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THE OLD PAPERS -

and TELEVISION 

I believe firmly 
that a television programm e 
on the old p11pers • a pro­
gramme which would be a 
delight to mil.lions of people 
in this co11ntry - could be 
done . I belie ve, just as 
firmly, that it never will 
be done . 

Most of u•, perhaps. 
watched the "Man Alive" 
programm• which concerned 
"Comics," whi ch was on the 
small ser e"" at the end of 
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1971. It is only fair to state that it was reasonably well done, ai,d 
was quite entertaining in a limited way . There were flies in the oint­
ment. The production was "bitty," and the constant crashes to 
accompany the "blams" and "ker-lunks" were distracting ; too many 
people made insignificant comments; the earlier comics were sadly 
neglected in comparison with the attention given to modern material; 
the charts showing the popularity of various pictorial characters were 
chilly in th eir modernity; several artists made comments which were 
surprisingly lacking in information. 

Ail the same, the programme did a little of what i t set out to 
do - tell the story, more or les s, of the British comi c paper . It was 
exciting to see one or two of our club friends on television, but it mus t 
be confessed that they seemed irc~s in this particular show. 
Most of us have stressed vehemently, in an effort to stem the jolly 
modern practice of those who know no better, that the old story papers 
were not comics but something entirely different . We have stressed it 
over many years. Yet in that television programme we saw our own 
fr iends proudly displaying their Union Jacks and Nelson Lee Libraries, 
just as though these papers which we love so much were really part of 
the comic stream with which the affair was concerned . 

Fer me, the man who stole the show was Peter Cushing. With 
a long loo ;. down Memory Lane, he spoke o( the Gem and o( a wonderful 
character, Tom Merry . In his gentle simplicity of s tat ement , he mus t 
have touched a chord in all our hearts . Re was truly delightful and 
delightfully true . He threw into sharp contrast the "blam '' and "blah" 
of what iE on sale for youngsters today and the reading matter which had 
such a profound effect upon some of our own lives. 

THE WISDOM OF COKE 
Over the years, 1 have often quoted Desmond Coke who wrote 

some of the greatest stiff-cover school stories of all . This month I 
propose to quote him yet again . 

H• wrote: "I am only too well aware that in most British minds 
the idea of Art i s bound up indissolubly with that of Gloom, just as 
good form i& considered a sure mark of mediocrity; but you at least 
can realise tha t the present fashion for school s tories of var iegated 
morals and sanguinary oaths does not cover even a small part in the 
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full life of School . The average boy remain• stubbornly decent in •pite 
of his biographers, and fun - given a free hand - still bulk& larger in 
him than depravity." 

Those words are very true to-day . I t is remarkable to t hink 
that Coke wrote them in 1919. If Art was bound up with Gloom in 1919, 
there is no gainsaying that it is bound up with Dirt and Violrnce in 
1972 . In fact , Art covers a multitude of sins in this Year o( Grace. 

THE RIO KID 
An Australian rea der, Mr . A. David90n, who lives in Melbourne, 

r ecent ly sent me a st iff-cover book entit led "The Return of the Rio 
Kid ." The author is given as Davis Dr esser, and the publishers are 
Ward, Locke . This is the first time that I have heard of a Rio Kid 
apart from th e creation of Charles Hamilton, and this strikes me a s a 
Httle curious . Western stories are very popular in this country, and 
I would have expected that, had the yarns been published in England, 
the duplication of names would have cro pped up in letters from some 
reader or other . l f Ward,Locke have not published them in England, 
one wonders why not. 

Old r eaders of the Digest may recall that 1 always felt tha t 
t here was some story behind the H.amilton "Rio Kiel'' yar ns. They were 
so geographically accurate, and so convincing . I once expl<lre d the 
possibility that Hamilton might have been given the task of re -wr iting 
an overseas series for the British marke t. My conta c ts with Char les 
Hamilton convinced me that he was very fond of the Kid, and it seemed 
unlikely that he would have felt such patently sincere affection for a 
character which was not his own. 

" The Return of the Rio Kid" reads pleas.,ntly enough, though 
the writer was certainly not Charles Hamilton. Bu t the s t ory is 
obvious ly one of a series , and the character is similar - the Kid is 
a yoW1gster put on the outlaw trail by injustice , and sought by sheriff s 
a ll over the country . It is dated 1940 . 

Of course, there is another angle . Did another writer have 
the task of preparing the Hamilton stor ies for dn adul t marke t over­
seas? Or is the whole thing one giant coincidence? 

To appreciate the Hamilton Kid stories it i5 neces sary to read 
them in the Popular . The B .F .L. ver sions were too drastically 
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llhridged . And, of course, the quality slipped aftor the secortd year. 

SILVER JUBILEE 
0\ Chrisbnas Eve I received from 011r .Northern Club a magnifi ­

c .. t testimcnial to marl< the 25th birthday of. this magazine and its 
Annual. In beautiful Old English lettering, professionally executed, it 
cmrunemorated a great occasion and it carried the loyalty and affection 
of our .Northern Club . In acldition, 011r friends paid for it to be framed 
in a manner worthy of it, so that it camot deteriorate with the pass­
ing of the years . 

To have anything so wonderful reach me in the evening of 
Christmas Eve was Dne of the most moving experiences possible -
something I shall never forget . This lovely, hearharming testimonial 
now hangs in my study, and I shall value it highly as long as I live. 

My very deepest thanks to all my dear friends of the Northerr, 
Club for this magnificent gesture. And my thanks, also, to the scores 
of. readers who have written and are still writing lovely thing s in con· 
nee tion with Dllr Silver Jubilee. 

THE EDITOR 
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DO YOU REMEMBER? by Roger M. J-,luns 

~ - Levison'& Past Series - Gem,, 759-764 

Some critics af the Gem have coruiidered the period &om mid-
1921 to mid-1923 to be the finest two coneecutive years in the whole 
history of the paper, and thia -• one of the point• I put to Charles 
Hamilton on the memorable occasion that I visited him. He cClnfeHed 
he -• always wicerta.in about exact dates, and aaked me to name 10me 
of the series that were pij,lished at that time. I gave tum • list &om 
memory, and he chuckled as he puffed away at his pipe, and declared, 
"Good stuff, yes, good stuff!" One seritt I never mentioned at the 
time was the one about Levison's past , posaib}y because I had some 
misgivings about i t, and on re-reading it now I find I am still left with 
mixed f:eelings about it . 

The series began with the Greyfriars eleven visiting St . Jim's 
for a cricket match . Trimble asked Bunter why Levison had left 
Greyfriars, and Banter untruthfully explained that it was because 
Levison had been caught robbing Dr. Locke's safe. Trimble retailed 
this story about St. Jim's, and everyone expected Levison to take the 
matter to Mr. Railton, but to the surprise of all he refused to do so . 
Levison was accordingly adjudged a thief on all sides; even Cardew and 
Clive shared the general opinion, Clive dropping Leviso n as a &iend 
whilst Cardew considered it made no difference: he even enjoyed seeing 
a glimpse of the old Levison, which was something new for him. 

Ole of the fascinating aspects of Hamiltoniana is the continual 
reference back to past events . Levison had left Greyfriars in Magnet 
46 . He was not technically e,cpelled but he left under a cloud, and 
M.r. )'.Avison omitted to inform Dr. Holmes of this when his son was 
sent to St . Jim's in Gem 1'2 , some two years later . The facts came 
to light in the same story, however, but Levison managed to get 
Mr . Lumley-Lumley to intercede for him, and Dr . Holmes allowed him 
to stay. Consequently the series about Levison' s past in Gems 759-
764 is inconsistent in that it portrays Dr . Holmes as ignorant of the 
circwnatancea concerning Levison'" departure &om Greyfriars. A 
partly inaccurate reference back to the pas t is extremely tantalising, 
to say the least . 
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Inconsistency is not the only faw.t i.'\ th e series , lt also suffers 
from the chronic com plaint of the Gem after blue-cover clays - St. Jim'• 
stories tha t were too short each week, averaging about a mere nine 
chapters. Episodes in the series were cut in two at times, and the 
paper seemed to be suffering from a post-war hangover . Neverthe less 
there ... ere some good things to be found: some fine character studies 
of Levison in varying moods, and good examples of Cardew' s quixotic 
gallantry . An oddity was the fact that the series began in August , in 
the c ricket seaso n, a nd concluded a t the end of September with a ref­
erence to the coming football season . Holiday series were f.ar from 
being regular occurrences in those far-off days of 1922 . 

*H-*****************************************""*****'***1r*******'*...,.* 
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LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

LET 'S HAVE A HAPPY ENDING. 

I recall, when I was s mall, heari'lg my father and mother 

disc u ssing the works of Hall Caine . My father did not care for this 

nove li st. '' I like to be in clover all the time ," said my fath er . On the 

ot her hand , my mo ther did not mind what vici ssitudes the hero and 

heroine went through providing all tu.med out well in th e end . Both my 

paren t s were of the opinion tha t evil often seemed to triumph i.~ the 

long run in Hall Caine ' , novel&. 
I have never read flail Ca ine, so 1 cannot pass an opinion. I 

only know t hat he wrote extensive ly of the Isle of Man, and his most 

famo us work was "The Woman Thou Gavest Me." 

Years ago it """ ullllally asaumed tha t a successful book, film, 

or play needed a happy ending, thou gh there wer e a few of each which 

ended in tragedy. It doesn' t see m to matte r today, for what they call 

plays on t elev ision have no beginning and no ending. As some of the old 

sub-writers had the mistaken idea that a descr iption of a spor ting 

even t made a story, so TV playwright• today see m to think that a bed­

room and swear-words make a play . Not that I'm much of a judge of 

TV plays . As soon as they sta r t swear ing, I swit ch off, so it is a very 

long time since I sa" ' a play on the little box. 

I have heard it suggested by some critics that story-endings 

were one of Char les Hamilton's weak spots . I don' t know that I sul>­

ocr:ibe to that view, t hough I s uppoae th ere might be some cases ,.!,en 

he se emed t o ti.re of a series and finith it off quickly . 

Very contr ived endings can bt in ita ting , in a way, even though 

most of us , like my dad , liked to Cinish up in clove r . 

The ending of "The Only Way'' was heavily contrived . How 

everything became clea r to the heroes, and how Valence's sister 

learne d it all by standing outside Cour tney•• study, made it all j us t a 

litt le t oo syrupy and incredil, le . But the author was writing for young 

people - a fact we tend t o over look at times - and for young people 

evezything should end , perhaps, in ecs tuy. If evorything was to be 

cleared up t o the entire satis fact ion of the young1ters, contrivance 

was essential. We cannot deny that Hamilt on r elied heavily on contri-
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vance at all &tages of hi s ca r e er, though he used it so well that he 
never founder ed over it as so many lesser writers did . 

The endings - and , indeed, the entire plot s - of the two Rebel 
series for m a fascinating contrast . I think tha t the 1924-2 5 version 
was by !ar the mor e power ful of the two series . There wa .s more stark 
drama in ;t . But the 1932 versio n made by far the more pleasant 
reading . Where we were among th e nettles in th e first great series , 
we were in clover when the repeat ca .me. 

The ending of the first series, in 1925, was far more true-to­
life and far more credible, especially as in the first S<:: ;cs Wharto n had 
actually been guilty of some of the things of which he was unjustly sus · 
pecteo 1n the 1932 ve r sion. 

I always felt that t he 1932 series was just slightly let down by 
its contr ived e,,ding . Ther e was, in fact, a natural ending at the close 
of th e penultimate story o[ the las t series . I ca Mot help feeling some­
times that the series would have bee n better, artistically, had the 
long story come to its end then . (Those who disagree can , justifiably , 
point to the Schoolboys ' Own uprint whlch actually ended in thls way . 
It was not satisfactory, but perhaps thls was due to the fact that most 
of us knew t hat it was not the real ending . If Hamilt on had made his 
own ending then, it would have been a very different matter . ) 

Y~ars ago I once suggested t hat th e final story of the secon d 
Rebel series was something of a n anti-climax . Char les Hamilton him­
self not unreasonably, tool< me to task for thls . He had never, he 
claimed , been guilty of an anti-climax in hls stories . 

I think he was r ight , really. The final story was not an anti­
climax But, for some reason, after the tale had worked to a smashing 
firush, he did not make it the finish . Maybe to show us that we could 
never take anything for granted, he turned down the opportunity of a 
natural and dramati c end of the story , and let it run on so that the 
hackneyed act of bravery forr.ted a contriva nce t o put everythin g right 
in the end . 

1 have al ways regarded the Schoolboy Pug series a s one of the 
very greatest Gem dramas. mainly on account of the splendicl chara c ter­
uation it contained . Here , as in the First Rebel series, we had a ny­
thing but a happy e,,ding, bu t , nevertheless, a more credible one. 
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Drama was not sacrificed to put the reader in clover. A great tale 
which le(t one with a sigh rather than a smile . 

A fine series which, in my view, rather fizzle d out , was the 
delightful one about Prout as Headmaster . It ended in a rush , just as 
th ough the writer had suddenly remembered something els e he wanted 
to do with his characters. 

I have never made it a secret tha t, in my book, the Stacey 
se ri es of 1935 was the grea test Hamilton series of them all. But even 
here , the contrivance of the ending left one just very slightly dissa ti s­
fied Quelch, from behind• tree, heard Fishy t a lking t o Wharton in 
the mistaken belief that he 14"16 addressing Stac">· And the cat was 
out of the bag 

Maybe there was nothing 'wTong with any of the endings . Maybe 
it was just that we disliked parting with a series which we had enjoyed 
so much for so long . 

Ther e could be no criticism of the China ser ies for its ending . 
It worked up to a stunning climax. and the series was followed with a 
pleasant little tale concerning the journey home . We could not ask for 
more. 
***** ***•****•**** .. *•*'*******•**'*****************111*********"****** 
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CHARLES HAMILTON A NEW LOOK 

by Harry Dowler 

from time to time we r ead in t he C . D. from many enthus ia stic 
Hami ltonians, including th e Editor of C. D. , that Char les Hamilton is 
th e greatest writer of school stories in the world . 

Our Editor , in the intr oduction to" A Chr ist mas Comedy" by 
Charles Hamilt on in the J OOth issue of C. D., aga in ma kes t he same 
pos itive ass er tio n , but in s lightl y different words . 

Now what a re the true fact s about Char les Hamilton' s stories ? 
1 do not thin k that anyone can deny that mor e people have read Char l es 
Hamil ton ' s sc hool s tori es than any ot her schoo l story wri t er . But 
does t he number of r ea ders of a sto ry give a true indicati on of an 
author's li terary ability? Of course it does not: The Daily Mirror has 
probably :e n times as many readers as The Guardia n, but does that 
mean tha-: the Mirr or is a gr eater news pa.,er tha n the Guardian ? Yo u 
know it doe s not! 

Now regardin g these continued rei t erati ons about Hamilton 
bein g the wor ld's greatest school-s t ory wrfre r ; 1 am not sure that 
t here i s any suc h thing I There is no such thin g as the world 's most 
beautiful woman . Ther e is no such thin g as th e world' s cle,•eres t man , 
and t here is no such thing as th e gre a test in many other s pheres of 
life . 

Let us now take our examinatio n a little fur th er and probe 
dee ply into Char les Hamilto n• s r eputation in t he outs ide wor ld, that is 
to s ay out side of t h e pages of the Collectors ' Diges t . A t horough 
=m ina tion of Hami l ton ian affairs as give n in t he pages of Coll ecto r s' 
Digest, and a thoroug h examinat ion of Hami l tonian affairs out side the 
pages of C . D . , r eveals quite a different sto ry ! 

Afte r receivin g th e supr eme accola de as the world's greatest 
school story wr ite r, one would nat ura lly expe ct to see Charl es 
Hamilton• s books bulgin g on the s helve s of our publi c libr aries a nd 
larg e bool<sellers' shops. But fa r from bulgin g, Hamilto n books ar e 
pract ically non-exis t ent ! Sometimes.after a very prolo nged searc h, 
you will uneart h two, or perhaps, t hr ee , Hami lton books . But these 
two or t hr ee books are only to be found on very r ar e occasions . 
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Libraries and booksellers seem to be contem ptuous of th e 
world's greates t school sto r y wi:iter'. On the ot he.r hand , while 
Hamilton works ar e sc •cornfu lly rejected , a schoolboy called JeMings. 
the brain-child of an author named Anthony Buckeridge , i• given very 
ostentatio us publicity . Also standing out with almost vulgar prominence 
are books by C.tpt ain W. E Johns and E . Nesbit, and stacks of volumes 
of " Tom Brown's Schooldays ." Many othe r books , school and adventure , 
are to be found on these she lves , but Hamilto n is a minus quantity . 

Another strange var iat ion from the fulsome praise of Hamilt on 
in t he pages of C .0 . is to be found in th e pages of th e many histo ries 
of Children 's Literat ur e . In t hese volumes· an d t here are many· 
Hamil ton is pr actica lly ignored . Mos t ignor e him altogeth&r . Some 
dismiss him in two or t hree lines . One author , however, devotes 2\ 
pages to him . This is Mrs MARGERY FISHER . She r efers t o him as 
Frank Richards, as though to tally unaware tha t his rea l name is 
Char les Hamilto n . Included in her sarcastic interpre t at ion of Fra nk 
Richar ds' work , is a short extract dealing with Bunter She ends this 
ex tra ct with the following caust ic comment . "Nosta lgia , alone, can 
car ry you throu gh this sor t of t hing ." 

At thi s s tag e I mu•t explain tha t I am a complet ely unbiased 
neutral . I free ly ad mi t that I am unable t o read Hamilt on with any 
pleasure, and I fr eely admit that I find t he school stories of E . S . 
Br ooks very r eadab le and amusing. and I am a great admirer of t he 
adul t fiction of Broolcs when writing under th e name of Victo r Gunn . 

To all readers of C . D. I would say this. Staunchly adhere to 
your chosen favouri te whetho r it be Hamilt on, Brooks, Sexton Blake, 
or anybody else . Don' t let caust ic comments by cri tics destroy your 
happiness . But a word of warning . You are not reading literature! 
You are not r eading lewis Carroll , W. W. Jacobs, E . Nesbit, or dare l 
say it , Talbot Ba ines Reed, or Thomas Hughes's "Tom Brown's 
Schooldays ." 

The great school sto ry aut hors such as Talbot Baines Reed, 
Andrew Home , Fr ed Swainscn , Haro ld Avery, P . G Wodehouse , and 
many oth ers , and not forg et ting Ch.,rles Hamilto n and E . 5 . Brooks, 
are all unique and completely differen t, one fr om th e other, and defy 
a ll in telligen t compari son . 
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There is no best, any more than you can say that a Jam Puff i• 
th e best of a ll t oothso me morsels. 

'******ff ttH *<s ** *** *****'*** ** ****" * *'***"' tt***--*'****'i * •1tri "* ****"' k1t 

THE MYSTERY OF 

MAY P . JAPP SOLVED 
by W. 0 . G. Lofts 

One of the biggest myste ries stil l remaining in our hobby con­
cerns May P. Japp, the author of the well-known 'Bet ty' stories in 
Young Folks Tal es These are m"ch so.,ght after by collectors, and 1t 
could be said that people have been searching for the m almost a life­
tim e wit h so few availab le. The late Pr ofesso r Mason (as Otto Mau.rer) 
wrote many delightful articles for the C. O. Annuals on the Henderson 
type of fairy-tale stories , and I know he made many fruitless attempts 
in res earch trying to gather any data r egarding Miss Japp . Altho"gh 
he put forward the theory that she could have been related to Alexander 
Hay Japp, famous man ol literature, and personal friend of R . L. 
Steve nson , it was only recently, and after many years of research on 
and off - that I discovered that he was correc t . May Paul Japp , was 
ac t uall y -;:he daught:er of Alex H. Japp , and was born at Albion Square , 
Datson, North London , on the 8th November, 1870 . Her father who 
was a gr ea t friend of James Henderson the publisher, no doubt used his 
infli.1ence to get her work accepted with the famous Red L ion Square 
firm . (Actually he also got R. L .S. "Treasure Island " accepted. lt 
was called "The Sea Cook" originally . ) Miss Japp eventually in her own 
right became one of their s t ar authors - writing the Betty stories 
al t ernat ivel y with those o( 'Mabe l' by Albert E. Bull . With Henderson ' • 
being bought out by the A. P . in 1922, Miss Japp found herself like 
Frank Richards and the Magnet in 1940 , though she did have one story 
published by the ne·.., firm . A spinster, and living at Pollards Hill , 
Norbury, she li ved only a shor t distance from E . S. Brooks . She died 
o1 p.-.eumonia on the 22nd March, 1925,aged 54, an ear ly , sad end to 
such a gifted writer. whos e work is so eagerly collected in our circle 
today . 
*rJr;***i\*"k****1'w+*1r,c-*f'*+w**•*•****""*************'****'******"'*•**'**** 
IU..'H!:t: Ne:.S.Cr Lee '...lb. : Un :of\ .raclt; Sut ao 3 lah :.t t>rury not r.r Ltr"' t9:s?. &oy.11 

~Li tt. 
• . vtP ... et,;~ ~ ClUJWi St., Ol""TINR~, '111:TOUA, Al.6':'RJ.U .- ! 192 , 
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f> LA KIANA 
Conducted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

I am l!l"ateful to Mr. Geor ge Beal for the excellent information 

on two of the Union Jack ser ials . Mr. Cyril Rowe .also gave me the name 

of the ;11ut'1,, r ,,1 r,,m ·ir·t 99 . Th<' ~tr,rv ,,( Ralph R.ashleigh, howeve r , 1 

•> A TH•1W NU OCH.'-.""fl\l't. NUVE L &NTIIODUCIMC ·~ found most interesting 

SUftN BUIE & IENffB. TU ALIINOI and will certain ly look 
out for a copy of th e 
paperback edition. It 
shoi,ld then be easy to 
compare it wit h the 
Uruon Jack ver•ion. 

Thanks are 
also due to Eric , our 
Edito r, for the pic ture s 
of the Detective Weekly 
and the l:ruon Jack in 
the Janll.U)' issue . 

Since writing 
my last piece for the 
Jani,ary issu e I have 
received a couple of 
articles for Blaki.,na, 
but of cour se I can 
alwa)•• do with some 
more so that I can plan 
in .advance which ones 
lo use . 
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by William L istm: 

lf your hobby happens to be readil\e and writin2, and if you happen 
to know a good deal about reading, including of course, .mere to buy or 
borrow certain books; and you lotow little about writing, then t he 
obvious thing is to apply your knowledge of readin g matter to good pur· 
pose and secure some books on how to write, be it fiction or articles . 

Let us assunu, that we have picked up a book on fiction . ln it 
we are told to bring out the characters of sw:h peroons we choose t o 
write abo,,t . Do not, repeat, do not, make the matake ofha 0.n2 a 
cool steacy chara c te.r losing his temper and kickin g the cat during the 
course of the story . Keep your character s true to type througl,ou t 
your story. Your readers expect it, we are told. I can see the point 
and the possibilities in so far as the c:rea.tor of a character can develop 
his creation. But how about fiction characters that ha ve to suffer a 
number of au thou, a nd who has had to suffer this more than Se,cton 
Blake? 

I reaUy think that Sexton Blake has had more pens behind his 
name than any fictional character you could mention. In the main tl\e 
authors have built round the character of B1ake .ui most of us think of 
him . 11,ere may have been odd occasion .• when he did not t'WI true to 
type . I think this i• why a number o( us did not take kindly to the "new 
look" typ<, of Sexton Blake detective s tory of recent years. The.re were 
many time s when he did not run t o type at all . New r eade r s would not 
be affected by this but some of us who have read Blake tales for years 
were certainly taken aback and small wonder . The writers were trans­
gressing a golden rule of writing fiction . 

Imagine a James Bond who was no James Bond, a Sherlock Holmes 
who was no Holmes. A Dr . Fu Manchu who was no real '0r . Fu Manchu . 
Your only hope would be to foster your fake character on to a~ 
un.suspecting public . Do not try it on the old-timer•, you would be 
doomed to failure . 

"Tarzan of the Apes" has made it: due t o the influence of TV, 
children today accept an Oxford Don kind of character , but we older fry 
know too much to fall for that . You caMot be reared for years among 
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t he ape s and then auddenly become aomeone with a JArd Haw Haw 
approach . They have done with Tanan what Bernard Shaw tried to do 
with Eliza in Py&ffillli"'1 , 

Recently I have been ~ing a few c:opiea of the SlrxtC111 Blake 
Library of yellteryear - the fourpemy type . Taking three c:opie• at 
ra .ndom 1 have picked isolated inc:id..,t• that bring out the character of 
Sexton Blake . 1 have noticed that tome writer• juat pu9h ahead with 
the plot using the name of Blake and Tinker u the detectives but never 
mentioning a characte.riatic o( either, They coulcl use any other name • 
for their tale, it would not make ax.y difference , Blake and T1llker being 
mere names mentioned in pa Hing. However, lat me illllstrate by 
passages from what I would call, true Blake authors. What is Sexton 
Blake's outlook? Here is a glimp• from "The Soho Cafe Crim e'' by 
Pierre Quirowe, chapter 4 page 20 . "Do you think it is possible?'' 
Tinker asked . "Nothing ie impoHiblA, " wa• Blake'& non-committal 
reply . Is Blake ever diaturbed? Sexton Blake could hardly repree• a 
grunt 0£ surprise" or again "Blake wu a little puzzled" or again "B~ 
was not easy in his mind regarding the problem." 

From "The Truth About Lord Trench" by Donald Stuart, we all 
know that uneasy feeling in our mind on occaaion, "You look worried,' ' 
said Coutts, "I am," Blake admi tted . IJI Blake ever dog-tired ? "The 
night was very •till ', Blake waited and waited, lli thoughts began to 
wander, he closed his eyes and cloz.ed. But y,iars of experience had 
given him the power to •leap with one eye open" again from Donald 
Stuart "Hour after hour he eat motiollla as, lli eyelids drooping, the 
only sign of wakefulness about him being the amoke t'hilt curled from his 
pipe and the occasional movement he made to re-c:huJ• it .• The alert­
ness of Sexton Blake 7 Again from DcNld Stuart in a -hnce "Blake 
pricked up his ears ." Does the reader like coU.e? So cloa& Bi.ke 
according to G. H. Teed in "Th• Crimaon Belt;" "Yes, eo ahead while 
I make some coffee, Blake bu.aiad himMlf over the coffee machine." 

As in the case 0£ all detectives Blake had cultivated the art of 
observance, the following quote from the Pierre Quiroule story showa -
"That man has an interesting face," said Blake. •1 think 1 have met 
him before" (after a comment that it was eleven years •!IOI· "Ol, eleven 
years is nothing to Blake,• said Dr . Bailey. "Be can r"""'mb«r the 
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colour of his eyes when he was born ." 
Don.!ld Stuar t gives another glimpse in "The Truth About Lord 

Trench," "Taking a swift glance at the new arriva l as he followed t he 
page-boy u,to the lounge, Sexton Blake observed Mr . Adolph Smi th to 
be a man nearly SO yea r s of age , of medium height and of military bear ­
ing . A fair moustache closely clipped and turning grey, sprouted from 
his upper lip, there was a small cleft in hi s chin and his eyes were 
somewhat protuberant . He wore good clo th es, in fact he was dapper, 
alm ost foppish in his dress and genera 1 bearing. " 

My r eader will notice I have underlined "a swift gla nce ." I think 
I woul d not be able t o des cribe a person so, even aher staring hard at 
him for a quarter of an hour. But then rm not cut out to be a detec­
tive. 

However, when next you sett l e down to a Sexton Blake yarn 
watch out for the little "a sides" on the characters of Blake and Tinker . 
They show if the author is really interested in writing a "Blake " tale 
or just w,ing the name to sell the story . ....... 
THE RETURN OF SEXTON BLAKE by J .L. 

Although all our old belove d periodicals are a.las no more, and 
alt hough much as I liked rea ding t he Magnet, Gem , Nelson Lee, and the 
rest, I th ink I was really more sad at the finish of the Sexton Blake 
Library than the others . It wasn't because I liked the Sexton Blake 
Lib rary; in fac t, the "Modern " Blake was one of my pet disbkes. Aher 
reading one or two of the ''Moderns" I did not read any more although I 
still bought them to keep the flag flying . The old Union jack and 
Detecti v• Weekly had a special appeal of their own, and that's why l 
often wonder why thes e people who keep bringing back Sexton Blake for 
a short few weeks or months don' t have a real try to bring him back for 
good. I know it would be a winner and when I have given you my ideas of 
how it could be done you may agree I have something . 

Sherlock Holmes with nu gas-lit streets and all the old ­
fashioned settings is still going strong, and much as the Holmes sup­
porters shout about this I still say Sexton Blake was much better to 
read about and enjoy than Holmes, but I mean the old Blake not the 
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modern one . 
To put Blake back on the map for many years to come I would 

launch "The Sexton Blake Weekly." It would be the same size as the 

Detective Weekly with a Ieng complete story of pre-"""' and earlier, 

Sexton Blake. It would also run a weekly tru e llie story of the mos t 

famous people of the time s - TV star,, sports stars, stage stars, etc . 

I would put the cream of the earlier writers and stories that would 

make the "Sexton Blake Weekly" a must. There would be a cover 

second to none, and the most important thi,g of all , I would personally 

write to every newsagent in large print, asking them to give the 

magazine a prominent place on their book counter . I t hink 9p would 

be a £air price . J am sure such a weekly today would have a good sale, 

the old staunch readers would be the re to a man/woman , and l think 

the new generati on would take Blake to their hea.rts . l'o prove a point 

I would also now and then ha\'e a "Modern" Blake story and invite the 

readers t o writ e t o the Editor and give an opinion on the "Old'' and the 

"New," I truly believe this new magazine would be a winner. What do 

you bel.ieve 7 

DID SEXTON BLAKE 

HAVE A BEST PERIOD? 

••• 
by Gordon Scott 

The answer to the question, " did Sexton Blake have a best 

period?" is, 1.1'1 my mind, "NO! " 
For other characters of the past who have &ince ceased publica­

tion, the answer could be "yes ." But for a character who goc, OJ\ and 

on there can &Urely be no best period, and this I will attemp t to prove. 

For in,tance, t:.tke the words of the editor in a 1958 S.B .L ... . 

" On the other hand, an interest in the past decades of Blakian lore is 

perfectly r easonable - if accompanied by an equally healthy interest in 

the contmuation of the Blake evolution ." 
The words he speaks are reasonabl e. One can't be a Sexton 

Bla .ke fan and love , say, 1928 , .ind hat e 1971! 

But just, for a eecond, auppose that Sexton Blake had stayed 

in one period . Do you know what would have happened? He would have 
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become a wishy-w as hy P . I. like one S . Holme s who has, I am thinkin g, 
alr eady overstayed his welc ome in thi s world . 

And when one looks at the way the S. B. L's were bolmd, i t is 
ve.ry unlikely that they would ha ve found th eir way into a rn,rary - and 
look what is happening t oday! Paperba ck and hardback form have 
evolved . 

Through th is continuat ion of publi cat ion, Sexton Blake has 
become like a real per s on to many peop le . He grows as you grow! 

Sexton Blake , to me , is like a persoMl friend, and if he were 
confined to one era , the n it would be like he had suddenly died and that 
the wri t ers wer e s tarting t o wri te sto rie s in memoriam! 

Sexton Blake is ali ve with us t oday . He must continue to gr ow 
a s we grow . Regard Union Jacks, etc . , a s past ca ses of t he world' s 
greatest detect ive - and regard them with enthusiasm and love , a s 1 
do myself . But don' t forget that so mewhere , today , Sex t on Blake is 
still ali ve, solving crimes , righting \llt'ongs, and soon he will be ba clr. 
.nth us, for us to see t hat he's losing none of hls touch . 

Because he is the detecti ve! 
Long live Sext-;;;;-Bl.ake ! 

'*****'*******"** .... *"*****'********"***************•**"'***•***'***11**""* r o ~ i: ~ JI• ~ c; &, gm,. 1 . ,s. 'C2, ,o! . 111 . 126, ,zi. 155, 160. 161. 1~. 
,£,, '74 , • m . m . .ia,. ,i2, .JBI,, JSo. "!1l7, J89, 390, IP.>, IPJ, 1.14, 419, 477, 
~ -•·~ -~.~ . n~~ . n . n~m . m . m . m . m .~ .~ . a. 
921, 924, 925, !l"fl, 9}5, 95} , 951&, 10,6 , ,0,7 , 102', . 1~ . 1o60, 1o61. ·o6:!, , <i>J, ,,11,, 
1!85, 1:l86, 11.C(J. JLU!...I.il: !,1;r1i 1,6, , 600, 704, 720, 721, 722., 816, 822, 824, 
m.~ . m. ~ . ~ . ~ . ~ .m .9~m.•.m , d . m. m .m.m . 
en~. 1:>06, 1007 . 10t6 , 1Cll9, ·019 , 1020, 10.$4 . 103:5. Can cin ~ eop f 1r necuaary tin. 
CGnd l tl on !!:!!f be TH'"/ ,ooo. 
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Nelson Lee Column 
A LE TTER FROM ST . FRANK' S from Jim Cook 

EZRA QUlRKE ! Will t his junior ever be forg o tter.? Will he, 
lik e many famous and infamous characters that go to make up th e 
history of St. Frank's, will he eventually be consigned to the limbc:, of 
the unr.ecalle<l? I don' t think so. .r or his name is forever croppin g up 
for no apparent reason whatsoever. An incident in the Junior Common 
room the other day will show you what 1 mean . I think i t was Walter 
Church of Study D in the Ancient House vmo was in conversatio n with 
McClure of the same study and a break in the hubbub that was going on 
suddenly heard McClure remark • . . " i t was a quirk of fate . . . !" Quirke ! 
The name went round lil<e wildfire . Was he back? Where is he? We 
don't want him here! Questions were being ask ed excitedly until Nipper 
put a st op to the babel by jumping on a chair and shouted for silence . 

There have been some strange people at St . Frank's ; head­
masters1 focm masters , juniors and seniors. 'lls itors and even domes­
tics, but I do\lbt if ever there will be such a mys t erious and exceptional 
junior as Ezr a Quirke . I us e the word exceptional with caution yet 
with confidence for Quirke was a character born far in advance of his 
time . 

His knowledge of th e Occult sciences was tremendous although 
it must be understood Quirke ' s supernatural powers were never 
recorded in depth by the chronicler . For obvious reasons only the lighter 
side of Quirke' s actions and spiritual communication with depar t ed souls 
was allowed to be published . But the whole of St. Frank' & from the 
Head and Nelson Lee down to the fags and the domestics were not to 
know that in later years penetration into the Occult by deep study and 
sc ientifi c resear ch would accept ·Quirke' s powers as a prochronism . 

It is rather a pity that many of the events at St. Frank's were 
recorded pro bono publico rather than the sad truth , but as the years 
were to advan ce the stranglehold that existed preventing the full story 
t o be published were to loosen and a wide and mor e compr ehensive sur ­
vey of the St . Frank's saga would be encouraged . 

The Ezra Quirke st ory demands .fulfilment . There is a lot that 
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Qllizka maka• a r•pparance late at Rait:hmc• Cutle and 
apin &iv•• a di9pl.ay of his extraordinary power• . But the record of 
thd epi9oc1e i.e fitted to the occaeion although a glimpse of the future 
is there for everyone to ... . 

J wondff lt Qllizka will evu return to the echool . He is 
cerblinly a •t:rikin& pu110N1lity. H• ha• that maenetic aura that eotnQ 

people hall8 about them, yet you fHl a eort of cli.ecomfort when in his 
preHnCe . 

A• far u I know, there i• nothing to prevent him making a 
coma-back. He was never put on trial by the police for hi6 alleged con­
spiracy with hu uncle to defraud Singleton and Lord Pippinton . The 
fact that Quirk .. • turning up aiiain durin11 the Raithmere Castle affair 
proves lw! is at liberty to e<> where he likN . He alwaY9 pleads he wao 
under his IDICle' 8 influenc. when he WH at St . Frank'•, 80 it could well 
be that with hu uncle in praon rtill, his return to St . Frank •• could 
be accepted by Or . Staffard . 

At present, Ezra Quirke still lives with an aw,t at Manet 
Donning, a very ancient villa&• about 16 milN from St . Frank'• · His 
actions at Raithmere Cas tle, near Marlt.et Donning, durine a Ch:rietmaa 
party given by Reuie Pitt, were ridiculed becau.e what happened to 
create g!,oat!y visitatiou and my11tcriou• three-cliJn.enirional effecu 
wue in fact created &om a material soarc:e . 

'I1tis event rather detracts than hi!lhli&ht• the supernatural 
powers of Quirke . It is to his credit that u he -• fooled "" was all 
the St. Frank's party . 

Nobody knows what became of the owl that 1188d to sit on 
Quine' s shoulder. We never saw it when Quirk• was at Raithmer• 
Castle . The question often is asked and RVffl Quirke himHlf doesn't 
seem to know or ,..,.., t tell . 

Perhaps - beard it one n:ieht w.allc:ing down Belltan Lane as we 
were retuming &om a visit to BanniDgton cinema . We heard a ecreech 
from Bellbln Wood that was never made by an ordmuy owl . 

B11t I dan't think we have Hen the la s t of Ezra Quirke . We know 
where he lives and I am thinltin& of takine a small party to have our 
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future r ead . If I do I will tell you all about it for what ever old Quirke 
is he ' s certainly capab le of acting as medium. Whether - will believe 
all wha t he tells us is another matter. 

cOa, 

BARRlNG-OUT by R . J. Godsave 

The writing of a barring-out in a sc hool st ory offers very grca t 
•co pe to any authors and enable• them to depart from the usual run of 
incidents to those of excitement and activity . 

Nine months after the first St. Frank's story E . S. Brooks 
wrote the Hunter the Hun series which featured the first barring-out 
in the Nelson Lee Library . Although O.S . No . 151 was entitle d '' The 
Barring-Out at St . Frank's" it was more of a rebellion than a barr:ing­
out. 

After re ceiving tyrannical treatment from Mr . Hunter the 
Remove rebelled and banicaded themselves in the old vaults beneath 
the monastery ruin s situated in a corner of the Triangle. By throwing 
petro l over th e faggot wall Hunter burned the defences down and caused 
the rebels to retreat through the old tunneJ lea d:ing to the deserted 
quarry on Bannington Moor, 

Had it not been for a secret cavern in the tunnel kno•m to 
Nipper, in which the Remo ve were able to hide , the rebellion would 
have collapsed. In due course, th e rebels were ab le to defy Mr . Hunter 
by holding the half-finish ed castle-like building known as 'Willard ' s 
Folly' on Willard 's Island in th e River Stowe against all-comers . 

Making a comparison between th is and the Howard Martin series 
shows tha t the unprepared rebellion by the boys in the Hunter series 
was not repeated. This second rebellion agains t authority was indeed 
a barring-out in its true sense, as the rebel Remove secured t hem­
selves in t he West Wing of the Ancient House. Here tbey had a ki tc hen, 
store rooms stocked with food and a dormitory at their disposal, the 
result of some forethoug ht on th e part of the boys . Whereas , food and 
water supplies in the Hunter rebellion were, more or less, left to 
chance, the defences were ofa frail nature, this was not the case in 
subsequent baning -outs in t he Lee. 

There is no doubt that as Br ooks gathered strength as author of 
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the Nelso n Lee Library he t ightened up loose-ends t hat occurred in 
the very early i ssu es . 

**'*************•**•**********'************-********•••• .. ••••******* 
In th.ts serlts , trlc fayne recalls ~u111• or th e c lneoa i; .nt theatr u h~ lo.n111r1 in c."'lt 
lt.f)Cctabot.lt <lcV"s or h is )'aUQl. 

THE SHIPMAN AND KING CIRCUIT 

I i. l .ars l ook be.ck • I strull7 t.o th e ru. l LY c lnemu . In 01> orU cl t In our 
n cent .1w1.aal I cae.nc.1aned one SJcll c i nema &t swm lng,hl ll, :ind , In t hose l.l.:t.J.S. tl'itre 
~:ea a,-eat can:, other s. When I w.1S a yoW\gs~er. cl nenas h..d 1nc 1vld.Jt l t:.y . 0-.ntns 
or Qll.liU" S did t l'lelr own t>oo•d ng and pl an nea t he tr o't'll'l ~t1 c l1 I aura,c t1 :>:',J t o sul '. 
l.~l r pa t n>n1 . The SfflQ.ll circu i t.$ sa·,, t.ht lr Nnagtrs rrt:t1om t.o pld tlh ·• •, o .. n 
c:arou , to plou£h : b elr :,111n rurrcws, aoo t.o ll lA "..ht l r own Cll!taphDrs , 1 r • : 1r eu1u 
PallD' ~fd orw houu .aft fl l:l'lot her , manager., hardly se eraect t o ha'f'e a YOJ,. 1-.: lr ltl'ffl, 

lH alone a JOUI. 
I L ls d lrr lculL to Lh\1'1.11. Lhat, 1r1 tn t ~r :--tars , a c.rt<;at. .shl:IIIID.ln l lk" \*en 1cn 

t;1:1tl'I or the ~er,.r;l fl&Lon th t·~Lre . 'l\oola have Dn n abl e~ put on ht5 ta sc1 ·-, t lnc :::tiow:i: 
.,.,1lch h1 Ltt.en \'a.J"lf'd In t l1llni! nnd r.cnten t frue.. n lg..'lt te ntrht., 

Or.t i.'h Ut uct!'p t l un t.o t te s,J ll l:'ssorss er lbe e1rr.4t :s .. u :ll.~t :,f Sh tp 2.1n • 
Ki na . S\lt. tht:a wua II n,Jl •;lr :ul• . , ~, 1 :10 c l r.d:4 .l.". ~ e .:l ; eut t \\J.S l' TEr u . : O"NJ t o 
:ou II.I l i~ tVldll ll l LY, 

re- thw beil t or ~· t:l'; lof. w s . & r.. d rcul t s~¥' t t.1: a l 11'-loon J:'I tu ..x. Whir 
1 .,.u a ct- ll cl l ho:t had !! a :.11 elnEcia r.u.aJ t he Hlppoc :·tu» 111 nJh:c 11. Sot. 1~ t1eron 
ti':<' l'ta r the:ii ,: 1oSl'Q l l a:-d 'fl"'r l'tl , h .. f l nf' n~"" (lllba.ss1 In t '"-"t T,;a lnt l it tl e ~own. 

Jr.t or tl a ties t "J.:>aom '! ln!Y.ns I know u: t.ht, i.zus );' at. £s.,...u·. f ""l :1 th • :it :-t- ts 
w11.;JU11J 111 t.hat Ltf ci:,.1J1 "" r.i°..t'd Ccl\flllara s a,ncJ t!'.c · r.llt.f C ~11.;n:is tD"l"c.!"d~ t b< ser.ffl. 
Th, f°":1.IIC. t .s prr r•c:. •l• *l f'II' l e: .,11. C:v .. :'I t..alt)' . li:t Ct"buss;.v at r.sn ... r c1tN ·s 11a1nly 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
FEBRUARY 1922 

There is another scandal of sor ts in Hollywood. A man named 

William Desmond Taylor was found murdered on February !st, and film 

stars like Mabel Normand and Mary Miles Minter have been called to 

give evi dence at th e inquest , So far, nobody has been charged with the 

mw-der . 
There has been another full month of the Rebellion Series in 

the Rook14•ood stor ies in the Boys' friend. In "Jimmy Silver' s )OW'ney " 

Jimmy was being sent home , expelled b)' ~tr . Manders . But Jimmy got 

away from tho prefect who was seeing hll1\ o!I, and ret urned to Rook­

wood , and we had "Jimmy Silver's Barring-Out " In "The figh t ing 

Fourth ," Mr . Manders called in a number of tough bargees to help him 

put down the rebellion In "A Fight to the Finish ," Mr . Dalton took a 

hand, though he had been sacke d by Mr Manders. Mr . Dal ton sent the 

bargees packing , stoppe d the rebellion, and took command of the sc.hool 

unt il the Head could return. This has heen a long ser ies (thou5h each 

story these days has been pretty shor~) . Though theze is a sameness 

about barring-ou t series , thi s one has been quit e good in its way. 

The Schoolgirls' 014"1 (2d) has given away a souvenir of the 

coming Royal Wedding There is a new pap<'r out called "Sports fun" 

(2dJ which 1s mainly about football It co~taU1s two pages of drawings 

by Tom Webster, the famous cartoonist of the Daily Mail . 

Flour has gone up in pr ice . and the cost of a large loaf has 

gone up to ten pence . 
A man named Edward Black has been found guilty of murdering 

his wife in Bodmin by putting ar senic in her food . An msurance com­

pany, the City Equitab le Fire Insura nce Co . , ha• cras hed , and sevetal 

of the officials have been arreste d . 
The Gem has been absolute ly Cirot -class this month . The stun­

ning series about r ivalry between St . Jim's and Rylcombe Gramma r 

School has continued for J more weeks , It has been a grea t series . In 

"Wacky Dang of Rylcombe," Gordon Gay t...-ned up a t St . Jim'• as an 

Indian prince. In "Grundy and the Grammar School ," the great Grundy 

decided to take matter• int o his own hands and dea l with the Grammar 
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School. Needl ess to say, he was unsuccessful, bu t Gordon Gay was 
sen tenc ed by his Headmaster to be flogged . In the f.inal tale or the 
series , "St. Jim's to the Rescu e," the St. Jim's churns had a pl.m t o 
make Dr . Monk grateful to Gay, so that Gay might be let off his nogg · 
ing . They failed . A really great series of its type. 

Final of the month "Taking Down Aubr ey Racke" was tip-top . 
Racke cau sed Grimes , the grocer's boy, to fall off his bike • and then 
disgraced himsel£ when Grim es insisted on fighting him . The tale 
ended wi:h Rack e despised by every one , but it will continue next wee~ . 

On the back of the las t Gem of the month was a picture of 
Martin Cliffo r d . He looks young , very good-looking, and really 
ext inguished. 

Landru, the Fr enchma n who murdered 10 ,vomen and a boy, has 
been executed in France . 

The pri ce of elec tricity has been decreased by 25% all over the 
country The cheape&t towns in the country for electricity are 
Wimbledon and Guildford . 

A lairly good month in the cinemas. The one I really liked the 
best was George Arliss in "Disraeli." Lon Chaney was in "T he Penalty ;' 
Monte Blue in "The Fi ghting Schoolmaster" (that sounded like Mr . 
Dalton, but wasn't). Fay Compto n in '' Judge Not;" Anna Q. Nillson in 
"Why Girls Leave Home;" a nd, finally, Jack Holt and Wanda Rawley in 
an exdting film named " Held by the Enemy ." 

A mar vellous transformation has ta ken place in the Popular . 
It has been permanentl y enlarged to 28 pages, and the price has gone 
up to tuppence . The Cedar Creek series has sta rt ed with the story 
..... here Frank Richards reaches Canada and first meets his cousin, Bob 
Lawless. The Greyfriars stories are a wonderful series wher e Vernon· 
Smi th dec ides t o get rid of all his enemies from the school. The only 
new tale is the one about St . Jim's , but tha t is not by the rea l writer 
of St . Jim' s so it doesn't coun t for much . Rookwood is represented by 
an old series about an early Rookwood barring-out . There is a painting 
co mpetition , a serial "Gan Waga's Island" by Sidney Drew , and a free 
plate of a L .N.W .R . engine . A sp lendid paper, and I have now order ed 
i t every week . It also contains a 3-page Bill>• Bunter's Weekly, which 
is awfully silly, bu t awfully good fun . I have always liked the Popular, 
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and it is now bet t er t han ever . 
Whil e the Gem and th e Boys' Friends and th e Pop are so very 

good , the poor old Magne t limps a long, a long way behind . First story 
was "The Remove Rugger Team . 0 Then a new series started with "M.r 
Bunter - For m- Mas te r" in which Wally Bunte r com es to Greyfriar s to 
bec om e master of th e Firs t Form . l suppose we have t o forget tha t 
Wally is Bi lly' s double - and th e sa me age . In "Th e Bunt er' s Conspir­
acy," Bill y and Sammy Bunter plan t o make things hot for Wally 

In "The Mystery of the Warning. " Mr Wally Bunter gets a 
warning to the eff ect that "Someone is coming int o your Form , and 
into your life. who will make thin gs decidedly unpleasant for you Be 
on your guard " Two new boys arr ive • Newman and Sr,,.ith . Newman 
is acc us ed of stea ling a stamp, and S1TUth and Locler plot t o get Wally 
the sack . Newma n is expelled, Jnd Wall y fights Lo<ler - "a terrifi c 
s ledgehammer blo w swept Loder away ." But th e Head is displeased 
wit h Wally, and is also sor ry t rot Newman was unjust ly expelled. It 
all goes on next mont h, unfortunately . 

Doug has some Sext on Blake Librar ies t his mont h . "The Cas e 
of the Cultured Pearls" intr oduced George Marsden Plummer . "The 
Derelicts '' Wll & a sea ta le about someo ne named Laban Creed , and "T he 
Mot o r Coach Mys t ery' ' was a good one about Kew a nd Ca.rlac . 

EDITORIAL COMMENT : ;,l•nty of q;-, t.H"l es cue QUI. or Foll.)'wood en ~e11u1011, 
out none was oort s 1.r11ng, U,on t.?lt na1 ·11re l:li:Eit?l or W1l lJt111DOsoM t1'.)'lo :- • Itt , ;,; 
bUllet 1:- h is ~a.:X du rt nc t"ie f\\'tnlr!l cir Fe:iruar, · • s t , 1922 . ic,y lor, tilaJel"' , lt!it • 
Q'S t et'IO:l3 c:harae t.ie:r. H IS ~UT.1:.arge lllf..i5 F:ngl 11tHru: , , b:lt little IS kr.<Nn ot r.u llh 
r,trore r., 19pe ar t?d on th t Hcl :,Y,.r.cd ;c;g, e fllS I i:Urtc:t c.r. lie d 1t'1?c:.ed 113?1." success ful 
r r 1:u, i nc l W21n; MYtrill or J1o.ry Pl:trord • s. Flt-had 1,urua h1S n lt u . am aht ;u rd 
nothlt'li rroo h l 11 tt ll 1he Jaw him ont 11"·18'i 11'1 Lr. a IIU. s;i;a.E rO'r 1~s alt er ti t "tn \ 
oot. or hi!r ! Jrt. 

l'hC' ,:airau se:~a to tc n,t1.,•ln1 . Sc:.h lnil M S no :en . ~ poalt. 1ontnc ) f 
Lht '11':l und tn hi & b~ olAd ~h, :> .. l l et.· ho l es In hh clo thlfli pr'O\'t!O Ll'Ult ht !'lad ~t i"! 
inonatne wl lh !".Is ~!:l...,cs ato·,c h la haDO ... he:-. U,e 3hot. "'u tl r t-a, ':'aylor h&J b~n uf'il r,1 
a dr iv e acalnst -:.ht narccit1es rar.t<t!L bUt th-ere '!las :-,o btlle t t hat hi• death #0.!I a 
rt!IJ.lt of ti.IS aeU\ ' l t.lu In Lhl C :11rtc.Uo:i . 

The- tnquut wu &caet.hl f'\i or o1 un $at. lona l ; rial. 11.:,,be.l \'0:-mn:1 w:as llnlTl'l'l': 
t J han cal hd on t:111 not. Lona bf fcre h IQ.I kl lltd. 1,. '1·.1u .r 01<1 .st.ar •,!JRd Nary 
ru l u 11.Jntfr Ma openly ano pnSJl:IMte..lt In l o<Jt Ml lh h111, !<urt,y llf lebb :iu.--s ·11ere the 
Dc\lcla.s No.:t un, AR:t ?::,ii P'ur1IN1et vtd t hf'H geopt • tut.H l!a to hu:-1ne a ro :. lttt\llo 
UIQ' wt re • t. d lnn tr , It "as a st:-cl'lge .rr 1 1r lfflt. tl J.tnY NIXIUTS. Niltti r,;;r-r;:r:w.1 h.lO a 
f ll.D "1'11ck.Q" aDOUt LO i,, rehasec. tL 'IIIU ~el~•a . D'Jt was: ~Vtf'IWAlt, rtl tUfO ar.d O 
succeaa . 7\1 t !l l s daf t he aJ rdtrt'r or T41lo r h• .t nnu :iee.n r:iund, ncr hu a:q r eu on 
ror thl! aun:t er co n di ,:covere d. 



THOSE MAGNlfl CENT MEN 
IN THEIR BORUlG MACHINES 
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by ) .E.M . 

Mole-like vehicles which can carry men beneath the earth's 
surface - ought one to call them "subte nines" 7 - are old f.lvouri tes 
of popular fiction. Not so long ago, the T . V. puppet series 
"Thunderbird s'' boa st ed a mechanical device of this kind. More recent !~ 
the Black Sapper, who was delighting readers of the~ a generat ion 
ago, reappeared com plete with his underground machine, the "Worm, " 
in the pages of Kotspur . Mention "bo ring machine" to any veteran 
r eader of boys• papers and alrnost ce rtainl y i t will t,e the Sapper's 
name which springs to his mind . But the Sapper never had th e field to 
h1mself . 

Around 1931, and only a year or two after he had made his bo•N 
in the Rover, another and similar charac ter called Cordova popped up 
in the then new paper, Bullseye . The evidence, however, does not 
suggest that he was a crib from the Sapper. Quite possibly the revers< 
in fact . For, in 1927, appr oxima tel y twoyearsbeforetheSapper•s 
debut and four years befor e Cordova' s appearance in Bullsey e , the 
Sexton Blake Lib rary published a story callecl "The Case of th e Human 
Mole" (No . 91, Second Series). T his introduced a boring-machine 
operator to whom Cordova bears a particularly striking resemblance, 
but who might also have inspired the Sapper's creation as .... ell. Thls 
charac t er . named Steff son, was dubbed like Cordova as the "Human 
Mole," and even ant icipated him in physical a ppearance . His under­
ground machine, to o, foreshadowed at least one characteristic of 
Cordova• sin having only a single drilling-head (the Sapper's "Worm, '' 
by contra st, was a re versible vehicle with drills fore and aft) . More 
r emarkable and significant still, Steffson and Cordova each used his 
machine to effect the dramatic rescue of a criminal from th e eondemnei 
ce ll, and this incident was only one of many narrative similarities 
betwee n the S. B . L . story and the Bullseve series. 

lt is, in fact, arguable that~ om their different names, 
Steffson and Cordova were one and the 5ame character. The writer of 
the S. B . L . story was Houghton Townley who had already contributed 
t o the pr e-First World War paper, FLll'l and Fiction - .!~ from 



Page 28 

~ many~~ later r eprint ed in Bullseye . The chances are, 
the refore, that the~ Cordova stories were originally written 
by Townley far Fun and Fiction . Whether or not this is the case (can 
any C . D. readers help in tracing the Bullseye ya rns back to F . and F?). 
t her e is no doubt tha t Houghton Townley• s " ll uman Mole" creation pre­
dates the Black Sapper . 

Even Townley , however , was probably not the • first and only 
begetter' of the boring-machine theme . I hav<a ;,, front of me a copy of 
Fun and Fiction i t self for 16th March , 1912, containing a story about a 
fantastic machine called ' ' Kiss , th e Iron Beetle." Though not strictly 
a boring machine - the oddly-named " Kiss" use d articulated steel claw s 
to ma ke its way throug h the earth : - thi s too mus t be considHr-<l ,,ne 
of the ear ly if somewhat less pla usibl e "subterrines ." Perhaps, r emem­
bering hi s connection with F . and F . , Townley had a hand in this one, 
too .. . 7 

But no doubt the whole idea of the underground ma chine will 
prove to belong t o a s till earlier period, though I don't r ecall it as a 
cr eation ol any of the great science-fiction writers . Jules Verne, for 
instance, did not , as I remember , use a device of this kind in his 
"Journey to the Centre of th e Earth .' ' Nor can I recall a "a ubte rrine" 
among fl . G . Wells• s many brilliant inventions. Students of science 
fiction have spent a good deal of time and trouble es tablishin g which 
were th e earliest accounts of journeys int o space . Who, I wonder , will 
definitively identify the very first story of a vehicular journey under 
the earth? 

*********w***********~***ri** *********• ..... --***1t*****'****"'*******h 
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NE.WS OF T~E CLUBS 
MIDLAND 

Meeting held on 14th December, 1971. 

Page 29 

Everyone would agxee that th e 1971 "Grand Study Foed" was as 
fine an introduction to the Festive Season as one could wish for and a 
fitting conclus ion to the year's programme in the Midland•! In all , 
a dozen enthusiasts attended this vuy jolly party, all bearing offerings 
of varied suitab le and seasona l nature, until our dining tab le was truly 
"gxoaning with good things '' (as George Chatham has been known to 
observe) . 

Space precludes a full catalogue of all the Christmas (are -
consumed, but mention must be made of Chaizman Ivan Webster's now 
traditional giant pork pie ; of President Jack Corbett's splendidly 
labelled bottles of remarkably efficaciol45 "Cough Cure " attributed to 
one , Gosling, recently back from Jere .z, one concluded ; finally of 
Gerald Price• s superb Stilton chees e, which could well ha\le originated 
his quotat ion "Eng land hat h need of thee: " A ..,ondrous repast indeed 
thanl<s to all who contribute d such appetising fare. 

Amid all the merriment, Tom Porter managed to present his 
cus to mary Anniversan, Nwnber, Nelson Lee Library (New Series) No. 
189, "The Peril of th<r Haunted Room," dated 14th December , 1929, 
plus t he Collectors' Item being the Wernham Opus for 1971, "The 
Mysterio us X, " which wa• much admired . 

We were also delighted to have with us Mrs . Hamilton -Wrig ht 
with news of t he impending publication of her biography o( her famous 
uncle, Charles Hamilton, in the near future . 

Ultimately, the last tout having been proposed, the final 
crwnbs conswned, amid much well-wishing and great good hwnour, we 
all dispersed into the njght, Chr istmas bound with our respective 
families [and many promises of a good read over t he holiday, if persona l 
condition s afforded that singular luxury, for singular it must be indeed) . 

Our February Meetlne will take place at the Bizmingha.m 
Theatre Centre on Tuesday, 29th (Leap Year: ) from 7 .30 p.m . onwards . 

!AN BENNETT, Vice-Chairman . 
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CAMBRIDGE 

Six devotees have forme d a Cambridge Old Boys' Book Club , 

and the Pr esident. W. 0 . G. Lofts , an authority in th e fie ld , has 

attended two meetings at tl,e home o[ the Chairman , Danny Posner, 

at J Long Road, Cambridge . 
Be sides meeting monthly, members hope to take an active 

part in the hobby, and tl,e first project will be a study or the life and 

background of John Nix Pentelow, who was born at Somersham, near 

St. Ives, ts miles fr om Cambridge. 
The Club hope to mark the cen tenary of Pentelow' s birth on 

March 26, 1872, with a lw,cheon and exhibition in or near Somersham 

next month, and plans are in hand for a publication to celebrate the 

occasion. 
Mr . Po sner has promised to write an appreciation of Pentelow' s 

work, Jack Overhill a retrospective piece on the stor ies as he remem­

bers them from his youtl, , and Deryck Harvey a survey of memories o r 

Pentel ow in Somersham today. 
Mr, Lofts will write a potted biography of Pentelow , 

Founder members of the Cambridge Club also include Bill 

Thurbon (Secretary), Vic Hearn and Michael Holliday, and the Chairman 

has already been interviewed for regional television and ra dio , and a 

s tory has appeared in the local evening press . 
Three new members, Harold Forecast or Cambridge, who has 

been writing for "The Rover " for the past six years, E. Armitage, 

headmaster or Soham (Camb s.) Grammar School, and R . Underhill of 

Harlow, Essex, were attending the January meeting . 

• • • 
NORTHERN 

Meeting of January 8th, 1972 . 

The raw, foggy weather did not deter a round dozen members 

attending the opening meeting of 1972 . 
After the Library had been attended to , we were formally 

welcomed by our Chairman, Geoffrey Wilde . 
Correspondence included a letter of apprec ia bon from Eric 
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Fayne of thAI Club'• illwninatad t .. timonial presented to him as a 
tribute t,o ha aditarllbip of the C. D. an the occuian of the JOOth issue. 
Be had received it (app:oFiately enough) an Christmas Eve and been 
greatly moved and plaalled by it. 

Thm'• was also a !attar from Breeze Bentley with information 
that he has F •J?U• d a talk en the Rookwood Scffle, wlw:h we look 
tor-rd to '-ring probably at our May meeting. \ 

A long di,icu .. ian an Modarn Youth - Is It Witerate? broke 
out apontaneously. No concluian arrived at: best 1111mmed up by thia 
limerick &om Magnet 1263: 

Dicky Nugent, of literary fame, 
As an author has made quite a name . 

His epellin& - ah, well! 
It' s so hard to tell 

Whether Didty or Twigg is to blame . 

After refreshmente, John Cox gave us hi• selections of "DeNrt: 
Island'' books. His choice, which he made known with apt and witty 
comment, was "Boys Will Be Boys ," the "BIDlter Court" Magnets, and 
"William and the Evacuees ." Like William, John overcame all difficul­
ties and was "rescued" in time to go home at 9 .2 0 with the rest of us . 

NOSILLA JAY 

""" 
SY'ONEY I AUSTRALIA 

An unforgettable evening -• enjoyed by members through 
the generosity o{ member Ran Brockman and bis wife Marion. On the 
evening of Tuesday, December Ht:h, mmnbars pressed the button oi 
the intercom at the door of '11,e Graduates Club and, in the best Blake 
tradition, gave the secret password " Mr. Brockman party." Having 
gained admittance thus, they_... Wlhered into the irmer sanctum 
where the atmosphere o{ old world hospitality surrounded them with 
the Spirit of Christmas . 

Seated at the tutefully decorated table in the soft candlelight , 
members were regaled with a rich and varied m""" featuring gastron­
omical delights which gladdened the hearts of all . A fitting climax to 
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the meal was a giant Christmas pudding, which together with the 
"flaming" coffee, gave a charrrul,g Dickensian touch to this superlative 
eve ning . 

Greeting• fr om friends far and near were conveyed by the 
Secretazy, including meS&age& of goodwill from Arth11r Holland of 
Wellington, N .S . W. , Albert Vernon of Victoria, Jack Hughes of 
Queensland, Bill Hall of Hammondville, N.S.W . , David Hobbs of U.S.A . , 
Jim Cook, N.Z . , and laat but not least our good friend, Josie Packman . 
A very clever greeting card drawn by Bob Whiter was much appreciated, 
as was the Souvenir Menu of the Lw,cheon to celebnte the Silver 
Jiib_i1ee of Collectors' Digest ror which thank• are due to Eric Fayne 
for his most thoughtful geatl1re. 

Thanks wer e expreued t o our moot generous host and hostess, 
Ron and Marion, for a memorable Christmas Party, and the Secretary 
suggested that the nerl club meeting in February, 1972, be held at 
her home with members a• her guests and the invitation was accepted 
with enthusiasm by all present. 

B. PATE 

Hon. Secretary . 

• * • 
LONDON 

East Dulwich once again and the hospitality of Josie Packman 
and with a good attendance to enjoy same. After report s from tho 
librarians, there were discussions on "Man Alive" T. V. programme 
with one or two extract& played OVflr by Brian Doyle, on who made the 
film "The Cheque Fraucf' a Sexton Blake mystery, th e new Howard 
Baker catalogue and Mary Cadogan' s "Questions ." The latter wa& the 
last item on the agenda and after Reuben Godsave answered the Nelson 
Lee questions there was quite a long informal discussion on the sub­
ject which everyone thoroughly enjoyed . 

Previousl y, Roger Jenkins conducted a "Picture Qu.iz" which 
the late Gerry Allioon sent him some t .ime ago. Eric Lawrence was 
the winner of this enjoyable competition . Bob Blyt he read extracts 
from the February 1954 newsletter, and whilst on the subject of news-
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letters there was a copy of one from the newly-formed Cambridge 
0 .8 .B .C . availab le for membero' per usal. A motion was passed wislun€ 
the Cantabs all th e very best in their new venture . 

The Annua l General Meeting will take place at the Richmond 
Community Centre on Sunday, 20th of February . Kindly inform Don 
Webster if intending to be pr ese nt . 

A truly happy and jolly meeting to start 1972 . 

UNCLE BENJAMIN 

• * * 
A TOAST TO GRANDDAD 

Congratulations to Don Webster, the London Club' s lates t 
grandfather . A bonny , bouncing grandson . ls he entered for 
Greyfriars 7 

***'***********ii***'***•*******""**'***'*************'*"''********'****'**** 

The Posbnan Called (Interesting items from the 
Edi tor's lett er -bag) 

BILL LOFTS (London): Maxwell Scott , creator of Nelson Lee, 
stated that he lived at No. 131A Grays Inn Road - now t he s ite of 
th e B lue Lion public house . Curious ly a place I have o~en had lunch , 
whilst visiting t he Sunday Times building nearly opposite . Mr . H. W. 
Twyman, Edit or of t he Union Jack, was never quite happy with his 
serialisation of 'The Adventures of Ralph Rash l eigh, ' and we discussed 
this often on its authenticity - personally I likewise am not too happy 
on a "James Tucker" being th e true original a uthor . 

W. SHARP.E (Box Hill , Australia) : November C.D . is recently to 
hand . Harold Truscott' s remarks, to me, savour of the very thing of 
which he accuses Roger Jenkins, i . e . ar rogance . I have re-read Rager · s 
remarks (t o which H .T . ta kes exce ption) and must repudiate Harold 
Trusc ott' s c:riti cism of them. 1 particularly resent the imputation 
t o Roger of the outlook "be caus e I have been st udying and writin i? of 
th e Magnet for so long , I have a special right of proprietorsh i p over 
the assessmen t of this magazine ." 
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So far as I'm concerned Roger has provided more enjoyment, 

as well as meaty and fascinating theories, about the Magnet than any 

othe r writer in the history of our hobby, ju,t as you yourself have 

done about the Gem . 
H. T's rem.u-ks indicate a chip on the shoulder and bespeak an 

inferiority complex. Any mature studen t of Greyfriars, that I have 

ever had dialogue with, regards the post-war Bunter book$ as but a 

shadow of the best vintage Magnets ( though indeed welcome for all 

that). 
Equally do I r esent the slur on Bill Lofts . Without Bill's 

re search work the hobby would be far poorer and I believe the great 

mass of us view him as the peer of research en. 
No, sir. A challenger brash enough to take on both Roger 

and Bill, will have to be a man of stature who can logically establish 

his challenge, not one who hurls wild sta tements and unfair insinua­

tions at them. I have no doubt that like the Rock of Gibraltar, they 

can s tand wintry weather . 

Fr. FRANCIS HERTZBERG (Wir:ral): Blake's brother Nigel appeared 

in Detective Weekly Nos. 1, 2 and 4. His father appeared as early as 

this , at least. 
With regard to Howard Baker's novel 'Scanda l Street,• the 

Street is of course that Fleet Street which is the setting for &o many 

of the 4th and Sth Series: and indeed it includes Splash Kirby, and 

even a glimpse of Craille - but no Blake. (A &ituation parallelling 

the Watson without Holme s • Angels of Darkness' .) 

E. S. H. HOLMAN (Leigh-on-Sea): Many thanks indeed for the 25th 

Anniversary Number of Collectors ' Digest . 
The most inter<?sting part t o me was the career of Edwy 

Searles Broo ks . Despite the fact that your contributor refers to this 

excellent author as having produced a sto ry every week, I did have the 

privilege of 'butting in' t o this sequence. A story of mine about 

St. Frank's, called "Saints versus Friars" appeared in a Nelson Lee 

about November, 19 30. 

LEONARD M. ALLEN (Bournemouth): Mention of the Firefly in the 



P,1ge 35 

£clitor.iaJ laet December rem.inded me ol the day I purcha.ed No. I 
instead of my w,ual comic. This would be Wednesday, March 14th, 
1914; the main ind1Aeemant was a gift o( a large bar of Sharp'a Kreemy 
Toffee given away with ueh copy . Remarkab~ value for one halfpenny 
it consisted of twenty pages el though its predeceseor, F.., & Fiction , 
had thirty-six but was double the price. Several thinly d.isguisad 
characters from the latter were introclw:ed in the Finfly including 
Abel Dawit, a nephew of Adam Oawit, both milliONire detectiva; the 
Fire Fighter& bee.,me the Fire Kings and •mongst the comic strips 
Gertie Goodsort became Gertie Gladeyes whilst Daisy Dimple became 
Maisie Jlladcap . I continued with the paper for •bout another year until 
it changed to the full page comic. It wasn't until sixteen years later 
before ai,ything similar was published and then two papers . . . . the 
Bull&eye and the Startler. Many of the old F. & F. and Firefly 
illustrations reappeared but with different more up-to-elate stories . 

DESMOl'iO KADISH (Hendon): Regarding Mary Cadogan's interHting 
pen-sketch on JEmima Carstairs in the ''C.D . Annual," J .,.,ag struck by 
her disc!.osure that "Ida Melbourn e" was really Mr . L . E. Ransome. 

1 ask because in 1968 I purchased a Merlin paper bac k for 
chi.ldren call ed "Secret Agents All" by Ivor MeD>ourne, which featured 
an "up-dated" version of Susan Clifton and her Great Dane, who were 
popular u, the girl& ' papers in the late tW2nties and early thirties . 
Who really wrote this - Mr. RanllOme, or someone else7 

Ivor Melbourne,! believe,wrote quite a few stories in •uch 
papers a• ''Champion'' and "Triumph,'' ..nd, of course, cc,ntributed as 
"lda" to the girl9 ' papers; "°• too, did Ronald Fleming and ha "1Jlster'' 
Rhoda! 

k would be interesting to know how many pen-names wu-e 
actually used by Mr. R.lnsome. 

LE.N WORMULL (Romford): Richard Barthelmeu, atar or Shore 
Leave with which you were associated as film accompaniat (see Annual), 
... as one of my earliest screen favourites. I have 1ec, aeveral of hi• 
filma at the National Film Theatre, including Way Down East and 
Broken Blossoms (Lillian Gish), Tol ' abl.e David and Dawn Patrol. I 
-• more often intaresttd in the piano effect• or veteran Arthur Dulay 
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than t he film itself . ~vlouly , a flood working knowled&e of tu 
c:leu!cs wa• euantia!l for this art-lCIDII. 

Barthelm•• -..- nblmed to 6lm8 aft..- the war a11cl di.a 
of c:..cer in 1963 after a btc illneS1 . 1Jllian Gbh wrote in.lwr memoirs 

that lu< hacl the .molt beautiful face ever to appear be£or,i • ~ . 

With all her hand9ome laadlne n,en, Ille lmeeU nevu manied, ancl WU 

much devoted to rutc Dorothy who a1ao ,tarn!d with Barthelme•. 

(Editoria l . ~: In~ with thl Annu.l art:icle, Ray 

aopluns s ... ld9 llS tha wormation that Clan Bow, referred to ln the 

article, diec! re.;ently in • inantal home . Grateful thanks to l!IAIIY who 
have written concerninc the article . ) 

JIM coax {New ZMlud)t 1 wu var, eo:a:y to - an expren lon 
oraep in whlch really donn' t belon11 to our old papen and book• . The 

C.D. and C.D.A. hav•, eo far, uchewed the ~ivlllHI that 
ac1orn• new1paper11 aru! m1pzines today ma kept strictly to the t•or 
that u to be f,oQnd in our hobby literature. I relcr, of cour1e, -to 

R.aymaad C11r6' • c:rw1,t expreffioft "Gtt 1tuffe<f' on page 17 af the 

current C. D. 

**'****'******H****'*1'1*'*****'*'"****'* ..... ****'***'*H*:l*******•._*l'H ... 
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