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THIS MONTI-J'S SPECIALS 

· 80 Issues of tb.e Bullseye s, 1931/2/3 . Best offer for the 
lot. 
Bound Volume of the Bullseye . 1933 , Jan , ·June, £8. 
Editorial Copy, regret some mutilation hence low pri ce . 
RED ARROW, Thomson . SI copies, No, 1 to 53. 29 
and 34 missing, £32. Rather scarce periodical, only 53 
No's issued . RANG ER bound, fine black cloth as new. 
New Series l ·21, £18. Also loose is sues. PALS bound , 
rather amateuri sh cover , contents uncut, vg. , Nos 1-17, 
New Series 1923, scarce. TRIUMPH bound , fine fawn 
cloth , as new . 495-520, 1934, £16. Another amateur 
binding, £12. BOYS' FRIEND bound. Nos . 1·51, limp 
card cove rs, uncut copies, £15. 
OTHER BOUND Volumes include· Lees, Scouts, Y. 
Britain, Girls ' Friend, Magnet, Gem, Film Fun, Klnema 
Comic, Chums, BOA's, Turpins , Modern Boys, etc., etc. 
Thousands of loose copies . , 
Here's wishing my friends/customers all the very best for 
Xmas and the New Year! 
~ prices paid for the odd item or complete collection. 
Shop around for offers if you like, but see me last for the • 
best offer! Visitors always welcome anytime, rut please 
ring first. The larges t stocks a nywhere at your disposal ! 

84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

UPPER NORWOOD 

LONDON SEl 9 2HZ 

Thi. 01· 771·9857 
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Christmas does not need any long speeches, It ls Christmas, and those 

chums of mine who are of older growth know what It is when memory 

plays on the strings of life. 
Some, when they think of Christmas, like to picture old England 

In the grip or the fro st with stinging white roads on which the horses ' 

hoofs clatter, and a pale blue sky, with scarlet hips and haws bobbing in 

the bare hedges, and the ring or the skates on the vlllage pond, while from 

far away across the valley comes the clash and crash of the Christmas 

bells. Others like the soft, mild Christmas, with sp ring whispering at 

the door . It is all according to taste . 

&t Christmas means love and peace on earth; a roaring log fire, 

a good book to read, and a whole heap of cheery wishes all round. 

So often during the year I have, In my editorial , been grumbling 

about something or other, l fear. Christma s is not the time for grumbling. 

It is possi ble to crowd all the good feellng in the world into Christmas-

time 1973. 1bere wlll be room. 
It ls possible to send to the rlghtabout the unhappy memo ri es of 

llfe, Just as It ls possible to get a good firm hold of the me ssage of the 

Christmas bells • a message of peace and kindne ss . 

l 'm cheating. Most of the ideas which I have just written down 

were expressed by editor Hinton in one of the Companio n Papers over 

fifty years ago. Maybe the roaring fire, mentioned above, gave me 

away . It was an editonal which l, ever the 8~nlimentalist, have always 

loved and remembered. And that Is my only excuse tor passing these 

old Christmas thoughts on to you now. 

So have a wonderful time, this Christmas. May Yuletide bring 

some thing wonderful to every one of you. God ble ss you all. 

CHRISTMAS TREBLE NUMBER 

Up ti ll 1917 almost a ll periodica ls had their Double Numbers at 

Christmas time. Some of us looked forward to them all the year through, 

and those ur us who were not about at that time, to enjoy them when they 

origina ll y appeared , get a great lclck out of brow si ng over them all these 

years late r . So we are well acquainted with Christmas Double Numbers, 

I, howe ver, have only ever com e across one Chr istmas Treble Number. 

In 1905 the " Marvel" bad pa ssed under the contro l of that grea t 

Edwardian editor I Hamilton Edwards. And he it was who pre sented the 
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Christma s Treb le Number of the Marve l - price 3d . The main attraction 
was a 70,0 00 word story of Jack , Sam and Pete, enti tled "Pete's 
Chri stm as . " The length of stories in those days, and, in fact, of plenty 
of many years later , inc luding the Sexton Blake tale s of the twenties - is 
somethin g to mar vel at. It is certain ly evidence of the popula rity of the 
three adventurers in those ~ ys , and this long tale was described as the 
third , full-length story of the chara cter s . 

&it tha t was only half of it . There were in addition a long 
comple te ghost story entitl ed "The Ghost of Abbeycroft" by Reginald Wray; 
a complete detec tive s tory by Cedri c Wolfe entitled "At Dead of Night"; 
a complete school story "by a popular author" entit led "Armitage ' s Fir st 
Term": a long ins ta lment of a school se rial by Henry St . John; plus 
articles , Jokes, cri cks , et c . 

As a novelty the treble i ssue was "edi ted by Pete" , and it was said 
that Pete's editoria l was worth, in itse lf, the 3d. which the whole issue 
cos t. The tota l number of words In t he issue was 150,000. Truly they 
gave value for money in those days . 

It is impossib le to say whether the venture was a success, 00.t, 

so far as I know. there was not another Christmas Treble Number. 

SIR ALAN COBHAM 

The recent death of that great British airman, Sir Ala n Cobham , 
re minds us that the fir st ser ial about Ken King of the Isla nds in Modern 
Boy was stated to have been written by him. Even though the names of 
both Sir Alan Cobham and Char le s Hamilton were linked together in the 
author 's by 4 line under the lil.l.e, Lhere we.re many re ferences , over a 
number of weeks , to Sir Alan as the "author of our South Seas serial." 

Many yea!'s la~er, Charle s Hamilto n cl aime d tha t he neve r knew 
anything of the occur rence, which , as we have pointed out before, was 
really unli.kely , The common sense explanat ion was that Cobham was 
paid for the use of his famous name, and the author was paid to all ow 
another man's name to be credited to the story. It is merely a matter 
of pas sing interest nearly fifty years later. 

A gre at man , Sir Alan Cobham, whose name will always be 
remembe red in aviation circles, even though we cannot credit him with 
those superb "King of the Islands" stories. 
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WHERE ' S MY C. D. 7 

nu s magazin e ls pri nted In York, and the finished copies come 

in large parce ls, early ea ch month, to Excelsior House . To avoid 

delay s, we always pay the not inconsiderab le "spe cial delivery" charge 

on ea ch par cel, and , on top of that, VAT has to be paid on the postal 

charge s . Though the Aldershot deliverie s have, up till recently, been 

fair ly good , the November iss ue, travelling under "spec ial de li very" 

flags ,. took exactl y a wee .k In transit. The explanation given for this 

sudde n deterioration In the par cel se rvice s Is that par ce ls for the 

Alde rs hot area, "In the inte rests of efficie ncy", are now carried beyond 

Aldershot for sorting - in fact, to Southampto n, about 60 miles away . 

Once sorted , the pa rce ls tor this area are se nt, three times a day, by 

arti culat ed lorries, back to Aldershot. 

Owing to the Chri stmas holidays, the January is sue will almo st 

certainly be a day or two late , even if the post offi ce gets Its affairs In 

ord er. Please be patient. 

THE MOST WONDERFUL NEWS OF TI-IE YEAR 

Two of our mos t enthusiastic supporters - both of them Sexton 

Blake fans - will have be come man and wife by the time you read these 

lines . Bette Pate, whom I have loved from afar for a long time for her 

unselfishness and swee tness and wisdom , is marrying Vic Colby, whom 

I have always admir~d (or his loyalty and commo n sense . In far off 

Aus t ralia , this happy pair marry at about the same time tha t the only 

daugh ter of our beloved Queen weds the man of her choice. What a 

splendid item with which to wind up the Old Year's edito ria ls . 

On behalf of our readers, this magazine wishes long life and 

happine s s to Mr. and Mrs. Vic Colby. We are Jus t full of joy for this 

splendid couple. 

THE ANNUAL 

Our new Annual will soon be with you, if you have not forgott on to 

order It. I hope you will enjoy it. A merry , merry Chr istmas to all 

my readers, and a happy New Year . 

THE EDITOR 
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CHRIBThlAS 
1
~annys DiarJ 

Jimmy Silver & Co. came back from Canada to Rookwood in time 

for Christmas. The long Canadian series bas ended. aod , Jn some ways 

I am sorry, for I had got 10 like Skitter Dick. Baldy Bubbin, Blazer the 

horse, and the Windy River Ranch very much. 

In "Tricked by the Cowpunchers", Baldy gave a week" s notice 10 

Mr. Smedley, his boss, and adver tised his services in a local newspaper. 

But Skitter Did changed the advertisement, so it appeared that Baldy had 

found a big money bill and was trying to find the owner. And Baldy bad 

a high old time with many odd claimants of the fictiuous ca, h. 

Then came "Homeward Bound" and "From Ranch To Rookwood", 

which told of the Fistical Four's jour ney home from Canada, bringing 

with them an America n boy who is to be a puptl at Rookwood. In "Lick 

in the Limelight"' , Texas Lick las sooed Mr. Dalton , and only by a stroke 

of luck showed his pluck aod avoided being expelled from the school. 

In "Lick Lays the Ghost". quite a long Yuletide tale In the Boys' 

Frien d Xmas Number , Lick goes as a guest to Jimmy"s home. the Priory. 

On the journey they come on Billy Bunter , on his way to join the Grey· 

friars chums, and Lovell tips Bunter to take the rise out of Lick with 

some ventriloquism . But Lick has overheard the plot, and &mter's 

ventriloquism misses fire for once. Then, at the Priory, Lovell. who 

doesn't like to be beaten, tries to scar e Lick by playing ghost. But once 

again Lick comes out on top by laying the ghost • Lovell. 
December has been a bad month for weather, but the whole of 

1923 bas been a very wet year with a great shortage of sunshi ne. Coal 

has gone up by I / · a ton to 52/ • a ton for the very best coal. Coke Is 

now 33/ • a ton. 
There was a general election this month on the 6th, a very foggy 

day. It seems that the new p;,.rty calle d the Labour Party bas done well , 

but we shan't know the full result until January . 

Milk has gone up to 4d. a pint. 
The title of the first Magnet of the month. "The Coker Challenge 

Cup", really told everything. One of those strings of sporting events 
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which 1 alway s find very tiresome. 
a.it the next Magnet wu great fun, when Billy a.inter starred as 

"The Rebel of the Remove" . It all centre d round a large cake purchased 

from Chunkley's by Mr. Quelch. a.inter was to be punished for pur ­

loining the cake, but, for once , be wasn't guilty. Next week "True as 

Steel" was rather heavygoing reading. Owing to the scheming of Skinne r, 

the Bounder and Redwlngq uarrelled, and, for a time, public opinion was 

against Redwlng. 
Then the Magnet's Christmas Number. In "The Gipsy's Return" 

Mick Angel reappears, and invites the Famous Five to spend Christmas 

with him and Aubr ey Angel in a castle named Lochmuir In the Hielands 

of Boonie Scotland. Final story of the year was "The Phantom of the 

Highlands" In which the party se ts off for the non h. There is a weird 

old Scot who plays the bagpipes in his cottage. He is Saody Bean, who is 

"fey", And there i s the ghost of a laird who haunts the castle. All very 

Christmassy. Billy &inter sees the ghost, and de cides to take himself 

off to spend his Christm a s elswbere. Finally an icy hand is placed on 

Wharton in the middle of the night. 
The American film com panies are buying up cinemas in London 

and in other big English cities, The Tivo ll ln the Strand has been bought 

by Metro Goldwyn Mayer, and the Rialto has been bought by Univer sa l. 

The companies will show their own films Jo thes e cinemas. 

Doug likes co ntinental films - at leas t, he makes out h" does. 

suspe ct he Is showing off. 1 went with him to see Greta Gustafsso n in 

"The Saga of Gosta Borling. " Doug kept saying "Wonderful:" as the film 

ground on, but I found it a gian t bore. It Is a Swedish film. Getting 

more normal , this month the family bas been for a number of visits to 

the pictures, and we have seen Dorothy Dalton in "Dar k Secrets''; Betty 

Comp so n in "Woman to Woman" ; llJck Jones in "The Purple Phial"; 

Marion Davies in "Litt le Old New York" (Mario n , one of my favourites, 

pretended to be a boy in most of this one); Charlie Chaplin In "The 

Pilgrim"; Pola Negri In "Bella Donna"; Douglas Maclean in "Bc:llboy 13" ; 

and Mae Marsh and Ivor Novello in "The White Rose", 1 llked the last 

one very much, and It was directed by 0. W, Griffith, 

In the Nelson Lee Library they have started the St, Frank's 

Magazine. It ls rat her on the lines of the Greyfriars Herald, but I think 
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1 like it bett e r . 
The Nelson Lee caught the Christm as spirit with a vengeance. 

In the Chri stma s Number the main story was "The Schoolboy Santa Claus" 
and it was packed wi th festi ve fare. Owing to a blizzard. a dozen or 
more of the chums have to s tay over Chris tmas at St. Frank's . The 
Head, Dr . Stafford, was a br ick, and allowed the boys to use some o! 
his private rooms for their Christ mas. There is a son who comes home 
to his village mum after being away for ten years, and there is the fina l 
jingle of the slei gh when Nipper becomes Father Christm as. and the boys 
take toys and gifts to the chi ldren of some of the village famili es . 

The next st ory, endrng the old year, was "The Ghost o! St. 
Frank's", and tbe churns, still at the school , run into some very eerie 
advenrures. There is a "thing on the stairs ". And Willy Handforth is 
followed by an extraordinary shape. Although we get an explanati on o! 
the Chr istmas myst er y, it looks as though ther e are some more 
mysterious events to occur in the New Year . 

Not long befor e Chri stmas seven men were killed in a Sheffield 
colliery owing to the breaki ng of a haulage chain . More tr agedy when 
the French ai rshi p "Dixmunde" was lost with 51 men on board. &it good 
times for the people of Marylebone where the dis tr ict 's fir s t public 
library was opened. 

Death on the roa ds is getting t rul y fearful. There were 2979 
rleaths in road acciden ts on the streets of Grea t Britain in 1923. 

The sple ndid series of Tom Merry ve rsus Cordew has run throu gh­
out the month in the Gem. In the first tale of December . "Tom Mer ry's 
Rival". Cardew managed to become junior House Captain in place of Tom 
Mer ry . though Tom remains junior captai n of the school. It sounds a 
rather mixed-up arrangement. Cardew's success came about because 
Tom Merry refused to canvass for votes . 

In "C.ptain Cordew" the two captains c lashed , and Tom Merry 
resigned , playin g into Cardew's hands. "Slcipper and Slacker" was the 
next one. Now thar Cardew has the job, he finds be does n't want the 
work and responsibility. He and Tom Merry become even more bitterly 
at daggers drawn. 

"D' Arcy"s Chri stmas Party••, in the Christmas Number, inclu ded 
both Tom Merry and Cardew, and the dagger s are not sheathed for the 
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holidays. In fac t, Cardew becomes mor e cu nning and Tom becomes 

more angry. Still at Eastwood House, in "The Vengeance of Cardew", 

Cardew employs a ruffian named Mike Lomax to atta ck Tom Merry. 

&t, through a chan ge of programme, lt is Levison who is the victim of 

the plo t of the treacherous Cardew, and it Is Cardew's own pal who gets 

the brutal beating from Lomax. 
Lovely tales , but the St . Jim's stories In the Gem are so shor t 

these days . There are other items on the progra mme , though I don' t 

read t hem, and there i s a new seria l named "Tom of the Ajax." 

In the fbpular , ove r the Christm as weeks, they have been running 

an old Gem story which was once named "Th e Ghost of St. Jim's"' in 

which the White Monk walks around St. Jim's while Mr. Selby has a vis it 

from a mentally affected relative named Mr. Wynde. There was al so a 

story of 1-Uglicliffe called "'Fr ank Courte nay's Christm as . ·• 

For Christma s Doug, as usual, bought me the new Holiday Annual. 

It cost him s ix bob. The st ory I liked best was "The Schoolboy Tre a sure 

Seekers" about Tom Merry In the South Seas , which I al so have In a Boys' 

Friend Library. Long ago. it appea red as three stori es In the Gem. 

Another lovely tale was a long one about Cedar Creek called "How Fa ther 

Christma s Came to White Pine. ·• There Is a good Rookwood tale called 

'"Morny's Master Stroke", and "A Great Man at Gr eyfri ars " about how 

Martin Cliffor d went to that school. 

(EDITCRIAL COtt1Etlt': Greta C\ltt.atsson , mtntlone d by Oanrl7 thi s mn th , "" soon t o 10 t o 

Holb wood aiii chin&e h er nw to On t.a caroo. ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 
flLAKIANA 

conducte d by Josie Packma n 

This month of December 1973 , Is the 80th si nce our well · loved 

detectiv e Sexton make appeared in the pages of the ;.i. Marvel , the precise 

date being 13 Decembe r, 1893. To cele brate this occas ion l have been 

able to Include items concernin g both the earl y period and the very latest 

period of the make Saga. I trust everyone wlll be plea sed that the 

"Inside Inform ation" from Walter Webb's Notebook s has been very kindly 

se nt to me by John Bridgwater . He was very lucky to find them amo ngs t 



Page II 

some Union Jacks he had purchased some time after Walter ' s death, 
Just a little something rescued from the flames which consumed so much 
of Walter ' s letters and notes of a lifetime. As this is also our Christma s 
issue may I take the opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas 
and a more peaceful New Year . and also to thank everyone who sent me 
such wonderful articles for Blakiana. 

THE SEXTON BLAKE LEGEND by S. Gordon Swan 

When Frank Ellaby arrived in Victorian London and paid a visit 
to an office in New Inn Chambers, be unwittingly started off a chain of 
adventures that were to extend far into the next century and encompass 
the globe . For the man from Australia ' s appointment was with a private 
detective who had been recommended to him by M. Jules Gervalse of 
Paris - an investigator named Sexton make. 

"Sexton Blake," we are told In "The Missing Millionai re" (No. 6 
of the !d, Marve l) "be longed to the new order of Detectives. He 
possessed a highly-cu ltivated mind which helped to support his active 
courage . His refined , clean-shaven face readily lent itself to any 
disguise, and his mobile features assisted to clinch any facial Illusion he 
desired to produce," 

Fran k Ellaby had been robbed in Australia fourteen years before 
by a man named Calder Dulk and his wife; this pair had also kidnapped a 
litt le girl who had been left in the care of Ellaby' s sister, whom he found 
to be dying . Ella by remained in Australia long enough to become a 
millionair e , then set out to trace the couple who had betrayed him and 
s tolen the child. 

In the course of his investigation make found that Calder Dulk and 
his wife were as sociated with an organisation of crimina ls known as The 
Red Lights of London, and founded by one Leon Polti. This was a brothe r­
hood of burglars, forgers and the like - a forerunner of Robert Murray ' s 
co nception, The Criminals' Confederati on. Polti had a sister, Nizza; 
actua lly , the two were one and the same . 

Sexton Blake did not pay a grea t part in this story as the trend of 
the narrative large ly followed the other chara cters, make 's partner, Jules 
Ge rvaise , making a brief appearance. Of course the stolen child, now a 
young woman, tur ned out to be a missing heiress, who had fallen in love 
with a young man bearing the unfortunate name of Ernest Truelove. 
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"The Missing Milliona ire" was followed by a sequel in next week's 

issue (No. 7) entitled "A Christmas Crime.• • Not posse ssi ng this 

number , the prese nt writer can only quote from a de scri ption of the 

sto ry given in the editor's chat at the end of No. 6. 

"In the early pan of the coming story, Prank Ellaby (most unlucky 

of millionaire s ) is robbed on Christmas Eve , being struck wlth a 

heavily-loaded stick, and thrown into a pond near by. Ernest Truelove 

appear s on the scene at that moment, but a blow from the cruel stick 

leaves his insensible. Some hours later he recovers sufficie ntly to be 

able to craw l to tbe house near by, and give the warning. 

"Christmas Day dawns, and although the friends of Prank Ellaby 

discover signs of a terr ibl e struggle, his body cannot be found. Sexton 

Blake determined to solv e the mystery, but eve n he is baffled. It was 

Ernest Truelove's wedding-day, too, but in that household , where joy 

sho uld have held sway, sorrow reign s instead, 

"Later on in the story Jules Gervaise goes to Paris to follow up a 

clue, but falls Into the hands of a gang of ruffians , who have for their 

mott o "Dead Men tell no tales," and having robbed and murdered their 

victims , cast their bodies into the Seine. Surp r ised at not hearing from 

his panner and friend, Sexton Blake fears the wor st , and goes to Paris 

to see k him out, or learn the truth. 
"The detectiv e evenrually meet s his friend In the most mysterious 

manner possible . This incident 1n itself Is s ufficient tu for 111 the plot of 

a whole story. It is rather a cas e of Jules Gervaise discovering Sexton 

Blake than vice ve rsa . Some idea of the exciting nature of the sto ry may 

be gathered from the picture on thls page, but we leave our readers to 

Judge for them se lves whether we have over·estim ated the mer its of the 

st ory. We feel sure their verdict will he favourable to us . " 

"The picture on this page" depict s two men stru ggling in the car 

of a balloon, with the captio n under neath: 

"Sexton Blake and Jonas Finch fought de s pera tely , each struggling 

to become the sole occupant of the car, which eve ry minutt: Lh.teatcns to 

overturn and cast them into space. " 
There were two more storie s In the !d. Marvel, one of them 

under the name of Harry Blyth; then the detectiv e was tran sferr ed to 

the Union Jack , wher e he was to remai n for many years, well into the 
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twentieth ce nruq, l~t dunng that u me he was 10 change his address 
seve ral times and to appea r in many othe r pen odka ls, too numero us to 
menuon~ he was to he JX)Ttrayed on the stage and scr een. and later on 

rnlev1s1on. 
ln the meanwhile a host of jnteres tlng characters had been 

rnrroduced into the Saga , notably the ,rrespressible Tinke r , the fai thful 
Pedro , the garrulo us Mrs. Bardell . The last -named , a s cr ea ted by 
W Mur ray Graydon and called by him Betsy, was inclined to be of an 
eccentric nature , but she 1s best known as depic ted by later authors -
par ticularl y Gwyn Evans - a warm·hea rt ed , kindly soul , whose first 
name had been changed to Martha . 

Then the re were the inspecto rs: Spearin g, who spoke like a 
telegram and was de stl ned him self to become the her o or a long- running 
ser ieb in Pluck, and also to be portra yed on the stage; the exp los ive 
Coons, pro bab ly the most popular of 1.hem all; the more re s t rained bur 
s talwart Inspector Harker; the Ill-fa ted Ro!Hngs. 

The notorious cri minal s who featured in the Saga, dan ng from 
the advent of George Mars den Plumme r, are too many and va ried to quote 
here . Some or them. lOO, achieved such fame - or infamy - thal they 
figured in independent stones of their exploit s in which Sexton Blake 
played no pa rt . 

lt is e ighty years smc e Fra nk Ella by walked into the office rn New 
lnn Chambera and unfolded his story of treacher y, robbf>ry anrt 
kidnapping , and srnce that long-ago day the name or Sexton Blake has 
become a household word . , . And his adve ntures are by no means done 
with; we shall hear of liim aga in, 
(S. <;vrl!:)n Swa., Ytt :tu .r. the 197J edt1.<,.m ?C Col lP.ct.ors• Dtgest. Muru::,.1,l 

GLEANINGS FROM WALTE R WEBB'S NOTEBOOKS pr ese nted by 
John Bridgwater 

No doubt mos, or the Sexton Blake [ans al read y know mos t or the 
information given here , but there may be some of our new friends waning 
lO lea rn , and some old ones to re - read . 

Fi r st, whaL 1s known of Har ry myth, who, it has now bee n 
establ~shed , create d the , haracter whose advenrnres have been read by 
m1lhons? (; p u ll the yea r 1955 very Uttl e . Then the late Harry Blyth's 
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so n was contacted by a devotee of the Sexton make sto ries and severa l 

inte re sti ng (acts came to light. Harry Blyth was living at Peckham Rye 

when he wrote his first Sexton Blake story. Alfred Harmsworth 

commissioned him to wri te a se ries of de tective stori e s . He asked his 

s on - Harry Junior - a lad in his teens, which name be liked best for his 

hero, Gideon Barr or Sexton Blake. Young Harry plumped for Sexton 

Blake . Blyth used the pen -name of Hal Mered ith because it had a family 

connection, Meredith being his mother's maiden name . He used many 

other s. three of them being "Major Dari ng" , "Captain SJnclalr" and 

"Policema n Paul". He wa s a fr ee lance and never on the st aff of the 

Harm~worth Press . When Alfred Harmswonh a sked lum to s tart the !d, 

Marve l wn h a sene• of detective yarns · he , Harmsworrh greeted Blyth 

by 63)JOg "So you are the crim e merchant," Blyth re plied "Just as you 

are the newspaper merchant.•• Harmswonh liked anyone who stood up 

to tum . They all /eared him rn the oUice , For many years Harry 

Blyth ra n his own paper in Glasgow call ed the "Cluel" (subtitl ed Scottish 

Punch), It ran for 363 iss ues commeac1ng 17 February , 1883, and 

(lnlshing 25 January, 1890, He al so had an interest in the Theatre 

Royal, Gla sgow, for which he wrote one of the mo s t successfu l 

pantomimes , He wa~ a very busy man , having thr ee senals running in 

English and Scotti s h papers . Writing for the Harmsworth Press was 

jus t a s ideline, and for the flr st s tory of Blake he received the s um of 

£9. 9 , Od. which inc luded the price of the copyright of Sexron Blake as well : 

Harry Blyth was born in 1852. He died of typhoid feve r in 

February 1898, at the early age of 46. He left sever a l unfinished 

manu scri pts of stor ies and obi tuar y noti~es appeared in all the well · 

known pape.rs of that period, for he was a popular man of the time, 

DEMIS E OF SEXTON BLAKE by Deryck Harvey 

I sometimes wonder how long it is before nost algia sets in. Ten 

years? It is more than a deca de now since the demise of Fleetway's 

o ld , or rather their " new look" Sexton Blake Library . The last issue 

wa s in Mar ch 1963. 
The rem arkab le thing, I find, is that I'm already nosta lgic about 

those later books, and not necessarily for the reaso ns you'd think. Oh, 

the s tor ies were alright . When Blake had bee n updat ed a few year s 
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before , I'd accepted the face li ft as an rnevlta ble cir culation booste r . 
No, the fact is 1 pine for the ephemer a to be found on the inside front 
and back covers of the 4th ser ies issu es, and especially the two or three 
pages devoted to the editor's "Magazine Section". Quite deliberately 
a "cult" of Sexton Blake enthusiasts was being encouraged, and 1 felt very 
much a part of it. 

Come browse with me: First of all , the series now contained 
not only portrait s of Blake and his asso ciates but also, for a spe ll , 
photographs of some of the authors . ln one memorab le ill ustr a tion, 
Blake and his authors were a ll shown together at a Christmas Party. 
Confusing? Gimmic ky? A ruse to make every issue a collector's 
item? Not to me, it wasn' t , Al ready a legend, Blake became, to me, 
an eve n mor e human character. Even when some of the s tories had 
passed into oblivion, some of these bits and pieces lingered in the 
memory. 

The corresponden ce columns in the "Magazine Section" were both 
live ly and curiously intimate. and I've read them many times s ince , At 
once l forgave Howard Baker, the editor, the re peated propaganda in his 
footnotes: " .. . double the circu lation . , , buy extr a copies and pass them 
round among your friends . . . " A strong plea came in issue No. 409, 
dated July 1958, following a cont roversary over Blake's New Look. 
" . .• those who rea d and re-read a 1928 Blake story while refusing to 
ooy and support the 1958 Sexton Blake Libr ary" the editor cla imed. "are 
of no use to us - or to Sexton Blake". Vic tor Colby of Australia, 
responded with a will (issues 419 and 420, December 1958). He con · 
ressed to bu)ing three copies, one for my coll ection, one co read and 
re- read , and one to pass around ". Alas, 1 felt the writing was a lready 
on the wall for the Sexton Blake Libra ry as we knew u , and so it proved. 
One daring correspondent asked pornt blan.k if rwo authors , W. Howard 
Baker and Peter Saxon , were one and the same man. A non-c ommi ttal 
answer ra t.her than an outright denial seemed to sett le the issue beyond 
a ll doubt. Blake's readers were hawk-eyed, you see - another rwigged 
that "Desmond Reid'' was simply an edi torial pseudonym. 

Did you know that Blake had been decorat ed? Had il not been for 
the "Magazine Section" 1 might never have known - I'd missed the story . 
ln a footnote (issue No. 438, October 195Q) the editor explained that 
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Blake was decor at ed w!Ul the Distinguished Service Order, at Buckingham 

Palace, for "Extra service above and beyond Ule call of dury." The 

eve nt was recorded in issue No. 413, W, Howard (laker's "No time 10 

Live" . 
11lis 4th series of the S, B. L. has been much-maligned by longer ­

s tand ing enthusias ts. I loved it; and, although I had al rea dy been a 

coll ector of the 3rd se rie s for a good ten years, I think my nostalgia 

sta rts there . 
I had two more reasons to be grateful to tho se letters to the 

editor, and their footnotes. The firs t was an introduction to "Collectors' 

Diges t" so frequently and generou sly mentioned . The seco nd was a 

letter (issue No. 461, October 1960) from a regula r contributor, solving, 

once and for a ll the mystery behind the fascinating conjunction of his 

initia ls . h was s igned in full: "William Oliver Guillemont Lofts': I'd 

ofte n wondered: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ne/5on L•• Column 

THE IR GIRL CHUMS by Mary Cadogan 

The gir ls play a prominent part in the sagas of both St, Fran k' s 

and <, reyfriars - and I for one very much enjoy the s torie s in whic h 

they are featu red. There 1s no doubt tl,a, the St . Fr ank 's boys seemed 

to enj 0y more straig htforwaTd re1st.Oon~h1pct wit h rhPlr gir l fneod .'l rhrin 

Harry Wharton & Co, achieved with Maqorie Hazeldene and the girls of 

Cli ff House. I think this happened for two reasons: firstly Mar1orie 

Hazeldene was create d by Hanu lton in 1908, mRny yParA hefore Ire ne 

Manners and most or the Moor View School gir ls came into being, 10 the 

comparative ly modern, emancipated period of the 1920's, l\ lso Brooks 

was a marrie d man • and Charle s Hamilton was not. The atmosphere 

existing hetween Marjorie and the Greyfriars boys was ideali stic , though 

at the same time extreme ly deep and si ncere. Hamilton's heroines have 

an aura of grac ious charm eve n though they have li ved through the 

Edwardian into a more modern era. Brooks' heroines at Moor View 

seem to be practical, down to eanh characters, although they a re 

obvious ly also extrem ely feminine and attractive. 
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lr,ne looiol mraordJ,ardy maco" · in Haolfol11', '!" 
,oi~rly · a;sbe stool there . . ·~ George:• saJd Hlolionb 

nMessly. "Jl'; -i; 's "ll""li""'l"''I'"· R,ru," ll,grahbed 
bj·1hesi11,;lders, Jllliolo,r1onrdshlm, 1udhssolher 
1usi.asucally.' 

This demoostraooo of affocuoo do,s ooc deter Jreo, from her 
udlypl~against theoois · ,ooarerellaollflllymclol, oo~ol 
n St. Fltnl'sandelli up I'! preseoung tbemselvern the local ,nrk· 
;e,ijchL\egirlspersuadetbemwillheth!irnew sclixllpremises. 

Nipper,togtte,enwiththe.lloorVi<1girlsfor&,sjlpe, ~ter 
des to 1t:"i~rsona1e a Je(turer 10 Dtftetics rtio ts 10 visit Moor View 
,oJ. ll,plaostosJ'.l)llfthe~rls, hitWi!UamNaJX>leo,Browre 
:eivest!rsa.me10!a,aOOsosuccessfullycarriesit01J1tbatl:e 
;u,des !tiss Charlnne a,111, Head of Moor View, tocha"!l' the scoool 
drasuc,lly. (Ao ora"!l' or half a grapefruit wub d~· woolemeal 
td for brealfast; stewed applrn<i lettuce for lune~ oo tea, alli a 
e of lem-00 JJth a ra~esJ'.l)lloM ol bno lor "'Pl''·' Aioo,glt t!te 
;aredelignte<ltbat their~anhassoccooled, Nipperalllliillfonh 
remorlt a day later rlleo they oooce Mary Swtmers alli Irene 
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r comrntntsare oor owrflow1ng rith chn-alroo~ 111tent 

NiJJl'r say!. '"I ntherthlnl wo ocgbt to oo -tbiog . If the 
therhad heeo floe. cnct~ ,o.111,a., kl~"" OtJodso!fthe s~fling 
,g tiling,, alli" slmld hart fofjOttn•llaln:, &,m • .\sit is, we 
,r do somfthiog Oil a ret afrerroon."' 

So they smuggle a k-ed "'' t!te Moor View girls, woo ,re aught 
"'" oifojoi1ngille,rlavishteabyAnsill>od. At bernroertothe 
s tothrnwthtfoolontothen,lbi,\tlimptheymutill)·llliUte 
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be!ieV1shehasbeto!J'.l)llled···tillhta~rsbeloreber, disguised 
oastbecrankyttietician··· •lllmi1"offltisd!sguise. Sogre11 
is pmuasi1t charm that ht m,kes heT see the bumon of the 
atioo, aoo liie does "'' repon bim, or pmisb the Moor Vk• ~rls. 
s hnoourJS restore<!, aodtarmooyrtigosagtioberieeotheooysaoo 
s. i·.r, ~~~~ ,.;,, tff l u ?u.' ~ll,t"' ~r ~,,.t :···s· j f' Ji l:.a.11,) 
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&Irani 0..ald Hallifonh alli Jre .. 1b .. rs, Moor V1e11 Scoool for 
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1be's preny alli fimeriog to him," mterrU]Xed Ha teer:ly. "ll, a, 
11 bani as uoa ritb the Remove ,111 iJH lite melting ,u rith a prea 
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dlonbt11rnsigmog1lrcaplll,cy.) Ila, lranlJalllmedyitis· 

:ed,r,enngofpalllll~o~1s1llll,;liagou1fl11ttryooomcn 

'lrd Omld 1h11 Ir mt it!lp, or else ~s bullh lill collapae 
,p1ettlyas1r,s,ltol~s"°"""''·self·lltlilici,glallllnforllr 

101t. lblfonbsucOl!llbs,d!l!ciou,ty ... 
'He satd0111on tlr couch, ~s Iran !rating ra¢dly. Somea 

•llrallrrlad•pi~ Alll1fterall,itwculdbrnllrrrippi111iolr 

;edbylltOO'SpmtyCOUsiL ~randd!fperfflllhlfonli>to 

meslles.' 
(l,cide10lly Ir b,s mistalen Ireoe's !!!! girl Cousin for 1 ~­

Ill's fdlol llis.-..,ed, 1111 ~"' her I tliln11Jbly otrrilyiag lim<, 

ngioittraff her hair, 11:wi,gunig, mromga frlit mn11 her, 

tbttal!ning I,latt O)tS 1111 llucl ean: AU tlr ,or,e because lllra, 

gjrlinquesti .. , ispanicularlpbyand!<lredofb,ys:) lli!sheaml 

,e for~" Handfonl m llr blclgnll,d is bm. Im< -• 
,ys,tie ioforgj"and lofl'I Ted's ~mnflll r,mirb}j,..,. 

lack of emblmssmeu. 
By llr ny, bxlt llr !b>r Vie, aml lhe QiJf House girls hne 

tyroh:stlllinld!smrdslheillfs, mmol,pbylreot, nlllJS 
~rlimidOOllillllnf, m~ U:E S..Seriesll, '"l1's!lJlr, 

:igso!<lredofi>,ys. Wba1Istlr1ttohescaredof,1nyblw1 In 

ltC11<Silry'1t1lotmo1tl<lredolus:•• 

lltadfonbS1111111'l>01!0lissiogtm:1lllhl!!!gitldm. h 
Ln. LEB t,e,SerieslS, 1.1.1927, IIA~Fll!llfS GIW llln 

St. Fraol's i>,ysalll Moor Vie, girl"" ,Ulllling I masted ~IICJ 

ssblll. lillllforthlloldlyasseruiw,odisgll!selillooacttllreoe 

m !im, and tllat he 1111 liss bmltder lhe miltleroe a:d cWm mry 

,ewithher. 
"Thetime'Usooahehere,"saidMarycheecfully. "ltonderif 

·ofllr lellomrill lubletospllos, lrener 
"TotylOll'ts;,itce:"saidlrene,11II001'11CIIOI. 

·o-11o: lm'1,oo he so jllly sm:• gricned Hlllltorth. ' I 
1'1 iool allout lhe otlrr girls, Renie, hll it ,,.·1 ml, mt ll'O tic ls to 

1,.. or from llrrestof llrcr<Md ... itdoesa'ttt1tterto11inbat 

1'llhe111ru,g. lll,..tliallcuo:iS'lleJl)OllnU, 1ndJ<llr 

lltb,alllmrytling1 ... l'llootoalys11XJ<lllo1toticls,Rtoie· 

Im, .tu's "'" I'll lits,.. onder lhe l:li!tlfflt:' 
' bster:• bupl Mary. ·u yo,'re oot amul, ,.,·n ki!S 

•m,ggitl:· 
'lio rear:• r,pliedl!lllllorth.' 
Ted's )'111'1 bro!her, Willy, 110,mr bas ,o IICi romUlic ,o 

about the girls. Jr.,. l C.. ~ID IO disguise Willy so th11 F.drard C 

till mis~te him for lreot • 1111 they ,eel Willy's oo·op,ratioa in tb: 

jolr 1,msi Toi. 
'"UJ<lldolt, Willy, ft'llalltissJ<llafttmrdS:-saidlllri 

qukUy. Willy nsn'111 all impressed. "You aeed,'t mate things 
,orse,' hesaidmrtly. 

'Worse:• med Im, ildtr..HIIJ. till lilllllorth mol bis I 

"Someof tlilse Remo1t c/Jp1 "'' hte beil:g tis,ol by girls,' be sai 
"Ill! oot a.e: !fy oaly Ital F11cy suggesting lharas ID inducement 

lllJ<llnnldditllltioia~r,r· 
Willy does co·operaoe, 1111 so SIIClfflfJUy lllcmals Ted Iba 

b1se1bi.syoull!'rbmtlrrinlheoonrlcnoa&llheislreot. Also· 

l')Ssi~ymagttattrdisasrer: ·Tedlssurtthltlrene(disgui,oi,s 

bragging~nttcllet)is Willy··· alllhe duors hero,tollhewuo, 

(C""' u,Jgille !llbCllerry«il(tlis to ~ rprle 110>t'1 rildest 

fligb~ofil!1lgjnati .. 11n 
'l!llllfonb Joolol don, 1111 ffl tl?!jthiDg ,eemed to sriJ, 

froalolbisei,s. Theft111eCliefnsiillilgillhes11JWUllilltal 

ame,piohisiect. Tbrmastlldbllt1otl,1adial!iteoltheli 

cija, 1111 the grottsque mousuche, Hilllfonhoould mateoo mimt• 

thewigbl<I hecomellislodged, too, arll some!tir, b:llml hair nu 

,,.,. _."' sail chlli,gly.' 
A1e2ror1tolaotr, inl929ia t.EI.500 L£6 Sew Series I: 

ll!E ST. M'IC'S AIIIIL FOOLS, !me l C.. ~an, Jal' 1pi~ 

St. Fml's Remmt, Hillllorti. Nipper l C.. '" rttutoing from I 

thr,e mooths' S01111)1gemScmMria, A,,tttliaalllNe, !alJr.cl 

The girls, 111, April Fool's lricl, llleo,er St Fraal's <l!ring the 

il>lidafi, 1lll 11emiag!y uansfonn it 1010 a girls' sclool. They seo 
c!Jlli< idegram a, llr lloys' ship u h mires ,1 c.i!IDft, 1, ,._.,. 

wlidamosioftlrRt.1'01t111!11,pU~. Fml's,theitllryfillthe 

~rlsicsmllol. 
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Nipper,togtte,enwiththe.lloorVi<1girlsfor&,sjlpe, ~ter 
des to 1t:"i~rsona1e a Je(turer 10 Dtftetics rtio ts 10 visit Moor View 
,oJ. ll,plaostosJ'.l)llfthe~rls, hitWi!UamNaJX>leo,Browre 
:eivest!rsa.me10!a,aOOsosuccessfullycarriesit01J1tbatl:e 
;u,des !tiss Charlnne a,111, Head of Moor View, tocha"!l' the scoool 
drasuc,lly. (Ao ora"!l' or half a grapefruit wub d~· woolemeal 
td for brealfast; stewed applrn<i lettuce for lune~ oo tea, alli a 
e of lem-00 JJth a ra~esJ'.l)lloM ol bno lor "'Pl''·' Aioo,glt t!te 
;aredelignte<ltbat their~anhassoccooled, Nipperalllliillfonh 
remorlt a day later rlleo they oooce Mary Swtmers alli Irene 
mers g,tttogooll"' ey,s alll suolen cheetol. (SosooO:) Eveo S-O, 
r comrntntsare oor owrflow1ng rith chn-alroo~ 111tent 

NiJJl'r say!. '"I ntherthlnl wo ocgbt to oo -tbiog . If the 
therhad heeo floe. cnct~ ,o.111,a., kl~"" OtJodso!fthe s~fling 
,g tiling,, alli" slmld hart fofjOttn•llaln:, &,m • .\sit is, we 
,r do somfthiog Oil a ret afrerroon."' 

So they smuggle a k-ed "'' t!te Moor View girls, woo ,re aught 
"'" oifojoi1ngille,rlavishteabyAnsill>od. At bernroertothe 
s tothrnwthtfoolontothen,lbi,\tlimptheymutill)·llliUte 
1g, atSt. Franl's, ,beretl<j goonwiththelavislrea: Atiss &>od, 
bas beta taJnVltol by William NaJX>leoa Brwnt's m,ptism, will 
be!ieV1shehasbeto!J'.l)llled···tillhta~rsbeloreber, disguised 
oastbecrankyttietician··· •lllmi1"offltisd!sguise. Sogre11 
is pmuasi1t charm that ht m,kes heT see the bumon of the 
atioo, aoo liie does "'' repon bim, or pmisb the Moor Vk• ~rls. 
s hnoourJS restore<!, aodtarmooyrtigosagtioberieeotheooysaoo 
s. i·.r, ~~~~ ,.;,, tff l u ?u.' ~ll,t"' ~r ~,,.t :···s· j f' Ji l:.a.11,) 

Vano.s frttllisoi" eli11 hetma the ooys 11111 tbe ~rl~ Ni~ 
utes Miry Sommers, .\rch!eGlentbon< admires lbrJ(lne Tem¢e, 
olcoursetberno,11tw•nogn,e ll.Jlt>pbyE. S. Brooks ts betweeo 
&Irani 0..ald Hallifonh alli Jre .. 1b .. rs, Moor V1e11 Scoool for 
G1rlrn first me,nnoed" NELSOi~ LEE Cld Senes 136, 113.10.19 
,\If Brent 1od Archie Gleatborne when OJt ralbog discom that I brg 
larruly boose 1111, rrule from k Fraot's bas bee> turned into, ~rl, 
scoool. 

'")lsttluolofthecltar.myoir'llil,e,Arcbie,foractiogthe 
thlnlroos hero," stJS Alf. Ardtie stJnol. "Pttteen !"" alli ,.e, 
old lad, I'm• dashed .. m,:s clt.!l'l'e when it con:es to you,i bdies, 
be confided. "lmeaatosay, jWogbdiesills,theeffectofmabog: 
go ~I hnt aod ootberol: I get S-O fngbtfitlly llusterol alll rhat .. : 
Alf, old scream, I oiew the future with much mis~1·iog." 

lbisnew is OJ( sltarol by Reggie An, wli>dedares n's tlteb 
~ece of news they've bad for terms: Hallifonh, however, coosiders 
to be ao ootnge: llnbe SOOlJ succc~bs tolrae'scillrms, alllocly, 
NELS01i LEE's Iller 1138) he 'rurns almost gr,eo with )'ilo.sy' sm 
hemse he sees Jreo,alliogwith Arcb!etn the brt, In this epsol 
Hao:lfurth saves lrtre'; life, 11ten an eoormoo1 ue, is 1oou1 to f;ll o 
her. She rewards hlm111bdazzliogsmtlesalllexpressioo1olfrieo 
s~p. alli from that rr.ome• oo their rel1uoo,ltip noorillies. ~ 192· 
ID msw LEE N..Senesll, l!A.\llr-ORIHS IR~ RULE, M 
says that '"Irene ts ronh more theo the woole of tie Remo>e p,t 
together."' There isa joyoos 1ocidem ro this iss,e, sltolmg Hllllfo 
1usctJnbtity to the 1-e.,ker se,, &i a suang, quirt of fate, be ~,s I 
made"~'" nf the Rem-0ve i> lii!l)!r's ab!eoc,. Very qwctly the 
Rem01e t-e.omedesperate tnmak, him re!!ga tlis office, 1111 Halllfn 
&.a.git s,mtly fed up •ith the s!ruaaoa, is much too srulbmw oo ,o 

So Reggi, Hn s.1·stojactGrey: 
'"'Halllj'sa !>!iCeJlil!eboooler, iln'the1' ... "ltlln't tuoi. 

arouttbat." 5'JdGrey, ·r belim he'sa ~t S-Oppyllwt lreoe .. : 
'l!ydear cl!ap, he's tile p,ny 1,the balllsof any gill, pro11d 

1be's preny alli fimeriog to him," mterrU]Xed Ha teer:ly. "ll, a, 
11 bani as uoa ritb the Remove ,111 iJH lite melting ,u rith a prea 
pr!:"' (Theo Reggieuofolds Ms p~oto JXl5e 111 nurse aol c,joie 



REVIEW 

THE DURABLE DESPERADOES 
(r eview by Deryck Harvey) 
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William Vivian Butler 
(Macmillan, £2. 75) 

Not only Sexton Blake gets full credit in this book for longevity and 
success fully-concluded case s, but a lso Nelson Lee and Nor man Conquest. 

In wri ting a thesis on popular between -war s detective fiction and 
the "gentle man outlaws , " Mr. Butler has been at great pain s to make his 
facts fully ·deta Ued and deadly accur ate. 

He has even consulted our own Bob Blythe, a founder member of 
the London Old Boys' Book Club , and the recognised authority on Edwy 
Searle s Brooks and his charac ters, Lee and Conquest. 

Mr . Blythe has estimated Brooks' total li ter ary output at a 
staggering 36, 135,000 publlshed word s, surpassed in the genre only by 
the phenomenal John Cre asey. 

For th.is study, however. Brooks' major achievement is claimed 
to be the creation of a new kind of villain for Sexton Blake, "an exuberant 
character called Waldo the Wonder Man," who was impervious to pain 
and resis tant to lxillets. 

make' s adversaries are as well -consi dered as the gr eat detective 
himself. "A Blake wri ter wouldn't have been human if he didn't acquire 
a greater fondness for his own creati ons than for the ce ntral communal 
ones.' ' 

Mr. Butler clai ms that a lLhough Blake and Co. had Jong been 
reoident, i, w&o a.t Pleetway Hooae where the ''geutleman outlaw'' gt:nre 
of the I 930' s was finally born. 

It was t,ere that Monty Haydon, controlling edi tor of "The 
Thrille ,· ," gave chances Lo Les lie Charteris and the Saint. and John 
Creasey and the Toff. 

Before his death in June, Creasey himse lf descr ibed Haydon as 
"midwife to the Saint and the Toff and several others. " 

No-one who bas revelled in the adventures of Blake, Lee , Conquest, 
any Edgar Wallace adventure r, the Saint , the Toff and the Baron, the 
Graemes ' ffiacksturt. and other heroes , will be in any position to resist 
this book. 
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DO YOU REMEMB ER? by Roger M. Jenkins 

No. 114 - Magnets 1036-7 - &.tnter the Benevolent 

The 1927 Christmas se ri es in the Magn et began in splendid fashion 

with llmter expec!ing from his Uncle George a present of "lnes!imab le 

value". He was quite certain it would be a chequ e for a large sum of 

money, and ev en Fisher T. Fish was sufficiently Imp re ssed to stand 

trea t in the tuckshop and his study In hopes that his spr a t would catch a 

mackerel. After some waiting, a shilllng edition of "A Christm as 

Caro l " arrived. It appeared that Uncle George had had difficulty in 

obtaining this cheqp edition, and that this had occasioned the delay. 

Bunter read the famous s tory when he was in detention , for want of any· 

citing better. 
Up co this po int, the norma l Greyfrlars atmosphere was main­

tained, but the remainder of the story veered round ala rmingly In all 

direc!ions. llmter , now under the influence of the benevolence of 

Dickens, became truthfu l and kind-hearted , He offe r ed his umbre ll a 

and watch to a shabby - looking man, even though he knew that It was 

injudicious to belp poor people, as it made them fancy they had a claim 

on you. The shabby man turned out to be Semproruus Skelton , an 

eccentric Park Lane millionaire much give n to philanthrop y, who had 

been looking for a since re ass ista nt. An enormous Rolls Royce came to 

fetch h.ino to Park Lane to spend the Christmas holidays there . 

What is so puzzling about this pair of stories Is trying to discover 

Charles Hamilton's rea l feeling s about the situation portrayed . His love 

of Dickens l s well-kn own, and he reJers to &.tnter as being affected by 

the magic of the master . &.toter's benevolent instincts were pre sum abl y 

to be commend ed (though had they been permanent the lo ss of the old 

Bunter would have marred the future stories). Mr . Skelt on was ra the r 

inco nsistent in many ways, but his charitable instJncrs were also very 

creditable . Yet de6pite all this, the philanthropic excursions to the 

East End w,:re clearly odd at the best of times and rarcical when th.ings 

went wrong; the servants regarded Mr. Skelton as slightly touched and 

looked upon Bunter as a young rogue; and when Mr. Sketon went abroad 

for h.is health, Bunter was literally kicked out of the mansion . a fate 

which he presumably deserved because his ph.ilanthropk incUnations had 
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then depaned. 
There is an elusive attractivenes s about the series which is 

diffi cult to explain . The adult reade r can obtain some wry satisfa ction 
in this fasc inating account of how Dickensian charir.ableness fails to 
work in the twentieth century , and young re aders of the day no doubt felt 
highly entertained by the unusual evenr.s re la ted with such verve and 
panache . It was not the cosy Christm as se ri es that began lheir wonder­
ful sequence in 1929, but it was at least both season able and amusrng. 
In 1927 it would have been churlish to have demanded anytlung more. 
(R,,11er J;,.'lklns wrltE:s Jn t.he 197J edl t lotl M Cc;l11>..:tors 1 Dli eSL Annual .) 

. ~ ., ... . . .. ,. f: • • ~ .. .... .. .. .., ... :1; . c.$ .. .. 

LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No. 187. THE ROOKWOOD CHRISTMAS STORY 

Rookwood enjoys much affection from Old Boys, and deservedly 
so. It is not, perha ps easy to pinpornt exactl y why most of us love 
Rookwood so much, for it can hardly be claimed that many of 1ts player s 
were particular ly outs tanding as original cha racter studies. 

Nevertheless , it had something , obviously. Some plots remain 
peculiar to Rookwood till this day. Others wer e first tried out at 
Rookwood, and late r tr ansferred to either Gr eyfri ar s or St. Jim's or 
both , not usua lly with any inc rea sed succ es s. Repeated themes se ldom 
impress more when served as a re -ha sh. So Rookwood had it s sp lendid 
hours, locked away in our hearts as prec ious memories . 

ln one sphere, however, Rookwood was very much a third to 
Greyfriars and to St, Jim's . And that was in Christm as stori es . 

There was rea lly not one Chri stm as story of Rookwood which 
lingers very lovingly in lhe mind. 

In 1915, Rookwood's first Christmas, there was no Christmas 
at all for Rookwood, even though the Boys' Frie nd had a mighty 
Chr is tmas Double Number with a glowing coloured cover. The slighly 
sombre ser ies concerning Jimmy Silver 's rather racketty Uncle John, 
had jus t ended with John Silver joining the a rmy. The Rookwood tale s 
wer e comparativ ely quite long at this time, and Macdonald was doing all 
the Rookwood illustr a tions. 
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But 1he1e wae no Chn scrnas M OT}' 1l1ere was a double Jength 

1ale o r Rookwood , LOncernlng riva l ry with Bagshot Schoo l, , n the Oout le 

Number , but thls doubl e length ta le pretty obviously was two Rookwood 

tales or normal length , Joined together to make one long ta le. 

Yet Hamilton had written a Christmas tale . which , for some 

reaso n , was not pubUshe d in 1915 , 

At Christmas 1916, in anothe r fine double number with a cover 

in glo r ious techn ico lor . a doub le length Rookwood 6tory appeare d , 

conce rning Uncle John who had deserted rrom the a r my and who was 

hiding an d pla ying gho•t in jimmy's home , the Priory , And , withou t 

muc.h r eason . Arth~c Augustus D'Arcy was a guest at the Priory, and 

so lved the mys tery 
Without any doubt, this 1916 Christma s story had been wr men 

!fl J 915 for the Chr1 , 1mas issue of 1915 . It was fully illustrated b)i 

Macdo nald , who , by Chr i stmas 1916, had long depa rted from the 

Fleerway House and was In the navy. 

The story had c learl y been finished in ample nme for Chr istm as 

1915 , otherw i se Macdonald would not have lllu•trated it Yer, for so me 

unfathomab le reason , the tale and the illu st rauons rhereof were held 

over fo r a year . And now . in I gJ 6, the ,a le was publi s hed s lap i n the 

mid dl e of t he famo us Morningt on- 'Erbert seri.ea which wa& then in full 

.swing. 
Had the unfor tunate Pentelow been ~ilo r M this time. we should 

probabl y have sought some fell reason for what happened . l)Jt Pente low 

was nol the edi tor. Hinton was the man in cha.Tgf' It 1s a Chris tmas 

my stery even more m~olub le now than any found in the tale s 

Incidenta lly, down the years. thls tal e was repri nted many times 

in other periodicals , It was probably the most repri nted of a ll the 

Roo kw ood yarns , 
I 917 brought the la s t of the Double Number s , though there was 

not a co loure d cover this time, Jimm y Sliver had a different guesr at 

the Priory this yea r • none other than Lartr~y, who had ma de himse lf 

des pised through out Rookwood. Sor ry for the outcas t , Junmy took him 

home, but Lattrey exerted hl s evil influe nce on Jimm y's young cousm, 

Algy , and was ~oon 'ihown the door of the Pnory 1lu :; one was a really 

good Chr is tn1a s tale res trai nedly written, •hough few people remember 
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it much. 
After this, for some years, Owen Conquest abandoned the 

conventiona l Christmas story. I am not suggesting that tha t , in itse lf , 
matt ered a lot . Providing the atmosphere was right , a story set in the 
school , could be just as attractive, as we saw in the Gem wi th "Nobody's 
Study" of 1912 and "The Ghost of St. Jim's" In 191 I, or even in the 
ear lie r "Ghost of St. Jim's" In 1908. 

In 1918 there was no Christmas Number at all In the Boys' Friend 
(or in many other papers, either, for that matter) and the Chr istmas 
season was marred by a substitu te Rookwood tale - and subs are a 
rar ity in the Rookwood history. 

The 1919 Rookwood Christm as was at the school when "The Ghost 
of Rookwood School" turned out to be Lattrey yet again up to his tric ks . 
In 1920, Owen Conquest turned to his alter ego , Martin Clif ford, and 
lifted the plot from the 1911 Gem Christmas story . Mr. Booties was 
visited at Rookwood by his nephew , Captain Digby, who suffer ed from 
ner ve trouble and played ghost in his slee pwalking adventures. As a 
bit of makeweigh t, the Captai n went to Jimmy's home for Christm as, 
and in a New Year story, helped to capture a oorg lar . &it at this stage 
the Rookwood yarns were so shor t that it was difficult for any author to 
make much of them. The 1920 Rookwood Phantom brought none of the 
brooding, eerie atmosp her e which had made the Gem's 1911 Ghost an 
outs tanding story. 

In 1921, there was an influe nza epidemic so the boys were 
quara ntined at Rookwood over Chri stmas, under the charge of Mr. 
Manders. It was a poor Chris tmas, and the basic silliness of the theme 
did not help it any. 

1922 brought a seasona ble little series, once more set a t the 
home of Jimmy Sliver. 'This time we had yet another secretary stealing 
yet another Rembrandt, with Morningto n yet again well In t he holiday 
pic ture . It was one of the best Rookwood Chri stmases , though the 
stor ies by now were pitifully short. 

With the coming of the Canadian series in 1923, however. the 
length of the individual stories was permanently incr eased, giving more 
scope to the writer. 1hl s year it was the one with Texas Lic k, the 
slig htly tedious Ameri can boy, going with Jimmy Silver to the Priory. 
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Pos sib ly the be s t of the Rookwood Chri stm a ses came in 1924 
which started off with Love ll accidenta lly snowba llin g the Head , for whic h 
fearf ul offe nce he was ordere d to spend his vacation at schoo l. I'm not 
sur e whether the se ntence real ly made sense , but Love ll won back the 
Head 's good opinion , and eventuall y jo ined his chums at the Priory . This 
was probab ly t he longest Rookwood Chris tmas series, with some 
adventures in troduci ng Harry Whar ton who was the n in the middle of the 
first Rebel Series in the Magnet. 

Rookwood's final Chr i stmas, in 1925, saw a change of venue, 
with the chums going home with Love ll to Somer set where be got into 
conflic t w:ith an irasc ible uncle in some amusing if not memorable li ttle 

yarns. 
It is, perhaps, a little surprising that Owen Conquest, who gave 

us some truly delightful summer holiday seri es, neve r really exce lled 
himself at Chris tma s time. Or is it partly that Rookwood is less well 
remembered? U so, it could be put down to the fact that the large Boys' 
Friend was never an easy paper to collect and re tai n in good condit ion. 
That would be an argument whic h could hard ly hold water , for the whole 
Rookwood series was re prin ted in the Popular, many of the sto r ies 
fea turin g in that paper several times. After Rookwood ended in the 
Friend, the Popula r was almost never without its Rookwood tale right 
till th e end. And, of course, so many of the adventures were r epri nted 
in the S . 0 . 1.. and the Holida y Annua l. fut, maybe , re pri nts did not 
stri ke q ui te the same note, splendid though they were. 

(When the Greyfri a rs Hera ld was put on the market nearly 60 
yea rs ago a s a remarkable halfpenny separate entity it was a joint enter ­
prise of editor Hinton and author Hamil ton. After only 18 weeks , Hinton 
was ord ere d to close down the paper. Hamilt on had written most of the 
content s , and when the paper ended there were still plenty of his short 
items in hand, including a number of his Her lock Sholm es s tories . 
1llis is one of them. ) 

HERLOCK SHOLMES'S CHRISTMAS CASE 

11Chrtsucas to--morrowt• said 
Sht:•lock Hol•~ . 

l s tart ed . 
•Ny dear Sholme:n• I m.Jrmr ed. 



Herloclt Sholo, s !;ll!led. 
•You are surprised, Jot.son , to 

hear me Se that s tatemant wlth such 
poslt lven ess ,• he l"em.rked. •Ye t I 
as&1re you that such ls the case .• 

•I acknowledg11, Shol ces , tJ'lat J 
ought no long er to bt' surprl sed at eny­
thl ng you mlY say or d":1, But rroci "h at 
grounds do you Infer · - • 

•Look rro.i the wlndo,r upon the 
slushy streets and the humtr« crowas. 
all lndlcat.tve of the apprcach of 
C:hr1stm:,.s .• 

•True1 But ,my to-oorrow 
preclse l)"?1 

•Ah, trere we &o a littl e deeper , 
J ot.son. I deduce that Ch.rlstttlas occurs 
to -mrrow tram a studY or th e cal end.ar. • 

•the calen<1ar1• I uclalmed ln 
a ston ishment. 

•txactlyl' 
'A s 101.1 knCM, Sholmes , I have 

endeavoured t.o study your methods , ln 
111:1' hUmtlJe way, yet r confess t do not 
see the comec tl on --• 

•Probabl.Y not , Jotso n. But to th e 
trained mind ll. pre sents no d i tr lcultles . 
Look at th e calendar.• 

I obeyed , 
•It tells you oot.hlng?• 
•Nothing&• I confess ed. 
Shel.mes 511:llled aga in, a somel'lhat 

bored smil e . 
'Ml dear rell01t11, thf> r.alP.MN' 

tnd t cat.es that to-day Is the 24th 
December. • 

•Q.ulte oo, but --• 
'And as Christmas falls upon the 

25th, It f ollows - to an aeute 111100 
accustomed to rapid d'edUctlon.s - that 
to-mrro w Is Chrlstt'lls . • 

I could only gaie at my amazl 1\1 
friend In 11lent admira tion . 

•Bu t there will be no holiday for 
us to-rorro w, ~ dear Jot.son ,• rtSl.lmed 
Her lock Sholmu . • J hiVe rece Ind a 
wtre from the D.tke or Hookeywalker , who -­
Ah, hb C:n11.:~ h..:; ardTtd. • 

&ven as Sholizs spoke the Duke or 
Hookeywalker was !flown Into our sitting 
r oo:i . 

Herlock Shol.D!s r emoved his feet 
t rom the Clalt.elplece Jtlt.h th e gracetul 
courtesy so nat.o.ral to hie. 
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•F ray De s eat.eel ,11 said ShOlD.!S, 
•You ce,y-speak quit e rr eel.y bef ore Ill>' 
trteOO, 01·. Jut.son .• 

•t1r. Sbol l!ICS, l have .su!.t.ained 8 
terrible loss,• 

Sholmes smiled, 
•Your Crac e has lost the pam­

t lcket.?• he enquired . 
•t1r. Sholmes , you must. be a 

wizard! How did you gueu -- • 
•t never guess ,• said Herlock 

Sholmes. •ey busi ness ts to deal wl th 
racts. Pr;cy let me have some detatls.• 

•t t. Is true , l'1r. Sholmu1, that 
the pallllt.lok et. Is mtss l tli , • said the 
Duke In an agl tat. ed voice, •You are 
a,or e that the hous e or Hookeywalk er 
has a reputation ror hospitality , Miich 
m st. be kept up even t n Ulese days. It 
was necessary ror me to give a Chrtst.1111.s 
party at Hooke)' Castle , and to obtain 
the necessary funds the re.ml lY Jewel s 
were pledged wtth ttr . Solomns or 
HouDdsdH.ch, the ticket was In ct,' Otfrl 
keeping - It never lert me. J kept It 
In rtf1 CMn card -cas e . The case nner 
left ~ person. Yet now, Hr. Sholms . 
the card Is missing .• 

• And the card-ca se?• 
•st.111 In Ill)' pocket . • 
•When were the Jewel s pl aced "' th 

Hr. Solomons?• 
' Yest erday morning,• 
•and th e t ick.et. was mls_stng - - • 
•t..as t night.,' faltered the Cllke, 

•How It. had beerl pur l oined Is a c:i.:,stery -
unr athomble.• 

•No ~st.ery Is unratllomable t.o a 
t.ratntd mtm,• sa.ld SholKes calmly , • I 
111111 recover the 11lsstn& pawn-ttcltet..• 

•ttr. Sholmes, you give me new life , 
But how --• 

Shol i:ies Interrupted. 
•A.Ct.er leavi ng Kr, Solocions• 

est.abl ldhment , \lllere did your Grace l07 1 

1 1 had to can at tht Chlnwag 
Deparuoont or the for e ign Ore lee , and 
rro111 there I returned r.o Hookey Cutle. • 

'Y ou oade no other ca1 11• 
•None.• 
•rt. I s scarcel.Y poutble that a 

skilled pickpock et Is t0 be round In 
the rorelgn OUlc. e ,• said Sholns 
thoughtfully . 
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111 ni:,oaalble, nr. SMllllesl every 

ort let al or that grut Department Is 
rar above .usplclon or bt!lng sk11ltd In 
ari:, a:anner what.soner .11 

•TrueL• 
• ni.ert 1, no clue ,• aald tht dW'e. 

1n e1espalr . •8ut unless the lCSulna 
ticke t Is recovered , Mr . Shol mes, the 
HookeywalkE:!I' je wels are lost. .• 

• You aay lea"'e tbe "..l.se In IJIJ 
hancu ,• said Herlock Shol.Cll?s carelessly, 
•I 1ll8Y call at Hock ey Castle with news 
tor you to-morrow . • 

•B lP.ss you , Hr, ShcJns. • 
._rt er the Qlke had ltft , Herlock 

shola:ies lit a couple or pipes,• habit. 
o r hi a 'ftlen • knotty probl em nffded 
creat conceru:.ratlon of t.~ought . I d Id 
not vent.ure to Interrupt the c.edttetlon.s 
or th e.t C'IIBhtY Intellect. 

He .,poke at last, 
•A n r 1 tn t en!sttrc 11ttle probha, 

Jct son . I set th& t you are punlfd by 
rff deduction tMt th e pMntlcli;et wu 
lost b e fore 1'111 Crace had mentlontd It ,• 

•t am asto unded , SMlmes .• 
• Yet It. was slq,le . 1 had heard 

or the great ,oclal 1at1vr1rc at Hook.ty 
c anle . I dtdueed thtt his Crace could 
onlY t=IE'et the bills bY h,ypothecatlna 
th e ( amllY lt Mll . H h hurried YI SI t 
to 100 could have had bu t one meaning -
t deduced that t.he p:awnl.lct::et wa.s e ither 
lost. or stolen. Quite elementary , at' 

dear Jotson. But the r etOYtrJ or U1• 
m.1.sstng tlekel. __. 

• That wl 11 not be so .Sll!Ph , 

Sholmes . " 
Sholmu ro.se t.o hi a reet ll'ld drew 

his celebrated dresstnc - aown about ht11. 
•r cuat. }un you ror a !tlort time , 

Jot. son .• 
• One c;uestlon , Sholmes . You are 

go tng --• 
• Tot.ht Foreign Orr Ice .• 
• But -· 
But Htrlock Shol11H was &Qnt. 

I conrua tnat Sholmes' behaviour 
perple:a:ed me, Re had declared that the 
pJr.kpocllet could not be round In the 
rcr etg n Ortlct. yet bt had 1or.e there to 
i.:o:i:oence his tnvestl&at.lona . When he 

retw-ned to Shaker Str eet , I did r.ot 
vent.ure to quut I on hl11 . The nu t 
!Xlm Ing he greeted me wl th a sm lle as I 
came down Into the st t tlng - roo:i . 

• Jou are ready for a 11t.tle run, 
J o:.son?• he uke d. 

• 1 1111 &brays at ywr service, 
Shol cies.• 

''Then call a t&.1.L.• 
Shortl.y a cab was bearing ua &WI.J, 

Sholaes had &hen the direction to the 
drhe r - •Hooke)' c astl e . • 

•we are gptng to see th e d'Uke, 
Sholn!S? 11 I uktd • 

He nodded . 
• sut t.he mJ s.stn1 P•ntlcket? • 
•watt Sld aee t• 
"nils rtPlY, 'M:)rt)\y or a &reat 

statui:an, ·was &11 I could elicit from 
Sholmes on th e Journey , 

At Hookey Cast.l e , a aoreeou.s 
rootmn a:tmltted us to t.he gre at lf8llSlon, 
Wld we were aho.., Into the pruen:e or 
the c:llk, . 

HI s Crace had I.Ct hta guest, to 
He us . Ther e we.s a s ll&h t. lq:iattence 
In his ramtr. 

•tfY dear ttr . Shol11tt ,• he said . 
•1 sipposed I ha:s ctnn you the fullest 
particulars yuten:sa.y. Tou have o:11led 
m awaY rrom • shove-ha'p tMY party .• 

•r em torry ,• said Sholmes calmly , 
•Return to the Slo ve-ha 1pemy party , 
c,y al 1 means , your Crac e , Md I will 
.;. ll d'I.Other time with the pOIWltlekct.• 

IL?' 

The CIUkt boutried t.o ht s f eet . 
•Nr . Shol•s , you have reeovertd 

Sholmes sn Hed . He delighted tn 
th ese: dr'.a:r.tl c surprtsu. The Ouke 
, ~ at the slip or :ias ttbcard ::::, 
a:iutnc: friend presented to him . 

•shol•ul• t CIJl'mred . I coula 
say no 1:K1re. 

The Duke or Hookey,,alk er took. the 
ticket wll.h trftOl In& r 1n1ers . 

•Hr. Sbol cies ,• he aatd , In tonts 
or Oee-p emotion , •you hint saved the 
honour or the naoe or HO<*tywalker . 
You will s t ay to dlMer , Mr. Sholc:iea, 
Co.ine, I Insist - tbere wtll t>e tr ipe anc:1 
onions, • ht .oded . 

1 1 cannot resist the tripe aid 
onion&,• said Sholnes, with a s:11ne. 

And Wt lt&)'tcl, 



It -.a, not till the tul was 
whlrllna us ho•ward to shaker Street 
that RerJock Sholmu relieved 1111 
curlostt:y . He 1aup«:1. 

•Jou are uto.mded, u u11.1al, 
Jouon7• 

•u usual, Shol11ts .• 
•Yet It ts ury 1i s:ple . The (ft.Ike 

carrlt4 the pawnt.Jck, t In his card- ca.se1 • 

said Sbol11u. •Ht called onlY at the 
Ch1rM'a& Otp&nment or the f oNl&n o rr Ice 
before r , tumlrg hoait, ()J;l.y a 
partlo.Uarl1 chver pickpocket could 
have extrac t ed the t lcket 111'1 th out the 
cMd·cast , and, u his Grace Mu.elf 
recarted, lt was uselus to uaime the 
ulsunce or an.7 partldJ.larly cltnr 
lndhldual In a Govtm amt depvtment . 
'Ibat theory , t?ll!retort, "8.5 excludtd -
the tick e t had not been taken.• 

1Sbolme1t • 
1 1 t had not bttn taken . Jotaon ,• 

said Sholmes calaly, •Jet It hid lttt 
the ClJk11s pos.suston. 'ffle QUHtlon 
... -ho,(1" 

• 1 eonteu It ts <lutte dark to ae, 
Sholou. • 

1 Mat.urall1 ,• laid Shola l drib, 
18ut ey •ntal poJftr1, ct, dear Jouon , 
are or qutte a dlrttrent calibre. • 

•Heat true .• 
"AS the ticket hacl not t>een taken 

tro• t.ht QJ.ke. I deduced thlt he had 
pc-Ltd wltll It unintentionally .• ............. 
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•a ut 1s that poulblt , Sho1••7" 
•Quite , Consider , 1111 dear Jo taon. 

His Crace ktp L the p•ntlcltet , ror $1CttY , 
In hit ~cue . On caJUn,: at the 
ror etsn Ortl ce, he unc. In his card, 
nawrally . ay acctdenL, Jot1on, he 
handed over the paYlrttlck et lnstud of 
h1a own card ··• 

•sh olmes t• 
'And tha t tlcket,JQ tson, wu Uken 

In lnatHd . th n wu the cinlY t.htor, to 
be deci.lC«! rro11 the k.nollf'I tacts . I 
proceeded to t?l.e Olltllfa& Department of 
the Porelan Ortlce, W\d lntenleWtd tht 
orttclal upon Ptto.m the dUke called , 
There-.. a Utt.le currtculty In obL11nlng 
an lnt.enlttt; Wt. he waa MM.tiled at 
last , an1 I questioned him. As 1 had 
dtdUctd, Ult mlsslt¥ pa'Kltlcket ,ras dis · 
cover ed on th e salver , Mer e It had la in 
W\rl.Otlced 1lnce tbe duke•a call. ' 

•Wondtrruu • I nclali:iect. 
Sholaes sCliled In • bored QJ. 

•Etement&r)', QI Clear Jotson . II.It 
here we art a t Shaker Stre et .• 

ColleetQ r s• Ol&eat I.MUil tor 1973. 
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The Yosf 11Qn Colle-d (Interesong items from the 
EdJtor's let ter -bag) 

M, OCKENDEN (Eastbourne): I am trying to tra ce the boys' paper in 

which the following puzzle picture series was pubbshed: The hero would 

be In a seemi ngly impossib le situation. He might be tied to the wall in 

an underground room which was slowly filling up with water. However, 

the careful observer would see that he could escape by breaking the 

bottle that was convenlently placed near his feet and using the glass to 

cut th e rope . He could then float up to the ce lling on the wooden table 

and get through the bar s of the venti lator by smearing himself with the 

grea se that his enemies had so carele ss ly left on top of the cupboard . 

I cannot remember the date, but I imagine it must have appeared 

somewhere between 1946 and 1953. 
(It any reader can hlillp rtr. Ck:kencten, please write to hi m dlrtct. . Hi s ..:ldrns ts 

68 Terminus Road, Eutboumt. - £0 .) 

MER YYN BRANKS (New Zealand): I have appreciated "Danny 's Diary" • 

It has been covering the years when I was reading the old papers. In a 

year or two it will be coming to the period when I "grew up" · then I hope 

it to be as Interesting as ever • perhap s le ss nostalgic and more 

instructive. 

BRIAN DOYLE (Putney): As you rightly recall, Betty Balfour starred in 

the popular '' Squibs" film s in the ' twentles (Squibs. 1921; Squibs Wins 

the Calcutta Sweep, 1922; Squib s , M. P. , 1921; and Squibs ' Honeymoon , 

1923) . Squib s was a tomboyish, cock ney flower·selle r . A sound re· 

make of Squibs was made in 1936 (again starring Betty Balfour), wit h 

Gordon Harker and Stanley Holloway, but this was not par ticul arly 

success ful . 
Betty Balfour a lso starred in such silent films as Cinder s and 

Love, Life and Laughter, and In talkies such as The Bra t (1930), The 

Vagabond Queen (1930), Paddy· The·Next·Be st· 1hln g (1933) and 29 Acacia 

Avenue (1945). I can find no mention of her appearing In Evergreen , as 

you suggest. 
1 can te ll you that she Is still aUve at the age of 70 , but I cannot 

discover exa ctly where she now lives. 
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PHILIP TIERNEY (Gri msby): I am very enthusias tic about Gordon 
Hudson's suggestion that the Greyfriars Saga should be continued by 
substitute authors . 

Charl es Hamilton ' s st ories were usually related to contemporary 
events, and I do not s har e the view of sixth formers in the hobby (I regar d 
myse lf as a thir d for mer) that his char acters died with him. 

Why modernise the char acters and se ttings? Well , Hamilton 
himself always moved with the times. 

Why drag Gr eyfri ars into the pr ese nt day with the risk of spoiling 
past memories ? No-one could be more old-fashioned in per sonal tastes 
than I am. &It the prese nt time , much as I dislike it, would not be 
quite so bad i f Greyfri ars were still part of it. 

Why write new stori es with masses of genuine Hamilt on materia l 
availab le ? Because so far as I am concerned , my enjoyment of reading 
the old stories, which I often do, is marred by a sad feeling that those 
wonderful characters are no longer with us. 

I share with Mr, Hudson the hope that competent writers will be 
given the opportunity of bringing these chara cters back. And I would be 

delighted to welcome St. Frank's back as well. 

CHRIS LOWDER (London): I notice 0. W, Wadham mentioned the 
AP"s Sun and Comet, They were alwa ys packed with historical stuff, 
which suited me down to the ground when I was a kid - Dick Turpin, 
Claude Duval , Max Bravo , etc., all by arti8t~ whu were , and still are , 
great favour ite s of mine: C, L, Doughty, Pat Nicholle , Fred Holmes, 
Er ic Park er . The artist who drew the Greyfriars and St, Jim's strips 
for both papers around 1955/ 57 was that la tte r -day AP sta lwa rt, Reg 
&inn, who went on to do "'The Spider"' for Lion, in the 1960 's. Before 
he came into the comic business, he was a technical draughtsman with 
Rolls Royce , rut gave it up in the late ' 40's when he went free lance. 
An admirer of the lat e C. H. Chapman , he drew every type of strip for 
the AP - western, detective, historical, war, scienc e fiction , school 
story , etc . He deligh ted in drawing very fat m~n. maybe becau se he 
was on the large side himse lf - rut he was als o a master of cr oss­
hatching (tha t rather old-fashioned shading technique a rtists used before 
the invention of arti ficial tone), whic h he laid on with an intrica te 
ingenuity that drove art sta ffs mad , especially if they had to follow it. 
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You ' ll have noticed thal lam, alas, speaki ng in the past tense. Reg 
died in 1970, unfortun ately, in his late-fifties. In his field, he was a 
great artist. 

GERALD FISHMAN (New York): I am alwa ys intrigued by Danny ' s 
Diary, an abso lute ly fascinati ng look at the past. l was wondering if 
he would ever reach the thirties, my period, and what a newsworthy 
period that was indeed: 

TOM JOHNSON (Neston) : J. Tomlinson asks about Toe Lost City. It 
was in fifteen epis odes, released February 1920. Dir ec tor: F. A, 
Martin . It starred George Ches bro and Juanita Hansen, with Fr ank 
Clark and Hector Dion . It was later made into a feature film , abridge d 
from the serial. Juanita Hansen had a tragic life. She was a drug 
addict, and got serious ly burned. 

BILL LOFTS (London): Toe last Magnet substitute tal e was published 
over forty-two year s ago, whilst the majority of them were written 
hall-a-ce ntury ago. I hardly think that the few remaining substitute 
writers would wish to write fresh Greyfriars tale s in the twilight of 
their years . Tuey have not only other occupations, but would also be 
far short of their best . In any case, what publisher would possibly 
contemplate such a project ? 1be market is very, very poor for such 
material . Mrs. Ros s Story wrote some excellent St . Frank 's tales , 
whic h were approved by E. S. Brooks , but no publishers would contemplate 
~uch types of storie s today. Unfortunatel y , the reprinted St , Frank ' s 
tales by Howard Baker Publishers were a. cnmplne flop, a.nd werP the 
lowes t s a le s of any repr in ted project. 

CHARL ES DAY (Keighley): 11irough m y effons , my loca l librar y now 
have on their she lves a dozen of the Baker reprint volumes , fvlagnet, 
Gem, Sexton Blake, and Nelson Lee . Toe borrowing rate of the Nelson 
Lee far exceeds that of all the othe r s . 

C. H. MATTHEW~ (Market Harboro ugh) : I do not think tha t I have ever 
complimented you on the Slade tales. I think they are really good, and 
I have read and re-read the five or six that I have in the Annuals . 

I am so glad that there is going to be another in the forthcoming 
Annual. 



Page 33 

At first 1 rather disliked the 'odd' names, but I have long got over 
that. After all, did not Dornf ord Yates introduce some strange names 
in his wonder ful books 7 

I think Iklddle is a great char acter, and I would like to see a 
seria l about Slade running in the C. 0 . Monthly. Would this be possible? ....... ..... ................. 

News of the Cf ubs 
NORTHERN 

Meeting on Saturday, 10th November, 1973 

If you've ever gone into the wrong exam room by mistake then 
your feelings on being conf~onted by a paper for which you have not 
prepared must have been akin to ours when Harold Truscott presented 
us with his quiz. 

Not that we were all utterly confounded, for Ron Hodgson came 
first with 22, then Ron Rhodes with 19 and Bill Williamson with 16. 

fut I'm afraid that many of us did not know what {or who) it was 
which has both intact, usually close to the ground, at Greyfriars. Or 
who was Mr. Railton's predecessor, or what was the name of the Captain 
of Claverin g, or what was the la st school that Charles Hamilton wrote 
about: 

However I certain of our more erudite members spent some time 
trying to convince the rest of us how very easy it was : 

Tea and sandwiches afforded a break before the next pert of the 
programme, though here some censorship must be impose d - or we shall 
be divu lging highly confide ntia l matters relating to the Christmas Party 
of next month: 

-tt -tt -tt 

CAMBRIDGE 

The Club met at 3 Long Road on Sunday, I !th November. The 
President welc omed new member Edward Witten to the Club. The 
Secr eta ry read a letter from Dr. Peter Smith, of the Edgar Wallace 
Society , expressing his appreciation of the opportunity to attend the 
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Edgar Wallace meeting here . 
Bill Lofts gave a talk on Char les Hamilton 's "Western " stories, 

especially the Rio Kid , referring also to school holldays in a western 

setting. 
Bill Thurbon ga ve a talk on the background of the Western s tories. 

He passed round va rlous westerns. 
Neville Wood played a tape-recording des c ribing the West of the 

Catt le Kingdom, and illustrated with sagas of the American West. 

Deryck Harvey talkled on Western films and film stars, recalling 

especially the B films and the players in them. He illustrated his talk 

with pictures fr om fil m magazines and fro m Danny Posner 's collection 

of Western comics and magazines, inclu ding "Hopalo ng Cassi dy " and 

others. 
A highly successful meeting broke up v•orh mem bers carrying 

away memories of Buffalo Bill, Zane Gray. C . '' " n•, Tom Mix , 

Colts and Winchesters . 
A YOte of thanks to Danny and Mrs. Posne r concluded the evening. 

The next meeting on 9th December . wil l be rhe Cluh Chr istmas 

Party . 3 Long Road, at 5 p. m. Cambridge would wel come members of 

ot her Clubs who might care to come. 

* -fl- -fl­

LONDON 

It was Olakiana 's rum for the November gathering as Josie Packman 

had a good attendan ce a nd a well ln1" nced programme . The Evenin g 

Standard corr espondence of rece nt ed iti ons re the Edwy Searl es Brooks 

and Charl es Hamilton controversy as to who wrote the most words i n 

the old pape rs and books was the subjec t of a debate. Three of the 

ep istle wr iters. Mess rs . Blythe, Doyle and Lofts expound ed thei r views 

and we re then followed by mos t of the rem ai ning company pres ent. A 

fine start to rhe meeting. Brealclng new gr ound, Ma urice Cor kett gave 

his very first ta lk, subje ct , "Why I Joined the Old Boys' !look Club. " 

His re minis cenc es of yes teryear we re intere sung and h.Js m i.Un preferen ce 

Is Nelson Lee. 
Bill Loft s gave another intere sti ng talk and menti oned tht" v1s1t to 
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the F!eetway House of Charle s Hamilton when he met both Hinton and 
Samways. Bill stated how most of the author s be met were informati ve. 
Bob ffiythe spoke of the good publicity that the old paper got by means of 
the exhihition e , clabs and the like duri ng the last quarter of a century . 

Millicen t Lyle 's Greyfri ar s Competition as to what chara cter s 
connected with that sc hool would take fir st in ca se of a fire brought many 
amusing answers , Winner was Bill Lofts , Two Greyfriars pasti ches , 
"Coker Comes a Cropper " and "Well Done Young One" by Laurie Sutton 
were well received. 

Josie Packman' s extra long competition was won by Bill Lotcs, 
who sui tabl y thanked the hostes s for the excellen t hospitality enjoyed. 
Next meeting at Courtfield , 49 Kingsmead, Rulslip , Middlesex, on 
Sunday, 16th December. Kindly inform Robert Acraman if intending 
to be present . UNCLE BENJAMIN ............................ 

Why not have your Magnets, Gems, S. 0. L's , etc ,, 

etc. , • . . bound into BOOKS WITH HARD COVERS and 

THE TITLES LETI'ERED ON THE SPINE IN GOLD? 

Any amuunt undertakt:n, we take about four tu fi v~ w~t:k~ 

from date of receiving. 

GRANGE BINDERS 

r/ o 260 HIGH STREET NORTH 

MANOR PARK 

LONDON E, 12, 

Tel. 01-552·9866 
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