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BARGAINS, BARGAINS, BARGAINS: 

Over the years I hav~ accumulated quite a large 
number of fair reading copies which I wish to clear at 
greatly reduced prices: 

There are far too many to attempt to list - just 
give me your wants of these and I'll send - payment on 
receipt of goods . There's Magnets , Gems, S. 0. L's, 
Populars , Detective Weeklies, Thrillers, U.J's, Lees, 
Modern Boys, Thomsons, Champions, Holiday .Annuals, 
et c . You name it: Firm order please . 

Lots of other stock of course, in good condition, 
the usua 1 terms of payment, on receipt of goods. 

Visitors very welcome , but please advise first , 
you've never seen anything like it~ 

NoRMAN 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

UPPER NORWOOD 

LONDON, SE19 2HZ 

Nearest Station - Crystal Palace 

B. R. Tel. 01~ 9857 
i 11 ~~ S"t 

Kindly Note: This business will be closed from 
23rd July to 9th August inclusive. 
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TL-IE MELODY LINGERS ON 

Mr. W:ilter F leming, a C. D. st.alw;:in probl'lbly from its 
beginning, writes me: "J ;:im very interested in ' Biogrnphy of a Small 
Cinema', and, m parncular, ia the mention of Dick PowelJ in 
'20,000,000 Sweethearts' . Always an admirer of Powell, thi s film was 
one of my favourites . l believe that it was rn it that he sang 'The Man 
on the Flying T rapeze', and the ocher song in it which runs through my 
mind was ' Thanks a Million' . This film, toge ther with ' Footlight 
Parade' l thought were two Of the best musicals l ever had the pleasure 
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of seeing. " 
Mr . Fleming is right about the catchy and famous "Trapeze" 

song, though I had forgotten it, The most noteworthy song in the film, 
I fancy, was "I'll String Along With You", Tbe singer, with the typical 
st!lfishness of the young male lo ver, assures hi1, lady-love that ht:: will 
"string along with her" until someone better comes along. And we lo ved 
it. 

That young man of the thirties may have been selfish, but he 
compared quite well with the recent gentleman in song who assured his 
lady-love that, on her behalf, he would "beg, steal, or borrow' _' . It is 
typical of the seventies that it never occurred to him that be should work 
for her . 

LONG AGO STORY 

When I was small my sis ter frequently read to me, and one tale 
I have fondly remembered is "The Kanter Girls" . She kept the book 
for many years, and then, in a moment of weakness , she l~nt it to a 
friend . And , as so often happens to people who are generous (or 
foolish) enough to lend precious books, she never got it back. 

For many years I have sought that book, being hampered in my 
quest by not knowing the name of the writer , or the publisher, or even, 
for certain, a rough date of publication, though I assumed it to have 
been published probably during the first decade of the century. I was 
not certain, either, of the actual spelling of "Kanter", though I always 
thought of it as "Canter" . One day, I asked my sister: "How was 
Kanter spelt? With a 'C' or with a 'K ' ?" Doub tfully she said: ''l think 
with a 'K': " 

I mentioned last month how that great friend of frustrated book­
seekers and weary editors, Mr. Ray Hopkins, went to a great dea l of 
trouble to track the origin of "The Enchanted Bat" for me . 

Tempted, I imposed yet again upon the hard -working a nd lo ya l 
Mr . Ray Hopkins . Without much hope, 1 mentioned "The Kanter Girls " 
to him (it may be Kanter or Canter , I told him helpfully), and wondered 
whether he could possibly trace the writer . 

To my intense surprise and admiration, Mr . Hopkins turned up 
trumps yet again . He found for me that "Tbe Kanter Gir l s" (my sis ter 
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was right - it was Kanter with a 'K') was written by Mary Lydia Bolles 
Branch in 1896 . Mrs. (or Miss) Branch was "evi dently a one - novel 
author" . Mr. Hopkin s tells me, for her only other r eg i ster ed book wa s 
"Tyr a nt Tom: & other stories", publi s hed in 18 78 , a lmost 20 yea rs 
earlier . 

So, thanks to my very good friend, Mr . Hopkins , 1 now know the 
aut hor's name, and the date of publi cati on, which will help me, though 
the quest will s till be d iffi cult . I have heard that there are cer tain 
quality se cond -h a nd booksellers who spe ci alis e in seeking r are books, 
but I don't know of any . If you ha ppen to know of any books e ller who 
does this , I sha ll be gra teful if you wi ll kin dly supp ly me with his name 
a nd a ddre ss . 

DAME SYBIL 

I ca nnot r ecall tha t 1 ever saw Dame Sybil T horndike, who d ied 
r ece ntly a t t he age of 93 , on the stage . But I have happy memori e s of 
her for quite another rea s on. 

Older r ea der s may reca ll that I provided the piano acc om,pa.nim ent 
for the Billy Bunte r shows whi c h use d to be a feature in tlhe Wes t E nd 
t heat re at Chr i st ma s ti m e , One yea r - I think it wa s the year when the 
s how wa s at t he Queen's Theat r e - Sybil Thornd ike wa s sta rring in the 
e ve ning at tractio n. Most day s , I wo uld be leavi ng the theatre a fter the 
Bunter m ati ne e ju st a s Dam e Sybil was a rr ivi ng to pr epa re for the 
e ven ing s how . Always sh e st opped for a sh ort chat , usu a ll y in the 
co rr idor nea r the sta ge doo r, a nd she had m any ple asa nt th i ngs to say 
a bout the Greyfriars stor ie s in the Magnet . She had see n our s tage 
show and e njoy e d it . 

She sai d to me on one occa si on : "A pity the y left out Arthu r 
Augustus:" I told her that Gus sy went t o a di fferen t schooL "l know , " 
re pli ed Da m e Sybil si mpl y . "What does that matt er?" 

TAILPIECE 

Th e yea rs pa ss li ke a page of th e Nel son Lee Li brary be ing 
flic ked over by a keen reader . It onl y seems like yesterd ay that Mr . 
a nd Mr s. Bob Blythe brou ght their litt le son to a Surbiton meeting . 

Now Mr . an d Mr s . Blyt he's s on , Robb y , is sti ll joll y , and he i s , 
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in addition, a lucky young man, for, on 17th July, he is marrying Miss 
Cheryl Jeeves. We wish a long, long and very happy married life to the 
sp lendid young couple. 

THE EDITOR 

****** * ******************** * 

DANNY'S !)/ARY 
JULY 1926 

I'm sure that the Magnet is better now than it has ever been. 
I hope it will keep on this way . 

First story of the month "The Punishment of Ponsonby" was a 
sequel to tile fina l ta le of last month. Ponsonby dodges a challenge 
from the Greyfriars fellows, and is sent the white feather . But Fate 
catc hes up wi th him at last , and he gets what he des erves. A fine tale. 

And now a great summer series is going strong , with Harry 
Wharton & Co. - and Bunter - on the way to be the guests of Hurree 
Singh :i.n lndia o And to mark the occasion the Magne t is giving away 
cut - out figures of cric keters . The first one is of the famo us Yor ksh ir e 
cricketer G. C . Ma cau lay, Fir st s to ry in the new holiday ser ies is 
"T he Japer of Gr eyfriars". The " japer" is Wibley, who , a nnoye d at 
being left out of the cricket team to pla y Red clyffe , s huts Hurree Singh 
up in a box -r oom , and makes him self up to ta ke the Nabob 's place in 
the team , However , the bogus Wibley gets kidnapped by Nally Das . a 
Hindu who thinks Wib is the l\labob . 

In the next tale , "The Nabob's Double" , Wible y dis cove rs that 
bis captors intend to cart him off to India in the belief that he is t he 
Nabob ,, However , in a thrill ing tale , beautifully to ld , Wibley escapes . 
Next came "The Peril of the Night" , in which an attempt is ma de to s te al 
the real Hurree Singh from Greyfriars , and th is time it is Bunte r who 
come1,; in useful . So it h ; deci ded that , on the ground s of his safe ty -
there are political plots aga inst his life - he shall return to BhanJpur , 
and it is arranged that his friends sha ll go with him. And Bunte r is 
rewarded by a place in the party . Las t tale of the month i s " Outwar d 
Bound". and the boys find that there will be many danger s on tbe voyage. 



Page 7 

St.arting off wit h the first story of the India series , the Magnet 
has be en illustr at ed , ins id e and out, by the artist Leonard Shie lds . 
He is magnificent , and I hope he keeps on with it . He is my favour ite 
of all the a r tists . One of the give away cu t - out figur es- of c r ickete r s is 
A. W. Ca:-r ofNotts, England 's s kipper . 

T he two new Sch oolboys' Own Libr a r ies are "A Mill Lad at 
Gr eyfriars", about Mark Linle y' s arrjva l a nd early adventu res at 
Greyfriar s, an d "A Schoolbo y 's Temptation" whic h told of the arriva l 
of 'Erbert . who prov ed to be the ri ghtful heir to t he mone y which 
Morn ing ton thought was his, 

The weat her has been shocking duri ng July - chilly , and wet -
and not too good ·for the Te st Matc hes w1th Austral ia, But there have 
been enormous cr owds a t the game s. 

Th ere are now half a mill ion te lephone s in Lo ndon alone , and 
Doug su ggeste d that it would be a good idea if we had a te lephone . But 
Dad was hvi do He sai d tha t he wa s n' t going to have a te lephone for 
Doug to rin g up all his girl fr ie nds a a penn y a ca ll , But Doug pointed 
out trun it works ,)ut a bit le ss than rhfit when you have a pr ivate ' phone . 

A t the p1cture s we have see n Jack Holt, Noah Beery , and Billie 
Dove in t he Zane Gr ey story "Th e Li ght of Wes ter n Stars"; Ric har d Dix 
in "T he Shock Punch"; Jackie Coogan in "Old Clo t hes "; Sa ll y O•Ne1ll , 
F or d Ster ling , and Cha r h e Murray in "Mi ke" ; a nd Jack Buchanan and 
Julie tte Compton in " Bulldog Drummo nd's Third Round" . 

The Nel so n Lee Library bas conti nued wi th its c r ic ket se rie s, 
the open jng tale of the mont h be ing "St . Fr a nk 's Save s tbe As hes" in 
whi ch Handfort h turns up tru mp s and wins the gam e . Next ca me ''The 
Yell ow Hand at St. Frank 's" in whi ch Handy sa ys he has seen s trange , 
Chine se figures flitti ng t hrough t he night , a.nd nobody behev e s him for 
a t ime . Then t he last st ory of the cricket ser ie s , "St . Fr ank ' s at 
Lor d 's~" in whi ch Handy is due to play in the sc hoolboy tes t ma·tc h -
bur , owing to Ills own fault , he 1s on cr utches. 

Then cfime the start of the Summe r Holiday se r ies. Young 
Ching has bee n kidn apped , an d rn "All Aboar d for China" , the St . 
Fran k' s par ty se ts off , aboar d Lor d Dorr1 mor e's magnif ice nt yac ht 
•·T he Wand erer". to rescue him . La st tale of the month , cont inuing 
the sto r y abou t the tri p to China , was "In The Dra gon's Clutc h" . The 
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boys are captured by Dr. Foo Chow, the mysterious Chinese millionaire, 
and Handforth, like the warrior he is, fights side by side with the grim 
Zulu warrior, Umlosi . These tales are exciting for boys, aoo there is 
plenty of fun in them, too . 

At the end of the month there was anutht:!r issue of the Monster 
Library - No. 9, "The Boy from the 'Bush' " . 

A roundabout has been constructed at Piccadilly Circus in London, 
and so far it seems a great success in controlling the flow of the traffic . 
The idea may be taken up in other cities and on main roads and cross­
roads. 

The Magnet may never have been better, and 1 think the Gem has 
never been worse than it is now. Doug says I am not fair to these 
people who write the stories in place of the real Martin Clifford, and 1 
ought to "live and le t livt:!". I can ' r see it . A litt le whlle ago there 
were qu ite a few a ctors im itating Charlie Chaplin in film s, a nd a lso in 
the mu sic hall s, but they wer e pretty awful and only s howed up how good 
the real Charli e is . Why don' t they ttunk up charac ters of their own , 
an d not imi ta te Charli e? Though I don 't thi nk Charlie Chaplin .1.s quite 
so good as he used to be in his two-r ee l comedies. 

Th e Gem s ta rte d off with two holida y s tor ies " Chums Under 
Canvas" and "Honour s Even" . Dr . Holme s has arranged , in r ather an 
unlikely move, that St . Jim's should go into camp , with ot her publi c 
schools indudlng Ruukwood, at a site on the Sussex coast . Tben 
"Grundy ' s Feud" in which Grundy decides to bec ome jun ior captain of 
St . Jim's . Then " The St . Jim ' s Hotel-Keepers " in which we learn that 
Lord Eastwood is improbably the owner of a number of hotels . The 
staff at one of these hotels goes on s trike, and the St . Jim's jun ior s take 
over. Then , not very original, "Fighting for the Ashes " in whlch St . 
Jim ' s plays a team of Australian schoolboys . A pretty feeble mon t h. 

Like the Magnet, the Popular is giving away stand -up figur e s of 
famous cricketers, and they are great . To mark the occa sion , the 
Popular thls munth has adopted a coloured cover , in red, whi te , and 
blue . It is very attractive . And there is a new se r ial , "The Te st 
Match Kid" by Patsy Hendren, the famous cricketer. The Dirk Power 
series from the Gem is now representing St . Jim's , and the Rookwood 
stories are the ones about Jimmy Silver & Co . on tramp with a horse 
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named Trotksy . 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT: S. O. L. No , 31, "A Mill-lad at Greyfriars" comprised four stories 

from the !d Magnet . The first of the four appeared originally in the Magnet at Christmas 

1908, and was uncut . The remaining three form ed a series in the late autumn of 1909, the 

last two being heavily pruned in the S. 0 , L. Caxberry, who was the vi llain first time round , 

was changed to Loder in the S. O. L. reprint . Seems a pity ! S. 0, L. No , 32 , "A Schoolboy's 

Temptation" comprised 5 Rool<wood stories from the Boys' Friend of 1917 , and litt le or no 

prun ing was necessary . 

Though t he editor of the Popular cracked up "The Test Match Kid" as the work of 

Patsy Hendren - "we kidn't know he co uld write stories , did we? Now we know better!" , it is 
pretty certain that whoever wrote it, it was not Patsy Hend .ren, th e cricketer . The Dirk 
Power series came from the Gem of the autumn of 1920 , when the real Martin Clifford 

returned to the Gem after a long absence, The Rookwood "Trotsky" biking series came from 

the Boys' Friend of the summer of 1922 . ) 

• * ~ * ~ * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * • * * * * * * * 

~LAKIANA 
Condu cted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

At t lus time of the year l usually get aro und to asking Sexton 
Blake fans if they have thought abou t wri ti ng an artic le for the C. D. 
Annual. The material is required by the Editor at the latest by 
September so there is none t oo mu c h time le ft, s o ge t out your pens and 
pap er or typewrite rs and set to work . I have ordered a copy of the 
Arth ur Bar ker book of some early Sexton Bla ke stor ies for t he Lending 
Libr ary if anyone is interested . It contai ns three stories whic h are 
re ally quite inte rest ing . espec ia lly the two very ear ly tales . They are 
equa l to any of the "Rival s of Sherlock Holmes" s tories which appeared 
on TV an d in recent paperbacks . T he book i tself makes a welcome 
additi on to our Blake Saga . 

T HE LlGHTER SIDE OF SEXTO N BLAKE by Don Harkness 

Sexton Blake , t he famou s Baker Street detective, enjoyed many 
tr iumph s in his long a nd triumphant ca reer of wag ing war against crime . 
Some of these were grim a ffai rs . a fight to the fini s h, i n which no 
m er cy wa s as ked for or given. Others involved grudg ing admiration by 
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Blake for his adversary and vice versa . One such mutual respect for 
each other which comes to mind, into which sportsmanship entered , 
existed between Blake and Zenith the Albino . Finally there was the 
occasional humorously ironic triump1 in which author Gwyn Eva ns 

excelled. 
For a fine example of this type of yarn you could not do better 

than to beg or borrow a copy of Union Jack No. 1345 dated 27 July , 1929, 
and read "The Great Pyramid Swindle" . Gwyn Evans knew the locality 
he was writing about baving spent some years in Egypt as a reporter . 

In my opinion this was a most enjoyable story and dealt with 
political unrest , romance, historical facts and an exciting idea which to 
some may seem improbable but was not entirely imposs i ble, The 
irrepressible Evans had the happy knack of getting off-beat ideas and 
making the most far - fet ched seem plau s ible . At the same time he was 
not at a lo s s for word s when descr ibing a n Egyp t ian night mo st 
poe t ic a lly , pi cturin g the s ky as "a turq uoi se ve lve t ma nt le . st udd e d wit h 
the s equ ins of th e s tars '1 beneath whi c h "lo om ed the blac k e te r nal 
tr ia ngl e of th e Gre a t Pyra m id of C heops , that mighty monument that ba s 
fi lle d the world with awe s ince th e dawn of tim e". 

A very nea t quip comes so on a fte r , when Philip Maynard , star 
reporter of the "Egyptian News" on meetmg Marjorie Pike a nd asked who 
he is, replies , "l am Ali Baba , I ca.me to see the Sphinz by moonlight 
and find - praise Allah ~ - a minx by Spoonlight" , It should be expla in ed 
that Maynard , covering the mid -Lent carnival at the Mena Hous e Hotel, 
was dressed in an abayia as an Arab prince , hence the reference to 
himself as Ali Baba. The gir l herself was described as "a little wisp 
of a thing , poised ligh t as thistle-down on a broken pillar of stone, 
gazing up at the inscrutable age worn features of the Sphinx " She looked 
like some nymph of Diana, a sprite woven of moonlight a nd des e rt dew . '' 

From this picturesque description Gwyn Evans la ter turned to 
something more factual , telling us that the Great Pyramid was or iginally 
481 ft. high, 7 56 ft . square and covered an area of over 13 acres . It 
was estimated to have taken 33 years to build involving 5 million sl a ves . 

Finally from the author's fertile imagination came th e fantastic 
idea which set his stories apart from all others . It was a mill ionaire's 
plan to build a bigger and better pyramid clo se by the original. It was 
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to be built of concrete and steel and faced"W.!Eh dazzling glazed blue tiles. 
The interior was to house a confectionery factor}" ; ,agministrati ve offic e s, 
a movie theatre and a ba llroom , complete with express elevators, while 
in the apex was to be a large observatory . 

The story has two plots , one interwoven with th.e other but to 
re veal more would only spoil it for inte nding r eaders , so you are urged, 
if you have no copy of your own, to borr ow a co py from the Blakiana 
Archives in Ar ch da le Road, East Dulwich . 

A MESSAGE FROM CANADA by s . Gordon Swan 

The. following ext ract from a Canadian newspaper may prove of 
interest to Sexton Blake fans . My la te father sent it to me from 
Vancouver as far back as 1937 - ~ which now appears a remote period in 
history - - and as it deals in part with an author who wrote a few Sexton 
Blake stor ies I quote it in full: 

THE VANCOUVER SUN T hursday , 4th March , 1937 

In Lighter Vein 

A gentl eman named Maur ice Dix who a uthors mystery novels and 
who 1s one of t he str ing of write rs that produce s the Sexton Blake 
de te cti ve ta le s has been te lling Van couver aud iences t hat addiction to 
Myst ery an d Dete cti ve st or ie s i s nothmg to be a s hamed of because so 
many noted persons ar e s imil arl y di spose d . 

We do not believe that Mr , Dix 1 s aplog ia for the tastes of such 
ad dic ts is ne cessary , We do not believe that one needs to justify his 
tas te in ficti on by po inti ng to the li te rary menus of kings , dictato rs and 
s ta.tes meno As a matter of fact we are inclined to th ink that the 
intell ec tual who turns or pr etends to turn up hi.s nose a t such thrilling 
fare is e it her a snob or ti liar, Por we know of noth ing that so re laxes 
t he m ind of t be stai d plodd er as a bris k bout , for ins tan ce , with Sexton 
Blake 1 the pert Tinker and the ubiquit ouE Pedr o . Nor are we sure that 
s uc h li ghter ficu on does not ser ve a highe r moral purpos e than some of 
the more s e rio us outpu t. 

M.; ny odd thi ng s happe n in '· best selle r s " , many perversions of 
ju st ic e, hum~rnity a nd mon, l s . But io the good old detect ive stor ies 
th ere i s only one inevi tabl e end mg - - the good an d wholesome people 
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win out an d live happil y ever after while the scou ndr el s get it unm ista kably 

in the nec k. Wholesome adventure rea ding is an esse ntia l to the man 

whose life is cas t in dr ab and quiet places . Just as the offi ce man needs 

r1 gymnasi um workour oc casionally to stretch unaccustomed musc les , s o 

does he need a little vicarious blood and thunder to mai ntai n the 

elas tj city of his mind . As hamed of reading detective stories? Indeed 

not . we're proud of .lt. 

Some of the s encunen ts ex pre sse d above are e ven mor e a pplicable 

today . The wri ter of the art ic le , if alive now , would be horrifie d l'lt the 

" odd th ing s that ha ppen " m current best - sellers , t he ''man y perve r sions 

of Jus ti ce , humanity and morals" whl.ch a re to be found in the paperbc:acks 

on sal e at m odern book s hops . 
Even detective fiction has bee n tain ed with the perm issi venes s 

that ha s been fo1ste d on the worl d in che last deca de . It 1s high u me the 

whole s ome adventure s of Sext on Ble ke and Nel s on Lee were revived to 

prov ide a lo ng -fel t want . 

REVIEW 

SE XTO N BLAKE 'S EARLY CASES (.Artbm . Bar ke r Ltd . 
£3.7 5) 

T his 1s a plea s a nt li t tle collection of thre e early Sexton B1ake 

yarus . The longes t one , "Whne s s For The Defe nce ' ' by E ], G:rnnon , 

come s from che l d Umon Jack of 1911 . The s tory 1s s r a1ghtforward , 

with no unexpe cte d tw 1s ls . but lt is e minently readable , telling how 

Blake , man end eavour to pr event the exe cuu on of a n Innoc ent man , ge:cs 

em bro J.e d ms South Amer ic an rev oluuon , Tc 1e an intngwng 

coi nc ide nce that Bla ke s roped Jn , ear ly m the: stor ·, to ra ke part m cin 

identity parade, and makes the observa u on: " 1 have been for ced co the 

conclu si on rece ntly chat the met hod em ployed m 1denn i.Lca u on pa-rad es 

i s one that may well be open to improvement . " 
Tinker who fcarures in this story, calls Blake:" "Sir". a nd one 

wonder s whethe r the fa m i lia r "Guv 'nor " was cut outed conall y or not, 

Ti nker does not a ppea r at all m the ocher two much shorter tales , 

which are take n from the year 1895 , about 16 years ear lier . Perho pb 

they were before Tinker's time. "The Clue of the Dead Eye s" cells of 
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Blake at the mercy of the monstrous Dr . Bulasco, and is written by 
A . Grahame. "A Clue from the Deep" is the story of a murder at sea, 
and Blake first learns of it by means of a message in a bottle. I , 
personally , enjo yed t his t he most of the three . It was written by 
E . Treecon. 

Novelty, and a sense of atmosphere, are probably the main 
attraction of this collection , and the original illustrations from those old 
Union Jacks are a big asset to the flavour of the book . 

* * • * • * * * * * • * • ' • ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * 

NELSON I.El COLVNN 
BR OOKSIA NA? asks Ernest Holman 

A Meeung of the Triangle Discussi on Group was held recently in 
the St . Fr ank's Lecture Room on the subject of the Nelson Lee Column . 
It was a lively gathering a nd this Repor t , whilst reta ining the essence of 
points ra is ed , omit s a consi derable number of cat-ca lls , boos , sitting ­
on- hea ds , etc . The Pre sident; Wilha m Napoleon Browne , ca lled upon 
Brothe rs pre sent to make thei r views as br ie f as possib le , in order to 
give everyone an opportunity of a few well -chose n words. 

Reggie Pitt thought that the Column should broaden its sc ope, to 
take in a ll a spe cts of the work of Mr . Ectwy Searles Brooks - not just 
items about the School. A sort of 'Brooksiana', he suggested; ad ding, 
howe ver , that a lthough imitatio n was the suI'est form of flattery , it 
wou ld not be r ight to 'play' on the t itle of another section of the Magazine " 
Nipper put .florward 'Betwee n Ourselves with E . S. B. ' and went on to point 
out tha t whilst such a c bange could bri ng tn E . S. Bo as Victor Gunn , 
Ber kel ey Gr ay a nd Robert W. Comra de , it would cause a clash with the 
Sexton Bla ke page s. Per haps this s ide of Brook s' work should be left 
out of any new Column - althou gh. he remarked , t here wa s no reas on 
why an autho r shouldn 't a ppear i n other pa.ges a s well . 

Ful lwood wonde r ed i f more pages could b€ allotted. Whils t this 
wa s not nec es sarily a good thing , re membering tbat quali ty was always 
pr eferab1e to qu&ntity, he did fee l that 1f an artic le justifie d it , the 
Column could be extended . Bob Chr ist ine wa s of opinion that interest 
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in Brooks was somewhat limited but maybe a wider canvas might induce 
more re aders to take up pen. Nick Trotwood then raised the question 
of critic i sm . He considered that the Column as it existed was weak -
that , at times, l'.t a ppea red to be a little too m uch like a self -adm iration 
Soc ie ty. T he Cha irman then a sked the spe aker if he me an t cr i tic is m 
for it s own sa ke . 

' 'No , " r epli ed Nick . "l mean constructive comment ; views of 
stor ies, without bia s be ing over -weighted . I would , al s o , make a 
prov iso - that comp ari sons wit h other wri te r s be excluded , Too often 
we hear of a person li king a ce r ta in writ er - and dec r ying a 11 oth er s. 
Thi s is r idic ulous - a person's ta ste i s his own a ffa ir , but tha t pe r son 
is qu ite unju s tified in condem ning the like s of oth er s. I li ke the idea of 
a n E.S . B. Column - but it shou ld be Brooks , the whol e Brooks a nd 
nothing but the Br ook s~" 

The Chairman r emarke d that whilst he was not sur e that 
compa ris on with othe r writer s should be barred , he did feel tha t this 
kind of thing wanted keeping wit hin bound s. Bern a rd For r es t was 
ve hem ently again st this; let 's stir it up , wa s lu s view - the mo re 
fr ic t ion the be tte r : Nipper r ose to r emind the Gr oup t hat F or re st him ­
self had , at one t im e , st irr ed up a norm al feud int o r eal war far e. 
" I'm again st comparison s," he told them; ''but , if they m us t be made, 
then let the de cen cie s of debat e be observ ed . " (.At this poi nt 1 For res t 
wa s b.ea ru Lo sa,· som ething ab uut "no holds barr ed" - his li steners 
obv iou s ly ag r eed with him in the us e of t his expn ::ss ion 

I 
for he was 

unable to ta ke a ny fur ther part in the disc us sio n: ) 
Handf or th, who had been fumi ng under the restrai nt of Churc h 

and McC lu r e, now bur st forth wit h the view that E . S, B. was by tar the 
gr ea test boys' story write r e vero ("We ll sai d , T rac ket t Gri m ," fr om 
Willy Handforth . ) Handy sa id he did not fee l tha t a nyone with &uy s ense 
could dis put e his sta ternent . A s for cr it icis m , he was aga inst it -
there wasn't any oc ca s ion to find any . Buster Boots pr omptly infor med 
Hand y that he was offs ide ; banning c:rick is m would onl y lea d pe ()ple to 
tak e the view tha t E. S. Brook s was not a wri ter whose wor ks cou ld 
stand up to it . ' 'Noth ing , " he said loud ly "c ould be farth er fr om the 
truth . Brooks was an excellent wr iter , whose yar ns a re more than 
capabl e of hold ing their own . " 
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Just as the Meeting threatened to become more than a little 
heated (on Handforth's part, at any rate:) Lionel Corcoran steered the 
discussion back to Reggie Pitt's origina 1 idea. The owner of the Blue 
Crusaders was of opinion that a wider scope would permit the inclusion 
of his team , as well as bringing in those m~mben; of the S(;hool who had 
arrived more recently . (Kirby Keeble Parkington was seen to raise 
both fists above him and to nod his gingery mop in agreement.) 

Miscellaneous views followed; Commissariat features (Fatty 
Little); Sartorial articles (Archie Glenthorne); Sports Fixtures and 
Results (Vivian Travers) ; Handforth offered to take over the Column 
entirely and was ready to do battle with 'anyone against' . 

Nipper rose again to remark that .it was really a question of 
whether or not to preserve the 'status quo'. Should the Column remain 
as it is? A productive seed was fine, he conjectured - but one didn't 
want to grow a 'rogue' plant, if it could be avoided . Nipper decided that 
views expressed by people like Forrest might burst the banks of reason. 
(" I have to include you in this express-ion, Handy , old son~") In reply to 
a n inte rject ion from the back of the room, Nipper admitted that, of 
course, he didn't want to stifle free spee ch . The point was , human 
nature a lone sometimes caused people to become 'freer' with words than 
was des ir able . It might well be a case of 'leaving well alone'. 

The Chairman then informed t he gathering that it was time to 
ap ply the closure . He thanked everybody who had spoken for their 
views - if, i.n some cases, he could not congratulate them on their 
behaviour: What was requ ir ed, be told the Meeting, was for som e 
means to be found of conveying the various points made w the readers. 

" Let us, Brother Discussionists, " he concluded , "move else­
where to have a discuss ion about this disc uss ion" ("Give over, Browne ~") 
To, for example, the School Shop - ("That 's better~") - at my own 
persona.I an d unrestricte d expense:" ("Hear , hear~") 

Which prov ed to be the one item of the Meeting tba t did not 
produ ce a s ingle dis sentient voice: 

RESULT OF CROSSWORD COMPETITION 

Last month, in introducing the St . Frank's Crossword, we spoke 
of the St~ Fra nk 's Golden Jubil ee. lt s hould, of course, have been 
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Diamond Jubilee . There are so many Jubilees about that we get mixed 
up . The St. Frank's Diamond Jubilee is next year . 

The first two corr ect so lutions to the Crossword were received 
from, respectively , Mr . Reuben Godsave of Leytonstone and Mr . Jack 
Cook of Newcastle-on-Tyne, to each of whom a prize of £2 . 50 has been 
posted . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DO YOU REMEMBER? by Roger M. Jenkins 

No. 135 - Magnet No. 1651 - "Condemned Without Evidence" 

There were only seven single sto rie s in the Magnet in 1939, and 
six of them occurred in the Autumn Term . Magnet 1651 mark ed the first 
day of term, with the usual scenes at La ntha.m Junction and Vernon -Smith 
de c iding to get off at Redclyffe for an afternoo n of bi lliards and banker . 
He later told Mr. Quelch that he had been unab le to get on one tr a in at 
London because of the crowds , and so he went out to get some te a and 
mi ssed the next train a s well. The aroma of tobacco was expl ai ned by 
the unpleasant necessity of having to tr av el in a smoklng compartment. 
One thing led to another , and eventually he was expelled on susp icio n of 
having 'shipped' Quelch's study . 

No one could quarre l with the plot co ns truct ion , which was as 
neat and trim as ever. What was less satisfactory was the pr es entatio n 
of the chara cter s. That Mr. Quelch sl:iould want t he Bounder expell ed 
on suspicion was not unnatural, but that the Head should agree without 
demur was highly unchara cteri s ti c, if the 1932 Rebel series is brought 
into comparison (especially as it was re ferred to in this story) o Aga in , 
the Bounder accused Wharton of being responsible without any rea l 
reason at all , which was again very unsatisfactory . It may well be that 
this type of plot needed more than a si ngle story to deve lop convin ci ngly , 

The most serious defect was the style of writing , whi ch s howed 
traces of wear iness at times . In the Golden Age of the Magne t . Charle s 
Hamilton's imagery was both novel and s tr iking - "Mr . Quelch, seein g 
a Greyfriars fellow ; fe lt like the war ~hor s e snuffi ng the batt le fr om afar. 
It was like the smell of the barracks to an old so ld ier, " (Magnet USO) 
In place of this, we find in Magnet 1651 a. banal mixed met aphor of the 
type used in grammar books as an example to a void - "Prout had let the 
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cat out of the bag and there was stormy weather ahead for the Bounder ." 
In view of all this, it is perhaps no wonder that the circulation of the 
Magnet was dropping . 

The Greyfriars Herald at this time was printed on the inside 
c ove rs, ba1.:k and front, and it is interesting to see that Herlock 
Sholmes had turned into Sheerluck Homes, though the story r eads like 
a genuine Hamiltonian one . At the end of the Magnet story the next 
week's issue is said to be entitled "The Bounder's Dupe" whilst the 
ed itorial page lists it as "Grunter of Greyhurst". This all goes to 
prove the danger of compiling lists of t itles from advertisements in 
advance . Poss ibly the most noteworthy point about No. 1651 is the part 
played by Mr . Woosey , t he art mast e r: he was undoubtedl y featured here 
s o that his departure from Gr e yfr ia r s a few weeks later would leave the 
way open for a new art mas ter , Mr. lamb . Someone should have told 
C . H. Chapman a bout the chang e in s ta ff, for Mr. Lamb wa s drawn as 
ident ica l in appear a nce to his pred ec es s or : 

* * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * • * * * * * * * 
HAMIL TON BYWAYS by Derek .Adley 

Frank Richards affecti on for 'dear old Margate ' has alwa ys been 
a pparen t from his co rre s pondenc e and r eference in his stories but 
without being too cr iti ca l "ti mes have c ha nged" a nd unfo r tunately not 
for the better , 

Last year I spent two peri ods of the summer - lasting about eight 
days in ea ch - in explorin g thi s part of Ke nt. My family and I were on 
holida.y but I was a ble to enjoy a sec ond quest and that was to revel in 
the countryside so familiar to the great School story wr iter . 

Both of the two lar gest t owns eithe r side of Frank Richard s home , 
Margate a nd Ram sgate , were, if you st rayed from the beaches , fa.r 
removed fro m the picture conjured up from reading the old Magnet . 
In fact commerdalisation has taken over at an unhapp y le vel with_ also 
a fa ir elemen t of rather violent interv en tio n by certain undesirables . 

Howe ver those areas in betwe e n - Cliftonville, Broadstairs and 
Kingsga te ~ are still able to retai n to some extent a little of the magic, 
a nd it was in t hes e places that I was a ble to enjoy the plea s ures of the 
be ac hes and c ountrys ide. 
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I loved the Charles Dickens country in Broadstairs with its Bleak 

House and Dickin s House , and even that gift shop known as the Old 

Curiosity Shop though being a gigantic commercia l establishment for the 

se lling of sea shells and other momentos still affor ded my daug hter, an 

.Art Student , a considerable amount of pleasure . 
If one was looking for Frank Richards country however it was 

possible at every turn of the lanes to put the finger on some thing . I 

must hasten to add that a lot of this was pure coi nciden ce for apart 

from being everyday names a lot of those I saw ha.ct been invented by 

Richards far earlier than on his arrival in Kent, - the area in Cliftonvil le 

with the Highcliffe Hall Hotel and the nearby hostelry Captain Digby and 

in Broadstairs, Laurel Villas - there must be hundreds of them in this 

coun try . 
To me the sa dde st sight was Friends House, identified previously 

in the C. D. by others as the origin of the Portercliffe Hall ser ies in the 

Magnet. 
It i s an obvious landm ark to the lover s of Frank Richards as 

havi ng bearing on other series too , I believe , for its very being is a 

writer's delight. 
Though rviargate has some affiliation to the Quakers due to its 

connections witb Benjamin Beale , Friends House owes none of its origin 

to that order. 
Friends House is in the close proximity to Kingsgate in an area 

that I suppose is Cliftonville though generall y known as Northdown . 

This is a large mans ion within what was once the Friend s Far m 

Estate and owned years ago by Captain Friend . After the Captain died 

it was pur chased by the Thanet Council who renamed it Northdown Park 

House and used the ground floor as a restaura nt or cafe . 

Over the last few years the house itself has s teadily become 

derelict an d the grounds becoming remote from the idea of those at 

Por ter cliffe Hall, in fact no real use has been made of the man sio n since 

the council purcha se ct the property . 
Local res idents concern for the future of this one -time stately 

pile has been raised and voiced at council me eti ngs, My guess 1s that 

it will eventually be pulled down to provide space for a continuation of a 

nearby housing estate, thus my sadness. 
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There is still a retention of the name of Friend among the loca ls 
de s pite the cha nge to Northdown Park . It is sti ll referred to as 
Frie nds House , though sometimes as Friends Park, and the adJace nt 
bus stop is still listed as Friends Cor ner , 

It would seem that what was once reality in Frank Richards 
world , the old wor ld of quaintness , of the jolly seaside, the tea shoppe 
a nd tbe Squir e in his mans ion is now a fantasy that i s being pha sed out 
fast 4 But anyone with a couple of wee ks to spare and with a background 
knowle dge of the ta les of F r ank Ric hard s can stil l amble about the distr ict 
where the chum s of the Remove once trod . 

Ther e is still an abundance of nos ta lg ic pla ce s and nam es to see , 
a nd with a li ttle imagina ti on - you don 't need a magic ca rpet - you're 
holida y become s twic e a.s good . 

Our ' 'CLASSIC" SERIAL , wr itte n 70 yea r s ago . 

MISSlNG~ 

It was a fi n e , spring af t ern oo n , Last 
n ig ht t h e ruins bad loo ked grim an d eer i e , 

but noW th eir a spe c t was very dHf er en t . 

T he sun glimm ered on th e shatt er ed walls 

and the br oken a rc he s of th e win dows, 

Bla ke st11ode up t he hill - pat h and ente xed 

t he ruin ed ca stle . In mo re tha n one spot 

h e had c aught sight of a m an in cov er, 

watchi n g . The gipsy wa s be ing loo ke d for, 
and if he ca m e op enl y t o the ruins he coul d 
not esca pe . 

But Blake did not be li eve for a 

m oment that he wo uld do an yt hing of th e 

klu d. H e th ought it would take some on e 

fa r k e en er th an Insp ec tor Ske et t o c at c h 

Barengro . V11it h his usual m o dest y, he 

fanci ed hi m s elf equ a l t o the task . 

H e wa s c ert ai n that the gip sy had a 

l urki ng - plac e somewhe re beneath th e ru ins , 

a nd th at he would come to t ake the pac ket 
fro m the steps wit hout showing himself in 

the ope n a ir at a ll . Proba b ly be ba d a 

sec ret way c f ent er ing an d le avin g the 

va ults , to o . 

Bla k e st opp ed a t th e yawnin g openin g 

where th e c rum bli ng ste ps l ed downwar ds. 

The uppe rmost steps we r e visible , but the 

lower ones we re lost in shadow . He 

st o pp ed and pl.ac ed t be packe t on th e top 
st ep. 

H is wor k was done , but h e did not 

le a v e the ruins . He gave a quick look 
a round hi m . The thought c am e into his 

m in d t hat even at that momen t he was 

wa tc hed . Sev eral mass ive fragments of 

t ile old bu ildillg ov er lo oked t he spot . 

Som e o f the walls w ere ten feet t hick I 

an d c re vic es ope n ed in t hem here and 
th ere . 

Were the ey es of the gipsy on him 
a t tllat moment , then ? Blake scanned the 

old, grey walls keenl y. There was no 
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sign of life , 
Slowly he walked away, as if to 

leave t he ruins and go down the path. He 

pas sed behind a massive fragment of an old 

wall, :ind stopped. It completely 

concealed him from the view of anyone 

near the opening of the vaults . It was 

partly grown over by rusty-looking creepers , 

which afforded him cover, and enabled 

him to peep out without showing himself . 

He knelt the .r e , watching. 

The gipsy was not l ikel y to leave 

the packet long untaken. If he were 
in deed on the watch he would be satisfied 

that the boy had gone. Blake was a dozen 

yards from the spot where the packet lay. 

He watched and listened , 
Ther e was a slight sound in the dead 

silence of the ruins . Blake drew a quick, 

throbb ing breath . A head came out of the 

opening to th e vaults, and turned round, 

scanning the ruins, and he recognized the 
swarthy, unshaven face of Barengro, the 

gipsy. 
The head disappear ed the ne xt 

moment. filak e darted forward to the 

opening , The stone sta ir was da rk and 

deserted . With the cautio n of a cat 

stalking a mous e, Blak e stepped into t he 

stairway . There was a glimme r of lig ht 

in the black vaults . Barengro was not 

moving about there in the dark . Blake 

stole silentl y down , and caugh t the 

glimmer of a lighted la ntern. 
The lante i:n was plac ed on the 

ground. Barengro was kneeling beside Ir , 

opening the packet he had taken from the 
steps . He gave a grunt of satisfact ion as 

his eye caught the glimmer of gold. 

Blake watched him . He knew now 

for certain that the gipsy bad a biding-

place somewhere there. But where ? 

When it was found , D'Arcy would be 

found . But where was it ? That could 

only be ascertained by watching th e gipsy. 

Blake thought for a moment of calling in 

the men, who were watching onl y fifty 

yards away. But he dismissed the thought . 

Long before they could arrive on 

the spot, Barengro would be able to 

scu ttle into his den and evade all pursuit . 

While the gips y counted the gold, Blake 

descended the last steps and stole into 

the gloom of the vault. He wa ited in the 
darkness. With common lu ck he would 

be able to follow the man unseen , and 

disco ver his secret . 
The gipsy finished his counting; 

the clink of the coi ns c eased . Barengro 

rose to his feet . He stuffed the money 

into his pockets. He picked ILIP the lan t ern. 

Blake saw the grin of evil exultat ion on 

his face. Bareng ro was in high good 
humour . He m ov ed away along th e vaults, 

the lantern flashing befo re h im . Blake 

followed ca utiousl y . A whiff o f tobacc o 

came to him . The runian had lighted b i s 

pipe at the lant ern , Suddenl y t he progess 

of the light halted . Blak e stopped, too , 

his heart thumping . 

"Who' s there ?" 

The g ipsy 's voic e was guttural. and 

harsh . Blake stood qu it e still. Barengro 

commenced t o ret1·ac e hi s steeps ha stil y, 

flashing the lantem to and fro. 

The bO"f was compelled t o tn '7ve. 

H"' ,:elrta!ali.,J ou tiptoe, but th e gi pS)' was 

com ing on swiftly, .and he utter~d a 
savage exclamati on as the light gl eamed 

on the boy 's wh ite face . 

"You agai n ! You! 0 he hissed . 

Blake tumed and ran . Mutte ring 



savage imprecations, the gipsy dashe d after 

.Blake. The junior mad e a dil'ect line for 

the stairs . He stumble d , There was a 

grunt of tri umph behind hhn, and the 

gipsy, spring in g forward, gripped the boy 
a s he rose . 

Bla ke gasped with m ing le d fea r and 

hoil'or as b e felt the gipsy' s fingers fasten 

on him, and struc k out wit h both fists . 

Bar engro staggered ba c kwa rds with a howl 

of pain and fury . 
Blake made a des p er at e effort to 

tear himself loos e , but Baren gro, startled 

a n d hurt as he was , cl ung t o him savagely . 

Th e la nt ern Ct'ashed t o the ground and went 

o ut . The vault w'lS plUDged mt o da rkn ess . 

But the tena ci ous grip of the gipsy ne v er 

re laxed , a nd he clo sed upon Blake , 

"Hf.:lp ! Hel p!" yelled Blake . 

He had a vague hope that the watching 

men wit hout might hea r . But if they heard 

t here was no time fo r them to c ome to his 

a id . He was down on the stone floo r, with 

th e gips y 1s w ei,ght on hun . The ha r d , 

stro ng hands we re at his thr oa.t, 

"H elp ! Hel p !'' 
It wa s h.is last Cf'/ , The sav ag e 

c lutch c hoke d him into silence . He wa s 

dragged to l:i s fe et , half - se nBel ess , an d 
hUITied awa y in to th e da rkn ess , He 

stru gg l e d o nc e , but a fierc e rain of blow s 

fe ll on him , 
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"You whelp ! Yo u meddling whelp ! " 

It was the gipsy's voice m utterin g i n t he 

darkness . "So yo u mu st in terf e re , you 

whelp!" 
Blake was dragged rapidl y along in 

the darknes s , whithe r he cou ld not gues s. 

But suddenl y the gipsy st opped . Th er e 

was a c r eaking sound , as of a door long 

unused ope ning stiffl y . Blake was flung 

head - long forward , and the cr eak soun ded 

again behmd him . 

H e fell bli ndly m t he da rkness , His 

hands touc hed som et hing that lay on the 
gro UDd; som e:thin g t hat was warmj some ­

th in g t h at m ove d. He ga ve an involunta ry 

c ry. The unseen obiect mo v ed a ga in . 

The darkn ess was int ense ; he c ou ld see 

nothing . H e rose painfull y to h is feet , 

"What is it"" he cri ed, in a shak ing 

voice . "I s anyb odr he re ? " 

A thin weak voice replied from the 

gloom . 
"Bai Jove, :Blake, o ld fellah , is tha t 

wea ll y yo u ? 11 

ft was tb e voic e of Arthur Augustus , 

Bl« ke ha d found th e sw ell of St , Jim 1s . 

Bu t he had found him in a way that he had 

no t eJ<pec.te d; a wa y that was far from 

a gr e ~ble to him . H e knew now why be 

had be en hurled tht: r e , and what the Ct'eak 

behin d him bad mean t, He was shut in 

with the miss ing boy. He had fo und D 'Axcy -

only to shar e his im pri sonm ent m this grim 

an d gl oomy rec ess under the old ca stle , 

(MORE OP TIIIS OLD, OLD TALE NEXT MONTH) 

~ ~ ~ • * ~ - • • * • • • * ~ * * • • • * * * * * * * • 
I wi ll exchange old c omics an d bo ys ' papex'S for Aust ralian Garth co mi c s. I will pay :.4 for 

T om Puss Com ic drawn by Marten To on der and £4 for Classics Illus trated Comic of Drac ul a . 

GIACARD I , 12 PATffi'JELD ROAD, LONDON , S. W. 16 
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No. 28 . 

BI0GR¥HY OF A SMALL CINEMA 

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS 

Ou r opening fihn for the new lenn 

cam e from A . B, F. D. , and was a lively 
one entitled "Devils on Wheels" starring 

Frankie Darrow and J ~ck Mulhall . Next, 

from M . G . M., came Pa ul Lukas in "The 

Casino Murder Case" . Then, from Warner 

Bros . , Leslie Howard a nd Kay Francis in 
11 British Agent" . 

After that, a double ~feature 

pro gram me, both films from Universal: 

Diana Wyuy.trd and Frank Lawton in "Ove r 

t he River" plus Ralph Gr.aves in 11Ticke t 

to a Crime" . Next , from Wamer Bros., 

Irene Dunne , witb Donald Woods in "Sweet 

Adeline " . 
Now another double-feature 

programme, comp r ising , fi:om Uni ve rsal , 

Mary Astor with Baby Jane (whoever she 

was!) in "Straight from the Heart" , plus , 

from A, B. F. D., William Haines in "Young 

and Beautiful" . 
Nex t, the very wors t film we eve r 

pl ay ed , without any possible ex c ept ion . 

It c ame from A. B. F.D . , an d we got landed 

with it from that firm 1s syst em of ''block 

bookin g " to which I r eferred last m onth . 

The film was Rose Hobart in II Atlan tic City 

Romanc e " . It wa s a poor story , poorl y 

act ed, and shockingl y photog raphed . I 

c om pla in ed to A. B. F . D. about th e dark 

quality of the print 1 which ma de t he 

screen seeJU po orly lit . Th ey we r e 
apo logeti c, an d sa id tha t it was a print 

m a de from another pos it i ve and not from 

a negative, .and this wa11 due t o some 
shol'tcoming in t he ir parent compan y in 

Am eri ca . It seem ed a weird ex cuse to me. 

Now, back toM.G,M ., with Robert 

T ay lor and Virginia Bruce in "T im es-

Squ ar·e Lady" , foll owed by, from A. B. F. D., 

Ben Lyon in "Crimson Romance" . Next, 

from Warner's , Barbara Stanwyck an d Gene 

Raymond in "Th e Woman in Red" , I 

forget t h is one entir ely , but I wonde r 

whether it was a film of Anthon y Gilbert's 

thriller novel of that name - a fine story . 

If so , it was roade again y ears l ate r, under 

the t itle of "My N:im e is J11H a Ross" . 
Now a real -rouse r fron: Warner Bros. : 

James Cagne y , Pat O'Br i en , and Margaret 

Lindsa y in "Devil Dogs of the Air". Th en , 

from M . G. M. , Leo Carill o in "The 
Winning Ticket• ~. foll ow ed by , .also from 

M. G. M. , Robert Young in "Vagabond 

Lady" . Afte r th at , from M. G . M. , Cla r k 

Gable and Constance Benne tt in "Afte r 

Off ice Hours" . An d , the fo ll owin g week , 

from Warner 1s1 Jean Mu ir in "Th e White 

Coc katoo" . 
Nex t a dou ble - fe ature program.m e, 

both films from Universal : Alan Mowbray 

i n "Night lJfe o f t he Gods 11, plu s Ly-le 

Tal bot in 11lt Happ en ed in Ne w York" . 
And now Paramoun t re- issued t hat 

gl orio 1ls epic ' 1The Sign of the Cro ss' ' , 

and we p laye d it . It wa s the type of 

unforgettable stuif which Cec il B. de 

Mille alwa y s di d so well . Cha rl es Laug hton 

and Claude tte Co lbe rt ov er act ed superbly 
a s Nero an d Popp eia , resp eccively , 

Fr e de ric Ma reb wa s wondu •fu.l as the young 

Roma n sol die r who be c ame a cbri st:i:an 
u nde r til e influ enc e o( Elissa Landi who 

wa s bea utifu l as the sla v e girl cllriit ian. 



Many years later, after the war, 

Paramount re -iss ued "Sign of the Cross" 

yet again (though we did not play it again 

at the Small Cinema) and in the post-war 

.re-issue somebody had the stupid idea of 

giving it a prologue with modern American 

soldiers flying in a troop - carrier pla~~ over 

Rome, with the soldiers talking among 

themselves about ancient Rome, and as 

they ta lked the picture faded into the de 

Mille masterpiece . Such a prologue (and 

probably a similar epilogue as well) was 

ab surdl y incongruous and marred the 

picture. Though we did not book it in its 

post-w ar re - issue . I went to see it at the 
Regent Cinema at King's Cross in London, 

and enjoyed it as much as ever. 

Next , from Warner's , William Gar gan 

in ''A Night at the Ritz" , followed by a 

double - feature programme, both films 

from Univetsal : Claude Rains in "The 

Invisible Man' 1 (the f4'st of the films based 

on Wells • popular chat<acte~ and very 
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successful) plus Jan e Carr in "Annie, 

Lea.ve the Room". 

Next came Rudy Vallee and Ann 
Dvorak in "Sweet Music", from Warner 

Bros., followed by, from M.G.M., 

Wallace Beery, Robert Young, and 

Maureen O'Sullivan in "West Point of the 

Air". Our final film for the term was 

Jean Harlow and William Powell in 
"Reckless", also from M. G. M; 

Most programmes included a Ha l 

Roach Comedy , and it is interesting to 

note that Duggie Wakefield was starred 

in a number of them , I forget whether 

or not he was good in films, but he was 
Gracie Fie lds' brother - in - law , and some 

yeail> later he tour ed British music halls 

with very great suc cess , an.d I recall tha t 

it was one of his rewes wh ich pa c ked 

Kingst on Emp ire every- nigbt during the 
last wee k of that love ly theatre 's existence. 

They gutted it later to make a super ­

market , but the exter ior still looks very 

m uch as it did in the theatre's heyday , 

even to the giant words EMPIRE at the 

sid e, and the date it was built - 1910. 

(ANOTHER ARTICLE IN THIS SERIES SOON) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * 
WANTED: "Chatterbox" 1870, 1873, 1875, 1974, 1.882, 1883, Vol. 66, Vol. 67. 

"Boys' School Story Omnibus" by "Hylton Cleaver" and "R. A, H. Goodyear" , "Sparrow in 

Search of Fame", "Black Pearls of The Pacific" by "Gunby Hadath" . "Fly of The Fells" , 

"The Goose that Loved a Doctor" by "Arthur Waterhouse". "Spy / Counte r Spy" by "Don 

Betteridge". Also books by Ha.rold Avery, Alfred Judd, R. A. H . Goodyear, Hylton Cleaver 1 

Richard Bird. 
E. CONNOLLEY, 25 PAYNES PITCH, CHURCHDOWN, GLOUCESTER. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED ; .BULLSEYES. Also MAGNETS between Nos. 1 and 984 inclusive. 

H. L. MARRIOTT 
27 GREENVIEW DRIVE, LINKS, NORTHAMPTON, NN2 7LA. 
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The Posf 1r1Qn Called (Interesting items from the 
Editor's letter -bag) 

BILL LOFTS (London): As a regular visitur tu tht: British Museum the 
last thirty years , I'm extremely puzzled by some of Len Wormull' s 
remarks in his article MUSEUM MUSINGS Qune C.D . ). The U. J. is 
certainly in the Catalogue , and I have had out dozens of various volumes 
through the years . The large Boys Friend/Realm/Herald papers , have 
·always been at Colindale Museum , simply because they are of newspaier 
size . The S . 8. L. is at Bloomsbury , though it may now have been 
moved to Woolwich , certainly not Colindale that does not keep library 
size books. It is also not unique to visit the vaults, as apart from 
myself, only the other week Denis Gifford was able to vi sit the shelves , 
when I was looking for him in vain in the Rea ding Room~ Both the 
authors of 'Your' a Brick Angela , and E . Kadish are wide of the mark 
in the writers to use male pseudonym's in girl fiction . A peru sa l of 
especially The Girls Friend would reve a l m a ny ma le names . ' Che ste r 
Wynn ' in the S. F . and S. G . group was Isabel and John Whewa y . I a m 
almost certain that 'Clive Bancroft ' was al s o Pete r Flem ing , and 
A. Carney Allen the real male name of the person who wr ote gi rls 
fiction under that na me . 

GEORGE BEAL (London): I was interes te d in your c omment s on t he 
recent Social Reformers stamps , and l t hought yo u m ight be inte re ste d 
to read my recent; edi tor ia l in TH E PHILAT E LIC MAG.A ZINE (May ) 
of which I am the Ed itor • 

.A !though , as you say , the Post Offic e people did not feel mcli ned 
to honour Charle s Hamil t on, I think tha t it sh ould be po inted out tha t t he 
Comm i ttee concerned in fac t approve all sta mp de si gn s about two year s 
in advance of their issue : many people are u.nawa r e of t hi s and so s ubm i t 
i deas too l a te for cons ide r atj_on. 

Inci dentally , I was told by a. Post Office offici..a l t ha t one virtue 
of the new stamp issue was that it "made a pr etty pa tter n when seen a.s 
a complet e sheet : " I honestly cannot se e an y vi rtu e whats oev er in that. 

It is my opinion that West German y produ ce the be st stam p 
designs and it would be interesting to know whe ther thei r gre at boys' 
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author, Karl May, will ever be depicted on their stamps. 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT: Concerning the Socia l Reformers stamps, Mr. Beal observed "We 

have tried to find something good to say about them, but failed on every count, We don' t 

like the design, the execution, the colours or the typography . " ) 

J. R. LEWIS (Neston) : I have long known that the Editorial Staff of the 
Magnet resorted to a great deal of subterfuge, .in their efforts to hide t he 
fact that Frank Richards and Martin Clifford were one and the same 
person . 

However I never thought they resorted to downright lying to keep 
up the pretence. I was horrified to read recently in the article 'Come 
into my Office , Boys and Girls' (Magnet No. 1544, 'The Greyfriars 
Crusoes' , dated 18 September , 1937) the Editorial reply to a letter from 
a Sta nley Bruce of Oxford :-
"No. Fra nk Rk har ds and Mart in Cliffor d are not one and the sa me man" . 

Sur ely they could hav e giv en good Master Bruce a pr ize for 
hav ing s pott ed t be 'Great Myth' an d told him t o kee p it dark , or ju s t 
s uppre s sed his letter , but to res ort to suc h a fal s ehood fair takes t he 
breath a.way . 

R. J. HODGE (Bristol) : I have ra rely paid much at tentio n to the 'afters' 
in 'Gem' or 'Magnet', my interest being in the 'main course' . 

However , idly sk imming the pages conl-aini ng a serial ca lled 
"A 11 On His Own'' by one 'Duncan Storm' , I was struck by the extra -
ordinary language, both descrip n ve and dialogue, used to convey the 
going s ~on at (I quote) - "The great School of St . Beowulfs '' , an 
establishment that seeme d to me a unholy ama lgam of bedlam, narkover 
and an i ll - run refor matory, this together witb racial attitudes which 
would bring our pre sent Ra ce Relat ions Board down like a ton of bricks 
not only on St . Beowulfs but a lso F leetw ay House :: 

The contrast between this ep ic and 'Martin Clifford's' superb 
sty le is suc h that they do no t seem to relong between the same covers . 

I know nothing of 'Duncan Storm' - so forward, tl:le experts! 
Incid ent a lly, the style of the ill us trations to this serial bear a striking 
resemblance to those in the Nelson Lee 'Ezra Quirke' series of 1925 . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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"WANTED TO PURCHASEl ~ - Boys' Friend 4d Library, Aldine Buffalo Bill 4d Novels , Scouts 

Annua l 1930, Union Jack 2d , Nos . 1056, l,061 , L070, 1085, 1094 , 1097 , 1260, 1262 , 1149 , 

1150 , 1157 , 1159 , 130 3 , 1308, 1313, 1314 . 

Condition and pri c es to : 
ROBERT STO RY 

34 ABERDEEN CRESC ENT, BRAMALEA, ONTARIO , CANADA , L6T 2P9 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * 
~ - Gi rls' Own Annuals, Vol. 28 (1906) , 30, 32 , 33 , 36, £5 ea c h. "Our Darlings Annual 11 

(c. 1890 ), loos e binding , £5 . Every Boy's Hobb y A=ual, 1927 1 £2 . Captain Vol. 25 , £3 . 

Co nan D oyle 's "Rodney Stone " , £1 , 50 , H. Baker reprints , Magnets , Vols, 1, 5, 8, Nelson 

Lee , Vol . 1, £3 . 75 each . Ma gnets , Gems , Bunter-s. 
WANTED: Gl'eyfriars Holida y Annuals , Monsten; , Churns Annuals , Vo ls. 1 to 25. Capta in 

Vols . 1913 - 1922 . Scou t Annuals , 1910- 1930 . 

JAMES GALT. 

49 ANDERSON AVENUE, ABERDEFN , SCOTLAND 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED : 11CheerBoysChe e r" , Nos . 1- 6 . "Nic k Carter Weekl y ld" , Nos . 2 , 5 , 6,7 . 

"Nugget Library" , 268 , "Whis pering Mumm y" . "Fir<>fly 11 (pre-comic 1914) , Nos. 1- 3. 

Your price or would pay well for loan . Qu ick ly please ! I 'm 75 ! ! 

CHRIS WHITE , 7 ASH TERRACE , ASHMORE GR EEN, NEWBURY 

* * * * * * * * x * * • * * * * * * * • * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED : Copy of Fra nk Ri c ha rds LP "F loreat Grey:friars 11

1 in good condition . State price 

r equ ir ed; would also co nside r exc ba uge of "Popul an" , "G em s" · st ate num bers requi r ed , 

FLAT 1, 28 CROXTETH GROVE, LIVERPOOL , LB ORX. 

* * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED : N. L. L's (o/s) up to No . 92 . U . J's ; S. B, Vs ; ear ly Chalilpions . Ite ms for sa le . 

H . W. VERNON , S GlilMAN ST ., CHELTEJ\11i.AM, VICT ORIA , AU STRAUA 3192 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
_F=O_ R _ _ _ S_A_L_ E : About 150 c op ies of the monthly Collectors ' Digest betwe en 1952 and 1975. 

Mostly odd copies , bu t a few years are complete . f.1 ior 8 copies , pl us postage on sam e. 

Also the Souveni .r Issue of Magnet No . 1, published by Fleetwa y : SOp plus pos tage . 

MRS , M. TROVELL , 16 BOURNE RD . , COLCHESTER , ESSEX. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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ll£WS IJF fN£ &L IIM 
CAMBRIDGE 

The Club wound up the season by a visit, at the kind invitation of 
Neville and Mrs. Wood, to their lovely home at "Wheelwrights", 
Swefling. This was a particularly happy occasion of a reun ion with 
Neville who had been precluded from attending recent Club meetings 
through being unwell; the occasion being marred only by the absence of 
Jack Overhill, who was unable to come owing to the serious illness of 
his daughter. Tbe meeting sent a message of sympathy to Jack and his 
daughter , with best wishes for her speedy recovery. 

Lunch and tea were provided by our generous hosts , and enjoyed 
in the garden in glorious sunsh ine . Members speedily made friends 
with the two lordly Siamese cats who exercise the ir sway over the Wood 
household . 

The club listened to a reco r ding of an inter v:iew with Fra nk 
Richards ; to a tape sent by Mervy n Branks of New Zealan d entitled 
"When tuppence bought a world' ', co veri ng boys papers from the 18 70' s 
to 1919; and to a recording of the Sherlock Holmes pl ay "The Speckled 
Band" . Members browsed in Neville's fine library with its large 
collection ,of det ective fic tion ranging from the 1920's , his Sher lock 
Holmes ite ms; and his al mos t compl ete set of bound volumes of the 
Strand M.agazine , an d among "Capta ins' ' , "Chums", ' 'B. 0. P's" , "Boys' 
Journals ", "Uni on Jacks" and "Thrill ers". Bill Lofts was specially 
:intereste d in the Edgar Wallace tales and Bi ll Thurbon in seeing a large 
collect ion of t he work s of Talbot Munday. Others enjoyed play ing 
selections from Neville's large co ll ection of records ; which specially 
inter este d Edward Witten , who enlive ned the homeward jou rney of Vic 
Hearn' s party recalling the melod ie s we had heard . Thls day was a 
feast of nos talgi a . 

The meet ing cl ose d wj th a hearty vote of thanks to Neville and 
Mrs . Wood and their daug hter for their charming hosp i tality . Everyone 
agreei ng that thJ.s had been a most enjoyable and fitting end to the 
1975 - 6 season , There will be no meet ings of the Club in July and August . 
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NORTHERN 

Saturday, 12th June , 1976 

In spite of a number of holiday absen ces we enjoyed a convivial 
and st im ulat ing evening . 

Jack .Allison presented a talk and quiz on Dick Penfold - tbe 
Greyfriars Rhym ester . The supporting articles in the Magnet , said 
Jack, were not written by Frank Richards , but were obviously the work 
of someone who knew Greyfriars . 

Jack read to us from •,A Weekly Budget of Fa ct and Fun', 
purporting to be writt en by Dick Penfold . The section contained a 
poem , ' Potty Poetry' , which was made up of odd pieces from classical 
and semi - classical poetry . 

But where did all the pieces come from? That , of course , was 
the basis of the qui z! Geoffrey Wilde came first, Bill Williamson 
second, and tying in third place were Harold Trusco tt and Myra Allison . 

After refreshmen ts Geoffrey Wilde r ea d to us fro m the Gem 'Old 
Bus' series , pr efacing his rea .ding s with remark s on D'Arcy . Of the 
many characters that Frank Ri char ds created , sa id Geoffrey . the ones 
that stand out most are Bunter and D'Ar cy. Both are ant i -heroe s, 
though Guss y doe sn 't suffer from Bunter's obvious defect s of clla ra cter . 
But both have their own inim itab le way of speech and both are at their 
funniest when they are on the .ir digni ty . 

Geoffrey's read i ng s began wit h Gussy' s qu oting poe try a s the 
St. Jim 's friends row up the r iv er . The mo re his fri ends r idicu le him 
the more Gussy asserts his noble d ignity a nd t he saga leads up to 
Gussy's head being held in chancery to his own per s ona 1 chagr ine and 
the a mu sement of the girls on th e tow -path! 

Eventually Gussy announces his ret ireme nt from the par ty - but 
tbe r ight sQ~t of s oft sawder induce s bim to change his m ind: : By the 
time they arrive at Le tcbley Gussy realises that his leg has been 
pulled - but by then the noble anger has abated a nd it i s a re conc iled -
an d merry - party which contin ue s tbe riv er tri p : 

One wonders what Frank Richards would have sai d so long ago 
co uld he have known tha.t his stories would continue to give so mu ch joy 
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for so many years into the future: 
Perhaps in the Elysian shades he gives a quiet smile: 

* * * 

LONDON 

High s ummer at the Greyfriars, Wokingham, residence of Eric 
and Betty Lawrence, where a splendid tea was partaken in the spacious 
garden. Official business was transacted before the tea interval apart 
from a reading from a newsletter of June 1959 describing the Surbiton 
garden party gathering held there. Happy memories, Eric Fayne 
conducted his 'Down You Go' competition, seven rounds being played. 
Two more chapters of Leslie Rowley's Battle of the Beaks story were 
read out by Ray Hopkins leaving a cliff~hanger over until the next meeting, 

Eric Lawrence then had the members busy again with bis Grid 
Quiz. Twelve rounds were played and it was Josie Packman an easy 
winner, by providing five correct answers. 

Two possible library exhibitions re the Frank Richards centenial 
will be at Ealing and Lewes . From the latter place it was pleasing to 
s ee Ron and Kit Beck , and with Madam helping to dispense cups of tea 
and the c9nsuming of the various sandwiches that Aunty Renie helped to 
cut, it was certainly a very jolly meeting for a very fine attendance . 
Suitable thanks were accorded to Eric , Betty and Aunty Renie. 

Next meeting at 71 Olive Road, Cricklewood, London, NW2, 
phone 452 8148 . The hosts Bill and Marjorie Norris , 

UNCLE BENJA MlN 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: Bullseye 41, 89; Surp.rise 3, Film Fun 571; Boys' Magazine 580; Magnet 1400 , 
1403 . Buy/Exchanges . 

SUTTON, 41 SWALECLIFFE AVE., MANCHESTER 23, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED : One Red Magnet Cover - back and front, approx. 1912 or near . State price . 

.JOHN ROBYNS, TREWELLARD, 14 SPRINGFIELD CLOSE 

PHILLACK HAYLE, CORNWAll, TR27 SAH. 
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CA PTAlN CHRISTMAS by S. Gordon Swan 

The many periodicals published in the early years of the 
twentieth century provided their readers with a number of characters 
who are well remembered today; some have even survived into this 
chaotic era, One about whom little has been written in recent years is 
Captain John Christmas, sometimes known as Captain X -- an 
appellation he detested, 

He made his first appearance in PENNY PICTORIAL No. 574, 
dated 28th May , 1910, in a story entitled "The Salvage of the Pelts" , 
under the main heading of "The Exploits of Captain X" . ln the previous 
issue the editor affords this information on the editorial page: 

"Probably the breeziest character who has ever appeared in 
fiction is a brand -new little hero who will make his bow to the public rn 
the s e pages next week. His name is Christmas - - Captain Christm as - -
but in an evil moment s ome joker dubbed him ' Captain Xmas ' for shor t; 
and in a still more evil moment this nickname was further shonene d to 
'Cap tain X' . I say , advisedly, that the moments were evil , becau se 
the man who first , in Captain Christ m as's presence, ven tured to make 
so fr ee with his nam e Eound him self forthwi th in s uch a whirlwind of fury 
that he ne ve r used the nickname again -- at le a st, not when tbe µeppery 
littl e se a - captarn was wit hin earshot. 

" f11e st ori es of t11e exploit s of Captai n X are by Mr . Stace y 
Blake -- already a favourite with re aders of the PENNY PICTORIAL 
and I suppos e la m giv ing away no sec ret whe n l tell you rha.t Ca pcain X 
is a chara cter drawn from real life -- a man with whom Mr . Blak e was 
fortunate en ough to be come very frie ndly during a voyage he made la st 
yea r . . . . ' ' 

A side from the editor's comments , one cannot h.elp suspe cting 
that th e conception of Captain Christmas owed something to Capra.in 
Kettle, the c reation of C . J. Cut clif fe Hyne. Indeed, there must have 
been communi cation between the two au thors, a s Stacey 8lake would 
surely obtain per mission to write "Captain Kettle, Junior", for the 
BlG BUIX, ET . 

The s tories in t he mam dealt wi th dubiou s commissions which 
Christma s unde rtook for the sake of pro viding support for his m other in 
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Grimsby, and how be generally succeeded in turning the tables on his 
shady owners; with gun-running expeditions to South .American republics 
where revolutions were the order of the day. Captain Christmas's 
ventures were not always successful; he was usually the victor in a 
fight, but on one occas ion he was defeaLed because a woman hit him on 
the head with a sp:i.nner . 

Tbe stories continued uninterruptedly until No. 593, put in 
No. 594 Stacey Blake commenced a new series about a girl called Susie 
Sunshine, and Captain Christmas's adventures were temporarily 
suspended. But he made his return in No. 629, of 17th June, 1911 - -
a special Coronation Double No. -- and was heard of again at ime r¥a ls 
throughout the following years . It is worthy of note that , during this 
period, the redoubtable Captain Kettle himself made an appearan ce in 
issue No. 696 of 28th SepLember, 1912. 

When the Great War broke out Captain Christmas rece ived a new 
lease of life . He was in his element grappling with the enemy on tbe. 
high seas and on land , ramming German destroyers and even kidnapping 
the Crown Pr ince who was visiting the United States incognito as a 
"peace" envoy . Incidentally , it ma y be mentioned here tbat the rough 
skipper' s explo it s were a lso reco r ded in the LONDON MAGAZINE, 

In the nine teen -twentie s he wa s revived again in the PENNY 
PICTORIAL and then , in 1927 , s eventeen yea rs a fter he first made his 
bow , he appeared i n the Union Jack in conjunc ti on with Sexton Blake . 
This was in U. J. No, 124 7, "The Case of the Oil Pirates" . (When this 
yarn was repr inted in DETECTIVE WEEKLY No, 327 , of 27th May, 
1939, somebody who could not le t well alone altered his name to 
Captain Flack . ) 

There were two more stories of Captain Christmas in the U. J. , 
these being No. 1273, "Rogues Afloat" , and No. 1274, "The Case of the 
Kaffir King" . I have always thought the last of these tales was the 
swan-song of the famous skipper , but recently , having obtained a copy 
of THRILLER No, 10 , da ted 13th April , 1929 , l find that Captain 
Christmas appeared in tbat story , so that there may have been yet othe r 
tales of him to follow . 

It is doubtful if stories of this character would be acceptable in 
today's world . The captain's remarks about "dagoes" and "yellow half-
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Africans" and bis references to the half-caste populations of some South 
American republics as ''inferior races" would immediately condemn him 
as a racist in this hypersensitive era. Nevertheless, his adventures 
made good reading in their time -- and still do, for that matter. 

• • • • • • • • * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
NELSON LEE WORKING MODELS by R. ]. Godsa ve 

It is an unfortunate habit of mine to browse through a periodical 
backwards. That is to say I commence at the last page and progress 
towards the first. On this occasion it was a monthly periodical called 
the "Essex Countryside" a glossy paper type which I regard as a luxury 
to which 1 treat myself . 

At the top of page 8 towards the end of my browsing were pictures 
of three working models uf early Penny-in-the-Slot machines . The 
"Miser's Dream" and "A Seaside Flirr.ation" were stated to be two of 
the Nelson Lee working models ta ken from the Palace Pier, Brighton, 
and now housed in the Hayba.rn Museum of coin operated bygones at 
Battlesbridge, Essex . 

Having only in the past read of a living Nelson Lee who was the 
defendant in a Police Court case l 1mmedia.tely turned ro page 7 tu find 
out what it was all about. The following is an extract from the 
article -

"There are now som e 50 items including the twelve famous 
Nelson Lee working models fro m Brighton's Palace Pier. 
These took Mr . Lee of Blackpool, 20 years to build, ea c h 
being an individual hand-made masterpie ce. Large clock-
work motors allow 30 operations for each winding," 

The rarity of the forename of Nelson combined with the surname 
of Lee makes one wonder if Mr. Lee ' s parents were influen ced by 
Maxwell Scott ' s Nelson Lee which would be more in line from the date 
point of view thal1 lite publicaLiOll of lhe Ndsun Lee Library in L91S . 

* * • • * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * • * * * * * 
COMING 5001'\; T HE PEARL JUBILEE - the 30th 

Birthdayi - oi COLLEC T ORS' DIGEST 

Edited by Eric Fayne, Exe elsior House, 1 13 Crookham Rd. , Crookham, Nr. Aldemhot, Hants. 
Lltho-dup h cated l,y York Duplicating Services , 12a The Shambles, York . 


