
STORY PAPER 

COLLECTORS DIGEST 
VOLUME 30 No, 352 APRIL 1976 

20p 



Page 2 

Some more bOund volumes, as usual, in immaculate 
~ unles s otherwise sta ted. 

years. £33 eac h. 
Wizard. Complete 1940 in 2 Vols. £33 each. 
Modern Boy. 14 Vols. £24 each(! years). 
Detective Weekly. 2 Vols. 1935, 1936. 
~ 5 Vols. ~ . 1920's, 1930's. 
Triumph. Vol. 18. 1933. ~ 1906. 1905, ! years, 
Champions . From 1923. £30 each. 
Tiger Tim. Complete year, 1932, £60 ) Also 
RainbOw. July • Dec. '25, £30 ) other 
Bubbles. Jan. • June, '25, £30 ) bound 
Playbox. '53, £15 ) comics 

Lots of other Cine bound volumes including Magnets , 
Gems, Populars , etc. 

Over 70, 000 singles issues . 
Just in: Pre -1941, Mickey Mouse, from 1936, 

£1. 50 each. (282 issues went for £500 at Sotheby's last, 
but I didn't buy this time:) 

Visitors very welcome almost any time bur please 
r ing first . Come and see my Alladin's Cave: 
Howard Baker Facsimiles from No. I , including the £10 
specia ls, You're a Brick Angela, £6. 95. 

Always in the market tor collect ions, sma ll profits , 
quic k returns~ 

Nortt1an Show 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

LONDON, S.E.19 2HZ 

Tel. 01 · 771 ·9857 

Neares t Station Crysta l Palace 
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GIUST FOR T !!E MILL 

Commentin g on the wvrk of Charles Hanu. l to n , l have often 
remarked thar al l was gn st t hat came to lus null. The same thm g 
applle s ro 1he man whose dut y n is to churn out an e ditor ial each momh . 
l have, tuc ked away m the recesses of my mrn<l. a couple of items wh ich 
caught my eye rn the pa.st few week s . 

Our c ontributor, M1·. W. Thur hon . whose Jetter appeared in our 
Post man Ca lled co lumn last mon th , observ ed : " lf all boy~· papers were 
lost, a 21s t century student of 19th and 20th cen tury childhood would get 
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a very distorte d idea of the subject. We are far too near Charles 
Hamilton to make a proper judgment of him." 

I venture to di sagree , My expe rience is that, even with old 
papers in front of them , modern writers will usua lly get a "very di stort ed 
v1ew" and be quite unable to decide what made old authors tic k and what 
made t heir wor k so popular. 

My view is that the farth er we get away from Charles Hamilton , 
the less likely it is that truth will be wr itte n about him and his work. 
Once the subjec t of a biograp hy is dead , ther e is nothing to stop the 
biogr apher from tacking on bits of ass umption. 

In some cases, where the subject may have been a ret iri ng man 
or woman, or even one who in his lifet ime made enem1.es from being 
outspo ken or throug h jealou sy, 11 i s only too likely that the ver y repo r ts 
whi ch go to make up a biograph y may be tainted by the fact that many of 
the m came fro m those very e nem ies . I'm sure it happens in the case ol 
all biogr aphies . 

My second subie ct for thought comes from "You' re a Brick , 
Angela " which is fast becoming famous and . 1 hope , a best-selle r . The 
author s say: "Th es e Amalgama ted Press papers wer e es pecia lly popular 
with gir ls from JX)Orer homes because they were mexpens ive, c rammed 
with sma ll ~print ston es and att ract ively ill ustra ted." I wonder whe the r 
the re is really any eviden ce to prove tha.1 stafement, or whether the 
write rs are ass uming somethi ng and stating it as a fac1. 

A LADY OUT OF LIZZIE 

When I was small my fa the r use d 10 bnn g me home Lot-0-Fun on 
Saturday mornin gs. bought from the market at a penny a bundle oi three 
or s omething of the so rt, and then would s it and roar with laughter a1 the 
adve nture s of Dreamy Daniel . I reme mber when l used to have the 
Butterfly and Merry & Bright regular ly. Not only did the comic s of those 
days present del ici ous co mic pictures . They a lso contained storie s 
which wer e by no mean s badly written ~ for mstance, unless my memory 
is playing tri cks , there were Cheerfu l Charlie Brown, Jolly Jack Johnson , 
Bluebell and her magic gloves, and Val Fox and his pets. 

But , in those days, comics we re never quite respectab le , though 
we loved the m dear ly. I would never have taken one to schoo l , and J 
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think it likely that, when I bought "Fu nny Wonder ", 1 would fold it up and 
sli p it into my pocket before leavin g the shop, 

We have , of course, publi she d some magnificen t articles on 
c omics and reprodu ced any amount of their covers in the thirty years 
of C . D., even thou gh the papers , espe ci a lly the larger- sheeted ones , 
had not worn 100 well someumes , ow,ng to their bei ng handl ed by ver y 
young chi ld ren who dt st roy ed a s the y went , Who would have thought 
tha t the day would com~ when lm le heaps of old comics would be on 
offe r wll b n the ha llowed walls of Sotheby's, with prosp<>rous gentlemen 
flourishing the: r chequebook s in the hope of acquulng a few dozen old 
copies o f F irefly or Tiger Ti m' s Wee kly? Or that com ic s would have 
1hei r own Conveno on ar one of London' s luxury hotels? 

When I wa s a youngste r •he r e was a song "Henry' s Made a Lady 
Out of Lizz ie". re ferri ng to the deve lopment of the Ford car from •he 
day~ when it star red rn Keystone Comedles .. 

Now s omebody has made a Lad y our of Comic Lue . Funny 
Wonde r , and Kmema Co,mc , Mee, Lady Beatrix lluttercup and Dame 
Kc1 hole Kare not to me nuon Lord Tom , the Tic ke t of Leave Man , and 
Su Pon land B,11. They have come ,nto then own at last. 

LOOKING I\HEAD 

T he s,· day s Jt 1s ove r -pr es umptu ous to took ahead ve r y far, but , 
a s a ll ou r regular r eader s know , Collec tor s ' Diges t will be 30 yea r s 
o ld , ce lebra ti ng ,cs Pearl Jubdee, next November , while , come 
December , we s ha ll reac h the Pearl Jubilee ed iti on of the An nua l , We 
hope to prese nt a special double number of S. P. C . D., to mark the 
occas ion~ 

We invite our reade rs to se nd along laera ry comn burions for 
the&e ,gpec1al issues, reminding them at the same t ime chat short 
a ru e Jes are a boon and a bless mg while there 1s always a ce rtain worry 
and diff ic ulty .n the pr et.enta1 •on of very long ones. Al ready we have a 
numb£r of firs 1-cla "'s nems m hand for these editi ons. 

TA l LP!ECE 

When I wa s a lad , my girl -friends wer e hooked on that famous 
sc hool- s to ry writer , Angela Braz il. They always ta lked of her as 
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though she was re late d to the delic ious nut, and, down the yea rs, when­
eve r l thought or spoke of her , l always pronounded her name nut-wi se . 
It was quite a surp rise, when I saw those charming and tale nted ladies , 
Mrs. Cado gan and Miss Cra ig, on televisi on recen t ly, to hear Angela's 
surname pronounced "Brazzle". It won't be easy for me to get out of 
the hab it of thinkin g of Angela as a ta sty piece , 

THE EDITOR 

APRIL 1926 

Donny's DiorJ 
Thrngs look very, very ominous rn the Boys' Friend . lam afraid 

that "Th e End" has been wri tt en on Rookwood in that lovely paper. 
Of cour se, it really has not happened suddenly . For qi:ite a 

while change has been in the air , and, so far as 1 am concer ned, it 1s 

not a change for the better . 
The se r ies about Lovell as junior captain has gone on and been 

completed . The first tale of the month was "Friend s Again" . Lovell 
goes back to join the fi stica l Four in this story the rif t 1s healed, 
though Lovell is stil l Junior captai n. But in the next story, "Lovell 
Plays Up", he resigns from the ca ptatn cy and Jimmy Silver is back in his 
old place as skipper . 

The third tale was "Money Talks" in which Tubby Muffin becomes 
popular when he is sen t a cheque for £50 by his uncle Montagu. But it 
is sent only to let Tubby keep his end up. On no account is it to be 
presented, as there are no funds to meet it in the bank. Mildly funny. 
Next , "Tubby the Protector" , in which Tubby, by a clever piece of 
though t tha t was a bi t uncharac teris t ic of him, c lear ed Jimmy Silver of 
the charge of insulti ng Mr. Dalton . 

And that I think , very sad ly, is the end. One point is that Mr . 
Wakefield, the usual artist, has not done an y of the Rookwood pictu res 
this month. I don' t know who the new artist is, but he doesn't seem 
right. And in a full-page advertisement the editor announces chat from 
next wee k the Boys' Friend will meet the presen t -day tastes and needs of 
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the boys of the Brit ish Empire. Ther e will be six enti r e ly new stories . 
And there is no men tion of Rookwood being among the six . It ma kes you 
feel awful. 

It has been a very wet and unusua lly co ld month for Apri l. But 
there is some good news from the Royal Fa mil y. The Duke and Duchess 
of Yor k have a baby daughter who i s to be named Elizabe th Alexandra 
Mary , 

Cha nge seems to be in the air , too, for the Nelson Lee Library, 
but in this case it is not omino us. At leas t , we hope not. 

The series has continued and co ncl uded conce rning Horac e 
Steve ns , the br ill ia nt schoo lboy acto r . His father , befor e he d ied wrote 
a play . but that play wa s actually stolen by the villain, Roger Barton. 
The first s tory of the month . ca lled "The Stolen Play" contains an 
e laborate F irs t of Apr il joke on Handforth . He receives a letter from a 
firm of solicito r s to say he has been bequea thed half a million pounds by 
a distan t uncl e . !·Jandy goes to get some of the money , wi t h his friends, 
and 1 hey mee1 a pr etty young lady re cepti onist and the n a lawyer . But 
Handy has to wait for hi.s money - "we legal people make a practice of 
pro longmg the se prelim inaries to the last mi nute." However , the 
lawyer w1lh ngly rtngs up the new Dominion Theatre in London to book .u 
at £700 a week, so chat Steven s ' father' s play can be pre se nted . How­
ever, when Handy gets to tbe Dominio n, they know nothing about t he 
booking - a nd the lawyer turns out to be Nipper in disgu ise while the 
pretty secretary removes her bobbed ha ir a nd her eyelashes a nd turns 
out to be none ot her but Reggie Pitt . 

Roger Bar ton 's play is to open at the Emperor Theatre , a nd 
many St . Fran k 's fellows are the r e to see it. It gets great applause 
but it is the play whi ch wa s sto len by Barton from Stevens . 

The last three tales of t he mont h were "Handy Behind the Scenes" . 
''Sr. Prank's In Court" (there is a legal actio n over the owner s hip of the 
play), and "Mandy's Round -Up" in whic h Roger Barton gets his punish­
ment at las t . part ly owing to Handforth but ma inly owing to the act ivity 
of Nelson Lee , the great detec tive. 

And , sta rting from next week, the Nelson Lee Library is to be 
permanen t ly e nlarged , with more of eve rything. 

The new issue of the Monste r Libr ary is entit led "Expe lled: " 
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h cos ts one shi ll ing. It is , of cour se, by E. S. Brooks. 
The cloc ks went forward to give us Summer Time on 18th Apr il · 

and it always see ms co ld for the first day or rwo a fter that . 
Two exce llent stones in the Schoolboys' O.Vn Library th is month, 

They ar e "The Invasion of Greyfriar s" in which the Cliff House gir ls have 
to go to li ve and ta ke lessons a1 Grey fria rs . as there 1s something amiss 
with the nature or the soi l on which Cliff HouSt' is bU1lt, and "Sacked" 
whic h is a serious St . Jim's tale marnly about Gore . I liked them both a 
Im. 

In the Cup Fmal, which was played at Wembley Stadium , llnlton 
Wanderers beat Manchester City 

The Pedr illo senes cont inued in the Magnet. ln ''The CtrLus 
S" hoolboy' ', Harr y Whanon and hJ~ rnencb are pllZLlc-d 35-to wh} the nch 
Sir James Hobso;i 1s on fam ihar ter ms wn h Senor Zorr o, the owner of 
Zorro '.:, Ci rcus . "R1ghtrng a Wrong" was 'he bnal rate rn this series , 
Due to Harry Wharton 's interventton , Pednllo ftnds out that he 1 :, Hobso n·~ 
.;ousrn . And Pednllo was kept out of the way rn the o rcu~ so that 
Hobson 's father could use Pedrillo 's mom•y. As Whari on said, " Hobby's 
paper must be a pretty hard case" , but f\:drillo stays on at Greyt r ·ar s and 
he and Hobson become grea , pals. A nice lm le ser •es 1hough thP 
se parate stones are a bJt on the s hort side , 

Next came " The Temptau on of Peter Hazeldene" . The wrnner o: 
the Wtlmll -~nell sch olarship gets £50, and Hazeldelll' ,s tempted to 1ake 
a short cut to wrn the money. Last tale of the month was an 
exceptionally good one, "T he Raggrng of Mossoo" . in which Whart on , •• 
fa lsel y ac cused or leadi ng a rag agams t the French master - aod so JOins 
rn the rag with a vengeance. This one ~arnes on next month. 

At presen t , there is quite a big programme in the Magnet, apan 
from the schoo l st ory - wtule most of us buy the Magnet for the school 
sto ry. 

Mum and I went to the pictur es and saw Alma Rubens and Lou 
Te llegen in "Eas t Lynne" · a lovely sad ta le which Mum liked and so did 
I. Also a t the pic ture s 1h1s month we have seen Laura La Plante •n 
"The Teaser", Tom Mix in "The Ever lasting Whis per ", Victor McLaglen 
and George O'Brien in "Once to Every Man" , and Belly Blythe in "She", 
The last one was a good adventure tale aod very mysterious . 
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First of the month in the Gem was "April Foo ls All" which was 
meant to be very funny . "Trimble the Trickster" was a lot better. 
Knox boxes Tr imble's ear • and Trim ble goes deaf. I r ea lly enjoyed 
this one. "His Honour at Stake" told how Racke & Co . plotted against 
Grimes, the grocer's boy . Last or the month was "Trimble's Cup Final 
Party " in whic h Trimble opened Gussy's letter from home - and found 
seven tic kets for Wembley. 

There is a new serial in the Gem entitled "The Scarle t Streak". 
l' m not reading it, of course. buc it is the sto ry of a serial now running 
in the ci nemas, including one of our cinemas near my home . 
( EDITORIAL COMMENT: S. 0, L. No, 25, "The Invasion of Creyfriars" comprised three 
consec utive halfpen ny red Magnet stories of the Spring of 1909. No, 26 "Sacked" com pris ed 

tw o con secut iv e blue Guns also of 1909. These two showed th e S. O. L. at its best, with no 

dr:utic pzuning ncceisa ry in eit her cue.) 

Nel~ort lti Column 
A LETTER FROM ST. FRANK'S by Jim Cook 

1 s uppose it is inevit abl e that boys in one college would have their 
own speci al girl chums in a ne ighbour ing Gir ls' School. Thus it is at 
St. Frank's and the near-by Moor View School for girls . 

Miss Charlotte Bond, the headm istre ss of the Moor View, has a 
Victorian precept about boy and girl fr iendships, and in s pi te of the 
proximity of the two schools the distance does not lend enchantment to 
Miss Bond and her mistre sses. 

But of the thir ty-five girl pupils at Moor View there are eight at 
least who have formed friendshi ps with eight St. Frank's fellows , 

Nipper 's special girl friend is Mary Summers. Her uncle is 
Dr. Beverley Stokes, Housema st er, West House. 

Handforrh and Irene Manners' frien dship will la st forever. 
Reggie Pitt and Doris Berke ley are well mat ched. 
Archie Glemhorne and Marjorie Temple. 
Vivian Travers with Phyllis Palme r. 
Stan ley Waldo and Betty Barlowe. 
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Ra lph Leslie Fullwood' s fnen dsb1p with Winnie Pitt is eterna l. 
Wilham Napoleon Browne and the beautiful nurse Dora Manners . 

Dora is cousi n to Irene Manners , but Dora's c onnection with St. Frank's 
is as School nurse~ 

Cla ude Gore ·Pearce's associatio n with Joan Tarrant has a dubious 
foundati on si nce both use each other for their own ends. &.it I must not 
forget Vera Wilkes, daughter to Mr , and Mrs . Wilkes, of the Anc ient 
llouse at St. Frank's. But the only time Vera has been wort hy of menti on 
was her brie f associalion with K. K. Parkington whose stay at St, 
Fran k' s was only temporary . 1 have always 1hought it strange that a 
daughter of a member of Dr . Stafford' s sta ff at St. Fra nk's would have 
receive d so little limelight . 

But Vera WJlkes was not part icular ly rnterested ma ny of the 
St. F rank' s chap s, 1 was told , She is chummy with lots of them and 
does not seem 10 be pming over Kirby Keeble Parkington. 

I seem to have menuoned most of the gi rl s whose fr !endships 
with the boys at St . Fra nk 's have been re corded . Wait though: there 's 
Joan Tarr ant's gir l c hums . Maud le Royce . Bessi e Grove s and Hilda 
Smith . The se young lad1es are s ometim es to be se en in Gore - Pearce 
& Co. ' s study irom a Study A rnvl[arron, The snnblHsh Gore -Pearce 
makes a virt ue out of neces s ity mvuing these Moor View ghls for Joan 
Tar ran t & Co. have no soc ially d1st1nguished par ents as have mos t of 
the other Moor View gir ls . Claude's a ttempts to act a s a young gent le ­
man to gir ls like lrene Manners & Co. will always fail for lack of 
breed ing . 

l expect to be told off by Tommy Watson tor not menti oning hi s 
s ister, Violet , but like Ethe l Churc h, Agnes Chr is tine . Ena Hand fort h 
(sorry Handy:), :liluriel Ha ll iday, Sylvia Glenn, Molly Stapleton and Annie 
Russell these Moor View gir ls have no specia l chums at St . Fra nk's , 

It ever you wish to visit the Moor View School for Young Lad ies -
phone Bannrngton 112 - you tra vel to Bellton, stroll through the old-world 
village and up Bellton Lane and pass St, Frank' s College until you rea ch 
Danni ngton Moor. On your left is the Moor View School . A road 
beari ng to the right lead s to Edgemoor, 

T he Moor View School has a quaint his tory. It 'bega n' as The 
Mount , a private residence of a Mr. Howard Ridgeway and his wife who 
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took over the house to conti nue his work as a novelist. Later, a Mr. 
Gra hame Tarra nt resided ther e . Two years later, the large house \vas 
rebuilt and today it is The Moor View Schoo l for Young Ladi es. 

The staff is: Miss Char lotte Bond, headmi str ess ; Miss Per ry 
and Miss Broome, undermistresses. Mrs. Tracey , housekeeper. I feel 
s ure there are some members of the school to look after the des tinje s 
of the thirty-five gir ls sadly missing from my knowledge. but informat ion 
on this poi nt is diffi cul t to obtain from the very stric t Miss Bond. 

You may wonder why I have, so far, omitted to ment ion another 
Moor View girl, Tessa Love. Her specia l St. Frank's juni or is 
Johnny Onions it would seem ; but ther e is al so Albert (Bert ie) Onions, 
brother to Johnny, and Tessa's friends hip to both stems from their 
c ircus days before they came to our notice. 

So the association of these three young people rea lly deserves a 
much longer account that would justify a thumb-nail ske tch as 1 have 
given the others. 

bLAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

Two widely different aspects of story writing ar e tou ched upon in 
this month's Blakiana, althou gh both are inclined to be hum ourous . 1 
ca n only say tha t both subjec ts are of great interest to me. so I will 
trus t they will also be of interest to our many Sexton Blake fans . I 
myse lf was br ought up on the s ilent Cowboy and Indians films and I still 
love them . Don't have e nough good ones on TV these da ys. The '"Big 
Bugs " up at the TV Centres think we are a bit moroni c and think they 
know what's bes t for us to see. Even the cur r ent Ellery Queen "Who­
dunmt" on Tuesday' s i s rather childi sh. In fact Elle ry has not received 
any becter tr€'atment at the hands of the TV Moguls than our own Sexton 
Blake. 

SEXTON BLAKE A~'D THE SUPERNATURAL by Don Harkness 

Being a hard·heade d . r ealist ic man wit h a highly tra ined 
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soentJfic. mind, !T Is. safe to assume that Sexton Blake did not believe in 
ghos t s . Perhaps this is the reason that the chronicler s of the great 
Baker Street detec tive's adventures avoided writing stories deali ng with 
thr supe r natural. A1 least four stories which come to mind, deal with 
1his theme . but alwa ys with a perfectly logica l down-to- ear th exp lanation , 
r refer to "The Myste ry o[ the Siping Vampire " (U. J. 1314), "T he Case 
of the Ghost Ship" (U.J. 1319), the "Case of the Bradford Dragon" (U.J. 
1333) and "The Ghost Moblle" (U.J. 1467), 

Readers who picked up J. W. llobin's "Siprng Vampire" in 1929 
expecting an eerie Dracula tyi:;e story wer e doomed to disappointme nt . 
There was no counterpart of Count Dracula capable of cha nging himse lf 
into a bat or li ving by day in an earth-filled coffin and see king his gory 
s ustenance at night. Bram Stoker gave us a rea l vampire, compared 
with Uaion Jack's vampire which was merely a deranged (mentally) docto r 
who roamed the countryside perpe tuat ing the myth of a vamp ire until 
Sexton Blake came on the scene and proceeded very smartly to clear up 
the matter. 

Gilbert Cheste r who wrote "The Ghost Ship'· reve a led that the ship 
in fac t was a very real vessel e ngaged in gun-running. However , in 
"The Case or the Bradford Dragon" , author Gwyn Evans played a li tt le 
more fairly with his readers . The dragon was, in reality , a fifteen foot 
dragon lizard whic h had been brought back from the Dutch Eas t Indies . 
A touch of horror was also included for good measure but was, 
unfort unate ly, never [allo wed up, [or after the following des c r iptio n was 
not mentio ned again. " He cared now no longer if the world knew of the 
horror that he kept hooded in the lower room of the tower, that ghastly 
hal! -human freak that he had tried to cure by graft ing on to tt the gland 
o[ an ape , and of his dreadful failure . " The hooded horror wasn't eve n 
referred to when Blake was summing up the case for Tinker's benef it at 
the end of the story . Gwyn Evans was also res ponsible for writi ng "The 
Ghost Mobile" in which he prov ided an ingenious but logical explanat ion 
for the vehicle concerned. 

It is interesting to contemplate how Sexton Blake would have coped 
with a real ghost in a suitably spooky tale , 

Perhaps the story, laid in the mid-twe nt;es , would have taken 
place at Maudaunt Castle bui.lt on the edge o[ the Bradshire moor s 
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co mplete with moa t and dra wbr idge . On a da rk and stor my night Blake 
and Tin ker are ca ll ed in to discove r the cause of the eerie happening.5 
whi ch are terrifying the owner, Sir Humphrey Lambert . Blake is 
frankly puzzled and Tinker so mewhat nervou s of the indis t inc t white 
figure which appears at freq uent intervals and passes through solid sto ne 
wall s and heavy oak door s . Finally Blake discover s a secr et panel in 
the old library an d behind it the ske leton of a man with his skull cru she d 
in . Fr om ro tt ing clothing a nd old papers Bla ke di sco ve rs it is the real 
Sir Humphrey while the other man is a co usin , Perciv al Lambert, who 
had co mmitted the murder in order to ga in the inheritance and the 
sn obbi s hly sought after knighthood. Just before he died the rea l Sir 
Humphr ey swo re that he would haunt his killer as Jong as that kille r 
lived and proceeded to do just tha t. The constant appea ran ces of the 
ap par it ion wea kened the fal se kmg ht 's heart and the fina l appearance of 
the spectre pointing an acc using f inger proves too much and the 
mu rde r er dies of a terrible hear t seizure. At the end of the story 
T inker gasps "But guv'nor wha t does it all mean?" " It means" rep lies 
Blake, "we have been dealing with a real ghos t." 

(As one who ferven tly believe s in ghosts 1 feel s ur e that Blake would 
have known how to br ing peace to a tr oubled s piri t. J.P.) 

SEXTON BLAKE GOES WEST by Raymond Cure 

You eithe r li ke stor ies of the Wild West or you do not. Zane 
Grey liked them. He liked them so much he took to wr iting them, the 
general public li ked them too. 1 am not a cowboy tale fan. If I do 
enjoy one it must be a Zane Grey, none to beat him , (Riders of the 
Purpl e Sage was the mos t we ll · known. especially after it had been made 
into a f:lm .) My love for co wboy fi lm s too died out wi th Tom Mix. 
Not even the co lour ed TV producti ons can revive it. So what am l 
doing r~ading "The Advent ur e of the Apache Chief ' and "The Sco urge 
of No ·ma n' s Land"? These stor ies appeared in the Union Jac k Nos . 
l 302 and 1304 m Septembe r and Octobe r or the year 1928 . 

0f cours e , if Sexton Blake will ge t himse lf involved with the 
cowboy a:,d Indian tratern1ty, I have to go along with i t, like it or not. 

A::thur Parerson was the author of these two st ories and he 
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rntroduc<~s u::= ro Mogoll on, a crook of Apache ancestr y, as well as being 
leade r nl a present day gang of Apache,, he al so has thP controlling 
power of a sco re of huge Chicago enrerp rises. By the way when I say 
"pre sent day " I r efe r to the year 1928. Take a look at them through the 
eyes nf the art ist , A right motley c rew they look too, With a back­
ground of wigwams and a foreg round consist ing of a blaz ing open fire , 
about 20 Apaches are squatt ing arou nd. A very co lourfu l cover d rawing, 
Some of these Lndians were in full Indian dress, some with only a two· 
feathered headress. loo king rather like a half-p lucked chicken , some in 
old Trilby hats, and "odds boddikins" one in a bowler hat , This 
dra wing is on the first and secon d inside pages of U.J. 1302. I won' t 
des cr ibe the ir faces. they may frighten you, Sexton Blake is sta nding 
in the midst of this motly crowd pointing to a mark on his arm , an old 
" Blood -brother mark" no doubt. I get the impres s ion that some of thes e 
boys a re of a sim ilar type to the Union men who go again st the advic e of 
their leaders. If s o , the blood-brothe r set -up isn't going to work for 
Sexton Blake , 

When I tell you that the clo sing sce nes of this tal e find Blake 
fastened to a tortu re stake with the Apache chief raring to get going with 
his knife you will se e what l mean , In fact if it wasn't for Pedro the 
bloodhound , leap ing fr om the shadows to fasten hi s teeth in the arore said 
Apache's throa t and knock ing him to the gro und things would have been 
nasty for Sexton Blake. blood- brother or no blood -brot her. Perso na lly 
I never went for that kind of thing, people change their mmds so, even 
Apache Indians:: 

Now for a pee p behind the scenes of story No, 2 , "The Scourge 
of No-man's Land" , Actually it has a Wild West Oavour of a more 
natural kind. By that I mean you are rea lly "Way out West". What 
can be wilde r than Sexton Blake (clad in Tom Mix's cas t -offs ) engaged in 
c ra cking a vill ain over the head with a whiskey bottle or Tinker . like­
wis e cl ad in cowboy gear. a stride a horse jogging a long with a pack­
horse behi nd loaded with the usual cooking pan s, probably to warm up 
the co ffee and beans. Yippee :: : 

Notices nailed to trees and whatnot call for hanging for robbers 
and mu rderers (not. a bad idea). lot s of ga lloping horses and crac king 
gums bri ng up the re a r, Grea t stuff for Wild West tan s , !hough 



personally I don't see Blake as a subsllt ute for Tom Mix. 

ER RAND BOY'S SHERL OCK HOLMES 

Poge 15 

The Arthur Barker firm can be congratu lated on a bright utl e 
(to be publi shed m April) to be called SEXTON BLAKE'S EARL Y 
CASES (i.:J. 75). Not for nothing wa s Sext on Blak e calle d tM errand 
bOys' Sht>r lock Holmes . Many a Holmes fan c ut his young IP.Uh on a 
wee kly ca lled UNION JACK , publi shed (on dreadful paper) by the old 
North c liCfe-owned Amalgamated Pre ss , which cos t one old -s tyle penny. 

SEXTON BLAKE'S EARL Y CASES ha s been culled fro m 
UNION JACK and let no-one call tha t a 'penny dr eadful'. Nort hcli ffe , 
early on his career , set out to kill them , and s ucc eeded. Dor othy 
Sayers once saJd that Sexton Blake's adventure s were the neares l thrng 
to a national folk - lore we had, Overs ta ting the ca se , per hap s , but 
S . 8. was t rans lated !nto most language s, includ ing Hindi and Afrikaan s. 
Over -;;-.;-undred di ffer ent hand s wrot e the yarn s and most managed to 
kee p his charac ter the same. Like Holmes, Blake see med to be a 
bachelo r , empl oyed an ass ista nt called Tinker who , with thr· bloodhound 
~dro , beca me near ly as famou s a s his hawk ·eyed boss . 

His fir st ass.s tant was a Chm ese ca lled We-wee (dro pped 
quic kly) and the sec ond was an orp han boy ca lled Gr i ff. Tinker arrived 
on rhe sc ene in 1904 and was s till ther e when I gave up reading the U. J. 
when my voice bro ke. By then , I'd met them all - the great villa ins: 
George Mar sden Plummer, Leon Kes trel, Waldo the Wonder Man, 
Ze ni th the Albi no - the lot. Nice to meet some of them agai n. 

Er ic His cock, T HE BOOKSELLER (17. 1. 76) 

(Send by Brian Doyle) 

2 ; ; S : : ; : : : : s : ; ; S ; ; ; : : ; : : ; ; ~ : 

Whards No. 1 to 142 , year 1970 to 1972 , ..:omplete run, mi nt co ndition. Offers. 
S.O. L's 134 co piu, Cre1ft1.1", Sl . Jim 's, Rookwood , ?Sp e.adi. St. Fnnk '1 70p u 1t.b. 
0.h cn b, h ,rn).: Ric h.uds 65':" eac h, Gems from 435 to 76"' · 76 co pies, 6Sp u. ~h, 
Ggms fr, . .,, 90 t " 122 6 '\(llj "")pies 6Sp c a...:h. 

~ 
SS ST ANWEU . ROAD. ASHFORD, M!DDX. 
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LET 'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No, l 0 6. ' rH E END OF THE SIL VER TRAIL 

F1fty yea r:, a~o. as Danny reminds us !n his Diary th!s month , 
th<o Rookwood ; to n e , ,,ame co a close m the Boys ' Fr iend, They had 
been runnm~ ior e tevt::n yea· s , and there can be no doubt of their 
popular ity, not only then, but r ight down to the pre eem time, 

I have , of cours e. dj3cussed the matter before, but one could not 
le t this anniver sa ry poss w11hout ret urning to the subjec t briefly, 

There are different views as to whether Rookwood ended on 
account of an edi torial dCciblOn or whether Owen Colljuest decided that 
enought was enough, My personal view, as I have said before, is that 
it was an editori al decis ion, I do not belleve that Hamilton himself 
would have deliber a tely cut off a source of a good income. I see no 
reason why he shou ld have done, and I don't believe that he would have 
done. 

For at lea st six months , there bad been very mar ked sig ns of 
change in the old green pa per . T he prese ntat ion was different. The 
type of story offered was differe nt . 1be four -column lay-out repla ced 
the five- column one, and from that moment one sensed that change was 
in the air. Whether It was change for the sake of change, or whether 
the ci rc ulatlon was caus ing uneasiness so a change was rega rde d as 
essenti a l we do not know. &it with the end of Apr il 1926, all the old 
series had gone, and now the Boys' Friend was to adopt an entirely new 
programme which would make it "the grea test paper in the world". The 
new Boys ' Fr ie nd wa s to las t for 20 months after Rookwood departed. 
A sad anti -cli max. 

As we mentioned last month, Wakefield, who had illus tr ated 
Rookwood in the Boye' Fri end for about 8 year s , depart ed from that 
paper at the end of March. Rookwood lasted another 4 weeks , 11luatrate d 
by an unknown artis t. 

The ser ies 1n which Lovell fe ll out with his close st fr iend$ and 
became junior capta in wae wound up abruptly, to be followed by a couple 
of si ngle tales featur ing Tubby Muffm - a couple of tales whict. may have 
been kept for eme r gency in the editorial office. 

And , as I have previously commenced , Rookwood was neve!' 
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ment ioned again m the page s of the Boys ' Frie nd, Jt was r1,ma r kable 
that a Bene s which had run for e leven years ~hould disappea 1 w1"hou~ 
trace from the paper. Su1·e ty som~ rE:ade1·s must have wnt ten :n ro 
the editor and a s ked: "What about s ome more Rookwood.,.. !Jut i i an y 
reader actually wrote in tha t way , the ed!tor never referre'1 to u . 

Hamilton wrot e very litt le more about Rookwood at all, And 
nothing that wa:, memorable . Rookwood, of course, went .:.nto the Gem 
for a time, later on, in se rials and complete tales, bur they w':!re 
m:>S:ly by s ome substi tu te writer. 

After the war the r e was the book length s tory "The Rival s of 
Rookwood" which was competent and read able, without ha ving any 
quality whic h caused it to r emain in the memo ry . And in the post-war 
Annuals, not to mention one or two monster books put out to caa h in on 
the Christma s tr ade , there wer e a few litt le pot -boile r s on Rookwood 
which never regis tered. 

The later day s of Rookwood in the Boys' Friend we re r ather marr ed 
with too much Lovell_ He was star red co nstant ly, but, like Coker, 
though one loved him, he be cam e a bore in over - lar ge doses . 

Not so very many years earli e r , there had been that curious 
hiatus in the Rookwood saga when the Fistica l Four were tran sferred to 
a ranch in rhe Wild West In a series of fi rst c la ss tal es which la sted for 
the bes t par t of a year. The four eve ntually re tur ned , and the sag a 
was resu med, tho ugh I thought tha t Rookwood was never quite the same 
again . 

In the post Wild West per iod , there were two thoroughly good and 
memorable seri es, origina l in plot at that time. They were the 
delightful se t when Mr. Gree ley be ca me Head of his own sc hool , and 
the charm ing summer ser ies conce rning the pay ing gue s ts on Captain 
Muffin 's floau ng boarding-hou se. The latter was shghtly marred with 
too much Lovell . 

Som ehow it was a curio us e rro r of judgment on the pa.rt of 
Ham ilton tha t he set about groom ing Lovell to be the s tar comedian m 
the same way th•t he made the mi s take of ove r playrng a comi c Gus sy rn 
the latt er-day St. Jim' s , Pro ba bly lie was se eking anoth er kind of star 
a fter the manne r of hi s pr ime creatio n, Billy Bunte r . 

So Rookwood ended in the Boys ' Friend, and to all inten t s and 



purposes 11 was the end of the saga , l)J1 Rookwood was re-hving its 
)Jfp in t he Popular , and it could be that it was even more successf ul in 
rhat (ormctt where no pruning wa s ever necess ary. And a few more 
years t"u11her on, whe n the Rookwood tales ran to their end 1n the Popular , 
rhat glonous old papt:r met its end at the same ttmP. 

One of the mos t sau sfauory aspe cts of the Rookwood s tory in 
1he Boys' 17riend, whi.:h is the only part of Rookwood which matte rs, is 
1ha1 the substitu te wr. 1ers had but few frngers in the pie . Something like 
a doze n of the Boys ' Friend Rookwood tale s were by the subs. All the 
res t "'·ame rn a compt•.ent and usually memora ble stream from the 
cr eator of the sc hool , 
(EDITORlAl COMMENT. Leng-st anding rud rrs o r Colleaonc 1 Digest o-lw h2ve the entite 
Rook .... -ood uig.1 in the: Boys' Frie.nd c.ovt ~d c ritically .1nd by tith in D:.uiny's Dhry, It occws 
to mt th.1t rlenty of our re .1den: might find It interutlng and useful to have Danny's survey of 
Rookwood, whh di bis .::c.mn,e.nt:s on every Rookw:x>d story, gathtrtd toget her .1nd publishtd 
ia book.ltt~f ,rm, tog ether , per+iap;, witb some of our Iudiog ardcla on Rookwood, If you 
like the idu, drop me 1. line, .and •e will t')' to get it out in the Autumn, ) 

SCCYIT AND HAMILTON 

EDWARD SABI!\ wntes: In the February "C. D." Roger jenkrns sta ted 
chat Charles Hamilton had only a contempt for Scott' s chara cte rs. 

In the March iss ue of "C.O." , Wm. Thurbon says, "I wish Roger 
would e laborate on this " . 

Well Sir, 1 would like to put a point of view about this, Has 
Roger forgotte n that in 1908 the young Mr. Hamllto n , (he would I thi nk, 
have been 32 then) not only adopted the first name of Scott's Frank 
Osba ld is tone , but insis ted in using it for the rest of his life (about 53 
years). 

It ls s till the name by which we know him in 1976: 
Not much con,e mpt there Roger: Again , we are told in "The 

Wor ld of Fra nk Richards", that when only II year s old , tl" could recite 
by heart, the whole of Scott 's " lay of the Last Minsrrd", A fanta stic 
feat that , ,ons 1der mg the length of that poem. Only a ~rea t lovt and 
regard for a grea t author the1e. 

There were In Scott'5 " Rob Roy", eight 0..bald ,_,~one's Jn all . 
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T he Father , his s ix som,. and Frank his nephew. One can see traces 
of a younger Fra nk in Harry Wharto n , who was rht best o f the bunch 
a nd the hero of the novel. Rash!eig h , the youngest son, was not only a 
ca d , but a real r ight cad a t that . Evidently a gr own-u p Ponso nby here : 

Su Walter put out a conside rable amount of material in his 
wrjt ing life . 

Nowhere near Char les Hamil ton's of course, but then Mr. 
Hamil ton' s writing life was abOut thirty years longer than Scott's who 
died at the comparat ively early age of sixty-one, 

One ca n write quite a lot of stuff in th irty yea rs: 
The most interes ting fac t about Scott, is that all his work was 

done wJth quill pens . No Remington ' s m the days he wrot e " Rob Roy", 
(18 17) , Or eve n steel rubs : He must have used thousa nds m his 
wr iti ng life . 

ROGER JENKINS writes: W. ThurbOn's r eq ues t for me to st a te my 
sources for the s tat emen t that Cha rl es Hamilton des pised Scott's 
characters cause d me some long research , but I have tra ced the 
authori ty back to Char les Ham i lton 's first Horizon lette r. There he 
liste d wn ters who cou ld make characters live (Shakespeare and Dickens ) 
and rathe r contemptuously dismis sed Scott's charac ters as "Historical 
suit s of clothes wlth names atta ched". I thi nk that the Flo r eat 
Greyfri ar s LP re fe rr ed to his learni ng one of Scott's poems by heart 
before he knew any better: 

Never the less , he did at one point refer to Scott 's ge nius . If 
poetry and characterisation are excluded, only plot cons tr uction is left 
as a major item . Scott was rather addic ted to the mis si ng heir theme , 
and 1 suppose that th is is what Charles Hamilton admired, as he used 
this de vice so often . The str ange thi ng is that he parod ied this theme 
1n Magnet 814, j usr before the two se rjes abo ut Mick, who turned out ro 
be Angel's broth er who had bee n kidna pped by gipsies . 

~ Approx. 200 Boy Frie nds all with Rookw ood stories in wi th polythene dust Jac kets, 
[ 150 .'.'II be.rt oHe r. M3gner No. J 32 WANTED , (6 offer ed and Gem I 569 ; £3 offer e d. 

H, FRANKLIN 
83 UFFINGTON AV ENUE, HARTSHOLME ESTATE, LINCOLN. 
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OUR CLASSIC SERIAL. 

MISSING : 

Study No. 6 was quiet - very quiet 

a nd a shade of g loom hung ,,ver it. T he 

faces of the thre e chwm were long aDd 

dismal. 

They had chipped D'Arcy freely 

enough when he wu with. them. His eye­
glass, his drawl , and bis lisp, hls patent ­
luther shoes and fancy wairtc~ts had 

formed inex h austible topics for their joke.s. 

But now th at he wu gone all his l ittle 

wea knesses were forgotten . They 

remembered only th at he wa! a t rue chum, 

:1nd th at he was mi$sing. 
"Poor old Gussy! " said Blake, Blake 

was sitting on the t able, He badci't 

touch ed his prepu ati.:>n; be was In no 

mood for work . 11)'d give my new cricket ­
bat to have him bad here safe and sound. 

He's a jo lly good sort." 
"So he b," agreed Herriea:, "If that 

brute B.uengro does him any damage, 

we 111 ma.ke him smart for it somehow . " 

"l suppc,se the re's DO doubt &rugro's 
go< Mm7" obcerved Digby. 

"None at all, Bare.ngro had a motive , 

and he was in the wood at t he time, " 

"But his mot i ve? He might have 
laid Into Gussy with Ms cudgel, but 

kidnapping him iJ anothe r matter, 11 

"Everybody know1 th.it 0 1Arcy'1 

people are rich , He ~ould have given 

th•t bru t e a sove reig11 ir I ha dn 't rtopped 
him, Prec:loos f ew Lower Form kids have 

sovereigns to give aw ay . Tha t may hav, 

put the idea into B.lrengro' s mind." 

"Bul if Barengro wan t.s money for 

rel easing him , he'll have to write to the 

Joc t or," 
110f CoUtse," 

"WeH, he ham' t done so, 11 

"How do you know? The doctor 
would send the lettet to old Skeet, but he 
wouldn't be Jikely to uke iu into his 

confidence . " 
111 suppose oot, u said Digby, after 

some re:flection, "He may have had a 

meisage from the gipsy, and said oot.hing 
.1bout it, .. 

11lt's as plain u a pikestaff, Mr. 

Kidd anno unced to-day that 0' Arey w as 

safe, and would return later. Somethi ng 
must have been heard, U It wasn't a 

mesnge from Barengro , I' ll eat my bat." 
0 1 think you 're abo ut right, Blake, " 

said H,rries . "But what can we do?" 
"U we want D'Arcy found , we've 

got to find him , " said Blake, "We are the 

chaps who can do it. Masten and seniors 

are all very we ll in their way, but when It 
com~ to a diffic ult job it requ iru thr ee 
chaps about our she," 

Herri~ aod Digby nodded assen(. 

"Barengro's got him, and ls holding 

him to ransom, " cont inued Blake. "We' r e 

going to nip his game in the bud by 

rescuing D' Arcy." 

"&t how are we going t o do it ?" 

"That's a mere d,ta il , 11 rep lied Blake 

loftily, "Barengro shGvt-d D'lucy into th e 
!h.ickest part -:I the we-~ , where we found 

thos e tracks. Of co urse, that was to hide 

t ill after dnk. The questl o~ ~. where ? 
Now, although he didn' t Iea ... e the wood 

irntil aft e r dark, ! fancy he'd have found it 



hard M march D'A 1cy off very far without 

th P. poor kid being abl e t o gel :away OI caU 

to so mebody or other for help. ln oth er 
words, he had a hiding-pl ace for Gussy not 

so very far .iway. Gues s where it ia:?" 

"A hollow tree. perl\aps," suggested 

"Rau:• 1 

"A cave,'' ventured Digby. 

"Rau: , agai n!" 

"Well , out with your id ea, i f you 1re 

so ciever , " said He rries. 

''Well, you know tha t Caule Hill is 
just on the ot her sid e o f the wood, and t hat 

the ru ined castle is t her e, within eu:y 

re:ich," sairi. make. 
11Jolly cold phce this weather~" sa id 

Digby , wi th a shiver. '1But the ruins are 

quite op en, Blake, .and if th e gipsy carnp ed 

t here he 'd be 11een," 

' ' I haven 1t finished ye t. There a re 

vaulu under the o ld cast le, and nobody 

ever goes: into t he m, There may be secret 

passages, for all w e kn<'w. Just the pla c e 

for 83.rengro." 
''There may be something i.n It," 

sai.d Hen'ies tbough1fully. "Anyway, we 
nuy as well go and search the old castle. 
I suppose that ~s your idea ?" 

"That 1s it; only it's out of bounds, 
.1nd the doctor wouldn 't .allo w w to go 

there an d rtsk meet ing the ruffia n. So 
there s no alternati ve but to take French 
Je.ave," 

' 1That means we shall have to go 

.affer li ghts are out,'' 

''Preclseh. Just ,u J did that t ime 
when Fig gy and l stalkf'd Ratcliff there, 

a nd ~nowbal l ed him , '' ui d Blake, grinning 

at the recolle, . t ion , 

"Well , it will be cold work , and 
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risky if the gipsy' s there," sa id Htn'tlt.$• 
''but I don' t mind t~U 1 for one , if we ca n 

do poo r o ld Adol phus any good." 

"Then it 1s settled; but keep it 

da rk ,'' 

Not a ..... ord was sud outs ide Study 

Ne-, 6 1 but they made their prepara t ions , 

and did not forget to .ann themsdves for 

,1 possible fra y. T hru cric ket stumps 

we re sm ugg led int o the dormitory a nd 

hidden in the ir beds ready, The trio 

looked as Innocent as lambs when they 

went up t o bed with the Fourth. Kild a re 

came to see Jights out, and saw nothing 

suspicious. 

The c;,.pta in of St, Jim's w.as looking 

grave, During the aft ernoon he :iind 

Mr, Kidd h.ad paid .a viJ;it to the ruined 

castle, and searched it well . They 

discov ered not hing . They explo red the 

ruins an d t he vault s beneath , 

They had not the le ast suspic ion 
t hat th e same idea had com e to Study 

No. 6, and t hat t he c hums were planning 

.a si milar expedition. 
"Good night'." said Kildare , 

The door or th e dormitory closed. 

Blake aod his chums intended to allow the 
rest er the dorm itory to rau asleep before. 

rising . 
The sc hool cloc k had boomed out 

half ·past ten befo re. silence was unbroken 

io the dormitory. Blake stepped qu ietl y 
out or bed , A whisper roused Herri es aod 

Digb y. It was a cold night , but there 
wa.s no hesitation . The m.atter was serious. 

Th ey dressed quickly . There was a 

c ert a in window in th e School House by 

wb1ch Blake b:iid left the bowe before on 

a ce rt ;un occas ion. T hey crept down ­

stai rs as qui etl y 3S they could, and 
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r~ached the window. 

They had donn ed th eir overco ats, 

a nd the cric ket -stumps were hidden und er 

them . Blake opened the window, and they 

dropp e d Out one by One, Then lt was 

dose d, and l eft unfast e ned. At a well ­

know n spot they cllm bed the ivy, and 

dropped over the wall into the Rylcombe 
Road, 

It was a cold and cl.ark night, The 

wind was sharp, and they muffled them ~ 
selves up against it, 

Dark and gloomy was the wood u 

they entered it. There WaJ no sound save 
the rustling of the trees in the wintry wind. 

Suddenly Blake hal ted. 
"Sto p:" he whlrpered , "Did you. 

hear anything?" 

"Yes," said Dig bttwten his 

ch~tte r ing tedh. " There's somebody In 

the trees. " 
111 heard it, too," murmlU'ed Herries. 

They li 1tuied , Th e keen wind wu 

blowing towatds them, and it bore to th em 

the faint sound of whispering. Tbq, could 

not distinguish the ...aices , but they (elt 

sure on one point - that Barengro wu not 

Ont of the speakers, 

They rtolr. on ti ptoe up th e path. 

Th e whispe ring voices gr ew clurer u t hr.y 

proceeded. 

"You're right, Simms. h looks as 
if th e brute can 't be coming to-ni ght, 11 

Blak e st.:ut ed, and nudged hi s 

com p:i nions . 
11Skt et: 11 he murmured. 

He knew the voice . It was 

lmpector Skeet of Rylcombe who wu 

.1mbushed by the dud oak at the end of the 

fOOtpath, The chums knew nothiug , of 
course, of th e kidnapper's letter to the 

doc to r, or of the plan th inspector had 
baud upon it, 

"&,t we mwt stic k It out, Simm.i," 

went on the whisper, '1U the scou_n.drel 

co mes, we must nab him. He'll find me 

a match for him". 

"He .iin't likely to come at th.is 
time of night, though , sir." 

"I don't know, He might not dare 

t o come in dayllght. Anyway, he made 

the condition that H Dr. Holmes agreed co 

pay the ransom for the boy, he was to 

make the ch alk -ma rk oo the dead tree, 

aod so he must co me some time to see i{ 

it is here." 

"M aybe he guesia we're watching." 

"Not likely. But shut up now." 

Dead silence. Th e whispered words 

had enlightened the chums on many pointl. 

They retreated the way they had come, to 
discuss the matter, 

" lt'1 Skeet and a policeman," said 

Bl2ke, in a low voice. "They are waiting 

for the kidnapper, [( we go pu t, Skeet 

will pouDCe on us , thinking we're the 

kldtiappers. Nobody we:s thU path of a 

night, you koow. " 
11That will be a show-up for w," 

said Hen'les. "Sk eet doesn't like us, and 

he' ll td.l the doctor like a bird. 11 

There was a sudden dist utbaoce in 

the silen ce or the wood. It sounded like a 

ma n falling and crashing through a thicket, 

A dark figure came out of t he trees quite 

near t he boys, and hurried to th e dud oak , 

now deserted by the watchers. A mat c h 

flared out, and the strang er 1:un i edly 

scanne d the riven trunk. Then 2 mutter ed 

oat h wu hu rd u the m.uch rlic kered out. 

&.Lt, in th at moment , the boys hid 
rec ogni sed 8ue ngro, 
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The gipsy lingered on ly a h:w seconds. 

Then he strode awa y swiftly from the spot, 

in t he direction of th e ruined castle on t he 

h ill . Skeet and his companion came 

bl undering bac k through the wood. They 
had caught the glimmer of light as t he 

matc h Oared , 

"Did you see him, Simms? Co llar 

him ! 11 

"He ain't here, sir . 11 

"Wh at do you mean by lett i ng him 

escape? You utter fool:" 

Mr. Skee t w:u angry, and not in a 

mood to be reasonable. He was c ross, 

and his subordina t e re ap ed t he bend it of it . 

HSilly us !' ' murmu red Blake. "He's 

lost the gipsy . a nd he ought t o be 

punished. Ludy I've got my pea shoot er 
with me." 

It was datk but th e sound of t he 

tNpectot's angry voice was a sufficien1 

guide to 10 de.llld)y a muk$ma n as Blak e . 

Mr. Skee t gav..: :;i sudden yelp. 

"What' s tha t ! How dare you, 
Simms;" 

··1 didn 't do anything, sir! " 

ell claim ed the c onst a bl e , in a ma,.emen t . 

"What 's th e ma tte r? " 

"Somethi ng hJt me. Tt felt like · 
like a bullet. Ow, t he re it is ag ai n. 1

' 

The inspec t or c.lapped 2 ha nd t() his 

fat f.ace. A su dden thought O;uhe d into 

his mind . 
11lt's the kido.apper: He1s pelti ng us. 

We 'll have bim yet. 11 

Blake roared with l2ughte r . 

The inspecto r w2s petrifi ed for 2 

moment. T heo he made a rush in the 

dir e ction of the sound . Th e chums bolted 

into th e wood. The c rashing of twigs w.as 

de .arty aud ible to Skeet anrl Simms. 

They cras hed throu gh th e lhicl,cts in pursuit. 

The chums wer e not laughi ng now. lt 

wou ld not be 2 !.aughing matter for the m 

if the y were caught. Bla ke swung hi mseH 

into the !ow bra nc hes of a tree. and Herries 

a nd Dig followed. 

Clinging there in t he da 1kne.u , st ill 

.as m ice , t hey saw Skeet a nd Simm s go 

blundering by . Inspect or Ske et's foot 
c.1ught in;,, root , and he we nt down with 

a thu mp . Simms t umbled over his 

spraw li ng leg s, and , unfortunate ly. his 

knees we re plati:e d in t he i nspector 's ba c k. 

Skeec gave a grunt as the wind was knoc ke d 

out of him. 

' 1T his is where we miu le!" murmur ed 

J~ck Blake, 
The c hu ms dropped f rom the tree . 

In a few mome.nts th ey were in the foot­

path a gain, and speeding on tow ards the 

ruin ed castle . 

(More of th is 70 -year old "cl a ssic" next month) 

~ Gems , Nos. 1585 t o 1598; 1635 to 1640 1 Gre yfri a rs Holida.y An nua4 , particula rl y 

1920, 1929. Monst ers; Stolz , "Som a ti c Developmenl o r Adolescent Boy" ; Boys' School 

Statics by Gunby Hadatb, a ny othe r authors of Sch ool Stories. 

JAMES CALL 

49 ANDERSON AVENUE, AB[ROEEN. 
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810:,R APHY OF A SMALL CINEMA 

No. 25 . VIVA VIL LA - THOOE WERE THE DAYS 

About this t im e a new cbwe was 

incl uded in every film cottrac t. It wu to 

the ef fect that " it is agreed that the tota.l 

lengt h of the programme, of which this 

film forms part, shall not exceed a total 

running time of 31 hours. " It w~ DO secret 
that th is waa: done to cwb the programmes 

bein g put on at t he Troc ade ro, Elephant & 

Castl e, where a show might include t hree 

bis feature films, or two films, sb: or more 

variety acts, and an organ recital, I can 
reca ll two fil ms plus a full~ length touring 

stage rewe, and, on another occasion, two 

films plus a fa ll-length touring pantomime. 

When you went to the Troe , you really bad 

an e vening out. 
There had been many comp h ints, 

in the Kine Weekly, from othe r exhibi t ors, 

who h2d no chance of comp el ing with t he 

Troe and its huge seating ca pacity, 

Probably t he new clause in the co ntract 

cli pped the Troc:'s wings to ,o me extent. 
Our opening big film for the new 

term came from Warner 1s and w:u James 

Cagney and Bette Davis in "Jimmy the 

Gent". I have a feelirig t hat this was the 

one in which he gave his leading lady a 

straig ht left t o the jaw . Then came ooe 

we described u 11The Great 8rit4h Naval 
Film " though I hav e no record of the cast. 

It was .,White Enrign", 2nd it c ame from 
M.G . M., no doubt rel e..tsed as part of their 

rttite rs' quo t a, Next, from Warner 's, 

Barbara Stanwyck and Joel McCrea In 

"Gamblin g Lady" . 1 see that at this t ime 

we were playing many ca rtoons featuring 

a cha rac ter named Bosko. They were In 

Wamer's ••Looney Tuna" stria, 

Then a double- fu ture: programme. 

from Wardour Films came Will Hay in 

"Those Were the Days" (it sounds good but 

I remember nothing of it theugh it wu: our 

first Will Hay picture) plus, from Univenal , 

Joel McCrea, Sally Blane, aad Berton 

Churchill in "Half a Sinner" which I seem 

to rec.i.11 as a tip-topcomedy-dr.tma . 

Then, from M, G, M. , Robert 

Montgome ry and Eliubeth Allen in " The 

Mystery o { Mr. 'X' ". ( Makes one feel 

very blue -Gemmish, though I'm sure it 

w,as nothing about Capta i n Mellish. J Next, 

from Warner' s, came Jean Muir in "As the 

Earth Tums". 

After that, anoth er double-feature 

programme, both from Universal: Lee 

Tracy .i.nd Gloria Stuart in "I'll Tell th e 

Wor ld11 plus Ken Maynard in '' Doomed to 
Die". foll owed by Guy Kibbee. :1nd Gl enda 

Farrell in "The Merry Wives of Reno", 

from Warner 1s. 

Now yet a noc:he r double - fe2ture. show, 
both once .i.gain from Uni ven al , and both, 

probably, renten' quota films: Lyn Harding 
in "Th e Man Who Changed His Name" 

plu, George Walla ce in "A Ticket in 

Ta u s" . 

T hen ca me Marion Oavie.s and Gary 
Coop" r in "Spy 13" 1 which is obviously 

th e film tderred to by our Australian 

reader, Mr. G. S. Swa n, a month or two 

ago. This came from M. G, M, 

Abo lron1 M. G. M. c2me Spencer 

Tracy and Madge Evans in ''The Show-OH" , 

and the following week brought Laurel and 



Hudy with Jimmy Dura.ote In 2 ful l- le ngth 
featwe "Hollywood Party 11, This a)Jo wa, 
from Metro, 

Nut c ame Hal Leroy In "Th e 
o.,,ncing Foo l " from Warner's, followed by, 
from Univenal, Chaa r Morris in "Let's 
T:alk It Over". Then , from Wa rdour, 
Lal i e Fulle r in "The Outcas t ", and th t: 
next wuk anot her from Wudour : Ralph 
Ric hardson b "The Retu,n o f lblldog 
Drummon d", 

The Potfmon Called 
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Then , from Wu-ner, James Cagney 
was bac k with Joan SlondeU in "He Was 
Her Man", and th e following wuk a 
trul y stu.nnl ng , Boy$' Own P2~r 
adventure from M. G. M. : Wall ace Reny 
in "Viva Vlll a ". This was one of the 
Metro gruu of :all tJme . 

The term e.nded with R:amon 
No v.1no 1n "Laugh.:ng Boy'', 
( J\NOTI--IER ,\ RTICLE IN THIS 
SERIES SOON) 

(lnte resr mg He ms from the 
Edit or 's letter · bag) 

PHIL HARRIS (Montreal ). One is at a Joss to de sc ribe the C . D. Annual 
Suchatf~ e · such an en1oyable tnp dOW'n memory with your 
cnnrr ibutor s, Rea lly enioyed the Chr• stmas adventur e of Mr , Buddle , 
Oy a strang e cojncJdence when rhc annual arrive d I l was reading "Gem" 
Double Xmas No. dat ed 17 Nov. 19 17 · No, 510 . which wa s the issue JO 
ques u on in Mr . Buddie's pict ure , Oh. and befor e it slip s my mind 
aga in I lhOught Mr. II , Webb' s cove r for the Dece mbe r Digest really 
oozed t he s plrn of Chri s tma s . Weary Will ie and Tire d T im and that 
huge "pud" , Great s tuf f. What memo r ies 1t rec a lled of a ll thos e 
Christma s numbe r s of " Ch ips" . To both Mr . Webb , and your good 
se l f , a t ip of the jolly old hat • and thank s for the mem ory . 

KEN HUMPHREYS (Not t ingham) : I s uppose every Colle c tor has had , 
or has . 'The Dream'. The Dream consists of disc overi ng a Trea s ure 
T rove . Plies of Magnets, Gems a nd the res t , a ll heaped ,n gloriou s 
prof us ion , A g li tte r ing Cornu copia . resting unhee ded in s ome dusky 
back s t reet s hop. Well, the dream became a reality for me yesterday . 
The shop was not ' back s tr ee t ' by any mean s, but be wa rned. The 
pri ces turn the drea m int o a 01ghtmare. Imagine how l felt a s I glan ced 
in the widow a nd saw an ea r ly Holiday Annual: I walked in and saw the 
unbel.Jevab le d isplay and then hea rd the unbe lie vable pr ice s, I as ked 
for a 1926 Magnet. Price · £2.50. Ah we ll· I' ve unearthed my 
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Treasure Trove . And much good it's done me~ 

J. McMAHON (Tannochside): I am enclo sing a cuttin g from the "Sunday 
Post". As you will see, it announces the demise of" Nosey Parker" and 
·· Nero & Zero". Both these strips have been running as Jong as 1 can 
reme mber (at least 40 years). "Nero & Zero" were in the Wizard from 
1929 till 1939; "Nosey Parker" ran in the Rover for many years, first 
on the back page and then on the front cover, " Des perat e Dan" has 
repla ced them in th.is week's "Post"' . Next week will be "Dennis , the 
Menace" . 

The othe r favourites in the " Post", "Oor Wullie" and "The Broons" 
are sllll runn ing, although they are no longer drawn by Dudley D. 
Watkins, the Thomson paper s' chief ca rtoonist. 

A.G . DAVIDSON (Melbourne): I look forward to my C.D. every month. 
In my opinion "Danny's Diary" 1s the mostest. especially rhe films of 
yesteryear. Danny certai nly is a genius to remember all the film titles 
and s tars . I don't think that he has ever made an error, a lthough 1 
think that he s hould have mentioned Wallace Beery in the cas t of "The 
Lost World ". 

Mrs. W. MORSS (Waltham stow}: ln the friend lies t way poss ible , I 
must di sagree with your s tatement (March CD) rega rding a nauon' s 
'moral tone' in which you say "men don't rea ll y cou nt (or much". 

To say this about men, is as unreah sric as saying about wome n 
that a good country depends mainly on its women, for its high moral tone . 

Of cours e, b<>th sexes count ; and so they should . We all shar e 
in the resul ts of our actions, therefore we all have the respo nsibility for 
soc ial conscience in the first place . Surely Jt is the unreasonableness 
of any society making any one se x responsible for a nauon's moral tone 
that Mary and Patricia are poinun g out when they quote from the Rev. 
John Todd in "'You're a llrick Angela". 

Mrs. f. PACKMAN (East Dulwich): 1 was ra ther hurt by the remar ks 10 

Mr. Doupe' s letter . He admit s that he has bee n tak ing the C. D. for a 
short while, has never contribute d anything in the way of an intere sting 
article and brushe s other people' s efforts off with the pepper pot and the 
marmalade. 11 he thinks so litt le of our combined efforts why does he 



Page 27 

continue to buy the magazine? 

BILL LISTER (Black heath): l see that one cha ppie , who has a letter in 
the postbag of March C. D. , doesn't seem too enthusiastic. So far as 
I am concerned, that 's his lo ss ~ not mine, poor fellow: Keep on 
keepi ng on: 

BENJAMIN G. WHITER (London): At the Gladstone Par k meeting of 
the c lub which took pla ce today, there was an unanimous vote on a 
resolution which expressed complete confide nce in your adm irable 
production of the monthly Colle ctors' Digest and Collectors ' Digest 
Annual. On all sides there was high pra ise for the many yea r s tha t 
you ha ve produced this happ y magazine . Strivi ng to please eve ryone 
must be a gigantic task and in the opinion of the membe:rs presen t you 
do an exceedingly fine labour of love. 

Mrs. MARY CADOGAN (Beckenham): I was extreme ly surprised to 
read Mr , Doupe's lette r in the March C.D. suggestmg that the scope of 
its conte nts sho uld be widened . Sure ly the fact that its 30th anmversary 
is Ioomjng large proves that C. D. continues to give enormous pleasure 
to its varied and loyal readersh .,p4 lt could never have flouris hed for 
s o long 1f it had been less specialized . 

The C. D's appeal re s ts essent ially in its nostalgi c - and cr i tica l · 
assessmen ts of the Hamllton paper s , the Nelson Lee and Sexton Blake . 
Can anyo ne serio usly sugge s t that these are not worthy of the ir own 
monthly magazine? Other periodica ls exist for different purposes -
and good luck to them - but let's keep the C. D. as it is , Tom Porter 
said everything in his spontan eou s tribute last month: without C. D. 'a 
light would go out in all our lives'. l for one look forward to Its warmt h 
each month . 

And incidenta ll y I am s urpri sed that Mr . Doupe can absorb the 
contents of each issue over his break.fast cereal, bacon and toast . l 
consider myself a quick reader, but find there is plenty to chew over, 
or chuckle at, in every edition. Another o f Mr. Doupe's co mment s 
seems stran ge: i.e . that you do not publish critical le tters. I feel you 
have, on several occasions , shown great tolerance in publicizing view s 
which you - and most rea ders - do not share . Also, although Sexton 



Page 28 

Blake, Hamilton and Nelson Lee must remai n the nucleus of the C. D., 
you often publis h in the monthly, and part icularly in the Annual, articles 
abOut other papers . (Why - even the unappeali ng Bessie Bunter got c entre 
page treatment from C. D. las t month , although the girl s ' papers are 
popular only with a minority of readers.) 

Thi s ts p?rhaps a gotX1 OW()ltunity of saying how much we all owe co 
the C. D. Colle ct ors ' Digest JS mor e than a magaz ine: it is a friend ly 
link betwe en us a ll , individuals and club s alike. And what an inc r edi ble 
amount of wor k and fff ort you must put into it - month afte r month after 
monrh ~ 

G. L. DENNINGTON (Whitstable): St . l.;iurence Churc h , Catfor d , 
s urvived the war vir 1 ually unscathed, but 1t could not survive an even 
more des truc1ive instrument of mankiOO; the motor car. It wa5 pulled 
down abou t 10 year~ ago to make way for• large car -park . lt was no 
great arch1tecrura l Joss, unlike the old Town Hall whic h fell vict im to 

anorher sc ourge Qf the age: loLal government bureaucra cy . It was 
pulkd down to make way for new Council offices . Lewisham H1ppodromf 
was ctem olJshed, together with the cmema next door, to make way for a 
par ti c ular ly hide ous sh0p pmg precrnc t. 

R . H. IICRAMAN {Ru1s!i pJ: I was interested to see ,1,,-article t,y Mr . 
Lofts 1n February C. D. in which he stares the interesu ng discove ry that 
C liff ord Owen the aut ho r of the St , John's s~hool stories rn the Aldrne 
Diamond Library was Charles Hamil ton. 

Another name has also been discovered for Charles Hamilton; 
not only " Clifford Owen" but also "Owen Cli fford" . My Diamond 
Libra r y No, 34 advertises on the back cover another story of St. John's 
sc hool by Owen Cliffor d calle d "T he Bully of St. John' s " : From here 
not much 1magmauon is requfred to see that j( Charle s 1-lamJllon chan,bred 
h1.s 'pen ' name so many umes at this period , it 1s possible rhar 01he r 
names have been used by him , in the Diamond Library stones. Howard 
Carr. fo r instance , co uld be one such name, Look ar the opening J1nes 
of the " Wyeminster" Coll ege story a ppea ring in No. 34 of my Diamond 
Lib r ary called "The Rye House Rivals": 

"Caesar wa s a giddy ass:" 
Cuthber t Kettle jabbe d his pen savagely into the inkpot as he 
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voiced the re mark, and then ran his fingers through his curl y hair a nd 
stare d at the exer c ise book whic h Lay on the table before him with a 
mi ngled expression of doubt , perplexity and wrath . 

"Oh dry up :" grow led Augustus Snope nibbling at the end of his 
own pen and frowning thoughtfully . 

The story continues in much the same stra in, with phrases and 
names used so often in Hamil ton stories. Other characters in the above 
s tory are Fa tty Flyn, Fish, Vane and Brace - the latte r two, l would 
add, appear ing in my co lle ct ion of "Topham" sc hool s to r ies by him and 
"Headland Girls School" by Hilda Richards . Of course it could be 
coi nc idence but the resemblanc e to Hamilton's sty le of writing is 
noticeable. Can Mr. Lofts deJve deeper into his researches and throw 
so me further li ght on the matter? 

Newc of f he Clubs 
LONDON 

Another JOily and happy meeting at the Glads tone Park r esi dence 
of the Baddiell family . Th ere was an exce llent a tt endance including 
Bill Norns who is recovering from his rec ent indispositjon . Roger 
Jenkins in the chair , welcomed new member W. J. Brad ford of Ealing 
and calle d upon Mary Cadogan to give a sh ort ta lk on the publicauon 
not ic es of her and Pat Cra ig's book . A recorded tape of the interview 
on Start T HE "/EEK, 8, 8.C, radio 4, was played over and enjoyed. 
A copy of YOU'RE A BRICK, ANGELA : was kindly presen te d to the 
club library. 

Josie Packman's Detective Quiz was won by Eric Lawren ce. 
Bob Blythe read ex tracts from Mar ch 1959 newslet ter. Brian Doyle 
rendered a fine paper entitled "T une In At The Same Time Next Week" 
which dealt with Radio heroe s. The Baddiell family were s uitably 
thanked for thei r excellent hospi tality . 

Next meeting at Bob and Louise Blythe's residence, 47 Eve lyn 
Ave nue, Kingsbury, London, NW9 OJF. Phone 205 0732. Kindly 
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notify if intend ing to be pre se nt and inspec t the com plete Nelson Lee 
Librar y co llection. 

UNCLE BENJAMIN 

HAROLD FORECAST 

It is with ver y gr e at regret that the Cambn dge Club has to re port 
t he death of the ir Cha irman, Harold For ecast, which oecurred on 25t h 
February , at Addenb r oke's Hospital, Ca mbr idge. 

Harol d was a n ea r ly membe r of 1he Club , joinmg it in 1972, 
shortly after its foundati on, and accepted the Cha irmans hip in 197:l. 

I hs special inte rest in the Old lloys' !looks C lub scene wa s as an 
auth or : he had written man y stories, and story lines for picture strip 
storie s foT the Tho mso n paper s . Member s of the London Club will 
reca ll l1is de lighcfut an d informauve talk on this subject when they 

vJsi ted th e Cambridge Cluh. 
His genuine rntere st m a11 s ide s of 1he hobby. his 1111eres1 rn and 

support for the d ub in a ll 1ts ac.:uviues, his gema l presence, his wise 
l'.Omme nts and /11s happy and friendly nature made him a popular and 

valued d1airm an . Those of the mcmhC'rs who were lll touch wllh him 
du r in g rh~ last year greatly adn11rcd the qu1et am.I pauent way he hore 
hi s i llne ss . 

By t11s death at a sad l y ear ly age the members of 1he Ca·nbn(!gt:! 
Club have losr a J!l'eat ly valued in c:nd dnd fe ll ow ·e nthu sias1. 

A s mallt.: r than usual g:a1herin~ met at Edwar d Wuten 's home on 
Sunday. 14th Mar l..'.h, several mcmbt:r~ hern~ absent owrng ro il lnet;s or 
other i..:au sei,;, The Se1.:retary was 111 rhc 1.:ha1r. Members ret.:orded 
rheir deep regret and sense of l oss fe ll at the death of the i r Chairman, 
Harold Fore1.:as1. The Sei..:rt!'fary rt!'ad a lener of acknowle dge1nem from 

Mrs. Fore 1.·as1 o r a message or 1.:ondolcnl·e and of nower s sent 10 
1-1,.irold' s fum:ral . lie al so rc..id 1nhures 10 Haro hJ' R memory from the 
Clnh Prc:,;1dent, a,w.J frorn Era· Fayne, whose kmd message was grea1ly 
apprcda te<l by 1ht!' i..:luh. 

A 11u111t~r of lt ~ ,n:-: of 1111erc~1 wc r c referred to . inc l uding an 
air11.:l t!' on (~. A. 1lt!'1U~· 111 :1 rc1.c1 11 'Sunday T imes'; reviews of Mar y 
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Cadogan's book; a T. V. interview with John Edson, and a recent book 
on the Broc k brothers as artis ts , 

The Secretary reported that Mary Cadogan and Danny Posner 
would be among speakers at the Comics' Convention . 

A sympos ium on "Barring -out stories" was opened by Jack Doupe, 
who gave a well rese ar ched ta lk on real life rebellions and barring outs 
at Public School s during the 18th and 19th centuries; the list included 
Eton , Harro w , Rugby , Winchester (three occasions), Marlborough and 
Chr ist's Hospital; on fictional barr;ngs-out be had found only one in 
''The Captain" , and one in R. S, Warren Bell's "Tales of Greyhous e" . 
Jack Overhill made an interesting comparison between Frank Richard's 
Greyfriars "great rebellion" series and E. S. Brooke's "Barring out at 
St. Frank ' s" series . He also referred to a rebellion at rhe real life 
Leys Schools in the 1890's, Other contribu tors to the symposium 
referred to tales in early "Puck s", in the 1912 "Cha mpi on" - a "Capt ain " 
type magazine , not the later well known paper - the Rookwood Island 
barring out series in the Boys' Frie nd, and to Ernest Raymond ' s "Tell 
England" . 

Other interesting items were d isc ussed; Jack Ooupe asked about 
the possi bi lity of co lle cti ng the badge s tha t were issued by clubs run for 
readers of boys ' papers s uch as the "Chuck le s Club" . In a conversation 
among members on Henty and Balla ntyne Jack Doupe surp r ise d and 
in tereste d members by describing how he had once dived into the cave 
believed to be the original of the one in Ballantyne' s "Coral Island". 

Next meeting at 5 All Saints' Passage, on Sunday, 11th April. 

NORTHERN 

Saturday, 13th March, 1976 

A good attendance of members at the end of a week of bus str ikes, 
rail str ikes and mclement weather : 

Chairman Geoffrey Wilde presented his review of 'The Durable 
De sperad0<>s' by Vivian Butl er . 

The book is a survey of the ge ntl eman outlaw of the tbriller­
reading public - the type of hero who grew up between the two world 
wars and has survived up to today. 

There is a preface by Lejeune, who grew up with writers like 
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Charteris, Buchan, Rider Haggard and the rest, "Perhaps youth is wise", 
he says, "No author who give s pleasure to his readers can be dismissed 
!Ightly"' 

The author make s referen ce to various pomt s of Hobby interest, 
including the classic encounter between Orwell and Richar ds, lie allude s , 
too, co Fra nk Richards being asked, did he not want to do anything rett e r 
than write stories for boys? To which Frank replies, "There i s nothing · 
bett e r:" 

Reference is made , too, lo 1he pr0digiow output of some writers, Brooks. for uample, 
was writing s0me 20,000 wo rd$ 2 week for 16 year,, ~nd, incidenully , he wrote t { million 
words fo r Th e M.ignet :ind T he Cem. 

Harold Truscott talked about wild west storie5 - emphaai zing the difference between 
fiction and reality! hw stori es, and fe..-.· films, ever saw the Ame r ican Indian as anything but 
,1.n uncivilised, fiendish brute, The conc tp l th.at ther e cou ld be justice on his side wu almost 
neve r pren.nt . 

Harold spoke a bout Ct.lSlet's last su.nd - dealt with ca refully and accurately by David 
Hump nriea Milter ID 1957 , bl.It with co111iderably Im accuracy by mos t oth er noveHsu: and 
historlan1. 

Cwter was not the br ave hero t hat fiction lat er made: hi m. Custer aod hb men were: 
themselves the aggresso rs a nd were: amad . T hq, had mlscalcu.bted the number of Indians 
preunt - a nd Cu1ter ha d dhobeyed orde11! Red Cloud had onl y just sig ned a tr eaty in 
\',' ashingt on and thi s w,u known b efore Cw:te:r u~1 out on his punitiv e minion - by ~ili tary law 
hf' should nev er have sel out - :and t he treaty was broken :ilmost immediately . The Indians 
were simply c.uryi.og out t he annual migration of 1he buffalo herds, made necessary bec ause of 
the white ma n 's wholesa le and wanton de5tructio n of the bu.Halo. 

Now , i f we w.:nt to, we ma y know 1he tNth - throu.gh suc h a book as Dee Brown's 
'Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee' - a very different version from the cl aulc western • 
• • • • ' ••• • ••••• -· •• • •••••••••••••• t. 

FOR SALE: ANNUALS: funny Wonder bl3 5 , 1937, 1939: fl . SO eac h.; Crackers 1934, t:.3.50; 
Jingles 1938, fl . SO; Mickey Mouse 1946 , f2; Film fu n 1943, £4, 194-S, 1946, £3 each; 
Soys' Cinem a 1932, £4, 1947 f.2,50; Film Pictorial 1939, f4; Picture SDOw 1931, 1935, 
f 4, SO e:ach; Worl d of frank Rk hardi as new •,•dth d i, Lofts , Adley 1975 , £2, Bound Volumes, 
:;ill bi ndlngi and con tents MINT: Buno Comics, Aug. ht - Dec. 26th, 1953, f.8. SO (Nos. 
576 - 597 ). Champions: Jan. 7rh, 1939 - Dec. 30th, 1939 (Nos. 884 · 935) 2 volumes at 
f 10 per vol . Plus pOst.lRe in uch c.1s~. Cash wi1h onler; pleas e allow e nough for postage. 

5. JENKS1 Tiit . LODGE, NO_RT!IBROOK NF.AR FARNHAM SURREY. 

\\ .\NTED: " · L. I\ tCI SI 11r rQ No. !•2. U, l' s; S. 8. L's; ~u ly C"h;rn1pions . Items for sa le. 

·-~ \,._vrn,J,o~. S 1,."';ILLM,\~ Sl . , CH/-LTlNHAMJ. \ '.1<:,""TORI,\ AUSTRAL!.•\ 31~.12. 

\\ A, TFD i11 l~wJ Cu11Ji1i("n ,\J1e n1m c:, HOlspur Ro\ ~r. \\ io1.1rd. Skippc'r, Ch.11Mplo n 
,-1~1\ 1671, 

J_ .. ~- -.C,~L~r~l ~ 6: ~R·~M~R.1 ~~ .R~·.1.. tsl~R~u.c1-~~~n:1N .C~A ~, 'N~8 .4N.N .• 

\ \ \l\Ti:.D· c .o•,-.;o,. ,, 1, ,l2.13~.,, 1.14},1 44,l46,H7. Willpurchue0rc:i c hange for 

i.Jft.;\,TQ~ ~
1 ·~;~:~:,Ri)lbt~"';'; ~'~,\!{·VI~~: .. ~~ ;[t'?~~~fi, CO, DURHAM. 


