. •I r there-

• 1 round tt In the hall,' replted Blake. ts any more talking, I shall cane the next 
•What•s It s name?• ort ender.• 
• Arthur Augustus o • Arey.• Arthur August us , ror the a10ment r eli eved 
'MY hat\~ or his torintntors , gave his attB'ltlon ror e 
Art hur Augustus sat with spee chless In- fully to his tea. He had come a l ong way , 

dtgnai.ton 11 sten ing to the cements passed and he was t'alngry. There was nothtng on 
with schoolboy freedom upon hi s personal t he table that he reall.y ranc l ed, but hunger 
appearance . knOl'l's oo rastldlousness. He dec ided to 

11What a 1tddy collart• t ake the Oest or what he coul d get.. 
'A nd tha t neckt ie ~• Percy Hellish ,ras helping him.self rrom 
"Old you ever see a wais tcoat. like that a lit tl e jar or strawberry j am. and D'Arcy 

t>erore?• thought that some or t.h ls would be an 
•And, oh, chaps, sock his spots • I ta:provement upon his dreadrully tasteless 

me111, spot hi s socks l' bread and butter, so In the politest way 
1 And an eye:glass,• he requested Percy to pass the Jar acros s . 
•Ancl diamond studs t• Percy stared at him. 
Arth14' Augustus was gett ing annoyed. •What did you say, you horrid boUMer?• 

The tea "as weak and halt cold , tlle bre&(I •1 wequestecl you t.o pass me the j8.J:l.1 

and but t.er was t aste less t o one so p.qered •catch meL' 
In his training . I t was t he custom at St. •You are wi.r:le l Kindly pass me the jam.t• 

J t a• s ror th e boys to suppleoent the some-- •Rats t• 
wr .... t. pl atn rar e out or the ir Ol'ITI pocket s, As Percy evi dently didn't i ntend t.o 
but 011.rq knew nothlt,,g or tM s. He eyed ot:>llge, ArthUr Augustus rose and r eached 
hU plate wit h disd a in, and sn1tred wlt.h across ror the Jar . He proc eeded to he lp 
disgust. himself, whi l e Percy stared at htm In rage 

• I think you ar e extwe1te1Y wude boys1• and as ton I s~nt. 
he said, lo~ln g around him. •I am accus- •Give me my j am, you th t evtrc li ttle 
teaed to being tweated with wespect.• beastL• he exc la imed, reaehln& across. 



•What 1 s the matte r tl'lere? • said ttr. 
Lathom, f rowning . 

•Th is new lttd ls aco tr lna IO' j• , sir, 
and ht "o n• t give It back to • 1• howled 
Pe.rey. 

•oear •e l Boy, What ts your name?• 
1 Art.tur .lugustu, O•Arc.y, ,ry goOd 1J1811l 1 

•Your - your What? Art you Md , boy? 

How dare you aadres.s me like tha t? Call me 
rstr•,• 

•Wea.Uy__. 
•How dart you take t1ell1Sl t s ja:n7 

Return It to him l nstant l YL' 
D1 Arey obeyed . As he had a l read.)' taken 

a bl& spoonful on hU plate , the obedl ence 
did not coat h i• m.1eh, and Percy received 
It wi th burning l nd lgnat.to n. 

Ke could not wreak his vengeance "1\tle 
ttr . Lathofll• s eye ,es In that direct ton, but 

as aoon as the masttr • s attentton wandered 
Perey lowered hl mselt on hl a sca t , reach ed 
Wider the t.M>le with his toot , and gave 
D•>.rey a k ick on the sh i n. 

o r Arey &tve a yell or .surprise and 

pal n, St d lu11>ed up, knock 1 ng over back ­
ward• the rorm on fi\lc h he waa si t ting . 
There were three other boys on the roni , 
ana tl'le1 wmt dONl, ~ rawllng an:t yelling 
with alarm . 

One or UIH wu In the act o r rab l ng 

his t eacup to his mouth, n In the tall 
the cup jerked rr(lCII his hand, and the con­

tents went over D' Arcy - al l over h i s 
beauttrul waistcoat - and ht 1ave a howl or 

woe unspeakable. 
Percy Hellish, a ll t.tle al armed at the 

unroreseen reaa l t or his r epr i sal , sat 
look l rc as IMocent as he coulcl. 11r. 

Lathom juaiped up, and came along the tab l e. 

'What do you lllesn by pu!!ttlng thts form 

over , D'Arcy? • he exclaimed , se i z i ng t.he 

new boy by tne co ll ar . • How dare you, sir, 

behave Uk e a aavage at a pub.li e 9Chool -
how da.re you?• 

Poor D•Arcy coloured t.o the root.a or 

his heir. That he - Arth.lr Au,custua D' Arcy 

- should be accused o r actln& like a savage 
.. he whose charming manners were the 

admi ration or countless oat Cltn awltll I t 

seeaed like a &hast.lY dream. 
•s1r 1• he gasped, •sir you art Insult ­

ing . I shall coc:c>laln to th e Cloctah. • 
Hr. Lathem shook h im. 
• 11 t.hla 111perl.l nene e 1 or Is thta boy 

weak In th e head? ' ht ga.speCI. •Boys , how 
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da.re you l augh? Ther e l s nothing c<Dlea l 

In such ab aurd 1cy .• 
But Ult jw, l ors tboU&ht othe rwi se. 'ftley 

slcip)y yelled. 
•Pway wel ease me, irti good mant• said 

D' Arcy . •You are 9Clllrc at/ collah . • 
Nr. La.tho. breathed hard. 
• t think, • conti nued O•Arq, • you ~ould 

punish t t'f! boY Who ki cked cie so bwut a l}y 

undah the table. It 11 weal lY Vef('J pain ful .• 

• Oh, "10 kicked yol/l • 
• That wudt and bwutal boy l• sat d 0 1 Al"CY, 

polntlna Lo Helli sh. • t think he shOu ld be 
tlogged , or expelled rwom tll e col l ege. • 

1 t1tll lsl'l. d id you kick O•Al"C)'?-
•Pardon met• exclaimed ArthW" Augu1Lus. 

•That Question , sir, seems t o l llUll Y a. doubt 

ot t:r:t vewaelty , a,d I am not accustoced -• 
•SJ l ence l Helli sl"I, answer ae L• 
•1 DI;)' havt knocked agai nst him , sir ,• 

sai d Percy. 
• You could onl.)' have Clone It. on pt.rpos e. 

Coat to llf sWCI)' after tea. • 
Nr . l..athom, passl~ h is hand over h i s 

bro w, went back to hi s seat . The rorm was 
l'eplaced , 1nd th e boys sa t down again . 

•You little sneak l' whispe r ed Percy as 
soon as he dared . • t 'll bt even wt th you 
tor th i s. J •11 jam your rottff'\ eyeglass 

d°"'TI your throa t1 • 
'WhO Is that .speak.in&?• a!iced Mr. 

Lathom, peer!ng Cloftn Ult table . 
' It. Is that dlsagwe1a1>l e boy aga tn l 11 

said D'Arcy . • He Is thweatenlng to Jam 1llY 

eyegla.ss do'H'I m:, th'ffOat, and I pwot es t __. 
•You again , Me lll-"1 1 I snau not forget 

th l sl " 
1'haL event.tu) Eeal was rln l shed at last. 

Wld tne boys trooped out . Perey NelllS'l 
wanted badly to Interv i ew tll e new boy, but 

he cou ld not neglect Hr . La.t.hom• s k i nd ln v1-

t.atlon to r ollo w him to his sway. Arrived 
there , tht aa.ster or the rourt.h gave h i m a 
couple or cuts on eactt hand aM a t ew words 

or VUU'n l 11&. 

• You appear to have pi cked upon this new 
boy becaise he ts staple ,• he satd. • tr I 
hear o r anyth i ng or th e ki nd aaa 1n t Sl.811 

cane you severely .• 
Perey lef t th e study tn a •hlte heat. 

Art er Nr. Lathoais wamtrc, ht dared not. 

open lY • go tor- the new boy , but he '118.5 

dete rml nt<I not t o be depr ived o r h lS 
venaeance. He aet h i s wt ts to work to p l ot 
and plan . Percy Helllah was not a gooCI-
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nat:ured boy. He was Jack Bl ake• s rival tor 
the le ader ship or the Scho ol Hous e j uni or s; 
bot he had no chan ce against Bl ake , ror h is 
qua ll t.les were not such a.s t.o end ear him to 
his schOoHe ll ows . 

To Percy Hell ish a joke never s eett:ltd 
re an y a joke unless someone was hurt. 

When he f elt h lmself aggrieved he 
generally cont rl ved t o get his ON'l back 
somehow, very of ten by •ways that are dark.• 
And now, as he schemed how to obtaln 
vengean ce upon D' Arey wl thout ris ki ng a 
cani ng, It was not l one berore he h it upon 
an Idea. The t roubles or that day were not 
yet over ror the ne"' boy. 

(Watch tor Next Month's ta sclna t Jng instalment . ) 

Do You Rem~ber? 

No, 72 - Boys ' Friend 4d Lib r a ry No. 417 

By Roger M Jenkins 
11Fran k Richards' 

Schooldays " 
To a li ter ary historian, the mo st astonishi ng thing about the 

Cedar Cre ek tal es is that Charle s Hamilton, usi ng one o f h i s pe n­
names, shou ld have wr i tt en about t he fictitious schooldays of 
another of h is pen-n ames. There was r eally no reason at all why 
th e Cedar Cree k tales should have been linked with t he Magnet and 
Gem in t his way , and it is an indication of the itmnense popularit y 
of Hamilton 1 s writing at the time tha t such a series sho uld have 
been commenced . It i s interesting to note t hat M:lrtin Cli fford 
wrote of Fr a nk Richards' schoo l days, a !thou gh Fra nk Ri cha rd s migh t 
e quall y well have written about Martin Clif ford' s schooldays , but 
it see ms quit e clea r that by 191 7, when the Ced a r Creek tales 
began, Greyf r ia r s had oust r ipped St . Jim ' s in popularity, an d so 
it was the Greyfr ia r s author who was to be the hero o f the new 
series. 

Ther e is no gainsaying the inrnense popula r ity of the Cedar 
Cre ek sto r ies in t heir time. Char le s Hamilton complete ly succee ded 
in capturing the imagination of his re aders with the magic touch 
that he cou ld infallib ly wie ld in those far-off days hal f a centu r y 
ago. The Cedar Creek tales in the old Boys' Fr ien d 4d library 
wer e more numerous than those of any other Hamiltonian school, and 
Mo, 417, the f ir st o f the r ep r in t s, possessed th e uni qu e merit of 
retaining the or igina l titles under which t he stories had first 
appeare d in the week ly Boys ' Friend, thus maki ng i t qui t e c l ear 
that t he firs t nine sto ries were be i ng re printed. This monthly 
vvlume had the additional charm that the hin ges were on the shor t er 
s ide of t he book , makin g it open lengthwise wi t h six columns of 
pr int facing the reader. 

The first story tells how Frank Richa r ds had to l ea ve St. 
Kit's bec au se his father had los t a ll h is money, a nd r ight away we 
be gin t o wonder how much the r e is of tr uth an d how much of wis h ful 
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thinking in the presentation of the young hero. When we are told 
that Frank Richards likes Latin and knows the Greek alphabet, we 
can nod approval, since these were true facts, but when we read 
t hat Frank Richards scored a century and made the wi nning catch in 
his last match at St . Kit I s, we begin to fancy tha t this is what 
Charles Hamilton wished he could have done. Quite clearly the 
main part of the Ceda r Creek plots wa s purely imaginary, but there 
mig ht be some autobiographical touches embedded, and indeed it is 
possible to think that Charle s Hamilton caricatured himself in the 
portrait of Mr. Slitt111ey - the assistant master from England who 
was patient, academic, ineffectual, and hopelessly in love with 
t he headmistress, Mis s Meadows. 

The main charact er s in the sto rie s were deftly sketched in 
these nine early tales. There was Frank Richards' cousin_, Bob 
Lawless , who was always taking advantage of Frank's ignorance of 
Canadian customs: when he persuaded Frank to turn up at Cedar 
Greek in Eton suit and top-ha t , we inevitably think of Tom Merry 
and the velvet suit, Vere Beauclerc was . the son of the remittance 
man, and his proud bearing did not recoamend him to the other boys 
in early days. Chunky Todgers was a fat boy of harmless manners, 
Eben Hacke was the loud-mouthed American boy_, and Kern Gunten the 
Swiss rogu e. Although these were original members of what was a 
sch ool cast, there is the feeling that the school was onl y a 
tenuous link in the background. It was a day school in the middle 
of nowhere, and what ha ppened wi thin its walls was usually the 
lea st important part of the story. To my mind , the Cedar Cr eek 
saga really co nsisted of adv enture tales, a splendid series of 
stories to which "Frank Richards I Schooldays" is just the fas cina t ­
ing prelude. 

LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No 128 SIXTY CANDLES 
The Gem was one of those papers which was either very very 

go od or very very bad. Which means that it is a periodica 1 of 
rare inter est to thos e who study the history of the old papers. 

During it s best periods - the years of the blue covers and a 
l engt hy time in the early "twenties" - it was unsurpassed. At 
o ther times it was occasionally intolerable for anyone with a real 
love for St , Jim's . 

Danny, in his Diary, is a t pr esent in the midst of one o f the 
most infuriating period s o f the Gem_, though, as we have shown 
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before, it ls one of those periods full of int ere s t for the histor­
i an, a nd , in fact, very di f fere nt from tha t dead time between 1928 
and mid-1931. 

Danny refers to a s tory entitled 11C.Ousin Ethel 1 s Champio ns , 11 

and he de scribes it as 11a ve r y odd story. 11 And that is one of 
Danny's rare under - sta tement s. To Danny it was jus t one of those 
fearfully inept tales whi ch a ppeare d all too often to make the 
l oya l r ea der tear his hair. Fifty year s later, however , there 
are one or two points which cause us to linger fo r a few moment s 
ove r thi1 oddest of odd ta l es. 

Acco r ding to those i nvaluable lists compiled by Mr. W. 0. G, 
Lofts , "Cousin Et hel 's Champions 11 was written by H. Clarke Hook , 
There 111 no r eason to doubt that Mr. Lofts's information ls 
co rrect. The writing ls stodgy; the whole thing is heavily over­
writt en , and it is not a tale which the average St. Ji.m's ent husi ast 
would find very re adable. 

What Danny does not indicate in thia month ' a particul a r ex ­
tract from his Diary, and, quite naturally , Mr. loft s do es not 
show in hie list, is that "Cousin Eth e l' s Champions" is the first 
tale of a 3- ya r n series. The succeed i ng sto r ies in the series 
wer e ''Th e Black Shee p of the Shell" and "In Honour of th e Head , 11 

an d a surprising poi nt is that Hr. Lofts I list sh ows the se two 
sto ries aa having bee n writt en by Pentelow. 

Now it seems mostly unlik e ly that a 3- story series would hav e 
the first tale writ t en by H. Cla rke Hook , and the other two added 
by Pentel ow. Unlikely. but not impossi ble, "as we must admit when 
we rec all the episode in 1916 when Pentelow wrote 11I n The Seats of 
the Mighty" as someth i ng of a se quel to Hamil to n ' s "All th e 
Winne rs. 11 

However, th e theme of the October 1918 series , of which Danny 
desc ribe s t he opening story as 11odd 11 (possibly as a euphemism for "\ 
pr eposte r ous) is such t hat we ca n really dis ca rd the likelihood 
that more than one person had a ha nd in the writing of it , The 
se ri es is constructed round Or. Holmes ' s s ixtieth birthd ay and the 
ce lebrati ons a tra nged to mark that birthday. Cousin Ethel who is 
"like a daughter to t he Holmes • s" goes a long to jo in with the Head 
u, making whoopee over h is r eac hi ng that mi l estone. The idea th at 
a Headmaster would an nounce his 60t h birthday, let alone tha t his 
public school would make it an occasion fo r celebration is really 
t oo funny f or word s. 

We must confeu, of course . that we a r e faced with an author 
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who was ingenuous enough t o wri te such piffle, and an editor who 
was dumb enough (un le ss the Gem' s cupboa rd was hopel ess ly bare) to 
acc ept it. Is it possible tha t the edi t or, ao thrill ed wit h this 
remarkable theme of the first yarn, was moved to write two more 
s tor ies himself and tack them on to make a series? 

Fifty years on it's not very impor t ant. But it go es to prove 
that t his period of the Gem, infuriating though it often was for 
the reader, was not witho ut its points of interest. 

I have a lway a contended that it was easier to wri te an imita ­
tion Creyf riars t ale than a simi l ar one of St. Jim's. Providing 
t he plo t was reasonable (it often wasn't'.) the sub writer was ade ­
quate with Greyfriars. He rarel y app roached ade quacy with St. 
Jim's. 

I made this point deli cately with a Mr. Cl aud Lowe who te le­
phoned me recently, and he ag reed with me compl etely. Mr. Lowe 
claimed to have written St. Jim 1 s tales for the Gem, and there is 
no doubt that he did , lie add ed that his first Gem ta le was 
entitled "D'Arcy the Ventrilo quist, 11 about 1920. I can 1 t trace 
this , and the blue-covered ••o 'Arey the Ventriloquist 11

1 much 
earl ier than 1920, was a lmost certain l y a Hamilt on s tory. 

Mr. I.owe asked me to se nd him a copy of C .D ., and promised an 
article conce r ning his activities for the Gem. I sent him the 
C.D., but, so far, have heard nothing further from Mr. Lowe, I am 
still hoping that he will crop up again, for his comments woul d 
provide inte r est in g thought fo r Gem enthu s iasts. 

FOR SALE: Bound volume of Pluck containing Nos. 1 - 21 (mostly 
bound wit hout covers, but covers pre sen t on No. 1 and 5 other s ). 
Dates 1904 - 5. Interesting collectors' item . £3-lOs plus postage, 
Holiday Annuals 1937 and 1939: 30/- each . 5 Halfpe nny Marv els and 
1 Halfpenny Pluck (fair condition) 3/- each . Gems: 1138 (»nas No,) 
6/ -; 1139, 1141, 1142, 1151 , 1157, 1482, 5/· eac h , Exce llent 
co pie s of the 1903 Union Jack: No, 3 containing Held by the Enemy 
(Murray Graydon), No. 4 Hunting Gold by Cecll Hunter , No, 5 For 
Liberty by Dowling Maitland , No, 6 Son of the Regiment by Ale c 
Pea r son , No. 7 Squatte r ' a Revenge by Mark Darran , No. 8 The Sea 
Rovers by A , S. Hardy, 5/- each, 3 early Ila lfpenny Union Jacks 
(on the rough side) 2/6 each. Red Magne t s: 327 Rough on Coker 15/-. 
329 Boy from th e Farm 15/-, 330 The Wrong Sor t 17/6. Postage an d 
packing extra on all items . 

ERIC FAYNE. EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD , SURBITON. 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
EARLY STRUGGLES 

THE "PENNY MAGAZINE" AND THE "NUGGETT LIBRA.RYu 

By Bob Blythe 

The year is 1909 an d Edwy is stil l casting his net in his 
endeavours to get hi s stories pub lished . So far, as we have seen, 
he had been cas t i ng it in st r ange waters. His next ventu r e was no 
less stran ge. The Penny Magazine 

Apr1l 26th, 1909 
Dear Sir, t have read your•Deru:ian Cross' story, and amre t umtng 1t herewith with 
t.hanks. In the r1r s t place, t t 1s rather too long: seCQndJ.y, I do not think the ~st.ery 
Is ,rell sustained. It t s very obvious almost rrom the start l'tlo co11mltted the IIUI'der. 
At the same time 1r you care to sub:nlt other storie s , I shall be pleased to cons ider 
thet1. Yours et c . 

This must have been r ather a blow to our young a~thor, and it 
must be remembered that he was young - on ly 16, but he knew, even 
then, where his fortune lay, and was not going to take "no" for 
an answer. And so we find t he following l etter in reply. 

Bacton on Sea , Sur rolk. 28.f4.1909 

Dear Sir, Your l etter , encl os ln& my •Chesterton Hurde.rt' r ece tved thl s morning, "Ith 
thanks, YOU suggest th.at should I submit other stories 

Hay I remind you that you al rea<IY have two of my errort .s in hancr? (•Dardy" - Casse l s 
nag. &: •A Stolen Natch• - Chums), Berore I send you otl\er stories I moul d be obli ged 
tr you would let me know what you Intend dot~ with regard to these. Yours e tc. 

However, he took the editor's criticism to heart, for he rewro te 
the whole st ory and submitted it once again , Nov, 27 1909 
Dear Sir, A short t ime ago 1 sent you the enclosed story , •THE O!EST&Rtm !1.IRDm, A 
tal e or Oel'IC\arl Cross, Ott e c ttve,• Wld you returned It to ce , say i ng In your lett er that 
It was too l ong, and that• It wa s almst obvious rrolll the start 'll'ho co11Cttlted the lllll'der . • 

t r you would be good enough to read the enclos ed t think you will adcll t t hat I have 
rei:ieclled the detlclenctes. t have thoroughlY revised I t: In ract, re...r l tten It, taki ng 
Cllch out, adding llllCh to It, and I slncere!y trust the result will be sattsractory . 

Hay I aS{ tor an early decision? Fa lthtu lly yours , 

Written on the bot t om of E .S .B I s co py of t his letter are the 
following te r se couments , 

Dec . 23, got the story back wt thout a '#Ord, 

With t hat Edwy must ha ve decided that the "Pen ny Pi ctor ial" 
was a waste of time, for there the correspondence e nds - and yet• 
six yea r s later, in Febr ua ry 1915 we find the followi ng. 
Dear Str, I e'lclose a short story entit led •one Guns Double Gaaie,• vtll ch I trust "tll be 
acceptable ror publication tn the •penny Plct-or la l.• Fatthrull y yours, etc , 

One wonders why he felt it necessa ry to su bm.i t such a s t ory 
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after this lapse of time, for I feel that the tone of the letter 
indicates that he had not written anything for the P .P, during the 
i nter ve ning years , I may be wrong, of course, but my re sea rch 
into this magazine has only reached 1909 , so I 1 ve a long way to go 
ye t, and who knows wha t I may find? Incidentally, I don' t know 
whether this story was eve r pub 1 t s hed. There's only thi s one lett er . 

The year 1909 ended for E ,S ,8 . with his ef fort s to get a sto ry 
published in the ''Nuggett Library , 11 published by Henderson . This 
was a magazine something like the 4d B .F .L. containing a single 
sto r y an d appea red monthly . He sta rt ed hopefully enough . 

Nov, 27th 1909 
Dear Sir , Hay I ask your special atte n tion to the enclos ed l1,S? I make th i s re quest 
because I have written Ul.e story , • t he S la ck House• expressly ror publJ catlon tn the 
•N ug&et.t L lbracy .• Beror e coimnenclfl8 to wrl te, l studied and r ead several i ssues or your 
per t odlcal , and th e enclosed school story ts, I th ink , the required sty le and leng th 
( 26,ooo word s ). Nothi ng would please me mor e than t he privl lege or becoming a regu lar 
co ntributor to the ~Huggett.• 

May J ask t or your early dec ision? Your s et c . 
P.S. I may add t ha t I have had several stor i es published by Mess rs . Shurey•s , and that 
a tal e oC mine was publtshed ln the J une Issue or !he •Novel Magazine.• E.S.B . 

All he got from th is was a r ej ect i on s lip: 
Nothing daunted he wrote, Dec. 30t h. 19()() 

Dear Sir, I am sorry you cannot see your way t o accept ey story, ' THE BLACK HOlBE,• Yillch 
l re ceived back yest erday I:IOC'nlng • 

.-s l had " rlt.tm the sch ool s tory expr es sly ror t he •NUfifle tt• l was r.iore t han ~ 
pr ised at your enc l os i ng nothl~ but a pr l nte<l ror m o r reject ion. 

Would i t be troubling you t.oo much to t.ell me In what wa:; t he tale ls W'lsultab l e, and 
the st yle or stor-y you do r equire? t enclose a stampe d and addr'essea El'IVelope ror th e 
purl)ose . May r ask ror "an Jrrmedlate N'spcnse? I amt et<·. 

One ca nno t but admire his cheek! 
Anyway, i t got results , for the editor sent the followin g 

exp l ana tion . This i n itself is sooiething remarka ble. Edi tors do 
not usually explain o r a polo gise if th e y reject a story. 

Red Lion court ., Fle et St . Dec . 31st . 1909. 
Dear Sir, The prtnctple r eason ror return i ng your story ts because . at th e pre se nt t i me 
we have so many accepted tGS awa1ttng publlcatt on., that we were unwilli ng to keep you 
wai ting si x t o ei ght. months beror e It could be publtshed. 

Ir you will sm d us the t"5. or the story In two <Jr three months rro m now we th i nk It 
would prob a bly be acc eptabl e ror publi cat io n In •Lot-0 ' -Pun' 11C<Jmlc Ltr e11 or Ule • Nugget 
L1brary. • 

TMs should have bea, cormunl cated to you at t he t i me. men tht 113. was returned t o 
you , but, by an oversight on th e part or a Sub-Edit or, onJ.y a printed rorm was s~t to you. 

For Lhls we beg to apologise, Yours ral thfull y , et c . 

Brooks r ep lied with a short note to the effect that he noted 
the contents and would submit i t again in March. Which, in due 
course, he did. A letter dated 3/3/1910 to the editor reminded 
him of this_, a lt hough part of the letter must have been wr itte n 
with tongue in cheek. 
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•AecordtnglY I now a1a1n sub•lt It t o ycu ror consl dara t.lon . tn d slncerdy tzust 

that you wlll ri.lllblr ae .-ong1t your contributor, . As I hllYe Hid t>eror, , I ,srot e t he 

ti l e tlPRESSLY FOR 111E 'h UiGL'Tfll and It, ¥10Uld be cr at Uyt na. to stt It appear In that 

perio di cal . I say that partl )' ror this reason, but rore es pecia lly ln vlf!III' or your 
previous remark , , t have kept the ato ry back t.hll la.st tMO or three riont-hs, aa I would , 

or eourae, prefer It to appear In one or your paper,. I u , Dear Sir , tt.c . 

A.n acknowl edgement of receipt waa r ec eived on the 11th March , 

but nothing transpired unti l the 30th March, when Brooks , possibly 

urged on by pangs of hunger , {he had had nothing accepted fo r 

months, remembe r!) wrote to the editor asking , in effect, what was 

happening? 
This had the desir ed effect, for on the 4th April he r eceived 

thla reply, which must have cheered hlm up cons i derab ly. 
F'l ett S t . AprJl 4th, 1910 . 

Otar S lr , We art sorry that we have been so lcn& In &tvl na you a declston wtth regard to 

your stcry •The Bl ack Houset but cwlng t.o pressure or work, we have been unabl e to r ead 

It until thts Mt k· end. 
We not1 wru .e to say that we shall be pleuea to take this st.or, for one or our pub­

lications If you art prepared to acc ept lhe peymnt or 10/ - ptr 1 ,000 words tor all 

rl&htl tn the story. Yours truly, He . 

He repli ed promptl y on the 5th a ccepting these terms and a t t he 

same time asked for det ails of th e type of story r equ i red for the 

"Lion Librar y. " (Note, anothe r paper to be investigated, a s this 

is the only reference co this paper in the archives). He ended 

the le tter with this P ,S, "In your response will you kindly let me 

know about what date I may a nti cipate the r eceipt of che que fo r 

'tirhe Bl ack House. " 
He was still waiting for some cash in May, by which time he had 

written another l engthy stor y . This he submitted to the editor of 

the ''Huggett Li brar y0 with the fo I l owing coaments. 
n.ay-5th , 191 o. 

Dear Sir , t beg to enclose herewith I'S. ot a new school -d et.totlve story, 36,000 words i n 
le ngth, entitled • tn Per u at Ne.ndlehurst..• AS you will see it deals with t.ht same 

chlract ers ana scents as are contained t n •TM Black House" which you have been good 

enouah to accept. ( t ts , In a 111181, a contin uation ot • The Black House" - althou,tl , or 

course , both stories are Quite eoapJe te In t.hemstlYts. 
Kay I re111rvi you that I u stl 11 awaitJrw a rep].y to r:tl letter o r tht 5th In '*' lch I 

a&rtt<I to accept your otter ot 10/- per I .<XX'I 'IIIOrds tor .'!Ole rlf.hts In •Tht Black Houst. • 
Thenkl~ you, et c . 

The postal service of 1910 really puts th at of 1968 to sha me, 

for, on the ~ da y the editor r eplied, 

Deltl" Sir , We art In receipt ot tht m . or your story ent.ttled ' In Peril at Handleburst. • 
and we will endea,our t.o give you a <1t c1slon with re&ard to It at t he eerllttt opportunity. 

With regard to the sto ry ' Tb• Black House.• Wt are sorr, It your letttr hu rualned 
unanswered , bUt we thought tlla t th t utter •• aettled 'lt'ien you accep ted our ort,r or 

IOI• per 1,000 word.a tor the s ol e rlaht.s. Yours trul.y, et c . 

Another month rolled by, and still no cash, In desper ation , I 

feel he tried a gain, 
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June 11th, 191 o. 

Otar S ir, NS¥ I venture to reclnct you that. I am still await i ng your decis ion wit h rt&ard 

t.o 1111' story, •1 11 Perll at NMdlehu.r st. • I d1Sll ke wrlt ll'l8 yo u In fll la manner as I • 

a l"ays averse to d l.splqtn, any undue t~atlence; but In your lett er or Nay 5t.h you said 

that you trt0ul0 atv e me a declsl on at t.he earltut. oppor tunlt.1 , and l am thi nk.Ina. perhaps 

that presstn.g NOrk my have caused you to onrlook the •t.t.e.r. I u , etc. 

In a piece of bla r ney as a PS, he adds 
• Hay t tak e thi s opportunity to congratula t e you upon your new orr~ rt ng - •The Nerry ­

Thought. • I reel sure that It the pruen t standarcl or exce ll enc e ls ll'IBlnt.alned - aa I 

have no doubt It wtll be - th e new Journal wi ll at t.aln tht lo~ and healthY lite wh t cil 

H. des erv es . E.S. B. 

A few days later he r eceived a short l et ter telling him t hat he 

would have a decision within the week - but still no cash . 

On June 20th th e sto ry was ret urned - with r eg re ts etc. This 

rebuff might have dampened th e spirits of some would-be au t ho rs, 

but not our Edwy ! 
June 24th , 1910 

Dear s ir. I have recetvtd the typ escr ipt or my story • In Pe ril a t HandlehUrst • accompany­

Ina. your letter or the 20th. and regret to l earn rrom t h e l a tter that t he edi t or or • comtc 

Lire- md •Lo t -0 1 -FWJII Is unable to make use o r Utt ta l e as a serial. 
l t has OCC)ll"red to me, hcMever , that Ule s t-ory may not have received your eonalderatton 

In Its relation to lltY' ta l e 'The Black House- Which you accepted a month or t wo aao , ana 

It you han no obJectton I should ltk t to submit • In Peril at Handlehurst • again arter you 

have pub ltaht d •The Black House" as the rormer story bring s ln al l the charact ers end 

sce nes deal t with In th t la tter . Will you klnclly let me know 1r thl! propo sition has your 

approval? 
Cs. you alao l et u know when you conteq>lat t publlshtrw • The Bladt Houset ai d flbtn I 

c1n expect c:heque in payment ror the story? r at UHullY yours , et c . 

However to show that he was not ave r se to taking advice, he added 

the fol lo wing PS , •can you gl'le me an Idea .1ust lJITIY •1n Peril at ttandl en urst • did 

not appe al to the editor or •Coal e Lite" and • Lor.-0 1-run. • 

Which cal led forth the repl y: Aue. 11th , 1910. 

~ar S ir, With regard t o yow- seria l •Th e Bl ack House . • Tht price o!!e rtd ror this wa.s 

10/ - per 1 ,000 words , lffilch would word out. at. £15 ror the lllho le story 1! paid on publica ­

tio n. Ir, howtvr>r, y ou desire payment tn ad'limce, we are will ing to mo.ke you an otter o! 

t'10 ca ~ down. Tours e w . 

Wor king on the principle that ha 1f a Joa f is better th a n none 

Edwy accepted. It was just as well he did for we find that two 

years l ater, i n February 19 12, in re ply to a l etter o f enqui ry, the 

following. Feb .. 19 th, 19 12. 

Dear S tr , In rep).y to yow- l ette r. Wt have not yet. been able to rtrxt a way or ustna your 

story entltltcl •The Black Hous~ In eny or our publlc a tlo na . Tour-s etc. 

Final l y , the curtain comes down on t he unprofitab le negotiations 

with Henderso n 's wi th these letter s. 
Aua.. 12 th . 1912 

Dt ar Slr, As you doubt.ltH remember, you acctl)ttd a story or mine - ' Tht Slack Hous .. -

In April 1910 , altbough It has not yet appeared in pri nt. Som tlmt arttr that I sen t 

you th e enclosed st cr y, 'I n Per il at l'landleh urst.111 ... hoplfl& that It ,c,uld be acceptabl e , 

as t t concerns the san e school and th t same characte rs lllho rt sure 1n • Tht Black HouH. • 
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You returned It to me, however, altho~ I personal.Iy tMught St was a better story than 
the first one. 

He., as the characters are the same a.s In the 11Slack House- I cmnot , ot course , orter 
the story tor sale to another fi rm. A.s a matte r or tact, l have been "att.lng ror the 
B.H. to appear , so that I could th en su?:>mlt the enclosed story agatn. I t has been lYI~ 
tn lltt' dralJl'er tor months. (He really meant ;rears, but dtdn' t like to S8¥ so . R.B. ) I am 
sure 1 could have disposed ot it It t had chosen to retype It al l out , but I dldn 1 t want 
LO do tha t ; l would m.Jeh pre fer It to appear tn one or your papers a fter t.he 'Black 
Housel' has been published. 

Since you are the onlY ttrm Who could handle It In Its presMt rorm - and as I have 
plenty or other Pfork to be gettl,. on with a t present - I feel dlSPosed to orrer the yarn 
to you at half the usual rates. That ts, I will accept SI- per 1 ,000 words for sole 
rights tn the story should you dec tde to accept It , o r cours e , th is Is a vecy law rate 
or pay, and I 9houlel not accept tt Wl:ler other conellt lons. But I wrote the stol')' speelally 
tor you, and I should llke to have It publi shed by you. I Should ltke you to bey It 
straight orr , and settle the Clllltter. 

should you want an)' little alt.erat.lons I shall be onlY t oo pleased to make t.hem t or 
you. I am, etc . 

And their reply? They couldn I t use the story - even at half the 
price: Knowing the E .S .B. of those days as we do , I wouldn't be 
surprised to find that 11In Peril a t Ha.ndlehurst" was eventually 
published by the A,P. under some other title! Stand by for fu r ther 
deve lopnent s. 

FOR SALE: (also WANTED): N. Lees, Gems, Marvel s , S.O.L. 1 C,Ds., 
S, Blakes, Bunter Books, etc. S.A.E , please. No callers. 

F BOTTOMLEY, 38, DOWNHILLS PARK ROAD, LONDON, N .17 . 

SALE : Nelson Lees, O.S. 532, 576, 440, 373, 317, 265, 246, 
224 . Union Jacks 735, 736, S.0.Ls. 309, 312, 343, Boys ' Friend 
605 . Grey friars Holiday Annuals 1921, 1924, 1928, 1931, 1933 . 

JAMES GALL, 1, CHAPEL COlJRT. ABl!RDl!EN, SCOTLAND. 

FOR SALE: Annuals: Rainbow 1939, Bruin Boys' 1934: 14/- the 2 , 
The l!ngllsh Review Vol s 1 to 4, 1908- 9. Lovel y mint condition. 
U the 2 plus postage. 

L. MORLEY, 76, ST. MARGARETS RD., HANWELL W 7. 

FOR SALE: B,F,Ls , \ d and ld Vanguards, Marvels, Plucks, U.Js., 
anJ Friends. ~ including Robin Hoods, Bills, Detective, 
Lees, New Series , Nugget Libr a ry, Modern Boy's, Bunter/Merry 
hardbacks and Annual s, Other Annuals include Holiday, Chums, 
B,O,P's., Capta ins, Young England, Champions and many other pre 
war. Also early Rainbows a nd Children's Annuals. 

NORMAN s, SHAii, 84 Bl!LVl!DERI! RD., S.l!.19, 771-9857 Evenings. 

r 
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THE POSTMAN CALLED (Interesting items from the 
'I Edit or' s l ett er- bag) 

11.0 .G, LOFTS (London) : The E .S , Brooks who wrote no vels i n 1886 

was not our Edwy Searles Broo ks, or a relation . I th in k th e former 

init i als stood for Edwar d Si dn ey . Names of sc hools a re not co py­

right , an d there are dozen s o f ca ses where authors have used the 

same name for a school. The r e is a demand for ol d issues of BOYS 

MAGAZINE, -

I f irst saw a copy of TOBY down Fleet St r eet , when I met F.G. 

Cook the Magnet and Gem substitute wr iter. Mr. Cook was a contri­

butor , an d he told me that none other th a n Gwyn Eva n s was th e 

editor fo r a sho r t while! Gwyn however, was too irresponsible to 

ho ld the po sition long , 

Miss I! , B , FLINDERS (Hit ch in): I am so p l eased to read the sto r y 

of how Gussy came to St. Jim's. It is a sto r y I've always wanted 

to read . over t he years he somehow collected quite a large family : 

a father and mot her, and two br ot hers . This is a much l arger 

fami.ly than most of the characters could boast . Have you ever 

wonde red at the number of orphans at St , Jim's an d Greyfria r s? Also 

th e great age of a 11 the fathers an d mothe r s a nd uncles and 

guardians. The women have o l d kin d faces, a nd the men have whi t e 

hair an d moustaches. I know all youngsters thin k anyone older than 

themselves old, but they know the difference bet wee n an ' o ld' 

tw enty, and an 1old 1 sixty , As a youn g rea de r T used to th ink the 

authors didn • t know the difference bet ween parents and gra n d-parents. 

I al ways look fo rwa rd to 'Collectors Digest. ' I on l y vi sh 

there was a l i ttle more about the Gem in it, but I suppose it had 

its tu rn in t he past , and I ' m very gratefu l for the Gussy sto r y, I 

do ho pe you will prlnl all of It. 

RON HODGSON (Mans fie ld) : Certainly don ' t want t o wish my time 

a way, bu t I 1m wait i ng to be a ble to read th e who l e story of dear 

o ld Gussy coming to St . Jim ' s. I/hat a de li ghtfu l thought it was to 

reprint th is. 
A1n. just reading the MerHn "B .B , and t he Ban k Robber " and the 

s t ory is most familiar a Lt hough 1 know I have not r e.ad it in the 

Magnet or S.O .L, My reading of this was in the Modern Boy, when 

Len Lex got on the t rai l of Mr. Egerton-You ng, t he Mystery Mas t er. 

A case of me read ing the 11copy" story befo r e com in g a cro ss the 

original. 

TOM DOBSON (Aue tralia) : As time goes by c ,D, s eems to ge t more 
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attractive every year. Danny' s Diary should be very good in the 

"roaring twenties. 11 nte movies he is seeing now are just a bit 

before my time, 
I h'ope he followed the serials featuring Pearl White in "The 

House of Hate" (The Hooded Terror). Another good one, I liked, 

was ''rhe Shielding Shadow" with Leon Barry and Grace Darmody, I 

think. 
Now I really am journeying down ''Memory 1.ane, 11 

HARRY LAVENDER (Manchester): Are there many set a extant of t he 

Greyfriars (chocolate) cigarette cards? I s the pri ce high ? 

(Have any readers sets of these cards? - ED.) 

H HALL (Penryn): I have in m.y possession several 2d Diamond 

Librarie s featuring Dixon Brett also 11Aldin e Thr il ler Library" 

fe at uring same detective. The Diamond Library runs f rom 104 to 

152. The Aldine Thriller from No, 2 to No. 12 • also No. 23 

de scribe d as Dixon Brett Detective Library. Could any r eader tell 

me the year in which t hese issues were published? I would also 

like to know when No. 55 and No. 100 of Newnes 11Dick Turpin 

Library 11 were published also No. 1 and 2 of Newnea "Deadwood Dic k 

Library." 
I would be grateful to any reader who would give me information 

on these lesser known and in my opinion sadly neglected cha ract e rs 

who move through the pages of our hobby. 

CHARLES DAY (Keighley): I was interested in the remarks by one or 

two of your contributors re Sexton Blake, as portrayed by lauren ce 

Payne. For me also , he doesn't fill the bill in portraying S.B. 

Eric Parker always set the seal on my idea of what Blake shou l d 

look like . 

W A N T E D : Good loo se copi es or volumes containing any one or 

more of th e following: GEMS: Some issues between 801 and 832; 953, 

954, 959, 960, 974, 975, 981, 984, 985, 986, 987, 989, 970, 990, 

992, 993, 995, POPULARS: 401, 403, 407, 409, 413, 415, 421, 422 , 

441, 442, 466, 467 , 474. 
:arc FAYNE. EXCELSIOR HOUSE. GROVE ROAD, SURBITON. SURREY. 

~: Magnets , Gems, Populars, Lees (Ol d Series), Monsters, 

Bullseyes , Skippers, Wizards, Pilots, U ,J s ., SOLs, Scouts, captain s , 

ChLllls, BOP' s, Holiday Annuals an d similar. 

NORMAN S SHAW. 84 BELVEDERE RD UPPER NORWOOD LONDON S E 19. 
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NEWS OF THE CLUBS 

Meeting held Augu st 27th 1968 
The holiday season played havoc with th e at tendance which was 

down to 6 mem.bers, so th e meeting was informal, 
Tom Porter presented Ian Bennett with two Modern Boys of 1937 

vi nt age cont a i ning his favourite "Capt a i n Justice " stories. 
There were several i nteresting items on show . One was a mint 

copy o f the famous 11Boys wi 11 be Boys" which stimulated interest in 
our hobby so much just after the Second World War. This was obtained 
fo r six pence by yo ur cor respondent from a bookstall at a fete by 
the boys of the prepar at ory schoo l near Repton, the famous public 
school. 

The anniversary number, ou r usua l item, was Magnet 1280 for 
the 27th of August, 1932. The Lure of t he Golden Scarab, one of 
the "Egypt" series, Also t here was a very interesting Colle c tors' 
Item, Boys' Friend Library No. 228 , 2nd May 1913 - A Sexton Blake 
Story. 

The raffle pri zes t h is month wer e given by Tom Porter, Stan 
Knight and Bill Morgan a nd were won by Win Partridge, Tom Porter 
and Bill Morgan. 

Informal discussion arose from lett ers received from absent 
and po s t al members. 

John Bond wr ot e a nd made the point that the later work of 
some authors wa.s inferior to their earlier work. Was this true of 
Charle s Hamilton? On th is question th ere was a division of opinion . 
Sta n Knight wan ted to know what were the mottoes of th e well-known 
Hamilton schoo l s. So far nobody has been able to tell him. 

A l etter from Ivan Webster who was holidaying in Ir elan d 
said that if the 'l it tle people' have any Magnets an d Gems begorrah 
he wou ld be looking fo r them . 

Ian Bennett who is an au th ority on the Captai n Justice 
sto r ies said durin g the discussion t hat the science fiction aspect 
o f the later stor ie s did no t always p l ease him. Your correspondent 
who always had a tast e for scie nce f icti on, along with a taste for 
the classics and Old Boys' Books, did not see eye to eye with Ian , 
but o f cou r se bowed to the opinion of the expert on thes e particu· 
lar stories . 

Next month with the proposed vi si t of Mrs . Hamilton Wright, 
n iece of Charles Hamilton, we should see a real gathering of the 
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clans.. One of the points likel y to be r a ised is the biography 
of her famous uncle she is compiling and will be, of course of 
t remendous interest to a 11 lovers of his work, when it is 
published. 

The next meeting is on Sept. 24th at 7 .30 at The Birmingham 
Theatre Centre. 

J, F, Bell field 
Correspondent. 

LONDON 

At 9 a.m. on Sunday, 8 September, 15 11Happy Wanderers" boarded 
the fifty-seater coach of that name a t Victoria, bound for the 
Six th Annual Outing of the London Club at Folkestone, Kent. A 
stop for co ffe e was made at The Pilgrim' s Rest, Wrotham at 10, 
Further along t he route we passed the Charing Crematorium where 
lie Frank Richards' ashes. On arriving at the Clifton Hotel we 
greeted our 14 other luncheon companions and are ju st in t ime to 
sit down at 12 noon. The Gem is honoured thi s year on our 
President I s much admired menu, R. J , MacDonald drawings throughout, 
and minia tur e green Gem covers of favourite Talbot stories gracing 
the cover, A most enjoyable Olde English meal of Roast Beef and 
Yorkshire was enjoyed by all and then we moved t o the adjoining 
TV ro om for co ffee and speeches. Our Chairman outlined the after­
noon program for us, greet ed wives, sweethearts, relative s and 
frien ds of members present and then ask ed us to toast our special 
guest , Miss Edit h Hood. Our President was then called upon and 
told us of new additions to the Charles Hamilton Museum kindly 
presented by Mr. C.H. Chapman co nsisting of original illustrations 
both by himself and by Leonard Shields, a nd letters from Frank 
Richards to Mr. Chapman. The Hamilton Library Cata l ogu e will be 
the Chri stmas publication of t he Charles Hamilton Museum this year. 
It will be illustrated and shou ld be another collector's piece for 
us. Don Webster then gave a toast to the Old Boys I Rook Clubs, 
and thanked the President for the program and for the delightful 
menu . At 2 p.m. some of us again boarded the "Happy Wanderer 11 and 
!n 15 minutes, afte r some l ovely hill and valley scener y, and a 
c lim b through narrow, winding country lanes, found ourse l ves at 
the ga te of "Apple Trees, 11 near Hawkinge, Mr. Ha.mi lt on I s weekend 
cottage. There we were welcomed by the pre se nt oc cupan ts, Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith and Mr. Smith I s siste r, Miss Smith, not forgetting Candy, 
the Golden Labra dor who greeted us all ind ividually. The ~iths 
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kindly allowed u s to view th e interior of the addition Mr. Hamilton 
caused to be built where he did his weekend writing stints. Photo­
graphs and cine films were taken in glorious sunshine, then it was 
back to the Clifton via the village of llavkinge. There was an 
hour to spare before tea and so we wer e able to partake of the 
sea breezes a lon g The leas and to liste n to the music a nd singing 
of old music-hall songs from the bands t an d . After a buffet tea at 
4 o'clock served in the TV room, we made our farewells and the 
coach left at ten past flve. A change of route took us through 
Canterbury and Maidstone, and in ad diti on, we wer e able to have 
the pleasure of our President's canpany on the way back. There 
were no traffic hold-ups and we had pleasant rec o llecti ons of yet 
another enjoyable annua l outing to the coast as we returned to the 
big city. 

~ 
Meetin g held Saturday 1 14 September 1968 

The meeting was opened by Vice Chairman Elsie Taylor in the 
absence of the Chairman Geoffrey Wilde , · (Geoffrey, who came along 
later, was having a busy evening with appoi ntment s before and after 
the OBBC meeting.) Elsie COllll!ented on the smaller a tt endance, 
eleven in all, holiday still being enjoyed by some lucky ones. 

ni.e minutes and f inancial report were read, and Gerry Allison 
gave news from posta 1 members which inc luded J ohn McMahon, Derek 
Vaughn, David Lord and Fred Cockroft. '11lis is a lways a favourite 
item and the meetings a r e enlive ned by these anecdotes and comments 
from absent friends. Regarding the Sexton Blake hard back books, 
Geoffrey had discovered a selection in a Mail Order Cat alogue and, 
so if the M,O. finis are selling them a wider publi c may be reached 
than we thought . 

Harry Bar low was the opener of the 'pro granme I and arranging 
a large table from card tables, he introduced us to a new card 
game - a "Beg 'o my Neighbour" cum "Run:my11 sort of game. Trumps 
were decided and each player had three ca rds, which were exchanged, 
borrowed, discarded in turn, until one pl ayer drew the 'Joker . 1 

(This inatead of cap and bells, showed the familiar fat face of 
Bunter !) The player with the l east trump s then fell out, and so 
with a change of trumps anot her round continued. At l ast Ron 
Hodgson and Gerry Allison waged a duel for out right winner. This 
was Gerry with one point more than Ron, and Harry pr esente d him 
with a ''Tom Mcxrv' 1 Annua 1 " 
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We then had r efreshments whilst sitting round the tabl e . Ther e 

was quite a party atmosphe re afte r the game, and then we separated 

into two teams (led by Ron and Geoffrey) to complete a Quizzle 

sent by our London friends. Ron I s team were the first to complete 

the questions which gave the key to the sen te nce to be filled at 

t he foot of the form. And the verdict of all was "So say all of 

UI • II 
Time had flown, and we look forward to the next meeting on 

Sat urday, 12th October, 1968. 
M. L. Allison 

Hon. Sec. 

COMI C COINCIDENCE by O. W. Wadham 

The GOLDEN comic was a productio n of the last of the go lde n 

yea rs of the old time comics. The front page characters of the 

sho rt lived GOLDEN had lived before in a more co lour ful setting. 

In 1936 the 12 page SPARKIER was fe a turing, on the front page, 

Lieutenant Daring and Joll y Roger, the Bold Sea Rover s , i n a set 

of nine pictures per issue. In 1939 t he GOLDEN, in its secon d 
year, waa reprinting the SPARKLER efforts. '111e drawings were 

exac tly the same, but the letter-p ress was different, And the 

GOLDEN told the story in eight sections. But Daring and his Joll y 

Roger l ooked far more attractive in the nicely - coloure d SPARKLER. 

It was rather a pity to bring them back to life simply in gold, 

black and white . I am wondering, too: Were they that popula r, 
first time round, to warrant seco nd birth in a sombre setting? 

FOR-SAU:: .. ~veiy ;ol~e - of-Th; B~ysi f'rie~d ~onta1~1n8 o~e ; hoi e 

yea r s (minu s one copy) fran mi d- 1919 t o mid - 1920, an d including 

supe rb Rookwood stories and Cedar Creek . El5. Postag e extra . 

ERIC FAYNE EXCELSIOR HOUSE GROVE RD , SURBITON, 

"Will someone take pity and s ell or charge for l oan of Collec~o r s 

Digest Annuals 1947-48 & 49. 
W TITTENSOR. 18 PARl<IIAY. DAIRYFIELDS. TRENTHAM, STOKE ON TRENT, 

STAFFS. 

DON'T FORGET TO ORDER YOUR ANNUAL 
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Thirty or thirt y so years ago one of t he focal poin ts of a 
smal l boy's life was the local newsagents shop . To such a boy it 
must have presented an enthralling sight with its cop ies of boy1 
weekl:fe's such as the Magnet, Gem, Nelson Lee and a boat of others 
on dfs .play . In da ys bef ore televi s ion an d the widespread tvail­
ability of radio much of his amusement was derived from this 
source, As he grew up an d his inter est s changed to other things 
the newsage nts attractions lessened , He was unaware of t he many 
cha nge s in the item s offered fo r sa le. Probably not until he be­
came tJu, father of a small boy himself did he see t he shop again 
i n tfi ~·' oame way as he did i n his childhood. Then he might be in 
to,: soaie t hi ng of a shock. 

- ~e al l else, boys pa.pers are mortal an d i t was inevi-t .able 
tl:l.3.t ~~y pre -war publications would fall by the w&yside . Anyone 
tOday sear ching for papers for a boy t o read, however, would find 
that t he mortality rate amongst t he ol d papers is well-nigh 1001. 
Their replacements, unfortunately, are in the lazy, modern 
t r a dition o f presenting entertainment in the foI'lll of pictur es. 
With th e gro wth of television this may be inevitable but to me it 
seems regrett abl e all the same. 

So ca n t he father of today find anything which will etrike a 
chord in his memory? Yes he can, There is just one paper - or to 
be more pre c iee two halves - which he would recognise, the 'Rover 
and Wizard.' This paper, formed by the amalgamati on of the 3 old 
Thomson papers Rover, Wizard a nd Adventure appears to be the aole 
survivor of the dozens of boys papers where the storiea are 
written - not drawn . It might be called the last of the many. 

The occasion for t hie article is the fact that I have been 
t r ying to find something suitable for my small son to read . Com­
pared with the riches I waa offered at hia age I feel tha t his 
opportunitie1 are poor indeed . However having settled on the 
Rover and Wizard aa something he might read, naturally I had a 
look to o. 

The paper sports 6 s torie s per week - at le1a than ld . per 



Page 30 

5 t ory - good value by today's standards, In genera 1 there are 5 
serials and 1 comple te story in each issue. The subject matter 
of the stories doe s not appear t o have changed much - war and 
spo rt (particularly football) fo rm the main diet leavened by the 
occasional schoo l or crime story. Even the titles are familiar, 
at least from the irrmediate post war perlod. 11 It'a Goa.la that 
Count 1

' and "Braddock" go rolling on. Tales of boys with weird 
machines th a t were a fea ture of the Rover in days gone by have 
apparently lost popu larity as have wes terns, space and detective 
stor i es at lea st jud ging by the moat recent series. One must 
respect it as the sol e survivor but someho w it seems a pale shadow 
of the Thanso n papers I knew as a boy. 

Perhaps it is out of date anyway, in which ca se it will not 
be long before it finally ceases publication . If and whe n it 
does we shall have cause to mour n. Whateve r their quality, the 
boys magazines of the past encouraged youth to read. In a world 
whic h at ti.mes seems increasingly illiterate this en co uragement 
seems more needed than ever. However this ev en t has yet to come 
to pass, and un til it does I at least will be able to keep an eye 
on my eon's latest rea di ng matter. Well it's quieter than playing 
with hi s train set. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF C I H I CHAPMAN by C. H 1 Kelly 

I sta r ted reading the 'Magnet' as a ve r y small boy in deed, 
fo!lo"Wing the gift of the l92l Holiday Annual for lbas . After that, 
I was always inclined to believe that the Holiday Annual, and the 
'Magnet I which never came qu ickly enou gh thereafter t coul d not poss ­
ibly mean as much to anyone else as they did to me. 

You see, I was a rather solitary boy, very advanced in reading 
and writing, and so hi.ghly strung that the doctor told my mot her she ' 
would be lucky if I did not develop St. Vitus dance. 

He advised electrical treatment , which she sensibly re fused to 
co nsider. But at last a complete cure was effected by means of a 
s plendid unc l e, who took me cyling at weekends , and regul a r doses of 
the extrovert Grey friar s characters and their adventures. 

But I have long realised, of course , that there were , in fact, 
many other youngsters to whom the Greyfriar s boy s were more real t han 
the l a ds in their own classroom. I now know, too, that these leg endary 
figures were of C, H, Olapman ' s creation. 

His status as an artie t does not come into the matte r at all. 
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The figure• we knew eo well and aml.ired so much, were created for 
ua by O\apman. True, Frank Richards put words into their m,outha, 
and told us what they were up to .very week, but it was C .H .G. who 
showed them doing it. 

Now it is a fact vouched for by the one person who should know 
more about f'llarlea Hamilton than anyone else, that he was not terr­
ibly interested in his illustrations . lie believed his stories 
could quite well have stood by themselves without illustration at 
all, and that if he had any preference it was for Arthur Clarke, 
the first artist to work on Grey friars materia 1. 

Which just goes to show that a man can make a good living writ· 
ing for boys, and be genuinely fond of boys, without fully under­
standing them. 

For illustrations to a children's tale are absolutely vital. 
Macmillan's knew this when they engaged Tennie 1 to do 'Alice;" 
Methuen knew it when they asked Ernest Shepard to do A .A. Milnes' s 
little books . These two artists fixed their characters for ever. 

It would appear that Hamilton I s editor knew even lea a about 
youngsters, for he blithely changed artists as though it didn't 
matter in the least. Without warning, and apparently without rhyme 
or reason, he suddenly switch ed to Leonsrd Shields in the mid-l920 s , 
and illlllediately many boys, including myself, missed some of F .R'• 
beat yarn s because we stopped buying the paper . 

It would be int eresting to know just how many ill switch from 
the 'Magnet I for that reason . I remember clearly what a terrible 
shock it was to me to find that my dearly-loved friends at Grey· 
friars had 1uddenly disappeared, and that a bun ch of ordinary boys 
were trying to take their place . 

Becauae Shield' s boys wer e much more ordinary than Chapnan 
I
s, 

I have a terr lb le suspicion that the edltor was such a numbskull 
that he preferred them for that reason. No doubt he was keenly 
aware that the Thomson papers were in full spate, with their delib­
erate attempt to cater for a diff e rent type of lad, and their 
deliberate drawing of a much less cultured, more coamon or garden 
type of character, (This process has surely reached its nadir now.) 

I have today s een what purports to be a Greyfriara story in 
paperback form .. ''The Remove .Rebellion ." The cover shows what 
appears to be a mob of young thugs on their way to cause a riot at 
a football match. Ugh'. 

The editor may have thought , the ass, that the way to fight the 
Thcaeon competition was to 'Come dOWll to earth' alongside. What an 
error! All stories take place in fairyland if thev are anv sood at 
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itl'7' whefn f'r it De tht> Wor Id of' Wooster o r the Never Never Land of 
Grev fr la rs ', 

· Wl• k nm .. • Wf'l 1 envu~h th ;ft t ht' Famous Fiv e an d thrir fr iend• 
liv~d in a nother wo rld, .. 1 bt•ltcr one. and th a t was how we wanted it , 
To try and make t ht111 mor e· 1 Lrut · to li f t' (£ can " lmoat hear the 
<·di tor sayin~ th.:tt ) was (•quiv ide nt Lo dressin!l, Ar thur ' s knights in 
m"dern dres s and Ki vi n g them umUtt:llas. 

E;ven as i i Sllld ll boy 1 knew t'l1at ('. H. C' s cha racters were too 
mu"h a l ikt: . Rut t hough li kt- c,ach othe r, they wer e unlike a nybody 
e 1st:. We wcr t:> use d lo r heni. We expected them to wear Et ons and 
~tand rat lu~r sti ffly with th ei r hands i n th e i r trouser-pockets. 
Chapnan 1 s Quekh ~ Que lch - his Bunter fil Bunter. How <.'Ould 
there be an y other Bun te r ? · 

Shields wa s pr obably a p etter artist and I am inc lined to th ink 
he was . But he cou ld not be e xpected t o ac hieve t he Lmpossible .. 
t o ki.11 people o f f and theQ replace l hem. I don ' t think he was as 
interested in Creyfriars a s Chapman was, though Sh i E>lds was a skilled 
and very rapid worke r who could, and di.d, draw anything th 'e A. P . 
ask ed him for at a moment's notic e . 

But t r y this for experimen t, if you ca n - take a v~r y early Gre y­
friars story with Clarke's i llustrati ons, another with Warwick Rey­
nolds ' t an othe r wit h Chapman I s and another wi t h Shields'. And a.ak 
you r self t hi s quest ip n • which of the se .!!. Grey friars? I feel 1ure 
the answer will be 11Chapman 1 s." 

The sad thing i s th a t when C .H .C . ret urned at last to the Grey· 
friar s scene, h is cha racters had lo st something o f t heir originality, 
Perhaps he was to ld by the editor to ca rr y on where Shi elds left of f ? 

But I believe th e o rigina 1 pre-emi nence of t he 'Magnet' ove r th e 
St . Jim 1s and Roo'""oo d s tori es was primari ly due t o the i l lus trat io ns 
Macdonald 1 s charac ter s in the ' Gem1 seem ed to me to be too lifelike, 
even though they i nclud ed th e red oub table D'Arcy - with ou t whom St. 
J im's wou ld have been a bar r en p lace indeed. 

Char ac t ers nee d t o be larger than life. That is why Bunt er r a nks 
with th e (nmort~(D'Arc y h is only ri va l). Ke i s larger th an li fe, 
j us t as the characters in Dic kens wer e la r ge r t ha n life , And j ust as 
'Phiz' was th e pe rfoc t a rt i st to show us the strange worl d of Dicken s 
(..,hich was si mpl y th e world of 1830 s een thr ou gh the e yes of a child ) 
so C . H. Chapman showed us a sc hoo 1 that could never s t and on thi s 
ea rth. and schola r s of I such stuff as dreams are made on.• 

And that was whet we 


