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THIS MONTH''S SPECIAL 

5 bound Volumes Wizards . Rather plain covers (buff) but 
conten ts good . All with 28 issue s. 253-280 (1927 /8), 
281 -308 (1928), 225-252 (1927), 337-364 (1925), 309-336 
(1928/9). £25 each . Large stock of pre-wa r Skippers, 
Wiz ards , Hotspurs, Rovers, Adventures, also post-war . 
Bound yearly vols . from 1946. £10 each as new, and 
si ngles . 
Large quant i ty bound Boys Realms and Boys Friends . 
Numerous bound vols . and singles of U. J's, Lees, Kinema 
Comic, Film Fun, Detect ive Weekly, Thriller, etc ,, etc. 
Greyfriars Holiday Annuals, good stock Gems but Magnets 
o . k , for "Blues" or "Salmons" only . 
Can offer around 50 half -yearly volumes of Comics such 
a s Butte r fly , Funny Wonder , Crackers, etc . 
Still lots of loose copies , Howard Baker Facsimile s , 
C. D. 's, C. D, Annuals , and Hamilton .ta gen erally . 
A bit hard up after the Holiday? 
Perhaps you wan t to " thin out " or sell your coll ectio n. 
You can't take i t wi th you: 
Top prices pa id . Vis i,tors always welcome but please 
ri ng fi rst, 

No(MAN S11Aw 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

UPPER NORWOOD 

LONDON, S. E . 19 2HZ 

Tel . 01 771 9857 

Nearest Station B. R. Crystal Palace 
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UNFINISHED SYMPHONY 

An in teres ting book, recently 

published by Messrs . Peter Davies, is 

entitled "Sanditon " . It is by Jane Auste n 

and Another Lady. Jane Austen was 

engaged in writing the wook when she died , 

and now , many years later , "Anothe r Lady" 

has finished it off . The name of the "Other 

Lady" has now been disclosed , and there is 

no doubt that she has tried, as far a s sh e 

could, to adopt the sty le of the famous , 

orig inal authoress . Students of Jane Aus ten 

will enjoy themselves , trying to determine 

just exa ctly where in the story the new 

authoress took over. 

There are, undoubtedly, plenty of instances of the work of one 

author being finished off by a nother writer. The earliest known instance, 
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probably 1.s that 01 the Gospel of St . Mar k, a lmo st the entir e final chapt er 

being wrn rPn by som eone other tha n St . Mark himse lf . ln this case , 1t 

l s usually ac cept ed tha t the ongmal e nd of the Gospel was lost , and some 

unknow n evangeli s r wrote the new ending. The change in s tyle here is 

quite striklng, though cher e has never been any que st wn as to the 

authenticity of the subject ma tter . 
Charl es Ham ilton wa s half-way through "Just Like &mter" when he 

died . It 1s one answ er to the tale, the origi n of which is not cert a in , 

that Hamilton's death "came a s a mercif ul re leas e" . 

The Ham1lron stude nt has no di fficulty in de tecti ng ju st where the 

uew pen took over in "Just Lik e Bunter" . Nobody knows jus t how 

Hamilton would have work ed out the secon d half of the book , but I fan cy 

,. would have had a less sentimental endi ng than the one which was given 

i t, 

Whe n Richm al Cr ompton died, s he left a number of storie s wtu.ch 

would have filled about three-quarters of a new Will iam book . l gathered 

that Mis s Crompton's niece hoped to write a couple of Wilham st on es 

herself to make up the volum e , but, if s he e ver set about it , the hybrid 

never reached the re adin g public . 

SEEI NG "RE D": 

T he advance publicity of Howar d Baker Pr ess Ltd. for the next 

series of the 1r popular facs 1miles conni.ins an item w~ch make s so me of 

us old fogeys lift our eyeb rows. It conc ern s the Red Magnets of 

be lo ved me mory . We are to ld that "Offici all y and editona ll y the colour 

of the front cover was descri bed as 'golden' . The pass ing of years , 

expos ure to light and other fa ctors make it the ' re d' we know toda y. " 

That , no doubt , is why, in any mentio n of the Red Magnet in this 

parti cu la r publicity item, the word Red is honour ed with quotation ma r ks. 

Those of us who have lived with the Red Magne t for fifty or sixty year s 

will regard it as a bit of nonsen se. We are not l .:.ke ly to accep t the 

humorou s s uggestion that , when we wer e children , the Magnet cover was 

orang e, though we called it red , and that the actio n of the elem e nts down 

the years ha s changed it fr om the ora nge it was to the red we believed it 

to be . 
I have all the red Magnets in my coll ecti on , mos t of the m a s mmt 

a s when they were firs t printed . Many readers have seen them and w1ll, 
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I know , agree wi th me . T he cove rs have not faded or changed colour 
i.n the slig hte st. T hey are st ill a s rosy red as Mr s. Bard ell' s cheeks. 

I am re ady to agree that an orange ti nt may have been used ~n t he 
produ ction of the dye , and th a t ed i tors m ay off ici all y have termed it 
"orange". But 1 often suspected that some editor s were colour - blind . 
Did not Mr . C. M. Down say of the Magnet in late 1937: "Re ader s wi ll 
be delighted to know th at from next week the Magnet is reverting to its 
Original Orange Cover" . 

And when it turned up it was a washed-out sa lmon pink, not even 
remotely like the Magnet of the Red Cover days. 

STILL STAGGERING 

Only a few months ago we were commenting on the fiendish rise 
in the cost of postal servic es . At that tim e we learned of the millions 
of pounds being lo st by the post office. We learn that, since that recent 
increase in postal costs, the P, O. has lo st an even higher number of 
mill ions of pounds. And, even more remarkable, we are told that 
telep hone coin-boxe s, wbic.h always seem to have a queue waiting when­
ever I want to use one, are run at a substantial los s. 

One can only wonder whether these giant state industries are not 
paying too much to too many for too little, This further great increase 
in postal charges , which se ems certai n, is a very real threat to 
s ubscription magazines . And I should think it wi ll kill off the Christmas 
card trade s tone dead, though one ca n't look ahead in these troub led 
ti mes. 

This month, with hope in our hearts as usual, we are sending you 
the order form for the 1975 C.D. Annual, due out in mid-December. 
We hope that the support of the Annual will not be too badly hit , but one 
ca nnot bank on it . If you want an Annua l, send your ord er -form along 
in good time. It will be impossible to print many copies this year 
beyond those ordered in advanc e. And i f you wish to advertise in the 
Annua l or send your greetings to anyone, please do .. It will help to keep 
th_e wheels turning . 

THE EDITOR 
* * * *,., * .t:* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

ORDER YOUR C.D. ANNUAL NOW 
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DANNY'S DIARY 

SEPTEMBER 1925 

Rookwood opened with a great tale in the Boys ' Friend . This wa s 

"The Secret of the Silver Cloud" . Mornington is very suspic10 us of 

Ulick Lee , the new pa ss enger on the yacht , who is anxi ous to bag Lovell ' s 

cab in. Lee i s the nephew of Griff in Lee , the previous owner of the Silver 

Cloud , but th e diamond s he stole have never been found . Eve n though 

there 1s a reward of £1 , 000 for anyone who finds them and returns them 

to the1 r r ightfu l owne r. 
Then , the next month , the serie s continued with "The Haunted 

Yacht" , in which stra nge thlngs were happening on board the Silver Cloud . 

Afte r r,his we had the fina l story in the Silver Cloud series . This was 

"A Ra sc a l Trapped" which which Lee tr ied to dispose of Morni ngton over ­

board , but finally got tra pped and arrested himself . Ttu s wa s one of the 

most exc:ti ng ta les I have ever re ad. The end of a lovely ~er ie~. 

ln the la st tale of the month , Rookwood was ba ck for the new term . 

A s ea rc h of the Silv er Cloud had produ ced the diamond s, and Ca ptam 

M11ffrn has claim ed the r eward . He send s Tubby Muffm a gold watch , 

aTJd s ends lus krndcst re gard s to ch€. Fistic a1 Four . Watche s are. made 

LO go, buc Tub by i a larmed ~ hen t1.1.s "goe5" in "The Watch That VanJ.shed' '. 

And e very body s uspe c ts that Putty Gr ace is play ing a bad oke. with the 

wat c h - but he ' & inno cent thi s ti me . But Cuthb ert Gower 1s in a scr ape, 

and ur gently needs money . 
Th er e' s a good var iety bill of adven tur e in the Boys ' Fri end . a s 

well a 3 Rookwood, ior anyone who Lke s adventu re. Ther e is Er ic 

Town sen d 's pir ate scQry "Ske leton' s Trea s ur e ''; de tecti ve tale s by 

Fr anr .1.s WarNic !k a.bout the Hon. Jon._Tl Scarl e o. and lu s boy assis tant , 

Jimm y We~ t; a lost ity featur es i n "The C~ty of Ghosts " , a s er :al by 

S.dne y Dr ew; a football s er ies t y Arthur S. Hardy; and a new ser ia l 

abOut the Bombay Castle by Duncan Storm . 

Edwy Sear les Brooks is at W.s very be st in the holiday ser ie s now 

ru nning in the Nelso n Lee. Par ad ise Is la nd, with it s fortune in pear ls, 
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has been tak en over by Jona than Pre s cott who ha s s o far tr ium phed over 
the St . Fran k' s pa rt y. But "The Dem on of the Reef " show s hi m gett ing 
just what he deser ve s at la st . The la st tale of the senes i s "The Te rr or 
of th e Pacifi c" in wlu.ch the chum s have a se aweed mghtma re on the.J.T 
j ourney hom e fro m the South Seas. 

Back at St . Fr ank' s the chum s f :nd man y changes , Two new 
Hou ses have bee n add ed, and int o the pic ture com es Eustac e Carey , a 
thie f , an Oxfor d undergrad wanted by the poli ce - and he is Fullwoo d' s 
cous in . Fu llwood' s refor ma tion makes J.nteres n ng read ing . 

Finally "T he Rival House Capta in" which i s nove l co say the lea st. 
The re is a ghost, there is a Mr . Barna by Gool e who l s a fadd ist house ­
rna s ter and a cr ank over food - and Eustace Carey kidn ap s Cla ver :ng , a 
new se nior due for St . Fr ank's . And while Clavering is kept pris one r 
i n a dungeon , Carey s ets off for St . Fra nk' s i n his nam e , 

Two ex ce lle nt new Schoolboys' Own Libr ar ies this mo nth . One , 
"The Duffe r of Greyfriars ", tells of Alonzo Todd's a rriv al at che sc hool ·· 
a lov eiy mus eum pie ce - and ·•Expelled" which tells of Morru.ngton' s plo t 
again st Jimmy Si lve r . 

Ver y good pic tures at rmr lo cal ci nema s this m onth . Colleen 
Moor e and Wallace Ber ry in "So Big" , a lovel y li ttle pictu r e ; Rin T _n T:.n 
in ''The Ligh tt ou se by the Sea "; Mon te Blue and Lew Cody in "Jn a 
Mona s te r y Gard en' '; Norma Sli.ear e r in "Ex cus e Me' 'i Glen Hunt er and 
V101a Dana in "Me rto n of the Mov1e e '' ; Glor ia Swanson i.n "Manhand led' '; 
Ronald Colman and Aile en Pr .i.ngle in "'T luef m Para ,dis e" ; Agne s Ayr e s 
and Antoruo Moreno 1n "Wit hout Wa rn ing "; and Bus ter Keaton in ''The 
Navigato r " . 

They had nove l ty pic rure .5 on at one of ou r ci nema s. The se 
cons 1.stcd of s om e sh ort fil m s rn what they ca ll ,3-dimen s ion . They gave 
u ~ gr een and r ed s pec tacle s to wear to wa tch these fil m s , and it seeme d 
as though things came ri ght out J.nto the audience . 

It ha s no t been a very good month in the Magnet . However , the 
ope ning tal e of the mon th was a win ner . lt was ca lled "Bunter Caught " 
and cold of Bunte r's adven mres a fte r he ran awa y from Combermere 
Lodge whi ch be had re -named Bunter Court . The end of a gra nd ser ie s. 

T hen "R iva l Oar smen" in whi ch Major Thresher and hi s charmi ng 
daug hter pr ese nt ed a challenge cup to be rowed for by e ight s fr om 
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Greyfr 1ars and H1ghcliffe jun iors. After tlu s, an other sport ing ta le, 

and a very silly one, "Schoo lboys versus Pros'' in which the Courtfield 

School boys have a great ambition to pla y a Leagu e cl ub" Tbey meet 

Tyneside Rove rs and beat them - but the Tynesi de Rovers ream is rea ll y 

Wlbley and Co . d.1.sgu 1~ed. 
Finally , another sla pstic k affair . "Fish's Hair- Ra isi ng Stunt" 

m whi c h F .i_sh co me s by a formula for a prepara tion to grow hai r . 13ut it 

i s r eally a formula for a corn cor e . Awfu l tale. re ally . There is an 

exce ll ent new Por tra : t Gallery m the Magne t by Mr . Chapman . 

The pnce of bre ad ha s gone down from Sd . to 4-id . a loaf . And 

a fartlUng' s a far thing , is n' t tt: 
The Gem s tarted off W! th the two final s tones of the s eries abOut 

the su mmer holiday i..n the motor-caravan,, They were "T he Strand ed 

Cara vanncrs" and "The Boy W! th a Secret ' '. A h!f. t.oo much pl ot m !t, 

maybe an d at he end "Nippy fro m '\Jowhere' rurned our to be Donald 

Br ockw ays who was running away fro m his unc le 9 Colonel Broc kway f... 

It d idn' t ap peal to me mu ch. The last r.a.le h~d a !.r;Jc!ng p •cture by 

ML Ma cdonald showLng Nippy on r.he top of a chimney - st.a k fr om wl:11.ch 

ct.,e ladd er had broken away . 
The nex t two r.ales brought back the origmal writer to the Gem 

after 1ar.her a long abse nce . They wer e " Baggy T ri mbl e's Chum " and 

"Too Much Tr.:.mble" . Baggy , hiding under the seat of a ra1 lway com part ­

ml.:!nt, :::-e~cues a new boy , Sidney Tr oope , from an attack , whf!n a r utfian 

c.,pri'!lg , on t be lxly . And on the s trength of tha t , Baggy cla:m ~ eternal 

frien ds hip wi th Troope . Eventually, Tro ope manage s to s hake off Baggy , 

btt.t the re i3 s!:!ll a myscery abour tbe new to y. A new seri ef. wlucli 

proro i!C,e, well. 

t EDITORJ.AJ. COMMENT: .O . J., No , Ll , ''Tuts Daffer of Gre :,rfrl:l rs" Cornpds~ tw" si."...g!ec 

Ma~et .;.1.1 "'S f ,h &umro~r of L QlO. No. 12 "E~q:,Flle d", "as ft 1t- R'l o-=1wl').>d -rues fr.. rn rl 1: 

l ,.te a utum.n d 19 1~ · 1 the Bo.,rs' Fru:nd. M,•"!l.n gtvn 3nd Beaum ont , the r, ,.fei."t pfa tted 

a~a 1ns1· Jirnm; ')lh e1. Beawnont was expe lle d as a result uf this, h11t Moml.ngt o•1 redee med 

bl'll!'~ ov •es .:<ui ng tl,e Ht:.od's Urtle daugh t e.r n a fire , and wa s forg iven.) 

WANTED URGENTLY : Collec tors' Digest Annuals , 1948 and 1949, Collectors' Digest month.ly, 

munbers 1-22, plus 24-27 and 29-30. Good prices paid, 

J. W. COX, 'HA RDEN', 16 HIGHFIELDS ROAD, EDENBRIDGE, KENT . Tel , 4311 
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f> LA KI ANA 
Conducted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

Another mile sto ne in the Sexton Blake Saga has been .reached -
the 60th anniv ers a ry of the laun chm g of the Sex ton Blake Libr a ry " So , 
here in Blakiana we ce le brate it by publisW.ng the follow ing ar tic les 
s pe d.ally wr i tten for t.he occasion which I hope will me et with your 
approval. l wi ll not s ay any mor e a bout them , they s peak for themselv es . 

SIXTY GLORIO US YEARS by Josie Packman 

Yes 1 s:':.xty Glor ious Year s • • • ••• where ha s that title been us ed 
before? About one of the mo st illust rwu s Quee n' s we have ever had -
Queen Vict or ia - who gave her name to a pe rio d of that length in which 
this countr y re.ached its greatest height s, th e mighti est and widest 
Emp ire ever known. Out of that great per iod emerged ou r mo st loved 
dete cnve , Sexton Blake , the greatest detective ever known . So well 
known and love d that even the Union fack we ekly pape r and var ious othe r 
publications wer e not enou gh to chronicle all his adventu res. So , at a 
cntic al ti m e for our Country and Emp ire, a new book was laun ched , in 
Sept ember 1915_. The Sexton Blake L ibr ar y . Dur ing the worst war 
known to ma n this book appeared , in s pi te of the thre a teni ng pape r 
shortage , l ack of aut bor s and men to print it - many of them giving the.i.r 
l!"--ee for us in th e battles r ag ing in Franc e and el sewhere o What a 
chan ce the Ed itor of the ti me took , to publi s h a new book a t such a ti me , 
But it wa s well just i fie d - an immed iat e success . Although no new 
stor ies of Sexton Blake are being wr itt en , the buying and selling of our 
favour i te books b y coll ec tors all round the world sti ll goes on and quit e 
just ifi e s . rn my opinion , the tit le of this articl e . 

No. 1 of the Li brary was , a s you all know , called Tbe Yellow 
Tiger, one of Mr . Teed' .s Timeless Tales whic h can still be read today 
and thor oughly enjoyed . This s tory was certainly very prophetic wit h 
it s plot to kidnap the Mmister of War . I think the present day 
k.tdnappe rs must have read their Sexton Blake because this tale had all 
that wa s ne cess ary for them to copy , even to the extent of using air c raft 
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and bombs , et c. But there is no need for me to r elate any more about 

No. 1 it has already been very ably done elsewhere . 

Never we re so many words written about one ma n, his able 

assistant T inker and his dog Pedro. There cannot be any other charac te r 

in fact or fic tion , to have achie ved this popularity. As I have said, the 

Sexton Blake Library was an instant s ucc ess; owing to paper sh ortage the 

Edi to r kept on re minding read ers to order their copies regularly other­

wise they wer e like ly to be dis appo inted to find none in the paper shops 

for th em . At fi rst one story only a month was pub lis hed, eve ntually 

bei ng inc rea se d to two a month as the paper situ atio n eased no doubt, also 

some of our best authors who survived the war r etu r ned to the fold and 

began writing again, so soon, in 1919, four s tories were is sued each 

mo nth. By last 1921, becau se of the demand for more and more Sexton 

Blake tales, the Ama lgamat ed Pres s s tarted to iss ue 5 copies a month. 

T hes e ran from No. 184 to No. 262 of the fir s t series, but eve ntu all y in 

Decem :ber 1922, they rev erted to four issues and thi s numbe r co ntinued 

until 194 0 when anoth er deva s tating war saw the end of many of our 

favourite books and papers. Happily the Sexton Blake Library s urv ived 

to live on until 1968. 
With the comin g of the last war the issues were redu ced to two a 

month un ti l 1963. The last run of all were the larger Penguin type books 

which appeared once a month. The se last tale s wer e more like the old 

pr e-wa r type of story. The plots were good and well written, so that 

exce pt for Sexton Blake having his offices in Bereke ly Squa.ce, one could 

imagine they were ba ck in the good old days in Baker Street . 

Alth ough new Sex ton Blake stories ceased to be issued never has 

the demand for them been so great and I for one hope, although I s hall 

never se e it, tha t another Sixty Glorious year s w~ll be ce lebrated , maybe 

on the Moon , in the far distant future of the Space Age now upon us . 

SIXTY GLOR IOUS YEARS W. 0. G. Lofts 

l've never made any secret of the fact tha t my first great love in 

the Hobby is the Sexton Blake Library, and I ' ve ofte n re lated how I found 

a copy in a derelict hut in the Burme se jungle, during the War . 

Rea din g this (one of Anthony Pars ons' fine yarns of dete ctive 

work in India) fired my enthu siasm for Blake , and was d .i.rec tly re s ponsible 
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for me becoming mterested in Old Beys ' Books in general. In fact , I 
can honestly say I'm proud of the fa ct that th i s year I'll have clocked up 
a quarter of a century's worth of collecting and research in the Hobby . 

Dur ing these 25 years I've maae numerou s discoveries in the field, 
spe nt thousands of llo.urs on r esearch on va rioul'l aspect e of the Hohhy , and 
met and become fr iends wi th many of the writers, ar tists and editors who 
exc ited our imagina ti.ons in those golden days before the War. Probabl y 
my favour it e Blake author 1s W. W. Sayer, wbo , a s Pierre Quiroule, 
wrote all those sti rring yarns a.bout Granite Grant of the Secret Service -
and pride of place in my own collectio n must go to a copy of one of the 
best Grant SBL' s of all, "Riders of the Sands ' ', which 'Pierre Quiro ule' 
kindly autographed for me . We still meet for the odd spot of lunch at the 
Victory Club near Marb le Arch. 

However , back to the Sexton Blake Librar y itself, for i t wa s 60 
year s ago this month that thi s famous public a ti on first saw the light of 
day : the brilliant idea of a controlling ed i tor at the Ama lgamated Press, 
W. H. Ba.ck. 

Back's links w!.th Sexton Blake go back much further than the year 
1915, Of cou rs e , s ince lt was he who bad decided , in 1904 , to reintroduce 
the detec ti ve into the Union Tack: a s a weekly feat ur e - and 1 think it ' s 
fa ir to say that the fa ct tha t Blake soon became a household name is 
directly due to Ba.ck' s energy and fores ight. 

It mu s t have s eemed good sense, in any case, to the AP to put 
out a monthly Library of Blake's adventures when the wee kly paper was 
doing so well, However, a s a try-ou t, they published the small-s ize 
Nelson Lee Library, to see how the market reacted. Clear ly, the 
market reacted well - so well, Indeed , that i t was decided to issue the 
Sext on Blake Library in the same format as the very successfu l Boys' 
F r iend Lib r ary. 

And s o, on 20th September , 1915 , the fir st iss ues appeared: 
120 page:s for 3d., with an Ar thu r Jon.es cove r, depicting a si nister­
looking Chi nee , in s ombre colou rs. Th e st ory , "The Yellow Tiger" , 
was anonymou s , but was of cour se by G. H. Teed , generally considered 
by colle c tor s to hav e be en the bes t Blake writer of all time s. The 
ori ginal print - order for thi s f:!.rst is sue wa s for 100 , 000 copie s - yet , 
60 year s la te r , only a bout a dozen are known to be in colle c tor s ' hands. 
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The fir s c ed itor of the Library (under Back's conrrolhng hand) wa .... 

W. B0 Home - Gall , br other of the more fam ous E. R. Home - Ga ll . 

LTnforom a tely , WB (who, as far a s I know , is still alive) can re member 

very li t tle about those far-off days . His successor, in 1921, was Len 

Pran , who wa s a r: the helm for 34 year€, guid i ng it through tho se vintage 

decade s of the 1920'~ and '3 0 ' s . 'Pratty' , as be was affe cti onately known 

at Fleetw ay House, reti.re d in 1955 , and David Roberts acted as a stop­

gap before W. Howard Baker took over and introduced the New Look in 

1956. 
Bil1 Baker was its la st editor, guidmg the then ailing Lib rary 

thro ugh s ome very diffic ul t times indeed , yet having the cour age to keep 

it go in g , a ft er Fleetway dropped it m 1963 , in a s er ies of paperbacks 

publ1shed by May flow er Books until 1968, and then even publishi ng a few 

hardback Blake s Wmse lf. 
Mos t pr olific writer for tbe SBL was undoub te dly W. Murray 

Graydon w.i,.th a sc ore of 113 books to his credit . Next cam e Gilbert 

Cheste r (105) , Anthon y Par s ons (99), and then G. H. Teed and W. J. 
Bayfie ld. Anthony Parso ns actually wrote a lOOth s tory, but by then 

(1956) t he New Look had been introd uce d , and his s tyle wasn' t cons idered 

mo der n enough. Th ough not s o proL fic, Pierre Qu!t oule and Rex 

Hardmge were very popular wi th reader s . 

Popula r i ty , of course , 1s s omewhat difficult co as se s s (some liking 

one au th or, others l .Jdng an othe r ), but probably the most cons _stently 

popula r writ er s of all were Teed, Che ste r , Gwyn Evan s , Anthony Skene 

and Antho ny Par sons . Of the New Look authors, Peter Saxo n (who waR, 

of c m1rse , W. Howa r d Baker), Ar thur Maclean and Jack Trevour Story 

were h'.gh on the lis t . And of cours e we m usm't for get En c Parker , the 

br illian t ar ti st who was for so long a ss oc iat ed with the SBL, 

Over a per:od of 60 year s, 1 i s a li ttle c:lifncult to gauge 

accurately sale s figure s of s uc h a magazine , bu t s ome thing l!ke 100 

mill ion copie s of the SBL wer e sold betwe en 1915 an d 1968, wit h a 

pocent:.al reade r s hip of three ti me s that figur e. A st unn:ng re cord: 

Year s ago , I knew a man (outsi de the: I-lobby) who had a com ple te se c of 

all three s e ri es . It would be intere s ting to know i f su ch a set ex is ts 

toda y . 
Some rlung ll ke 100 writer::: co ntribu ted to the "aga of SeAroD Bla ~ 
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in the SBL, and there' s a mul ti tude of cur ious and fascmat ing stories 
about each and all of them o By a str ange comc1den ce, Chr ist opher 
Lowder, the wr i ter of one of the la st Mayflower Blakes ("The Alxlucto r s " , 
publi s hed under the Desmond Reid byli ne) was to oc cupy the very same 
office that or iginally housed the SBL i n 1915 , when he worked for 
Fleetway /IPC. 

60 gloriou s year s~ Yet only a year or so after i t was laun ched , 
the SBL was in danger of ex tinctio n , due to the acut e pape r s hortage 
engendered by the War. What a good job i t survive d , for apart from the 
plea sure i t ha s gi ven to so man y , it p roved to be one of the AP' s biggest 
mone y ~ sp inners . 

So here' s a toa s t to the SBL, and all whCl contr ibuted to its page s: 
author s, ar tis ts and ed ~tors - and la st, but no t least, the loyal readers 
who s upported it thr ough the years o May its memory never die . 

• • • • * • • • • • • • • * * * * * • • • * * • * • • * * 

NELSON 
"LE T T HE REST OF THE WORLD GO BY" by William Lister 

Do you like to know the cast of your cu rrent programme before 
the sh owing or aft er the showing? I think my se lf i t depend s on circum­
stance s. The re ar e tim e s when seein g a cha r act er fli t a cr oss the screen 
that I thmk 1 recogn ize , I hope to see the cast shown at the close. How· 
ever , the other mght they sc re ened a pic ture starr ing Will iam Conrad and 
his brothero Now Willia m Conrad is "Cannon" the little fat detec tive I 
like s o m uch , but I didn't know his brother . I wanted to see this brother, 
but I didn 't wa nt to st op up ti ll 12 . 30 p . m . I would have to trust that the 
ca st was s cre ened firsto I could then see who the brother was in the 
first 15 m rnute s and be in bed by 11. 15 p. m. I was lu cky ~ 

In thi s case I don't know whethe r my r eader s prefer the ca st first 
or lam. . I 'm goin g to give it firs t . You can't plea se everybody : 

"The Boy Who Vams hed " , Mon ster Library , No. 15 , pr odu ced by 
the "Ne ls on Lee" peopl e , sce nery by a rtist J. H. Valda , story by Edwy 
Sear le s Brook s. 

By br ing lng the cas t on fir st I hope to v.b:!t your appe tite for mo re . 
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After all , many folk settle for a show because of the cast . So settle 

down while I dr aw the curtain as ide: 

' 'The Boy Who Vanished" is played by a Lancashire lad, name of 

Dic k Goodw in . (Dick is a knowledgeable chappie when it comes to 

roadwe ry. He' s working on a machine that. will put his dad ' s Mill 

produ ct ion way ahead of competition.) Dete ctive work provided by 

Nelson Le e and Nipper. Schoo l- caretaker played by Mr. Josh Cuttle. 

Schoolboy villains played by Ralph Leslie Fulwood & Co. 

The Proper Villains - guaranteed to make your flesh. creep; played by 

Mr . Nagg s and Mr. Col rnore. 

Comedy re li ef pr ovided by Handforth, Church and McClure. 

Wit h a full cast of teachers, Removites and Seniors. 

Loca t ions - St. Frank's Schoo l , Bannington Village , Bramley 

Ga p - a pl ac e of rugged cliffs against which the waves of the English 

Channel beat. Scene s include a ruined building , a broken-down light ­

hou se, des troyed by a storm ten years previous. 

Nature s upplies roaring waves, a moon peeing through misty 

s kies, raging winds and cold weather - bitter cold weather . 

Now, with a cast like that, location scenery, comp lete with 

suitable wea ther for the occasion and villains of the calibre of Mr. 

Walte r Naggs and Mr. Colmore (boy: how those vi.Hain s make my fle s h 

cree p) you know its bound to be good. 

Now for a couple of "trailers" - you know wb.at those are, of 

course, ju s t a few sho ts to make you want more. 

We have Dick Goodwin tied to hooks, s hackled to the Wharf -wall , 

the roaring ti de lapp ing his ankle s and stil l rising (and yoll know who is 

to blame). There i s the moment the St. Frank' s boys di sc over a secret 

panel. The big fight when Edward Oswa ld Handforth batters the livmg 

daylight s out of those villains, a few moments be:ore the curtain fall e. 

By the way, all this for the entrance fee of one shilli ng. The 

type of s hill ing that you got twelve pen ni e s for not the miserable tl::.ing 

I've got in my pocket at the moment which I ca n't buy a 5! p sta mp with , 

Anyway, that' s it, "The Boy Who Vanished" by Edwy Searle 

Brookso If it co me s your way, take an easy cha ir and a s pa re hour "r 

so an d let the rest of the wor ld go by . 
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EVOL UTION by Ro J. Godsave 

Just a s the motor car has had to evo lve from the horse carr iages 
of the late 19th and ea r ly 20th centur ie s so the same can be said of 
character s of a weekly pa.per which was de stin ed to run for a num ber of 
year s . 

The first introd ucti on of the St. Frank' s sc holar s appear ed in 
o.s. o . 112 of the Nelson Le e Libra ry , "Nipper at St . Fr ank 's" and it 
i s intere s ting to see how Brooks por tr ayed cer ta in chara cter s in tha t 
issue an d the sam e in lat er Lees. 

Na turally. the intro ducti on of so man y char acters at once had to 
be made in bulk , which co uld har dly be otherw is e than colourles s a s a 
background had ye t to be cr ea ted . 

Once Broo ks had his character s to bis li king 1t wa s easy to 
introduce new ones which were far fro m cololi.Tless, such a s Regg ie Pitt 
and Ar chie Glentho rne . 

It comes a bit of a sbo ck to r ead in the first St . Fr ank' s Lees 
tha t pr ior to th e com ing of Nipper , F ullwood & Co. r ode roughshod over 
such stalwarts - as they were to become in the future - a s Tr egell is 
West ~ Watso n and Handfor th " It app ears that n.o effort ha d been mad e 
to r everse tru.s s tat e of affa irs by the boys themse lve s . 

Whethe r Brooks deUber a tely gave the impress ion that these 
j uniors were leader less .i.n ord er that Nippe r shoul d s tan d out as the 
lead er of the more de ce nt fell ows 1s open o quf>s tlon . 

Br ooks did nQr se em to be abl e to forge t that Nippe r w:a~ ths 
aa s~srant l:0 cue c.ei.el:-rated detective 1\Jels Qu Lee aud fou nd it diff rc.ulr lO 

po,-:-....:a- h1m as an. ordi na r y s chool.boy :.n bJ.E ro J;, of Dick Pennett ~ Wheu 
hP. firs t made hi s appearan ce at c. Frame '.= N1.pper gave the 1mp:re~s~on 
that he wa:." s•.>m l;;th.:.ng of a. "k'low -ail ,. whlch fo.rtu.natt1. y, w:i s co r re cted 
by Brnnk~ w±.th Nipper p~eseme d as a plea i:.anr char a.ctero 

.ill "' "' .. " " i,. t "' .., "' ... *· -" .. "' "' .., ... ..... .. t' ,!. ,.. "' :t '!i 4< >t 

FOR EXCHANGE: Thom.son'$. !nc. S.k:ipper 1 to 6· Rang er , .?liuts , Buils eyes , in c.i.. -\l'..,s. l: 
Bo,:'S' Ma~ . , To tlI'Ilals , Le<!'s , 'io1's, BJF U bs. , U / JacKS, Dandy Monscer Comi cs , &aanc Bool<.s, 

eady Sunbea ms . etc . etc. , 

WANIT D· ba nd'/, Beano an d Mag ic Com,ics from 1937 to 1940. Will buy or give goo d 
exchange.. GEORGE HARDAKER, 14 ACREGA TE, UTTLE DIGMOOR 

SKELMERSDALE , lANCS , 
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DO YOU RE MEMBER? by Roge r M. Jenkin s 

Noo 129 - Gem No4 414 - "The Bounder of St , Jim's" 

The wisdom of int rodu cing Baggy Trim ble into the Gem is one of 
those points that co lle ctor s love to debate . In 1951 I wrote a Long lett er 
co Charle s Hamilton on thi s very point , and it seems clear that he him­
s elf had serious mis givings . He wrot e in r eply: "Abo ut Baggy, I had an 
ab s olute ly free ha nd , of course: but charact er s were sometime s 
suggested by the edito r ." The more I examine this senten ce, the more 
I am struc k by its careful wording . Was Trimble sugge s ted by the 
ed itor or no t ? No help on this point was given in a later ref ere nce to 
Tr imbl e , though new information was provided : "Baggy owed his 
exi stence to the fact that Bunter was such a draw in the othe r paper; but 
though he was the work of my own bands , I never liked him much: the 
-real truth be ing that an author should never imi tate even him se lf , He 
had to be differe nti ated from Billy Bunter, and all the differenc e somehow 
se emed to turn out badly for him . " 

Bagley Tri mble arrived at St, Jim's in Gem 414 , publis hed in 
Janu a ry 1916. He wrote to D'Arcy r eminding him of the ir old friendship , 
and a sking to be pla ced in Study No. 6. Lowther me t him at the stati on 
and pa inted such a glowing pic ture of the delight s of the New House that 
Trimble de c ided to ask Mr. Rat cliff if he could board in his house , and 
the housem ast er , un expected ly flattered , was inclined to ag ree . The 
plo t was run ning true to type , but the character is ation of T r imble was 
proving a pr oble m, as the letter r eferred to abo ve make s quite clear , 

Of course m 1916 Bunter was far from bemg an a ttr act ive 
chara cter ~ he cert ainl y did not enga ge the sym pa thies of the re ader as 
he wa s ab le to in the Whiffles ser ies and later. Nev erth ele ss, even at 
his worst Bunter was har dly as bad as Trimble 5n thi s Gem story: he 
s pent hi s ticket mon ey on food and , having borrowed nine shi llings from 
Low ther for a first-class fare , pr oce eded to pay the ticket collecto r five 
shi llings for a third -cla ss far e . D'Arcy de sc ribed him as "wathah fat , 

and dwesses wathah loudl y, and has a li t tle wed nos e like a wed bill iard -
ball." Mrs . Tagg le s saw a podgey fac e and shifty eyes , and Char les 
Hamil ton himsel f continua ll y referred to Tr imble's piggy eye s. There 
is no doubt that he wa s intended to be considerabl y lower in the sca le 
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than Billy Bunter, 
As time went by, Trimble mellowed a li ttle . He wa s used to 

good effe ct m a num ber of si.ngle s tor ie s in the ear ly 'tv,rentie s where his 
outrageous plan s usually misfired after prom isi ng beginnings , but he 
never rea lly achieved the fame of Bunte r, and the readers never r eally 
Eked him . lt is possible to argue that be added very U.ttle to the Gem , 
and a s with Grundy , (the St , Jim's version of Coker) , the s tor ies would 
have been better off without him . The deba te conti nues: 

* * • * * * • * * • * * * * * * * * • * * * • * • * * * * 
LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No. 203 . THE SPIRIT OF 1910 

In the late teen s and twenties a good guide to a sub story in the 
Magnet wa s that Mr . Quelch's christian name was given as Horace. 
Yet it was the gen uine Frank Richards who or iginally landed Quelch with 
a Horace to lead hlm . When Miss Primrose went courti ng , she 
wh is pered "Horace". And there were many refe r en ces to Mr, Horace 
Quelch in che few years preceding the First World War . 

Of cour se , Hamilto n neve r bothered unduly abou t names and 
st at i stics. Tt wa s sub writers wit h their Who ' s Who's who trie d to pin 
thi ngs down with the i r lists of chr i st1an names to which they add ed the 
crowrun g absur d ity of heigh ts, weight s, and exact ages, We know , of 
course, that to som e star ry-eyed reade rs, who r eall y liked to liv e in a 
wor ld of mak e-beheve, those ela stic stat isti cs really mea nt something , 
inc red ible thou gh i t is . 

Just when Hamilton dropped Horace and adopted Henry I cannot 
say for certa in, but .l'..t was probably some tim e durrng the whi te cov er 
er a . 

Of cours e , whe n the Cliff House girls were housed an d caught at 
Gr ey fr iar s for a time in 1909 , Clara Trevlyn per sist ed in ad dress ing 
·rhe mas ter a s Mr o Sque lch . When reprov ed and corrected , she 
m ~i.~ted tha t s he had see n that named on the noti ce -board . 

"T hat wa s s. Quelch. , " said tb.e gentleman , more or less 
pa o.ently "' "' S' 1s my ini tial." 

Tha t , of course, may have been the or igin of H. S. Quelch , 
One of che Who's Who gems tr ied to get over the di fficulty by listing 
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Horace Henry Samuel Quelch. 

But he was really Henry all right, was Quelch, as Bob Cherry 
could tell you, Tom Dutton was Willy Dutton in early days, which was 
another poser for the Who's Who fanatics . 

In pas si ng. one wonders why, when he constru cted Cliff House 
for the School Friend of 1919 , Hamilton dropped all but two of his early 
girl characters at that sc hool , only retaini ng Marjor ie Hazelden e and 
Clara Trevlyn , to whom he added the ind ifferent cook , Dolly Jobling to 
form a s econdary Co . It was rema r kable - and unexpla ined - when you 
come to think of it . He even dr opped Miss Locke , the Head's s i ste r , 
who was a tea che r a t Cliff House in the earh e r Magnet s . 

Sub -wr iters ofte n djd not ke ep abreast of these whim sic al and 
inexp lic able litt le change s, and the sub who wr ote the Wingat e ' s Love 
Aff air seri e s of 1920 , put Miss Locke as the m istress in charge of the 
Cliff House contingent at the weird and wonderful c inema school of that 
series. 

Much of the charm of reading a Red Magnet or a Blue Gem 
co ns ists of the little items which carry us back with a vengeance to 
another world . Arthur Augustus D'Ar cy, on his fir st visit to Greyfriars 
in 1910 , d id some detecdve work as he sought the mi ss mg Bulstrode . 
Gussy com ments on "Rosey ~Posey cigarett e s " , sol d at I ! d . for 20. 
(In one of P. G. Wod ehouse' s school tal es , publlshed at abou t that time , 
the author men uo ns "Gi r l of My Heart " ciga rett es , so ld at twopen ce ­
halfpenn y the pac kec of 20 , inc luding a coloured p tcm re of Lord K.!tcbener. ) 
It 's sr ,m nJ.ng for anyone who smoke & cig are tte oda y (I don ' t~) and who 
r eally bas no ~.dea of what the pr oper CO"' t LS, but paa.ses over a pound 
not.e in rb.e hope thar: , w J.th hi s 20 fa gs, he ma y get a few odd wins m 
ad d~tlon m cl-ia:nge . 

Betw E'e:n the wars . r.he m o&t pop,Jla..r brands of ciga.rerr.e~ were 
20 for ild . or 6d. for 10. A"!.ld , when I was very t!ny , 1 believe cha r 
Woo dJ)i ne co st one penny for an open ~topped pape r pa cke t of five 9 or 
twopenc e for 10 m th e nor mal ca rdbo a rd packet , Or am I merely 
ha vi ng p ipe -dr eams? 

Anot her fascinating little item in the Magnet of 1910 was the 
village flower show , in which the Famous Five en te red a ''Gloir e de 
Dijon" ro se . Among the Super Stars , Elizabeth of Glam is, Violet 
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Carson , Mr. Chips, and othe r modern roses we have blooming in our 
own garden, the "Gloire de Dijon" rose which our young friends 
exhibited in 1910. So not quite all the good things have passed on . 

The Red Magnet is more dated than the Blue Gem, partly due to 
the fact that the Gem stories were mainly set at the school, while so 
many of the Magnets were played out away from Greyfriars. And 
partly, perhaps, owing to Greyfriars' large quota of freakish characters 
like Wun Lung , with his unlikely coolie pidgin English and his pigtail 
(Alonzo Todd once cut if off , under the influence of Bulstrode); Fishy, 
the old-fashioned personification of the American; Kipps, the conjuror; 
Dutton, the deaf; and a few others who often played the lead in those 
far-off days. 

Charles Hamilton , for some reason, gave Bulstrode the chop 
somewhere about the middle twenties, and few 1 if any , missed him. 

* * * * • * * * * * * • * • ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
REVlEW 

THE SIT-IN STRIKE AT GREYFRIARS Frank Richards 
(Howard Baker : £3. 90) 

This volume co mp r1Ses e ight consecu tive titl es from the Magnet 
o f early m the year 1937. Main item on the bill is the 6-story barring ~ 
out series in which Mr. Hacker di scovered, painfully, that he did not 
r~lly posst::ss the qualit ie s ne cessary for the successful headm a ster. 
The opening ~tory " B.Uly Bunter's House-Warm ing" i s superb 1 but whether 
the serie s mamtains rhe high stan dard of the opening story is a question 
wruch only a reader can de ci de a s he read s on. 

Ra.rn.n gs -out were alway s a sure -fire attraction for boys, and 
the MagnP.t',; "Jud ge Jeffrie s" ser ies of 1917, and the Brand er rebe llion 
of 1930 , cont3.med mu ch real drama along w:.th the excitement of the 
ba r ri ng s -out.. Mr. Prout 1 i n 1934 , had failed as a headmaster , and 
in the natural cours e of eve nts l t was inevi table that the author shou ld 
g;.ve ''The Acld Dr op" a ta sr:e of the a ut hor i ty whicb produces Man , 
Va~n Man, Re tr ai.n.t ~s neces sary on the part of the author if he is to 
wr it e a reall y gr:.pp m g s tory of this type , and one cr itici sm of this 
Ha . .::ker "'er:E;t; i s th.at there was coo much sla pstick so that it developed 
:u,o :roa r.31g zar ce . Bur 1.r ha s many good sequences , and sh ould make 
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pl e nty of readers happy, as i t d id for ty years ago . 
l11congruo usl y , the l:itJe of one of the s tor i es ha s bee n c hanged 

fro m "The Sta y - lo Srr ike at Greyfr iar s" to "The Sit-In St r ike at 

Gr eyfr lar s' ', the overa ll ti tle of th e volume , Sti ll mor e mco ngruou s ly , 

tho ugh the cover ti tle of that Magne t is changed , the in si de ti tle r e ma i ns 

as i t wa s. Proba bly the pub lis her s are ca shmg in on modern t ime s by 

c hanging a Sta y- In to a Sit~ ln , but lt see m s a bi t abs ur d to upda te the 

Magnet . For mo s t of us the c harm is that the Magn e t takes us away 

fro m Decimalisa u on , Inflation - and Sit - Ins. 

Two single stori e s co mplet e the volume . "Coker the Kldna ppe r'' 

tells of the mea sures adopt e d by the Fool of the Fifth to obtai n a place 

in the F irs t El e ven . Finally , "T he Ma n Wi th the Gla ri ng Eyes" was a 

phra s e m uc h use d in the news pa pers In early 1937 conc erni ng an elus ive 

rea l - Lie cnminal . Fr an k Ric hards cashed m on the phr a se for this 

littl e p sy c holo gi cal thrill er which holds the interest throug hout . 

A well-balanced volume whic h will please the fans. 

The Postman Called (Intere s ting uems fr om t.he 

E di tor's l e tter -bag) 

BEN WID T ER (Lon don) : The fi lm " Ben Hur" , when first s hown at the 

T ivo li i n the Stran d , had fine sound e ffe cts done by me m bers of the st a ff. 

Th e ch.1.n.ldu g of the chain s that tbc sl a ve ro wers worei on the trirF?me , 

and the beating of the dr um to time the unfortunate rowe r s wa s very goo d . 

My se at at the T ivoli cos t ls . 3d . Th eu a poa c hed e gg on toa st and a 

cu p of te a at the ABC for abo ut a sh illi ng . Those were the day E. 

'"Tra der Hor n' ' I saw at the Emp ire , Leicester Square - a mag nifice nt 

fil{n , th e first safari animal fi lm . "Ge ne r al Crac k" , too , a fine fi lm , 

but , lik e yourself , my memory dim s re thi s one . 

Mr s. S. DUMBLE (New Zealand) : l very much e njoy r eacting Collecto rs ' 

Digest. Ala s, 1 wa s born too l ate (1940) to remember the day s and 

papers that mo s t of your con tributo rs remember . Howeve r, l ha ye an 

J.magi na o on and a half, and a grea t love of the hi s tor y of the pa s t , 

parucularly the first 40 yea rs of thi s century . I am ve ry sad for my 

c hild ren - as they say "Why was it more fun ill your and Gr andm a's day , 

Mummy ? " 
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JAMES W. COOK (New Zealand) : l wis h to make a succinc t cornmem 
on the article m the el s on Le e Colum n (Augu st) headed "Lo r d Dorri m ore 
and the Declm e of Religion". Wha ta.loadofoldruhb 1sh: 

TOHN GOCHER (Sudbur y )· Did you know that W. Mur doch Duncan died 
on the 19th Apr i...l, at the age of 65. He wrote nearl y 150 books (of whic h 
l have everyone to dace) unde r b.is own name , John Cassells , Peter 
Malloch , Nie ll Graham , Lovat; Ma rsha ll and John Dailla s. His books 
were published in man y lands , e spe ci ally in paper back form. I knew 
Bill very well - 1 first got in to uch wi.th him in 1944 when he had been 
invalided out of the arm y and wa s tea ching at a boarding sc hool. He was 
a fine chap who never had to resort to doubtful subject mat ter to se ll his 
books . 

Miss MARGO RUDD: I greatly enjoy the Magnet , and hope , one day, to 
pa ss on m y love of it to my child r en , al ong with my aff ectio n for all the 
old pape r s . Wb.at a r ic h inher itan ce; 

HAROLD TR USCOTT (Deal) : ln the late st C . D. you wr i te of a fil m 
c.aUed "T it am c" being s hown on TV r ecen t ly, and of a late r film on the 
same subject, "A Nig ht to Rem embe r" . I do not know of any film 
acrua lly called 11T1t.amc '' . The only ea .dt er t .J.m on this s ubje ct of whic h 
I am a.ware was ca lle d "Atlan tic " and wa r, mad e in 1930, d1recte d by the 
German , E. A. Dupont, with Franklyn Dyall , Donald Cal thro p, Helen 
Haye . Ella.lin e Terr ls s , D. A. Clarke- Smi th, Monty Banks , Fr an ciS 
L is ter , Sydney Lynn , John Longden, John Stuart and Joan Barry in the 
ca sL ls ems the film you had in mind ? 

(EDI TORJAL COMMENT: 11'Tit:;r,i c " wa~ a Twenti eth- Ce.ntmy Fox film, sta rr\ng Barbara 

Stanw rc1' ~nd Clif ton Webb. lt was rel ea.Bed in th.is coun tr y in the l':arly fifties . ) 

HOWARD SHARPE (Melt.o urne) : The rna ~_ntenance of such a htgh 
s tanda r d Wl.th C. D. , for eo long . ensures ou.r ever -cont mu ing en joyme nt 
fro m .'..t. I'm m1ghty ple a sed at your zefer ence to Roger Jenkins' a r ti cle 
m the next C. D, Annua l. Hurry up , Chn s tma s ~ 

,,~.,..,.,. .. .,.,,.;->1< +<!' *°*' .. "'"' .. *** * *"'*** 
FOR SAl.Fi M .gu .. rs, GerN, Hcli d , f Annuals, B?o.cs, etc.. Send s. a . e . for li st . 

'>l 1~F.E'vr. 25 w ::I.LOW DRIVE AA YLEJGH, FS SEX. 
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No. 18. 

BIOGRAPHY OF A SMALL CINEMA 

ALMOST EMMA - AS WE GO TALKIE 

When a term opened , I usually had 

all my bookings completed for the . next 

three mon ths, with just a date or two left 

open in c as e I happened to ccme across 
som ething for whi c h I pa rti culady wanted 

a date. 
This term, how ever, thin gs were 

diffe re nt . When tem:i started r had just 

two programmes booked . The first con ­

sist ed enti rely o f short subj ect s, and fo r the 

second week there was a Warner Bros. 
release, John Banymore in "General Crac k" 1 

d estine d to be our l ast silen t feature , 

It lo oked as though we w ould hav e to 

cl ose down our cinem a , or ins tall sound for 
ta l kies . And so und equipment, at that 

titn e, was v ery expensive. What gr i eved 

m e was that it seemed as thougb the good ­

will I had bu il t up wi th so many renters 

was to be thrown awa}•. 
I i nserted an a dverti sement in the 

Kine Weekly. l forge t the exact wording 

of that ad, but i t ran somet hin g l ike this: 

"Sound equipment wanted for the smallest 

c in ema in the wor ld. Easy t erm s of pay­

m ent ess eutia l . " 
Ma ybe I didn't expect a-uy reply, but, 

if so, the unexpecte d 'happen ed. A firm 

contac ted me, and two of t he i r direc tors 

cam e t o see me by a ppo intm ent . Very 

charmin g and helpful men the y wer e . 

They inspected our operating box, an d to ok 

a grea t interest in eve:rythi ng. Aft er all, 

om cinana was uni qu e in th ose days , an d 
the two visit ors we re as enthusiasti c as I was . 

Th e next day th ey co nt.acted me ag~in , 

and sugges te d t hat the y sh.oul d install Miha ly 

portable projec tion . I gathered that it was 

the sort Qf equipment which was taken 
around to hal ls in small towns and villages , 

where a tra v elling show provi ded ent e rtain ­
ment on one or two days a week . It 

seemed a reasonab l e idea. I fotget the 

cost, though it was high, but they arranged 

the "very easy terms" whi ch was a condition 

of t he deal . So all promi sed well. 
On the Thursda y a couple of 

eng ineers we re busy , dism antling and ta ldn g 

away the old silent proj ectio n equipment , 

and wiring the small theatre for sound, 

fitting up an d hidin g the lou d sp eakers, 

and so on. Th en the p roJection equip m ent 

arri ved. It ma y have been portab le, but 

it looked pretty hef ty to m e. It all loo ked 

a truly spl endid job. 

In theory ,, one th rea ded up the film, 

start ed the machine, and then fitted a c ov er 

over the enti re si de of the machine, so the 

whol e thin g was co m pletely boxe d in a s 

the two tho usand feet c,f film ran throug h. 

It loo ked effi ci ent , bu t I wasn 't to o happy 

about it. lt was suppo sed to be the la st 

wor d in safety p rec auti ons eigainst fil m fire, 

but I was uot t oo keen ove r the boxing-in 

of everythi ng . 

For our ore ning ta lki ng film I ha d 

book ed , fr om M, G. M. , that superb an d 

glorious batt l ea xe of an actress, Mari e 

Drl".ss1er, in what has a lways be en 

co nside1ed her best film, "Emm :t" . 

"Emin a " w"s to be shown twice on 
tl e Fri day - in t he a ftern oon an d aga in in 
t ile evenin g. The soun d firm se:nt th eir 

own e:ng-lneers to rl.l!!. the progt"arr>rn ES fo:r 



that opening da y. All l had t o do was to 

wat a h and learn , in the operating box . 

For that programme, I recall, we 

had the silent news reel (l had not yet 

changed my contract on that), and a two­

n:d silent educa tional subject, ll1ese ran 

through perfectly. To show a silent film, 

one did not pass it over the sound head, 

and the only differen ce was that it would 

be screened a lot faster th a n on a silent 

projector, 

Then came "Emma" . And then the 

uouble bega n . The film was started, and 

the machine boxed in. The M. G. M. lion 

roared out over the speakers, and the 

introductory mus i c filled the little threatre. 

ft was a ma rvellous moment. 

Then for no obvious reason, for it 

was a beautiful new copy of the picture, 

the fi lm snapped, The engin,eers rushed 

to get the side off the machine, during 

whicb time the film went on unwinding 

and snat c hing at the various revolving 

sprockets . With a word of apology, they 

got it started up again. It ran for a few 

minutes, a!ld then snapped again, a nd th e 

same palaver as b efore happened . 

I began to get uneasy . I was worried 

about the damage which was being done 

to "Emma". During tbe next fifteen 

minutes or-so, the film snapped another 

ha lf dozen times or so . Then I called it 

"da y . 
I went out a nd told th e audience 

tM.t, owing to technical t rouble, the show 
would hav e to be a bandoned . Then I told 

the men that they c ould ta ke their 

equ ipment away - that I was terrified of 

it - that they m i ght have la nded me with 
a bill for film damage - a nd that I 

woul dn 't k ee p it a s a gif t . 

Pa 23 

The y phoned th eir head off ice to 

re po rt what had happened. As for me , l 

was busy repairing that first big r,eel (it 

was actual ly Reels One and l'wo joined 

together) of "Emma". late r on that day , 

"Emma" went off by rail - the only time 

I ever bad a film and returned it almost 

entirely unscreened . 
Wha t actually caused the tr ouble I 

do not know , but there was clearly some 

misalignmen t of the sound head sprockets. 

But I m a de it cle a r that under no 

circ umstances would I keep those 

"portables" - and they could return and 

-re-install the old silent machines j ust as 

soon as they .liked. 
That evening the directors came 

ag,;1in. The y were genuinely distressed by 
what had happened - a.nd I piled it on 

about the dam.age done to "Emma" . Then 

they told me what they were going to do. 

They would have the portables removed at 

once, and next week they would do the 
only thing they felt they could do to make 

up for the fias co, They proposed to fit us 

up with full-sized pro fessional Ka l ee Sevens, 

with West em Electric Sound. And the 

terms would be exactly the same. I think 

they were a pretty wonderful firm. 
They were as good as their word. 

The Kalee Sevens looked marvellous, and 

ran like a dream. 
So, -exactly a wee!, later than 

planned, we went talkie, and the engineers 

screened t he first show. Our first ta lking 

picture was Wallace Beery and Jackie 

Cooper in "The Champ". And it was great. 

The supporting programme was "The 
Modem Apple" (all talk ing educ ationa l 

subject) and the Universal Sound News . 

The following week we had Marie 
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Dr esl!l.er in II Emm a " , bac k a.gain , and thi s 

time sh e endea red he rs el f t o us all withcut 

a!ly m ish ap. And i n t he supporti ng 

pro gramm e th ere was Th e Bo;, Friends in 

the. aU- calld ng "Ca ll a Co_p" , Mi ckey 

Mouse in ' ' Th e Jazz Fool " , and the 

Pa theto n e Sound We ek ly . 
Bef ore in st a lli ng the n ew equ ipment , 

th e fi rm aske d m e wheth er our ele ct ri c 

supply wa s AC o r DC . I didn't kn.ow , but I 

enquir ed an d fcmnd out fro :ra the elec trici ty 

company that w e were on DC , but that a 

ch:m ge ,.o AC wou.ld ta k e plac e in about 

six m ont hs ti:m.e , As a re sult of tbl s, our 

fi rm inst a ll ed AC equip ment , and arrang ed 

to loan u s a conV'ert eI , free of ar,y charge , 

i n readiness for when th e current would b e 

changed , The conv ert er wa! pl aced , on 

a n enonnousl y thick mat (to dea den the 

n_ois e ) behind a sc reen in my stud y. Some 

n in e months la ter, the f ir m ind icated , 

reasonabl y enough , t hat they felt the 

con verte r should now e ither be ret urned to 

them or purc has ed . I ap proached the 

elec t ricity com pany (it was lon g before 

na tk rn.all.sa ti on, and , i n those days , one 

coul d see peopl e in authori ty and put one 's 

.:a se) . 
The el ectricity company boug ht t he 

co nverter , and le t us use it free on loan till 

the change occurr ed so m e months late r . 

(ANOTHER ART ICLE IN THlS 
SERIES SOON) 

• * * * * * - * * * * * • * * * * * * • * • • * * * • • 
SEJ.llNG COMIC NEWS: Aldine Half - Holi day , Snapshots , Scraps , Funn y Folks , Young Fol ks' 

Tales, Iioxner's Pock et Library , Harp er's Young Pe opl e (U SA), Comrades , (1880 to 1900 's ). 

Gi rls' Own St ori es , Girls ' Cinema , Peg 's Pape r , Peg 1s Compa nion ., Pam 's Pape r ( 1920 's), 

Pict ure Show (1920 's}, Gi rls Own Pap er ( 1930 1s), Boys' Cine.ma., Scou c, Chu m s ( 1900' s to 

1920 1s), Co ll ec to rs Dig est ( 1960' s), Hobb i es W eeklies ( 1930' s) , Mer riwell an.d Ca.rter pa pe r-­

backs . (USA , 1920's }1 &>ys Frie nd , Boys Rea lm, Boys H eral d ( 1900's ), Yo ut1' 1·s Instru ct or And 

Guardian ( 1830's . 1840 's) , Kno ckou t, Tip Top , Radle Fun , Jin gl es , Thom psons (1940's 1 195C's ), 
Li.ttl e t' ape r (J 910 - 1914 ), Fant astic Adv entures ( l 940 1s, 1950' s), Modem M ee han.ix ( 1930's , 

USA) , En glhll Macharu c ( 1900) . Plus thousands of p.ewspapers an d mag a zines fro m 1640 's t o 

1940' s, i ncludin g a real cro ss se cti on o f m agazi nes an d new spape i-s fo r WWI to WW2 pe riod, 
nam ely Ans wErs, Pea:rsons, Tit Bits , Pic ture Post , Weekl y Illustr a ted , Illustr -ated , Passi ng Snow, 

Pic tureg o e :r, Pic tur e Show I Fil m We elrJ.y, Fi lm Pic toria l , Screen Pi c tori al , Play Pic to tial 1 

Thea tre Wo rl d, Stra nd , f'll ght , Ae roplan e, Airc raft Spott er , Illustrated London t-ews , Spher e, 

Picto r ial Weekl y, va ti ous women's mags , Da ily Mi rro r, Sket ch , H er-al d , Times , Observer , 

Telegraph , Dispatc h , Exp ress, Liverpool Echo , Lancas hir e Daily Post, Ch roni cl e , Swida y 

Pictoria l , News Of Tne World , Sunday Chroni cl e , People, Guerns ey Star, Radio Times , 

Listener, Radio World , Rail way Magazine , Am eric an ra il way timetab l e/br oc hures for 1901 -

1906 , and many , many more it ems . 

ED JONES 

43 DUNDONALD ROAD, COLWYN BAY, CLWYD . 

Tel . COLWYN BAY 31195 
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~ THE 
MIDLAND 

Tile final meet ing of the term on 29 July , 'broke up ' (but not i n 
dis or der) for dis per sal to vi lla , cour t , towers , house and lodge, un ti l 
the la st Tues da y m September, The meeti ng inc luded much am iable 
convers a tion upon va r ious asp ects of The Hobby and a divers i.on to the 
delig hts of Laur e l an d Hardy film s . Ivan Web st er gave a re ading of a 
cla ssi.c aJ., wonderful co nfr onta tion betw een Ha cker and Pro ut . Cha1.r man 
Warw ic k Se ford edged open the floodga tes of h...a re ma r kable memor y to 
r eci te the open:..ng chapter ('S end Ma st er Har ry to me ••• ') .from Magne t 
No . 1, wh~cb he knows by bea rc, cover co co ver . 

Mee tings a re held a t Dr . JohnEOn House, opposi te Debe nham ' s , 
Birm .mgham , eac b month exce pt Augu Er. Auru mn aessw n wJ.l hegm on 
Tu Esda y , 30 Sept em ber. Other mee ti ngs follow on 28 October, 
2 5 Noveml:::icr, 16 D6ce mbe r , 

LONDON 

Two ve ry excellen t tre ati ses wer e the lughl ights of the August 
meet.m g s t Court L.eld. The fir s t one was given by Thoma s Wn ght who 
has h.:.s OIVTl pa rLcul a r tews on the three Ham 1ltcm Schools. Tom 
compa red St. Sam • 6 wtt h the three a na .:showed where alm ost s:!.m!la r 
rn .cidents happ ned . lhe former sad.re an.d •he latt .e r ser!Ou~ t:.o a po_nt. 
T her e wa.s a lClng d~ scu 3&.!0 n afte r war ds and all pr e :ieut ex pr essed theH 
V'iewc. 

B.ill Ll)ft ;; then took over st..art1;;d m:f w:.rb a t.t>loured Chapman 
r-ri g .ual wh!r h was pa~, ed a:round, rngether w1:.h Sara h Dadd:el d' s two 
Lne draw _n~ b. hE same ar r:.n. B1.ll'=-1:alk -Na~ on centenan.eg and 
ann..ve r san e sc Mentrnnm g the diam ond jub.01ee of St. P.1auk ' .:::, Rnolcwooc 
and the Sexton Blake Libr ar y , he wen t on with the cen tena ry of Edgar 
WaJJace , w ho wro te in sever al old boys' boo ks , Edga r Rice Borrou ghs of 
Tarz an fam e , Ar thur S. Har dy who wr ote ln about fif ty pape rs, Arth ur 
Mee of the Child re n' s Newspape r and the 150th ann iversary of 
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R . M . Ballautyne o Fi nally Bill ex press ed a warning of how the number 
one Magnet Fac si m ile is be ing so ld a s the genuine arti cle . 

Graham Bruton sele ct ed two chapt e rs fro m Magnet 1151 , "Billy 
Bunter's Com e Back" and it was Roger Jenki ns who won the que sti onna j.re 
[hat wa s submitte d a fter the reading , 

Nex t meet i.ng a t 35 Woodhous e Road ; Le yronstone, London , Ell 
3NU. Phon e 534 1737. Host Reuben and Phylli s Godsav e. 

Votes of thank s to t he five Ac ra mans were a cc or ded . 

UNCLE BENJAMI N 

* * * 
NORTHER N 

Saturd a y . 9 Augu e t , 1975 

A de li ghtful feature of our eve ning wa s a ta lk by Ron Hodgs on on 
High Coombe - the s chool for sl a cke r s - rega r ded by Ham ilt on a s his 
m ost polishe d creatlon . 

Ro n pa inte d a p icture of the r a ther p_cturesqu e sc hool in 
Devonsh ir e, a r ambling old place wit h sec:ret pass ges, J.te an cie nt wall s 

over gr own wi th 1 vy . 
At Gr eyfna rs now and aga in it is hinted thar the revere d Dr . 

Lo c ke i s past h.!.s best a nd s houid go. At Hi gh Coomt,e , however , D1. 
Chetwol d (r e ferr ed to by the ma s te rs a s 'a n old dodderer , goe s .in the 

firs t story: 
T he new headma st er i s Jimmy Mc Cann , a young ma n of qw et 

m anner, yet abo ut him a life and vigou r quit e alien to th e 'sc hool for 
sl a c ke rs ' 0 Befor e McCann arr ived life had bee n so joll y under Rlp ­
van- Winkle , and th e Fifth would s ing a r ather joll y j ingl e , ''A man 
doesn 't come up to High Coombe to lea rn , he com es ' ca.use h!S parer 
has mon ey to burn' . 

T he twenty s to r ies of High Coombe a r e confined to thl s inte n m 
pe ri od - one wonde rs how the schoo l would have ev-olved had Hamil ton 
con tinued the saga : 

After a br ea k for Library and refreshm ents Moll ie pr e sented us 
wit h a qui z whic h s he entitl ed 'T he Net i s Spr ead a Littl e Wlde r ' , and 
b.aving give n us the first par t of a book tit le we had to finis h it off and 
also give the a ut hor' s nam e . 
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WAN TED : ROVERS 726,727 ,7 40 ,7 42 ,7 58 , 764 , 795,798,800 , 804 , 805 , 807,810,824 , 

825 , 826 , 827,8 29 , 831 , 832 , 846 , 850 , 853,8 72, 916 . 
WIZARD 710, 711, 713, 7 14, 7 16, 717 1 7 18, 721, 723, 724 , 732 , 733. 

Some 1936 / 7 Wizards and Skip pers offered in exchange. 
PETE HANGER , 10 PARK SQUARE, KlNG'S HFA 1H , NORTHAMPTON . 

* * * * ,H< x ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SALE: Young England, 1909 , 1910, £2, 25 eac h . Capta ins , Vols. 24 , 25 , 26 , 28 , £2. 25 each . 

Fiv e J>ink Mag .nets, £3. Greyfr ia,rs Holi day Annuals , 1930 to 1940, Bunter Books, S. O. L's. 

WANTED : Monsters , S, 0 , L's , Magne ts . 

JAMES GALL, 49 ANDERSON AVENUE, ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND. 

* * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED : Captain , vol s. 39 , 50 ; Chums , vols . 11 21 4 1 51 and23(19 15). tnpublis hers 

bind ings for preference . Herbert Stra ng 1s Annual for 1911 , 1912 and 1916. Any Newnes Dick 

Turp !n Ubra xy. Please quo t e price requ ire d, 

J. W . DOUPE , 28 KlNG'S QUAY STREET , HARWtCH . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
NORTHERN REPOR T cont itiued 

First ca m e Myr a AlU sont secon d Ron Hodgs on and t h1rd Bill 
Will iam s on. 

We were delighte d to bave with us Fathe r Bruning , Vi.ca r of Sporle , 
Swaffham , or-folk , a me mber of the London Club , togecb.er w1th his two 
chll dr eu, Ti..'11 and M1.r1.am, The chd.dren' a ma r ks, inc identally, 
compa red ve r y favour a bly wit h the r e st of us : 

REVIEW 

BOB CHERRY'S BIG BARGAIN F r ank Richard s 
(Howar d Baker: £3. 90) 

A m uc h more intr igutng over a ll title for th1s book w0uld surely 
hav e been "T he Tra J.1 of the Tr: ke'' - but no matter , 

The eumm er hoh day in 1929 wa.s divi ded into two magru ficent 
sen. es , ea c.h ~nth the add tn onal char m ot be J.ng r e str a ined in le ngth so 
t.hat ne .'.the r ever r em r>te ly threar ened to over s tay its welcome , 

The s,::ory of Methuselah, Bob Cherry's tri ke , and how the Famou s 
Five and Bunter us ed i t to aid them in a hiking holi day a r ound Bucks and 
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other nearby countie s pro vide s one of the most delightful su mmer 
holiday series ev e r . In the final tale, Bunter sold tb.e trike to Gunner 
of Rookw ood - a nd then tactfully disappeared for the remainder of the 
sum mer holiday . T lp -top nostalgic reading. 

Tbe second part of the book contains the seco nd pa rt of that 1929 
holiday - the Ravenspur Grange series . Thi s was, in my view , Frank 
Richard s ' s greatest thril le r series of all time, and I loved every minute 
of it. Ferrers Locke , with the Greyfr iars chums, encounters mystery, 
thrills , and a fine atmosphere, and, for me at least, it has alway s been 
a pre ci ous month in the Magnet. Great stuff: The la st Magnet seri es 
without Bunter - and welcome for it. 

Two little golden series from bang in the b.eart of the Golden Age 
of the Magnet. Could anything .be more tempting? 

**************************** 
"SHERWOOD FOR EVER:" by Norman Wright 

After the ending of the "Robin Hood Library" in July 1920, it was 
thirty-five years before a regular, long running series of the outlaws 
adventures was published by the Amalgamated Pre ss. Granted he 
appeared in suc h papers as "Cheer boys Cheer" and the "Popular", not 
to mention the eight or so full length stories that appeared in the "Boys 
Friend Library", but it was not until November 1955 that regular 
monthly adventures appeared . The pape r was "Thri ller Comics Library'' 
a 64-page monthly that con tained picture st r ip st ories . The paper 
started in 1951, and in its infancy carr ied picture stories of famous 
books such as "Children of the New Forest", "Windsor Castle" and 
"Westward Ho''. Later came stories of Buffalo Bill, Captain Kid and at 
irregular interval s Robin Hood. The cover of number 80, "Robin Hood 
Rides Again" sh ows the outlaw look ing very much like Errol Flynn. 
This was possibly due to the fact that the Flynn film "Adventures of 
Robin Hood'' (1938) was re-released at about this time, prior to its sale 
co television. 

In October 1955, readers were told that there was s uch a demand 
for stories of Robin Hood, that only a story every month would satisfy 
them. Thu s from issue 106 a fourth number was on sa le eve ry month 
dealing with the adventur es of our hero. 
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The a rtwor k was very good, th ough I do not know who the artists 
wer e . A wide variety of plot s were us ed . Som e of them were taken 
fro m pre war stones. The story ti tl ed "Rob in Hood and t he Ca s tl e of 
Fear' ' for example wa s a picturizatton of "With Bow and Blade for 
England " (D. H. Parry) tha t had been ser ia lized rn "Little Folks' ' rn 1917 " 
The vocabulary us ed m the Thriller Com ics Library was extens ive, far 
more var ied than is found in present da y com ic Ubra ri es . Trad1t ional 
characters were used includ ing Li.ttle John, Ma ri an and of course the 
She riff of ott ingham , who was given the ti tle of Roger De Mowbray _, 
From the issu es tha t I have seen it would appear d:lat none of the plot s 
of th e "Robin Hood Library" , 1919 - 1920 were used . 

By late 1956 reade rs were being urged to buy "Rob rn Hood Annual' ' 
for 1957, the first of four issued up to Chri s tmas 1960 . The se annual s 
were well pro duced containing wr i tten stories of Robin an d other Saxo n 
heroe s such as Hereward The Wake, a s well as picture st ri p stories and 
othe r feature s. One of the best of the se feat ures wa s "In the days of 
Rohm Hood" m wW.ch the cus toms of Med ieval England were expla ined . 
The 1959 volume conta:me d a story "Th e Traitor Pr ince" . Film fans 
who read this will noo.ce that it is the first par t of the 19.38 Flynn film. 
Muc h of the dialogue us ed by the chara ct er s in the s tor y is word for 
word the same as in the film~ 

By 1960 the Thriller Com ics Libra ry had changed i t s name to 
"Thriller Picture L ibr ary" , lt now offered less hlstoncal adventu res 
and more war stones . Jus t when Rob in Hood ceas ed to be a regu la r, 
I am no t sure, bu t by early 1963 he was not to be seen. Later that year 
he cro pped up m a cou ple of issues of ' 'Valiant Pk ture Library' ' . Three 
year s la ter '' Buste r Adventure Library" started and every month it 
conta ined a Rohm Hood s tory r epr::.nted from old "Th ri ller Gomics 
Library ". Thls library only la sted e ighteen months and as far a s I 
know Robin Hood seems to have departed for good from the A. P. pictu1.t! 
l ib ra ri es . 

Part of the succ ess of Robin Hood storie s duri ng the lat e fi fties 
mus t be d~e I am sure to the long runn ing T. V. series produced by 
Saphire fil m Productions and staring Ric hard Greene in all 165 episodes . 
Two Britis h featur e fi lms also made during this period were "Men of 
Sherwood Forest" with Don Taylor (1956) and "Son of Robin Hood" , 1959 . 
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A RETURN TO COMIC SWOPPlNG TERRITORY by David Lazell 

Times are so bard that it wouldn't sur pr ise m e if Lord Snooty 

had to live on a council estate ("What's that ?" interrupts Grandma. "You 

have to be really wealthy to live on a council estate now~") Anyway , I 

popped back to the streets of my childhood not so long ago, to see how the 

place looked . Cars everywhere, of cour se - no room for the soap -box 

on wheels that I used for my comic-swopping expedition s, all those years 

ago. The newsagents on the corner was now part of a big com bine. 

Bravely, I went within. 
"Isn't this the shop that used to belong to Mr. Fusty?" J a sked . 

The chap behind the counter stopped countin g his cigarette coupons, 

coughed as be inhaled some cigarette smoke, and then wheezed that 

Mr. Fusty had gone to live in Bournemouth , and was there any me ss a ge . 

"I used to come in here for my "Jingles " and "Tip Top", way 

back in 1940, " 'I explained. "Three halfpen ce every other week , they 

were ••• " 
A youngster wearing a 'planet of the apes' mask came in, pur­

c ha sed a copy of "D racula Comics" and went out agai n, without speaking 

a word (assuming that he could speak, of cour se - one isn't so sure with 

sta nda rds of edu cation toda y) . "And I can remember getting a free 

Popeye mask with 'Knockout '," I added , "complete with a bag of green 

popcorn that wa s supposed to be spina ch . " 

" l stock some comics," the news agent said, waving hi s hand 

towards a selection near the naughty nudie magazines and the horoscope 

journal s . "But there's not a lot of money in them . " 

I was shocked. 
"Money ?" 1 retorted. "Mr. Fusty never thought about money. 

He used to read all the com ic s a s soon as they came in, so that he 

could tell us the latest news abou t our comi c chara cters, as soo n as we 

kids came in . He knew more about comi cs • •• ·~ 

" • • • than he knew about makin g money, " added the newsagent 

drily. "He didn't have to pay the rates I do . I don 't mind confe ss ing 

that if it weren't for ci garette s and the naughty maga zine s, I'd hardly be 

able to stay in business. Our firm emplo ys an accountant to cost every­

thing - and he ~ reads a comic." 

(Note to freelan ce artist s: How about submitting a comic strip, "Anhur, 
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th e Agita te d Accountant " to "Accountancy Age' ' and see wha t happens ?) 
I reflected for a moment and thought I would test his knowledge 

of the old-time comics. 
"What about "Tilly of the Tu c kshop''?" I enquired, r eferring to a 

childhood heroine , "She's opened a transpo r t cafe on the Tilbury by ­
pass," sniffed the newsagent . "There by hangs a tale . " I spoke to 
myself , as the newsagent started to tidy the di splay of pop star magaz ines, 
many of them in the 25p - 30p bra cket . "And to think I considered thre e 
halfpen ce a lot of money , " I sigh ed . "Ah , well," the newsagent smiled . 
"T he kids have got to think of something , haven 't they , And there's no 
harm in pop star s is there ?" 

As manager of a record s tore , I hesi ta ted to repl y. Som e of the 
r ecords I had heard that week had a dis tin c tly m ind-boggling e ffe c t. 

I attempted one la s t quest ion . 
"Do the kids sti ll swop comi c s around here ?" 
"The y haven't go t tim e for that . Most of them are making quids 

cl ean ing car s and r unni ng errand s fo r peopl e in the high r is e flat s . 
Why , I' ve even had kid s buy comics, read them outs ide the s hop , and 
the n dr op them st r a ig ht into tbe litter bin ,, Th ey 've got no r oom for 
th em a t hom e, you see . " 

" You coul dn' t do t hat in the old days . " I comm ente d . ''T he r e 
we re all tho se l ong sto r ies you had to rea d , • , all tha t sm all pr int •• • " 

A van st opped outs1de and a pa r ce l of la te a fterno on editi on s of 
the loc a l rag ·- abundan t w.i.th spelling m 1.scak e s - hurtle d th.rough the door. 

"You l1.ke read~ ng , cto you7" The new sage nt looked a! me and 
E'milea , ":i .:3ee you ' r':! one nf the old s chool. " 

And I wa c; a bouc to ce ll rum whi c h old s chool n was w hen he turned 
hi tc back on m e to si gm.fy that the inter view wa s finish ed . 

I hope Mr , Fus ty still remem be rs wha t it was li ke , I m ean , 
you don 't m eet m any peo ple who really believe in Rockf i st Rogan (RA F , 
re ti re d) , do you? 

Will H:..;, Rem em ber ed ! Collectin.g Comic s an d Chil dr en' s Book s, Country Memories, etc., 
in Flower Pa tch Ma gazine 18. Sen d 22p for copy to A nn e and David, 

127 TOWER ROAD SOU'JH, WA RMLEY, BRISTOL, BSl S SBT. 

Liv e expens h •ely - us e th e Postal Serv ic e. 
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