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Tl-US MONTii'S SPECIALS 

Eag les . 13 bound yearly Volume s . Nos. 1 - 13 incl usive. 
as new in black clo th bindings, lettering in gold , spine and 
fronts. Offers as a lot. Many loose issues. 
Union Jack. Bound, six Volumes as new. Red clot h gilt 
le tteri ng . 1211 - 1236 , 1237-1263. 1264-1289,1290-1315, 
1316-1341, 1342 -136 7. £20 each. 
U. J. Supplement. Volume 2, 1924 compl ete , publishers 
bindi ng. £15. 
Over 900 loose Union Jacks. 65p each. 60 copies VGC 
with out supplements . 30p each. 
Detective Weekly. 3 fine bound Volumes . 150-175, 176-201, 
202-227. £15 each. 600 loose , 45p each . 
Boys ' Realm. Bound. Huge yearly Volume as new. 105-
156 . £25. 
Only a few of the wonderful se le cuo n in stock. 
You are very welcome to see my s tock of Old Boys ' Books. 
"Seeing i s be lieving. " Any time between 8 a. m. and 
10 p. m., 7 days a week: Pleas e nng fi r st : 
Unique colle c tion of the writing,; of Maxwell Scot t , 
Pains iaking ex tra cted from Union Jack, B. F. L.. Chums. 
etc . , in fine bindmg s . 

Ho,mon Show 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

UPPER NORWOOD 

LONDON, SE l9 2HZ 

Tel. 01-771-9857 
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A SMEAR ON "'THE BOYS' FRIEND" 

Last month we looked at a so litary Christmas Tr eble Number , 
the brain c hild of that illu str ious Edwardian editor , Hamil ton Edward s . 
lt .is interesting to look for a moment at another Little event of Edwards ' 
career, of about the sa me period. 

ln Decembe r 1905, a youngs ter named Nes bi t, broke open and 
rifl ed a sa fe In Newcastle -on- Tyne. He went on a spending spree, an d 
hid the rest of his guilty gold. The poli ce, however, caught up with the 
youthful burg lar, and he appeared in a magl s rrate"s cour t in January 1906. 

The boy excused him self by saying that he had seen a picture of a 
boy opening and robbing a safe, in "The Boys' Friend". A poli cem an 
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was arrest ed . Toe boy 's father s tsted that he had alwa ys kept a strict 

supervision on what his son read , and was unaware that he had sunk to 

reading a pape r Wee the Boys' Friend . Toe magi strate , a Mr . Hugh 

Morton , was a Newcastle alderman, and was also the head or a succ ess­

ful clothier' s business in that city, so it see ms likely that he wa s very 

near ly as importsnt as he thought he was . From the bench, Alderman 

Morton launched an attack on the Boys' Friend , and express ed the opinion 

that It was scandalous that such unwholeso me lit eratur e should be on sale 

in the shops to corrupt impressionable boys. 
Northern newspapers went to town on the magistrate's comments, 

and some London paper, perhaps not reluctant to have a dig at the 

Harmsworth publications, also gave publicity to the matter. 

Hamilton Edwards, understandably, was annoyed by the Alderman' s 

rema rks , and by the "garbl ed accounts" or the affair which appeared in 

various newspapers. Over a number or weeks be devoted a large section 

of his editorial page to defending himself and the Boys' Friend, and stated 

that be had searched through the pas t four years of the paper , satisfying 

himself that no such picture, as described in court , bad ever fearured 

therein. He cl.i.imed that he had been put to considerable expense in 

following up the case, that the circulation of the Friend had been adversely 

affected by It, and be hinted, rather wildly, at an action for libel. 

Nothing seems to have come of the latter. Magistrates are probab ly 

privileged people . 
Edwards made the mi~ of having too much to say on the 

matter, and sympathy may have changed to bored om if it occurred to 

readers that sometimes "qui s'excuae s1accuse." 

I feel quite sure that plenty of the muck available to the large 

purses of boys today can corrupt the young. 'The Boys' Friend, In 

Edwards' day, had plenty of crime stories and tales of violence, but the 

moral standard was high and generalJy very wholesome. Any Boys' 

Friend reader who went wrong would have gone wrong In any case. 

Edwards may have been rigt,t in thinking that the case could 
affect his circulation . Plenty of parents In those far-off days were 

conscientious concerning what thei r children read. a1t, one suspects, 

the bit of sensationa lism could well brin g in others , anxious to find out 
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Next month the pri ce of Coll ecto r s ' Digest will be increase d by 
one penny. It J.S now exactly two years since the price of C. D. was 
last increased I and , aa ev erybody reali se5, the many facet~ of cost 1n 
conne n on wuh the producuo n and maili ng of the magazine have bee n 
steadil ) going up SJ nee that time . Now our reader s must be asked to 
share in these inC"rease s~ 

I am not s uggesting that thi s small rncrea se wil l pu1 C. D. Into 
the black. rut 1t will hel p a !ml~, espec 1a1ly 1f subscnbers will sen d 
alo ng the rnr.rease on the balance of their unex pired subscriptio ns . In 
these ca ses , only a blesse d few everbXl:ertodoso , 1 might add . 

A': 19 obvious wit h a remini sce nt magaz ine of our rype:1 a la rge 
number of our rea de rs a re e lder ly people • pensioners who have to 
c..ount their coppers in these dJ.!fi cult times . Jt 1s for this rea son that 
the pri ce 01 C. D. has been held down for so long. Now , it Just mu st 
go up, and lt is almo st certain ,Jla, a,nothe r 6mall 1ncrea se mus t come 
durrng the nex' few months. 

A furt her point , For many , many yea r s , we hav e alwa ys poste d 
C. D. in large en velope s . That JS , fla t . The advantages of tbls a re 
ob"o us. es pecia lly for the man) rea ders wbo like ro get a year 's copi es 
boun<I, 

Our new su pply of C. D. envelopes have more than doubl ed m 
pr ic e to what they were 10 the sum mer, and , in additio n . a hefty VAT 
charge 1s s lapped on the top. Our la test consi gnme nt, 1t is ad mit ted , 
is far superio r in quallty to what 1s necess ary, but the re is an acute 
sh or tage of paper , a nd we have to take what we can ge t , and be thankful . 

Enve lope s of half the size we use at pre se nt would necess ita te the 
magazrne being fol ded once down the centre , but they would be less 
costly . We s hall avoid it , if we can , but it may be unavoidable. The 
next time you write , you might mention whether you would be sorry to 
recei ve your C. D. folded once . 

1973, which i s draw ing to a close as I type this edit or ial , ha s 
been a worr ying · year !or the man in the edito r 's chai r - not because 
reader s are any less appreciative and enthusiastic, but sole ly on acco unt 



01 thP ,nfl ano n wtuch bangs over the country like• pitch-bla ck cloud. 

In a letter fro m Jack Overhl ll, my dear old frie nd winds up: 

"These are dHficult days, but we've seen worse, haven't we ... " 

I su ppose we have . We must pray for a return of decency while 

so many are g lorify ing an d makin g money out of indecency, and for a 

r eturn of Fa ith in our land where, for too long , a moral standard bas 

been allow ed to slip and s lid e . 
Tii E EDITOR 

...... t • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • . .... .. 

JAl\'UARY 1924 

Rookwood in the Boys' Flie ud lcicked off the New Yea r with 

"Tra i1""1 in U,e Suow·-. Sti ll 011 lloli day at the Prio ry , Texas Lick wa a 

d1t: oue wiao rollowt:J a ~uow tra il at.cf found the man whv had 5tolE:n Mr . 

Sliver's Tintoretto. 
On their way back to schoo l in "Cut by the Study" , Texa s Llclr. 

µlays pukc::r iu lht: Leaiu wllh a card-s har per named Captain f\1nter , aud 

annuys the Fi st ical Four thert:by . So much so that they send Lick to 

Covt:ntry un1ll ht: promi•t:• to du no more iiarr,Lllng . 

The last Texas Lick tale was " F<!d Up Wit h Rookwood. " Lic lc 

persuadt:s the FJl3tlcal Four to b, eak bounds with him and go for a day 

trip Lo 6rii:f1to11. llul cir cu111sta ucea cause the Rookwoode rs to be taken 

by a policeman when they arrl vt: Jn Brighton . Jimmy Silver & Co . 

deci de to take their floggings , but Lick isn't keen on it. He decides to 

clea r off and go back to hi s Pop in Texas . In a way I'm sorry he bas 

gone, for I Ille"<! the Lick stories . 
La st of the month was "Worlr.Jng the Ora cle" , and i t wa s a 

welcom e retu rn of Putty Grace in the lead . Putty' s unc le, Mr. Theophilu s 

lklbb, wan ts to adopt him, p roviding he leaves Rookwood , goes to live 

with Mr. &lbb, and cha nge s his aame to &bb. lllt Putty finds a way to 

pe r s uade hi s Ir.Ind unc le that it would not be a good idea at all. A lovel y 

Rookwood month in the Friend. 
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The Mic hael Poole sto rie s conti nue in the Friend, and there is a 
new David Goodwin se rial "T opsail Tony." 

Good news for bird lovers this month . The Fa r oe Island s off 
Nort humber land have been purchased by the Nation al Tru st for use as a 
bird sa nctuary . 

Splendid new Granite Grant and Mlle. Julie s tory in the Sexto n 
Blake Libra ry this month . It is calle d "The Secret of the Black Wallet ", 
and it , tarts in Monte Carl o where a young wastrel loses all his money 
a nd gets mixed up in a lot of intrigue. Great, thi s ta le . 

It has been a bitte rl y cold month , with days of very heavy snow . 
The re has a lso been a railwa y strike . A portion of the rail way's 
dnvers a.re ca lled ASLEF , and these have struck, so that service s 
have been a bit topsy- turvy . Not so nice , hanging about in the co ld for 
trams that don't come . 

We now have the country 's first Labour government , Mr . 
Jlaldwm has resigned, and Mr. Ramsay Macdonald has formed a 
mhustry . 

Firs t story in the Magnet this yea r was the la s t of the Chr istm as 
senes. In " The Wra ith of Lochmulr", Sandy Bean , the old piper, saved 
Aubr ey and Mick Angel when the y went through the Ice of the loch . But 
ll turned out that Sandy was actuall y the one who was pla ying ghost . I 
have rea d Christmas stories I like better , but ther e were plenty of nice 
th!ngs m this Christmas series about the Lochmuir ghos t . 

After this, the Magnet s lipped for the rest of the mont h. In 
"Th e Gre yfri a rs Newspape r" , Fisher T . Fish started it , and , when 
there was a shortage of news, he made up se nsational item s. He came 
a cro pper when the printer s wanted the ir money . 

In "The Waywardne s s of Wlbley" , Wibley ran away from scho ol 
to join a thi rd - ra te touring stage company , and found it ha rd going. 
Last of the month was "The Greyfrlars Flood" when a dam broke and 
flooded the neighbour hood. The Remove team played football (or water 
polo) in swim ming sui t s, while Wingate refereed from a sailing boat, 
with a mega phone in one hand , an oar in another hand, and a whls tle o 
round his neck. Silly . Who'd want to play swim-football In the flood s 
in January ? 

The sub marine L24 has been los t with forty-three live s after a 



co lli sion with the battleship "Reso lution. " 
The real -life wonder s of Tutankhamen' s tomb, which drew a 

Lot of interes t this yea r all over the world , would see m to have ins pired 
an exci ting new se ri es now running in the Nel son Lee Library. The 
St. Frank 's mu seum has been enriched by a numbe r of price les s 
trea sure s, includin g the mumm y of the ancie nt K1ng of Baal , which have 
been pre sented by Lord Dorri mor e . The new curator of the museum i s 
an Egyptia n named Dr. Karnak, and i mmedi ately after his arri val there 
were strange and inexplica ble happenings at St. Fr ank' s . The chums 
are suspici ous of Dr. Karnak, and it rums out that he wants to sec ure 
poss ess ion of the treasure s. It also turn s out that the awful Shape , 
which has haunted the neighbourhood of tbe school, ls a deformed 
African native who act s as a bodyguard to Dr . Karnak. 

This month 's tal es are "The School Museum Mystery", " The 
Evil Eye of Baal", " The Curse of tbe Moon God", and " The Sign of the 
Sacr ed Scarab. " 1be se rie s continues. 

In tbe Ge m, a half-and-half month. In " Tom Mer ry 's Foe", 
St. Jim 's Is back for the new term, and the feud goe s on between 
Cardew., the new captain, and Tom Merry , tbe old captain. Tom rushe s 
to the defen ce of Cardew who i s being attacked by Cutts in a wood. In 
"Just Like Cardew", the new skipper becomes slacker than ever, and, 
In a new elec tion at the end of the story, Cardew amazes everyone by 
voting for Tom Merry - who becomes captain once more. 

Next was a weak affa i r named "E ric Kildare 's Secret " . A 
longer tale than the usual ones , but none the better for that. K1ldare 
tries to sa ve bis cousin from disgrace . 

Final of the month was "A Vendetta at St. Jim' s." A new boy, 
an Italian named Dimarco , comes to work out a vendetta against 
Contarlni , but ends up as bis friend . I thought Contarlni left St. Jim• s 
years ago , but apparently be is still there. At any rate, Dimarco 
leaves at the end of tbe story, so there is something to be thankful for . 

A fai r month at the Pictures. We have seen Mary Miles Minter 
in "1be Little Clown"; Constance Talmadge in "The Ordeal"; Harold 
Lloyd in "Why Worry ?' ; Rudolph Valentino back again in "The Sheik"; 
Richard Talmadge in "The New Reporter "; and Tom Mix In "Yes , we 
have no Temper: " 
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I had a good num ber of cas h prese nts over Christmas , and just 
before sc hool starte d I too k Mum to the Wimbledo n Theatre to see "AU 
Baba and the Forty 1bi eves" , In the pantomime they sang the song 
everybody i s s inging, "Glide my Golden Dreamboat", and Clarice 
Mayne sang a toe-ca pping new song: 

"She brought her father, her mot her , 
Her sister, and her brother , 
Oh, I never see Maggie alone.'' 

.................... ......... . ..... 
Why not have your Magnets, Gems, S. 0. L's, etc , , 

etc. , ... bound into BOOKS Wl11-I HARD COVERS and 

THE TITLES LE TIB RED ON 11-IE SPINE IN GOLD? 

Any amount undertake n , we take about four to five weeks 

fro m date of rece iving. 

GRANGE BINDERS 

r/ o 260 HIGH STREET NOR11-I 

MANOR PARK 

LONDON E.12. 

Te l. Ol -552-9866 

w A N T E o : Goexl lo ose copies or volumes containlna one or IIX>'r't or the following: 
~ 26 . 828 , 832. BOYS' F'RlEME lssues between Nos. 1162 am 1256 ( Inclusive). 
Good copie s essential . 

~ · 
EXCD..Slm. HOOSE, CR>acHJ.N RO., CROOKHl.11, HAtl'SHlR&. 



OLAKIANA 
conducted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

I trust you have all had a Merry Christmas, plenty to eat , plenty 
to read and lots of other entertainment. At the time of writing there 
are the usual threats of power cuts, but if everyone ha s laid in sto cks of 
cand les we can at lea s t read , in bed if ne cessary . 

I am sure you will all agree with me that 1973 was an ex cellent 
year for mak!ana and the New Year has already begun well with this 
January issue. My thank s are due to all our contributors and so please 
keep up the good work and let us all have a Happy New Year. 

JOSIB PACKMAN 

TANGEN1S by Christopher Lowder 

One of the things (one of the many things) I like about the Old 
Boys' Papers resear ch field Is that it's so extensive, and there's always 
something new and surprising waiting Just around the corner. 

You can gai n this new and surpri sing pri ze - this fresh Jolt to 
your collectors' complacency - any number of ways, but usually, I've 
found, when what you're looking for has nothing whatever to do with what 
you actually find. Immersed in one subject (an author, an illustrator, 
a type of story , and so on), you find yourself suddenly blown off at a 
wlld tangent on to something quite different •• • and sometimes far more 
startling . 

Recently, whilst investigati ng that hardy annual, the Frank 
Atkins / Frank Aubrey / Fenton Ash/F. St. Mars prob lem (who was who, 
who wrote what, when ,, where, and was the father the son, or the son 
the father, or, indeed, the daughter - and other complications) , I came 
across, 'midst other finds of rather less note, an enti rely new field of 
G. H. Teed research, and an entirely new (that is to say , old, and 
entire ly forgotten and unrecorded) Sexton filake story. 

Since it may inte re st you to follow the crooked path of the ardent 
researcher hot on the trail, here is, briefly, what happened. 
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There is an Amer ica n adventure story wri te r I 'm rather fond of 
named Arthur 0. Friel . He specialized in tal es of the South Amer i can 
Jungl e , was an exceedi ngl y good writer , and wrote mainly for that 
excellent old American pulp magazine Adventure . So did s uch stalwans 
as Talbo t Mundy , An hur Howden ·Smuh , Ra fael Sabatini, J. Allan Dunn, 
and (as l dis covered when I bought up a whole pile for their Frie l stories 
some months ago) 60 did F , St. Mars. 

F. St. Mars ? Toe nature s tory writer? Toe very same . 
lnteres ling, to say the lea st . But what was the writer whose real 
name (ac cordi ng to Amalgamated Pre ss cheques) was F . Atldns, Jnr . 
(and thus, the son of that F. Atkins whose pseudonyms included' Frank 
Aubrey' and 'Fenton Ash', and who se work is avidly collected by 
dev otees of ear ly scie nce fiction and fanta sy , who will pay 40 quid and 
ove r for a copy of bis ''The Radium Seekers" in fin e condi tio n) doing in 
a magazine devo ted to tough, full·blooded adventure yarn s? Why, 
writing nature stories, of course . 

Curiouser and curiouser . They must be very good nature 
stories, l su pposed . They wer e. Exceptionally good, in fact . 

At this point, the long arm of coin ci dence (fate , luck, call it 
what you like, but without which no researcher would ever get anywhere) 
ex tended i tself . Whils t browsing through a Hampstead second ·hand 
book shop, so me days later, my eye caught .• . Well, wha t else? The 
name F. St. Mars , of course . " The Wili:I Unmasked", Chambers, 
1920 · fine condition, !Op. 

l bought , read, was converted , More St. Mar s I had to have . 
Or , if not sto ries, at l east information. A chec klist was indi cated. 

So , down to the Fleetway vau lt s, hot·foot. St. Mars wrote 
mai nly for the old Red Magazine and the London Magazine (the latter 
wi th bea uti ful illustrations by that fine artist Warwick Reynolds). A 
full list was soo n compile d · during whi ch , I was knoc ked off at so many 
tangent s I'll be occupied for the next year and a half at l eas t sorti ng them 
all out . 

Let's deal with G. H. Teed first of all. In 1915, be wrote a 
two·part fantasy story (with more than a touch of mysticism about it) 
for the Red Magazine · No . 156, "The Strange Adventure of Professor 
Sampson Parr" (l Oct. 15); and No. 158, "The Disappearance of 
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Dr , Coe" (1 Nov. 15) • l!nder the bylin e Hamil ton Teed , 
Toe plot conce rns strange s pider-lik e bei ngs (the Selenite s) who 

inhabit the Moon, but who can transport themse lve s (via a for m of space · 
warp) fro m the Moon to the Earth, where they change themse lves into 
beautiful women, wi th a view to co nquering our planet~ 

Fai rly far -out, you mi ght think , from the heavy of the Sexton 
ffiake saga? Not reall y . Tee d wa s ver y much into fantasy , sci ence 
fic tion , and the lik e at this period in his life, as the Blake versu s Prin ce 
Menes series in the 1917 UJ shows (see my arti cl e ln the CD Annual , 
1972 - "The Progr essive Phase of G. H. Teed") , and , as an incidental , 
it must be remembered that a t the end of his life (in the late-'30's) he 
was hammering out dozens of sc ience fiction and fantastic los t race 
stories for Odhams Pre ss . These two early ones for the Red Magazine 
were not at all like his Blake stories of me period • howeve r, more a 
cro ss between H. G. Well s and William Hope Hodgso n. 

However, now I was on the Teed trail , it occurred to me to look 
further afield. Having proved the exist ence of two stor ie s for the adult 
ma rket , it wa s like ly there were more to be unearthed . air where? 

A logical progre ss ion (too long to go into here) led me to Answers 
Library , that well-known romance lib rary to which many of the Juvenile 
writers contributed • Andrew Murray, Sidney Drew, H. Gregory Hill, 
Cecil Hayter (remember tha t name it'll cro p up again), etc , 

Jackpot: A steady two hoursworth led me to No. 371 (30 June, 17) 
"A Love Awakened," by "the author of ' Yvonne"'. A " comp lete 
Canailla n roman ce" and set in New Brunswick, to boot. The plot 
involves the s tock mar ket, wheat spe culati on, and so on . • • Dick 
Saunder s loves Eleanor Brent, but i s abou t to be ruined by Digby 
Falklner - a novel in tbe classic Answer s Library mold. 

Okay. Now • •. what about that Sexton Blake s tory ? 
Naturally, any researcher worth his salt keeps his eyes open. 

Anything that looks even faintly interesting is worth investigating • •• 
and sometimes strange secrets are hidden beneath the most innocent­
seemiog covers (I should say wrappers :). 

Thus, while tracking throug h tbe Interminably un - torrid tales of 
Edwar dian (well , Georgia n) love in Answers Libr ary, who shoul d l come 
across but another yarn -spinner of great merit, Cecil Hayter . Another 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Pa~ge 13 
li s t to be complied, c learl y - Hayter bei ng an old favourite of mine. 

And thus •• . No. 85 (6 Jan. 12) , "'The Man in the Tr ai n" - a 
Sexton Blake story, no le ss (and with a cracking conclusion, too • whe re 
the vi lla in plunges scre amin g over the edge of a quarry: Great stu ff . ), 
An added bonus: Hayter' s "Man In the Tra in" is illustrate d by our old 
frie nd Ar thu r Clarke. 

So there we are . Some Interesting lines of resear ch revea led 
s imply because I wanted to compile a list of F. St. Mar s stor ies . 

Of course, I' d known that Teed had written for the purely adult 
ma r ket before , but only toward s the end of his life (sto r ies by him can 
be found in America n pulp s of the mld - to lat e - '30's - Thrilling 
Adventures , for ins tance), and not at the start of his caree r. 

And as for the Blake novel • well, that 's jus t another one to be 
added to the li st. I doubt not that there a re yet more stor ies to be 
unearthed in the vast colle c tion of magaz i nes publi s hed by t he 
Amalgam ated Pre ss from the 1890' s up to 1940. The tri ck l s to find 
'em : 

SEXTON BLAKE JS ALIVE AND WELL , ,. by Deryck Harvey 

Sext on make him se lf an swered the door , and s mile d. " Mr. 
Harv ey?" he asked . "How very nice to se e you. Won't you co me in ?" 

I' ve met thousa nds of people and undertaken hundred s of int er­
views in my time, but nothing had give n me a gr eater thri ll than thi s 
moment. 

Could it be true ? I'd written abou t "Blake's End" and " Blake's 
Demlse" in recent i ssue s of "Colle ctors ' Dige st", Then I had a brigh t 
idea: why not ask the man himself about his premature "retirement "? 

Blake took me into his Bake r Str ee t home , ushered me into hi s 
penthouse fla t which , I'd re ad , had cost £27,543 at lea st eigh t years ago . 

"Do sit down. Would you care to smoke?" He pro ferred a 
wooden cigarette box. There was a choice of br ands . 

"Mr . Blake , •• l s ta mmered. ··1 , , . er , • , " I muttered something 
about the pleas ure he had given me and countless others over the years, 
and the wonderful exampl e he had se t, 

"Ah , yes," he sai d , "Good of you. People are so kind." He 
broke off , put a ma tch to a briar pipe, and puffed at it un til cloud s of 
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blue smoke blllowed aro und him . 
"Now, what 's all thi s a.bout my retire ment? Exaggerated . you 

know. The fact i s, I've never been busier . You might say business i s 
booming :" 

make ' s polite ness , his rhetorical questio ns and short s ta tements, 
had helped to put me at my eas e. 

Now he was in full spate. "I was sorry when the old Sexton 
Blake Library died," he said . "It was well en ough liked , and as you sa y , 
it gave pleasure to a gr ea t many people . 

" It would be wr ong, however, to think that I'v e been phase d out in 
any way: You Just have to look around you to know tha t there's as much 
cr ime about today as ever." 

make' s br ow knitted; his V-shaped peak seemed to lurc h forward. 
" I was pleased, you know, when Mr. Balcer brought the image up·-co-date 
in the fourth series . A man has to mo,,e with the times . Fo r a long 
time, Sexton make Inves tigation s had been under way. I know some 
readers didn 't lik e it, but, well, a man doesn 't a lways lik e to be buried 
in the pa st :" 

There was a knock at the door, and a head peeped round . 
"Ab , Mrs, Bardell," said Blake, "anit'a timely cup of tea." 

He himself poured, and offered thinly -cut s lice s of frui t cake. 
"As I was saying, you have to keep up , although I was rathe r 

amu sed when the TV series featured some of the earlier cases . An 
excellen t performance by Mr. Payne, I thought , " 

I hesitated to ask make about hls curren t cases - profe ss ional 
etiquette, and all that . lilt he seemed to anti cipate my thoughts . 

"You must be wondering what I' m engaged on at the moment? 
I suppose the stories will be told one day. Northern Ire land. Industrial 
sabotage. The bomb -scare cases . " 

All too soon, my time at Baker Street was at an end. "Is that 
all right ?" Blake asked, " I'm afraid I shall have to ask you to excuse 
me now. I have an appoinnne nt in a few minutes' time ." 

He s howed me the way to cbe door, "Give my regards co 
Mr. Fayne and Mrs. Packman, won't you?" he said. "I always enjoy 
'Colle ctors' Digest"'. 

" Do you know, i t must be about 25 year s sinc e one of its reade r s 
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came to se e me . " He pondere d. '"A Mr. Maur ice Bond, I think , in 
1948." 

I shall never forget my meetin g with Sexton Blake , or my visit to 
Baker Street . The great dete ctive prove d as polite, cha rmin g and 
per sona ble a s I'd a lwa ys im agined him . 

What ls more, he 's alive and well and living in London, and I 
ca n't help feeling tha t all his re cent ca se s will be recorded , one da y . 
Soon, I hope • . . . . • • ti .. • • .. • ., • .. .. • * 

Nel,on Lee Column 
UNLUCKY NELSON LEE ? by W. O. G . Lofts 

Long ago, 1 reac hed the conclusion that the Nelson Lee and 
St . Frank 's character s se emed to be unluc ky i n eve ry way. Seemingly 
alway s having to complete against similar and more popular character s. 
1 r efe r of course to Sexton ffiake , and the schools of Grey friar s , St . Jim' s, 
and Rookwood, Unlu cky could al so be the term applied to the creator of 
Nelson Lee - Maxwell Scott , and co Edwy Searle s Brooks, creator of 
St . Fra nk 's . Both suffered fru st ration at editor s ' and admini strators ' 
hands with their characte rs, as we sha ll see starting righ t a t the 
begi nning • . • Sexton ffiake fir st appeared in the ! Marvel, of 1893. 
Nelso n Lee did not appear until forty issues later in 1894 , so ffiake 
alre ady had a big start in populari ty . &it to balan ce this, Maxwell 
Scott was a far superior writer to those who were penning the Blake 
s tories. One could say that up to about 1900 both characters were equal 
in populari ty. In 1904 , however , W. H. Back , editor of the Union Jack, 
decided to make it exclusively Sexton ffiake's own paper. He could have 
easily chose n Nelson Lee , but he didn't, and so Lee then had to play 
second fiddle in odd serials In other boys' papers, and in the Boys' 
Friend Library. The balance see med to have been returned in 1915 
when the Nelson Lee Library was launched. To enab le other writers to 
pen s tori es of the Greys Inn Road detective , Maxwell Scott sold the copy­
right of the character to Amalgamated Press for only £50 . He easily 
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could nave got fif<:y time s t~.at amou nt, !! onli• he bad had a prnpe r 
bus iness ability , Scott then r eti red more or less bi tter at how much his 
chara cter was reall y thought of in the finan cial sense . Some three 
months late r , the Sexton Blake Library sta rted , when unfortunately for 
Nel son Lee , the sa le s of this venture were far superior. Sext on make 
was far better known and more popular. Apart from the U. J. he bad 
al so appe a red in short sto ri es in Answer s and Penny Pictoria l, These 
publi cati ons ran int o the milli on plus catego ry . lliake bad also appeared 
in numerou s play s on the stage , and his name was practically a house­
hold word. There was talk of folding the N. L. L. in 1917, when som e­
one came up with tbe idea of having a sort of schoo l -cum-detective tale 
ea ch week , and so St . Frank ' s was born . E. S. B. was given the Job , 
and told to "model his schoo l on Greyfriars", though I personally have 
never found any resemblance at all between the two schools - which is 
to his cred i t . Thi s nove l idea caught on and the circulation rose to 
reasonable proportions. Indeed , so much so, that in 1919, and borrow­
ing the idea, H. W, 1\vyman then editor of Detective Library had Sexton 
Blake attending Kingsmere College in a series of tales written by S. G. 
Shaw, In the same year, and because of the growing popularity of 
St. Frank's, a se ries of short stories featuring that school and written 
by E. S, B. s tarted in the lloys' Realm. It was also around thi s time that 
Harold May was appointed editor of the N. L. L. , W. H. Back being 
promoted Direct or of the firm. May, however was very ea sy going and 
he let E. S. B. have a completely free hand in everything. He also had 
the unfortunate habit of Jumping the gun with things without consulting 
higher authority, I realted a story in a recent C. D. of where a writer 
spe nt a considerable time in writing a Lee ta le, then having it rejected 
because May had not got higher permi ss ion first. Harold May had 
already blotted his copybook by giving E. S. B. a higher rate for stories 
than even Charles Hamilton was getting! When E. S. B. asked the same 
thing for his l!oys' Realm St. Frank's tales , R. T. Eves then editor, 
refused pointblank and rather than submit to him, wrote all tbe latter 
tales him se lf - with the aid of Maurice Nutbrown a sub-editor. In 1925 
the famous Schoolboys Own Library started, and not to be outdone, 
Haro ld May later in that year, brought out the Monster Library. There 
is no question that the latter publication was far superior to the S. O. L. 



Page 17 

as tr.e s tories were not cut. The big s nag was the price of 1/- to the 
S. 0 . L's 4d . Conseque ntl y the sa les were ne ver high, as most N. L. L. 
readers si mply could not afford to buy it , The amaz ing thing was tha t 
the Monste r Library ran for nineteen issue s , but i t cease d lo 1927. It 
was al so about thi s time , that the N. L. L. sale s began to s lide , Why 
exac tly one will never know, as E. S. B. was writing as well as eve r , but 
perhaps the novelty had gone , A scape- goat had to be found an d it was 
Haro ld May , He wa s re placed by Alfred Edgar so mewhere about 1928 . 
(May did not r etir e as sta t ed by E. S. a Staff records at A. P. pr ove tha t 
he did not leave Fleetwa y until the ea rly thi rti es , ) Edgar was unlike 
May lo every r es pect , and was stro ng -willed , precise, and methodical. 
The disc us sions of future sto r ies was by all a cco unt s a str ong clash of 
per sonalitie s. Edwy insist ed tha t he knew exactly what the readers 
wanted. Edgar in sis ted that E. S. a was only a contributor, and sho uld 
wri te what an editor told him. Curiously enough, the sto ries s till 
r ea ched a high standard, and Edgar not long after left the N. L. L. but 
went on to far greater thin gs as the playwrite 'Barre Lyndon' , and 
became wor ld famo us in Hollywood. Jiinmy Caudwell the next editor 
under ' Monty ' Haydon (who had repla ced W, H, Back who had died 
ab road) was told simply to get E. S. a to plug Handforth for all hi s 
worth in the sto ries , and make him the leading chara cter a s Billy Bunter 
was in the Magnet, The lat e Mrs. Fra nces Brooks told me that Edwy 
got almost to di slik e him in the end, Arth ur Jones was replac ed by 
Kenneth Brooks as arti s t , the form er probably bettering him self, by 
more lucrati ve work on the new paper, the Thriller, which certainl y 
had a greater readership . By this time, the once proud N. L. L. had 
been relegat ed into a corn er of a sub -edi tor's office . Sensing that be 
was on a good-hi din g to nothing , Caudwell s hortly moved over to the 
firm of Odhams, where his creative talents were eventually put to good 
use on Mickey Mouse Weekly and Modern Wonder. The N. L. L. also 
was regarded a s some thin g of a joke amongst editor s at that time , as 
everyone knew it would in the near future be killed off , and they avoided 
like the plague any hint s or sugges tion s to take it over . However 
even tually it was taken over by the Compani on paper s editor Mr. C, M. 
Down, who in an interview some years ago stated quite frankly , • • 

• tes 1 you are co rrect In your tntonnat ton. Arter bei ng bSJdled about rrolD 
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d:q1a1~c.1Denf. t.o a ~par &ment , the Lee Llbrary was tl nal l.y handed over t.o me. 
Thts was ( pt esume t 9Caust or our success In the s..hool st ory r1 eld . 
Per sonaJlY, I never had my Intere st In St . Frank's, nor was I part lcul arty 
anxious t.o renel'f contact wit h E. s . Brooks - Wbo was a so~ what dtrr lc ul t 
msn tci dea l "I th In his ear ty days tn wrl tl~ ror the Hagnet and Ca'l. 1 
act ual lY handed over the l. lbraq t o one or our ch ie f sub- edl (,t)rs, Hedl ey 
O•Hant , r..o have a co 1111let.ely t r ee hand. He had had g reat expert e f'M!e wtt.h 
the .school /d e tec ttv e t al es - havln& writ ten tbe r errers Locke stc rt e.s In 
the Ha&net. arter Charl es Haml l t on had r'lased to write thei::P ••. 

O' Mant the las t editor , was of the new t) 'P" of school , and had the strong 
convic tion that the Lee tale s s hould have the D. C. Thom son type of 
stori es• and it i s no wonder that many readers have ass umed i n re cent 
year s that E. S. B. never wr ote many of the tale s, Gone was the easy 
flow of wr i ting , and s lang and other impossi ble theme s finally killed off 
the N. L. L. after ye t another series of mainly re pri nts . The la st i ssue 
was 23rd Augus t, 1933, being amalgamated into the Gem . St, Franks, 
stor ie s of cour se continued in various publications up to 1940 . 

Enthusiasts of Nelson Lee today are al so unlucky in getting in s ide 
data of their favourit e paper . Wher ea s s o much data ha s been gleane d 
from Magnet and Gem offices, tbe amount in the St. Frank' s saga i s ni l. 
Allred Edgar and Jimmy Caudwell both refu sed to discu ss it when 
contacted , Harold May ls belie ved dead, s o are Hedley O' Mant , and 
the chief editors, Down and Monty Haydon . Ar thur Jones completely 
disappeared, whil st Kenneth Brooks' information was negli gible . Mr s . 
Broo ks blamed the whole decline and dea th of Lee on Money Haydon - yet 
it was Money wbo suggested the name of 'Norman Conque st ' for E. S. B's 
famous 'Berk eley Grey' pen-nam e , and who in the Thrille r undoubtably 
made his name far more famous (and his small fortune) than his St. 
Frank' s sto ri es. Nelson Lee and St , Frank 's bad an unlucky history , 
but lucky enoug h for Edwy Searles Brooks . It was Amal gamated Pre s s 
who eventua lly put him on the road to fame and fortune . . . . . . . .. ......................... . 
WANT t D O R EAT LY : Na&nets 1201 - 2j 1164 - 5 ; 1158 - 7 : 1137 - 5; 
11}2 . Also m:>st below. Good ir tces. Eze hanges, co rTespondenee "el come. 

J .d e fl'.&ITAS. 

29 c1w m ST., HJGHm. VI ST'ffl l A, AUSTRALIA 3190. 
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THROUGH OTIJER EYES by Les Rowle y 

Greyfriar ~. Its Staff and Scholar s . a s seen by per so ns in e ,eryday life , 

Mr . Well s of Wharton Lodge , Wimfo rd, Surrey . 

The rays of the afternoon su n slanted their way through the pa ntry 
window to find reflection in the silver candelabra that Mr . Wells was 
poli s hing. I alread y had a feeling tha t I was being grante d more of an 
anuclience than an interview. It had not been easy to obr.ain a few 
minute s wit h the butler of Wharton Lodge and 1 knew tha t I would have to 
tread waril y indeed If our meet ing were to be of any value at all. 

I had accepted and Joined Mr . Wells in a glass of his mas ter ' s 
port and the gentle warmt h of the ruby liq uid and our mutual ap preciatio n 
of the wine helped us both to relax . 

"Yes, 1 do re call the a fternoon when the Colonel to ld me to se nd 
Mas ter Harry to him. It had been known for some time belowstairs that 
Master Harry would be going to sc hool and the popular s urmise was that 
the school would be that of the master' s for Greyfrlars sti ll cla im s the 
Colone l 's attention as a member of the Governing Board. 

We did not view Master Har ry's depar ture with any great regret. 
He had pro ved hims elf a wilful lad of high spirits - s piri t s tha t were 
often mis-d ir ected. To us it seemed agreeable tha t the staff should be 
relieved of servi ng suc h a qui ck tempered boy whose i ntroduction to the 
hard fac ts of life seemed much over due . The School can claim muc h 
credit for transform ing the Master Harry of those days into the Maste r 
Harry that we all respect today. 

Apart fro m the influence of the School it self, the pe rso nal 
influe nce of his friends has a lso had its effect . lt is easy for those who 
know to detect in Master Harry's character something of the open 
honesty of Mastery Cher ry , the calmne ss of Master Nuge nt, and the 
frankness of Maste r Bull. It is , however , to His Highness the Pri nce 
Huree Jamse t Ram Singh that most credit must go for directi ng a 
previously self -centr ed natu re in to less sel fish channels. These few 
comments mus t , however , suffice for my impressions of Master Harry 
and his immediat e ci rcl e of frien ds. 

I fee l able to speak more freely about a Master Bunter - a pe rso n 
who enjoyed the hospitality of this roof more often than by invita ti on, 
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ot alm os t unlimited appetite it was impossible to estimate the r equire­
ment s for tabJe when he i s present . Meals a t orthodox dmes prove 
in suffici enc for such a capacity , The s il ver biscuit box on the dini ng 
room sideboard is emptied within minutes of it being filled; the number 
of cakes and pie s annexed fr om the larder can only be computed fr om the 
amo unt of c rumbs found In the bedclo thes of Master Bunter's bed . Thi s 
person's gluttony Is only ma tche d by his laziness and his disregard for 
the truth. I mus t confess , Sir , that there have been occasions when I 
have been tempted to accelerate the departure of this interloper by the 
application of a well placed boot: 

But l forget myself , Sir. That l have continued to se rve the 
same master for so long a period is ample proof , l think, of the este em 
in which l hold Colonel and Miss Wharton . A period that has covered 
some unique oc curren ces at the lodge especially when Maste r Harry has 
been home on holiday with some of his friend s . l can see from your 
face that you are familiar with some of them and l will not dar e to 
encroac h on your remembrances. Here I am , and here I s hall remain, 
serving my master and mistress and, on occasion , their nephew. Some 
say, Sir , that the day of the butler is over. l intend, Sir, to refute that 
suggestion by continuing to play my pan as butler at Wharton Lodge. 
And, now if you will excuse me, Sir, I must instruct young Thomas in 
his duties for tomorrow . The ca r will take you to the station, Sir, in 
time for you to catch the 5 . 45. Good day, Sir, and • . . thank you, very 
much, Sir: " 
• * • ••••• • ••••••• * ••• 

DO YOU REMEMBER 7 by Roger M. Jenkins 

No. 115 - Magnets 1084-5 - Who Punched Prout ? 

One of the most disti nctive features of the Magnet during the 
nineteen · twenties was the development of the relationshi p between Coker 
and Mr. Prout . Charles Hamilton entertained the read er with long 
des criptiv e passages concerning the trouble each caused the other, all 
written with such a detached air of tolerant amusement that even the 
youngest read er s could appre ciate some of the humour of the situation, 
whilst the older readers could savour it to the full. Nothing Ulustra ted 
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better the w1sdom of not wri ung·dow n to your audi ence than the se ries m 
Magnets 1084·5 , deali ng with the punching of Prout. 

The firs t cha pter was devoted to ana lysing a si tua tion In the Fi fth 
form . Prout was utte rl y weary of Coker ' s abysmal igo oranc_e 1 whilst 
Coker consi de red that he was being victi mise d by an Ignoran t for m · 
ma ster. Late r on he develope d this theme at lengt h In the games st udy , 
and his pre di c tion that he might one day lose his temper and punch Prout 
was unfortunate ly overh ea rd by the Flfth·form mas te r himse lf a s he 
a rrived to favour his boys with one of his value d confi den tial chat s. 
Prout eventually deci ded to tak e no notice of word s overheard by 
acciden t. and the crisis was for the time being aver ted. 

What is so fascina ting about thi s type of s ituation is the way in 
which we are give n an ins ight into Prout's character: how he imagine d 
the Fifth -formers enjoyed his informal cha ts , how he thought the other 
masters were delighted with his reminiscences and advice on how to 
control their forms, and how (when some one did in fac t punch him on 
the nose in the da rkness of Coker's s tudy) he felt the blow to his prestige 
more than anything else. lbe analysis of Coker's and Prout' s attitude s 
to the developing situation supplied a two-dimensional pictu re . It was 
not a simple case of right and wrong, but a complicated affair of mis· 
understanding and stupidi ty. 

Of c ourse there were many sc enes of action as well, with Coker 
ref using to be expelled and barricading him self in his stu dy. Both 
Dr . Locke and Mr. Prout bec ame bewildered at the unexpecte d co ur se 
of eve nts , and Mr. Prout 's advi ce to Gosling on how to gain entrance to 
the barricade d stu dy is a little gem in itself. Charles Hamil ton once 
told me that he thought the Magnet was improved tremendously when he 
gave up his forei gn travels about thi s time, and there can be no doubt 
that the quality of his writing in 1928 might have mad e a reader from the 
days of the red Magnet wonder if a new writer had taken over the 
Greyfrla rs stories , 1be air of confi dence and sparkllng humour whi c h 
began at thi s time marked a truly astonishing development in the history 
of the Magnet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
SALE: Tom Merry• s OWn; Sext on Blakes post - war ; Haik Jansen paperbacks ; books by 
seii" el~ Ora,. 

tu.GOfDfY, 65 ~THAN ST. , 8AlFAST. 
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REVIEW 

" BU.LY BUNTER'S CHRISTMAS" (Frank Richar ds : 
Howard Baker. £2. 75) 

The 4·st ory Cavan dale Abbey series is p rooobly the most loved 
o f all the Magnet Christm ase s . Publi shed for the far-di sta nt Yuleti de 
seaso n of 1930, thi s s plendidl y a tmospheric tal e has everyt hin g whic h 
s hould be pr esen t in a Chri st mas story. There is a phantom , the re is 
a sec ret sniper, there are two mysteri es , and tJ1ere is Ferrers Locke , 
the dete ctiv e , who co mes along to so lve them , Toe chapter s in whi ch 
Bunter manages to land himself fo r the holi day on Lord Ca vandal e, the 
owner of the horse Maharajah, and the seque nces where the hos t s lowly 
become s di sillu s ioned with hi s plump guest , are rea l gems of litera ture 
which can be savou r ed aga in and again with never- lessening Joy. 

The Cavanda le Abbey serie s would have s tood alone well , but. 
be ing in festi ve mood , the publishers have ad ded to tbe fea s t with two 
deligh tfu l s ingle storie s fr om the year 1931. Coke r sta rs as "The 
Champion Chump", and nearly gets him self sac ked , but, as so often in 
Coker tales , It is rea lly the glori ous Prout who stea l s the show. "Billy 
Bunter 's &Ink" i s a deli ciou s mor sel to wind up the book , and . In this 
one, the St . Jim' s chums ha ve a part to play . All very sa ti sfying, and 
yet making us sigh tha t the Magnet no longer come s on the sce ne week 
by week as it did in those halcyon day s. 

The artist throu ghout is the super b Leonard Shield s • . . . . . . . . .. ... . . . . . .. . . . . 
CHARLIE WRIGHT 

With deep sorrow we heard in November . of the death of Charlie 
Wright . One of the mos t popular figures in the London Club , Char li e , 
who was a loyal support er o f thi s magazine from very ear ly days , has 
been s erious ly ill for several years. We have marvelled at hi s patien ce, 
his gentle ness , and his bra very . Now be Is gone , and the hobby is mu ch 
the poorer for hi s pass ing. Sadly, though perhaps appr op riately, a 
charm ing article from Charli e, in whic h he looks back Into the days of 
his yout h , is one of the bright spo ts of tlus year ' s Annual . It i s Charlie's 
fare well to us a ll . On behalf of it s reader s , Coll ectors ' Digest expre sse s 
to Charlie ' s widow, Olive, our very deepe s t sympat hy in he r great loss . 
Sile will mi ss Charlie the most of all , but we will mi ss rum too , 
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(Interesting i tems fro m the 
Editor's letter - bag) 

BILL LOFTS (London): I would be the last per son to disc redit the late 
Walter Webb on his wonderful contributions to the Sexton Blake saga. 
But, in the intere sts of accuracy, the article in December Blakiana 
"Gleanings fr om Walter Webb's Notebooks" came almo st word for word 
from my article in the October, 1955, C. D. I remember Walter asking 
me for a carbon copy before it was published, as he wa s so excited at 
the information contained. Indeed, although I met Harry Blyth's son -­
another well known collector bad corresponded with him before me, · 
Going back further John Hunter was a so rt of slight friend of Blyth junior 
before the·war when both lived at Margate. Mr. Hunter told me tha t 
Blyth was like Mr . Bunter on the stock exchange and had lost all his 
money , and felt that A. P. , should have given him a pension for his 
father creating Sexton Blake: In the sixties and with the now late Frank 
Pettingell the famous actor - we went to see Blyth junior again, but he 
had then died, also his wife, 

MARY CADOGAN (Beckenham): What a lovely piece of Christmas 
cheer (in the shape of the golden December C. D.) cam e through my 
letterbox at the weekend: All the well-loved Christmas ingredients 
were represented - B..tnter, his half-eaten Christmas (bed-side:) pudding 
and a cosy -olde-time spook - plus memories of "B..tnter the Benevolent" 
and Rookwood Christmas stories. I found "Blaldana" intriguing - Blake 
in his very early days, and Into the 1960's. And that other celebrated 
sleuth - Herlock Sholmes: Using the close print for a page or two for 
reprin ts makes a happy variation in the 'Digest ' - and as C. H. Matthews 
suggested, why not consider a "Mr . B..tddle" serial In the monthly one 
day? May I suggest how fascinating it would be to send him along to 
Cliff House on one of his adventures? 

1llank you again for a happy fore-taste of Christmas: 

R. J. GODSA VB (Leytonstone): 'The old papers, more than s imple 
reading matter carried with them an aura, entire ly their own, and, to 
those, reading the old stories from their own boyhood, have memories 
of a bygone way of life and in most cases, pa st enjoyment and happiness. 
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Much of the enjoyment , too , was in the antic ipat1on of next 
week's instalme nt , particularly as, in those not so affluent days , two 
pence from a boy's pocket money represe nted in most cas es, a major 
investment. 

For this rea son alone, to have the St. Frank's stories re-created 
by a substitu te writer even in the imitation of E. S. Brooks would be for 
the reader to s uffer a sense of anticlimax and disappoin tment . 

No: Please le t us keep the rosy glow of our memorie s and allow 
the passing of year s to enhance. rather than detra ct from our fondnes s 
for the St. Frank" s of the past . 

MOLLIE ALLISON (Lee ds): This morning the C. D. Annual arrived 
(1973) - the list of contents made me want to sit down and read and 
read : fut no, you know what ther e Is to do before the 25th arrives, 
and I thought ' Later . ' However , one article just had to be read at 
once - perhaps you can guess, Mr. Softee : mess him : lt brought tears 
to my eyes, but I loved it . Many thank s, and for all the other happy 
reading you have brought to us. 

F. STURDY (Middle sbor ough): Pleasantly surprised with the Herl ock 
Sholmes feature which I think was attributed to Peter Todd at the time . 

LEONARD H. ALLEN (Bournemouth): The fir st seri al I saw was 
" The Broken Coin" in 1915 , rut I can still..recall some of the episodes . 
The cast was a s tron g one and included Francis Forde , Grace Cunard, 
Eddie Polo and Jack Holt as the villain. A publicity stunt was a give­
away coin presented to each patron of the cinema screening the film . 
These are quite valuab le today as colle ctors Items. The seria l proved 
so popular that It was extended for a run of twenty - two weeks . ....... ...... ,. .............. . 
WAWlt:D IN GOOD C01'1>1TION: S. B.L. FIRST SERIE:S, 2 ,6 ,14, 21 ,2) ,24 ,26, J,2,j } ,.35.51 , 38 ,}9, 
42,46,47 .GB .51,52,55 ,58 ,n ,se ,90 ,93 ,99 ,1 01 ,112 ,117 .145. 
PENNY U.J . , 1}4 ,149, 271, .}09, 373 ,~ ,4)0,L,68 ,l,78 ,1'68,492 ,495,496 .505. STATE PRIC&. 

S. GIJI.Dai SWAN 

51 BEATTY AVEWE. VICTORIA PARK EAST, WE:STERN AUSTRALIA 6101. 

+++ ~ +++ + ++++++++++++++++++ ++ 
CHAIDE or ADOR.131 - Don Webst er ' s new address ts} Broadlands, Al vadlscou Road, 
t. Btdetcrd, }Lbevon. 
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LONDON 

The Yuletide Spiri t was very much in eviden ce at "Courtf ield", 
Ruislip, on Sunday , 16th December. The power cri sis was not wor sened 
at thi s meeting, wt was used to great effec t by the wrning of candles 
which produ ced a delightful, festive atmosphere. 

Roger Jenkins went into action fir st with a reading from "The 
Phantom of the Highlands . " Josie Packman followed In superb style with 
a reading from the Union Jack of 1926 - Gwyn Evans ' story "Mrs. 
Bardell's Christmas Eve." Bob filythe added to the entertainment with 
some seasonable reading from two stories in the Nerki, the Sorcerer 
series, of the Nelson Lee Nos. 152 and 153. 

David Aaronberg read a fine story, "The Case of the Ranelagh 
Ruby", from a sc hool magazine "The Tay lorian Literary Supplement" , 
1951. Mary Cadogan pleased us greatly with a story from the C. D. 
Christmas Number of 1948. 

Seasonable fare took the form of delicious turkey sandwiches, 
mince tans, and a lovely cake with the Old Boys' Book Club done in icing. 

The host, Robert Acraman, wound up a grand occasion with a 
reading from the lat est Howard Baker newsletter. Our thanks to Bob 
and Betty Acrama n for their excellent hospitality. 

The next meeting is at the Richmond Community Centre. lf 
attending, please notify. 

UNCLE BENJAMIN 

(Roge r Jenkins asks us to Inform medlers that he wl ll not be atte ndln, the 
Jaruary meetlrg , so there "111 be no Hamtl ton Library on that occas i on.} 

••• 
NORTHERN 

Saturday, 8th December 1 1973 

The twenty-founb Christmas pe.rty of the North ern OBBC and a 
con vi vial gathering of members and their families for a study-tea provided 
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b} tl,e girls ot Cllff House . 
There tallowed a game in which we were req w red to •denuf , the 

places dep1cted in a number of photographs . The observant rra, •·Iler 
was able to rely on memory and the re st of us used Ot;.r 1mag 1na.•1vn' 
Top mark s to June Ard en, then came Celia Wilson and ryrng rn sec ond 
place were Jerem y Wilson and Bill William son. 

Highlight (possi.bly!) of the evew .ng was our pre&entauon of ' The 
Gh.o,t of No. 1 Srudy' fr om the Greyfriar s Hol!.da•. ~nnual 1932. The 
cast was a s follows: Nugent - Ron Hodgson, Chen · H. Truscott , 
Bunter - Jack Allison, Hurree Singh - Barry Barl ow Whar1on - G. Wilde. 
Bull - Jesse Wil son , Smithy - G, Good . 

And when the uproarious appla use (sic :) had dled away we 
organised ourselves for a Sm1thy-Dr ive (an mte resung variation of the 
Bunter -Dnve and ste mmi ng, one would sus pect, from 1he genius of Jack 
Allison! ). 

Refr es hment s - that is, going to wor k on the left ove rs - and th~n 
a team game . The same thirty questi ons for each team bur presenred in 
varyrn g orde r s. Each questio n was to be found on a ~ard collecced and 
returne d by the 'runner' . 

Top came Cliff house with 26! , tben Greyfnars with 13!, St 
Jim's 5 and Rookwood 4. My . oh my ! What would Dr. Chisholm have 
had to say7 

But here 's one question from the card s wtuch confounded us all. 
How long 1s a lustru m 7 

After thanks to all who hsd organised, helped and s :.pported. we 
wended our homeward way - though ce rtain of the more rnne pid s pines, 
it was ru moure d , were off to other pa rties ' (Thoug h "'"'II be• they 
clidn't have a Smithy -Driv e:) . (News of the Clubs c<'nrfoued on l'ag(' 28.) .... .. ,, .. .. ........... ,. ...... ..... . 
W A. N t E D : Magnet. ,S56. 
~19 38 ButtertlY, 20p; two aDJl dll:eGWlll l ac:i oooks, 25p, Capta·n , vol ume 'El, 
i:1.5 0; two 1917 Scouts. }.Sp. 
Postag e extra on all I tei:is. 
Write - ~· 

10 ROCKFCRD A.V&u SClJTHOOiE, KIRKBY, NIL UVlllPOOL. 
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BETfY BALFOUR by Huold Trus cotl 

Squ.ibs was Lhe fir sL of four films about a Piccadilly Gower -girl, 

with Betty Balfour , aod directed by the man many, including myself, 

regard a s the finesL silent film director England had, George Pear s on. 

Betty Balfour, born In Nonh London in 1903, appeared ma public 

performan ce of a pantomime i n Kensington when she was ten, and was 

spotted by a Loodon agent. J. L. Davis, who persuaded her aunt, who 

was al so her guardian . to allow her ruece to go on lhe stage . Pearson's 

partner, T. H. Welsh, gave her her firs t film part, as a ma1d-of · all­

work. Berty returned to the stage rot, as she has said herself, she 

grad uall y he rame obst>ssed with tht> problem of expressing ber se l! "to 

the deaf, one -eyed mo nste r - the camera . " Her first sLarrin g part 

came soon a fter, again with Wright, in "Mary Find The Gold." "Squibs ", 

which finally esLabllshed her with the public, came in 192 1. The 

original trade s hnw of this film had an ending which s howt'd Squ.ibs 

happil y m• rri Pd rn her poll cem!tn lovt>r, bu• Will Jury, head of the 

~; 0 ,riburfog urm ~•ndling this film, in s •stt>d that the P.nding be changed 

so tbal lbe film cou ld lead to a series. Three more about this character 

followed at intervals , with o the r films in between, but finally Squibs was 

mar ri ed . S.-•ty had said tl>.a t she asked for t!us to be P'Jt in because she 

stc,od a c~Aace of being kille d a s an uoste by the part she had c reated 

(~had.e:-? 1n the twenue s 01 what has happened to chara cter s 10 teleV1sion 

serie s ). 
He r fi Jm!,:! we re s1mp 1e, wHh Cine art i stry ) hl l yet nnt in thP- )P.ast 

arty. Througho 111 the twen ties she held British audiences Rnd her film s 

Nd considerable success m America, although she never went to that 

country. Her first serious part, in which she pr oved her se lf a s fine a 

serious actre ss as sbe was a comedian, was made In 1924, again by 

George Pearson, who directed the majoxity of her silent films. It wa s 

called Re-veille, a study of the effects of war and its aftermath on the 

common man. The film was, I think, England's finest silent film. 

Other films followed , including Syd Chaplin's "A Little Bit Of Fluff", 

some comi c, some serious. In all Betty proved her ability and 

versatility, and never gave l ess than her best. in 1930 , she made her 

first sound film, " lbe Brat " , again based on the Squibs character. For 

till s she put up the money herself, but u was not so successful as her 
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s1le o1 ill ms , Audie nces se emed to think that ta llung dimirus hed her 
s tature , a view I have never s hared , alt hough I pref erred her s ilen t 
films oo the whole , sim ply because l pr e fer the sile nt film as a me dium , 
a oywa} , 

But she wa s superb by any count in " The Vaga bond Queen " . a lso 
,n 1930 , with a qwte young- looking Erne st Thes1ge r . You wer e quite 
nghl in reme mberi ng her in "Evergre en", in 1934 , in whi ch she played 
Jessi e Matt hews' old ·time music hall fri end . Her la s t appearan ce in a 
film was rn 1945 : " 29 Acaci a Avenue ," for Columbia . She tried a stage 
comeba ck in 1952 in "The Golden Grain ", at the Emba ssy Th ea tr e,, 
Swiss Cottage , Ala s: it r an for only ten nigh ts. lt was thir ty year s 
sinc e s he had been on the stage, a lthough , a s l <hd oot see thi s , I do not 
know if tlus wa s t he cause of the fa ilu re . Pr om wha t I have read , i 
belie ve it was the play itself tha t fail ed to grip . 

Known in he r heyday as England' s Quee n of Happine ss, she 
could be 10 some ext ent ali gned with Mar y Pickfo rd , in Ame r ica , or 
even rhe ear li e r co medy of Mario n Davie s or Bebe Oaroe lG, af ter the 
\at~er left Harold Lloy d ' s films ; but only to some ext enr. ln the la st 
resort, Betty was an uruque ar tist, like no one else at all , as uruque aa 
my belove d Harry Lan gdon . 

She sti ll live s in re tire ment in Non h London • . . . 
NEWS OP THE CLUBS co ntin ued 

MIDLAND 

Though the abse nce of a menti on in recent issues might suggest 
the contrary , the Birmingham bra nch is alive and well . Wi th so ma ny 
chan ges taking plac e to the ci ty centre , suitab le me eti ng pla ces have 
bee n di fficul t co arrange . For some months at lea s t , a room has been 
booked in a modem , pleasan t buildi ng , Or. Johnso n House, in Bull Street , 

Club pr ogra mmes a re not entirely devoted to Hamllr onia but there 
is usua lly a readi ng from one of Th e Master s stories . Tom Porte r 
continues to supply a suitable Annivers ary Number and Colle ctors' ltem 
for pe rusa l at tbe meeting s . Treasurer Norman Gregory l s happily 
much better and was able to attend a recent meeting . For only the 
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the helm , Win Brown. 

WHEN 11-IE SPARKLER SPARKLED by 0 . W. Wad ham 

No doubt In the 1930 period that coloured comic THE SPARKLER 

was a great force In introducing strip cartoons to readers. The 

Sparkler had twelve pages in those }"lrS, and there were NINE str ip 

stories, most of them of twelve pictures. I have a copy of The Sparlcler 

for 26th March, 1938, and a neat paper It is too. Priced at two pence 

It bad a neat four -colour cover, and besides the drawing s there were 

four serials and a page of chat and crosstallc .. 
The cover characters were Captain Kipper and the boys of the 

Ocean Wave. Also at the left side of the paper was a fierce bulldog In 

"Our Sideshow". Tbe story serials were on the old theme that bad been 

popular In comics for over forty years - mill mysteries, queer old 

houses, cowboy bandits, and dock stories. 
According to that complete list of comics In the 1963 DIGEST 

ANNUAL by W. O. G. Lofts and D. J. Adley, 1llE SPARKLER only 

lived for 264 issues. It made a good showing in Its day, and helped to 

make popular the comic stri p. It finished its ru n on December 5th, 

1939. There was no sign of the end coming in a linle over twelve 

months, ln the neat copy I have . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Happy Nn Te ar Hember1 All, ec,ec tally our Editor; lit' ,pecl&l trlend HoMl"d Sharpe , 

also Hears. B. vemon, Darcy, J. aeH.on. •slr- Juu swan, v. Colby, s. s..,.tb, J. Cook. 
w. t.oru, R. Jenkins, R. CodsaTt, am ve:ry 1PtCtall.J all or cc, Lee and Unton Jack 

Collect.ors. Do not think t a ovtrloott,- Betc.e rau or Nra. Josi e r.«mn . .Uter al l, 
the ladlH of OW" hobby ban In IV Aird betn equal or ..-e up to tht &tnta ln thelr 
contribution s to th t Dl&Ht. 1'111 la not a U4tu• Lib. publicity plu.a:. After all, 

~~~=.~·.,!,~;1!;;:t.~ ~~:i~/:;:,.•ab-;: ~ :!:!;~ J:~\:t N: ~~~ al~~o~:;ae. 
ba•t t •er had . Sincerely, 

A. O. DAfl £80f , 

19, RAE ST., rt'l"ZROY NCJtfl,I, NO.ecuuc. VIC1'CRIA, AUSTRALIA. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
~ Any lasiu or • ScoopS'. 

::;. R. DA1..1'DN, • S~1JII . NCltTH J..lNE, L.££Ds, LS8 :!k;. 
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STILL STORMY 

( CYRI L RCME haa a rew-Com'llli!lt S LO make on th e • OONCAN STQU1"' ar t icl e by w. G. c . Lorts 
tn the la t es t C.D. AMual . l 

! have ever bee n immensely interes ted in Duncan Storm (who was 
Harry Revel and John Grenfell) but I have alway s been puzz led by the 
statement that he was Gilbert Floyd. 

Floyd, I have heard, was on "A nswers" staff and was editor of 
1lle Boys' Realm. I have no material from "Answers", but In Boys ' 
Realm No. 21 (November 1902) there was a 2! page s long story of 
Australia, called "Paddy Polwhite 's Legacy. " A very ordinary ta le 
indeed . 

In No. 26 (December 1902) there was "Our Chri s tmas Highway· 
man", a tale similar ly undis tinguished, Also by the auth or of "Ca ptain 
Handyman", a 4-pa ge tale " Bunter Stree t Pira tes". This had a little 
more li fe. In the same issue was an arti cl e "Ghos ts and Phantom Ships" 
by Captain Shand. 

Ever since the Realm began, and certainl y until issue No. 44 , 
the r e had bee n yarn s of Capt. Handyman with no author's name given. 

Floyd ? Shand? Or Whom? 
At that per iod, some sim ilar tales of like length were appearing 

in the Boys' Friend. These were ascribed to "the author of the Capt. 
Handyman tale s appearing in the Boys; Real m ." 9.Jt they were not a ll 
anonymous . Some bore the name s of T. C. Bridges, Lieut . Le fevre 
(Paul Herr ing), and tha t to me indicates a composi te performan ce . 

Some years later , this same series of short Handyman tales was 
reprinted as a seria l in Pluck. 1 possess some copies and can verify 
this, 

I found Just one re fe rence once in a Boys' Friend that Captain 
Shand was back fro m a voyage a nd would be writing again . Perhaps 
Mr. Lofts had spotted this a lso . 

I possess the first sixtee n numbers of Penny Pic tor ial (amo ng 
many other s) and here Floyd has six tal es varying in length from two to 
thre e thousand words - a ll very insipid, co lourl ess li ttle nove lettes . 
Also four a r ticles, typica l jour nalism of the per iod, wit h little di stinc ti on 
about them . 
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In Harm sworth 's Magazine , Volume 2, appears " Th e Great Gre en 
Diam ond"; in Vol. 4 " Baba and the Black Sheep" and " Those Dying 
Gladiators", and in Vol. 9 "H. M. S. Hor rible's Baby" . Th es e are of 
average length . 5, 000 words, with a bit more drive , but again not very 
distinguished. 

Was he Clabon Glover? I find nothing in Realm or in the fir s t 
127 iss ues of Boys' Herald by thi s name , but in the Boys' Friend 318 
appears " The Silver Mine " . This is 10,000 word s of the Canadian Wood s . 
In 337 Glo ver has a tale of similar length "The Poacher", a country life 
tale, and in 354 "Caught m the Tolls ", a tale of Burma. 

I know nothing more of Glover , rut the style is quite ordinary . 
Could be Floyd, and 1t could be Mark Darran, or T . C. Bridges, or 
Royston Gower, or Ambrose Earle - in fac t . anybody of that era , so far 
as I can Judge . 

What beats me is how Floyd changed from this pa ltry ma terial, 
to the breezy narrative, the common tongue , the complete picaresque 
tale s of tbe Bombay ca s tle , etc. , which he portrayed as Duncan Storm, 
and s o capabl y rendered in other tales under his other pseudonyms. 

The wraer of Bombay Ca s tle may be Floyd , rut I ju st ca n' t and 
don' t beti.e~e lt . 

( EDITORIAL CO:'t'E.'IT': I k.":"'¥1 "'!C':t:ln,e. e r o:.ui~an S'.Jr::i, r:rl: the ed1;.cr ri r :.he Beys• Realo , 
1- ~9Y' , was f-ui • H. .. r E.d'l'la."'(!5 ! '!!'Pl y , ) 

, ........ ,. .,~• t • ~ lt f< f' .. .... .... . . . ..... . . 

YOUNG ENGLA ND by J. Wall en 

At a ti me when the cemur y was young, and a higher moral standard -
rei gned. ma ny pa tri otic magazines adorned the bookstall s . Thi s wa s 
eopec1all ) , rue durmg the , 914-1 8 War. One such magazine was "Young 
England . · 

I my self po sse sR the 36th Annual volume of "Young England" dated 
1914-15. and I priz e it greatly. 

Although my own persona l knowledge of the magazine i s not great , 
I presume that ac the end of esery twelve months of the publication, an 
Annual volume would be produ ced, comainlng the past years issues. 

There are many patriotic articles telling of the first twelve 
months of the Great War. fhese include such items of inte rest as .. Toe 
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Crea tor s of the Germa n Navy" by Luke Harrun ey, and "Songs that 
Soldier s Sing in War'' by "One who has ooen with them on act ive service." 
Tius of cours e includes suc h favourites as "Dan Tucke r" and "Dolly Gr ay. " 
Howeve'C' one rather que er song goe s as foll ows:-

"Shoo ny, don' t bedder me : 
Shoo fly, don 't bedder me: 
Shoo fly don't bedde r me: 
For I belong to Compa ny D. 
I feel, I fee l , I feel - 1 feel lik e the morning star ; 
I fee l , 1 feel, I fee l - I feel lik e a big cigar . " 

Another arti cle is concerned with the origi n of the real ''Huns" , 
which of course is not calculated to produc e a favourable impr ess ion. 

However the ma in ite ms of in terest for myself in this giga nti c 
volume are the man y s choo l stories. Tiie longe st of which is "The big 
house in the wood" by F. L. Morgan. This concerns a Sixth· For me r 
named Glenister, who attends a school call ed Bonningto.n' s . Thi s sto ry 
is very readable throughout, and is compet ently written. Another very 
good schoo l and cric ket story is entitled "Fallnge ' s game" in which 
Fallnge who is rather re mi nis cent of Card ew, wins a c ricket match for 
his s chool with two broken fingers - an inj ury whi ch he sustai ned while 
fieldin g. At one point in the s tory when Falin ge is discovered smoking by 
a prefect and i s asked whe ther he has anything to say for himse lf, the 
following results: -

• rallng e blew out. a clood or smoke !l l(I •t ched I t slaw).y di sso lve In th e at r. 
•Plenty ,• b e sa id pl easan t).)'. •Th e day ts pf!I"(ect., t.he VIP." u c e:l ent . I ar.1 

reeli ng quit e n i ce and eOl'lror t ablti . and lh e only blot on th e laidscape ts a youth wearing 
a Watt on i:ap , st aring n.Jdely over nts bJeyel e .• 

T!'lls 1s a r tne story by ,J. P, Lamb and It s shortness ot length tsdds all the lft)re 
to I ts pl ea s antn~ss. 

There at'I! U'lY aport l ng articles tn this volume by ~o r t l n& personalities ot th e 
per iod, Crick. et teatures i nclude •The tuk or the- bOY who goes In rtr st • by Robert R, 
Rd f or Sussex and £n&land, •Lurk ing dan gers ror tt\£ all -roui'Kter4' by J , c, Hubble or Kfllt, 
aro •Ho,. t o avold get.ti~ out• by S, Cadman or Derbyshire . All or thde artkles are 
very informative , and T fllOMer It any reader s can r .. ca ll e"c r seeing aJlY o r the af ore­
menti oned play . 

Other w-t l ::les Include ' How to mk e a llghtwe lght t ent •, ' How to m ke a chtnese 
bUt h rfl y kite-, am oany Boys• Brl gacte and Boy Scout fea.turu . 

• Young t~lan<P l s fi lled ll'Jth first class Il lustrations rro m cover to cOTer, 
aoo man.Y 1nr onnat l 'f! photO@;raphs, 

The •You~ England Annual • rcr 1911*-15, ts a hl gt,J.y enj oyable vol ume, and It has 
given 11e many happy hours ot conte nteo readi ng. 

&dlted by Eri c ra)Tu::, Exce ls i or Houae, 113 Crookham Road, crookham, Nr, .4.ld.er!tl ot , Hants. 
Lltho-dUpll ca tea bY York oupUca ttng Servi ces , l2a Tl'le Shambles , York. 


