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TlllS MONTH'S SPECIALS 

A set of 5 bound volumes, containing ear ly SOL's: 1-5, 7, 
9, 11, 13, 15, 19, 21, 23, 25, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 41, 43,45, 47, 49, 
51, 53, 57, 59, 63, 73, 61, 75, 79, 77, 83, 97, 65, 99,103, 81, 65, 
71, 85, 93, 67. 43 In all. Original covers removed for 
binding, only £40 . All Greyfrlars. 
Complete set ~dhawks In 3 vols. (St. Jim's), (11 numbers 
£4). Covers removed for binding. 
Hovering. Vol . 1, Nos. 1-54 complete (from 1922). Very 
thick , leather , spine, good condition, £40. A scarce 
periodical. 
Also bound Scouts. Large se lection of bound Gem Volumes , 
these Include - 407-441, 442-488, 1081-1107, 1st series, 
1907/8 complete, 1-48, 595-620, 543-568, 621-646, 
1344- 1356 (13), 1929 Jul.-Dec. 1931, ' 32, '33, complete 
In! years . 1935 Jul. -Dec. Many later , some at reduced 
prices. Over 3000 Gems In single issue s from No. E 
4000 Magnets in single issues . Bound only from 1935 now. 
Singles from "Reds". 
Over 700 bound volumes of Boys' papers, comics. Recent 
additions Include more Modern Boys, Detective Weekly, 
Union Jacks & SOL's. Larg e numbers, va rious papers and 
comics In "su b standard" condition - cheap'. 
Your wants lists appreciated. Visit ors by appointment, 
very welcome~ 

SHAW 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

UPPER NORWOOD 

SE19 2HZ 

Tel . 01 771 9857 
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~arReader 

WATCH IT\ 

" Do you happen to know the time? .. the charming lady asked me 

the other day as I walked down to the town. It Is a questi on which, by 

an Iron y of fate , I seem to be constantly asked . 
Turning pink , I gaze at a bare wrist for Inspiration. I stammer 

that It would be nearl y ten • It wos ten to ten when I left home - and I 

fee l acutely embarrassed. For I OPver wear a watch. I haven't worn a 

watch for countle ss years . Watche s are meant to l(O - but they never go 

on me. 
When I was a small boy , my fathe r gave me a pocket watch. At 
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that Um e I wore a garment cal led a waistcoat. I have never worn one 
elnce. Th e watch was slipped Into what was called, I think, a fob pocket. 
As I ran home Crom school, the watch hopped out my pocket , fell on the 
ground, and the glass was ,smashed. 

Thoughtlessly, I pit the watch back In my pocket. By the time I 
got home, both the ban ds had rubbed off In my pocket. In sorrow my 
father pointed out that It would have cost a bob or so for a new glass. 
ait to have new hands fitted wwld cost many bobs. 

That particular watch went - with a vengeance. &t, down the 
years, wrist watches have never gone on me. n may be that I give off 
some form of electricity which stops the watch, or It could be that I wave 
my arms about a lot, or that I applaud too much at a show or a cricket 
match, and the watches don' t like It. Long, long ago I gave up wearing 
watches. 

Th e last one I bough! was when I was playing for a &nter show 
at the Shaftesbury Theatre, London. n was dark In the orchestra pit, 
and I needed to know the time as the show progre ssed. I bought a wrist 
watch with a luminous dial. It went all rlghl, by the side of the piano, 
and served its p,rpose. It stopped when I fastened It round my wrist. 

After the run of the show, I gave It to a youngster . Today be 
drives trains on the Southern Region when he l1111't busy striking. I 
wonder whether, on him, the watch proved more reliable than the train 
service. 

Th e most delightful ''watch" story is 'The Adventures of a 
Three-Guinea Watch" by Ta lbot Baines Reed. Full of contrivance and 
coincidence , it bas charm for everybody who enjoys a bit of sentiment. 

Tubby Muffin was given a watch by his Uncle Muffin for his work 
in getting a party of Rookwood boys on Uncle's floatin g boarding-house 
where they helped to capture a crook and police found loot , for which 
there was a substantial reward offered. Back at school, Muffin's watch 
disappeared. I think It was Jimmy Silver who pointed out that watches 
are made to go - and Muffin ' s went. 

Billy &nter also had a watch which disappeared. Maybe It was 
Bob Cherry who observed that It was not surprising that a rolled gold 
watch "rolled away11

• 
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ODD CURIO 

One of the most extraordinary Items In my collection Is a book 
entitled "strange &lspense Stories". The measurements are slight ly 
above Magnet size; It has a paper cover en which the pric e 2/6 Is printed; 
there are about 90 pages, unnumbered, and the quality of the paper Is 
cosrse. 95% of the contents comprise stories told In picture s, the sort 
of thing so beloved by modern students. The artists are not named, but 
the drawing strikes me as being quite good of Its type. 

Th ere Is, of oourse, nothing extraordinary In all that. What Is 
remarkable Is that the book contains two Wild West short stories, each 
featuring a character named Slick Dexter, written by Frank Richards. 
Both stories appear well up to the front of the book, and each Is In very 
small type. They are typlcsl Rio Kid material, and It Is probable that 
Frank Richards touched up a couple of his old Ralph Redway yams for 
the purpose. 

On the last page, we are Informed that the work Is printed by the 
Racecourse Press of Hove for G. T, Ltd., S. E .1. I do not recall coming 
across either, before. 

The book Is a strange setting In which to find Hamilton writings, 
but many of us had the Impression that In the post-war years all was grist 
which csme to bis mill. · 

ONE THOUGHT 

None of my thoughts Is Important, I admit, wt the same thought 
recurred three different times jus t before Easter. One was when I saw 
people buying hot-cross buns at 8p each. (ll Is only a very few years 
since I was expressing astonishment at such buns at 3p each. In six 
years the i r price has nearly trebled. ) 

Secondly , a recruiting advertisement for the police force, in a 
newspapel"\ ''To join us you should be at lea st 172 ems tall", and, In 
bracket~ , apologetically (5' 8"). Anyone would think it was a recruiting 
notice for th& Foreign Legion. 

Finally, a notice In a men's outfitters: "Salesperson Wsnted ". 
The unimportant thought: How daft csn we get? 
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THE PRINCESS SNOWEE'S CORNER 

Mr. Geoffrey Wilde writes to this corner: 
"Jamie Is highly sensible of the honour of a mention In your editorial 
columns, but asks me to point out that he Is. In fact , st!U a youngster. 
It le not old age but genetic misfortune which ls to blame for his 
affllctl<ln . 

Jamie is not 'deaf' as usually understood. He belongs to that 
proportion of all-white csts whose nervous system has no hearing supply. 
His has slways been a world totally without sound, though you would 
hardly guess It. He purrs, he has a wide vocabulary of mlaows - and 
he knocks to be let In. And he is still learning new ways of 
communicating. You for one, Mr. Editor, will not be surprised to 
know that I tslk to him constan tly." 

THE EDITOR 

•••••• .•••••••••• * ••••••• * ••• 

MAY 1929 

The Post Office has Issued special stamps thi s month to mark 
the Universal Postal Union Congress which Is being held this year In 
London. They look very smart on our letters and postcards. 

The opening story In the Nelson Lee Library is entitled !'Mutiny" 
and it i s a sequel to the April Fool 's Day story of some weeks ago. R Is 
great fun. Nipper & Co. find out that a cranky food professor is going to 
give a lecture to the Moor View girls, and th e boys think it a good chance 
to get even with the girls - but their plan comes unstuck . The following 
week was "The st. Frank's Menage rie ". The menagerie Is Wllly 
Handforth's idea, but the animals escape, and Arc hie Glenthorpe wakell 
up to find a leopard p,rrlng on his bed. 

Next week, "Handforth's Holiday Flirtation ". R's the Whitsun 
Holiday and Handy fells In love with Margaret Winston, who turns out to 
be the lDlwilllng member of a gang of thieves. Finally, the start of a 
new series. The first tale ls "The S:. Frank's School Train". Meals, 
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lessms, eleeping and even canings - all oo a train. & t, when It starts 

off , Hand!orth & Co. lose It, and have to chase It. The fir st tale Is set 

mainly In Essex, though It ends In !hffolk. A neat Idea, to catch those 

who love trains, and those who will like to see their own home towns 

mentlooed ln the series, 
The start of this mooth was unusually windy, and oo the 7th there 

was a ter rtflc gale all over the south, with winds of 60 miles an hour. 

Much damage was dooe, and my Mum's bat was blown of!. 

The Ken King South Seas stories, In Modem Boy, have been Just 

great this mooth. First story Is "Keeper of the Pirate's Hoe.rd" In 

which Krell , the rascally Dutchman, tries to blow up Ken King with 

dynamite, but blows himself up by accident . In the next week's tale 

"The Return of the Raiders", the pirates come back to the Island where 

Ken Is maroooed . In "The Whip Hand" the following week, the young 

skipper holds his own against the pirate gang. 
Final story of the mooth Is "To the Rescue of Ken King". Kit 

Hudson sets out to search the lonely Pacific Ocean In search of his old 

friend, and succeeds In finding him and resculng him. 
All the month In The Modem Boy, there have been glowing 

advertisements for a new cricket se rial which la being written by Walter 

Hammond, the 25 year old Gloucestershire and England cricketer. It Is 

to be called "Cloyne of Claverhous e" and It starts as a serial next week, 

in June. 
At the pictures this mooth we have seen Dorothy Gish In 'Tip­

Toes"; Betty Balfour In "Mookeynuts"; Ronald Colman and Vilma Banky 

In 'Two Lovers"; Miltoo Sills In "&ming Daylight"; Janet Gaynor and 

Charles Farrell In "Street Angel"; Richard Bartbelmess In 'The 
Noose". One of our cinemas bas gooe talkie and opened with Al Jolson 

In "The Singing Fool" which was oo for a fortnight. Mum and I went to 

see it - It Is only part-talking - but we like the silent pictures better 

with a nice orchestra. Mum says that talkies are only a craze like 

pogo-sticks, and won't last. 
With the start of the month In the Magnet, the wooderful se r ies 

about Hollywood ended. ll has run for 16 weeks, and I think It must be 

the Magnet• s longest series ever, The last tale Is "Farewell to the 

Films". Myron Polk makes one last attempt on the life of Harry 
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Wbartai - and Wharton returns good for evil, so the two pert friends at 

the end . I am going to miss this marvellous series such a Jot . 

It was a terrible antl-cllmax to be back at Oreyfrlars next week , 

and what made It even worse, the remaining stories were not written by 

the real Frank Richards . I don't begrudge him his holiday , after lhe 

wonderful Hollywood series. ''The Masked Terror" brought In Sir 

Willlam Cherry (I <lch't know that Bob Cherry had a bart for an 1mcle) 

and a masked stranger with a g1m. "Billy Bunter's B11mder" was In 

using his ventriloquism to cause trouble between Mr. Qielc h and the 

Rev. Lambe . It was a good Idea, and the real Frank has used it some­

times. Qllte a good tale. Finally, Fisher T. Fish was ''The Shyloc k of 

Oreyfriars". 
The King has left Bognor at the end of his convalescence, and 

has gone to Windsor castle. He has personally o.rdered that In future 

the seaside town shall be named Bognor Regis. What a love ly Idea \ 

In the Gem the first story Is "Friendship or n.ity? " and it Is the 

final tale In a series about Tom Merry as school captain . 
Next "A Traitor In the School" In which Gordon Gay becomes a 

pupll at st. Jim 's. The theme continues next week In "Condemned by 

the School". Last of the month Is ''The Boy Who Wanted the Sack" In 

which Gay leaves St. Jim' s and goes back to the Grammar School. 
They ar e giving away coloured cards - Marvels of the Future -

in the Gem. One of them Is a steam railway train which does 200 miles 

an hour. 
In the Schoolboys' Own Library I have had ''The Bolmder of 

Greyfrlars" which is tip-top, and "His Own Enemy" which ran as a serial 

in the Gem not Jang ago and was not by the real Owen Conquest. 

The Rio Kid is going great g1ms In the Popular. In "A Night of 

Peril" the Kid stays for the night in an inn In the Mexican mountain s , 

and meets great peril. Next ' 'The Bandolero". He ls Rafael Gonzago, 

a bandit who rules the mountain passes with a rod of Iron - till the Kid 

comes along. Next ' 'The House of Don Balthazar", another wonderful 

tal e set In Mexico. 
Also in the Popular are tbe Len Lee series of !l. Jim's; the 

Rookwood series where Mr. Greely sets up his own school, sponsored 

by Hansom's father; a Greyfrlars series about a treasure in the vaults 
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and a new games coach named Blagden who Is after It; and a St. Frank's 
holiday series about Castaway Island. 
(EDITOJUAL COMMENT: S.O. L. No. 99, "The Bounder of Grtyfrlatt" comprbed two 

stori• from the Maptlt of April 19111 atanhlg Vtn10D-Smith alki tbe Cliff Hou,e girl,:. There 

wu plenty of cricket ln the second tale. Th e flrrt story was orilPDally •ne Greyfrlan 
Wheelen" and the ,-.:ond {a fcntzaigbt later) was "Lut Man In". Typical Bounder stuff of 
•rly days and flnt - rate r•dlng. Though both tal• loat a chapter or two, the welding made 
an a:cellent atory. ''His Own Enemy" 1 S. O. L. No. 100, wa., a tub U.le serialbed la the Gem, 

starring Mornlngt:on, and b.ad cot much to recommend It. Whoever wrote 11Cloyne of 
Cl aveTh.ou,e", it was almOII: catalaly NOT Wally Hammond. An atdcle on "Cloyn.e" , plm 
our editorial commata on the matte r, cap be fow:id hi. the C.D. Amnal for 1965. 11Cloyne 
of Claverbome 11 wa, re-publitbed aD01ryD1omly, some yun after lt was aerlallsed In Mod.an 

Boy.) 

• • • • • • * • • • • • • * * • • • • * • * * * • • * • 

PJLAK\ANA 
Conducted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

I do b0pe you will all cjoy the article by Jama Hodge, a newcomu to our Sexton 
Blah Circle:. His hum0t0U1 style of writing b JUJt what we need to brighten LIP ow rather 
dreary exlrtencc:. Of coutic: by the time: you read thil maybe the: weather wtll have changed 

and we: can get out into our p.rdem for a bit of exercise hl the sun.. I aho hope you wlll llke 
Mr. Swao 11 latest article as it defiDit.ty hu a link with our Sexton Blake and the: author 
Cicely Ham!lton. She did indeed write quite a number of Union Jack tal• the fint :i.ppe:irlng 

In 1906. We are hidebt&d to Mr. Swan for once agalll reminding w abow the lad.ta lD our 

Sexton Blake Saga. 

FORGOTTEN STORY by S. Gordon Swan 

It has been my privilege recently to acquire a book called 
' 'Theodore Savage" by Cicely Hamilton (p.lblished by Leonard Parsons 
of Devonshire street, London, In May 1922) . This author, as Sexton 
Blake fans know, was the first woman to write stories of the great 
detective In the early years of this century and has several Union Jacks 
to her credit. She also wrote numerous tales for boys In the old 
periodica l s under the name of Max Hamilton. In Messrs. Lofts' and 
Adley's book her first name Is given as "Cecily", but on the title page 
and cover of this particular novel It ls spelt "Cice ly". 
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Alt hough I was In England when this story was published I must 

admit I bad never beard of It before. Presumab ly It bas been long for­

gotten yet It Is worthy of resurrection, for Its mess age Is peculiarly 

applicable to today ' s troubled wor ld. Below the title Is the description 

"A story of the Past or the Future". 

Definitely In th e cate gory of science fiction , It Is th e story of a 

future wsr whi ch In some respects was prophetic of World War 2. I 

don't know If Cicely Hamilton lived long enough to see that holocau st but 

the graphic accounts of death from the air and the destn1ctlon caused by 

fire-bombs Is grimly reminiscent of the blitz . True , the ultimat e 

devastation she envisaged did not come about In the last war , but It 

could do so In a future war -- If It did not destroy mankind com pletely. 

Theodore Savage , a civil servant, was In th e North of England, 

separated from the gir l he loved , when refugeeti began pouring north ­

wards from the stricken south. Bands of starving people fought like wild 

beats to get food and no man or woman was safe. Theodore himself 

became a refugee when the camp In which be was stationed was bombed 

out of existence and he fled to a secluded spot, accompanied by a 

Cockney girl who bad attached himself to him. 

Civilisation as we know It had collapsed; there wer e no news­

papers and there was no means of knowing what was going on elsewhere . 

Theodore lived by hunting and fishing; the girl Ada was little help , being 

town-bred and always bemoaning the vanished world or tramti and cinemas. 

Inevitably their relationship developed Into that of man and wife, despite 

their mismatched characters. 
When It became evident that Ada WllS to have a chil d , Theodore 

set out to find help. After bis discovery of deserted villages and 

devastated country he came upon a sm all community living under 

primitive conditions . He explained his need s but they were suspicious 

of bis motives, as they often had skirmis hes with rival communities. 

He was asked what hi s occupation had been before the Ruin -- If he had 

been a sci enti st or could make machines. He was templed to Ile about 

this and proclaim that he bad been more than a mere cler k, but decided 

to tell the truth . 
It was fortunate that be chose to do this: bad be admJtted 

sclentlflc knowledge the community would have put him to death, for 
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science and knowledge were blamed for the Ruin that had come upon the 
earth. He was compelled to give an oath that he would forswear all 
la!owledge and memory of the old ways and then was admitted Into the 
community. His wife was brought down to live with him and bis children 
grew up In Ignorance. Tbe achievements of the lost world pnssed Into 
legend: bombing planes became the fiery draga,e of folk-lor e and the 
new generation regarded these things es we regard the myths of the 
ancient world . 

This ls only a bare outline of a book of profound thought and 
wisdom - solid reading. for there ls a minimum of dialogue -- rut a 
book too good to be neglected. 11 deserves reprinting. 

"THE BEST IS YET TO BE?" by James Hodge 

I have Just finished reading six Blake stories, one after another. 
The devotee of this column will stir Irritably, lift an eyebrow, shrug 
a shoulder and cast a Just!Ciably smug eye at the massed ranks of Union 
Ja cks, Detective Weeklie s and S. B. Llbrarys upon bis bookshelf. 

Exhausted by these contortions, he will yawn and mutter "So 
what ?'' 

Dear devotee. I will tell you "So what" . Will you allow me to 
draw your attention to a few words of mine In ' Blaklana ' for June 1978. 
You will no doubt remember the Item; not for Its literary quality, ala s, 
but rather because you will recall snorting at the time "What the devil 
Is Josie Packman thinking about to waste time on this rubbish ?" 

The same thought may, It Is true, be occurring to you again now. 
Nevertheless, like the sixty-a-day man who has just given It up, I am 
Insisting on telling you all about It. You will remember , there was this 
H.B. facsimile "Crime at Christmas" sitting on my bookshelf, not opened 
since the day I bought It second-hand. 

Then, on several dark February evenings of this year, when the 
wind whistled eerily through the skeletal TV aerial and the driven snow 
clogged the plastic guttering oC my ancestral semi-detached, I made my 
first aquaintance with Sexton Blake , Tinker, Mrs. Bardell , Splash Pa ge, 
Inspector Coutts and an engaging villain named Waldo the Wonderman. 

I am not going to give away my age but for those who love a 
mystery to unravel (and you most likely would not be reading this column 



Page 12 

I! you did not), let me say this -- If I live to the year of Big Brother I 

shall have only to hang on twelve months more to qualify for my Old Age 

Pension. From one point of view It ls, perhaps, late In the dsy to start 

wearing an "I Uke Blake" badge In my lapel, also, to afflclanados like 

yourselves, a Johnny-Come-lately like me who can only thus far claim 

so slender an a(plllntance with the Bega may seem a Mlbject more for 

pity than congratulation. 
Yet, my friends, perhaps I have something now which so many of 

you have no longer . You have for so long sipped the nectar and supped 

on the honey and, though the taste has n.ever and likely will never stale, 

you HAVE grown accustomed to it. For me , the delights are still to 

come, my Journey of discovery Is only Just beginning. All those golden 

years are yet untravelled country to me, where\µ I have still to meet all 

those auth ors and characters you know so well and write of so 

knowledgeably. 
I am not an Hamilton defector. For me Greyfrlars, St . Jim ' s and 

Rookwood will always be my first love . Yet few of us ever marry our 

first love , though It always retains a special place In our hearts. 

For me, then , you ' Blakeophiles' may agree that "The Best Is 

Yet To Be". I understand that the Great Man' s adventures span In exce ss 

of eighty years; that ' s a great past and, for me , I think he' s got a great 

future. I have a lot of catching-up to do; Mr s. Packman, dear lady, I 

understand you have facilities for those wishing to borrow • ..• 

S. GORDON SWAN write s : 

Cbl'btopbu Lowde:r'• utlclc., "By No Me.am THd " maka tbe point that t.arly 1-u• 

of the N. L.. L are very bard to obt:aln. 

The two .tori• be mc.uttom, No. 73 , "Blue Dlamaods " and No, 92, "The Mao 

HUDt.en", wue fine examples of Te ed at bll b•t. I have aever read No. 18, "The Case of 

the D..,UCate Key", b~ the quot.attcms from It deflnitely lllustnte tbat Tc.ed nevu wrote It. 

ne fiAal panuapb written ID the preseDt teme Is very W1•Teed -llk 11 and more lik ely to have 

been written by NannaD Goddard, and h stW more remlnh c eot of one who followed in hh 

foobtep: 1 Joh.a. Robin, a writer who later modemked hb style. 

,.. rt1guds U.J. 1291, 11The Legion of the Lost", I lt:lll mslata ln that J. N. Peatdow 

could bavs written it . lt wu publbhed la 1928, and lta 1927 two stort• by Pent.iow wen 

bcluded UI die Sexton Blake Ubrary, 2nd Sert•, No. 95, "The Three. Masked Mea 11, and 

No. 101, "'Ilte Cleopatra•, Needle ~tery ", However, authonhlp ol "The L.s toa of tbe 

1.o1t• may be d•ennlniN ON day. 
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Geoffny Wil de'• query nspectln1 Boys' Friend Ubrary No. S23, "The Eye of the 
Dragon", (pubU.bed April 1936) ls one that unfortunately I am lQ:Ll.ble to amwer, though by 

now someon e e.l,e may have provided the solution. In the Dinetee:n-thlrtia many Sexton 
Blake stories were reprinted a, Nelson Le• or Ferren loc k• and I did not botheT to keep them 
becaus e I bad the ortglnak. "Tbe Eye of tbe'Dragon11 may well have been one of th•e but I 

cannot rec:all wbeace tt wa1 derlved. Otten these "deBl.aldni,ed" yams were marred by 

leaving ln the names of Blake or Tinker lnJtpd of substituting lee and Nlppu or Locke and 

Drake . 

• * • • • • • • • • • * • * • • * • • • • • • • • • • • * 

Nelson l.rie, Column 
"THOUGHTS ON VICTOR GUNN" by C. H . aiurchlll 

When re cently browsing thr ough the 11st of novels by E .S.B . 
(under the pen-name of Victor Gunn) in Bob Blythe's Bibllography of hi s 
wri t ings, I was struck by one or two oddities. Of the 42 titles ll sted 
quite a few were re-w ri tten from stories i:-iblished earlier in the Thriller , 
D.W., U.J . and Dixon Hawke with two fr om the N.L . 2nd new series . 
It seem s that Mr . Brooks sought around rather a lot in trying to find 
suitable materia l for re-writing. 

Most of the fi r st dozen or so were in three parts, that is they 
consisted of three entirely separa te adventure s of Inspector Bill 
Cromwell . This is understandable, being re-written from mainly the 
D . W. and the U .J. Two of the full-len gth novels were eac h r e-written 
from one N .L . 2nd new series, so they must have been greatly lengthened 
from the original stories. 

Considering the number of single detective adventure s (apart from 
any se ries such as the Green Triangle, etc.), that E .S .B . wrote for the 
early Lees it seems odd that only one was used for re-writing as a Victor 
Gunn novel. That was old series No. 96, ''The Vengence of Part eb 
Singh" one of the Nipper's Note Book series of single stor ies. It was 
included as the middle part of "Road to Murder " and was Rlmost word 
for word with the ori ginal N . L. story except, of course, that Cr omwell 
and Lister were substitut ed for Nel son Lee and Nipper . Naturally, too, 
Johnny Lister's racing car took the place of Lee's motor bike and side­
car . The other two parts of thi s novel came from the D. W. 



Bob Blythe shews that "Nice Day for a Murder" was re-written 

from Dixon Hawke , No. 301, 'The Circle of Silence" published In 1931. 

I bell eve, however, that this story or iginall y appeared In the N. Lee 

2nd new series, No. 10 , 'The Fateful Wager" In March 1930. I do not 

have a copy of this Lee In my possession but read it years ago and feel 

sure I am right. 
All the remainder of these Victor Gunn stories are originals and 

excellent they are, and In my view all the better for being one long 

continuous story Instead of three smaller ones. 

My favourite of all ls "Nice Day for a Murder" as it portrays the 

irasc ible BUl Cromwell In confilct with an unpopular ear ly colleague of 

hi e, "Baldy" Ingles. Reading of the Interplay between these two 

characters ls highly enterta!nlng. 

BROOKS AT HIS BEST by R . J. Godsave 

An unusual feature of a series written by E. S. Brooks In the 

Nelson Lee Library In early 1922 wae the Introduction of two new 

scholars for the Remov e, a protege of Dr . aatford who eventually 

became a Removlt e, and an adult who became one of the great 

characters In the Lee saga. In addlUon, the newly formed St. Frank's 

Cadet Corps made an important appearance. As a crowning piece to 

this series the wonderful drawings of St. Franks as seen from various 

angles by E. E . Briscoe were Included In Nipper 's Magazine. 

Of the juniors, th e most Important was Archie Glenthome who 

was Introduced In o. s. No. 352, 'The Coming of Archie". With bis 

valet Phipps they were to enllven the pages of the Nelson Lee with tho se 

conversatloos between th em which are gene rally thought to be modelled 

on those of Bertie Woost er and J eeves, P. G. Woodbouse's creation s. 

The other Junior was Enoch Snipe, an unprepo ssessing boy whose 

appearance was very much against him. His back was somewhat bunched, 

be bad a l ong neck and a bead that projec ted with a habitual foxy 

expr es sion with red-rimmed watery eyes. He soon earned the nick­

name of the 'Worm'. 
Dr. Stafford's protege was a boy around 15 years of age who 

pushed the Headmaster away from a falling tree during a severe gale 

which did much damage to the Ancient House Remove dormitory. He 
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wu, u that time, known ae John Martin 111d lived rather anbapplly with 

a Mr. Jenkins In Celetowe. From "'""1ries made by Dr. !lafford be 

was really the 8CIII of old John Willard who bad built a partly finished 

edlflce GD tbe l.i.nc:t In tbe Rlyer stowe. Be died before be could fini sh 

the buildin& wlllch wu locally known u Willard's Folly. Altb<lUgb be 

bad been I fairly big landowner be appNred to have died peonlless. 

It wu Nipper' e suggeet.lCIII that the Cadets oould camp on Willard's 

Island will.ch wu taken up by the acboal mdhoriUes who promised to give 

all the camping •pmeat req.a.lred. Had not this augge.Uon been agreed 

It wculd have meant thirty boys being sent to Yexford College until 

repa.lra to the Ancient House bad been completed . As It was the Cadets 

could attend les8Cllls at st. Frank's In the usual way. With Handfortb as 

sergeant the Cadet Corpe was In danger of emulating 'Fred Karno's 

Army' altb<Klgh with Nipper as C.O. this danger did not happen. 

With flooded ground and swollen river caused by the gale, Nipper 

• Co. together with Handfortb and Co. rescued a box floulng by the 

Island during a boet1ng trip around the Island. They also rescued two 

seafaring men who bad been marooned up a tree which was sUcklng up 

from the river. The box was found to contain a message and clues of 

a treasure from old John WIiiard. Unfortunately , the men together with 

a Mr. Hudson, who was young John Willard's uncle, was al so after th e 

treasure. How the Cadets were turned off the Island by the steward of 

the Glentborne estate, and bow Archie Glentborne rose to the occasion 

wb.lcb allowed the Cadets to return, makes good reading . 

After much troulll.e from Hudson I, Co. Nel8CIII Lee was alll.e to 

solve the clues from the rescued box and John Wlllard Inherited a 

considerable fortune wb.lcb enabled him to return to !l, Frank 's as a 

peylng pupil. 
This was a series ol. much acUon and variety Into which E. S. 

Brooke put bis very beat efforts In the making. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
~ GroyfriaaHoll•y.umaJa (arlpodo), 1!125, 1!126, 1!151, 1!139, E-,.llo,s ' Hololoy 

Auml 1927. lkcld• lorl' Amal, Wodeboan's •J...,. &F_.1 Spirit", "I.B. $ Blue 

Ml.add•"· 
}AMES GAU., U AND!llsc»i A VENU%, AKIIDUN 

Toi. 022' 49tn6 
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00 YOU REMEMBER? by Ropr M. Jenklu 

No. 155 - Holiday Annual for 1926 

There la a fuctnatton and charm about tbe early Holiday Annual.a, 

brought about largely by copious Ulll8lrat1ona and aupportlng materlal 

like poems &Dd cludty articlea about Hamlltaitan acboola, u well u 

BUly Bunter'• Annual that appMred H a separate Item lD tbe centre ol 

tbe volume. Unfortunately the ltorlea themaelvea were often aeccnd­

rate lD q.iallty and ilWly were by aubatltute writers, which mema that 

beneath the glitter there WIii! a good deal ol droes. The 1928 Annual -s 

not, perhaps, the best of them all, but lt bad aome worthy component 

parts that merit consideration . 
The minor Items were not too auapicloua. A tale of St. Katie' e 

by Michael Poole ls not everyone'• cup ol tea, nor are Sidney Drew's 

tales ol Gen Wap, A achoo! story by P. G. Wodehouse added a touch ol 

clue, but alas it was only two chapters. The Rookwood Item "88, as tt 

so often happened , a subetltute story, which .,.. a little surprising atnce 

there were then ten years of Rookwood atorles available for reprinting. 

There was a genuine Cedar Creek story, with the seasonable title 

"&J.owbound11
• 

It was Greyfrlars and St. Jim's, however , that really kept the 

flag flying . A reprinted tale about Wlbley Impersonating Mr. Eugenio 

Mobbs and caning Ponsonby ,. Co, provided a humorous touch, whilst the 

St. Jim' s reprint was that rather curious story of. an anonymous letter of 

lnstlts sent to Mr. llnton; the handwriting expert who wae called In had 

no hesitation lD ldentlfy1ng Grundy as the author when be was in fact 

innocent, but Dr. Holmes had auch faith lD the expert that Grundy was 

sentenced to be flogged. 
The 1926 Annual was undoubtedly distinguished by the two stories 

specially written by Charles Hamilton, both ol. which were slightly 

unuaual In that an element of fantasy was allowed to cree p In each. "The 

Scbemer of St. Jim's" was about Glyn'a invention of a Death Ray, told 

with no little amusement, but still hovering on the verge of science 

fiction. "Lucky for Parkinson" was about that studious Removtte, 

destin ed to win a Balliol scholarehlp, but really desirous of playing In 

the Greyfrlars football team against Rookwood. He sat disconsolately lD 
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hie study reading In German the story of Peter Schlemihl who was 
haunted by the Man In Grey clferlng untold treasures In return for a 
algnature In blood. lllddenly the study was filled with a bluish Ugh! -
and Parldn80D got hla wlah, scoring fifty goals for Greyfriars In one 
match ! It need hardly be added that the Man In Grey did not carry oU 
Parklneoo, but ooe thing Is certain: he was never heard of again In any 
other Greyfriars story! 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
ECHOES ON "BESSIE" 

W ROWUY : Tbe pohd: you make i bo1' Hamilton bdag mnri,e to cn:ate a..tc Buata b • 
very valid one. After my 11,ler had fl.mabed reading her School Fri~ they wue ,-.ed to 
me to keep me occl!ped after 1 bad read the Magnet of the week. My feell.ng tbm wu th.at 

I had bad a turfeit of Buat• aiad coal d well have. doae without the youo.g lady. I know that 

my .i.er thougbt that 1-le spoilt the llorl• and it wa, h;rgely for th1t ,-,oo. that tbe 
Scboolgid, 1 0wtt replaced tbe School frlead a my '1,tc 1

1 choi ce a couple of yea n latu. 
The ghb of Cliff Howe, '-1• included, have bad a more enduring exutace a, 

'loc ldcta l' cbaractas in the stories of Creyf rlaa an.d tt b JK*ible, I 1uppo,e, that this 
locreued the nu:mbe:r of girl naden for the Magnet. Be that .u It may, W. G, Bunter was 
too much Buater for me and l co uld have done without dtber hit brother or hb sister, It wa, 

nice , however, t o have the man: attra ctive young ladi• aro\md, 

ESMOND KADISH, A, fu u CW! Home Is concerned, 1 agree t hat Ch.aria Hamtlton 1s 

writing: h rather stilted, be had after a ll, a typical Edwardian atti tude to girls and women, 
and tnded to place them OD the pedmtal t hat •as reserved for the "!air sex" until 
"unf eminine" behaviour lOlt them due regard. He was still calling Cla ra Trevlyu "Miss 

Clata" a, late a, 1937! 
Bealt IJ, indeed, lD many ways, a carbon copy of ha brother, and yet there ate 

times, in Mt. HamUton 11 stories, when she developc an appeal of her OWt1. That 1935 ot '36 

pictlA'e by Leonard Sbiddl of Bea:te Jammed lo th e window of the woodlhd, with Mia Bellflt' 
pulling and "The Bull" pmbi og, 1bow1 a dtuatioa which J penoo.ally, found funnier than 1 
would have done it BWy had been there tmtead - although I haven't actually worked out why. 

Certainly Bessie appean rather 1hrewdct in Mt . Hamilton• , writings than she doa in 

some of the later "subttttute" stories In th e "School Friend" . Billy Is always obtuae and 
lmemitive, but bas bb own brand of cu:nnlng, whereas Beale, in some of the "School Friend " 
,torl a of the ~t. 'twntl• 11 given lln• to say which make bet appear almost Intellectually 

sub- normal. 
So, pleue give my congra tula tions to Mla: Bunter OD the occasion of her sixtieth 

birthday. J would have sent bu a hamper, b~ I undcntand that Ml.a Bullivant bu put her 

on a strict diet to get her weight down • so bad luck, S- le! 



Pi!P 18 

W. 0. C. LOP'TS: CbulesHamlltonmfortautelyDn•WTOCebbllffoftbeClJHHowe 

dfdr, ... -, orw9 l~ wrttllllp ta the put ht. tlac S.P.C. &Del C. D, colam• u.,. b .... 

aab11y ..i- ..,.....i "1 Scbool Fnead ud Scboolpl ... _, a..i wnt• of,.._-• ._ 
ltod•. c ... hly 1'• bc1laed to • .,.. tbat at.. fall ,r.oq wtll DOW a,..,. be told. 11m at a 

ICMI to ........ f«. imtaw;:e of wby Hamiltoa wu '° lDc-ed .Stb tbe whole alfdr, wbu lt 

....... Mos- ... _ wbo ...,,,..i him •dtlAc ,.,. na Scbool Fd...t. Y• •• _. o1 .... 

sJow111s tenm aboc Wm la b.b Autoblc>pwpliy! Mr, C. M. Dowa. told me du, ldtmelt" la a 

,._..1 latrtl .. .omc ya.a ago, Penona.lly I dld DOC mind the l!lbOctDctlon of the CUU 

Howe pm la the Mapet tal• - tboap like JDOlll boys J never had a crwh OD Ma.rjode 

Ha~ A point mlliled lit t.bat tbe odslml 8-le lkmt• of. CWf HOCllc Scbool wu wrt.ttc 

for the Bors' Frlnd IJbnry la l!HS, aod tbb pve Reg, [.,. the Id• ol The School Frlnd. 

n .. tales wae later med la Scbool Frtcd Noc. 9 a:od 11. lnformadoa s~ed only a r .. 

ya.• •So , 11111 .. dt.at Staal-, Al8d.ll ..0 wrote tome CU.ff HoUN lteri• - wbJcb would be 

wOldl readlac, If located.. 

(mrrORlAL COMMINT , Mr. l.oftJ't point that lwic l&mter of Cliff Howe Scbool •u 

aripaally wrttt• for the lov,' Friend IJbruy ol 1'18 b Int-._, and I laad DClt laoard k 

before. l fta,d It dlfRcaJt to bel1nt1, tboagb, that tbc ,tory ttntually b.:ame tfos. 9 nd 11 

of tbe. School Fdend.. More likely , I would thlAk, tbat the story b.came Noc. 1 and 2 ,) 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
REVIEWS ----

TOM MERRY' 8 BE8J' Martin Clifford 
(Howard Baker: £4 . 95) 

Here la anodas St. Jlm', tr..ture to add to your bookc:an. It compril• elght Cams 

bom la te l !illS a.ad early 1936. 'Jut, ct cows•, was in tti. middle perlod or th• repnnta 1 and 

tbe storl• come from th e later Colden Age of the blue Caa. Each yun ls 1'9ffl) In Its own 

way, and tbb collection provldel splendidly varied readln1. 

Wldl one; a ceptlon, dl tbe 11tort• odp.nally app-.uad In late 1912 and udy 1913. 

Tbc acept:loa was "The Kidnapped H•dmaster " (originally entitled ' 'Held to R.aneom" la 

bte 1911), and It wu eatlrely throu&h me tha t It wu reptlnte d in March 1936. I sot In t0111Ch 

wtth Ml. Down about It - aor OD accouat, 1 mmt cODf•, of any speclal •mUty In tba rtocy, 

for I t.d ane:r rad It - but bec:a~ • It Hamed a pity that ltum from the Colden Ase 1bo"1d 

be omltt.d. Mr. Down repli ed that be would ba va it looked up and would -. It, &ad, of 

co-•, k evair:111.lly appeared , loag out o! sequence. It II, lD fact, an excellent little 

tbrllle, with Dr. Holm.• lddaappad by ,._..._a , tboap they may aot have be.• ~ lh1d that 

l• HUI . 
"TIie Plot Apimt Tom Merry" (orlsf.aally eatltled "The Pref.ct '• Plot " bt. tbe amu:m.n 

ot 1912) II one of my fa...ocutte bl• C&.m1. Th• prefect ls oae , 11~.m, who wu crated for 

dab o.. llf:ary u upUioa - fodder. He wa, expadable. n.,.. b a deJJabtfW seq..-:• la tbe 

tale bl wldcb Mw Fawc.ct,... tba H•dmut:e to protllt qwi,t the apalsloa of Tom Many. 
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(For tbe lDt..c: of the.• wbo may ha.ppa to follow the Slade •ori• In the C. D. Aunad, 

11Tb.e Prefect's Plot" was the story brousbt to Mr. lkidd1ets mind In "Tbc Evenladc Emptre 11 of 

a year or two a,o. ) 
"D'Arcy , the Tec • (ori&fmlly named "Hard Tlm• 11 ln November 1912) ls an UDUlin.g 

story. The chums of Study No. 6 are rtoay, aDd C._y becom• a dete:rtvc to um 101De 

mODey, It is one or tbc fwmiest tal• Hamilton ever Wide. (O..C• :ap ln, Mr. &,addle f1m 

may recall that it wa, the memory of tbb lOVtly old Gem 1tory wblcb caused Mr. BuclcUe to 

h~b tn church, In tbc middle of tbc Head 11 ••rmon, ID one of the earlier Buddlc stori•,) 

"St. Jlm's oe the Wa_lJ*lh" (oriJlully *At Crips With Tbc Cram:marla.m" in very 

early 1913) la a st«-y of rlnlty with Ryk:ombe Cnmm.ar School, and wW appal to thclic 

who like a llpt frolic. 

I am taking tbe •art•" ln tbelr ortgiaal cbroaoloctcal order, which now btfnp US to 

a mzpificnt ,-ir of holiday adv1DC1.n ya.rm, COIICcntiDg a tr.1un lrldd,a la ac Adriatic 

bland. n ... arc, "Chie to z Fommc" and "Th e Treuure of S.at.a Marla" {cad.tled 

-rapectivtiy "Tom Merry'• Dbcovery " ud "nc St. Jim's Advcntm-as• at r..ta, 1913}. la 

btn y•r1, t ... y would ban made a ,ma of• doten Ulu.• 1 and they are none tbe wone for 

being a compact bit ol advca.ture tn 1913 aad 1936. 

The man wltb the t«:rd or the tn.uure wu named Marco Frulo i. 1913 , and for 

tom e quite lnaplicable reuoa be became Maro L'Cui In 1936. I have ofte panled u to 

wby the cban1e wa, made. Both 1torl• were long 1 and the first one lost a chapter or two In 

the 1935 reprint. The ,ecoad. ooe, fortunately, raa cover to cove r ln 1936, an110 we had 

the wbolc thing. A treat for everyone. 

Nut t he clumstly titl ed "Cettlng Iven with Ratty .. (named "'The Scamps ol the 

School" la the Spring of 1913). A dellcl0ta tale, and always a JtUl favourite of mine. 

FtM.lly "Tom Merry'• Great Jape " (entitled 11At the Eleventh How " lD the autumn of 

1913) wblcb WQ u1l\8llll ln having Mr. Latl::iom well t o the fore. (This ls yet a tblrd sto.y 

wbich Mr. Buddle recaUed for some f'UIOIII or other In a.n Amuaal tale named .rn.e Sptrlt of 

Sbde 11.) 

Altogether, a ,plendid collection fc.- the St. Jim's entb~lut. Apart from the flnt 

of the tre.a1ure bunt rtorl•, the pnmlng is lnslp..lflcaot and nothing ls spoiled. 

What will strike the avenge rudu, l fancy, ls bow much better the abstn.ct, a.nd 

oft en cbannlDg, titlt11 of the blue Can were than the new one, tupplted, for no 1ood ru,on 

at all, to the ,ame tal• lo the mld -tbhtles. Another tho.ht, which com• to aoy readtt 

of ltorlet from the blue Gem, is that so many of the tales would have been c.xtended Into 

lengtby serl• In later yun, Tbe com pact nature of the plots made the Cem a ,muh -hl t 

,uc c- In the day, wbn lhc talt11 nm appeared.. 

BILLY BUNTER'S OWN (Howard Baker: £4. 95) 

Th lt b an "Ana\11.l" in,. wl11111c1 with a varied collection of delJ c lom Items, n .. 
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a.re three wbita--covued Ma&'Detl. One of them, the top ol this bW fa all Ukellbood, fs -n.. 
Hero ol Cteyfrlan" from the spring of 1916. The theme h sllgbtly hackneyed, tn that an 

lmpmtcr - ln tbb cue, Billy Bunter - steals the )nldot due to the real hero - la ebb cu e , Bob 

Cb eny - who saved Sir Hilton•, D.iece &om beia.& run ove.r by a train. It ls the ct.ale story In 

wbicb lkaa dlawi up a but of "damag• " for Sir HUtoa - "Eton Jacket soiled by contact with 

t•der." k war mapJ.ftceut hm ln ltt day, and a:111 ha, lots of ch.arm. 

Tbere arc two typical Coker tal•: "Coker'• Con,c:rlpt 11 from Easter 1916, and 

"Ca.t.cbhlg Cok• " from the summer of 1919. 

"Moray'• Muter-Stroke " 11 an origin.al Rookwood ta.le , lifted from the 1924 Holida y 

lu>Dm.l . 

Ma ry Cadogan contributes a happy article ' 'Those Endearing Young Charmen 11 whic h 

serves to lm:roduc e No. 2 of "Th e School Friend" of 1919, th e ,ec:ood of the four ttories which 

Hamilton WJOte for the pa~. Dodlboa', pictures will touch plenty of se:ntlme.ntal .b uru:. 

Once ap..la we have a Nelson Lu Ubn.ry blow n up in she to Maguet propO!dons • 

and extremely well clone, one might add. A boon to the poaeaon of ey• which have run 

a lot of ,ervtce. The rtory ls 11The Mystery of the Pol10oed Ri ver", an excellent t !128 single 

whJch 1 lacldut:ally 1 wu th• fl.nt St , Frank's tale J ever rea<L Yun later, It wa, nm as a 

•bolt salal la the Ccm. A novel ya m, 

n erc are two comecudvc Cem1, trom the autumn of 1937 - " Sklmpole tbe 

Bea.evol ait " aad "Sld.mpole's Scrape". Tb•e two tala were from the blue Cem of late 1915, 

wbn tb ey were em.itled "Skimpole 1
, Windfall" and "Tbe last Hope". By the end of 1915, 

tbe blu Gem wn loag put la 1.enith, but tbae two couected tala are amoo c th e bat of 

the period. Sklmpole gets a cheque for £20 a, a reward for :an arti c le. la "Tbe n ytag Time, " , 

Uke. a good roctallrt~ he ,peadl the money on the poor ar we.11 21 on the spongea. Then It 

turw out that h bu received. the money by mlsuke, and be har to pay It back. So, In the 

,econd tale, Tom Meny & Co. get up a "bendh " for Sklmpole. Cood fun , k n•l an d 

orlgln21 plot, and good entertalamUll , 

All told , we coagntulate Billy Bunter for bl, own rdecdon for om enjoyme nt. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Electric Trams , Muffin Men, Iroo Hoops - and a story that was new way 

back early in the Century 

THE MISADVENTURES OF MARMADUKE 

Marmaclllke wu 11:111 cootlauJag bh 

vlctorlom career. Everyone be m~ 

•hrte.k.d a nd fiod. He wa, bewild ered and 

ema ged. 8ootll and other articles we:re 

haded a t hlm, and he wu burt. He did 

DOt know la tb• lea.st where he wu golna, 

ud be found h.1mnll soon a, the docl' or 

the home - dame', room. 

Mr. Tagg!• wu t bue, e.xplatnb1g 

to Mn. Tuffy th• awful apparidon h e had 

met IA the corridor, and the dame w..­
U,tenlng with 1nlf(s of disbe li ef •• 



•A nodul tisbt! • •id Taul•. 

"fancy .a obj.ck dx fHt 'lab, wltb a £ace 

like a corpus, and flamlag -r•, and 

breathing fire -- " 

"Noar-•! 11 said Mn, Tuffy. 
"You have be.a cklnldug, Taul•! " 

"I haven't touched a drop for more 'a 

hOUr, Mn. Tld'fy. There waa flte comi.Qg 

out of its mouth and nostril,, aad It was 

ahridd.ng like one o'clock. He.llup! 

There It b!" 
Mn.. Tuffy ~ a startled gla.nc:e 

to the door , Th•• wu Marmaduke, aocl 

the house-dame pv a one look at him and 

fell In a fablt. 

That WU a ab°" ill the,._, ... 
Ma.rmaduke fled •&•hi, but thll time be 

,-n Into a 1tran1 pdr of anm wb.lcb cl 01ed 

on him. He •naled and kicked wildly, 

"Quiet, you young au! 11 aald the 

voice of Kildare. 'fW'bat arc you playing 

this d.lly game for, frlplmtlaa the maidt? " 

"Let me go! " 
The caJQln of St, Jim 1, dnued 

M.annaduke Imo the light, and a crowd 

collected roUDd him. 

''Wut ll lt7 " psped Oaf'NlL 
11111, that new kid" Klldln .. td, 

1haklag Mannad uke violently, 11Smytbe, 

how dare you play thb 11lly trick? ~ a 

me at once.. 

"l don1t bow what you're Ullcma 
aboi.a, " yelled M.annadtlke. "I b&Uevt 

everybody I.a. thu .:.bool bu son• mad. 

I won't stay heTe to b e Insulted. Let me 

,o." 
"How did you get lato that stat e ? " 

"Wha t state?" 

"'Doati you know tbe state your 

!ace Ii ln? 11 

11You let my fac e alone. It 11 
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nothlq to do with you. " 

KJld&re'• upr-lOD cb.aagcd. 
111 fancy be doelu't know wbat'• 

tb e matter," be • i d. 11Somebody mwt 

have !lxed him up like tblt, tboqgb I don\ 

1ee bow tt could be done without hil 

knowing It. "' 

"lt 11 all right, Kildare, " sa id 

Blake, who bad j ust arrived on the ,pot. 
1'He 11 been ul eep ID our ttudy, and some· 

boct, palDled b1m wbllc be wu deeplJ!i. " 

Tbe captain looked at b1m sternl y. 

"Your handiwork, Blake , I 

"No, Kildare , honour brl_gbt. It 

gave me an awful shock wbe.o I came ta 

and found bJ.m looking at me over the top 

of a chalr. J thought It wu a gobll.a." 

Marmaduk e wa 1 beginning to feel 

alarmed. He twisted bhnaelf loose !-rom 

Kildare 1t grip aDd rushed to the neue,t 

gla.a. He a.aaffed back la affright at 

what be .aw re.fiected therein. 

"Cheer up, Manny!" aald Blake. 

"lt'1 only tomeon e bc.n painting you 

wWle you were ad ee;,. Don't mind me 

,mlllng. " 
" Tlw ls an om:nge!" p,ped 

Marmaduk e. "'I wW complalA. I will 

not ttay In tbl1 schoo l. 11 

'
10on 1t be a fool! 11 aald Klldatt 

grlmJy. "Co and gel that pal • cl eane d 

off yow face. lt'1 a practical Joke, 
tbat', &11, H 

The captain walked away . He 

wient to the hot11emuter 11 TOOm. and 

aplala ed tlut Manna.duke bad b«-A a 

victtm 1 and Mr. Kldd 1 wbo bad carefully 

selected a nlce, strong can e, ptt It away 

apto. 
It took Mannaduk. tom e ti me to 
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·- all Jea,r', handiwork off bit ,.tmw. 
He 11erubbed at lt, la a fo,y, vowlnt 

vq•nc• th e while. He believed that lt 

wa1 Blake wbo had painted blm, and it 

wu upoa tile lead• of Study No. 6 that 

he ,yowed •eD&•DCe. 

The nat day Marmad uke made 

hb •w-.•nce ta the Fomt.b Form. He 

hid come dowaltl.ta ,orc and •va s e. 

'1'11.e br-..kfut of the JDIO!S wa, not much 

to bb futidlour ta.Re, and afterward&, 

having still .a cavlty to fill, he had gone 

to •mple tome of the eatabl• ,-eked lD 

bk box. 
He wu m\DChing coat.t'Dt.edly while 

the ,_ of the Fomth marched Into tbe 

Form-room, and a coupl e of boyw were 

Nllll to hUDt for him. Mr. Latbom, the 

muta of the Fowtb Form, looked at him 

stemly u be came l.11 hetwHD Mellltb 

and Harles, a he1pl• prisoner. 
'"Nb .. have you bH:D, Smythe? " 

"ID the donnltory, " powled 

Mumadake.. 
"What have you bee:n doh11 7" 

-tadnc. " 
"F.altlna: whee you should have b een 

In form! What do you m•n by thu 

cODidact:7" 
Marmad uke made DO reply, 

"Do you not bow ,r,ben to appeu 

i.11 form?" asl<ed Mr. Latbom mildly, 

"Were you DDt to ld?" 

"Y• ." 
"You should call me d.r! 11 

"Slr! 11 naded Manm.dllke. "I 

wanted aom•blq to •t. The grub here 

la beutly . ~DI Uka l Uva bHD. m..J 

to. • 
"Sit!" 1Mpped Mr, IAthom. He 

wa, a good- tempered little man, but 

Marmaduke,.,., tl'ylng . 

"Sit!" •Id Mumaduh. 
Ha at down at a d-.k. Ha 

u.taed, •• the lemon went on, ID 

mi~led lll -tem,- and 1m•1ln-. 

Th• Head baa been unwlWac: to put a 

boy o( bb age In the Thi.rd. Or, Holm• 

bad aplatned tblap to Ml' , latbom, who 

wa, prep9red to take a gl9t d•l of 

troeible for Mannadaka 1a •Ice. Tbe 

difficulty waa that Marmad uke bhruelf 

wam't pnpared to take uy, 
When tbe 1-.oa wa, over 

MannadQke wnt atnJgbt to tbe acbool 

gate and climbed over. JUlt •• be pat 

bl, leg over the t0p, tbeN Wlll a shom 

111 the quadn. -.le . 
"Hi, tbwe.! Coma dowo 1 yw 

young himp! • 

ft waa T•1sl•, the porter. 

Marmaduke took no notice. He 

scrambl ed over the gate, and ln a minute 

more be wa, rwmiag down the ro.d 

towards Rylcombe. 

(Anoth er lmtalmbt of thb Old, Old 

Story next momb. ) 

• • • • • • • • • * • • • • • • • • • • • • • * * • * • • 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Mr. stan Knight 's new ad dr ess ls 36 Overbrook 

Drive, Cleevemowit Estate , Cheltenham, Glos., GL52 3HR. ~: 

This address ls for correspondence only.) 



Pae 23 

BIOGRAPHY OF A SMALL CINEMA 

No. 62. LADY IN THE LAKE 

Out opening fea ture came bom 

Warner aro.. thb ttrm, whh the tlnbter 

Sidney Greemtree.t in "The Verdict" . A 
coloured caitoon wa., 1'Whe:n I Yoo-Hoo 11 

and a three Stoog• comedy had the awful 

title 17b ey Stooge to Conga 11
• 

Next week, from M, G. M., brou.ght 

Van Johnson and June Allyaon ln "Hi gh 

Barbaree" with a TOD3 & Jerry coloiired 

cartoon "Tnp Happy" . 
The following week, allo from 

M. C, M. , bad Robat Montgomery at the 
,tar attra ction 111 ''lady in the Lake" Crom 

a novd by Raym ond Ch2t1dler, Thu wt1 

a. veiy t1Dusual film ln that the whole story 
was told from the vtew of the hero of the 
tal e, It meant that the only time we saw 

the hero wa1 when his reflection happai.cd 

to be caught in a minor tn a room or 
reflected la the gb.a of a shop window . 
It seemed a bit of a wute of a handsome 

young star like Robat Montgomt:ry. I 

dtd not care a lot for the f1lm, I seem to 
recall. As the story was told and photo-­
graphed It wat a novelty, but 1 10 far• • 
I know, it was au u:perlment never t ried 

in any other film, A colour ed can:ooa 

was ''Henp ec:ked Hobots". 
Next wuk, from Warner Bros. , 

came Ida Lupino la "The Mau I Love.'1, 

There was a big supporting bill which 

Included two 2-Nel com edJ• and a 
ccloured cartoon 11Mysto Fox 1•. 

The, from M, C. M,, Manha ll 

Thompson In 11Ca.llant Bets" in Ctaecolor . 
A film abol.lt a bone, I fancy, and bound 

t o be popula.r. A coloQN:d Droopy cartoon 
was "NCllth-Wffl HOUPded Polic e". 

The fcllowtnc week our main 

attraction came from M.G.M, and wa, 

Walter Pidgeon and Claud&tte Colbert in 
'' The Secret Heart 11• I am llOt certa in , but 
J think th b may have been the film venioa 

of a play which was very popular at that 
dm e. A Tom & Jerry coloured cartoon 

was ''Cat Fbhlag''. 
Next, from Warner's, Ida Lupino 

In 110evotloa. 11 plw a big bill which h.c luded 

a co loured cartoon ''Foxy Flatfoot:111
• 

After that, from M. G. M. , came 

Uonel Banymore In "Cynthia's Secr et" 

which h only a aame to me now, Yet 
another Tom & Jerry coloured cartoon was 
11Springtlme for Thomas". 

The. next wHk brought , f.rom 

M.C,M., lanrel &Hardy la 118onnle 
Scotland", which was probably pretty good, 
though the two comedlam were not at their 

best usua-lly In full-length features - I 
prefured them In 2-r eelen, There wue 

two co lomed cartoom la a big support ing 

programme - a Tom & Jerry entitled "P:art­
Tlme Pal" and auotb ar entitl ed "Red Riding 
Hood Rides Again" . 

Nut, from Warner Bros., came 

Barbara Stanwyck in "My Reputation". la 
the same blll there wue two coloured 
cartoons ''Hot Footlights" and "Cockatocx 

for Two". 
Final f•tme of the tum ca.me. 

from M. C.M., and ~s Georg• Murphy la 
"The. Arne.lo Aifal r". A Tom & Jerry 
colotre.d c artoon wu "Solid Serenade", aad 
there. we.re. two three. Stoog• comedJ•. At 
the thre e Stooges went, I would think tbb 
wa.1 oae too :many, but I daresay the donb l e 
helping went down w1th the youtbfal audienc.•, 



Page 24 

The, 'Postman Ca110d (Interesting Items from the 
Editor ' a letter-bag) 

HAROLD TRUSCOTT (Huddersfield): One or two points arising out of 

the March C.D. , from the Holmes-Blake dlscuselone. It's a perecnal 

point, but, then , a good deal of what makes the C.D. Interesting le 

personal points, isn't It? I grew up with the Sherl ock Holmes stories, 

and I think I have read the whole canon quite a number of times; I also 

read, at the same time, a great deal of Sexton Blake, although not so 

much In recent years. I admire both , but In difierent ways. :9.lt neither 

Is my favourite fictiooal detective. The excellence or otherwis e of Blake 

as a pure detective depended , I have always thought , a good deal on who 

wrote the story - and there were strikingly difierent levels of excellence: 

not eo mu ch In story value , although this varied "1!te a bit , as In straight 

detective work. I think that this item varied also In the Holmes stories, 

not, obviously, for the same reason. Holmes' way, too, of looking from 

the window , or at someone who pas sed him and Watson In the street, and 

reeling off the Items that obviously made the man a plumber , or a fish­

monger, or whatever It might have been; so often these items could 

have been explained In hall a dozen difierent ways; and usually there was 

no proof, only Wat son's admiration. Doyle's writing at times irritated 

me, too; too often melodramatic and even sometimes downright bad. 

Less so In hie other work. the Challenger stories, although these have a 

little of tbe melodrama, The Tragedy of. the Korosko, which Is excellent, 

~. also good. On the other band , I have tried three times to read 

The Firm of Girdlestone and have had to give It up each time as unread ­

able. I have noticed , Incidentally, that Holmes addicts rarely mention 

any of Doyle's other writing. 

FRANCIS HERTZBERG (Nr. Beblngtao ): Sexton Blake Is back again -

In the new Tornado comic , disguised as "Victor Drsgo". Tinker ls 

Spencer, Pedro bas become Brutus , and the Grey Panther Is the Sliver 

Ghoet . Only Beker Street remains ltseU. One pair of names remains 

the same. Eflgar Hollis , the thriller write r, bas two butlers - of course 

called LOFTS C. ADLEY. 

LES ROWLEY (Truro): I remember tbe Canterbury Music Hall and 
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believe that I was first taken there to bear Josie Collins sing . Was It 
not very near one of those giant viaducts over which the railway to 
Waterloo ran? 

I think that It Is right to call the Magnet, the Gem, the Nelson 
Lee et alla, 'story papers' for stories nre whnt they contained . I always 
thought of 'comics' as questionable aids to liter acy . The act of following 
a series of pictures to understand a story was I reckooed (at the lofty 
age of ten) for the very young. I was certainly proud that I bad 'gra duated' 
from the comic to the story paper, and would have been Indignant If any­
one had referred to my beloved Magnet as a 'comic' . D: Is a sad reflection 
that the story papers are no more but the comics multiply and now appeal 
to a higher age group than hitherto. 

W. T. THURBON (Cambridge): Maurice Hall in the April C.D. asks 
"If the Hamilton papers are not comics, what are they ?" The short 
answer, as you said in the preceding C.D., Is "st ory papers" . When I 
was a boy, we were quite clear about what a comic was . If we asked for 
a comic, we meant "Rainbow", "Puck" or 11 Cbuckles", etc. If we 
wanted, say, 11Union Jack", ''Marvel" or "Boys' Friend", etc., we 
called them books. 

A collector should know the difference between a comic, a story 
paper and a magazine, and should use the right terminology, however 
ignorant tbe "media" may be abait 11comlcs 11

• 

JACK OVERHILL (Cambridge): I keep wondering why Story Papers as 
a name for our old favourite s bas eluded me for so long. There It was 
staring me in the face and rve puzzled my brains to think up something 
when rve been referring to them . And one way and another over the 
years that's been considerable, all the writing I've done. Impossible to 
call them collectively 'Boys' Weeklies' - there were the moothlle s ; and 
it was the same with the several names I've thought up: something was 
always wrong with them. Stumped, rve sidled round the problem In 
variou• ways. A pity when the short cut was right In froot of me. 

I've read of a Chinese proverb: NONE IS SO BLIND AS HE 
THAT CAN SEE. Seemingly, It 's right. 

Anyway, as you rightly point out, STORY PAPERS Is un­
doubtedly the right name for them. So damn the trendy Journalists -
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most of them don't know what a spilt lnflnltive Is , let alone the fused 

participle - STORY PAPERS It Is for me. 

LEN WORMULL (Romford): The Canterbury was my father 's favourite 

Music Hall. and ( remember him taking me as a boy. l cannot say which 

came first , the railway or theatre, but certainly the si ting was most 

unfortunate. I believe attempts were made to muffle the noise , but the 

rumblings still l eaked through . One of the most famous of music halls , 

It ended inglorious ly as a cinema. My last visit was shortly before the 

war, not for the films strangely enough, but for a certain musical act 

on the same hill. The train effects were there to the end, as I remember. 

It passed on some years ago, and ( beli eve there Is a commemorative 

pla<pe on the site. 
Recently I came across some old notes on the Trocadero cinema, 

mentioned years back in C.D. l note that It opened on Monday, 22nd 

December , 193 0. The films were: "Bed & Breakfast" with Richard 

Cooper and Jane Baxter (Dir. Walter Forde), and ''Th e storm , with 

Lupe Velez and William Boyd. On the stage were I.J.llan Burgess , top of 

the bill, and the O'Gorman Bros. I well remember the latter, but cannot 

place the former. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

News of our Clubs 
MIDLAND 

Meeting held 27th March, 1979 

Reasonable travelling conditions on a showery night pushed our 

attendance up to ten . These Included Bob Acraman and Len Berg. 

With visitors present it was a meeting turned over entirel y to 

discussion. Bob Acraman , who said the Nelson Lee China Seri es had 

always interested him, brought a worn copy of that series and also the 

original manuscr ipt s from Edwy Searles Brooks. 

A fact previously unknown to most of our members was that 

Howard Baker was at one time an author hlmseU instead of the publisher 

we now know him to be. 
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The.usual feature, Anniversary Numher and Collectors' Item was 
on show. These were, Anniversary Number - Gem No. 59, The Rival 
Editors, dated 27th Mar ch, 1909 and seventy years old t.o the day and 
the Collectors' ·Item was a bound volume of early Nelson Lees of 1916 
vintage, No. 66 to 78, dated 9th Seitember, 1916 to :?lid December, 1916. 
These old papers evince great Interest. 

Coffee and jam doughnuts were provided by Ivan Webster for 
refreshments. · I enjoyed the coffee, but several members, not because 
they do not like jam doughnuts, but probably because the jam doughnuts 
do not like them, declined. Bunter does not suffer from Indigestion but 
many of us at our age do . StUl it was generous of Ivan t.o bring them 
along. 

On show were the dust jackets of the next two Howard Baker 
reprint volumes, ·Billy Bunter's Own Annual and Tom Merry's Own 
Annual. Owing to bis close connection with Howard Baker, Bob 
Acraman get these in advance. They looked Inviting. 

With the light nights now ahead of us we may expect better 
attendances. 

JACK BELLFIELD - Correspondent. 

CAMBRIDGE 

We met at the home of Edward Witten on Smday, 1st April. 
Bill Thurbon reported that John Edson had recently published bis 100th 
book for Corgi, "J.T's Hundredth", an antbology of bis main cbaracters, 
Including stories for the Thomson Papers, including the story line for 
a picture strip in Victor. Mike Rouse reported that he bad recently found 
on bis bookshelves a paper back book be bad bought some years ago, and 
inadvertently failed to read at that time. He bad read It , and found that 
not only was It an outstanding ly good adult story, but also It bad appealed 
very str ongly to bis schoolboy pupils when read to them; there being 
frequent requests for re-reading the opening chaiter s . Keeping the book 
in a plain cover Mike read some extracts to the Club, then challenged 
them to identify the author. Prom it Identificat ion from several member s 
was Jack Overblll, the book being ''T he Snob". 

Adrian Perkins reported that Anglia Television was considering 
a programme in the "Bygones" series on Comics; film was to be taken 
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in Danny's shop, and Danny suggested that a member of the Club should 
· be present when this was being dooe to talk about the Club. lt was agreed 
"to ask Bill Lofts to represent the club. 

A Quiz caused furrowed brows as members sought to recall their 
Hamiltoo lore and struggled to disentangle Morcove from Cliff House! 
After a neck and neck contest Bill Thurboo emerged winner by one point, 
due principally to his memories of his favourite among Sexton Blake ' s 
lady friends, Mlle Yvonne. 

Edward ran a Quiz on Music Hall EntertaJners; this proved very 
popular. Jack Overhlll drew attenUon to l.T .V . Dick Turpin serial. 
Bill Thurboo then gave a talk on the sword and the development of the art 
of fencing, with quotations from various "cloak and sword" stories; an 
interesting discussion followed, a number of authors being recalled. 

The meeUng closed with a vote of thanks to Edward for his 
hospitality . Next meeting on 6 May, at 5 All Saints Passage. 

~ 
Bill and Thelma Bradford must have been highly delighted with 

the excellent attendance that graced their Ealing home on 8th April. 
For those who bad missed the very good Bessie amter telecast on 
B.B.C . T .V. Nationwide on the 5th April, Mary Cadogan bad brought 
aloog a tape recording of the lovable duffer's 60th birthday and photostat 
coples of the article that appeared in the Guardi1111 by Mary H.Dd Patricia 
Craig. Furthermore , the slides that the B. B. C. screened will possibly 
be shown at a future meeting of the club. Roger Jenkins , the Hamilton 
librarian, announced that the famous Frank Richards classic story of 
Hlgbcll!fe, ''The Boy Without a Name" In the Boys ' Friend library, was 
now available for loan thanks to Darrell Swift of the Northern Club who 
bad provided a copy. The grateful thanks of all present were accorded 
to Darrell and which were recorded In the minutes. 

Bill Bradford bad thought up a very good Greyfrlars characters 
qu.iz and competitors were pruvided with a grid that bad all the letters of 
the alphabet thereon and bad to put down the names of all pupils, masters 
and characters that appeared In the Greyfriars saga. Millicent Lyle was 
an easy winner. 

Maurice Corkett read an excellent discourse which be entitled, 



In The News. This treatise was culled from his scrapbook which he 
had added all the hewscuttlngs, etc., over the years. 

• Price' was the Initials of the Magnet series <plz that Roger 
Jenkins conducted and a worthy winner was Eric Lawrence. 

Ray Hopkins read some humorous chapters from the Nelson Lee 
series which dealt with the arrival of the Trotw ood Twins, Nicodemus 
and Cornelius at Saint Frank ' s. 

Bob Blythe read extracts from newsletter of April 1962. 
Bill and Thelma were suitably thanked for a very pleasant 

meeting and with Sam and Babs Thurbon present to remind everyone 
that their home at Twickenham would be the venue for the 13th May 
gathering. Kindly Inform if Intending to be present. 

BENJAMIN WHITER 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • * 
WANTED: Magadl No.. 779, 822, 833 , 871 , 948 , 949, 982; also The Champion No , 103. 

H, W, Vl.RNON1 5 GIil.MAN ST, 1 CHELTENHAM 

VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA 3192, ................................. 
FOR SALE: Magnets 1181, 1322, 1338, 1388, 1391, 1442, l+U, 1448, 1450, Tatty 
condition, readable copl•. £4. SO the lot plus J)Oltage. 

ERIC LAWRENCE1 GREYFRIARS 1 HOLLYBUSH RIDE 

WOKINGHAM, BERKS, .................................... 
FOR SALE OR EXOIANCE: CHA; 1921, 192.5, 1927, 192.8, 1937. Tom Meny't Amu.11.l 
No. 1, A Champion Annual. SOL; 176, 1911 199, 201, 227, 228, 2300 232, 238, 242, 
248, 257, 259 , 261, 302. s. a, e. for data.I ls of coadltlon to -

R, PAYNE, 69 HIGH STREET 

HEAOCORN, KENT .................................. 
SHERLOCK HOLMES -~ alway, ftated (inclw:llng Herl.ode Sbolm • in Grtyfrian 
Hen.Jell}. 

48 SHAI.MARSH, BlBlNGTON, WIRRAL, L63 2/Z. 
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MORE ABOUT CHUCKLES byW. 0. G. Lofts 

I was Interested to read Cyril Rowe's recent article on Chuckles. 

Cyril Is of course "1!te correct In how It started off In 1914 catering for 

the oldest age group, and then through the years ending up Into almost 

the nursery age group of children. 
Chuckles was a comic of the Companion Papers group, that 

Included Magnet, Gem and Boys' Friend. Its controlling editor was 

H. Hlntoo - but the editor on the comic was Lewis Ross Higgins, a 

welshman and being of a gigantic size. According to editors he had been 

an editor on various papers slnce almost a teenager, and was the model 

co which Billy 13uoter was based. Higgins was a very Jolly man with a 

very loud fruity laugh, that Lt was said used to echo round the corridor s 

of Fleetway House. Hinton once stated that "Higgin s was probabl y the 

most clever artlst In England", and whilst this may be an exaggeration 

there ls no doubt he was very talented . He was the art critic for Punch , 

and other glossy Journals, and his own art -work can be seen lD the early 

Herlock Sholmes storles in The Greyfrlars Herald, and he was also the 

artist 'Frank Nugent ' . 
Higgins died after a long Illne ss at st. Albans In 1919, betng only 

34 years old, and durlng his long absences from the paper his chief sub­

editor W. !lanton-Hope took over the comlc . 
Chuckles was prooobly most famous for Its one page Gr eyfrtars 

tales usuall y featurin g Dick Trumper & Co. ol Courtfte ld County Council 

Schoo l , where surprisingly they sometime s scored over the Famous Five . 

Many years ago , and lD 1956, I wrote to Char les Hrunlltoo about thes e 

stories. and whether he had written them. He replied to the effect that 

he bad and '1lke the elephan t who never forgets gave me the titl e of one 

of them 'The Yankee's Race ' . 
However, many year s later , and ln meetlng C. M. Down the 

Magnet edit or, and Stant on-Hope I learned that this was not so, as the 

majority were written by the forme r editor '. Lat er st Ul when r was able 

to peruse offlclal reco rd s, I found this was correct, though Charles 

Hamilton did writ e one sollta ry tale entitled "The Yankee's Race" , so at 

least Mr. Ham ilton' s memory was corr ect in this case . stant on- Hope 

howc, ·e r . enlarg ed on th e mystery by stating that Charle s Hamilton was 
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invited to write the series of 37 numbers, but after the first decided that 
the payment of £2. 2. Od. was not enough . !ht then why his story was 
held up to No. 35 Is one of the mysteries that will never now be known. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • * • • • • • • • • • 
WANTFD: B. B1

1 Bugain, Greyfrlam Book Cl ~b, Voh:. t, 21 31 4; H. Baker Mapdl , Vols. 
~23, 29, 38, 39; Momten, Modem Boyt, Holiday Annm.Js, 1922, 1941. 

JAMES CAil., • • ANDERSON A VENUE, ABERDEEN 

Tel. 0224 491716 .................................... 
NORTHERN CLUB: No report received at time of going to press. 
• • • • • • • • • * • * * * • • • * • • • • • • • • • • • 
FOR SALE OR EXOi.A.NG£: Magneu, Gems, Modern Boys, B.F. L',, S.O.L'1. Many rare 
items. Urgently requiredi Mapea 882 - 1100. 

KEN HUMPHR£YS1 9 NOTTINGHAM ROAD. HUCKNAU. 
NOTTINGHAM1 NClS 7QN, 'Phone (0602) 632566 .................................. 

~ : Magnet No, 1131, ingoodcondJU011andS.O.L . No. 27. loffer£Seacb. 

W. SETFORD, 155 BURTON RD. , DERBY., D£3 6AB ..................... ,., ............ . 
LEN WORMULL writes: MODERN BOY is receiving Danny's attention 
of late, and at the time he writes (1929) the paper was still in Its infancy . 
As all new papers were an exciting event, I remember hastening to buy 
this one on Its arrival, only to be flatly disappointed . Perhap s I wasn 't 
modern enough. or didn' t give It a fair chance, but we never did make It 
together . For this reason, I once turned down a sizeable collection for 
sale at bargain price . Yet a strange thing happened on the way t o the 
Boys ' Friend Library. Here It was that I discovere d Ken King and his 
chum, Kit Hudson. I was so taken by these tale s of the South Seas, that 
they (l.lickly became a most treasured possession. And here It comes. 
I had no way of knowing that their author, Charles Hamilton, was writing 
my favourite Magnet tales under a name he preferred to his own. A man 
of many disguises, as it turned out, yet Imitating no-one. Strange that 
he should captivate me in two different fields of writing . Or ls It? 
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'DIE l'tilL ORDER llOOKSELLER .- FACSIMILE ~RINT SPEX:IALIST *'** 

'!he largest dealer 1n Howard Balcer reprints, """Y thousands 

ot copi ea alVlQ's in s t ock , Plus the bi !89st selec ti on or ne w 

books on our hobb;r an;r,merv, Pleaae send for our nev, fully 

Uluatrated catalogue , price 25p {refundabl e on first order) , 

lllll•l•UIIIU.IIU II Ill llllNIIIIIIU NIUUI I lllftllllflllllllllllllU UI 

STOCK INCLUDES : 

PaesiJlli le r eprints of IIAGIIET (more than 70 different volumes) , 

GEJ'I, NELSON LEE LIBRARY, UNION JACK, DETECTIVE 'o'ErXLY, '!HE 

POPULAR, 'IJIE SO!OOLCI RL, MODERN BOY, GHEYFHIABS HOUDAY 

ANNUALS, and ccmics and bey's pape r s of all descri ptions , 

BILLY BUNT!JI paperback and hardback nonls; SEX'.roN BLAKE 

paperbacks and hardbac ks ; the GIIEYFRURS WALL MAP, "Floreat 

Gre;r!riara" - the E. M. I , long playing record featuring Frank 

Richard s; the GREYFIUA.RS PROSPEC'IIJS, the WORLD OF FRANK 

RIClARDS; and the superb YAROOH: A FEAST OF FRANK RIO!ARDS, 

Book.a of com.J.ca, books about ca.mies, comic ca.rd.a, the D. c. 

'D!OMSON l!OMPER roN llOOK; the D,C, 'DIOMSON FIRSTS; the l!RITI:;H 

COMIC CATALOGUEJ HAPPY DAYS: 100 YEARS OF COMICS; books on 

American ccmics; the DENNIS 1,!!EATL!:Y CRIME OOSSIERS (reprint); 

the l!IGGLES biography .. , 

Buffalo Bill , Tarzan , Agatha Ou-istie , Sherlock Holmes , one 

could go on an d on , Best se nd f or our ca ta logue an:! see for 

yau.rsel!l 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~11••••••••••••1111111u111, ..... 
SECONIJlAND OLD BOY' S BOCKS AND COMICS bou,!ht an d sold , Ask 

for our secondhand list , If you have ~ items for sale let 

u s know for be s t cash offer or part exchange , All H, Baker 

r epri nt s boul!ht f or cash or exchanged, We are particularly 

buying MAGIIETS and all Hamiltonia , S. ll . L, s, Lees , British 

reprints of American oomioa , British comics 193~ , 

"GAILES" • 70 WOOIJlALL LANE • CALVW.EY • PIIDS!:Y • W, YORKS, 

(Postal bu sineee only) , 

Edited by Eric FaYN , E.xce.Wor Howe, 1 IJ Crook.ham Rd. , Crookbam , Nr, Alden h.ot, Hams . 

Utho dupUcath:ig by Yodc DupUcatiq Servic•, 12a nc Sh.am bl• . York, 


