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FOR SALE QR EXCHANGE 
Those words often head advertise-

men ts in this magazine, and I have wondered 
sometimes which is the more eucceHful of 

the alternatives, A reader told me recently 
that he would never sell his papers; he would 

only exchange . "The paper• are of ever-increasing 
value," he ass erted stoutly, "but what are a few 
pounds in the pocket? Nothing!" 

His argument was really cast-iron. On 
average, according to a current newspaper report, 
the shilling of 1910 would be the equivalent of fl 
today . And today'• fl is worth only 12/6 compared 
with 1960. Constant inflation has made us all 

cynical with regard to the value of money, and, as 
Mr. Buddle once noted , there is no end in sight. 

All the same, I have never found the "exchange'' system a very 
satisfac tory one for my own purposes . I have been collecting for so many 
year• that my back inotinctively bend. when I think of them. Nowadays 
I have oeveral volumes in my bookcases . For a long while I amassed a 
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large num ber of duplicates, with the idea that by off erin g "very liberal 
exchanges" I might tempt somebody to part wit h certain copie s I was 
seek ing . 

Rarely if ever did i t work as I hoped. Usually t he ven dor lacked 
the very copies I was seeking, or else, in spite of my mass of dupli c ate s 
I lacked th e very copies which would tempt the owner to part with som e 
thing I wanted. Fate is a fi ckle jade in suc h matters. No doubt plenty 
of collectors have had quit e th e oppo sit e experiences to mine. 

Also, it makes a difference if one is trying to aim at a respect ­
able II set 11 of some paper or o th er as opposed to someone who merely 
wants to r ea d a few s to ri es before changing them for ot her s. 

Papers which are changing hands cons tant ly te nd to dete r io r ate 
and show signs of wear , eventually becoming junk . Nowadays , before I 
pass on any i tems of quality, I have them bound, thus mak ing sure t hat 
they have a goo d chan ce of last ing for some future generati on of enthu ­
sias ts . It adds a little to th e cost, bu t it is wor t h it in the long run . 

TIME CHANGES EVERYTHING 
From tim e t o time we have all come upon those peop le - we 

have euphemistically termed them "intelle ct uals" - who are appalled 
when they think of the harm done to Brit i sh yo uth by t hose ol d papers, 
the Magnet, the Gem, and t he like . None of t he old t raditio ns is 
immune fr om the slan derous sa tire of those who aim at a cheap laugh 
or a bit of sensatio n from the deni gration of thing s once hel d dear. 
What t hey can' t denigrate they underplay - anyt hing from Religion t o 
the British Empire, fr om Pat r ioti sm to the Boat Race, from Decency 
to th e Vic t oria Cross. 

One would have thought t hat Chur chill would have been saf e fo r 
a few years longer, but a re ce nt play proved o th erwis e. It 's not t rue, 
they sa id, but it's good t heatre . 

A new British film has be en highly acclaimed by the critics, and 
I have no doubt tha t it is fir st-c lass. But two Br itish soldiers, Sir 
Douglas Haig and F ield -Marshal French, ar e guyed and den igr a ted in 
t he film. "Grossly though th e film maligns Sir Douglas Haig--" writes 
one critic. Another refers to the far c ical horror, Sir Douglas Haig, a 
steely , blu e- eyed fanatic, and adds that t he funniest of all is the "ran dy 
Field - Marshal French. 
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Fifty years ago those two men were heroes to Britain. It is a 
question whether the producers of the film really know anything more, 
truly to the discredit of those men, than people knew fifty years ago, 
but what they don't know they make up. It is possible that members of 
some other count ries may be on the receiving end of the satire, but I 
don't suppose th ey are. Britons normally only kick their own country. 

The new film is a monument to the ordinary soldier, and it is 
right that it should be so. But in war, as in civil life, there must be 
Authority, though so many seem to blind themselves to that fact now­
adays. It is wonderful that anot her great British film is going out to 
the world . But it seems a mild pity that some officers, once remembered 
as great, should have their memories smeared on the journey. 

OUR LONDON CLUB HAS THE KEY OF THE DOOR 
Our London Club has rea ched it s 21st birthday, and has suitably 

celebrated the event with a luncheon at a London hotel. Congratulatio ns 
to London, the mother of all our clubs, and t o those splendid people who 
sta r ted it all and who for so long have remained at the hub of affairs. 
Here's to the next twenty-one years. 

THE EDITOR 

****************************************************************** 
~: Magnets, Gems, Populars, Mons ters , Bullseyes, etc., 
pre-war comics, science fiction , etc. Pulp magazines . All offe rs 
welcomed, some for sale . 

WALTON. 41. WOODLAND ROAD. MANCHESTER. Ml9 2GW. 

THE CAPTAIN: Vols. 27, 31, 35, 50 requir ed. First class condition 
only. Publishers binding . Extremely generous price pa id for MINT copy 
of "SCHOOLBOY GRIT" by Gunby Hadath. 

REG GUEST, 35 THORNSETT ROAD, LONDCN, S . E.20. 

WANTED: Good loose copies or volumes containing any one or more of 
the following: GEMS: Some issu es between 801 and 832; 953, 954, 959, 
970, 974, 975, 981, 984, 985, 986, 987, 989, 970, 990, 992, 993, 995. 
POPULARS: 401, 403, 407, 409, 413, 415, 421 , 422, 441, 442, 466 , 
467, 474. 
ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE ROAD, SURBITON, SURREY. 
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DANNY1S DIARY 

when ::i..nny wia... ,oy. 50 yur ·.s ago , s t ll lS 
11t1wie stldcmi uae(I t o .dv .. r t ls e flllll. Outside IIOSt 
c ine.a, ..er e boards on ..tl tch were pa.sted post er s, 
all executed In glo lirlng colour s . The most popular 
si ze wu a 6-Wet , 'ltl lch "8.S or a.bout th e propor­
tions or an averaa:e • rront door- to a hou,e , This 
month 1ite brine you the re production or one such 
poattr . D&M1 probably eyed lt bef ore seetrw: th e 
tl lm, watch Coll ect ors• Digest ror SOiie m re or 
thes e posters trom the old rt 111.S, 

M..il'....lill 
The Penny Popular 

has come off my lis t of 
regu lars. For several 
weeks the editor has been 
ola rin g that all new 
stori es are to appear in 
the paper, and how 
Messrs . Richards, 
Conquest, and Cliffor d 
have given up their holi­
days so that they could 
writP. these new ta les. 1 
was very nervo us about it 
when I first saw it announ­
ced, and my awfu l fears 
were realised. 

The new tales 
a r en' t by Messrs. 
Richards, Conq uest and 
Clifford at all . But even 
if they were I would rather 
have the old yarns. In 
the Greyfriars series the 
chums are going ove r 
Britain playing crick et in 
the different coW\ties, 
and it all leaves me co ld . 
No more Permy Pops for 
me . 

I am taking instead 
a new paper 11 The School 
Friend" which started in 



Page 6 

the middle of the mont h. I t contains long complete tales of Cliff House 
by Hilda Richards, about Barbara Redfern, Marjorie Hazeldene, and Bessie 
Bunter. I like the stories quite a lot . The first three tales are "The 
Girls of Cliff House," "The Rivals of the Fourth," and "Bessie BWlter' s 
Busy Day." Of course, Bessie is just an out -and-out copy of Billy, but 
she is quit e funny. 

There is a serial in th e paper called "The Girl Crusoes" by Julia 
Storm. I expect that Julia Storm is Duncan Storm who is writing in the 
Boys' Fri end. 

Doug does some snee ring about my buying a paper about girls, 
and he started calling me "Matilda." I told him very plainly that if he 
didn't stop I should go round and see his girl friend, Esmie Pon sfor d , 
and tell her a number of points from Doug's secret past. He snarled at 
me, but he hasn't called me II Matilda" since. 

Eve n though only one of the s t ories was not by the regular writer, 
the Magnet has not been all that hot this month. The two open ing stories 
formed a pair which starred Napoleon Dupont, and I am not really so keen 
on the tales which put the lesser characters in the lead. Bolsover starts 
his bullying again, and the provoked Dupont attacks Bolsover with a 
rapie r . To avoid all the trouble which came about, Dupont caused himself 
to disappear from the school. The titles were 11 Foes of the Remove" 
and II Missing From School. 11 

There are some tales which are, perhaps , not all that badly 
written, but which have ve ry silly foWldations. 11 His Majesty, the 
Major'' was one of them . A Major Thresher comes to live near Greyfriars . 
All of a sudden the Greyfria rs playing fields are put out of use to the 
school, owing to th e fact that the cr icket pitches have to be relaid . Now 
that sort of thing is awful piffle. As if any schoo l , let alone one like 
Greyfriars, would l eave the rela ying of its pitches till the middle of the 
summe r term. At any rate, the boys are obliged to use a field adjoining 
Major Thresher's house and garden, and the Major cuts up rusty. 

The next two tales made another pair in which Bunter found a 
hidden hoard of silver . Fishy arranged an auction to se ll off the silver, 
but it turned out tha t it was the loot from a robbery at Sir Hilton 
Popper's home. Not so bad, this couple. The titles were " Treasure 
Trove" and "BW'lter ' s Auction," 
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We have had some pretty good times at the pictures this 

month, and blood oranges are in the shops again. They are three a 

penny, and not very large, but very sweet and jui cy. 
There is a new Pa the seria l at the Empire. It is "The Mystery 

of the Double Cross" and stars Mollie King. 
Marion Davies was good in 11Runaway Romany .'' We saw a lovely 

Hepworth picture called "Coming Through the Rye," starring Alma 

Taylor, Stewart Rome, Chrissie White, and Violet Hopson. George 

Walsh was very good indeed in "The Kid is Clever." At t he Cin ema 

there was a Selig film entitled "The Crisis." I t was from a book by 

Mr. Winston Churchill, who is quite well-known in parliament. My 

mum's favourite star, William S. Hart was excellent in "Self is h Yates. 

My pocket money has gone up to tu ppence a week. This is not 

really too bad, as Mum pays for all my weekly papers for me - when I 

buy one the newsagent puts it down on her bill - and I always get 

treated to the pictures. 
The Gem has been good this month, with a four-story seri es 

which I enjoyed . Mr. Ratclifr s nephew, Bartholomew, came to St. 

Jim's, and he turned out to be a horror. There was plenty of fun and 

excitement before the finish, when Bartholomew got th e order of the 

boot. The titles were 0 Ratty Junior," 11The Sneak of St. Jim's, " "By 

Ratty's Command," and "The Order of the Boot ." 
Final tale of the month was "Riding to Win" which was rather 

rough in the saddle. Lumley-Lumley rode in a horse-race in place of ar 

old friend of his - Steve, a jockey. 
There is not quite so much austerity about the papers as there 

was. They still only have the war-time number of pages, but the 

illustrations are larger and the paper seems a bit better quality. 

The first Rookwood tal e in the Boys' Friend this month was 

"Lovell's Great-Aunt'' which was too far-fetched. Then came a tip­

top new serie s about a strike of the prefects. Opening tale of the 

series was "The Fall of Bulkeley'' in which Putty Grace and Raby 

arranged a booby trap for Carthew - and Bulkeley walked into it. He 

los t his temper with Raby, just as the Head walked in. So Bulkeley 

is no longer a prefect or captain of the sc hool. Th en came " The Strike 

of the Prefects" in which all the other prefects resigne d in support 
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of Bulkel ey , 
In "The Blackleg of Rookwood" Carthe w br oke the strike and 

decided to put up for elec tion as Capt ain . To show their disap prov al, 

the juni ors put forward Tubby Muffin as a Captain, and he was e lected. 

Final of th e month was "Captain Tubby Muffin" which was great fun. In 

the end , th e Head t ook a hand and swept Muffin aside and appointed 

Carthew captain without an election. A grand series, wit h more to 

come. 
Ther e is a new ser ia l in the Boys' Friend. It is called "Skull 

Island" by Duncan Storm. There is also a fine seri es of crick et artic les 

by Wilfred Rhodes of Yorkshire, George Gwu, of Notts. , H. Strudwick 

of Surrey and others . 
Cedar Cr eek has been very good all the month. Firs t two s tories 

were a pair in which Frank Richards was in a feud with a Mexican boy 

named Ricard o Diaz . The se were "The New Boy at Cedar Cre ek" and 

"The Outcast." Then another tip-top pair · "The Heathen of Cedar 

Creek" and "Yen Chin's Last Chance" in which Frank Ric har ds & Co . 

try to guide Yen Chin the way he should go, Yen Chin is al ways good 

fun. The final tale of the month "Condemne d by the School" was excel­

lent. Fr ank Richa r ds is accu sed of sending an ill - mannered le t ter to 

Molly Lawr ence. Good serious drama, this one . 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT: seen In retro spect , t he dech ton to repl ace the old 
atorlts t n th e Penny Popular with new c.alu of the three school& by s..ibsttwte wrlt.ers 

ts one or the a,st rece.rkabh In the hi s tory or t ht A. P. The Penny Popular, 'lllhlch had 

alwa,vs been a reprint paper , had been about the last or the ol d papers t o b t auspe nded 

cturln& the wat , and 1t was the fir st to make 1ts return , vel")' soon afte r tht " ar ended. 

surely that was evidence or the success or I t.s poli cy. 
The chan&e was all tbe cicre astouncUn, because , by t he end of Hay, t he edit or 

wu already btc lmln& to ble.t atiout the: rallln& ctrculatton or th e Cie:i. sur ely he mus t 

han been tnttlllg tn t enouah to link that Call tn clrc:ul atton wt th the lar&t fO)t.mt or 
a.1bstltu t e tales publtShed In the Ciem. Jet , wl th t11sses or old Hacllton tales available , 

ht Int roduced new substlL ut e t ales 111!\olual e to th e Penny Popular , with heavily Incre ased 

producti on coats Involved . 
Hid the edltcr , 1illhtn the declllon to present new .sub·ato rles was taken, been 

th e C1Jch-mall&nfd PenttlOlf , there Is littl e dOubt that late r Hulltonlans would han 

condt rn td It u an antHlamllton ac t. But the editor "as , In tact , Hinton , 1'ho has always 

bten regarded u a Ha::illton bloke . 
F'or 110nths H lnton played up th e •"oooerru l ne" stori es- arid concocted all sort 

or reports and l ett er s to prove how t1tun . Richards , curroro , and Conquest were cop ing 

with the e1.tra work. Conctml n& soae or th e St. Jt111 s ta l es , newl.y writ t en t or the Pop, 

Hinton lil3de the absurd atatement that th ey were th e but to cooe CrOG Ha.M.ln c11rrord 11 

pen since the ear ly Talbot tales In the blue Gem. 
'ni t ~ol e thing r emains a ~st ery even today , and one r eels that th e Pop 9.!St 
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soon have relt the draught . A Hampshi re reader - letters were alwa¥s susp ect in 
Hint on' s chats though this one sounded genuine - conaemed the new plan and asked ror 
a ret urn to the old policy. Hi nton remarked that under no circumstances could he 
coq:,ly wt th this reader's request. 

All the saoe, th e new Rockwood tales did not last Iona. Very soon the early 
Rookwood yams were back. A l i tt le l ater the ne,, St . Jim 's stories were replaced by 
two se r ials , Onl.y Greyrrlar s ald e a good showing and the new ta l es CaITled on t or 
nearly two years . 

•Lovell' s Great-Aunt ,• mentioned by Danny this month, "as only the e ighth 
Rookwood substltu.te story since Rookwood began over tour years earlier.) 

********************************************** ******************* 
SALE /E XCHANGE for Hamiltonia. Dreadnoughts 1912/ 13:- 29 goo d, 
3/ - eac h; 5 roughish, 2/6 each; 9 cut, 6d . eac h . OR 95/ - lot. Chums 
annual 1936/7, 8/ - ; Chums volume 14, B .0 . P. volume 35 (roug h 
bindings ), 7/6 each. " Pip and Squeak" annuals 1924/6, 6/- each; "Radi, 
Fu n" annuals 1953/4 , 2/6 each; 7 B.0 .P ' s 1934/5, 7/6. Postage 
ext r a. S.A. E . 

NORMAN WRIGHT 1 9 MILL FARM CLOSE, PINNE R, MIDDLESEX. 

FOR SALE . BOUND VOLUMES: Boys vol s. 1 + 2, 1893/4. Fine 
leather bindings. Boys of the Empire, fine leather, 1902. Comrades, 
vol. 3, 1890's; Union Jack (Henty) 1883; Champions, various; Boys 
Monster Weekly, 1890, vol s. 1 + 2; Brit i sh Boys 1898; Captains vol. 
1 to 48; Scout , 1920, 37, 43 , 51; Chums 1917 to 1941; B.0.As., 1879 
to 1940 and many others. ALSO WANTED all Harniltonia, U .rs, Lee's 
Bullseyes and most pre-wa r magazines and ann uals. Some available for 
sale. 

NORMAN SHAW, 84 BELVEDERE RD . • LONDON, S.E. 19 . 

ANNUALS FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE: Oojah, 1937; Felix; Tin y Tots; 
Bobby Bears, 1933; Teddy Tail, 1934 to 1939; Nisters Holiday Annual, 
1892, 1907; Playbox, 1915, 1923, 1922, 1921; Playtime, 1927; Brit i st 
Legion, 1933; Tiger Tim, 1933, 1934, 1937, 1939; Rainbow, 1936 , 193! 
Schoolboys Annual; Modem Boys Book of True Adventure; Daily Mail 
Annual; Pip & Squeak, 1923, 1935, 1937, 1938; Golden Annual, 19 32; 
Schoolgirls Own, 1926; School Fri end, 1929. 
VERNON LAY , 52 1 OAKLE IGH GARDENS, WHET STONE , LONDON, N.2 

HILLSIDE 6490. 
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B L AK I ANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN 

27 Archdale Road. East Dulwich. London. S.E.22 

I am happy to say that several good friends have respcnded to 
the S.0.S. se nt out for material on Sexton Blake. This means that 
Blakiana (so far as I am concerned) will be able to carry on for the next 
couple of months. The general situation, however, is still far from good . 
For some time this section of the magazine has only been filling about 
half of its allocated number of pages, and at the present time it is 
difficult t o do even that? 

By next month Qune) I shall have been conducting Blakiana for 
sixteen years. Would some of you like to ce lebrate that little 'birthday' 
by sending me a contriliution , thereby bringing about a more wholesome 
situation where our beloved detective is ' concerned? 

* * * * * 
BLAKE DISGUISED? 

by Cyril Rowe 

JOSIE PACKMAN 

The times our favourite sleuth has obtained his evidence and 
trapped his man by the use of disguise since his birth in 1893 are probably 
uncountabl e . 

One hesitates to say that he was Leon Kestrel - the Master 
Mummer - after all, but he certainly had as great a protean ability. 

This note however relat es t o authors disguising him for their 
own ends, and ends with a query as to why he was disguised on certain 
ot her occasions. 

Over the years our great man has appeared in hardback completely 
disguised t o the uninitiated . 

I refer to the times when the U .J. and S. B. L. tales have re­
appeared in hard covers with another name substituted for Blake. 

The C. D. has repcrted in many instances these being done by 
G. H. Teed, John Hunter, John G. Brandon and Anthon y Skene . 

There may be others unknown to this writer. I have an idea 
tl,at it has worked the other way also, for I have in mind certain early 
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appearances of Jolu, Drummond in the S, B. L. which to me savoured 
very much of rewrites and adaptions of thrillers he had originally writt 
under his own name of John Newton Chance. Unfortunately long since, 
I gave away my collection of S, B. L's (before I returned to the O. B. B . C 
fold) and cannot now refer to them definitely by name. I still possess 
the J. N. Chance tales however. 

I turn now to a query, something others may have observe d, 
though I have never seen but one reference to it in the C, D, over the 
years. 

And this is how often was Blake disguised as someone else in 
A .P. papers? 

The once occasion I recall was how "The Faker's Secret ·, '' which 
ran in the Nugget Library with Blake as th e protagonist, reappeared in 
t he B .F . L, (new series) No. 511 with Nelson Lee and Nipper as t he 
detectives. 

The author was given as A. Cartwright. 
Some months ago I bough t B.F .L. (new series) No. 254, an 

anonymous tale "The Terror of Tibet." It was immediately recognis­
able as by G . H. Teed and just as immediately that Blake was investi­
gating and having the adventures. The villain was the Black Abbot of 
Cheng-tu . The famous Wu Ling appears, and Hsui Fsi has a con sid erabl 
part. 

How well Sir Gordon Saddler, in this Chinese semblance of his, 
is depicted! All these are Teed characters, and friends and oppo nent s 
of Sexton Blake. Incidentall y, the story refers ba ck t o pr evious events 
which cc curred in earlier Blake tales in the U. J , , tales which appeared 
in the I twenties.' 

All the characteristics of a Teed Blake were present, as was 
the depiction of China and Tibet. The behaviour and the dialogue was 
genuine Teed and genuine Blake. 

The detective however was Ferrers Locke, with Jack Drake 
as his assista nt . 

On page 62 however the game is given away! I quote:-
'But I need something urgently, Sir Gordon,' went on Blake 

in a low tone.' 
Do we count it in the Blake saga? Does it put Teed in possessio1 
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of one more title compar ed with the ot her chro nic lers? 
How many tim es did Blake appea r as Ferr ers Locke (or some 

other• tee?): and what was the purpose of this editorial (?) disguise? 

Can someone who posse sses the relev ant materia l have a look 

for evidence of a pseudonymous Blake. 
The first theory one assu mes is to look for a detective who is 

a typic al Blake as portra yed by th e more notabl e autho rs (more notab le 

by style char acter istics); the second would be to find known opponent s 

of Blake, ei ther by name as Blake had encowttered them, or disgui se d 

but recognisable by th eir characte r (or lack of it). 
Who can go to i t ? 

* * * * * 
I MEET SEXTON BLAKE 

by Raymond Cure 

For every individual there is the day he contacts something 

for the firs t time in his life . He becomes aware of some t hing or some­

one. Not all these occasions can be called to mind, but for myself I 

certainly r ecall my first meeting with Sexto n Blake, Tink er and Pedro. 

I was very yowtg, just progr ess ing fr om the pic tur e comic stage, 

and had r ead a few boy' s magazines of the six shor t s t ories and a serial 

type, but had never attempted a longer novel. 
Every year my father and I travelled from Blackpool t o Leed s 

at Christmas time - by rail. In those days it meant a four hour journey. 

While the outwa r d journey was eagerly looked forward to (a fortnight's 

holiday with Grandma) the return journey was not so eagerly anticipated. 

One day ear ly in the 1920' s we entered the st a tion t o catch the 

homebowtd train. The r eal old stea m engine type (none of your diesel 

or electric drawn coaches the n). My fat her , always a big reader, called 

at the platform newsagents and purchased a book to wile away the time 

on the long journey. He looked at me and t hen picked up what proved t o 

be a "Sexto n Blake Library" monthl y . The coloured cover de pie ted a 

train rushing through a snowbowtd countryside and two men in fur hats 

clinging to the side - their feet on the footboard. 
I thumbe d the pages and noted only one sma ll picture on the 

titl e page. 1 groaned a little - and we boar ded the tra in. My fathe r 

commenced reading his book immediately . I think I sa t for half an hour 
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gazing through the window, till sheer boredom forced me to open the 
pages of my book . 

It was marked at 3d. or 4d . , but what a monster four-penny 
worth - it contained more reading than a present day 3/6 paperback . 

Before long I was deep in the story. The train st opped at 
various stations while an odd passenger or two entered or left our 
coach . I read on. At one station there was time to visit the railway 
refreshment room for a cup of coffee. I took my "Blake 11 with me and 
read on . 

After all, when you are young and somewhere in the Balkan 
States (I don't think I knew they existed till then), with spies being 
counter-spied by a world famous detective and his assistant, Tinker, 
this becomes your world, and the real world lies all around you -
forgotten. 

I had finished my story before the end of the journey . I thumbed 
the pages through again, and I was proud ; proud that I had read through 
a story of such length for the first time . I think my father was proud 
of me too. 

But t he great thing was I had met Sexton Blake and Tinker 
for the first time. Before that day they had never existed for me ; 
but through the passing of the years they have become part of my life. 
They have popped up again and again in the monthly library (4 copies 
a month), the weekly "Union Jack'' and "Detective Weekly, 11 and lately 
in the new book-form series. Dear old Sexton Blake and Tinker and 
Pedro, how dull that life must be that has never shar ed your 
adventures, 

A little later I was to become an ardent fan of the "St. Frank 's " 
boys in the "Nelson Lee," but it is always in my mind that I launched 
into "big-time" reading in the company of Sexton Blake, for that da) 
on a cold platform station in Leeds I had met the great detective 'for 
the first time . 

* * * * * 
MORE ON THE TN TIMES ARTICLE 

by W Q G J&fts 
I was interested in Gordon Swan• s conunentfi on that T. V. 

article (March Blakiana) . I, too, was amazed at the inaccura c ies. 
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In regard to the statement that Leslie Charteris had written Sexton 
Blake stories, I was in personal contact wit h Mr. Charteris when it 
appeared, and I suggested to him that he write to the T .V . Time s denying 
t he report. However, he was called to the U.S.A. rather suddenly, so, 
wit h his permis sion , I wrote on his behalf (al so hoping to get a I plug' 
about a book I have just written on the subject). 

Unfortunatel y the y did not print my let te r ; but I did receive a 
reply from them couched in a rather reproving style which annoyed me 
great ly, for it was worded in the rnarmer of someo ne trying to humour 
a small child. Although I wrote again , this t ime more strongly, I have 
not received any further communication from them to date. 

I' m afraid it is the same old story of a writer penning an article 
on a subject of which he knows very little, such scanty knowledge as he 
has having been gleaned from previous articles which, likewise, were 
also inaccurate. 

Quite definitely - as my book to be published in September will 
show - Leslie Charter is, Peter Cheyney, Edgar Wallace and Sax Rohmer 
never wrote any Blake stories. If these professional writers will persist 
in this sort of practi ce, I would suggest that the y first make sure they 
have valid and conclusive supporting <Nidence before putting their words 
to paper. 

I have never met Ross Richards, but I have been told that he 
was a crime reporter on the Daily Mirror and is now a free-lance . It is 
cor rect that he has penned five Blake sto ri es. Four of these were wider 
a nom-de-plume which will be re vealed at a later date . 

* * * * * 

DRIVEN TO KILL Rex Dolphin 
(Howard Baker) 16/-

They'v e made a gentleman out of Sexton Blake. In other words, 
this book is noteworthy as the first appearance, between stiff covers, of 
a new Blake novel. And with a striking and dignified dust - jacket. 

Earl y in the book, Blake sits, with Pedro by his side, in his 
favourite armchair at the Baker Stree t apartment. The detective, in 
a couple of pages which are clearly aimed at those with memories, muses 
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over all t he var ious crimina l s with whom he came to grips in days gone 

by. Beyond that, however, there i s not much link with the old days, 

and, in fact , Tinker does not feature in the story at all. 

Publishers have an uncanny knack of knowing what their public 

wants, and they have to try to please the majority. It is likely that 

some readers with longer memories may find th is novel too tou gh in 

language and, in places, too ugly in incident . Which is a pity, for it 

has a first-class, original plot, and the mystery is well hidden until 

nearly the end. The basic them e is carnage on t he roads, which a 

strange organisation named Samba is dedicated to check , introducing 

its own macabre method of punishing the guilty. Sexton Blake has the 

task of discovering who is the sinister individual behind Samba. 

The novel will please all who enjoy toug h thrillers. 

**********•******** ********************************* ************* 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY from stoc k Magnet facsimile Egyptian Series; 

send cash with order to Vernon Lay, 52, Oakleigh Gardens, Whetstone, 

London, N.20. Price retail 42/-; 32/6 plus 3/- packing and postage 

to bona-fide club members. 

~: Greyfriars Holiday Annuals, 1920, 1921, 1922, 1940, 1941. 

Magnets, any, but parti cularly Nos. 1187 to 1220 . 

~: Greyfriars Holiday Annuals. Most yea rs. Billy Bunter ti tles. 

Nelson Lee's. Greyfriars Pr ospec tu s. 

JAMES GALL, 1, CHAPEL COURT , JUSTICE STREET, ABERDEEN, 

SCOTLAND, AB2 lHW . 

BEST OFFER, full serie s 1936 Magnets (less five), 47 in all . 

HAIGH, 6 , ROWAN DRIVE, KEYWORTH, NOTTS. 

FOR SALE: Magnets Nos. 713, 716, 719, 720, 721, 727, 728 , 731, 732 

733, 734 at 7/6 each. Nos. 903, 905, 918 and 788 at 8/6 each. Postag 

extra . Also B.F .L's Nos. 104 and 205 "The Sport-Shy School" by 

Gordon Maxwell and "The Rolli cking Adventures of Jac k , Sam & Pete. " 

Excellen t copies but no cover s. 2/6 each plus postage. Write first . 

ERIC FAYNE , EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE ROAD, SURBITON 
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NELSON 
EARLY STRUGGLES 

THE "BOY'S FRIENIY' 

Dear Mr. Hinton, 

LEE COLUMN 
By Bob Blythe (continued) 

March 17th, 1912 . 

I enclose a Frank Kingston yarn and illustration as promised. 
In answer to your queries I estimate, roughly, the length of the 

"Iron Island" was 235,000 words, and the "Brotherhood of Ir on" (The 
sequel. R.B.) 175,000 words. , 

With kind regards, etc. 
When I think of how this article is being written, it mak es me 

break into a sweat contemplating such figures! 
However, back to 1910 and the "Boys' Friend." Mr. Marshall replied on 
the same day. 

Fleet St., 27th Sept., 1910. 
Dear Mr. Brooks , 

The enclosed synopsis gives promis e of an acceptab le yarn and I 
would be pleased t o give my best consideration to a story on the lines 
suggested. As I am very full up just now, howeve r, I must ask you not 
to submit the tale until after October. 

Yours faithfull y, etc. 
This of course refers to the stage story. 
Eventuall y November arrived, and what must have been the most 
exciting week for your young author. 

Brockley Rd., Nov. 9th, 1910. •1, 

Dear Mr. Marshall, 
Thank you for the copy of the "Boys• Friend " rec eived this 

morning; I was pleased to see my story "Hurled through Space" included 
in its cont ents. As i t happens the first instalment of the very long 
serial (about 15, 000 words) I am writing for Mr . Griffith also appears 
this week in the "Gem ." It is called the "Iron Island" and is occupying 
the bulk of my time. Nevertheless, I will let you have the MS of "Stage 
by Stage" within the next few days. I would have sent it before only you 
to ld me you did not require it befor e November. It is also my intention 
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to submit furth er synopses from time to time, as ideas, which are 

likely to be suitable for the "Boys' Friend, " occu r to me; retaining, 

as I do, a ke en ambition to becom e a fairl y r egular contribu t or to the 

pages of your special journal. 
Trusting to have the pleasure of meeting you again soon and 

with kind regards. 
Faithfully your s, etc. 

The MS,for "Stage by Stage" was duly sent but in spi te of this promisin1 

star t , it was four months before Mars hall decide d to do anything about 

it. 
F leet St., Feb. 14th, 1911. 

Dear Mr. Brook s, 
At last I have been able to read your sto ry " Stage by Stage." 

I mus t apologis e for th e delay in dealing with the ma tter, but the 

re aso ns I explained to you the other day. 

Gene rall y speaking the story is qui te good , but it is weak in 

grip. The inci dents nee d to be written up in a more exciting way and 

there ar e one or two places where the yarn dra gs . What I would suggee 

is that you cut the story to 9,000 words , which will have the effect of 

bri sking it up con side rab ly; at the sam e time you could warm up the 

inc ident s. 
I should be glad if you would do this and if t he tale is t hen 

satisfactory i t shall be hurried through. 
Yours very sincerely, etc. 

As usual Edwy was amenable t o suggestions, 
Brockley Rd., Feb. 21st, 1911. 

Dear Mr. Marshall, 
Thank you for your letter received a day or two ago, with 

which you enclo sed the MS of " Stag e by Stag e." I ha ve noted your 

r emarks, and am glad that you think the story is , generally speakin g, 

likely to be of use to you . I will make the alte rations you mention , 

and let you have the MS back as soon as possible - which will be within 

the next few days. 
Kind regards, etc . 

However a month went by befo re he actually returned the MS, but wher 

one realises that, at this period, he was writing 10, 000 to 15, 000 wor, 
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every week to keep his serial "11,.e Iron Island'' in the 11 Gem" on the go, 

it i s not surprising. 
Brockley Rd ., Mar. 23rd, 1911. 

Dear Mr. Marshall, 
I really mu st apologise for having kept the enclosed MS so long. 

My only exc use that I have been so busy with other matters. Mr. Griffith 

has kept me full up lately and all my time was fully occu pied . Please do 

not think that I am grumbling - on the contrary, I am highly gratified -

but I am annoyed with myself for having kept you waiting so long. 

I have cut the story down considerably - ha ve taken out every 

word I thoug ht unnecessary , in fact - and trus t the result will be to your 

liking . As th ere was some thin g crossed out or al t ered on near ly every 

page of the original MS. I have r etyped it. 
Since rely you.rs, etc. 

You will notice that last senten ce. It'• worth refle cting upon! 

They must have had plenty of ma t er ial on hand, for i t was not until July 

that Edwy had any mor e news of hi s story. 
Fl eet St., July 4th, 1911. 

Dear Mr. Brooks , 
Just a few lin es to let you know that I have been ab le to accept 

your theatri ca l sto ry and that it is now be ing illustrated in readin ess 

for ear ly use. 
I regr et to say I caMot ask you to do anything else for me at the 

moment, as I am greatly overstocked; a little later on, however, I shall 

be pleased to hear from you again . 
Yours sinc ere ly, e tc. 

Ther e was at this time an enforced lull in E.S.B' s. outpu t . The " Iron 

Islan<f' and the "Brother hood of Iron " had come to an end in the "Gem" 

and a serial he was writing in the 11Boys1 Heralir' was finishing, so 
Marshall's lett er could not have been chee ring news. This lull las ted 

only a short time but it laste d long enough for Edwy to try new papers 

for his stories. However, I shall be writing about these in due course . 

Ariyway, Br ooks tries not to be too desponden t. 
Stoneham Parva, July 8th, 1911. 

Dear Mr. Marshall, 
Thank you very much for your lette r of re cent date, and for 
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accepting the story of stage life . I am sorry you are too full up at 
present to give me more work to do, as Mr . Hint on, now that the 
''Brotherhood of Iron" has ended, canno t give me anything el se at 
present; and I am nearing the end of a serial I am writing for the II Boy! 
Herald." 

However , I must thank you again for your intimation that I may 
do something for you later on, which I hope to have the pleasure of 
talking over with you before many weeks have pas t . 

I am, Dear Mr. Marshall, etc. 
And with that, rather abruptly, the correspondence between E. S. B. 
and Marshall ends . 
"Stage by Stage " was eventually published in No. 534, dated 2/9/1911 
under the title "From Call Boy to Junior Lead." 
I have dis covered two other short stories by E. S. B. in the "Boys ' 
Friend'' for which there is no corr es pondence . These were II Tr espasseJ 
will be Prosecuted" in No. 613 , dated 8/3/1913 and "At Four Minutes 
to Three" in No. 633, dated 26/7/13. I t is be cause the letters r e fer­
ring t o these two stories are not amongst Edwy' s papers that makes 
us reali se how luck y we ar e that so much is still available to us. 
As you have seen, there was quite a bit of corr esponde nce between 
E .S. B. and Marshall, but it didn't exactly make him rich. After all 
it only added up to four stories accept ed! 

***************************************************************** 
TEN SHILLINGS EACH OFFERED for the following Nelson Lees (Old 
Series), Nos. 114, 144, 146. 

JOHN GUNN, M .H .C.I., MEADOW INN , 91, ARKWRIGHT STREET , 
NOTTINGHAM. NG2 2JS. 

~ to complete set Collectors ' Digests. Nos. 5, 6, 9 and 87. 

W. SETFORD, 24 , COLWYN AVENUE, DERBY. 

The Jest er Annual. Felix Annual. 30/- offered for good copy. Pleas e 
write: -

F . WESTWOOD, 9 CHEVIOT CLOSE , CHADDERTON . LANCASHIR E. 
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The St ory of ARTHUR AUGUSTUS D' ARGY - New Boy - over 62 year s 

ago. 

/ THE $WELL Of ST. JIM'5 j 

• Hallol• u cla l med f'lge lns suddenlY . 
' Who's that ragged C1erc hant?" 

A boy was st.anding In the road looking 
lntenll y a t the colwrtl or schoolbo ys. He 
was a decidedl y ragged and unkempt youth . 
Hi s clo thl n& was In tat t ers , his ha i r was 
a tanaled ciop , hls rac e was caked with dir t 
and patched with court-plaster . He stood 
wi th his hands In hlS pockets r egard ing 
th e boys a.s they passed , 

·~ e ll, he's a beaut1t • said F'att. y Wynn. 
•s ee hON he's startna at O•A.rey . Looks as 
tr he knows the swell o r the School House.• 

n: e ragged youeh sw oenl.y st.arted 
rorward . 

Berore a hand could be r alsed to stop 
hl m, he had flung h lm eH upon the horrHled. 
Arttur Augustus , and c l asped hi m round the 
neck. 

•f'tf cousin Arthur :• he sObbe<l, •Oh, 
Arty · - Arty ! •ow 

····~· 

&lad I am to aee 
yer a&aln!• 

0 1 Arey St ru&· 
gled to tree 
htcu elr. 

•How i:iare yout • 
he c ri ed Indi gnantly 
and exci t edly, ' How 
dar e you, you h°""l d 
per son! You are 
.spot U ng l!IY wal st· 
coat. I Cet 8"8.Y!' 

1 ,\r ty t• 
1 Tou are 

wumpllng rJtt tie; 
you are di rt.Yin& 
Q' coll ah!' 

•wot 1 s a ti e, 
wot's a collar, 
co~ared WIY !am"ly 
a tre ct lon?• cri ed 
the stranger. • 1 t 
can I t be , Arth w-, 
that you won 't 
r eckerntse your 
own ooualn •coa 
you' re alo~ 0 1 

these young !Jlllells. • 
1 1 nevah Hfll 

you Det or e In all 
art lite. • 

th e SLf'a1*tr 
dUg a grt-, knuckl e 

lnto,1!1,• l lf#; h'"' 
can yer~ I never 
thoucht It or yer -
I never did, r eally . 



Oh , Art y , your own cousln Bob, ..Ot played 
wt v yer ln childhood ! Oh, Art y t• 

1 Go ll'HIY!' 
•Not tlll yer tells • yer glad to 

set oe , Arty . Atn •t yer ashamed or yer 
' ard -• ea rt edness, Art y? Ain ' t 1 &OO<I. enut 
rur yer 9"'ell fr i ends? • 

•nier, ts aome ct,readt ul mistake ,• 

guped Art h.Jr Augus tu s , tn d i smay and d is · 

t ress , lfflll e the other s stared In Sheer 
u:ezezent . • 1 a sau.lll'I you , upon art' word , 
that I nevah set eyes upon you betore , 1111' 

&OOd boy.• 
The s tr anger wept copiously . 
1 11, ON'l n est\ and blood !' he 

excla i med. ' Oh, Art y t• 
tr . Lathom was hurry l na t o th e spot. 
' What does th i s oean71 he exol a U:ied, 

adjusting hts spe ci.ac l es and st.arlng at 

the rag 1,ed youth . •Who are you, bo)'?• 
1 t1e7 Jim Bob, I am - t h i s bloke •s 

cousin.• 
• HU cousin? Absurd\ ' 
'f'fan.Y's th e tlmt, • said the ""ed 

at.ranger , • tha t 'Im and me •ave pl aytd 
marbles In ow- alley , a tor e hl.S pa made 

'Is money end sent hi • t.o a cla" school.' 
1 I q:,osslb le1 1 

•t t 1s not twue , slrt • gasped D1Arcy. 
•He ts wavi ng!• 

• ),,'hat do you aean? What Is he 
waving? I cannot s ee him wavlna anyt.hlng. • 

•He t s l'lavt ng mad , I mean, str. • 
• oh! Boy . there ts some a.I stake - -• 
•fh tre at n •t no mtstake, sir, • sobbed 

the youth. • 1 knOw '1m well . Ain ' t 'ts 
name Arthur August us D1 Arey? How shou l d 
t kn°" It 1f he wuntt tftl cousin? He•s 
got a mol t on hl l left arm just above the 
el bow. • 

The r our u, F'oriners stared at one 
another . 

fblS wu proof conv inc ing t o the mst 
sceptical . Ir th e stranger was not what 
he claime d to be . how cou ld he po,sl blY 
knolJI anyt.hlng abou t th e IIOl e on Artt.lr 

AIJ&ust us• s l e rt. ana just above t~ elboW'? 
• Dear met• said ttr. Latho m. • Have 

you such a mark , 0 1 Arc.Y?• 
•He has , sir ,• s t ruck In Percy 

l1ell ls h mal1c lou1l.7. • 1 aaw lt Nlt n he 
had his j acket otr In th e b ike 3hed one 
day. • 

•He haa ,• a doze n ot hers bcre witne ss . 
• n,en thlS lad's t ale appears to be 
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t ru e . HOffever -- • 
• I t IS not t ¥1\1t l1 wa1l ed D' Arcy . • t 

haven't a cousin named Bob. I never saw 
thla beutlY boundah before In ICY' llt e . • 

•shame t• r ose rroa th e crOfWd o r 
schoo l boys , 

ArtllJr AU&Ustua &la.red round wt l d l.)'. 
• 1 tell you 1 ntYtr saw t he bean 

bet or e1• 
' Shame!' 
Some or t.he boJ I 11ere sert ous , t>ut 

most or thm tool the artatr as a hU&t jokt 

Arthur August.us had put on 1 0 au ch s id e 
sinc e comln& to St . Jt;:i 1 s tha t all enj oyed 

thla teIT l ble rall t.o his pride - especial : 

t he Me" Houae boys . 
What a come-down f<:r th t swell or the 

schoo l to be publl c ly cl a i med as a r el at 101 

bY thi s terrlbl.y ra&&ed and d i rty wast rel 

or th e slWM t 
•t r th.15 ts tru e , however,• r es umed 

Mr. Lathom, a l oost. convinced and llltloll.y 
a.s t.oun<ted, •you Cl.I.St know, If>' good baY, 
t.hat you have no elll D upon Hast.er D' Arcy. 

tr you hav e a ny Idea or extor t tna money --
•who want.s I l s ioone)"?-
• I ·- I tnag t ned tha t __ _. 
• I don ' t. want to look at. 'i s IDOOtJ. 

1 onl y want to see 'ls dear race aaatn, 
and to ' av, ht m 0¥111 up to me bef ore h l s 
t rl ends. I never •• a.shamid or 1 t GI. Wot 

does he 11ant to go ror to be ashalDl<l o r 
its own tl uh and blood t or?• 

Thls "as a clincher . 
It t hU s tran cer dtd not "ant money, 

no rur th er proot could be asked o r ht s 

genuineness. 
•This t s m::,st unfortuna te ,• said Mr. 

Lathoa . 1 1 t woul d have been c:iore to your 

cred i t , D'Arcy, tr 1ou had been more rranl 

t o Dr. Holmes wt th rtspec t to your J"ela­
t1on1 .1 

•My wel a t lons t• walled Artl'IJr Auc ustu 
1 1 t.ell you he Isn ' t a wda t ton o r mlne. 
He l a a d irt)' hofflt'ld boundaht I nevah sa 
him berore - nevah :• 

• I c*'I hardl.y bell eve Ulat. t n th e tac 

ot t.he proors he hN advanced.• 
1 You con ask 11tf papal Ask art BllOt l H 

Oh, t.hat 1 shoul d be Insulted Uk e th is !' 

1:10aned Arthur Augustus . • J t Is too , too 
dWtadt ul. I shall nevah 11, covah rwom 1 t , 

1 know 1 sha ll not ! And t he ho-nwtd boy 
ha.a quit e spoiled r:t "a t stcoa t !1 

• Ny good boy, tllhatever re l at i on you 
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are to Haster D'Arcy , you can see that he 
does not desi r e your presence -- • 

• oh, Arty , Arty , tow can you?• sobbed 
the stranger. 

• c;o awa.y, you beast t I don't know you .• 
• Yes; go away, Ill)' boy,• said Hr. 

t.athom soothingly . • co away, please, like 
a good little bey. Here t s a s hl1111'l8 ror 
you.• 

•1 don•t want your money, st r ,• s.a.ld 
Lhe outcast. •ttv e traiq,ed down rrom 
Ulndon to see CtY cousi n , "ot used to play 
marbles wl t.h me berore his pa made hls pile . 
He "°"' t own mei Wot Is the good or a 
shlllln' t o a breakln 1 1 eart7• 

•stld<.11'€ plaste r lffOUld be better,• 
said Percy Hellish, 

Hr. Lathoa fro,med at him. 
•fhat Is a heartless remark, Mellish, 

t nope you all reel for an wHortunate bof 
brought up tn sueh deplorable clrcucst.ances , 
so lllleh less fortunate t.han your OMl. Host 
or all , t should expect his cousin to reel 
ror him, D'Arcy.• 

•He Isn't rrr:, cousin, I nevah -- • 
•Tha t irtlll d:o. Unfortunately there 

appears to be no doubt or tt . I ··- • 
'Oh , Artyt• cried the stranger . In an 

uncontrollable burst or eiootton . •oh, 
Art.yl (HtiDe a kiss before I leaves yer 
for evert• 

Am he ruS'led upon Arthur Augustus 
aaaln and clasped h1m ro1.11d the neck. 
Bes ide hlm elf w1 th Indignation , D1Arcy 
gave hie a punch whl ch sent hlo tl.y t ng. 

The boys broke lnto a shout: 
•Sha:iie~· 
D'Arcy gl $J'ed rOW\d hi m. 
•1 swear he is not cy cousin,• he said 

reebl Y. •Blak e, don• t you be ll eve me?• 
Blake was sil ent, Overwhel.cilng 

evldErlce was against D1>.r,cy. Arthur 
Augustus saw the disbelie f In Blake's face , 
and he gave a groan . If Bl ake wouldn't 
believe hi m, he was sure not one or the 
others would, 

•OWn up , D'Arcyi• said Hell i sh , •Own 
up ! Jt 1 s cl ear enough. • 

• c1ear as daylight, • said F'talns. 
•rancy a chap bet ng cad enough to dlSOMJ. 
his own re l ation , You ought to be ashued 
or you:rseH, o •Arcy!' 

'T he swell or t he schoolt" jeered 
another. 11Cood old swell t We kJ>Ol'I' now 

where he cooes rrom, 800 how llllch his side 
Is worth . Cood old School Housel • 

The stranee yout h was sobbing b l tterlY, 
hts race hidd en In his hands. He was 
shaking r rom top to toe , Slake looked at 
him curiously. 

A pecul ta r thought had cme Into ht s 
mind tha t t he st r anger ' s emoti on resembled 
merriment rat her than grter, and t ha t his 
hands were put to hi s race t o conceal 
laughte r not tears . Was 1 t possible that 
It was a trick, after all? 

Blake stepped qutetl.Y toWards the 
ragged youth aoo jerked his hands suddenl.y 
away rroc his race. The ragged stranger 
sobbed violently , and hi s race was twisted 
up Into an expression of sutrerlng . 

But Bl ake dld not think It genuine , 
He \ll'as sorely puzzled. 

Ir the ragged boy' s tal e was not true, 
who and what was he? 

•Let him alone , Blaker• exclaimed 
Hellish . •Haven't you got MY hear t ? I 
sa:y. cha+is , the swell ought to give him 
sorm!thlng. D'Arcy , g1ve your cous in a 
nver at l ea s t . That's the very leas t a 
decent re llow could do .• 

• t wontt give him anything . He' s an 
!~st.ah! I never saw the ho,mld boundah 
bef ore tn 'r!tf li re.• 

•Oh, cB.lck that! Nobody beli eves you . 
What are you grl nn Ing at , Blake? Wbere are 
your giddy r eellngs for misfortune In 
distress?• 

"I llllSt say good· bye to Ar ty~• cried 
the ragged youth. • t I n go, but l DllSt 
sa, good- bye to Arty.• D' Arey trl ed to 
avoid him, but the youth seiz ed h im In an 
ecbrace , from which th i s th:ie he could not 
escape . "Oh, Arty , Art)'! How co,.na you? 
But 1 forgive s yerl " 

And t hen t he outcas t' s Up approached 
Arthu r Augustus • s ear tor a o,ment , and. he 
whispered rapldl.y and then relea sed hi m. 

Hany saw t he act io n and wondered what 
lt tir.plled. The errect or that whisper 
upon J.rttur Augustus "as astounding. He 
staggere d. back, his ja w dropping, his eyes 
wide open tn amaze::,ent, and a l ook or 
mtneled wonder and re li er on all his 
fe a t ures. 

He stared at the raged youth blanklY. 
The la tter moved away, leaped through a 
gap In t he hedge , and d i sappear ed. 



Aston I shed aa the Fourth Former s 
were I they wrul d have been stl 11 more 
a.stont shed It they could have heard ¥fla t 
the stranger Tdllspered to D1Arcy . f or 
these were the wht sper ed words: 

•Now Jim even with you , )'OU beasu • 
And Arthur August us had rec ognised the 

volc e l A voice he knew! The vo i ce or 
Kerr! And then the whole trtck had da,rned 
upon him. 

•This ls a most pa i nfu l in cident . • 
said Hr. Lathom , •we wt 11 now proceed wt th 
our walk , and I trUst, O•Arcy, tha t we 
sha ll not meet any ioore or your relations .• 

t o the surprise or the oth er s , D1 Arcy 
lauehed , The master or the F'ourth lo oked 
at him wit h extrtme severity . 

• 1 am pai ned and Shocked to s ee you 
laUgh , D'Arcy, mis Is certainly not a 
matter ror laughter.• 

" l beg your pardon, str; but he is 
not a welatlon ot mine .• 

•You need say no m::,re on that point , 
said Mr, Lathem stlrrly. •I have D\Y own 
opinion about that , Master D' Arcy.• 

•[ mean, s ir , he admlt.ted 1t j ust now. 
He gave h imself away," sa id 0 1.Ar cy 
eagerly. • tt was all a joke . It ' s a 
fellow playing a trick upon ine1• 

• Indeed ! You have acQuatnt.ances , 
then , tr not relations among th e class 
that unrortuna te youth belongs t o?W 

1 NUMo , sir. He was got up Uke that. 
It was par t or the joke.• 

• Hem? Ana the person 1 s name, 01 ArtY'?" 
DI Arey was Silent . 
'Follow me,• said Mr. Lathom , with a 

d1sdalnrul glanc e at D'Arcy, whom he 
evid ent l y suspected o r departing r rom the 
path or tru th. •ronow me, boys.• 

And he marched on. ta.ger whispers 
shower ed upon Arthur Augustus . 

1 1 say , was that tru e?• 
' Who was It, then?• 
1 1 beli eve Blake knows. What• s he 

grinning tor l Ike a Cheshire cat? • 
Blake gur gled. •Hear me smile ! or 

course , I know who It was , 1 recognised 
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him j ust bef ore th e finish . Oh, II6' ha t11 

'Look here ,• sa i d Fi ggins , • tr you 
know who It was , spout it out.• 

"Do you cean to say you don't know, 
F'lggy?' 

II f1 or course, I don't !• 
•Then he dldn' t t ell you what he was 

gotng to do?• 
• t ell me! How could he tell me?• 
• well, l thought the •co. 1 gen erall.Y' 

d idn' t Keep secrets rro1:1 F'lggy .• 
' The Co. t What Clo you mean? You 

don 't mean t o say that It was -- was -- • 
•Kerr! ' 
'lcii>oss l blet • 
•ract ! Onl.y don't le t on t o th e 

Lathom ass , or he' 11 get flay ed ror this. 
Didn't h e do It well? I was taken ln at 
tlrst.• 

•Kerr? Grea t Juge,Jns t Was it Kerr, 
D' Arey?• 

•Yes. I cUdn' t know till he whlspe rec 
i n hls na t ur a l voice at the end," said 
D' Arcy . •t shall punch hts head ror hi s 
t q>ertlnen ce when we get back to St. J1m1 ~ 

•Wil l you:, t expect Kerr wlll be 
the re when the punch!~ begins.• said 
F'tgglns disdainfully. •Cood old Kerr ! 
So that was the wheeze he wouldn't tell 
up about , Wynn? He' s a born actor. What 
a japet Blessed 1r l don' t let h1m tak e 
Hamlet ' s part Instead or me Men we bring 
orr the play.• 

The whole lin e were g lggltng , and 
Mr. Lathom ca st many severe glanc es behlnc 
him Men he heard t he - as 1 t seemed t o 
h im - untimel y merriment . 

But A.rthUr August us , rell eved as he 
was to find that the cla i mant to ki nship 
was only a joker i n dis gu ise , was extreme] 
Indignant at the liberty tha t had been 
taken 1'11 th htm. and he repeated th a t It 
was h1s Intention to visit chastisement 
upon the or render as soon as he returned 
to the colleg e. 

(DiIS tpatABL£ STORY WIU. BE 
COicwt>fl) NEXT HJITH ) 

********************* ********************** ************* ******* *** 
WANTED: Very early P enny Populars Nos. 1 - 12 t o replace i te ms 
lo s t. 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE , GROVE RD . , SURBIT ON. 
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LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No. 134. THE GOOD AND THE BAD OF THE SCHOOLBOYS' OWN 

~· 
Everybody connected with th e hobby knows that the most 

sought aft e r paper today - and, of course, th e one which will fetch the 
highest pr ices for those who have copies to se ll - is the Magnet. But 
very close to th e Magnet runs the Schoolboys ' Own Library , especia lly 
the Greyfriars sect ion ther eof. 

For many years I had every copy in my collec ti on, and every one 
of the Hamilton items I had pur cha se d myself during the years I was 
being tran sformed from a grubby small boy to a smu g young man. In 
recent year s I have let some of them go, for certain items had but 
li tt le interest for me. In ot her cases I may have been tempted by the 
high price s offe red by those anxious to sec ure cer tain i ssu es . It seemed 
a bit absurd to have so many books takin g up so much space while I still 
had the sam e story, usuall y more attractive in complete form, in the 
Gem, Magnet , and Boys• Fri end. 

In the past yea r or two , however, I have been gettin g plenty 
of th em bound, and they make lovely little books on any books helf . 

In appearance, the S.O .L. was enormous ly attractive. When in 
new conditi on, the cove rs in red, white and blue, with roya l blue pred om­
ina t ing, had an irresi stible charm. The bugbear was the pin which held 
the pages together, - a pin which would almost inevitably rust and r ot 
away t he surrounding paper. A S.O.L. wi th pristine covers and sa dly 
rusted int erior reminds me of a smar t car which, never theless, has 
all-destroying and ever- spreadin g rust a s a canker at it s heart . It is 
a question whether th e rust-prone pin is t o be pref erred to th e modern, 
pinles s paperback which disinteg rates into vari ous loose sectio ns in one' s 
hands unle ss one is very careful indeed. 

The size of the S.O.L. made it ideal for reading in bed, or on a 
journey . But probabl y the greatest delight of all was that it enabled 
one , before it became normal to read and re-rea d the originals , to meet 
with sto ri es we had never seen before or to renew acquaintanceship 
with ta les which we had read a few years earlier and then cas t as ide. 

But , for all it s obvious charm and chara c ter, the Schoolboys' 
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Own Library was an abominably edited produ ction. In the hands of 

someone who knew his job and who had imagination, it could have been 

superb. As it was, it was l eft in the hands of someone who just saw 

his work as ramming so much readin g matter into books of equal size , 

irrespective of what harm was done to any authors work in the proces s 

As we have stressed befo r e in thi s column, many of the old 

stories would not have suffered unduly from a gentle ove rall shrinkage. 

But gentle shrinkage was an unknown art to the A.P. surgeons. Possi b' 

they had not the time to spare on anything of the sort . Their operatio 

consi s ted of the removal of lumps wholesale. 

I t was quite ridiculous that every S. 0. L. ha d to comprise the 

same number of words. More often than not it mean t either tha t 

chunks of a story had to be slashed away or, in the case of a shorter 

tale, a few quite irrelevant chapters from another tale were tacked 

on. The wastage of Hamilton material was terrific. There is not 

much doubt that the Popular came to an end when it did becau s e th e 

S.0.L. was eating up so much of the old material and wasting a great 

deal more in the process. 
"Judge Jeffries" which was S.O.L. No. 13 comprised sect ions 

from no less than 5 Magnets. A series which would have eastily filled 

two S.0.L's was squeezed into one. The one issue was a shadow of 

what it might have been, and the waste was deplorabl e. 

"The Kidnapped Crickete rs " consisted of 4 Magnets cut down 

to fill one S .0. L. It would have mad e two fine S.0. L's. The story 

was spoiled, and th e waste colossa l. 
The six-Magnet caravanning ser ies occupied only one S.O.L. 

Here ther e was not so much cutting, but three tales were omitted 

completely. 
It was not only in the earlier issues that this stupid , wasteful 

mutilation of stories took place. The 5-story Mick, the Gipsy seri es 

was pulped down in to one S. 0. L. The "Ragged Dick" series, 4 Magnet 

was also compressed into one S. 0. L. The story of film stars a nd 

Wingate' s love affair filled 5 Magnets. It boiled down into one S. 0. L . 

I t was nothing to write home about in the Magnet. In the S.O.L . it 

was a poor thing. 
St. Jim's and Rookwood suffered from having chapters tacked 
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on, from som e quite different talcs. " The Myst ery of Holly Lodge" was 

of ideal len gth for a S.0.L. But because it ran a few pages short for the 

conse rvativ e S.0.L., the whole effect of the Holly Lodge tale was spoiled 

by the tacking on at the end of a short chunk from some quit e irrelevan t 

source . 
As I see it, there was no r easo n in the world why all the S.0.L's 

had to consist of about the same number of words. Publish ers all <YI/er 

the world deal with t he variations in story length by using type of varying 

sizes. In fact, this was done tim e and time aga in in the Sexton Blake 

Libr ary. "Holly Lodge," set in slightly larger type, would have filled 

a perfe ct S.O .L. And t he Maulevere r Towers S.O.L., if set in s lightly 

sma ll er type, could have avoided the s tupid cut which r emoved an essential 

item in the plot. 
Bu t, in any cas e, why wa s it necessary for ea ch S.O.L. to com­

prise th e same number of pages? If some had been a few pages shor ter, 

oth er s could have bee n a few pages longer . So what the A. P. lost on 

the swings i t would have gained on the roundabouts. And few readers 

would have noted the difference, though we should have had better 

sto ries as our reward. 
Like you, I have considerable affecti on for the Schoolboys' Own 

Libr ary. But I think its edito r was a Philistine. 

I think it likely that the Boys' Friend Library is wide open to 

similar criticism. Certainly it is ,so far as the Rio Kid stories are 

concerned. Too many s eparate Popular tales were crammed into one 

B.F .L. so that some of those tales were cut to make them weak 

shadows of the originals. 
No wonder Charles Hamilton, was never enthusiastic over the 

r eprinting of his old material, though whether he looked a t it from an 

aesthetic viewpoint is possibly doubtful . 

Unfor tunat ely , a great deal of the post-war r eprintin g has come 

from the Schoolboys ' Own Library, and already-pruned tales have been 

subjected to still further cutt ing. 
While it is admitt ed that Himil ton ' s finest work is to be found 

in the series, he wrote scores of single-story yarn s which would be amply 

long enough to make splendid Mertins or Armadas. And a good single tale 

would be infinitely preferable to mutilated chunks from a long se ries. 
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Such 1931 single tales as " Bill y Bunte r's Hat Trick" and" A Dog wi t h a 

Bad Name" would surely be ideal for the purpose. The unhappy idea that 

only Bill y Bunter co un ts has rul ed out St. Jim's, but it is clear that 

t her e we r e plenty of tales in the blue Gem - for instance , "Bought 

Honours," "The Flooded School" and heaps more - whi ch would make 

delig h tful r ep rin ts for a new generation, and no cutting or editing 

would be necess ary at a ll. 

* * * * * 
THE EGYPT SERIES LIVES AGAIN 

BILLY BUNT ER IN THE LAND 
of the PYRAMID S 

FRANK RICHARDS 

(Howa r d Baker Ltd, 42/ - ) 

Here again, as in the case of the re-print of Magnet No. 1, we 

have th e ideal representation of Charles Hamilton• s work. This volume 

is truly magnificent. It con tains the entire Egypt Series as i t app eared 

in 8 separate Magnets in th e summer of 1932. Here we have faithful 

facsimiles of t hos e much-loved papers, and you may be excu sed fo r 

think ing this even better than the originals, for it i s now prin ted on 

high-quality paper , neatly bound in stiff covers, with a heart -w arming 

du s t-jac ket. 
The volume is further enhanced by the glori ous drawings of 

Leonard Shields at his best. He illustrates every story with th e excep · 

tion of th e final one, which i s in the capable hands of Charles Chapman. 

Though the Egypt Series is not the most popular o f Cha rl es 

Hamil ton' s ho lida y stories, it comes fro m the Golden Age of the Magne 1 

when the famous author was at his brightest. This is what Roge r 

Jenkins had t o say about the ser ies, some ten yea rs ago: 

"The Egypt Series commences with a striking story which is 

full of excitement and development of plot, and then it tails off in to 

stories which tend to be somewha t repetitive versions of the original 

the me - an unscrupulous villa in in pursuit of pro per ty which does not 

belo ng to him . Konstantinos Kalizelos is pursuing Mauleve r er in order 

to obtain the golden sca rab of A-Menah which contains th e key to a 

for tun e. The Egypt Se ries is, however, distinguish ed by fine por tra its 

of t wo different kind s of Egyp tians - Hilmi Maroudi , the mill ionaire , 

and Hassan, t he dragoman. The scenes describing the power of Hilmi 
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Maroudi are ahnost suffi cie nt t o recall the best of the China series , 
though the Egypt Seri e s does not s ustain this high leve l throughout ." 

Apart fr om the main story, which is about 240, 000 words in 
length, the r e is plen ty of oth er reading matt er in addition to the superb 
illustrations alr eady mentio ned. The whole t hin g is a wonderful job, 
and Mr . Howard Baker , t he origin a tor and publish er of the enterprise , 
deserve s th e ut mo st success. 

Even if - and it seems unlikel y - you do not want a copy of t his 
fin e volume your self, we need hard ly remind you that it will make a 
magnificent and everlasting gif t to s ome young friend . 

***** **** **** ***** *** * **** ** ** **** *** **** ******* ******* ****** ** *** 

NEWS OF T~E CLUBS 
ne··t1DA held 2>;th 1'1arch, 1969 

In addi tion to the two Yery enjo yable prograr.me Item, there were several other 
tnteru t 1ng afld lc,:,ort.ant other matters to t:e consta ered . 

One or these was that. Hr. Chapcan Is 90 In April. All present. at. our iceetlng signed 
a birthday card sending our very cordi al gooa wishes on tht s happy occasion . Anot her 
t nteresttng Item or news was that the London Club , which Is thre e years ol der than ours , 
attains tts 21st awilversary In April. We send our hear ty good wltti es to th em. 

coming now to the arr alr s or our own c lub , the post or Secretary has been vacan t 
ror somt tlme , but as the wri ter now felt able t o volun teer he did so , and 'l'l'as duly elected 
by the mescoers. I am very pleased to be able to help- the Club ln tht s 'l'l'a:/, although as 
o lder members will r ecall , It U reall y on).y ge tting Ill)' old Job back aga in , having been 
Secretary rrc:111 1952 to 19.$6. 

correspond ence aurlng 11arch has been or unusual Interest, and had lncllxted a splendid 
subscription or t 5 (!"Om a Black Count ry ent husiast, Pa t Hughes. We very gr eatl y value th e 
Int.ere.st and support or quit e a ni.moer o! peopl e who find t t Impracticabl e t o attend our 
meetings, but. who are often In touch . 

The t'llfO progran:ie ltel!IS both conce rn ed CN!yrrlars. In Bill Morgan's qu12 we had to 
ti t na.J:l(!S t o t he magic word • creytr l ars .• Thus c tor Gosling , (or Green ) , and so on. 
congratulations LO the wtMe r , J ack Bellrtela who had 8 out of a poss ib le 9 , No names 
a:re known ror Ule 1at.ter"Y . 11 

Sut t.he hlghll &ht or the evening was a provo cat tv e but 1rost enjo yable tal k on 
cr eyrrfars by our Treasurer , Homan Gregory , A keen Creytrtars ent husi a st such as .reyseH 
'lfOUld disagre e prof oundly wl th l!IJCh t~ t was sa id, although I 11ke to think tha t much of 
It was not ~ant t o be taken t ix. seri ously \ The rollow1~ ar e some or t he Interes ting 
anCI tnought -prov oktng points l!lEKle: • 

Intend ed tor 10, to 12+ year old s, Hor e Int e llige nt boys a rter tha t age graduated 
to • soys• Own Paper / •Capta i n : • Chums,• et c . Crey t rlars was a weird sort or estal:lllsh-­
oent, Mo chapel, choir or organ; although there Is a nus lcal genius, Hoskins . nie Hnd 
nc,t only took th e sl i th but wrote hi s own letters, paid th e staf f, e tc. Prou t was a bore. 
OJelch s tr ict and humourless . What on earth did you do to make ht rn smtle ? Masters 
matnlY old IS\, non- smokers and non-dri nkers . The very numerous and over large Remove a 
citied ba&; really a UNO heaoquarters . And ..t'IY t he famous rtve? F'amous ror 'lha t ? Poor 
old Cossy did all the donkey wcrk . 
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But l cannot bear to quote any more or Norman• s her.s tes. although one would aaree 

"Uh DJCh up to a potnt anyway. 
or course Creyrr l ars la s01Hthln& or a ratry worl d or eternal youth. Sut the 

stories are ao skllfullY wrlt ttn that ol der reader.s enjoy them and a.ls> re&llse hOM -..ch 

tn ey hold up e mirror to Lit e . The l a t t Toa Hopperton or Scartlorough spoke very aptlY 01 

th e • encl\rlrw magic.• Charl es Hamllt.on hlm.selr has said that •utce In Wonderland" 

dellehts a chil d or seven and t s st.ill &ood reading at aeventy . Here a,;aln bJt:lan natw-e 

ts perceptlvety dep ic ted. Political c..-toonUtt have roi.n:1 endleu ln:ip t rauon In the 

story, and there art plenty or •t1ad Hatter's Tea Par t.t u• tn real l He. 

Anyway thanks very m.lCh Norean , t or a t.alk which NS greatly app reci a t ed by all 

pr u mt. 
trM ARD DAVEY, Chalrmn am secret.al"')'. 

NORTHERN 

HetttDR htld SaturdM, 12th •ec11. 1969 
It wu the Amual General 11eet.lna and Vlce-cbat r msn, Jack Wood, prea ldtd over us 

u Chatn:ian, Ceorrr ey Wilde was In Hanchester. whe"• "'"e re sorry to hear , h is mot.her 

had just died, 
The Minut es of the last oeettng and a short report o r ow- year• s ga thertng s wer e 

atven by the Secretary, and the T"asurtr-L.tbr artan, c eralCI Alltaon , gave hts AMUal 

Bal ance Sheet, Cerry also tolCI us that JI• Jey es had made a Ye?')' aenerous donatt on ot 

many copi es of flrst Ser les Suton Blake to t he Li brary, which geature was much nlu ed 

by all ther e . Cerry, too , had bought a go<X:I nwrber of 11a&nets, ne" to t he Ltbr ary. and 

both the se 8ddtt lon1 will be very popular with our borrowers . 
The r e- ele cti on of th e pre sent offi cer s t or another year was proposed and se coodec: 

and, as th e •t eaa l'l'OUld be happy t o .ttrn again to th e bHt or thei r ability, thi s n.s 

passed . 
• dtscusston on sum;ner progranr:1es now followed : record l ~s , reading , quizzes, anc 

a ntw series or writings by our meltbers w111 t ake pl ace we hope. For the last. tum 

several voluntttrs l'l'ere forthcoming, and an at.tupt ts t o be md t , tor the entert.alnment 

or our members , to give our ver sto n of t he coq:ile t1on or th e Magnet Serl es Which broke 

orr so abn1Dtl.Y ln 1940. 
A 20 Qutst lons Session follow ed and tlle t eam - Mrr• Allison, Ron Hod&aon, J ack 

Wood and Tm Roach scored three hits out or tl 't'f Item. The obltct.1 were spr ud a l ltt : 

wider than usual, and the two los t were • sherl ock Holmes1 s Ytollrf and •The Nouset rap .• 

Art er a break tor r erreshn'l!nts we set tl ed 00"1 to see a rl 111 show put on by Ha.rey 

Barl ow. The tlrst films were taken In South Arrlca and featured Jack Roberts and Mrs. 

Robert.a (not forge tting the do&I ) on thei r vi s i t to th ei r daughter. After our lon&, co 

winter It was a toni c to see th e hot sunShl ne and aorgeous t1c-er 1 , avenues or jaearand: 

tr ees In run bloom, with Jack l.n:I Hrs, Roberts and rullY rdu:tn g by th t swlmntng poo 

Ther e were also some delightf ul shots taken in an Animal Jleserv e ( rr om a car) or c l os~ 

uos or lt onessea and cubs , strarres, monkeys and meny other excell ent natural actors . 

Harry fi nished wU.h h i s fan tasy Fila - which transpor ts vi ewers to a lar,e PublJ c Schoo 

whi ch could (alr:x>St) be Greytr lar s , end a l so some scenes tro .11 his Nel'IQUBY' lloltday. 

And so another Heettng came t o Its c los e when thes e co1ourru1 rn:u ended. 

Next Nett i ng, Satu rday. 10th Hay, 1969, 
H. L. AU..1800, Hon. Secret.ary . 

LONDON 
The 21st AMI ver s ary Luncheon Party meettna took plac e at the Rembrandt Hotel, 

Kenal,wton, Lonelon, S.W.3 . , on Sunday, April 20th. f or thi s uni que occas i on u,er e was 

a pleas t rc 1athertne or l6 necbtr s and rr1enc11. On th e t.op table was th e Cha irman, Oo1 

Webster , abl y supported by the President, JoM Wernhac and the thr ee Vlce·Pru t denu , 

Len Packman, Bob Bl.ythe and Eric F'ayne. All the past Chatn:cen were present wt th th e 

uc eptlon ot that stalwart r eHarch l'l'orker, Bill Lott a, Who was unavoidably absen t. Al' 
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th e other orrtcers or the club were pre s l/flt a.na: a rull 11.st or their periods or office 
were given on the eic ellent cenu cards . klndlY provided by the Pres iden t, Jo hn Wemhaa:i, 

To celebrate the occas ion, th e Pl'ines conswned were provided by Len and Josie Pack.man, 
the rormer being one or th e two co-rounders or the club. Thus the COIIIPM1 got otr t o a 
good start with the usual glass or Sherry to whet the appetites and even the 1111ch mal i gned 
G.P.O, were tn good form as a very fin e gre etings telegram , sent by Ger,-y Allison on behaH 
or th e Northern Leeds Club, was read out ere the f irst course was served. Chai rman, Don 
WebSt er , welco med one and all and expr essed the wtsn that all l'l'OU1<2 thorough}y enjoy th ecr 
s elves. n.e n followed an excellent repast and It t ell t o t he lo t or our wort.by progrwme 
org anis er t o propos e the LoYal Toast t-0 the Queen. This was Bill Hubbard and well he 
acQ1lltted him.self. fb e next toas t was given by Len Packman Mio proposed the toas t ot the 
Ol d Boys' Book Club. 

Art er th e luncheon , the coq>aey adJourned to the adjo lntrg room where, thanks to 
Frank Vernon-Lay , copies ot the racs i alle Hagnet Egypt tan series were availabl e, Then as 
th e luncheon room had been cleared, the party re tu rn ed t or a shor t tntormal meeting . A.bout 
a oozen or so med>ers related hOW th ey first cont ac ted the club , Ben Whiter read the passage 
rraa the 1969 tss.i.e or Wisden r ela ting to Greyt rl ar s, the Ha.gnet and Franx Richards . Bi ll 
Hubbard displayed a copy or the cuJTen t Issue ot Jo urna l ot The Cric ke t Societ y wtth the 
art.lcl e by Irving l!.osemiater , entit l ed •J , N. Pente l ow - A Biograph i cal DlQulry,• part or 
which the writ er gave tn a tal k a t last Oct0ber 1 s Leytonstone meeting, 

Many short t a lks and anecdot es were enjo yed and th e t ime passed all too qutckl.1 . 
one 111ut menti on the guest or honour, Htss Edith Hood, wbo hall travelle<l up rrom Ktngsgate , 
Tor:i Por ter abll re pr esenting the Midl and Clu b ancl all the oth ers who had travell ed long 
dlStances to be present, 

1be venue or the Hay meeting was announced .as Hume House , East Dul wlch , London, 
s .t. 22 , on t he 18th , , and then toll owed the vot.es ot thanks to all concerned in the 
success or th e meeting and th i s lnclUded the banqueting aanager o r the Reto r andt Hotel. 
And thus hocieward Cound with another milestone In the h1story ot the club passed . 

UNCLE BOO.AMIN 

************************** ********** **************** ************** 

THE POSTMAN CALLED (Interesting items from the 
Editor's letter -bag ) 

NORJUN WRIGHT (Harrow): Thank you ror anoth er very In teres ting C.D. I hope It will be 
poss ibl e ror you t o pr i nt anoth er rare piece ot Hamilt onla when •th e Swell or St , Jllll 1 s' 
ts rtnlshed, I haven• t read the story yet; I am wait i ng W'ltll I have every i nstalment , 
th en I wtll read the story as a whole . 

Bob 81.ythe ' s artic le s on t he earlY struggles ot £. S, Brooks are very Interest ing . 
J . RI.NOOLPH COX (Northfi e ld; U.S .A. ): To a i d Hr. Gil es In his query about Burt 1. 
Stand1Sh (Gilbert Pa t ten) • .. t don't recall see ing ht m cienttoned In C.D. or th e .A.Mual 
either and assumed that It l'las because he was littl e known beyond Uerlca. He , or course , 
wrote th e Prank tlelT'lwell s t orie s that ai,peare d In TIP TOP WEEKLY Crom 1896 to 1915 and 
thtn stayed on ne,rstands am. book shelns In paperboUM repr in ts , } or 4 sto ries t o a book, 
until th e 19.}0's when the stories se e.med to have lost t hei r appea l .. . except to co llec tors, 
and to tho se who had Mele Mm a part o r A.Eeerlcan folk.lore . Today, long af ter the books 
have been out or pr in t , I st 1ll t1nd sports writer s reter to Frank Herrlwell when they 
speak or SODe out standl ~ root ball or CaseCall player. I'm no sports ran mt,selt , but I 

even &et a thrl 11 out or reading about a 9th !M ing homeM.1'1 or l ast minut e touchdown It It 
ts Herrlwell who ts doll\1, the OOnors. Pat t en's Al1t0610CiRAPHY called FRANK ?EI.RIWEU.18 
•FA'lllDl' makes rasc l nat ing read ing • . • 

one thing about c.D. lq>resses me greatlJ': t he aentl e.oanly Quality ot debat es, 
even t hose that seem to Ce conducted between t!r . Sutton and Hr . Lott s over authorsh ip. 
1 read so lll6llY •r anzl ne~ and other publications tor thos e lnterested In sc i ence fic t ion , 

cont 'd on Page 32 



\ 

.1 

a new issue of 

11.MMIMET 
The COffll)lete Egyptian SeriH 
Nos 1277-1284, August­
Septomber, 1932. 
Eight complete tecolmiles of 
The Magnet . Exect repro­
duction of the o,iginat No 
editing, no deletions. High 
q u1lity piper, b11utifully 
bound . Origin1I colour 
jack Oii . ( Other Seriee to 
follow.) . 
Thia superbly produced 
volume is ev1illble only in e 
limited edition ind i- must 
IOOn become I v1lu1ble 
collector's itom. 

ORDER NOW 42/· 
from 
HOWARO IIAKER 
,u.USHlH LTO .. 
'1 MU:MUm St .• ·-ry. London. W.C.1 • .,,,.......,.,..., . ......, 

'"" i.llKHI."""' ...,., ..,.,,__ 
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co.tc bOolo:.a, end IO'ltff)' stor1u, and too or t., there •Ill bf dttcu..uJons 'llhlch reld u 

tbough someone had rlpJ)ed his r.ypewrlt e r ribbon In cyptng hts eo._, 1,1nts and C\l rwhU, 

'T'M edito r s rust nttd material Yer)' aucl'I to let 1CM or It be printed. C.D. 11 al ways 

tutt ru1, llter a ;.11, ~d prorosstona l . PerhapJ thi s sa)'S uaeuu na tor the type or stor i es 
and wrlt 1f'li. that are b,dng .:oll t, 'ted and discussed. '\be tntlu t nee or O'larlu Haallt.on , 

1:. s . BrooMs and others m t ormlnc tut.es and attlt.UCIH alght bt worth u plortnc 11t1:ae ClQ'. 

~ IN'ew .:!"0$1' : It'. t1tme7 1 s Cllrt HOUR arllcle tnurut ed • cnatl,. Hts 

lndlv,atlon I ttilnk, •IM'Ors Wt all " ' us have ftlt l'lho have peruaed coplu or School 
r rit nd In vain tor mntion or HarT')' Wharton and Cc. Hts confuaton would have been the 

1ruu r ?\ad he aone rurther lnt (I tht Cl itt H~se saga and reoo the fur tr.er aavtnturea as 

the)' o.ppeared In Tht- Schoc l glrl btglnnl nt In 19)2 , Ther e he would hav e found th a 1. 

t.,anchuter had apparent!)' vanished r:-01U morta l ken and the Cllrr Kouae gi rls' bor rrtenc:ts 

..,., all now lo.:at.ed at Frtardal e t101s1 School, Ind Jack Tollhl.l'tt. and Co. or Lanchuter 

baa bttn suppJant.ed bY Jl tn:ff Rte hmnd ano Co. rurther new rtlattvu r thfo Cli ft HOlL1e 

11rls Md been invented and so " ' wer e lntrociucld to Ralph U11rrtnee, P\~:·1ortt Hateldene 1 s 

•Blaek Sheep • couatn; l e lth Redfern, cousin to Babs; and Ja ck. 1'revlrn , brother to Clara. 

!'CS§ I M LEES (Cantert>ucy l: What. nost.algl ~ mta.:>rles C.D. brouaht back . •When I was 

very young' DtclQ, Nugent. wa.s mr,o htro . But 1 aoon craduat.td t.o the higher forms! Thtn 

dhcourlng the •cw t never OOu,ht ano tl'ler Hagnet, rruch preterrln& St. J tm•s Incl the 

Saints. •J1artln Clltrord' wu tht but writ er or Lhe:11 all, I t.houe,ht, and tht lllustra ­

uon, - :so cueh btU.er - S(l men ocre natural. (SorTY Q,.arlu l tnt'J Chai,Nt'lt) f'1an1 

thtn11 puz;Utd • thouch - dlJUtpirlclu In character and tacts. N.C. IUJt sutrer rron 

1011 ot memor1 so11etlae.1, I thoueht. 'Then th e hotTlble Shock to rind out la ter that 

et:arlu Hamilton 1'l'?'Ott a ll th e b<>okl, anc:i r:tl suaptcton gN'II' that ht r:ust have helpers -

&hO•t writers In fac t. This I now discover was qui t e tnie. 

~ (Ket1h1t1 ) : t..aat. 1Ntk I obtained for r¥ sen, a voJumt ent.lt.ltd •ctcarttte 

cavllc ld.- bf A, J, CM1Se. llnder Ute hudln& ot tJ.uues by P'erlodtcal s,• 1 dlacon:rtd 

w tollo-tna: -
10.11.WAY DUHNES wen ts.rued • U.n the • Scout, • while the popular juvenll t 1'ffkltta 

• Pluck,• ' Advent.trt ,• 'Rover, • ' Sktpptr ,• •Trl\1111:>h,' • Chaq,ton ,• •aora• rrt end ,• ' 11a&ntt• 

and ' C• .' Usued a lara e number ot sets. 'n'le carels lllustrat.t<I uplotts ot the 19'4 -18 

war • ~. F'OO'IBALl.DtS. CfUCXE:TtRS, SP£EIIIAY STARS, rues, f'Al'()UJ LINW and WCNDERS 

Cf' nit WCIUJ). 
Two popul&r ltSJU were 'l'Oi AROiS Of' nit IUNC' anct the ' walll>'S PCl.lct,• &hen ...,.­

wtt.h the · ~ICll J ACK,• anG no doubt N9tm>ertd by those 1llt'lo tn th eir ear1.J 7outh , devourtd 

tht wtek lY aoventur u or SElffll It.AXE AND "* DL 

~ (Re&t ord): I was very aorTJ to learn or th e pas,tnc or Cn11Ttlle T. Watne. 

Althou&h I never ritet. him, I had dealings wtth him In 1965, am toW'ld hlm to bt a generoua 

I/Id oon t.rus tl na per eon. At thll t tDP he waa dUpos tne or IOM J ,000 paper, prior tO j ' 

htt retirement, am uld t.nat ht preferred genuine collector• to dealtr1. Ke once 1ent 

-,:, on tnist , a parcel or nrt lttu to chooae rraa. Bl• pr tctrc wa.a 11aat NuonabJe . 

and today I can hal"d.11 tielltTt th.at I tW"Tled dOllln the ecq,leU Ht or Holt~ AmualJ: it 
C15, As Len f'1ekmn aatd , he t.rtat f!d hJs paper, • Ith loTtnc cart , n ch copy .old t>earln& 

h1a QIIII'\ per sonal st~ and r equuti n& the reader to chert.ti It. 

******************************************************************* 

ARE YOU WRITING SOME FOR COLLECTO RS DIGEST ANNUAL 

FOR 1969? TIME FLIES? 


