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SPECIAL BUMPER PARCELS: 

25 Gems , Magnets, approx, ! of each , Fair reading copies 
in 1938, 39, 40, all different , £10 post free, Also other 
mags. , U. J, , Detective Weekly, Modern Boys, Lees - you 
name it: My selec tion, 25 for £10, post free (Reading 
copies). Good stock at usual prices. Large coll ection of 
'Penny Dreadfu ls' and "oldies" recently purchased, These 
include - mostly bound, Aldines , Half Holiday, Young Fo lks 
Weekly Budget, Comrades, Bow Bell s, Boys' Herald 1870/ 
80's, Boys' World, Boys' Comic Journal, Boys' of the 
Empire, Bqys' of England, British Boys, Every Boys, 
Young Briton, Harkaway, Boys' Guide, Our Boys' Journal, 
up-to-date Boys, Aldines invention , O'er land and sea, 
!st rate , Robin Hood, T urpin, etc. Many Bret t , Hogarth 
House, etc. 
Sorry, far too many to li st , please state wants or interests. 
Satisfaction always ass ured. 
Eagle (Dan Dare) original artwork availa ble , Viewers 
very welcome almost any time I but please ring first~ 
The visit will be well worthwhile, You'll be amazed: 
All the very best for Xmas and the New Year to my 
customers/friends. 

NoRMAN 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

UPPER NORWOOD 

LONDON, SE19 2HZ 

Tel, 01-771 -9857 

Nearest Station 8. R. Crystal Palace 
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(Th is m a ga t in e i$ pri vatel y ci t<'ub.te d. The repro duc ti on of the co ntents, either wholl y or in 
part , wlthOl O wrill en perm issi on from th e Edito r, is str ictly rorbidde n. ) 

CHRISTM AS 

With the pa ss in g of t ime. everything c hanges . For no pa rticubr 
re a son apart from the fact th at c ha nge for the sa ke of change is pa rt and 
parcel of life for the trendies who , despi te being in th e m ino r ity in this 
cou nt ry, always seem to get the ir own way. 

Ma y this comi ng Chris tm a s, be one of your ha ppiest ever. For 
you , ma y it be,., C hristm a s ro remember joyfully for eve r and a da y. 
Tha t you will e njoy t he best Christ ma s t hat ever wa s i s my wish for you. 

And mc.1y the new Yea r bri ng you pea ce, prosperity, and joy .. 

RE C ORDS 
The re-issue of the F r ank Ric ha r ds re c ord - Flore at Greyfr iars -
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by E. M. I. , m time for Chr istm as, will be welcomed by new boys, who 
will wish to add it to their souvenirs, and by old boys , who have worn out 
their old ones and are deligh ted to repla c e them with new ones. 
Originally iss ued on 3rd December, l 965. it shou ld se ll we ll on its 
seco nd time round. 

Frank Richards is the s tar of the record , and he is superb and the 
only one who matters , Readers of certai n extr acts from his stones do 
not shi ne unduly, while the intervie we r d•.d not know his job as well as he 
mig ht have done , and dwelt too much on the closing years of the grea t 
author 's c areer . But t he gra nd old man hims elf over come s all obstacle s . 
OriginaHy cost ing 32/ -, the new issue is just over £2 - another victim of 
infla tion, 

Speaking of other record s, l wonder how man y of my readers 
remember Broadcast records whic h appeare d in the s hops in the late 
twent ies and ea rl y thirties , T he small er record , whic h had the playi ng 
t ime of the IO·inch record or its day, was l / 3, and the larger record, 
the same s ize as the lO·in ch orthodox but with the playing time of the 
12 ·i nch, was 2/ ·, 

They were exce llent, and I still have a number of them, prese rved 
from those far-of f days . To meet the com petition of Broadcast record s , 
the price of H. M, V . and Columbia records, so Jong soid at 3/· eac h , 
was dropped to 2/ · , 

THAT "PEARLY" ISSUE 

I have been very much moved by the enormous ly warm re ce ption 
given to the Pearl Jubilee Double Numbe r which we publi she d last month 
to ce lebrate 30 years of this magazine. Jn the week followi ng publi cation 
day, J received well over a hundred letters, and they have bee n comi ng in 
eve r since . With deep grat in.tde I thank all those who have written me 
such wonde rful letter s concerning that Nove mber specia J. lt has been 
quite impossible for me to anS\ver everyone who wrote, but the letter s 
have been warmly apprecia ted and will be kept and treasured always. 

TAILPIECE 

I don't often read press reports concerning Westminster . but 
when J do i always thin k of Greyfriars when J r ead of Mr , Skinner, M. P. 
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fo r Bolsover. 
My childh ood Christmases (they had a spe cia l m agic qua lit y a ll 

th eir own 1n those days) are notewo r t hy for t he fact that the bes t Ge m 
Ch ri stmas stor ies were gone whi le the bes t Greyf r iars Christmas yar ns 
were still to come, How I bless th e sec ond - hand bookshop a nd t he book 
st a ll s in the mark e t on Saturd ays. where I could pic k up old, old pa per s 
at 2 a penny. 

A cons ide rab le num ber of r eaders have writt en me co nce r ning 
the fil m •• Anthony Adverse". It is su rp rising tha t so m any have ha pp y 
me mor ies of it , while I myse lf had long forg ott e n eve rything but t he 
title . Let's hope it will turn up on TV one of t hes e days. 

Owing to t he Chr istmas bre a k , we shall g o to press a d ay or two 
e arlier than usua l in Dece mber in order to ass ur e that the January issue 
get s out without too much de lay. lt will help a lot i f c ontri bu to r s , 
repor ters , and advertisers will make sure that the i r "copy" reaches o ur 
ed itoria l office as early as possi ble this month. 

Fina ll y, the Pe arl Jubil ee edition of Coll ecto r s' Digest Annual 
sh ould be out and comi ng your way in December. I hope that it will 
he lp to add ga iety and pleasure to a Very Joyful Chri stmas. 

T HE EDITOR . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . ..... 
~ : l930's Comics . Bubble,, Pla ybox, My f avourite, Mic key Mouse , Sunbeam, 

Pucks 1932, 1933 , Puc k Annuals, Cha mp ion Annual 1937 1 Athletic News, Football Ann ua ls, 

1930 / 31, 1939 / 40, 194 7/ 48. Ca1h or Excha nge . 

HEARN, 20 WlNCATE WAY, CAMBRIDGE . 

~ : Mint co nditio n, How ard Bake r Magnets , No, 18, 22, 24 , w ill ing to pa.y over 

ma rke t pri ce, with i n reason . 

R. G. ARNOW, 83 CANTERBURY TOWER 
ST. M ARK'S STREET, 811\MINCHAM . 

Me rry Xmas a nd Happy New Year to a ll hcbby chum1. Wh en I win t he Pooh I wlll vi:rit y ou 

all. 

M CMAH ON, HOZIER CR£S. 1 TANNOCHSlDE , 
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CHRISTMAS 1926 

Whenever a st range man in black turns up i1t Greyfriars. we kncr.v 
that there is going to be dirt y work at t he cros sro ads, Or tha t som e­
thing sin i st er is in the au . 

The latest man in black is a Mr , Poynrngs who comes to see 
Coke r in the first story of a new serie s in the Mugnet: "Co ker on the 
War ·Pa th". Tl".e Famous Five see Mr , P. on h.Jf. way to the school, anc: 
his be aky nose is unforgett a ble . Mr, Poynings 1s the s ecre t ary of 
Coker 's Uncle Henry. and Mr, P. tells Coker ttl.t h1s uncle is Ill and 
advises Horace not to go homf! for Chri stma s . And Coke r boots out 
Mr. Poynings. 

When the Fumous F1ve are on th e way bi.ick to Gr eyfriar s from 
Cliff House , it starts to rain har d .:tnd t hey tr y t.u ge t she lter at a lone ly 
bunga lmv, The owner drive:-; the m away, but nut before the boys have 
recognis ed the man :.is Coker' s visuo r. 

l'\ext week , in " Miss.mg F rom Sc hoo]". Coker Si:ives Bob Cherry. 
who has fa llen rn a swo ll en stre, 1111. And then Coker disappe..ir tio. Aunt 
Judy tur ns up tu as k l"oker's fn cnds 10 stay on ,It sc hool i n th e holiday-s. 
and loo k for Coker . T he F.imou~ rive ..1gree • bm Porte r and Gree ne 
~1 re nol h.1vin~ a ny • 

. ~x1. ,1 luveh t:1lr1:-:tm,1.~ Numbe r , "The Pr isoner or the Blmg"Jow·· 
rn wtud1 th e:: F .1:11vu :- 1-'tv~ fC!'on,c Coker', who has been kidnapped by 
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Poynings and held in the bungalow. And the l'ive go home for Chris tm as 
with Coker to Holly House. But the uncl e is in Poyning s's power, a nd 
afraid to kick the man out. Mr. Coker helped a lawbreaker to escape 
from the poli ce , and Poynings hold s a letter wh ich shows what Uncle 
did . F inally "Co ke r' s Chris tmas Part y" , in whi c h Bunte r turns up and 
tries to gate-crash the party . And he s pots Poyning s putting poison in 
Mr . Coker 's medicine. So, at last , Poyni ngs is kicked out , the shado ws 
are lifted , and eve rybody - including &inter - is set for a merr y 
Chris tmas. 

I loved this series . Of course, the same plot has been used 
bef ore more than once, but somehow it all comes ove r jolly well. A 
grand month of Greyfria rs stories. 

The Chri stmas mails were delayed this ye ar by a lightning s trik e 
of 600 temporary workers in the London so rting - offic e s. Luc kil y it was 
quickly se ttled . 

Two excellent ta les in the Sc hoolboys' Own Library. " Billy 
Bunter ' s Christmas Pudding " is especially good , with Bunter seei ng a 
phantom pud fixed up by Wun Lung. More seriou s is "The Boy From 
Nowhe re" in which a mysterious boy, just li ke Smythe in appearance, 
t urn s up at Rookw ood . 

The shilli ng Monster contains " The Ghost of Bannington Grange", 
an e xci ting tale about one Christmas with the St. Fr ank's boys. 

I feel a bi t asha m ed, in a way, but I just can 't like the Chr is tma s 
seri es which has run o ver the four weeks of the month in the Gem . It 
has ghosts and a Chr i stmas party and a spoo ky mans ion on the edge of a 
cliff in Devonshire with a hundred ste ps going down to the haunted caves. 
but somehow everything se em s co be wrong for the ki nd of Gem Christmas 
that we have been used to. The leading c harac ter is Kit Wild rake, whom 
everybody, even the auth or , calls just Kit a ll t he way throu gh (the real 
Mar tin Cli fford nev er d oes that) . And there is his rough cow boy uncle, 
Buck Whipc or d, who i s the host of a party . Perhaps it doesn't seem 
right for cowbo ys to be giv ing a ghostly Chris tmas party i n a n old 
Devonshire m ansi on high up on the c liff s overlook ing the wild sea waves . 
Th e ti tl es of the series are "The Man from t he llootleg Ranch" , "T he 
Ghost of Dre re Manor" , "T he Mark of t he Hawk" an d "The Secret of the 
Hundred Step s". Maybe the plot isn' t all t hat bad. It might be all 
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right as a se parate tale about differe nt characte rs. It could be that it' s 
just as a St. Jim's se ries it's all wr ong. But the Macdonald cl iff 
pictures are lovely, 

I love gomg to the pic tures, and 1926 has given us a very s ucce ss ­
ful new Briti sh film producer. His nar.le is Alfred Hitchc ock, and this 
yea r he has produced two excell ent fil ms named "The Plea sure Garden" 
and "The Lodger", 

And I mustn't forget what I have seen mysel f at the cinema th.is 
mont h, There has been IJebe Dan iels in "The Splendi d Crime " , Adolphe 
Menjou in "The Gr and Duche ss and the Waiter", Syd Chaplin in "Oh : 
What a Nurse:" , Lon Chaney in "T he Blackbir d", and May McAvoy and 
Pat 0' Malley in "My Old Dutc h" . 

The Nelson Lee has gone on with the series about the Honou r 
System at St , Frank's , In "All the Fun of the Fa ir" , Fullwood must 
find £20 to pay a debt of honour , and Handforth tr ie s to help by going to 
a fair and runn ing a vegetable·and· fr uit shy . Next month in "Uncle 
Handforth ", Handy, still t ryi ng to hel p Fullwood , turns up as Uncle 
Juli an from the Argentin e. The las t s tory of the serie s is "The Remove 
on the Warpath". Fullwoo d, with the shadow of the sac k over him, di~ ­
appears from St. Frank's. Nelson Lee takes a hand, wit h the Remove, 
and they raid the ga mbling den in Banoington. 

The Chr istmas Number is ve ry late in the month, and the opening 
story of the new se ries is "The Spe ct re of Haodforth Towe rs" , And the 
place i s nothing li ke the boys and t he Moor View girls expect ed. It's 
tumb ledow n and gh0st ly · and the re ar e plen ty of thrills in thi s 
Chris tmassy fare . 

Chri s tmas in the Popular has been the re a l thing , but what a glu< 
of wic ked secreta ries there is thi s Decembe r. The St . Jim's s tor y is 
the one about Mr , Bloore tr ying to poiso n off Lord Eas twood , and the 
Rookwood one is about Mr. Spencer who has s tolen Mr. Silver's 
Rembrandt . So , with Bloore, Spencer, and Poynings , we have a 
Te rrib le Trio wuh a vengeance. The Greyfria rs one is about Ha rr y 
Wharton carry ing a preciou s pac ket to Scotl and for Mr. Kf'rr, the fathe r 
of the St, Jim' s chap , The Popular is so very good , 

My brot her Doug gave me che new Hohd&y Annual for Chr1otmas, 
and it is fine , right through from Mr. Macdonald's love ly cover to the 
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last story in the book which tells of the a r rival of Nugent Minor at 
Greyf-riars . There is a Wodehou se sto ry and a Cedar Creek story , 
plus a specially ·written tale about Bunte r runn ing away from Greyfriars 
and land ing himself fir s t at St. Jim 's and then at Rookwood . Ir' s great 
fun . The re 1s an old story of St , Jim's m wluch Lo rd Eastwood gives 
Gussy a d.e que book, and a Rookwood story about rivalry with Bags hot 
Schoo l . ! like most of the book very much . 

Chr istmas Day thi s year was on a Satu rday . On the Tuesday 
after Chns cmas we all went up to the London Palladium LO se e the 
pantomime "Aladdin" . My Gran and Auntie Gwen were with us for 
Ch ristmas , and Gran pa id for the seats for the panto mime, though she 
did not go w1th us herself . To go out to a show like tha t would be too 
much for her now, but s he loved to see us go off to enjoy ourselves . 
Cla rke Mayne was Aladdin . 1 li ke her very much indeed . She sang 
several new popular songs, two of them being "What'll 1 Do?" and" Me 
and Jane 10 a Plane" . Char les AJ s t1n was Mother Twankey, and Bra ns by 
William s was the wick ed unc..le, Abanazer . lt was a lovely show. 
After it was over, we went in the Lyons Tea Shop next to Oxford Ci rcu s 
Statio n and had a nice meal before we went on the Underground to 
Charing Cross to ca tch our train home . 

(EDITOR IAL C OMMENT : S.O . L. No. 41, "Billy Bunter's Chrittmas Pudding", comp ri sed 

the Christmas Double Num ber or the Mag:nr:t in 1909 plus a few chapt r:ts of the actual Ch ristmas 

st ory of a month latr:r. The double number story wa, ma inly about the blackmailing of 

M. Charpentier, plus a stran ger c ast up on the beach . The sequences ab out the pharuom 
pudding may have been slipped in to t he story for th e sake of Christmas, which was ~i ll many 

weeks awa y. The c ove r picture: er Bunte, i.n bed , gulng at the ghostly pudding, is one of the 

mos t famous of a ll Creyfriars covers, and appeared macy limu. In the S.O. L. cover, it was 
reversed, with Bunter gating f rom left to right instead of right to left i n :h e original. Like the 

Sove re ign's head is rtversed on postage stamps when a new King or Queen com es to the throne, 

The Rookwood story, S. O . L. No. 42 , ''The Soy from Nowhe re" was dlscwsed recently by 
Roger Je:nkias in our pages, It comprised the Clar e-Smythe-Muffin series, four tales of earl y 

1920 in the Boys' Fr iend, plus a slightly earlier lingle: tal e popped on in the froot as make­

we:ight. 
T he Mr. Bloore story ap peared originally in the Cem near Christm.a s 1921. Th e Mr. 

Spencer Rookwood nory futurcd in the 6oys1 Friend at Chr istmas 1922. Thr: Harry Wbart on :1 

Trw:t story was fint 11:1 the Magnet at Ch ristmas 1920. ft fitted snug ly into two U:sue.s of the 
Popular, a s it had .actudly be en written as two separate stories for the Greyfrlan Boys' Herald, 

switched into 1;he Magnet a fter Greyf ri an bad finished in the Herald,) 
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t>LAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

My operung rem a rks are s hort this month as Blakiana is a bi t 
longer than usua l , so all l will sa y is thank you for all the mat e r ia l which 
has been sent to me this yea r and to take this opportunity of wishing 
everyone a Happy Christ mas . 

MYSTERIES OF THE DETECTIVE WEEKLY by Jos ie Packman 

Rece ntly whils t sea rc hing through some Detec tive Weeklie s for a 
bit of inJormati on l disc overed an error among those listed in the Sexton 
Blake Catal ogue. l decided to check up on them all and publi sh a new 
list in Blakiana for people to ame nd their Catalogues , I have most of 
the Detect ive Weeklies from No. 251 when the reprints began, to the la s t 
one No. 379, so set about the ta s k of checking the storie s with the aid of 
my collection of Uruon Jacks and S. B. L' s, 

Before star tmg 1 must say that m mv opinion ch1s was one of the 
worst deception s perpetra ted by the old Amalgamated Press . F rom th<, 
way the selecti on of mles was made and what was done to chem, it looks 
as if someone Just stuck a pin in a li s t of them here and the re and che 
resu lting select ion passed over to the office boy to rewrite . In 
compari ng the ori g inals wit h the reprint s l found some dreadf ul hashes 
had bee n made. For inst ance, in the Dr. Sau ra serie s two Union Jack 
ta les had bee n used for the one issue of the Detective Weekly . Not 
surp ri s ingly qui te a bit of ea ch story had been cut out . 

By shee r chance anothe r mystery was solve d . I was sorting out 
a few Thrill er Librarie s for one of my borrowers when l came acr oss a 
ta le by G. H. Teed which stru ck a cord, l had been reading so many of 
the Detective Week ly stories that I remembered the South Amer ican 
names used and these al so appear ed in Thrill er Library No, 519 called 
The Plunder of Santa Maria and published m Janu ary 1939. The D. IV. 
tale was called "Don Rico 's Million s " and dated April 1939. Sexton 
Blake d id not appea r in the Thriller tale . whe reas a few chapter s had 
been ins e rted in the Detec tive Weekly one co introduce Sexton Illake. 
The myst er y is. one wonder s why go to a ll tills tro uble when suc h a 
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wealth of tales were at hand !or use. Was it really necessary to reprint 
a tale in April 1939 which had appeared in another paper as r ec ently as 
January 1939, The mind really boggles::: 

Another tale by G. H. Teed D. W, 265 ca lled Limehouse Loot 
would appear to have been written as a sequel to his last original story 
in the S, B. L. No. 608 in which Dr . Rymer was supposed to have died 
in t he fire at Abbey Tower s. The date of the S. B. L. was January 1938 . 
Tha t of the D. W. sto ry March 1938, The r eal mystery is why wasn't 
the sequel published in the S. B. L. Maybe it was one of Teed 's 
unfini shed manuscripts and some one else just finished it off . Most of 
the minor chrracters were unknown, not Teed's usual sma ll time 
crimi nal s . I am afraid this is a mystery which even Sexton Blake could 
not solve. 

Another mystery which J have rea son to think is now solved, is 
the short Blake story in D. W. No, 268, called The Riddle of the Fake 
Clues. Incredible as it may see m I fee l certain it is a short story from 
a "Penny Pictorial" called "Th e Murder of Morton Green", T he name 
in the D. W. tale is Morton Geen , The name is too similar to be a 
mere coi nc idence, If anyone has a copy of Penny Pictorial No. 649 
perhaps the y would be kind enoug h to confi rm this for me . 

D. W. No. 355 a Plummer tale is obvious ly a reprint of an ear ly 
Plummer st ory by either Michael Storm or Norman Goddard whic h 1 am 
unable to trace as I do not possess all the early Union Jacks . Perhaps 
someone who has may be able to tra ce it. This is the story in whic h 
Plummer poses as an American detective called Ezra G, Turley and 
tales a fla t in Baker Street opposite Blake' s own r esi denc e, The Green 
Eye of Banyah is a price less eme r ald. Does any Blake fan remembe r 
the tale? 

The remaining tale s which I have not been able to trace any 
origina l ones for a re D. W. Nos, 253, 255, 267, 276 , 280, 290, 328 and 
376. Maybe they were original tales but I doubt it , Maybe someo ne 
can come up with the answers to many of these mysteries of the 
Dete ct ive Weekly. 

AMENDED UST Of DETECTJVE WEEKLIES CONTAINING SEXTON BLAKE TALES 

OW 251 S. B. l. 377 2nd .series 
253 No trace 

ow 255 
257 

No trace 

S. B. L. 406 2nd series 
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ow 259 U ,J, 1101 DW 324 S.B, L. 218 2nd se-rles 

26 1 U.J. 1102 325 No t race 

263 S. B. L. 163 !st se ries 326 LI.J 's 1350 ar:id 1359 

265 Sequ el to S, B. L. 608 327 U,J . 124 7 

266 U.J. llO i 328 No t rac e 

267 No tr-ace 329 S. B.L. 247 2nd u ·rlH 

268 Penny Pictoria l 649? 332 U,), 1230 

269 S , B. L. 269 2nd ,e r ies 333 S . B, L. 272 2nd series 

271 S ,B.L. 294 2nd seri es 334 U. J, 1240 

273 U.J 's 1365 a nd 1366 335 S. B, L. 271 2nd ser ies 

276 No trace 336 U. J. 1221 

278 U. J's 1206 and 1209 337 U. J. 1252 

280 No trace 338 U . J. 129 1 

282 U,J, 1211 339 S. 8 . L. 267 2nd seri es 

284 No trace 340 U.J . 1222 

286 U.J. 121; HI U,J. 1296 

288 U. ) . 1400 342 U,J. 1262 

290 No t race 343 U, J, 1216 

292 U.J, 1248 344 No trace 

294 S, B,L, 317 2nd.seri~ 345 U,J . 1300 

296 U. J. 1249 346 U,J. 59 1 

298 5. B. I .. 265 2r.d series 3'7 U. J. 5 11 

'JOO U,j's 1250 .ind 1251 348 U,J, 476 A. Blair 

302 No trac e 349 U.J. 468 

304 U, J, 1523 350 U,J, 644 

306 U. J. 1326 35 1 U, J. 485 

308 S, 8, L, 293 2nd series 352 U,J , 472 A. MWTay 

310 U. J . 1289 353 U. J. 475 N. God dard 

311 U,J, t2 9i 354 U.J. 492 

312 S. B.L. 250 2nd suies 355 No trac e 

313 u.J. 1312 356 U. J. 478 

314 S. B.L. 291 2nd series 357 U.J. 495 

315 S. B. L, 285 2nd series 358 U. J. 459 N . Goddard 

316 U, J, 1327 359 No tn.ce 

317 No trac e 3(,() U, J, SSS 

318 No trac e 36 1 No tra c e 

319 U.J . 1293 362 U. J. 498 

320 U.J. 12&5 363 U.J. SI 4 A. Murra y 

32 1 Thriller 5 19 , J.1n. !939 364 U. 1. 334 M. Storm 

322 U. J. 130 1 365 U.J. 594 

323 S. B. L. 231 2nd sates 366 U.J. 509 
" See p•g~ 13 
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DW 361 U.J. 507 DW 37< U.J. 654 
368 U,J, 342 M . Storm 375 No t race 
369 U.J. 567 J. W, Bobin 376 No trace 
370 U .J . 525 A, Muttay 377 U. J. 620 
371 U. J. 518 378 U, J, 1104 
372 U .J . 1276 379 No trace 
373 u .J . 1242 

330 ~2/3 1219 331 

TO RUSSIA WITH LOVE by Bill Li s ter 

Nosta lgi a - I'm full of it. It is no good looking at me with a 
s lightl y superci li ous glint in your eye and saying" Nos ta lgi a" as if to 
put me off , I' m full of it, br imming ove r wit h it , exceeding ly gl ad of 
it . You can supply me with huge doses of it if you so wish , l reve l in 
it and why not? may J as k. 

Talk ing of nosta lgia, a delightfu l li ttle book came my way 
recently , en tttled " Five Year s After" fust publis hed in 1906 and this 
copy in 1919 fa irly br eat hes , oozes and ove rfl ows with th is nosta lgia . 

"'F ive Years After " has a full Chri s tma s se tt ing weatherw is e . 
Cold winds, fros t and snow with Churc h bells ri nging out over the snow 
cove red hills and dales . " Proba bly"' says the editor , "'the mo s t popul ar 
Chris tmas novel that has eve r bee n written, it was later dram atise d a nd 
played in theat res a ll over England. (Ver y t rue, see footno te by J. P, ) 

Shades of East Lynn, Murde r in the Red Barn and Sweeny T odd , I 
am oid enough to have seen these plays on stage and scree n and for 
wicked squ.1res, heartb roken maiden s and equally heart broken lovers to 
say nothing o f penniless tenants bemg turned out of t heir homes " Five 
Years After" takes the biscui t . l would love to have seen it on the 
stage . I really would; Look at it t his way, if yo u have not felt a cold 
shi ve r go down your sp1ne while viewing Sweeny Todd, etc . , or wept 
buc ke ts as the cur tain dropped on Ea st Lynn you really have not lived , 
nostalg ia or no nostalgia. 

For 0 , B. B. C~ ent rusiasts howeve r, "Five Years After" is a must . 
It si:ars Sexto n Blake, Tinker and Pedro (to think I misse d seein g it on 
the stage brea ks my hear t ), however through the kind auspices of t he 
Josie Pac kman Librar y, at least I have been able to read a ll about it, in 
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ract, I have read u , hence this artic le. Defore I go further make sure 
you have a large handkerchief ready , if you are very sentimen ta l ma ke it 
a towel, l would not li ke to think that (ail ing tears had dam aged your 
Chri stm as C. D. 

Our cover depicts a harrowing scene, one that is des cribe d in the 
opening c hapter s . !?efore your very eyes you s ee the villain (the square) 
in all his s ple ndour . a top hat , longtai led coat, walkin g cane - re al class, 
No he's not called Jas per but Marm aduke - Marmaduke Lovell , and ~ve n 
if he does die in the ope ning chapter s you will remember him the rest of 
your lif e . There he s tands unmoved , as the poor unfort unate trio, fa ther 
mother and son ar e bei ng turne d out of their home (heavily mort gaged to 
the squi re) the home of the family for over 300 year s and now I kicked out 
on Chr istmas Eve. T he old father dang ling hJs V. C. m front of Squire 
Marmaduke's face. "l won ch.is for saving your life squire and thi~ i~ 
your gratitude . " l don' t r eally know which wa r tills happened in , could 
not have been so recen t as the South African War seei ng the s tory w~ ~ 

wri tten by W. M Graydon in 1906, Both men wc,~d have l:een too o)d , 
Do you think this sof te ns the squire 's t-.eart~ Not on your 

Marrnaduke ::md so our hapless tr io Lrudge , heads howed with grief , i nto 

the s now towards a broken-dow n 1 roof-l eaking c ottage a k.tnd neighbo ... r 
had let them have. "Begone" shou ts the Squire. br and ishing his s( ick, 
"don't let me see your faces again" . 

Allow me to paus e whJle l remove tbe lump in my throat , I find 
1 cannot go on, I'm so overcome , l will let the author ta ke over . 

" In the wr etched little cottage. a shon distance from the village. 
co wluch they had c rept like hunted anima ls . sat the three rnnocen t 
vict im s of Squire Love U's wrat h. (Everyone was fr igh tene d of the 
Squir e 's wrath in thos e days . ) Crushed by the blow they had been 
simng thus for a coup le of hour s, too misera ble to s peak . From the 
comfor t of Hall Far m they had come to t hJs rickety abo de which a tr.mp 
might have scorned, the roof leaked badly , the wa ll s were damp and the 
stone floors full of ruts . " 

Well t here you are, pen nile ss , foodless. hopele ss and of al i 
times on Chr ist rr:as Eve , However. Dad Blackburn still has his gun and 
out he goes into the s nowy fro sty moonlit night to see if he can sh oo, ,:1. 

har e for their Chri stmas dinner (and jolly good luck to him I say). Now 
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back to Marmaduke - he is to be found dead on Christmas Day and bad 
as he is 1 cannot help feeli ng sorry for him ; who wants to die on 
Christmas Day e ither naturally or by being "bumped off'. 

Now you can see the plot of our story getting under way, poor ol d 
Dad Olackburn out with a gun on Christmas Eve and the wicked Squire 
found dead on Christmas Day . Look's like Dad i s going to get the 
blame for it , I mea n , look at the motive . Dad has every reaso n to 
dispo se of the villain~ They c all it circums tanti al evi dence or so me­
thi ng . However, luck changes for our down and out V.C . hero and his 
family because at thi s point Sexto n Blake , Tinker and Pedro appear on 
the sce ne and you instinctively know that right will t riumph, but as I 
have only drawn on the first two chapter s there is a long way to go ye t 
befo re you breathe a sig ht of reli ef . 

ln case my reader has fall en off his chair laughing at the mere 
mention of thi s hum- d inger of an old - fashioned me lodrama, may l point 
out that there were such Squires in the distant past and huge bar onia l 
type dwelling place s, unfor tunate ly side by sid e with Dad Blackburn's 
leaking candlelit cottage , 

By the way 1 a m told that in Russia the works of Charles Dic ke ns 
are very popular . The natives of that country still having the idea that 
the school s and orphanages and the boys c limbing up the chim ney s to 
sweep them are just the same today. U that is so anyone who could 
translate our " F ive Yea r s After" starring Sexton Blake , Tinker , Pedro 
and suppo rting cas t of villainous aquires and hapless evicted tenants . 
sidewalk vendors and matchsellers , published in the Sexton Blake 
Library No, 105 in 1919, into the Russian language, should make a 
fortune. 

Foo tnote , Th is story was origina lly published 1n Union Jack No. 165 
1n December l 906. The play waa first performed at the old Cr own 
Theatre, Peckham, London , SE15 on 24 February, 1908 , Details are 
1n the Supplemen t of the Sexto n Blake Catalogue , J. P, 

Merry Xmas t:> one and all. Sri11 WANTED; Nebon Lees, o/s 114 , 144. 
JO~ and WINIFRED GUNN 

65 WALTON GARD ENS, GRANTHAM . 
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Nelson L ,, Column 
A LETTER FROM ST. FRANK'S by Jim Cook 

gaudeamus igicur 

"Don't Jet tum taste it - he might like it:" scr eamed Nick 
Tro twood when Tom Burton offered Fatty Little what looked li ke an 
unusu ally sha ped jarr. ta rt. Jimmy Little's weight is st ill a prob !em to 
his study mares . 

Everybody m the Junior Common Room joined in the Laughter at 
the look on Fatry's face as Burton quickly withdrew his pres ent . Whether 
the stoutest junjor at St, Frank's would have survived T om Burton's 
mys terious pastry will never be known for it was never seen again . 

The weather was cold a nd wet out side, and the prospec t for 
tomor row's important football match with Helmford wi:i.s in t he balan~e. 
The ground on Litt le Side was alread y unde r water from the heavy ra in s . 
T he thought s in the minds of the Ju nior XI had somehow sp read co the 
rest of the juniors, and an air of en nui had settle d on them . 

Thu s when Burton entered holdi ng s omething on a plate which ht 
pla ced in from oi Fatty, Trocwood' s cry of alarm create d a spark oi 
interest and the junio r s wo ke up sudde nly. 

The incident went to s how how very short we are t hese days of 
jollity . Until that moment before Burton came into the roo m the scen e 
was a very dismal and unhappy one ; yet a simple action suc h as I saw 
exemplified the need for a n uplift w hen in the throes of the doldrums . 

So I made a tour of the college and interviewed seniors and 
juni or s, a lso masters and even domestics, and made notes of their 
remarks se lec ting those that will perhaps bring a smile to those of you 
who are weary and heavy laden . 

J do not guara ntee the origin of these remarks since some ar e 
based mainly on hear say , For insta nce, Reggie Pitt to ld me that he 
overheard Berna rd Forres t and Gore-Fear c e conversing in t he village and 
Forrest suddenly saying he had left a ll hi s money in hls study , Gore­
fearce shrug ged, " What are you worr ied about ? We're bot h here • • , " 

I guessed Bill y Nati on would trot out a proverb or saying and 1 
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was rig ht when he said: "A c ritic 1s a man who expects miracle s . " I 
am st . ..11 thi nking abou t that. 

Fr om Nipper I got: "Diplomacy i s to do and say the nastiest 
thmg m the nicest way . " He should know: 

Archie Glent horne. "There i s no pleasure in having nothing to 
do; the fun is in having lots to do and not doing it." 

I wanted a short ext ract from a Trackett Grim sto ry fr om 
I landfor:h tiut he wouldn ' t part with it, 

I £eked Fatty Little late r to give me Ills opinion on life in general. 
H1s co mment was: "There is no love s incerer than the love of food . ·· 

Solomon Levi: "In conver:1ng Jews to Chri st ians, you raise the 
price of pork . " How true, Solly: 

1 r&n intc Clar ence Fellow s in the West House and aske d lum to 
make a comm ent on his study mate , Timothy Tucker . I didn' t want a 
diaserta t ion from T . T , on poli tic s. Fello ws obliged wi th: "That ma n 's 
5i !en.:e is ·,vor.derful to listen to." Before Fe ll cws co ntinued in rhyme 1 
took off. 

I expec ted Johnny Onions to say s ometlung concerning circus life . 
''The fir s!: one to ca tch a ci rcus ma lie i s a bo}r• " 

Tommy Wats on: '' h mast be grea t to be rlct. and let the other 
fellow keep up appearance s, " Sir Mont ie take note : 

I sh ould tlunk Tomm y remmd s lumself of this quotati on each 
ri me he pass es the Moat Hollow. 

It seemed to me there was a conspiracy among the bOys to throw 
q~otatio ns at me each time J as ked them to contribute a piece for the 
annual . At least, it appeared to me r.he1r answers wer e quotat ions; 
they had that rhyt hm s o fam ilia r in proverbia l sayings. 

So I approached one of those junior s that never seems to figure in 
any of the rec orded e vent s at St. Fra nk's. I ran into Terence O'Grady 
as he was emergi ng fro m Study No. 8 in the Modern House, Here , 1 
:hought , 1 would get something enti rel y diffe rent • , • per~ap s a glimpse 
of ln sh humo ur . And O'Grady willingly obliged . An Irishman answers 
the phone : " ls that Dublin Two -T hre e-Double Four?" " No, sorry , th.is 
1s Dublin Two-Three-Four Four. " 

"O h , s or ry to di st ur b you." "That ' s all ri ght , I had to answ er 
the phone anway, it was ringing." 
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And: Q , How do you confuse an Irish labourer ? 
A, Show him two shovels and tell him to take his pick , 

Phew: 
Hussi Ranj i Lal Kahn obliged in a s imilar stra in when he told me 

he was "u nanJmou s of the opinion schoolwork sho uld be more joyf ul , " 
Afte r that I inte rviewed some of Dr , Stafford 's staff . Mr , 

Crowe ll , the Rem ove master, who quoted, "A diligent scholar, and the 
master is paid. " 

M.r. BarnabyGoo le, Housema ster East House, who is very care ­
ful what he eats , "Tell me what you eat, and I will tell you what you 
are ," I did not tell him wha t l ate, 

Mr. Pagett, the Fifth form master decli ned to be associated with 
old boys' magazi nes : 

Mr. Horace Pyecraft, Four th for m master: who, look.mg at my 
notes observe d , "Don't you believe in sayings; they are all made by men, 
for their own advantage." 

You may remember Mr. Stockdale, the Modern House master, is 
an artis t of no mean ability, so I asked him to say som ething about his 
hobby. "L ike the Gree k gods, a rtists are only revealed to one another , " 
he quoted. Exeunt your correspo ndent. 

An inscnpuon on the wall in Dr . Stafford's st udy says: "A clear 
desk is a clear conscience , '' 

There is a popular belief that professors are brainy people . 
Until I tried to interview Professor Tucker, the scien ce master, I shared 
that .belief . All I got from the professor was a discourse on the 
possibility of life on the pla net s , An odd man the professor , 

That strange man of all trades, Phipps, enlightened me on a 
point I had nourished for ma ny years. He asked me to include in this 
letter the fact that "a man Can serve two masters" . 

From Mr. Nelson Lee. 
" My contribution is to ask your readers to follow my fight against 

crlme , The cr iminal has advanced his methods from the old days when 
burglars were dep icted carrying a swa g bag and a jemmy . Now today, 
arch c riminal s like Zingrave, cross swords with the law with a disturbing 
equality of skill; but altho ugh virtue is not always triumphant , the old 
tag that crime doesn't pay is in our favour ." 
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T he Rev , Goodc hild : "Abs it Invidia ." 
Larry Scott , the Wes t House junior: "It is a sm to tell a lie ." 

At one period of my v1sit to St. Frank 's I ran into Lo rd 
Dorrunore . He wishes to be remembered to you all . He complained of 
rhe lac k of unexplored areas in th.is shnnkmg world . H1.s opm1on i s that 
t he fut ure of the worl d Iles in the stars. Old Umlosi couldn ' t have put 
1t becter~ 
Ralp h Le s lie Fullwood offered the following advice: 

"A young gamble r will become an old beggar." 
Old Josh Cuttel , the School porcer and gua rdi an of the lodge gates : 
"Ask me." 

l was inter-e s ted to know what Yung Ching, the Chinese junior in 
t he West House , would give me for my letter , He told me he had just 
di~c overtd the meanmg of the term "Chinama n" 1n cricket . He was 
very p;eased co mform me that the name der:vea from the Chines e bowler 
Ellis Ac hong , who played for the West Ind ies. and who pracused this kmd 
of bo\\,iing . although he was not the first to do s o. A moment of nauona! 
f>IJ.de f.:>r Ch.i.ng~ 

! t'f!li I Jt.1.Sl cou :dn t om.it the gut s of The Moor View . and 
.::n~o~nte .ti!ig three m Belhon Lane, who tur ne d out to be Ire ne !St Co . , 
then commen~s are hereby me ntioned . 

"A, 1t ,s generally a ssumed I have • soft spot for Te d Handforth, 
l WJ.U admi t it . " Irene Manners. 

Dor :_s Berkeley would hke to advern .se her opinion of Joan 
J'drr.i.nc. "Joan Tarrant is a flzg1g and l don't ca re who knows it : .. 
Regg1e P,t: please ex plai n the mean ing of a F1zgig, And Marjo ri e 
Temple havmg spo tted Archie Glenthorne m the offing had no comme nt, 

To ro l!nd off 1 huvf; Mary Jane Potte r , dome stic , servant and cook 
at St~ Frank's, to make the fmal remark . 

"To enj oy your pleasure proper you've got to earn i t , " 

• .,. .. .. " .. .... • .. "' ~ • .. .. .• . .. • ' "' • "' • * "' 
WANTED GREATlY : Magnets · IOSS, 995, 985 , 951 , 949 , 948, 902 , a:idsome below . A4 o 
BuUser :s. Pi.:.:base or ~fagnets below 700 as exchange5. Seaso~ts Greet ir:.gs to all Hobby 

J, de FREITAS 
648 STUD RD., SCORESBY, V!CTORJA, AUSTRALIA 3179, 
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DO YOU REMEMBER? by Roger M. Jenkin s 

No. 138 - "Billy Bunter' s Chr istmas Pany" 

The fi rst Gr eyfriars Chris tm as s tory to appea r after the war, 
"Billy Bunter's Christmas Party" re cei ved an ent hus ias tic welc ome when 
Skilt on 's publi shed it in the winte r of 1949 - indeed, they explained at the 
back of the book that the enor mous demand coupled with a shortage of 
paper had led to some ea rlier stories going out of print . The long seri e s 
of Bunter books was just gett ing under way , and goodwill abounded , 

Bunter's Uncle Car te r had installed himself at Tanke rt on Ha ll 
near Fo lkestone, and wanted Bunter to brin g a lar ge pa rt y with him for 
Chris tmas. lt was no sec ret to the reade r that it was really an expensive 
boarding house (cha r ging two and a half gui neas a day, a pr ince ly sum in 
those days) , but Bunter conc ealed t his fact fr om the Famous Five and 
SquiIT, who were ra ther mystified by remarks about extr as and thi ngs 
having to go down, Billy and Bessie got a fre e holiday on the strength of 
the six guests in questio n and, although this was quite in c haracter, it 
was a bit of a myster y to know what had happened to the supposed wealth 
of the Carter family. In the 1938 Magnet ser ie s, Uncle Joseph Carter 
was supposed to have been th inking of leaving £50, 000 to Bunter , but 
Uncle Humphrey Ca n er , the lessee of Tankerton Hall , seeme d to have 
little mo ney to spare. 

Naturally , this was only a minor as pect of the s tory . There 
were two main themes running through the book - Sir Hubert Tan.kerton, 
now a garage proprieto r , and his searc h for the hidden hoard of bank · 
not es (£50 , 000 again ) which his mise rly gr andfather. Sir Julius, had 
hidden before he died; and the myste rious hauntings at the Halt , the 
gho st who had sca red away a series of Uncle Carter' s gue s ts , Of 
course , there were many seasona ble touches, such as the groans heard 
in the Oak Room and the white face s een at the window dur ing a snow· 
storm on the evening of Christmas Day , Needle ss to say , there were 
no cr it ica l voices raised in 1949 when suc h traditional Yuletide fare was 
offered . 

Neve rtheles s , it seems obvious now that this st ory was not the 
equal of the famo us Magnet Chri stmas es of the pas t. It is easy to say 
that the Bunter books lacked the sheer zest and flair and sty le of the 
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earlier Gre yfriar s stones , but there 1s more to n chan that. The 
l~ nte r books were about three times the length of the ave rage Magne t , 
bUl becau se they were written as one continuous story they lacked the 
rhythm ica l ri se and fall of tension chat was poss e s sed by each number 
rn a Magnet seri e s. When I hinted :is muc h to Charle s Hamilton in 
! 95 4. he wrot e back to me as iollows : "I tllink there 1s no doubt that the 
best ston es appeared after the old pape r ceased to be red. Many 
reade rs have told me so , and 1 agree with them . that the later t he 
Magnet , the better: and the sa me app lie s to the books , which in my 
opinion are well ahead of anything that appeared in the wee kly numbers. 
On the other hand, there was suc h scope in the old pape r . . .. a ser ie s 
might run to twelve issues, which did give Frank Richards room to 
move:" I did not expe ct him to agree wit h me complet ely, but there is 
no doubt that he did s hare so me of my hanke r ings after the glorie s of 
the past , . ... .. ............ .. " " "" ........ .. . - .... . . 

LET'S BE COl:\TlW VERS LAL 

No,]~· SO MA:--'Y CHR!STMASES 

fhere were so many Chns tmas e s in the Magne t , and u c ould be 
argued that the best of them were spe nt at Wharton Lodge . The Lodge 
forged it s own espec ial corne r rn t he se ntime ntal hearts of re aders . 

The Magnet' s fir st Chris tmas holi day was spent at Wha rton 
Lodge - and the seco nd , Curiously enough, they were fa r from being 
memorable Yuletides. In fact , ther e was no memorab le Chri s tma s t ide 
in the whole of the red Magnet period , 

The fi r st Chri stmas at Wharton Lodge was dated after Chr i stmas 
was over , and it see ms very proba ble that it did not appear on the book­
stall s until the festive season had gone . 

Chr istmas Day in 1908 was on a Fri day, The publi shi ng day of 
che !lllagnet at that um e was Tuesday . Occa sionally , over the Chris t ma s 
no!i days down the yea r s, a paper would appear on Chr1st ma s Eve. a 
day or two ahe ad of it s normal publica t,on day. I.Jut it is improbab le 
::t-.1c t.he} pd,l ~sh ed one Magnet on the Tues day of Chri s tmas Week , and 
th~:i ano':her (dated 2nd January) on Christm as Eve (Thurs day) . So 1t is 
i l mo~·r cc rtrdn •·hat 'Home For the Hoh.days· · drd not appear until 
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Christmas was over. 
It holds some inte r es t today as being the first at Wharton Lodge. 
Bunter, naturally enough, went home with Harry Wharton and his 

frien ds - Bob Cherry, Frank Nugent, and the Nabob of Bhanipur. There 
was no question of his getting an invitation by tricke ry in those days. 
Also with them, th.is time, went Wun Lung, who had only recently joined 
the cas t. 

T here was no plot. Just a few episo des strung together 
inconsequentially. There was a snowballing opening. Then a chapter 
on the train , with a misunderstanding about sandwiches . They alighte d 
at Wharton Magnus station , Marjor ie and Peter Hazeldene joined the 
party. In Magnet history it was rather remarkable tha t so many 
youngsters spent Christmas away from the bosoms of their own famil ies . 

Bunter gave a ventriloq uial e ntertainment one eve ning , but he had 
not yet mastered the ar t. He could throw his voice, but his direction 
was faulty , so his voice came from unintended vic tims of such art as he 
possessed then. 

There was a shooti~ par ty. There was a poacher named Blac k 
George, and sever al other villains who were rounded up by the chums 
and Wun Lung. 

lt was all over in a total of a dozen chapt er s, and l doubt whether 
anybody bothered a lot when the end came . If it gave any promise for 
the future, it was not evident. lt has never been remembered for there 
was nothing memorable about it . 

One year later, at Christmas 1909 , it was the mix ture as before. 
This was ent itled "The Chris tmas Winners" . Once again, the Famou s 
Four, plus the inevitable Bunter, set off for Wharton Lodge. The re 
were mishaps in the snow . There was a chapter in the tr ain, and once 
again there was a sequence concerning sandwiches I though Wun Lung 
was abse nt this time . The companme nt was very cold, but they all 
shared a foot -warmer (whatever a foot -warmer was , in the r ailway 
travel of those days). Marjorie and Peter Hazeldene, plus Clara 
Trevlyn, were in a house nearby , tut spent their time with the Greyfriars 
party . 

There was no ventriloquism this year . Ins tead, Bunter went 
sleepwalking, as he did sometimes in the early stories. There was 
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skanng on the ice , and t here was anot her shooun g party. The last three 
chap ters dealt with a C hr:stmas pudding compeuc ion , in which they all 
Joined . Bunter came down in the night a nd put liquid shoe - blackrng in 
the othe r fellows' puddings . But Bob Cher ry was watching him, and put 
cement mto Bunter's effo r t. So Marjone Haze ldene won the compe u uon ,, 

Ma r jo r ie's puddin g was eaten with mu ch relish , whil e the ot her 
puddings were buried in t he garden , 

And on !loxing Night (whic:t was actually a Sunda y in 1909) they 
had a dan ce at Wharto n Lodge, So it seems li ke ly t hat the Monday was 
regarded as the real Boxing Day. 

And that was tha t .. Once again, noth ing a t all memorable from 
the man who was to be so renow ned , years later, for hi s wo nder ful 
Ch ri st ma s ston e s. Not memorab le. that old pair of yarns, but 
precious period pi eces to us all these years la ter. 

Earlier, tha t year . there had been a Christmas double nl!mber, 
enutled ''Billy Bunter's Christmas Dre am", whic h was not renlly a 
Christmas tale at a ll . the phantom Chris tm as pudd i:ig being added r:.o a 
norm:.1l tc:tle, prob.t bly. to make 1t st.:lt able for a Christmds Numbe r . 

Exactly 50 year s ago. Danny bought the Schoolboys ' (),yn Library 
entitled "Bill y Bunter s Chris tmas l'l:dd:ng· ·. which co mp rised the double 
m..1.mber mentioned abo ve , plus a few chapters from the Wha rton Lodge 
:~tory " The Chrtsu n as Winner s". He r efe r s to it in t he ex tr acts from 
his 1926 diary which we publish t his month, 

Not mem or able , perhaps . But great time s • . .. ., ........ ..... ....... . .......... .... .. . ... .. 
(The follo wing b an extract from an w ay on Charles Hamilton by the Rev . Arthur Pound of 
Bi rm1nghaml 

G LIMPS E OF GEN IUS by Arthur Pound 

W1th t.is ability in narrative and humou r - a n ability bordering, 
~f not m ore tha n bordering , on 'genius' - Charles Hamilton gained the 
.1biding affection of thousand s of "the older gene r atio n" . 

The l, te C. M. Down , Pubilc - Schoole d and for twenty years 
ed nor of ' 'Th e Magnet" , has wru ten h:.s testimonial : "Fr o m the first 
day of jo .nmg the staff" (i.e . The Magne t ) " I m ade a point of reading 
every Frank R1~hard s manu s1..~np t that came into the off ice . . ~ As l read 
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more and more of the s tories I ca me to have a great admiratio n for their 

author , . . 
The passionate attac hment of so many thous ands of readers • •• 

was never any myster y to me • • , It was ins pired by the aut hor's hap py 
kna c k of pro1ecti ng tus own per sonali ty into his stor ies , thr ough the 
ch ara c te r s he c r ea ted , " Tho se charac ters are most vivid ly sci ll allve 
the venerab le Dr , Loc ke, t he se verel y di sci plinary Mr . Quelch , the 
honest but sometim e s extremely wrong-headed Harry Wharto n , the 
ineff ably fatuous Bill)' Bunter , the supe r bly asi ni ne Horace Coker (" A 
tale of Coke r 1s a JOY for ever") and a ll the re s t of them . 

Not eveq: th ing which Charle s Ham ilton produced was first hrate . 
If you write or t ype over a millio n words of 'juv emle fic tion ' e ver y year 
fo r a consi derable number of year s , you a r e not a lways on top of your 
form. Nor was hi ~ work without ce rt a in palp able de fects . A lover of 
verb a] correc t ness rr.ay be so mewh at r e pelled by Charl es Hamilton ' s 
pers1stent mi suse of such words as ' pro vender' for ordin a ry huma n 
'pro, ·is ions ' and the a r c hai c ' Feele r ' for the more cp co date ' Bobby' o r 
'Coppe r' . Still less acc ept ab le perhap s are the abusiv e epithet s hurled 
repeatedly ar Bunter - even at ti mes by a for m-mare - ' Fat Jack of the 
Bonehouse ' and 1 3ladde r of Lard ' - which suggest the unfortun ate 
in fluence of a not too high -class mus ic hall , &.it 1n spit e of· and 
perhaps be cause of - his imper fections. Charle s Hamil ton is p re- em ine nt , 
Over a nd ove r agam he repe a ts words or phra ses - deri ved from Lew 1.s 
Ca rroll , Gilbert and Sullivan and othe r!-< - a nd t he very repen uon of 
these phr ases adds ro the att r acuve ne ss of tus na r rat ive . The 
rei teration of the mantra hel ps to produce the m agk ; and amo ng the 
initiated 1s no la ck of r ealis a tion of t he ·· Mag ic of Greyfna r s" . Over 
and over a nd over again the same sror y can be rea d wu h no d1min uuon 
of freshness . 

Many of Charl e s Ham il ton's storie s - s hort and long - ar e 
e xtr eme ly well co ns tru cted . Some are ge ms of per fe ctio n. A 'Ma gnet '· 
le ngthed story , "The Dunce of Greyfriar s", in the 1936 "Holid ay Annual" , 
is a classical example of his humour • . ... . ,, .. ... . ... ., . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. ... . . . . . 
SAI.E OR EXCHANCE: N.L, L. (o ld ser ies) NO$. 138 • 185; 195 - 263; 312 • 327, 369 - 395, 
500 • 525; 552 ~ 568. Excelleut condition , 

PORTEOUS, 18 LON-Y- GROES GAB.ALFA CARDIFF. 
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CONCLL'SJON of ou r Serial from 70 Years Ago, 

• MlSS J NG • 

Barengro , the gipsy , had but a few 

m inutes b efo r e he quitted th e c ell, a fter 

the fit rc e S!n1ggle wit h th e kidnapped 

junio rs. He had no t the slight es t suspicion 

tb;.t foes were at ha nd, and he was take n 

comph:teJ y by surprise , 

Figgl.m: 's stump c ras he d upon his 

head as he sv.ung ro und at the sound of 

footsteps, and he stt ggered. Befor e he 

could recover himseH ~he four junio n were 

upon him. 
Digby and Hert les each bit out as 

hard as t hey could, and t he ruffian reeled 

under the blows , an d Kerr gave a lunge 
with h is stump wf.ich knocke d a considerab le 

a:Tlounl or w ind out of Barengn , and Fatty 

W·fM, .:-ut~b .g behind hi:..'1 a s he rt agg ered, 

t r'::pped him t:p, a:1d t-e went ~" the groun d 

wl~h a c ras h . 

H e l:ad oo cbarv:e to rise . Figgi ns 

ju m ped on hi 1 ch est, and plumped down 

~ter e i o a t itt~J>g position , a knee or. eit he r 

11de ;,f the prustnte ruffia o. 

Digb·1 se a.ed his r i~ht a rm, and 
l':.ur.it ,~ to-i t rer-.a.c'iously ; while Hen l ei 
t c,;:,J.. equal ly g-:-od care of his left . T he 
gi.ps)' k!c:ke:d :;•Jt wi:dJy , and Kel'I' sta ggu e C 

f...,m a fie rc e k !ck ; but he retaJiat e d with 
his stump , an d &rengro was S:>On glad t o 

ku .. p !.1i:: le gs st ill , as the stump c ra c ked 

T hen Fu ry \1l~nn sat on them, a nd 

hi.$ wdg h i was mv· e th an sufficent to pi n 

·h~m d . wn to tt-e gr'C'und. Ken cam e to 

F;ggy' s he lp . and fastened his hands in the 
&ip,)' ' i wik e n:pt hair, 82ren gro wa s st.e k ing 

t , ru e h Figg;, wit h bi s teeth , but t he tug 

, n his hair s.:>on stopped tha t, 

T he odds we re too h eavy even for 

his savage strength. He wa s a help l ess 

pri soner in the h,:ands of the junio rs, 

"Got him ! " s.i id Figg ins , w i th 

keen s:atlsfa ct ion . "He .ar me smile, 
Barengr o: " 

8.a.rengro cu rsed wUdly. T he ecd 

o f a c ri c ke:t-s tump Jammed into his 

mouth, an d speedil y c::ut shon the fine now 
of his langua ge. 

"Now we' ve got him! '' sa id Fig gins , 

" \\l"hat have you go t to say for you n e :r, 
Barengro?" 

Sarengro had nocbing to say , fo r 

t he end of t he stump kept him 1pe ech.l.e.u, 

but hi s t"'.)Uing eyes spoke volume& of hat e 
.1nd rage . 

"·Noth iog t o say?" wer..t on Fi ggms 

c heerf uii ·,. "\\1ell, I doo 1t see wh a t y :>u 

cc.ul d ha ve to say . You' re: a beast , a nd 
y ou cculd n 't deny th.u, But the que r.:i c n 

befor e the meet i ng i.J, what bav e you don e 
with Bla ke a nd Gussy ?"' 

The gips y 1s eyes burned, 

' 'Yo u can take that st ump c ut of 

his mouth new. I wa nt him to a ruwer. 

My ge ntle fri~nd , where are Blake a nd 
0 1/\~}? Whe re have you put them?" 

Barengro was silent. 

'' You won't a.nswer?" 

Still silence , 

''Prod hi m wl th the sha rp end of 

the stump, Ker r, " 

Ke rr obe y ed wit h willi ng pro mptn ess. 
Sarengro gave: a ye ll of pain , 

' 1Gcin g to an&wer my ques t io n, 
ki d ' " asked Fig gi ns, 

" I wilt te ll you noth i ng. " sai d the 
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gipsy bet ween his t ee t h. "You wi ll never 

find t hem , ( f I a m arrested I wilJ uy 
nothing, a nd they will starve to d u th . 

No one but me knows the sec ret, " 

It w:u quite polllliible that Barengro , 
if arrested, would keep his word; but the 

juniors did not intend to give him a cha nce, 
They me aot to take th e law into thei r own 

bands. They did not intend to let Blake 

and D'Arcy remai n inc arcerated for the 

uke of sparing Barengro , That wu not to 

be tho ught of, 

And Barengro soon found th at they 

wtre in de adly ea rnest. He wa, twisted 

over on hU face , and his hands forc ed 

behind hJm , and secured with his own belt , 

v.bicb was taken off for the putpot:e. Then 

his ankles w en• tied together. 

"Now , are you going to spea.k, 

Barengro?" as ked Figgi ns patiently, 

T he gipsy replied with an 

imprecat ion. 

"A ll r ight, Thi, is where we 

persuade you, " 
Figgins took up a stump. He 

swished it through the air, a cd brought i t 

dowc with a slash on the glp,:y 's back. 

11,arengro gave a terrific ye ll . Aga in the 

stum p desc ended with sl ashicg force. T he 

victim howl ed and wrigg l ed. 

"Are you going to answer me now, 
chappy?" asked Figgins. 

"No! Pe rditiot1 ! No! " 

Thwack! The third blow cearly 

cr.i.cked the stum p. Earengto roa red with 

pain. 
"Lea.ve ofC Don't: I will tell you!" 

"Thought you would in time . 
Patience and persu as ion are good things:. 

Where are your giddy victims, chappy?" 
11Release me, and J wi ll show you. 1' 

"Y ou' ll ha ve to show w without 

b eing re.lea.red, my dark bea uty, ulllea 
you waot me to break that stump on your 

back, " said Figgins . 
"How can I move with my {eel 

bourt d?" marled th e gipsy, 

''W ell , we'll unti e your trotten ," 

said Figg iN. 

The ruffian's feet we re looseced 
suHiciently to allow him to walk, but not 

to kick out. He was dragged upright . 
"Now, lea d on, MacduW" said 

Figgins, prodding him . "No ti me to waste. 
You've given us t oo much trouble already. 

Buck up!" 

T he re was no help for it. The 

gipsy sullenly .stumbled on a mid the junio rs 

along the dim succ ession of vau)u, Herri tt 

and Digby Hghting the way with la nterns. 

Bareng ro stopped at a blank sto ne wa ll . 

"F~e l over the stone , " he said . 

"Th er e is a hollow. Press in it, and the 
stone toll., back on a pivot. " 

Figgins followed t he directions. 
The stone roll ed away, and a dark aperture 

wu disclosed. There was a 1hout from 

within. 

"Ha llo, Figgins! My Aunt Matilda, 

but this iJ luck." 

Jack Blak e came in to t he li ght. 

Following him c a me the ,w e ll of St. Jim's. 

Baren.gro was shoved uide, and th e five 

junion surrounded the rescue d captives, 

and the de ep , dark vaults neg again with 

thei r ch ee ring . 

"Hurrah!" 
Jack Blake hugged his old enemy, 

the Ted0u.btab)e Figgins . 

"N e ver thought I' d be so gl ad to 

see your face at any time, F iggy'." he 
exclaimed. "It lsn't much to speak of as 



• fac t , but l 1!n joUy gl a d to se,e It now . 

Doo ' t l et th • t brut e Bu t ngro get awa y." 

"N et muc h! " sai d H u rl a. "Wt 

may a, we ll 1:-,0ve him i n th ere till the 

poHct can c:ome for him." 
" Ha . 1ia! Yes, g i ve h im a tar t<£ oi 

his own med icin e. " 
Tht gipsy was bun dl e d head l ong 

into the ,ecre : cell , and t he door cloud 
up0n him . Tht ruffbn was cu rsing 

luriously , but the ston e cut off all sound 
from within. Th e report ol a c a nn on would 

hardly hav e p e n etrat ed the m aulvt wall, 

The 1llnion, in gle eful mood, escort ed the 

rescued prisor..en up the ston e stai n , and 
th ity started for the ,chool . 

Flggim & Co. were, miss ed at 

calling-ov er by Monteith, thir: prd ect of the 

New House, who \lltH td 1ing the roll th at 

e vening; and Herrla a nd r;>igby wer e also 

found to b e missing . Th t it a b senc e wu 

repo rt ed to the doc to r , who ,elected a riice 

strong can e for their apeci a l behoof when 

they shou ld com e io. 

Aut whi le the doc t or wa ite d for th e 

deli nquen ts the re was 2 ,udd en shouting in 

the dusky qu adrs. ngl e, Or, Holm es wen! to 

his window and looked out. 

Seveo Junion: were ma rch ing from 

the gat e , su1TOUnd1d by a ch eeri ng crowd 

of boys of .ti Form,. The doctor gaz ed at 

them in am aze me n t, 

As they c ame near er he reco~ni seJ 

Figgit u & Co. e nd the chum s of Study No. 6, 

His hea rt gav e a leap at th e sh~ht of 

D'l'.rcy . 
He uodentood now what the shoutin,: 

me:ant. Somehow rh,e j union had rescued 

t heir schoolf e llow s, 2nd brought them back 
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in t ri um p h t o St . Jim 's. 

Taggl es had opened th e gates to 

the re turni n g party, and word had fl ow n 
like wildfi re throu gh St, lim ' s tha t D'Arcy 

was com i ng ba ck. ll d f th e school tu m ed 

out to look a 1 him , .\ 1ingl ed wi th the 

cheel'S we re how ls 0 1 laughte r , for th e 

app eani nce of the errtw:iile sw ell of St. 

J1m 11 wu dec idedly co mic a l. 

He ,till haJ on the big ancient coat, 

for th e ni~ht was co ld. He looked li ke any­

thing bu t a swell at pra ent. Mr . K idd 

ta pped .at the doc tor's doo r and ent er ed. 

Th e Head turned fro m the window. 
"Th e rnh si ng boys ha ve retu rne d, 

sir , '1 sai d t he housem,ut er, "The la ds w ho 

wer e mining at c al Ung-ovu seem to ha ..-e 

found th em a nd brought th e m ba ck. I 

hav e t old th e m to come h eH:," 

The juniors foll owed the hous e m u ter 

In . D'Arcy look e d sham efac ed io hl s 
scarecrow outfit. Flgg i m & Co . and the 

chums of Study No . 6 looked d ecide dl y 

p lea sed with th emselv es, 

"Dea r me! " said th e docto r . "I am 
very glad to see you a gain, D1 Are y, and 

glad to see tht you are not in ju~d; but you 
a, e a shoc king sight, You must have a hot 

bath, and go t o bed im1n ed iate ly . Now, my 

boys, I sh all be glad to h ear wh at yo u have 

to tell m e," 

Figgins told t he story. Th e doc t or 

and the housemaster utter ed ejacul a tl om of 

surp ri se a nd uthf actlo n wh en th ey tea med 

that R.arengro wu a prisoner· l e ft lo th e 

cell 10 "w a it till c a lled for" 1 u Fi ggins pu t 

"You ha ve done well and nob ly , my 

la ds ," said the doct01 In a moved voice, 

when he had heard all. "I ant proud or you . 

I co uJd oot have coru enu d t o yo ur going 
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int o da nger, but, ul t turned out ,o 
fortun ately, I can only express satisfaction. 
I do not think, Mr, Kidd," he added, 

t\ll"Ding to the houu:master with a smile , 
11th.at these junioq: need be punished for 

missing call-over. You may go oow, boys . 

I am proud of you all, ' ' 

And th e Jun.ion marched off, well 
satisfied. B:11tengro wa, found in the c ell 

by th e p0 li ce , and most of th e money wu 
recovend. The ruffian went to priso n , 

and the boys of St. Jim 1s saw the last or 
him; and for nearly a week th ere was 

peace between Study No. 6 and figg i DS t Co. 

4 ., -' ,to; • * :t,. ... 0, ,i. :• , i . r ·4 • l " , • '+ '9 * ,j, ,t. .. • .. ,t • f< ,. .,. :t * 
OUT NOW! COIDFJ..'. FUN No, S. Special ROY WILSON h•ue, 32 pages: S0p plus lSp 
po1tage. Availab l e from the Editors: ALAN & LAUR.EL CLA RK 

l LOWER Q-lURCH ST. 1 CUDDINGTON 

(near AYLESBURY) , BUCKINGHAMSHlRE. 

BIOGRAPHY OF A SMALL CINEMA 

No. 33 . GEO RGE FORMBY 

We opened the new term with Marion 
Davies and Dick Powell in "Heart s Divided " 
from Warner Bros. Tbe UNal fom.n1la with 
Davies filnu - the 1tr0ng supporting st ar (i11o 
th.is case, Warne.r's b.lgge.st male heart-throb , 
Dick Powell) - was e\-:ident with th is one . I 
haven't checked, but I be li eve this ma y 
have been our last Ma rion Davia Him, It 
may, in fact, have been hr:r last film, t oo, 

Nut , from thr; sam e firm, camr; 
Pat O'Brir:n ID "China Clipper", a rousing 
adnnturr: rtozy , followed by, from A. B. F. D. 
thi, time , Chas. Fandl and Frin Kortnr:r in 
a thriUr:r 11Midnight Mr:nace", Then, from 
A. B. F. D., c a me Virgini a Hopper and John 
Loder In a big British film "Lorna Ooone", 
ury well done iodee.C, so far as I remember . 

Then, from A. B. F. 0., George 
Formby io "Feather Y;;,ur Nest", a Up- top 
B:it1sh c:omr:dy. Aftu tha t came Jam a 
C.agney ln "Something t o Sing About", 
from A, B. F. D. This was th e only Cagn r:y 
we played which did not come from 
Warner's, a nd it would seem th at Cagney 
was loaned to the. other finn. J ha ve. a 
fte.ling that it was below hb usua l standard, 
but I reall y remembe r nothfog abo ut it. 

Then, .rinother great George Formby 
attrac t ion, from A, B. F, D., "Keep Fit" . 

Aftr:r t hat, from Warnr:r , camr; Olivi a de 
Hav illand and Alice. Brady in "C a ll it a 
Day", followed by a good bod ng fil m 
from the. same firm, Edward G. Robinson, 
Bette Davis , and Wayne Monls in "Kid 
Ga lahad" . Na t , Lesli e Howard and Bette 
D.rivid in " lt 1s Love I 'm Afte r" , from 
Warner 's, followed by, also from Wa rner's , 
a nothe r big Dic:k Powell mwic a l "The 
Va n ity Show". 

Now I back to adve nt ore., with Pat 
0 1Brle.n an d Wayne Morris in "Subma rine 
D. 1. 11 from Warner ',, foll owed by anoth er 
Warner Musical, Dic k Powe lJ yet a gai n, 
this time in "Hollywood Hote.1'1. 

N ext, our flnt double·foture 
prog ramme for some time , both fi l ms from 
Warne.r's : Hugh Williams in 11Th e Dark 
Sta irway" and Frank McHugh in "H e 
Couldn't Say No". Th en, from Warne r 's, 
Pat 0 1Brien and Ka.y Fra nc is in "Wom en are 
like That''i followed by anoth er double.­
future show, both from Wame.r's, Keith 
Falkner in "Thi1tle.dow11," an d Dic k Punell 
in "The. Dare.de.vii Driver1". 

This was followed by a nothu 
double-feature. programme, both from 
Warne r 's, the maitl film being Cl a udette 
Co lbert a nd Charles Boyer in "T ovarich " 1 



hailed by the critics a s a fin e and nylhh 
co medy, thoug h I doubt whether it may 
have been qu it e up the Stred or our 

audiences. The supporti ng film was a li ttle 
British dfort , Cla ud Hul bert in "S irnply 
Terri fic" . : 

To wind up the term we had a 
magotflc ent double -fe at ure progr a mme: 
from G, F. 0 , , a Uni versal fil m, Edwa rd 
Arno l d in "Sutter'• Gold", a ma rvd loos 
adventu re story which I woul d love t o see 
a gain . The suppo rt ing film c a m e from 
W2m er' s, and wH Humph rey Bog a rt in 
ttSwlng Your Lady ". A te n-in c show In its 
da y, 

Thi , was our first term fo r quite a 
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n umber of y ear$ that we had not hing from 
M, G. M. , and the re u oo eludu me, In 
fact, lt was to be some tim e before we 
pb.yed anythin g aga in from M , G,M. It 
was certainly not due t o a ny short.c oming 
in the firm or to an y differences tha t I had 
with them, for our dealings with M. G . M. 
were alwa y, of the happ iest and , later on, 
we we re to show a long, long string of 
thd r finest prod uct ions . At thh particu lar 
tim e, thou,gh 1 I c an only think that I may 
ha ve been a ft er the George Fonn by film s 
whi ch were relea sed by A , 8,F.D , , a nd 
s-witched ov e r to them the dates wh.lch 
wO\lld prC'viously hav e gone to M. G. M . 

~ 
YAROOH; A Fea st of Frank Richards Gyles Brand reth 

(E yre Methuen: £4 , 50) 

Th is is the idital Bakide Book, to provide man y, ma ny hours of conten t ed browsing . 
An introduction t o Fra.nk Ric hards in eviubl y contains much that Is very , very familiar, but 
Mr. Srandre th writ n with a kindly warmt h w:lic h is e ndea rin g. Intriguing is an extr act from a 
le ner which f rank Rich ards wrot e tc.-a frie nd conc erning a Gilbert Harding boo k in which 
Hardi ng quoted from a Magnet for the purpOSe of a sneer at Rich ards, I , mys elf , drew attenti on 

- to t he qu ot ation, in C , D, an d was ce rtai n that it cam e from a no n~Ham il ton ~ory. Th is was 
the first know l edge that Hami lt on had of the mat ter. 

Under the title c f "E.xit Bunter " are a few cb2p t ers from a previousl y unpub lhhed 
ma nuscr ipt . These chapters are undoubtedly genuine Richards, an d l think it lik ely tha t they 
co me. from the sto ry whic h was intended to follow th e "Sha dow o! tbe Sac k" story, which 
pro ved to be. t he final Magnet, If I am right, we hav e hC're a few chapters of "Battl e of the 
Beaks ". 

Ricbar4's fammu reply to George O.Well, In Horizon, is given in fu ll, and t here are 
seve ral i tems which show t he famo us Ma gnet a uthor in unusual moods, partl C"ularly a c.ou pl e of 
songs co oc.eming the Abdi cat ion Crisis of 1936, 

A few stor ies co me from p<>st ·wa r Ano ud s, incl uding a Rio Kid ule. and a Herlock 
Sholm e.s ri ot, and ther e are n1any littl e tales whic h will be new to practk:i lly everybody. Oue 
entitled "The New Master " by Frank Drake , c auses me to ponder. It does not rea lly re ad lik e 
a nv genuine Hamilton of any period , but Fra.rut Drak e was a pen-nam e of his in Vanguard da ys, 
url y 1n the c utury, though all the Drak e tales i n my possession are mu ch longer. It is ooe of 
th ose things yo u c an only decide for yourself . a nd even th e n., you m ay be "Wrong. 

I ha ve only skimmed ove r h ere j wt a few of the Items in this delightful book, whJch 
will c ert a inly ple ase the Hamilton fan, even though he may feel th at such a volume is worthy 
of a less hack neyed title. 

Mr, Brandr eth possesses a wa rm and friendly personality, and that peno nali ty spill.$ over 
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happily into his book. In pa•ing, th e pt ct\l rt S are sup erb and worth their weight in gold, 

THE CHARLES HAMILTON CENTENARY 
COMPANION 

Fra nk Richards 
(Museum Pres s: £3) 

Htre , too, we ha ve a glori ous and ~en e rous pot-pou ni of Hami ltonia, j a m-packed 
wlth ma rvellous pictu.ru and items of Hami1ton inte rest from here, there, a nd everywhett. 
My own favourit e Is a reprint of a much - Loved Gem nory from 1911, tnt lt.led "Tom Merry 's 
Conc ert Party", published at a lime when the blue ·:;e m w:as at iu ~reatest and best. 

,\ channlng a:ti cle on Rookwood ls contributed by R.ogEr Jenkins, and la Row ley 
expl aim in his own sty le why he li kes Greyfrl an 10 much. Th ere ue u:veral othe r eu ays on 
aspects of the a uthor 1s car eer, written by people who are not well -known i n the ho bby, but 
who hold the interest, Ct'dar Cre ek and the Rio Kid a re repr ese nted in excell e nl t alu , a nd 
there is a Carcroft tale to represe nt the la t er y ea!"S. A profwion of extr acts from t he Cr~f riart 
Ht•altl aM the Ho lic:hi.y Aru:iual , indudin11; a wekome Rookwood story , will k et p th e rea de r 
e ,1h,r11.1leJ tor hour afl er ho ur and day afte r day. 

Th e.re is $0 m"ch for e veryon e in th is love ly book , But, for me, it will always be 
precious for the blue Cem tal e - •nd for the marvellous pictur es, many or th em previously 
unknown to me, of Hamilton with his c at, Sammy. 

Speci al not e! This volume c annot be ord ered in the shops, It c a n be obtain ed by post 
direct from th e Munum Press, 30 Tonb rid~e Road, l'vbi dstone. 1 Kent, or from Co lle cto,s ' 
Dig est ot'flce. The pri c e it f3 . SO lndud!n~ pasta;e . 

Th e creation of lo hn Wemham, t he ~-olume i1 a "m ust '' tor Christmas . 

~: S, 0, S! Bulheye Nos. 41, 89; Surprise 3, Boy, Ma g. SSO, Film Fun 571, Buy 

Excha nges. 
41 S\VALECLIFF J\Vf.NUE, MANCHESTER 23. 

NEWS OF THE Cl.UM 
MIDLAND 

The fi rst meeting of the new term was held in the usual stud y on 
26th October . 

With ref re shm ent neath their belt s everyone settled to l(_njoy two 
readings. Ivan Webster entertained with an excer pt from the Popper 
Island series; Jack Bellfi e ld followed by dipping into the treasure trove 
of the 1925 Holiday Annual relatrng an hilari ous incident from The Bunter 
Cup. 

Tom Poner delved into his bottomle ss holdall to p roduce two 
anniversary numbers: Ge m 559, Cousin Et hel's Cha mpi ons , dated 
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26.10.1918 (58 years old to the day) and Magnet 1445, Saved by his 
Enemy, dated 26, 10. 1935 (41 years old to the day) , Tom 's collectors 
item was a bound volume of old series Nelson Lee Library, nos. 27 to 
39 (between 11, 12, 1915 and 4,3,1916) . 

All in all an encouraging meeting with the renew al of old familiar 
faces (seven), news of country members , and the mutual rekindling or 
enthusiasms for the hobby. Meetings: usually last Tuesday of the 
month (except December when held on 14th) at Dr . Johnson House , 
Birmingham, 7 p, m, 

NORTHERN 

Meeting held 13th November, 1976 

Fourteen faithfuls braved a bitter evening to atte nd our November 
meet ing, though one or two wer e oblige d to depart ear ly. Among these 
were our Minutes Secretary, though not before he had managed to acquire 
the new nicknames of The Staincliffe Crac ksman - for further revelations, 
watch this column: 

Haro ld Truscott, Darrell Swift, and Chai rm an Geo ffr ey Wilde 
to ld us of the ir recent visit to Radio Leeds . From what had been 
commi tted to tape, they looked forward to a seri ous and wort hwhile 
discussion of the Hamilton Centenary, but the date of the actual broad · 
cast is not yet fixed, Darre ll also had on display specimens of the 
Centenary Stamp des ign submitted to (but rejected by) the GPG. 

Har ry Blowers caught us all on the hop by offer ing a quiz on 
com ics - we clear ly all mis-spen t our youth in reading the serious stuff 
like Gem, Magnet and Union Jack: Alliterative answers were generally 
a good guess , but could sometimes fail to ring the bell - there was no 
Stonehenge Sam, Harry told us. He was Stonehenge Kit, the Ancie nt 
Brit . Comic Laureate was Ron Hodgson with 20 point s out of 30 , wit h 
Mollie and Bill Williams on tying for second place, 

Christmas Party , 11t h December, at the Swarthmo re Insti tute, 
4, 30 onwards. Cake and tea available at purely nominal charge, bring 
your own savour ies, champagne. etc. Those thinking of attending pleas e 
contact Mollie Allison cm-Leeds 756615, We'll look forward to giving 
you a rig ht Yorkshire welcome . 

JOHNNY BULL 
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The Club met at t be Sbelfetd home of Jack Overh ill on Sunday, 14th Novemb itr. 
A musage or greet ing .,..,a, rec eh·ed £tom Jac k Doupe. now in TenuHfe. The Secretary 

report ed that John Edton had \'Uhed Camb ridge on the evening of 27th October; ht had tpohn 
to John on the telephone, but they wete W1fortunately unable t o meet . 

Thit first item on the progr.amme was a "q uh " on !Hm and th u tric al a nd M1111ic Ha ll 
1utitta, Vic Huro was winner of t his, 

Vic Heam was un ap.imous ly e l K t ed Chairman of the Cl u h, 
rack Overhill ~ave one of hil interatlng talks on atmosphue in bool<s an d readel'I: 

quoting many of hb pe11onal e.).per len<"es t o show both t he power of som e boolu 10 so enthrall.& 
reader u to m ake him forget his surroundings, a nd convene ly how som etimes ph)•sica l 
condi ti on,, such as hea vy 1nO'W or rain . could spo il what bad bun a long - 1,.)0ked forv.·arJ -t o 
book. H e specifically referred to ''Bunter 1he Blad e" which had )eH him wi th a memory of blue 
ddes th at had con vinced him it wu on aa April da; h e bad ru d the story, only,~ fi nd ma ny 
ycar1 late r th at t he book wu Issued in FebNary! 

Mn:. Ovuhlll provided a tu of rul &..mteda n mainlfkence, a od a n inte resting di ,­
c:uul on arose during the enioyment of th is. Topic , ran ":lng over t he Ha milt on sd1 ools , the 
Hottp ur

1 
Vic r em indin& us t hat thll was a J»pe.r c..onta lnicg five sc hool stories , the famous onf' 

beiog "R.ed Circle" "S1alky and Co . " Cu mic,, and t he Ch i ldren', Newspaper '' . Vic ~ iJ 
that one of the gre at ett pleasW'II of his boyhood wu taking round plies of books 10 "swo p" Thr 
~real thin g about swap ping was that there were DO age ba.rrierJ. The: boo ks for m ed a ~·onun,,,n 
bond betwee n boys and l ed to frlendlhif" th a.t would na otherw in ha v e been mac e. 

Edwaf'd Witt en gave hb list oi '' Dese rt Island book.I" , 
Bill T hur hon l hen rea d a shun pa.per as a footn ot e to hb "footnote on Sherlo.:1,.. Holme.s's 

Cllmb ri dge Co lleg e " 'proving' that i1 was no1 Pon.uhouse: of Tom Sharp es' "Por1er t11.•11H" !Hue ", 
The mH ting d<ned with a ... a m1 ,·ote 01 than b to Jack and Mrs. Ov erl'l1ll 1..r 1h,ri1 

hospitality. Nu t meet init on 121.t.. ne:ceMt..er w~cn Cdward Witten will 1,e host. 

~ 
The Centenary ot Charla Ham i lton and the Pearl Jubilee of the C'oll e~to rs ' l>•l:i"\, 

Lu.ncheoa Par"l'y was an unqualified soc c eu. Held a1 t he Rembrandt Hote l. rhetl': \, . .s ..; \ e11 
good attendance . Grace wat sa id by the Pr~ident. Jlll.1n \\' eroba ni, and ihe.n au , ,. · pllent 
r epast was enjoy ed. Do n \\'ei:-ter proposed th e Loyal l'oast , and th at e minenl llo1nlil 1oiu ,1,11, 
Roger Jenk in s , propote d lhe t oast t o the i mmortal Ch ar l a. Fo llowlni,; lh.lJ: it wa5 11,e: tu rn 0 1 
Mary Ca~an to propose th e toast of the C oll ect o a• 11il!,t:sl to which Eric Fayne respon d ed wit h 
a veiy good a ddreu. John \\'ernh am prop<J11ed the to u t o f th e vl$itors . The rerl y 10 this wa, 
gi ven by th e distinguish ed author , Cv les .)randreth, An a.utog rmph ed supply o { t h e latter •s hook 
"Yaroo h" which con1ai n1 th ll' story ''E ,h Bunter " , wat a vailable a s wue copies of loh n \\ em ham' 1 
volume three ot 11,e Ch arles Ha1:1llton Co mpanion . Th e rnp erbl v pro d uced SOU"llenir menu cards 
wer e another oi tohn 1s JNblk ati o ns. \\ ,uiJred Moru di.iributed c atalogues 01 the\\ alt h •m fl.O"'' 
Public L1!'r,1,,v Ce n1e.i;1u, Charl es H,m,ihon ohi hiti ou... l' hen the ad lou rnmenl LO th e loun'te Im 
afternoon In an d 1he smalJ gro up, 01 co n'(lvi al c ha tte r . Here one c:ould mov e trom tab)e lO 
ttbl e a nd me et olJ friends. Tho m.ti Pon.er wa, 3 worthy representative 0 1 tht' ?\-1ldl;,1.nd C luh 
whil st 4nother ~uest wa. Thom as Kun . a n autho rity on th e gi r ls' pa pe n. ,, finin.a o...i:-asl on to 
ce.l ehr c1lr lhe t w<" a nuheruri~ . 

~ t-t1 m ell'tin i;:, a1 lhe home 01 l<:cill' Pac kman on Sunda y, l~h Oecember. 
I\ENJA."1U,. WHJ'I'E.R 

£dited b)· Frk ~a , ,i.-. 1 1.: •h ic-r House . 113 Crook h am Rd,, Croo kham, Nr . ,\! den hot, Hanu. 
Ut h,· •.h.1~1i<:.11ed h1 Yc,rl. r. upli c ating ~e t'Vice1 , 12a T he Shamb les, York. 


