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Best wishes for Xmas and New Year to all my 
customers / friends ~ 

All the usual "goodies" to off er in my Aladdin's 
Cave. Don't forget prices are likely to go up in the New 
Year~ Remember, collecting is better than money in the 
bank . Money doesn't increase in value, but books and 
magazines do~ Combine pleasure with profit~ 

Wants lists eagerly awaited, please state want s 
and chase me for outstanding items . 

Hundreds of half year volumes . Majority of these 
are unused file copies, cont ents as new . Ove r 80, 000 
comics and boys' papers in stock and of course Annuals 
and hardbacks . NEW~ THE RUPERT INDEX. Sixty 
years of Rupert by Lofts & Adley , £3. 50 + post. 

Howard Baker Facsimiles are going like a bomb~ 
Send for lists of these . Also selling Book Club specials, 
the only one besides H. Baker se ll ing these . Magnificent 
volumes. Complete range . Order now before poss ible 
increases~ 

VISITORS welcome. Please advise first . 

NoR.MAN SMAW 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

UPPER NORWOOD 

SE19 2HZ 

Nearest Stat ion B , R . Crystal Pa lace 

Tel. 01 771 9857 
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PARDON THE SLIP~ 

This is the 34th Christmas of Story Paper 
Collectors' Digest. In 34 Christmas seasons we 

,, 

have prepared the currants and raisins and candied peel 
fo r the pudding, and my mother us ed to sa y th at Christmas 
puddings impro ve with keeping . 

,..I 
\.,, \ 

Which is a mere excuse for say ing-. in a festi ve way, that a few 
of us have been writing appr a i sa l s of the Hamilton wor k for a very , 
very lon g time. In consequence, it is hard to find a new slant on a very 
well-travelled road. 
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Last month our contributor, Mr. Haro ld Trusco tt, managed to 
find one of those new slants which are so difficult to find at Christmas 
1979 . In an excellent article, all the more enJoyable for being a new 
view , he talked of how slips made by type - setters or proof - readers 
could spoil what an author intended io be a striking Joke or a rib­
tick lin g situation . 

fuevitably, with an article on suc h a topic , one is reminded of 
the ludic ro us sentence about babies , which fea tured in the abysmal sub 
story "Linley Minor" i.ti the Magnet of early 191 'l . Whether Hamilton 
beard of it at the time , we do not know Probabl y, even i£ he did , he 
didn' t bot her . But some t hirl y years laier he made a song and dance 
about it , perhaps due t o some postwar busybody drawing his at tention to 
It when he was roundly condemning the A . P and the sub writers . .It 
made another stick to beat them with. 

Mr. Truscott expressed the opinion t hat there were a great man y 
prin te r's errors in the Magne t. My own view is tha t there wer e 
surprisingly few down the years - No doubt I am innuenced by my dail y 
morning paper which normall y contains a great mass of spelling mistakes . 
bits le ft out or inserted twice, or lines placed in the wrong ordel."1 or 
plenty mishaps one could think of as a disgrace to a famous paper. The 
smears and smudges often make certain news items unr eadable , and t he 
crossword, which I attempt to unravel , is often part ly indecipherable . 

Compared with my national paper , the Magne t was a paragon of 
perfection. 

Professional proof-readers (I sometimes wonder whether the 
genus is extinct today) shOL1ld not allow m is t akes t o pass . But for the 
amateur, proof - re ading is highl y difficult . I read t he proofs of C .D . 
before it is printed, but the occasional error creeps in, for the simple 
reason t hat one tends t o read , not what is the re , but what one knows 
should be there. 

I reca ll a Mr . Budd le tale m which a boy , who had uncl ean 
finger - nails , expressed the wish to be a docror when he left school 
Mr . Buddle observed (I am quoting only from memor y ) tha t he hoped t..he 
boy would attend more to his personal hygiene befor e it became 
necessar y for him to employ his "bedside" manner . I read i( in the 
proofs as bedside because I knew it should be bedside , but , in fae1 , it 
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really said "beside mann er " which com plet el y spoiled the point. 
I have no doubt a1. all that Charles Hamilton suf fered at Limes 

from printer's errors or care less p1 oof-r P,adlng, and Mr . Truscott 
quotes some .fascinating exa mpl es, particularly t he one about ''R ein 11

• 

All the same , I would na1 be surpr ise d if t he main culprit was 
not Ham ilton himself . He alw ays stated emphaticall y thm he typed his 
thought s straight on to bis machine , be never re - r ead his work, and 
under no cir cums tances did he ever r e - wr1ie anything once ii was done . 
Knowmg his immense out put , we can well think suc h habits were 
unavoidable . Bui only the mosr p.rofessional of men could make suc h a 
claim , and it would seem like ly that error s must creep m now and then. 
He musi have t"ehed a gre at deal on hi s proof - readers , for even lhe 
mos t exper t of typ ists fin ds at t rmes that he has put down t.he most 
wired and wendroful t hgins . Get me? 

THE LIMIT 

T he other evening , on TV , I hea r d a member of Parliament 
expressing the view tha t all Public Schools should be closed down. The 
usual argument for the desirab ility of suc h a happening , it. seems t o me , 
1s tha t because we can't all go to St . F ran k' s , then none of us should 
be allowed to go to St. Frank ' s . On this occasion , however, the 
argument was a littl e different . T he M. P . in question seemed to be 
asserting that a strong point again st the Public Schools is that t hey 
would bring back the 11humil iai ing 11 system of boys being addressed by 
their surnames. 

It surp r ised me , for I did not realise th at the habit of using 
surnames for boys at school had ever gone out. I had a hor rid visio n of 
Mr . Quelch saying to t he Bounde r= "Her bie , if you feel so inclined, will 
you kindly const rue? 11 Or , to Snoop: "Siddeney , pl ease stop shuffling 
your feet, dear . 11 Or to Bolsover: "Percy 1 your lovely hair .is swishing 
into Kevin' s inkp ot behind you . 11 

I can only say that, when I was a lad at schoo l , none of us found 
anythin g humilia t ing in being addressed by our surnames . In fact, we 
t ook pride in it , if we didn 't take it for gra nt ed . We would have squirmed 
if somebod y has called us by our front names , just like Jimmy Silver 
and Tomm y Dodd did when Clarence Cuffy came mincing up and called 
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them James and Thomas. 
One of Charles Hamilton's most deligh t ful stories from the 

Golden Age of t he blue Gem was entitled "The Limi t" . Mr . Lathom was 
away from the school for some reason , and his form was put tempora r ily 
in the charge of a schoolmistress named Miss Ponsonby. Miss Pon 
t reated Mr. Lath om ' s boys as she had been accus t omed to treat her 
form of girls , and she called t hem all by t heir christian names , She 
wasn't a very good disciplinarian , it turned out . But 1t was gTeat fun 
for the reader . 

THE PRINCESS SNOWEE'S CORNER 

I had arri ved back about nine from my dail y hospi t al visi t . I 
had attended to a number of telephone ca ll s . I was having a light supper , 
when I heard the rat t le of the cat - door in the kitchen . I went out int o the 
hall , and there was the Princess Snowee looking ver y well-satisfied 
with herself . Beside her lay the corpse of a mouse . With a few words 
to her about being so remiss as to bring home so unwelcome a visitor , 
I picked up the mouse corpse by the . tail and dropped it into the peda l- bin 
in the kitchen , intending to transfer it to the dustbin later . Such a 
happening is t he one drawback of the cat-door , especiall y if you have an 
adventurous puss . 

I finished my supper , and did some C.D. work. Somewhere 
about midnight , I went to lock up everywhere. I opened the pedal-bin t o 
throw inside spent matches and the dottle from the pipe I had been 
smoking during the past hour . To my astonishment , there was the mouse , 
no lon ger a corpse, but running round and round and round in the bott om 
of the bin . It was very much alive. 

I should have killed it, of course, but I couldn't . My heart smote 
me at the thought of the little rodent living through the nightmare of 
being carried in a cat's mouth from somewhere in the wilds at the back 
of the house; reviving in the pedal-bin; and then falling a victim to me 
brandishing a hammer or calling Snowee to deal with her guest . I 
couldn't. 

I got a torch , and then took out the pedal-bin with the mouse 
still running in c ircle s within . I carried it well down t he silen t lane. 
I came to a big , wide stretch of grass. Gentl y Itilted the bin, and t he 
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mouse scuttled away into t he comparative safet y of the grass . 
When I got home , I am sure there was a look of the utmoSt. 

contempt in t he expressive eyes of the Princess Snowee. 
I wonder what Mr. Wilde ' s Jamie or Mr . Pa rtis ' s Wbiskas , or 

Mrs . Packman 1 s Bebe , noi· to mention Mr. Softee , woul d ha ve thought 
of me . 

CHRISTMAS 

All being well , when this Christmas Number reaches you, the 
C . D. Annual will n01. be far behind . Ti is my op inion t.hat , in thi s year ' s 
edit.10n, we ha e the finest collec t 10n uf hobby articles eve r . I am 
conf iden t t hat you will sa y t he same . All those who want t he 1979 
Annual will ha ve ordered it by now, and I hope that 1t will add pleasure 
to your Christ.mas . 

I wish all my readers t he Happies t Chris tmas they have ever 
had, with the added hop e that: the New Year will bring you eve ryt hing you 
yours elves hope for . 

Madam bas Just asked me r.o send you all her personal good 
wishes for t he Christma s Seas on , and t o renew to yo u our thanks for the 
hope and encouragement which you gave us when she was so 111 in the 
summer . She ha s all your beau t iful ' 'Get Well1' cards, and the le tt ers 
wh ich you sent during t.hai anxious ti me , in an album which we sha 11 
value till t he end of our days . 

A Happ y Christmas , everyone , 
T HE EDITOR 

~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ 
Mr. W. 0. G. LOFTS 

Mr. Lofts has had a spell of bad health re c ently . His doctor has advi sed him to do no 

resear ch work during the next few months, and it is particularly requested that readers will 

not write to him with any questions for some time to come . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
.. WANTED : 1959 Collectors' Digest Annual, Magnets between Nos. 1 to 770 ; S. B. L's 1st and 

2nd Series . Telephone 711874 . 

MARRIOTT, 27 GREENVIEW DRNE, LINKS, NORTHAMPTON . 
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Parm.JS Christmas 
DECEMBER 1929 

The first week of the month bad the most awful wea t her I ever 
remember . The Thames over flowed on several occ as10ns . On the 5th 
t he re were very severe gales , ships foundered , and many lives were 
lost ~. We lost two t iles off our roof, and rhe window of Mrs . Tucker ' s 
sweetshop was blow n in , so there was a mixture of aniseed balls , 
liquorice strips , Packer's Alpine MLxture, and bits of glass . On t he 
7th there was a terri ble thunderstorm at midnight in London , and near 
the Thames there w ere the worst floods for 20 years . 

The first issue of t he Nelson Lee L1brary this month was th e 
enlarged Christmas Number, and the story was "The Ghost of Travis 
Dehe" . The chums are at Handfor t.h ' s coun t ry home for Chris tmas and 
wuh t hem are Eileen and Molly Dare and lo ts of others ~ The re are 
snowfig ht s , and a ghost , and somebody i s kidnapped . Just the thing for 
Christmas . 

Next week PThe Peril of t he Haun t ed Room" . Vivian Travers is 
on watch in the haunted room , a panel opens , and a hand holding a 
re volver appears. A t hrilling series , but t oo short for it ended with 
this second story . But it was eerie and exciting while it lasted . 

For the next st ory we are back at st . Frank 's for a new series , 
and we meet "The Worst Boy in the School". This new boy is a bad 
character, and , quaint ly enough , be is the uncle of Edgar Fenton , the 
captain of St. Frank's . And this uncle of his bring·s much worry to f·he 
popular skipper . 

There has been a most terrible disaster in Paisl ey. 70 children 
died in a panic in a cinema at a children's matinee. The cinema filled 
with smoke , and the youngsters made a rush for the exits . The irony of 
it all was that there was no actual fire , it seems , but an operator had 
put a tin of film on a radi ator and forgotten it , and smoke poured out. 
There is to be a big enquiry into it all. 

The Christmas series in the Magnet is just wonderful, and I am 
sure I have never read anything so good before . It opens with "Coker' s 
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Cracksman" . There ha ve been mysterious burglaries in difteren t parts 
o.f Kem - and we mee i the Head 1 s chauHeur , who is named Barnes , and 
who seems a very nice type of chap . 

T he st.0ry m t he actual Chr1Stma s Number is 11Quelcb y 1 s 
Chrib'tmas Presen t " The present was to ha ve been a Christmas 
pudding , bur. some body changed the pud for something else And 
Whart on and BHnter. out lat e , curne un sumeone br eaking miu or out 
ot Hogbe a Grange . A11d Barue s , the chauffeur , t hat mce young man , 1s 
no1 m his ro om over I he garag e at 1he 1.ime 

Nexr, "Bill y Bunte r • s Ch.t isf-mas" Nobvdy wants Bunte1· for 
Cb t:"ISl c:nas but th e Head is on the way t v spe ud a nigh t a, Wharr on Ludge , 
a.o..:1 Bu11i P 1 g·E.) s a lm And Colune l W'ha!, on r ecognises Barne s , r,he 
ahautte ur , as a w1ld y,,;ung ufii ce r named Pvyn mgs be unce knew Bm 
r he Gol unei agrees ro keep Bani es s sec r e1 . Las f ot rhe mumh 1s 
"Bm rte r Com es to Sta y" 'Ther e 1s a burg lar y a1 ~anke y Hall 11ea:r 
Wharrvn Lvlig e. whil e rhe Rea d a11d his chaufte ur are gues·, s at the 
Lodg~ And rhe r e is a man wnh a square Jaw , whom Wharton a11d .Burti.ef 
saw 0n t he nig ht lha t Hogb en Gr ange was raided Th1s spiffing senes 
w1I1 go on m the New Yea.r wher1 19 30 ar ri ves . I can 't have enough ut 1t , 

At the p ictures ihi s m0Mh we ha ve seen 1·wu l,alkie s The y a.re 
11Coque1re'' wh1c.h rn Mar y Picktm.d s fu ·st. talk mg p1crn1 e; she has a 
rinny vu ice ; and 1 he other one was "Mov retune FuJlie s 0t J 92911 wbich 1s 
a mut:lical pictu r e and ha B so me good '.tn 1es and dancing spe ct acles . 
The silent t1lm s ha ve been Man on Davies in "He r Ca1 dboarct Lover "; 
Mont y Banks m "Adam's Apple"; RCJd la Ruc que m 11Captain Swagger"; 
Hoot Gibson in "King of i.be Rodeo" ; Nor ma T al madge in "Woman 
Dispu t ed"; and May MoAvoy, Louise ..Fazenda , and Edward Ever ett 
Horton in "T he Terr or ". 

There bas been a 4- srory Christmas s eries in t he Gem . "The 
Menace of the Wolf" introduced El Lobo who has come fr om South 
America to hover over St.. J im's just before breaking ·- up . There is a 
South American ju nior nam ed Callao Garcia who fights a bull in the quad . 

Next "Betra yed " in which Sir Napier Wynt er , Kildare's uncle , 
invites Tom Merry & Co. , Blake & Co. , Talbot, et c ., to spend 
Christmas in his hom e in t he Welsh mountains . And t he South American 
j unior is t here , too. Next , ''The House on the Mountains" carries on 
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with the same complicated plot and Tom Merry is tied to a frame and 
daggers are thrown all round him. To add to the complications , the 
Spalding Hall girls join the party. Wow~ 

The series ends with "The Return of the Wolf". 
I only had one Schoolboys' Own Library t his month . It is called 

"The Shylock of Greyfriars" and it is an early t ale about Fisher T . Fish 
and bis money-raising adventures . 

Dr. J obnson' s house m Gough Square in London has been given 
to the nal ion by Mr . Cecil Harmsworth. A nice li tt le Chr istmas present 
And our ot her ai r ship , sister ship to the R 1 01 - this one is t he R 100 -
has had her first High t from Howden to Cardington . H. will be a pr oud 
day when both airships are in regula r ser vice , 

The Rio Kid has been tip - t op t his month as alwa ys . In "The 
Hold - Up" , t he Kid rescues a rancher from the J adwin gang . fu "The 
Trail in the Snow" , the Kid helps the sole sur viv ing bro ther of t he 
Jadwin gang , and the old feud 1s buried . In "Trapping the Kid" , the Kid 
decides t o go to see his old friend who owns the Sundance Ranch , bur, 
finds his friend has sold the ranch to Lester Leigh , six months earlier . 
Leigh tells the Kid he can spend the night with the bunch in the bunkhouse. 
and the Kiel is glad t o ge t out of the snow . But Leigh has discovered rhat 
the visitor is th.e Rio Kid , for whom there is a big reward 1 and he sends 
for the Sherif f. The Kid escapes , but he is furious at t.he rancher's 
t reachery. In "The Rio Kid 1 s Christmas Gift 11

, the Kid comes back to 
the ranch to shoot the rancher. A fancy-dress party is on, and the Kid 
holds up Young Tom Harrigan, and pinches his Father Christmas outfit. 
And, in this outfit , the Kid is able to pass the sheriff and get to the 
rancher. Just as the Kid is about to shoot the rancher, the man's little 
daughter comes and knocks on the door - and the Kid gives her back her 
father as a gift from Father Christmas. And the Kid rides away on his 
grey mustang . Love ly Christmas tale . 

In the third week of the month, a new long series of detective 
stories about Ferrers Locke and Jack Drake began , and~- Jim's was 
dropped from the programme. 

The most popular tune of the day is "rll Always Be In Love With 
You". It comes from the film 11Syncopation'' which will be showing at a 
local cinema next month , and I hope to see it. A lovely dream y song . 
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I bough t Doug the record fur Christm as , play ed as an organ solo by 
Jesse Crawford He s eems pleased wit h iL 

The Modern Boy had a Jo"el.y snowy p1cwre on ihe cov er uf its 
Chr ist mas Numbe r mor.ur - cy clis t s re ach ing home 1,hro ugh the snow -
though th e contents were a bit m eagre G . E Roche ster's air tale is 
good ; and Alfre d Edgar 's yarn about a boy tu g- owner 1s unusual. 

" On New Year ' s Eve Dad took us 10 t he Ruyal Arlillecy Thea tre 

• 

at Woolwich , and we saw , on rh e stage , Henry Edwards and Chtissie 
White in "The Flag Li eUJ enant" The y used l o bE famous long ag;c,, .:;u 
t\!Ium. says , 1r1 Br iush Hepw01-ih h l.ms 

So ih e ye ar ends - The sunm eBT ye ar fo.r 39 years , in spite ol lhe 
rain t his Decemb er 

I read that , oa the laSt day of t:he Old Year , 1 he 1 r ams r an tor 
the last t ime m Cradley Heat h . 

(EDITOR IAL COMMENT S. O. L. No , 113 , "The Shyl oc k o f Greyfriars " , co nsist ed o f a red 

Mag n et tale ''Th e Sc hoolboy Mone y lende r 11 of the Spring of 191 3 plus a number of chapters 

f rom 11T b.e Compet ition Craze at G1eyfriars" whi r::h had appea ied in the late summe r of 1912 . 

S. O. L, No 114 was "The Kid .i t Ka ti e ' s" by Michae l Poole , p::ut o f a seri es whh :h a pp eared 

.it t he b.ick of the Gem for a time. . 

Th e ani\1".1.1 of F6rret s Locke and Ja1..k Drak e in stori es whic h were lo ng by Pop ula r 
st2n da1ds was r eally t he begi nning o f th e. en d fol' that fi ne old pape 1'. It wa s the first of the 

ch, rnges which bro ught about t he end , tho ugh the pape r sti ll had a goo dl y ti me to run wh en 

192 9 bowed i tself out . 

The Hepw ott h Bri tish films , whic h Dan ny men tio ns thi s m ont h , were made in_ a 

studi o in Brentford , near Kew Brid ge . Man y yea1s l a te!" those st udios beca me the famous 

"Q" The atr e Hepw or-th film s were deservedl y pop ula r in their time , but the y had been gone 

a long t ime by la te 1929 . He.my Edwar ds a nd Chris sie Whit e had long l eft their film - sta rring 

da ys behin.d th em wh en Da nny saw th em in "The Flag Lieutenant" • or so one would think . ) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED Origmal Magnets - only goo d ones plea se , suitable for binding . 

B. SIMMONDS , 4 NUT FIELD RD ., LONDON , NW2 7EB. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
CO LLECT OR WANTS : MAGNETS , S. 0 . L's , S. B. L's , Union Jacks , Gems, Nelson Lees . 
Purchas e , sell or exchange . 

MARRIOTT, 27 GREENVIEW DRIVE, NORTHAMPTO N . Tel . 7 11874 , 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SHERLOCK HOLMES - anything a lways wanted (inclll ding Herlock Sholmes in Greyfriars 
Heralds , ) 48 SHALMARSH, BEBINGTON, WIRRAL, L63 2JZ. 
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BLAK.IANA 
Conduc t ed by JOSIE PACK.MAN 

Just a short preamble this month as the contents of Blakiana are rather long , I take 

this opportumty to wish all my readers a Happy Christmas an d also many thanks for the 

ma terial whi c h has been sent to me during the pas:t year . 

THE DOCTOR HUXTON RYMER STORY 
Part 5 

by Josie Packrrlan 

A ta le of a ver y differen1 kind appea r ed m the Union Jack 
No . 1000 , Ji. was called "The Thousandth Chance" and was spec iall y 
writ1"en for t hat number . The theme was excellen t bur t.he stor y 
suffered from being too short. The space allowed in those far -o ff days 
of 1922 was not enough to develop a decent plo t such as appeared in the 
famous double numbers , This Christmas story could have been much 
better as a full - length Se.xi on Blake Libra ry ta le . A numbe r of Blake ' s 
opponents were invited to Abbey Towers by Rymer ar fbe request of Wu 
Ling who had a plot to steal Blak e's art t reasures , and required 
assis t ance , All he wanted for himself was the Ling -t se vase, the 
others could ha ve the res L Naturall y the plot failed . A later Christmas 
st ory in No. 1105 in 1924 featured Rymer and Mary Trent , tog·ether with 
Plummer , in a "Christmas Truce" which was fairl y successful. 

Many of the la t er stories appearing in the Union Jack up to the 
end of 1925 were what one might call for want of a bet te r title "odd ones 
out ", meaning just adventures which although interes t ing were n ot. all 
part of the Saga . No . 1110 for in stan ce, "The Treasure of Tortoise 
Island" was a shortened version of the "Case of t he Radium Patient" of 
1914. The last stor y of Dr. Huxton Rymer in the U .J . in this second 
edition No. 1177, "The Case of the Stricken Outpos t" was a t ale of a 
Canadian town str icken with an epidemic in which Blake and Rymer 
together bring aid to the people. Only four more tales appeared in t he 
later Union Jacks and these will form part of the third sec t ion of this 
story of Dr. Huxton Rymer . 

Following is a lis t of tales as t hey shou ld have been published in 
correct order . 



• 

Page 13 

Sext on Blak e Library No. 219 dat ed Ma r ch 1922 , "The Ivory Screen 11
• 

11 
" 

11 No. 229 11 Ma y 192 2, "'The Spir it. Smuggl ers " . 
11 11 

" No. 253 11 Oct . 192 2, "Case of the Counland 
J ewels" . 

Umon Jack No. 980 dated Jul y 1922 , "The Case of 1 he Winfiel d Hand1ca!J'' 
n " No. 981 '' J uly 1922 , "Se.xton Blak e1 s Blunde r'1. 
11 

" No 982 11 J uly 1922 , "Th e Cas e ot t he Rich shaw Cuoli e" . 
" " No . 984 " August 1922 , 11'I'he Voodoo Cut·se 1

' 

Sex:ion Bl aka Libra ry No . 271 , Febt uar y 1923 , "Th e Secret Emera ld 
Mines" . 

Unio n Jack No 10 14 dat ed 17 Marc h, 1923 , "The Pearl s of Ben1emas in 11
• 

11 
" No . 101 5 " 24 Marc h , 1923, 11The Painred Window" , 

" 
1

' No. 1017 " 7 Apr il, 1923 , "T he Indian Faki r ". 
" 

11 No, 1020 " 28 April , 192 3 , "The My ster y ot the Moving 
Mot.tntarn" . 

Se"--ton Blake Libra ry No. 283, May 1 923 . "The E1ghf- puinted Star " . 
" " " No. 307 , Nov. 19 23, "The Cdmson Belt 11

, 

Uruon Jack No. 1047, dated Nov. 1923 1 ''Huxt on Rymer , Presider it" 
Sexron Blake Library No . 312, Decem.ber- 1923 , "The Orl off Diam ond" , 

'' " " No. 356, Novemb er 1924 , "The Case of the 

II 11 " 
Clairvoy anr 1 s Ruse" 

No. 360, Dec ember 1924 , "The Cas e of the Jade 
Handled Knife" . 

To be cont inued 

T HE TOAST IS SEXTON BLAKE by Raymond Cur e 

If you are looking fo.c a li tt le Chri st mas fa r e wii h a Sext on Blake 
flavour , I nomina t e "Crime at Chr istmas" direc t ed and pro duced by Mr . 
Howar d Baker , writ t en by Gwyn Evans and Edwy Searles Brook s, those 
two masiers of the art of Chr istmas . Pride of place on this occasion 
going to Gwyn Evans with his four stories culled from the Union Jack . 

Edwy Searles Brooks complet es this wonderful volum e with "The 
Pauper of Pengarth Castle" and the "Curse of Pengarth Cast le". With 
six tales like this bringing together a host of popular Union Jack 
characters you are sure of a Christmas t reat . 

Some time ago I set about borrowing copies of Christmas 
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numbers oJ the Union Jack . I was -surprised to find they were a bit. thin 
on the ground . Accus tom ed as I was to track ing down Christmas t ales 
featuring t he schoolboy stars of t he Nelson Lee and Magnet Christm as 
masterpieces (wir.b t he help of f:be O B . B . C. Library services) I had not 
realised tha t considering the long life of the Union Jack there was nof an 
abundance of Christmas cheer in the offing . It is becau se of this that I 
rega r d my volume "Crime at Christmas" as spe cia l - ex'tra special. 

11' s no secre t tha t I am a Christmas fan . Maybe 1.ha t:' s due to rh e 
fae1 ; t ha1 my parents and my Grandmother alwa y s saw we bad a good 
Ch r istmas no matt e-r how rough t he rest of I he year- had treated us 
Ment10n Cbrisrmas to me and 1 can visu alise hmidred weights of coloured 
pape r chams 1 Chrisiroas trees , bowls of oranges , 1,angerm es , apples 
and nuts. and Meccano set or. t he like and one 0£ the Annuals (so popular 
t oday) , Carol singers and a sledge ride in the wonder snow 1.bai appeared 
as if by mag ic every year around Chris t mas time in our corner ot Leeds 
Hosts of Fa t her Christ mases in every store , and the pudd!ng ~ r,o quoie 
Charles Dickens , every· year I coul d sa y "Ne ver was there such a pudn 

All of whic h brings me back to "Mrs , Bardell's Chri stmas 
Pudding" starring Sexton Blake 1 Inspector Coults . Splash Pag e and of 
course Mrs . Bardell , no1 forgetting Tinker and Pedro . There it is plum 
in the mid dl e of the cover page of U . J . No, 115 7, 12 December , 1925, 
Mrs . Bardell' s Christmas puddin g. just about to vanish by the look of it 
for a pair of thieving hands are hovering over it. Bet.ween these covers 
are nine chapters of seasonable crime and fun , .tallowed immediately by 
"Mrs . Bardell' s Christmas Eve" . Gwyn Evans was a light humorous 
writer , sometimes writing with his tongu e in cheek as t he saying goes . 
One of the modern writers who reminds me of Gwyn Evans is Jack 
Trevor 3:ory who by the way, came over fine on TV on a series of six 
on "Jack Trevor story" , "The Affair of the Black Carol'' and "The Crime 
of t he Chris tmas Tree" brings Gwyn Evans Christmas offering for 1925 
to 1929 to a close , and for a Sexton Blake £an and a lovecr of Christmas 
one couldn 1t wish for anything better . 

Edwy Searles Br ooks takes over at t his stage with his "Pauper 
of Pengarth Castle" and "Curse of Pengarth Castle" and tho ugh these 
are dated as late as 13 and 20 June they have the Christmas touch as the 
ghostl y monk hovering over Pengarth Castle dominating the cover page 
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will prove . Star.rmg Waldo the Wonderman and Sexton Blake 1 two tales 
from the thrill a minute pen of Edwy Searles Br ovks. 

Well now, I read IT al l last Chri ::;tmas, and gues s what - God­
w1ll111g, I have 1t lmed up agarn for th1s Chris tmas. Chr ist.mas 19 79 
and the 1 oas t 1s Sexton Blake though rt Blak e cuuld be with us m f he fle sh 
methtnks he would propose a toaSt: 10 Gwyu Evarss an d Edwy Searles 
B 1 ooks, nor LO men t ion Howard Baker also The y whose combm ed 
effor1 s have kept Blake alive fo1 us 1n t he year oi our Lord 19 79 and Lor 
those of us ali\le 10 the ChrJStmases yet to come 

LOBANGU AS COMIC RELIEF by Ray Hopkin s 

Sexton Blake as practical Joker 1s an mt riguing thought, but thi s 
is the r ole he is play ing in "The Ghosts of Los ely Hall" (Union Jack 960, 
4 March , 1922) when he gives Trnker's morning sausage to Pedr o 10 
impress on his young help er iha1 he should be down to breakfast earlier 
More Jokes are apparent when th e trio ot detectives (inc luding Pedro 
under thls umbrella ) arrive ar Salisbur y heading for nearby Losely Hall 
ro (ind Sir Richard's old s ide -kick , Lobangu , decked out in Sav1le Row 
fb1ery with uncharacteristic gold bra id from top to toe. Thus arrired , 
he hopes to cunvince 1he Br iti sh Government to back him up in laymg 
claun to a r ich rubber forest JUSL beyond his own couniry ' s borders 
He has also come to England for so.me gramophone - needles and what he 
caJJs a st ink- car Sir Ri chard has graciously loaned him an old Dion 
auto he keep s in t he stables to learn ro drive which is unbreakable . 
Marble halian statues and orchid glasshouses ar e not so sturd y, how­
ever, and end up smashed to sm i1hereens . 

All th ese comic goings - on are but a prelude to ihe :main plot 
which has rwo crook phot ogr aphers who legitimately take pictures of Sir 
Ricbard rs wealthy neighbour's Jewels for msurance purposes and then 
proc eed r.o sysrematically steal them , house by house , and secrete them 
in an old disused bower house on the Losel y properly. The ghosts of 
the tit le come about by the crook photographers letting fearsome effigies 
be seen at the windows wh ile they are hiding their haul s of jewe lry . 

A final joke, but only to thos e uninitiated into Sexton B lore -
like me!. After the words ' 'The End", appear the cele br ated init ial s 
"C.H." One's brain buzzes with the t hought that Charles Hamilto n wrote 
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Sexton Blake tales, too~ One murmurs in disblief at a vast, new 
uncovered field of research at this late stage. But no; One puts aside 
this monumental discovery as the name of Cecil Hayter materializes 
from the packed pages of the Sexton Blake Catalogue. Ah , well ~ 

* * * * * *** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Nelson Lee Column 
MY CHRISI'MAS VISIT by C . H . Churchill 

The big question is where shall I go this Christmas? You see I 
have such a lot of attractive places on offer t hat I find it difficult to 
decide which would be the best. Let us consider the pros and cons of 

some of them. 
First of all take Tregellis Castle . What a splendid time I would 

have down there in Cornwall. Dancing, skating on the lake (weather 
permitting), country walks, very pleasant compan y and wonderful food . 
As for the service, well, as hostess, Lady Helen Tregellis -West ' s 
ex pert guidance would ensure this . AU would be fine but there is t he 
thought of that Cloaked Cavalier who might be seen walking across the 
snow covered lawn at any moment, or appea rin g in the upper corridor; 
I really must think carefully before deciding on Tregellis Castle although 
Sir Montie is most pressing . 

Lord Dorrimore is holding a part y at Cliff Castle in Kent . This 
sounds most attractive with popular guests including the one and only 
Urolosi, King of the Kutanas . What strikes me, however , is what about 
the face at t he window of the billiards room one evening? The mystery 
that was never cleared up? 11: might appear again so this makes me 
hesitate to accept Dorrie's invitation . 

Then there is Somerton Abbey in Somerset, the ancestral home 
of the popular Duke of that ilk. Quite a step up in th e social scale of 
course but there is this business of the sea led room, where an intruder 
once hid and haun ted the corridors of the Abbey made up as a ghost. 
Supposing someone else managed to get into that room and carried on 
in the same way , They might disturb my dreams. I mus t ponder on this 
carefull y . 
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Grey Towers in Berkshire is another possibility. But it seems 
as if Sir Crawford bas servant problems so it might not be too 
comfortable there. I really think I will give this a miss . 

I know Dr. staff ord would be delighted to put me up at St. Frank ' s 
if I liked. But with the whole school empty and in view of what happened 
when Nipper & Co. once spent Christmas there, well I am dubious. I 
ask you~ Intrud ers in the vaults and monsters prowling about Bellton 
Lane hardly augurs well for a quie t holida y . 

Lord Dor rimore , being so wealthy , has several homes , but it 
would be no good my t urning up at Dor rimore Hall in Suffolk or at 
Dorrimore Castle in Derb yshire if he is entertaining at Cliff Castle in 
Kent would it? 

What about Glenthorne Manor? The Colonel, no doubt, would 
make me welcome . However, I do like my sleep and would not welcome 
girls running about outside in t he grounds in the middle of the night, 
screaming. I don't think I shall vis it Glenthorne Manor. 

I like the New Forest actually, although it might be a bit grim in 
December . All the same I might join Archie Glenthorne who is visiting 
his aunt, Lady Eustacia Bowers at Fores t House. But I do not like this 
mention of her being miXed up in black magic with this Nerki person. 
It all sounds a bit weird to me so I think I must settle for somewhere else. 

There is Handforth Towers of course . On second t houghts this 
idea rather make s me shudder. The fact of about four Randfortbs being 
around all the time puts the hope of peace and quiet right out of the 
question . I do not think they will see me there this year. 

After considering the matter very carefully I feel I must make it 
Tregellis Castle after all, de sp ite the hauntings. I bear that the 
charming Miss Eileen Dare and her fiance, Capt. Masters will be there 
and with the elegant Lady Helen as hostess and Nelson Lee and the 
likeable Lord Westbrook in attendance, I feel I need fear nothing from 
this wretched Cloaked Cavalier . So, as I settle down to enjoy my 
Christmas at Tregellis Castle by means of Nelson Lee Library old 
series No. 130, I wish a ll reader s and members of the hobby the 

compliments of the season and all the best for 1980. 

WINT ER by William Lister 

Spring Summer - Autumn - Winter, at leas t that's how it should 
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be . and that's how it was , so far as those of us who are older remembe:r 
it Not that things are t.he same toda y These days you can be frozen to 
death in Spring , soaked to the skin m Summ er, blown off the Prom in 
Autumn , while the highh gb{ of Wint er - Christmas Day - can produce a 
spell of soft warm sunshme That being so I suggesr that Ii you wish to 
en.Joy an old - fashioned Christmas find a cosy sp ot 1 turn off ihe rad10 or 
T • V • and pick for your sell a copy or copies of th e Christ - editwns of 
the 'NELSON LEE ' or the ' UNION JACK ' 1 I am awa re that most 
readers oi our ' Collectors ' Digest' will prefer a copy of the 11Vlagne1' 
or 'Gem ' and there ls no doutt these exce) Jent papers ab ound rn Christ ­
mas fare , 

It is my mTention , God willmg , to share some of m y winter's 
readmg with the boys of Gr ey friars also 1 though I am first and foremoST 
a •a . Frank 's' man , and a 'Sexton Blake ' enthusias t, I am nof so foolish 
as to miss shar ing in the treb le seasona l trea ts pro vided by our good 
friends , Edwy Searles Brooks, Charles Hamil t on , and the aut.hors ol 
t he 'Union Jack ' ta les . 

Those who can remember the 1Titbi1 .s' and 'Answers ' of former 
days realise how the mighty have falJen when it comes to fhe Christmas 
editions . There was a s plendour about the seaso nal ed1t 1ons of almoSl 
all the papers , a s plendour now gone , unless you are th e proud 
possessor of some of the Old Boys' Papers , th eir editors reall y went 
to town to see we had a good Christmas . Holl y and mistleroe abowided , 
snow hung in huge overhanging lumps from the letters of rhe title pa ge, 
while the mt erior illustrailon s dripped icicles of cons iderab le lengt h 
And after all that's what Chris f:mas is a lJ about to an En glis hman , and 
t o our American friends . 

Edwy Searles Br ooks , Charles Hamilton and Gwyn Evans along 
wit h a few ot hers ,, are names that still con1ur up thoughts of a good 
Christmas reading . Very few modern wr iters can catch t he right 
seasonab l e atmosphere to sui t the taste of members of the O . B. B . C . 
The reason bein g that most of the younger wri ters have not experienced 
a real old-fashioned Christmas . Th e wr iters mentioned are of our 
gen erat ion , to them, a chick en or a turkey dinner , followed by ye old 
plum pudding was t h e li ving end, and if perchance, it was snowing out­
side, lif e was we ll and truly buttered, even had jam on it; so to speak . 
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Tales o( ghosts and spec tres of various kinds were likely to appear, but 
if they didn't you could be s ure they would in your favou rite pa per . 

Which brings me back to t he 'Nelson Lee ' and the boys of St. 
Frank's By the hgh1 of an oil - lamp I would share 1he games aad the 
parties along wit h Handforth, Nipper , Nelson Lee , Fatty Little , Arc hie 
Glen1:horne aad a hosr of others. 

Our.s ide lhe da r kening sky , the steadily talling snow, the roo J 
of 1he little carav an creaking with 1he weight ot the th ick layers of snow 
laid upon u., {occasionaUy eased by a poke wrtb the yard br ush) with no 
'l' V , w1 w1.celess , not even a gramophone; rns 1de I enjoyed Christmas 
ma way I r emember tof h is day . Surruur1ded 1his yea r•, (God -w illm g), 
by the bricks and mortar ot a sturdy Jttile l e1 raced house , i1 s r oof 
proi ec1 ing roe from such mclemem weai her as may be about and with 
no need to go 0U1; wit h t he yar d brush 10 reli eve 1he sih tation un the roo f , 
even if it does snow , and with a colou.r;ed T .V . awaicmg me to swilc h 011, 

a Grtmdig Rec order and a Hi- Fi also awai ting m y good pleas ure I intend 
1 o retire to some cos y spot away from all the mod - cons an d once again 
lift the curta m on the Yuletide adventures of the boys of st . Frank 1 s , 
thrill to t he 1hrng s that E . S . B . causes to go bump - in-the - night, watc h 
the snow falling steadily on and aruund the old school ,. and climb 
aboard t he school train (rec ent ly illustrated on t he cove r of the C . D .) 
and away to whatev er t reat E . S . B has provided for my Christmas 
holida y, I may lengthen my stay io in clude an hour or two among the 
boys of Greyfriars , and a Yuletide adventure or two wit h Sexton Blake . 

All this, of course , to be spread wit h th e delights of the 
December 'Collectors' Digest' and the new 'C .D . Annual'. 

Roll on 1 Christmas~ I can 't wait~ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DO YOU R EMEMBER ? by Roger M. Jenkin s 

No. 159 - Magne1.s 1244-46 - Mau leverer Towers Series 

Whai a pleasure it is to pick up a volume of Magne ts of the 
Golden Age and read a Christmas series from that comfortable, mellow 
era~ Of cour se , t her e was always seasonable weather at Yuletide~ 

Th ere bad be en a fall of snow., and the old qu.i.d of Greyfriars school 
glimmered white in the Dec ember sunshine 
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Who could resist sucb an mvtt at ion to read on? Furthe r mo r e , there was 
a trad ition that each number in the series should have a note of myster y 
as well as festive happine ss, and t he Magne t Christmas se r ies for the 
year 19 31 fulf illed all these r equirements . 

Bunte r was , as usual , the unwanted gue st, the spectre a the 
feast 

I 
but his first att empt to acc ompan y Lor d M aule verer to his 

ances t ral mans10n in Hampsh ire was an hila rious failure. He la ter hired 
a t axi to ta ke him from Surrey and th en succ esslu tly bilked t he driver by 
Jumpi:rig out in foe gro unds ot the Tow e:rs . thus acci denf·ally finding a 
secret passage tha t led to the Tu rret Room . Thi s was a perfect example 
ot the adm ir able eco nom y of or gani s atio n 1hai- this series dis played; 
nearly every inc iden t was essential lo the pl ot and Iare r p rov ed ro be a 
V'ital link in the subsequent cham of events " 

The re was plen ty of m yst er y In rhe Ii rst numb er , t here was an 
at t empt mad e to scare Bunter away when Bob Cherr y donn ed a suit of 
armour and cla nked his way to Bunter 's bedr oom ar t he dead of n1gh1, 
but Bunter surprisingly cam e off bes t on th is occasion . I[ thi s mcident 
was not str ictl y rela t ed t o the plot , the at tempts to blackmail a11d t hen 
kidnap Lord Maule verer pr ovid ed the cenf.ral theme _ and no reader couid 
ha ve failed to be en t hr alled by the my ste r ious figure in bla ck 

There we r e a uumber of poJnt s of inter es t . Si:r· Jimm y Vi v ian 
had a few lines to speak and in what was probabl y his last appearan ce 
in t he .Magnet he seemed to have overcome the difficul t ies he had 
experienced in speaking standard English . Lord Maule verer hims elf 
showed an unexpectedly decisi ve side to his character when he insist :ed 
t hat Bunt er should leave at once for ha vmg pi cked up and read a letter 
addressed to one of the servants. Needless to sa y , Bunter contrived 
to avoid t his fat e , and Mauleverer himself would ha ve been wiser if he 
had been less scrupulous , but the unattractive side of Bunter's 
character was well displa yed in this series , tho ugh on balance he still 
retained the sympathy of the readers, especially when he foiled the plot 
by acciden t at the end. Finally , the first number of the series (1244) 
had a most attractive fea tur e: the initial l etter of each chapter was 
embellished with a small picture like a Medieval text and this contrived 
to produce an unsually decorative appearance. 

The essential feature of a Christmas holiday series in the 

• 
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Magnet was a sense of cosy intimacy , a restricted circle of close friends 
who were sufficient unto themselves to preserve t he tradit ional 
atmosphere. Although MarJorie and Clara arrived wilh Pe te r Hazeldene 
about half - way through , they played no real pari in the events re lated , 
and there can. be little doubt t hat the close unity and novelt y of the 
Mauleverer Towers series entitl ed it to rank among the greates t of 
Christmas series in the Magn.et. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * 
AT CHRISTMAS by Esmond Kadish 

'This 1 ime oft.be y ear alway s seems to rev ive half - for gotten 
memories of the pleasant anticipation of waiting for a 11Grand Christmas 
Number' 1 of one oft.he companion papers There was an even greater 
t hrill involved when I finall y t rot t ed dov.rn to 1he local 11paper sbopn and 
had t he magic issue firmly within my grasp at last . What a nice glowing 
feeling it gave me Just lo look at. those two - colour 11seasonable" cover s 1

• 

I suppose , really l that it was a case of "Lilr.le things please litt le minds", 
buc it was surprising how the addit Ion of a few sprigs of holly , and the 
inevitable and obligator y snow oozing down the title letters , like icing 
sugar on a Chris tmas cake, hel ped t o tr ·ansform the familiar orange and 
blue or red and blue covers . 

Among my favourite Christmas covers are the 1933 "Magnet n 

issues illu strating the 11Mystery of Wharton Lodge" series - my favourite 
Greyfr iars Chr istmas series , too. There was Bunt er trailing sausages 
as he took his stolen "tuck 11 up the grand staircase of Wharton Lodge to 
th e att ic wher e he was biding . Another delightful cover in this series 
shows Bunter leanin g out of a dormer window to drop a snowba ll on the 
unsuspecting head of Colonel Wharton , who is lighting a pipe underneath . 
Other 11Magnet II covers which delighted me - and st.ill do~ - were those 
of the 1935 and '36 Christmas series . One of the 1935 11Polpelly ser ies" 
covers is captioned, 11The y'll think it was the cat 1

• 
11 and shows our Billy 

raiding the lard er, and su rvey ing the goods with obvious deligh t, while a 
feline (ancestor of Princess Snowee, perhaps?) accomplice purrs round 
his ankles. The 1936 Christmas issue shows Bunter rac ing to catch the 
t rain which will take the Greyfriars chums on the first stage of t he 
11Cruise of the 1 Firefly 111

• 
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Leonard Shie lds . who drew all t hes e "Magnet" covers , had a 
great sense of humour, and there was a wealth of cle ver det ail in hi s 
Ulustrarions , sprmging from some shrewd observation of hum an 
behav 10ur . He ca r ied t hese qualities into his drawings for the 
11ScboolgirI s ' Own 11

, aJt hougb the cover illustrations were more blue -
ink ske tr. bes inside an orange frame rhan pro pel' two - colour paintmg·s 
Two Chr ist ma s cover s of the "Scho olgiI l s I Own" which I recaJJ wii h 
afJ ect ion . ca m e [r·om 19 33 and ' 34 Th e fo rme .r shows Ja ck Lin ron 
pe rc hed high on a beam m a high - <'eillliged Fren ch chfu:eau , fixmg some 
mistle t oe and cont ri v mg 1.0 1 bro w a sp ri g of ei t he r .mistlet oe or holl y on 
t o t h e Mor cove gir l s below 'T'he 1934 cover shows tbe M.orcove gi rl s 
and Grangemoo r boy s peering through I he gatewa y of or1e ot ihose large 
manor houses t o whi ch the y all seemed to be so fo~tunat eJy and r egularl y 
invited , 

Laidler' s Ch L'istmas cov ers f.o illustrate the Cliff House st ories 
ot John Wheway m t he "Schoolgi r l" were equally deligh t ful. 1 can 1·ecall 
a 1933 issue wluC'h shows the Ci.ift House gir l s in Vict:orian '1gea r " , abuui 
to emba r k on a journe y by stage - coac h t o "Christmas Castle" where 
they are t o spend an "old - fashioned 11 Chr istmas . 

Then there are those delig htful red and blue "Gem" cover s of the 
'1 hirties , usualJ y including some spec t ra l presen ce . But why go un ? 
T her e are so many more , and evecyone has his own favourites _ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * 
REVIEWS 

TifE'. GREYFRIARS HOLIDAY ANNUAL 1980 (Howard Baker £4. 95) 

This ls a worthy volum e to jom the distinguished number of these speciall y - c ompiled 

Holiday Annuals prepared for our enjoyment in recent years . The first item on the programme 

is the MagPet 's Christmas Double Number for 19 15 . Up t ill that time, and for a while aft er , 

there was nothing to suggest the austerity of Brita in in war - time . 

Th e story "Harry Wharton & Co 's Pantomime'' is , perhaps, slightly uneven in its 

quality, but it settles down into real red Magnet stuff and provides delight ful reading for the 

Christmas season , The Greyfriars chums join with a pantomime company in 11Puss in Boots" , 

to make money to provide comfort s for the troops in France . The produ c er is a Mr. Whiffles , 

who str ike s a happy note , though he is; presumably, not related to that Mr. Whiffles who , 

years later, was to run a circus . Frank Nugent falls in love wlth Conchita, the Faiiy Queen 

in the show , and he doesn't fall out of love till Conchita tells him gently that she is 
approaching middle-age and is , in fact , betrothed to another . 
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Then a leap forward to ChI'istmas 1917 for y et another Double Nl.ll'Ilber. There is not 

a lot to re co mmend , storywise , in this one , but i t is full of interest , It was th e .M.ignet's hist 

Chr istmas Double Number . It was still pr ice d at 2d . for the double, but it now e;.omprised 

32 pages whereas the 1915 edition had 52 pages . The story '' The Greyfriars Christmas Part y" 

was written by Pentelow , The odd thing about this one , whi c h actually had a sequel the 

following week , is that the main ch ara cte1s , Harry vVharton -and h is frie nds , only make a 

fleeting appearan c e . I c an think of no other time when the star s were out of the pictui ·e most 
of the time , 

In fa c t , all the ove iseas c hara c te -rs of the three Hamilton schools are c olle c ted 

tog ethe r, the rea son for wh ic h is explaine d in a few meag re lines , to spend Christmas :;,.t 

Greyfriars unde t the c hai:ge of Mr Pro ut , The tw o Bunter br others , na turally , ha v e t o be 

there , but t he ir p resen ce does little to imp rove matte.is . An old C . D . read er , the la te Harry 

Br ost er of our Midland O . B B. C . 1 liked this sto ry , a nd Wl'Ote an article on it under t h1:. title 

"They Came From Over the Sea" in the C . D . Annual for 1960 Reade(S would find mu c h 

int er est i n this bygone a1ticle ii th y read it in c onne c tio n with the sto 1y, 

Also in th is Double Numbet ' is Pentelow 's famous Who 1s Who of Greyfrfars . Some of 

our frie nds j ust lov e this sort of thing , though it is as well to remember that there is more of 
Pentelow in it than of HamUton . 

Then another Christmas Numbe r, this tim e from 1920 , T he ye.al' 1920 was the worst 

in Magn et hist ory , for the -real F1-ank Ric hards wrote no series at all fot• it i n the y ear , and 

only a few not -,rery i nspire d "singles" Th is st ory, '1Havry Wharton's Trust" , is a genu ine 

tale , and a r e.asonabl y exciting lit tle thriller , which mtrodu c es Figgins & Co . of St , Jim s at 

Ken 's home in Edinburgh , It c loses with the not ice that Harry Wb.lrton h.is to "gathe r in Jack 

Drake and Di c k Rodne y of the Benbow " , for his Christmas patty . A rather odd happenin,g , 
really . 

Charles Hamilton said that some of the stories which he wrote for "GI'eyfriars Boys' 

Herald" were actually published in the Magnet, and it is possible that this one may ha v e been 

a pair whi c h be wrote to start off Ja c k Drake at Gr eyfria1~ ln the Her,ld , (In connection with 

this story , r eaders might like to look up two of our '1Let 's Be Contr ove rsia-1" :uti c les , as follows . 

No . 155, "The Strange Case of Thin Bunter '' , Feb. 197 1 .ind No . 190, "last Voyage" , 
April 1974 . ) 

Now a c hange to St , Jim 's for a Gem of the New Year 1937 , The story is "The Funk 

of the Fourth '\ originally named "Not Wanted" at the end of 1913 . For some reason 1 this is 

a little - known tale , introducing a new boy , Ca v endish , who disappeared at the end of the 

tale . A second Gem in the volume comes [rom later in the same y ear , ent itl ed "The New 

House Riot" , which had appeared in late 1915 as "Redfern's B:uring - Out" . Both tales make 
pleasant reading , 

A c opy of "The Schoolgirl" from the summer of l937 will be popul n with followers 

of the later Cliff Hous e. The main story is "Bessie's Dream Comes True ", in which riches 

c om e unexpectedly to a Bessie who is somewhat different from the Bessie Charles Hamilton 
c reated , 
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The fina l issue 1s a Magnet from the yea r 1931 , c ontaining a splendi d Bounder ­

Redw ing st ol'y "A Schoo l boy 's Sacri fi c e " . It is inter-esting to co mpa re Hamilton 1s sty l e in th i s 

one wi th his work in the 1915 ta le . 

Our own John Bec k c ontributes a useful short hist ory cf tbe Holi da y Annuals , and , 

fi na ll y, one must not overlook t he exc ellent a nd t rue te produ c tio ns of the covexs of t he two 
Double Numbel'S . 

Highl y recommended volume . 

T OM REDWING Is TRIUMPH Frank Ric har ds 

(H oward Bak er t i 2) 
Thfa magn ifl c e nt volume r.;onta lns th ir tiaen c opi es of the .Magnet from edrl y 1918 

In wit h the New Y P.n o f 1918 came a n1:.w <.ha,a (.t er , dest ined to be on e of the m ost p opul ar 

i.n the Greyfrxa rs saga . He was Tom Red wing , one of H :.m il ton 1s gr~tes t chara c te~ i.:r~tv:m s , 
a nd destined to be the one the auth or W4 s w1iti ng about ;it t he ti me .:if his d& th 

With the com ing of Redwi ng , th er e was a m ost striking upsw:ge in the qu-litv of 
Hamilton 1s wo:rk. For qui te .1 few ye:irs he h.i.d been f:..!! from h is best, in t he Magnet .i t lea st 
Now wi th the c omi.ng of R edwin g , t hen i was a ~ st change 

Why t hi s hap p en ed we do not kn ow , but I 1ui.ve .i.lways bell eved that , n ghti v or 

wTongl y , b e sudd enlv sa w a tht·eat from Pentelow, who was wr iting a fa.it numbe r o f 

Greyf :riatl> tales .rn d boost in g the m to the skies Somethlng obvio usl y , put Hamll ton on hlS 
toes . 

T hi s ha ndsome boo k , so ta ste fully pre sent ed g, nd bound , c ont.I.ms the fit.st R1cdwmg 

seri es of S stor i es , a nd th e se cond R edwing series o f four sto d es , c ulmi nating with R edwmg 

wi nn ing th e schola l'sh1p wh ic h had be en s ecretl y offered by M r. Vernon Smith 1n the b eli ef 
that Redw ing wo uld w in it , 

H alf - way th rou gh the opening Redw i ng se r1es 1 Pente low publis hed th e mo st fa mous 

substitut e story of the m all , ''A Very Ga llant G entlem a n ". It me nti ons 1·he ea rly Re dw1ng 

them e , so 1t w ould seem reason ;}b le to suppos e t b.at it wa s writte n esp eci a lly for this niche 

i n t he Magnet . For a long ti me afte rwa:rds the edi tor r efeu ed in glowing term s to 11Galb nt 

Gentleman" , but , as the edito r was Pent elow who wro t e the story , h e was not being m odes t 

a nd ma y no t ha v-e been too acc urat e . All t he same , the sen ti mentalit y of the t ale might 

hav e won it a warm spot i n the hea it s of c e1ta m readel'S . You can dec ide for yours elf , for 
the st ory app ea rs in its or igi na l pl ac e , in this volume . 

In addition , the volume contains a cou ple of wa r- t im e pe rio d pi ec es l!Onc eming the 

old Ge .rma n maste r , Herr Gans , and a merry rom p starring Coket in a single sto ry . 

My onl y cd tic isrn of the book is that I tbink it would ha ve made pe rf ec tion to ha ve 

inc luded the third a nd final of the first three Redwing se l"ies I ins tead of the non - Redwing 
yarns. T he l a st series , and part ic ularly "Fallen Fo rtunes " , stands out amo ng Hamil ton's 
finest writing . 

However , even without th e closing series, which appeared late r in 1918, th e vc lum e 
is a superb one , with great period c harm and appeal . Give yourself a Chr istmas treat , or 
arrange for Father Christmas to bri ng it along to you. 

• 
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Readers with back numbers of Coll ectors 1 Digest should re fe r to our issue for January 

1968 , which contains a long a 1tic l e "The Sai101·man 's Son" and als o a separate appra isal of 

' 1A Very Ga llant Gentleman" Ja nua ry 1968 was the Golden Jubil ee of Redwing and of 

Gallant Gentleman , 

PETER PAN AND WENDY J. M , Barrie 

(Hod de r & Stou ght on £7 . 95) 

Th is is a. fa c simile presentation of the 1921 editio n of BalTie ' s famous story It 

c ontai ns &.rr1e 's ..:omp l ete text t oget her w ith Ma bel Luc ie Atwell 1s ori gi na l illustrat io ns . ft 

marks the 75th a nn iv ersary of the fi rst app ea1'2nc e o f Pete r P.i.n, a nd it is Mab el Luci e Atwell 's 
c en temlt'y ,iear 

Th e cov er - oh the co -vet it 1s a pe 1ofect deli ght , with its embossin g a nd 1t-s i nl aid 

go ld lea f It must be. c..ostl y to do nowada ys but how wonde rl ul t bose old books wer e And 

to th ink th a t one used t o find thes e bea uti ful L.Overs on ev en c hea p bo oks in the de:;;.1 dead 

days . A love ly boo k , de li ghtfu l to read , and r egal in your bo okcase . 

IN POWDER & CR INOLINE (Hodde!' & Stought on £.4 95 ) 

Anne C:uter has re - told six hea11:-warming fairy stories , which we re ori gi nal ly 

c oll ec ted and written by- Sir Arthur c:'uiller - Co uc h in the fa r - o ff y ear of 1912 . The 01igina1 

volume was illust rated with hl'eath taking beauty by Kay Neilson , and th e pl.ates a re the out ­

standing feature of this lovely book, Kay Neilson died some twenty yeari ago, in reduced 
c ircum stan c es, and his work is no w belatedl y r ec ei vi ng th e a ccla im it so 1ic hly de.served . 

FAIRY TA LES of th e BROT HERS GRIMM (Hodder & Stoug hton : £6 95 ) 

"T ell me 1 mirror on the wall, 
Who is fa ir est of them all ? 11 

If you ar e anythi ng like me 1 you lov e fai ry ta les . When I was a litt le lad , a cousin 

of mine had a book entitled '' Snowd rop "- Wa lt Disn ey ma de it int o a fi lm and the name was 
c.hange d to Snow White 

Th i s book is a reprint of a c olle c tion of Grimm from the y ear 1925 , and this one , too , 

1s illustrated by the supe rb Danish artist 1 Ka y Neil son His pl.ates are lovely, and the chapt er 

headings are something to gaze at with rap tur e Th e volume contain s "Snowdro p" ; another 

old fa vour ite of mine from childhood is the on e with th e talk ing hotse , Faladda , the title o f 

which I had lon g , lon g forgotten ; it i s "The Goose Girl" , Othe r old favourites are ''Hansel & 

Gr ethel " , 11Rumpelstiltskin", "The Valiant Little Tailor" 1 and plenty more . 

So much to love in this book , and so much beauty in Neil son 1s ma rvellous p ict ures 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * '* * * * * * * * * 
~ Over 1, 000 c omi c s (196 1- 73 ), Wide a ssortm ent . Many rare No . 1 's. Annu als : Dandy , 

Bean o , et c . S. a . e . parti c ulars &.rgain Bundles : Beano & Dand y (1966 - 70) , 44 copies , £4 , 

Thunde1 No . 1 - 22 (197 0), complete set , mint , £5 , Knockout (1971) , No . 1 76 , mint, 

£6. Jet No i - 17 (19 71), min t, £3. Eagle (1968 ) 60p . T . V Times No. I C 3 , offexs , 

Posta ge ext ra . LEN W ORM1Jll, 245 DA GNAM PARK DRIVE , R0l'vl:F0.RD1 ESSEX 



Page 26 

BIOGRAPHY OF A SMALL CINEMA 

No. 69. THE PIRATE 

Ou r opening fea tu re this term 

c ame (rom Wa rner 's and wa s Virginia Ma.yo 

and Zach;uy Scott in "Fla xy Mart in" . I 
remembe r nothing abo ut it . A co l oured 

cart oon was "K it for Kat " , and on e of 

tho se splend i d Mac k Sennett pot - pourris 

wh ic h Warner's we re c oncoc tmg at this 

ti me was " Sla p Ha ppy" . 
Next week , a lso from Warne r' s , 

b ro ught D a ne Cl a rk in "Whiplash" , wh ic h 

seems to have been qu it e forgettable . A 

Technicolor Ext1,avaganza was "King of the 

Cami val 1' , and a Tom & J erry coloured 

ca 1toon was "Catch as Cats Can" . 

The follow i ng week brought 

"Perfect Strang ers" from M . G . M , This 

was made i n the M. G. M . British studies , 

and starred Robert Donat (hi s last film for 
M C . M , ), Deborah Ker r and Glynis Johns , 

The "strangers " in the story we r e a husband 

and wife who had ea c h served i n t he navy 

during the wa r, and fou nd it diffi c ult to 

adjust when they came togethe r aga in a fter 

the war was over . I re ckon the cast 

prob ably helped it over what sounds like a 

rather dull stile . A Bugs Bunn y coloured 

cartoon was "The Bear and the Hare'' , and 

a Joe McDoakes c omedy was "So You Want 

to be an Actor" , 

Next , from M . G . M ., was Judy 

Garland and Gene Kelly in "The Pirtate" 

in T echnicolor . This was superb ente r­

tainment, but, though it was supposed to 

be a starring vehicle for Judy Garland , it 

was really Gene Kelly in a tremendous 

swashbuckling role who stole the entire 
film . I fancy he had been a circus acrobat 

in his time, which no doubt helped him to 

out - Fairbanks Dougla s Fafrbanks who did 

this sort of thing in mu c h earlier times . 

A c oloured c artoon was "Slap Happy Lion" 

and a 3 - Stooges c omedy from Col umbi a 

was "Pho ne y Exp r ess" 

T he n the longest film of the term 

(10 , 354 ft . ), Thi s c ame fr om M. G. M. 
and was Jeanette Ma c dona l d and Jose Iturb i 

in "The Bir ds and T he Bees' ' in T ec hni ­

c olor . Iturbi had a band , and als o played 

the piano , but , in add ition, he was quite 

a good actor , if my memory is not playing 

me tr ic ks . T here was a big suppo rti ng 

c ast , and it wa s Miss Ma c donald ' s return 

to the screen af t er a long absen c e . I 

seem to re c all that she pla y ed a more 

m a ture r ole - a mothe r with 3 daughters -

i n this film than she had pla y ed ot y ore , 

but I ca n 't t emember a lot ab out it . In 

the same bill there was a gorge ou s T om 

G Jerry ca rtoon "love That Pup' \ one of 

the most delightful i n the whole enorm o us 

series . 

Next , from Warner ' s, Humphre y 

Boga rt and Lauren Bacall in 11The Big 

Sleep", which was pr obably a winner 

though 1 forget all about it , A colour 

cartoon wa s "The Foxy Duckling" and a 

T e chnic olor Speciality wa s "A Day at 

the Fair" . 

Then, also from Warner's, 

Richard Greene and Ann Todd in "Gaiety 

George" , which was a British film . The 
11George" was George Edwardes of the 

Gaiety Theatre in the London of late 

Victorian and Edwardian times . I fancy it 

wa.s a.ttracti ve . In a big supporting bill 

there was a Tom & Jerry coloured cartoon 

r. 



"Tennis Chumps" . 

Next , from M . G . M . , Margaret 

O 'Brien in "The Big City" . The c ritics 

observed that M . G . M. made three films 
with this title, an d not one of them was a 

winner . This one had a bit of a mixed ~up 

r eligi ous fla vout , and J im agine tha t, with 

the child st ar , th ough getting a big girl by 

now , it went over well . A T om & J6l'I)' 

colou red cartoon was "Little Qua ck er ", 

Next , in Tech ni co lo r, from 

M. G. M. Esther Williams in "This Time 

for Keeps" , Jimmy Durante was in this 

one , with some singi ng , and plent y of 

swimmi ng , and it got by . Yet anothe r 

Tom & Jerry cartoon in colour was "Little 
Orphan" , 

Fi nally , and also fr om M . G M. , 

c ame "Summer Holida y" in glowing 

Tec hn icolor , with Micky Rooney , Walter 

Huston and Butch Jenkins . It was a musi ca l 
re - make of the heart - warming family 
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c omedy 11Ah ! Wilderness" , which we bad 

played years before - and not a pat ch on 

it . (Reminds one of wha t a hash they 

made when they turned out a mus ic al 

version of "Good - bye , Mr . Chips" . ) 

In the same show was anothe r Tom 

t Jerry co loured cartoon "The Lonesome 

Mouse" and a Pete Smith no velty "Penn y 

to the Res c ue 11, the fi ISt Pete Smith in 
c olour . 

I see that this tenn we pla ye d no 

l ess than five new Tom & Jerry ca1to-0ns. 

What a lot of them the y m ade down the 

yea rs, and how good the y we re , When the 

title came up on. -0ur sc.reen there was 

always a l'oat of joy . (What happened to 

T om & Jerry later on , when new arti sts 

took over, is nobody 's business but , oh 

dea r ! ) 

(Ano ther article in thi s series 

next month , ) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The Post111an Cal l,J (Int eresting items from the 
Edjto r ' s lett er - bag ) 

LAURIE SUfTON (Orpington) : In the October C.D . you mention the old 
Bri.xton The atre as being a fine home for drama, and how right you were', 

In the lat e 'thirties I was almost a weekl y visitor there, and the 
first - clas s company included such names as Arnold Bell, Wyndham 
Milligan , Noel Carey, Colin Gordon, Jenny Laird , Joan Matheson, 
Bea tri ce Varley . Many of these fine artists late r achiev ed na tio nal 
recognition through TV and fil ms . 

Brixton Theatre had spellbound audiences for sucb plays as "The 
Sacred Flame'', or "Rope" (which I saw three times in one week , 
accompanied by my younger brother) . My addiction to the repertory 
company (at the age of 14) followed something like a dozen visi ts t.o the 
1936 pantomime, with Low and Web ster (broker's men) and Muriel 
Pa vlow as one of t he "Babes in the Wood'' . 
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(EDITORIAL COMMENT : ' 'Rope '' Is indeed a splendid psyc holo gica l thriller , based on a 
rea l life cas e in Am eri ca Years ago , an excellent stock c ompany took over the Hillcroft 
Th ea tre in Surbiton After a series of fine plays , I asked the manager Hthey would present 
"R ope" He made a note of it but said : "Did you know tha t 'Rope ' is c ous1de.red an unlu cky 
play? It brings bad luck to a ll who present it " 

A few weeks later , he told me that they were present in g "Rope " I have all open 
mind about the j inx on the play , but it turned out to be the last play the <.Ompany p1esented 1 

a nd , later on , the Hill c roft Theatre was no mo1e . ) 

H . TRUSCOTT (Deal): Jim Cook m anages to give the Lmpression . in 
his latest 'Letter from St . Frank ' s ', that Rachmanin ov wrote man y C 
sha rp minor Preludes , all very much t he same In fact , he wrote one . 
a very earl y piece the disproport10nate reputation of which the composer 
always deplored . Apart from one ascent to a climax in t he middle of rhe 
piece , which does gra duall y increase speed , it is a very steady wock , 
its tempo impressive and the reverse of fast.; it 1s ce rtain ly not a ga ll op . 
Any horse which galloped at the main te mp o of t hi s piece would come in 
a ve r y poor la st. Al so , there is a difference betw ee n controlled , full ­
blo oded pianoforte tone and no ise . The performance to which Mr . Cook 
referred may not h ave beeo a good one , but he did infer that ther e were 
man y C sharp mino r pr elud es by Rachmaninov and that they all had the 
offensive qualities he li sts . Even the excitement of wr i.J mg about St 
Frank's should not prevent a certai n a mount . of accuracy. 

GERALD FISHMAN ( ew York): We have Just retumed from Engla nd 
and Scotland , and I, as a native, must confess to some sadness at what 
I saw . Th e is land i s changing , be it Glasgow or London , and not , I fear , 
.for t he best . Hi- rise apartments will not bring a health ier environment , 
massive traffic Jams on fonnerly peaceful roads will not. give us a higher 
sta ndard of living , promiscuous sexual , and discourteous behaviour will 
not bring us toget her , Metric systems, de cimal pounds , European 
Parliaments , and Nort h Sea oil will not serve a s a substit ute for hard 
work , discipline of mind and body, res pect for eld ers , country , and 
tradition. Bri tain , lik e America , is at t he crossroads. li may , in fact 
be too lat e. Chaos is the order in both lan ds , and unless we turn back to 
t he ways of our fathers and their fa the rs, we are lost. T he lunatics are 
ru nning the asylum . 

... 
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LEN WORMULL (Romford): As one who thrilled t o the "Phan tom of 
Cursitor Fields" , and who really believed such a place existed , I a:m 
inclined to accept Bill Lofi s 1 explanation as to its likel y or igin . The 
"Phan tom" first. made the Bullse ye headlin es wit h No. 14 , and I siill 
r emember t.he impact it made on me at rbe time It prov ed such a 
winner that if was later brought back by 11popular demand" . But not the 
same phantom as the origina l had been unmasked . The second was a 
ca r bon copy oft. he first , with only the identity changed . Set against the 
cobbl ed streef s and alle y- ways of Old Cheapside , with a netwO'Ik of 
secret t:unnels and doors , the whole enveloped in sw ir ling mis t s or fog 
the atmo sp here was phant om made fur rhE:. si.ori es which fo ll owed . The 
illu str ated work for the s er ies was ot t'be highe si calibre , and did so 
much t o pui ihe sr.or ies acros s . The y were nut so mu ch frig htening as 
baffling; how was r.he Phanf om ab le to elude t he police week aftet · week , 
and be nnmune to bulle t s ? Seen now, many of the exp lanations were ve r_y 
far - fetched indeed . but then so rnucb of boys 1 fic tion was . Bullse ye was 
never quit e t he same afrer 11 s depa rrnre , though an at t eropf was made 1 o 
capit ali se on its success w1t h 11The Phahi.Om Highwayman uf London 
Fie lds " In 1·he even t, thi s pro 'Ved a rathe r I spiri t less' t ale wit h only a 
modest run Her e , ai any r ai e , no m yst ery surrounds the locale, as 
any residen t of Hackne y will tell you . 

N . YANDLE (Redcar): Is there amongst t.he reader of C .D . an aut hor ity 
on the Girls' Own Paper? Som e sixty years ag o I was in a local nursing 
home for an appendicif is operation , and ihe Matron lent me s ome bound 
vols ~ of the Girl s ' Own Paper about 19 00 vinf·age , m one of which wa s a 
s enal abom a gir l named Oshaughnessie . F or som e r eas on , perhaps 
the onset of second childh ood, I ha ve a desi re to read it again . Research 
a t. the local libra ry bas not produced any clues as Lo the name of the 
st ory or author . I wonder if any reade.r of C.D . can he lp. 

W . 0 . G . LOFTS (London): In answer 10R. J . Lewis (Oci . C . D.) 
Freoorick William Robin s on wro1,e at least se vent y nove ls betwee n 1 855 
and 1890 . "T he House of E lmor e " was firsi published at t.he former date 
so his mother must have gm a lat e reprint It certa inly seemed a str ang·e 
present for a girl of 13, as Rob ins on was an adult wr11er ot very gr im 
n ovels . His most famous was "Fema le Life in Prisonn wr iti en under t he 
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no m -de-p lume of' By a Prison Matron' in 1 862. 
(ED ITORIAL COMMENT : Mrs . Mary Cadogan, who contribut es a major article "Do you 

Bell~ in Fairies ?" in t he new C . D . Annua l , a lso writes on th e Girls' Own ~per for whic h 
1980 will be tbe C ent enary Year . ) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED REALLY WANTED : Two issues of the Magne t, Nos. 948, 949. Any he lp will b e 
gr eatly appre ci ated , believe me . Thank you. 

H. W . VERNON, 5 GILLMAN ST., CHELTENHAM, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA 3192 . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: Ma gnets 192 0 to 1932 ; Wiz.ards and Rovers from 1936 . Can off er in exchange: 

early Gems , Magn ets , Champions , Bulls eyes , Playt im e , Union Jac k , Chums, Rov er , 
Thrill er, Film Fun, Nelson Lees , many ea rly Childr en 's Ann uals, 

OLTh1PUS 1 SANDFORD MILL RD., CHELMSFORD , ESSEX. 

Phon e No . 72570 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
~ S.O.l's, bound volume , 229 , 230 , 231 , £5; al so 355 , 213, 186 , 311 , £.2 each , all 
inclu din g postage. 

JOHN GODDARD , 44 BAKER ST., POTTERS BAR, HERT5., EN6 2EB. 

POTTERS BAR 59555 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * ~ * * * * ~ * * 
URGENTLY WANTED : Grey friars Holiday Annuals, 1920 and 1941 (orig inal) , in good 
condition , 

WARWICK SETFORD 1 155 BURTON RD., DERBY., DE3 6AB. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * 
W ILLIAM BOOKS WANTED - must be in good c ondition wit h dust jackets. Plea se cont a ct : 

DARRE LL SWIFT, 22 WOODNOO K CLOSE, LEEDS, LS16 6PQ. 

• * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • • * * * • * * * * * • * * * * * 
FOR SALE: Billy Bunter , Tom M erry , Biggies, books a nd Annuals . Hardbac ks a nd Paper backs , 
Det ec t ive Fict ion, Ell ery Qu ee n, F, W. Crof t s. , etc., s . a . e . fo r list. 

JOHN BUSH1 9 ARMSTRONG SQUARE, STUDD H lLL 

HERNE BAY, KENT , CT6 8AF. 

** ** ."t i<* *** *i' * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED URGENT LY: For 3 months hi re. 4/ 6 bert h ca m perva n v. w. or simil a r. Good 

condi tion (I' m no mechanic). Have driv en most every thing (eve n and around the bend a t 
times). Our once - in -a-li fet im e ch ance to see old friends only previousl y written to, Do not 

let high rental costs cut down our m ilea ge. ERN, AUDREY, LARAINE & SHARON DARCY 
47 FISHER ST., MAIDSTONE, VICT ORIA, AUSTRALIA 3012. 
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Nt11s of I/rt Old Ao1s llool Clu/Js 
MIDLAND 

Meeting held 30th October, 1979 

The gathering of the clans afte r our Summer break was attended by nine members on 
a night showery and tminviting out-of - door-s, but inside our room at Dr. Johnson 's house all 
was wai-m, cosy and comfortable. 

A touch of sadness came over us all as we stood in silence befo re the start of our 
meeting to remember an old comrade o,( the Old Boys ' Book fraternity, John Tomlinson , who 
has died since we last met . John was a !'eal enthusiast r emarkably well informed and critical 
as all genuine enthus iasts a re . His lively co nversat ion and dry wit, th e older members will 
remember with sadness that it is no more . The clu b sen t a wreath t o John 's funeral and was 
represented by Jo e _Marston, who lives at Burton not too far from John's home. 

John ha s l eft a numbe r of books for sale and a list was passed round for members to 
mark ofi books in whk h they were i nte1ested . 

A disc ussion on the ages of boys in the Remove Fourth Foom a nd Shell was start ed by 
Geoff Lardner , who said he was often puzzled by the inconsistency of the stor i es in this respect 
and the substitute writers often altel'ed the sc hool 's organis at io n if it suited them . 

Our usual feature Anniversary No, was Popular No . 405., published on 30th October, 
1926. The Collectors ' Item was a bound volume of Nelson Lees (Old Series) . The dates from 
9th Jwe, 1917 to 1st Septembe r, 1917, No. lOS contains tbe first mention of UmlosL 

Hot coffee, Jaffa Cakes and Cadbury 1s Miniature chocolates provided by Vin e e Loveday 
a nd George Ch ath am refreshed us during our discussions . 

A readin,g from the Bunter Book , "Btmter the Ba d Lad" sbowing Coker doing his funny 
turn writing limericks was read by Ja c.k Bellfield , your COITespondent . 

There was time for two rounds of Tom Porter ' s game , Greyfriars Bingo , It was amusing 
and illustrat es the numerous chai:-act ers that filled the Greyfriars scene . The winners were 
George Chatham and your correspondent . 

Also on display was the Autumn number of "The Acom" - a works magaz.ine which is 
edited by our own Georg e Chatham . 

We meet again on 27th November, and hope for an improved attendance . 

JACK BELI..FIELD - Correspondent . 
CAMBRIDGE 

The Club met at the home of Vic Hearn on Sunday , 4 November , 1979 . 

The members le.i.med with much co nc ern that Bill Lofts was unwell . It was 
unanimousl y a.greed to send Bill a 11Get Well" card , signed by all the memberspr ·esent , 
together with best wishes for his speedy recovery . 

A discus sio n took pl ac e on corpor-.al punishment at school , and members recalled their 
varied experiences at school at va!"ious pe riods I"anging fro m the early years of the century 
until the 1940 's Jack Overhill t'ec all ed various schools and schoo lmas ters of the peliod before 
and during the great War , which led him in to one of fns splendid reminisences of soci:i.l 
c onditions i n Cambrldge in th e early yea1s of the CentUiy . Ja c.;k's wonde 11ful g1ft of almost 
total raall of th e past made this a fasc inating i tem . Th,ere was a disc ussion on how membet'S 1 

ex per ien c es of r eal sc hool life c ompa 1ed with the image o f life at the Hamilto n and Btool<li 



Page 32 

school. 
The meeting then enjoyed IJ'ic's Lavish hospitality . and resumed with a programme of 

items concerning 5th NovembeT. Vic Heam produced a series o f Pucks wi th seasonable 
illustrations. He recalled fro m his boyhood the thrill of going to the shop and s elect ing one's 
fir eworks. H e -remar ked tha t he had in later y ears got just a s much en joyment in buying fire ­
work s for his own children. Keith ha d c ome prepared wit h so me 5th N ovem ber stories. 
Adri a n Perkins recalled the Yorks hire practice of holding '' Mischief N ight' ' on 4th No vember 
a link between Hall ow ' ee n a n d 5th November. Bill Thurbon gave a res ume of Harri son 
Ainsworth 's "Guy Fawkes ", a V ictorian gothic historical novel a. bout the Gunpowder Plot . 
Ja ck Overhill read the script o f one of his Broadcast tal ks, based on u nd ergraduates before 1914. 
\"/h en Cambridge cam e alive when "Th e men c a me up " . the "T o ffs' '; incl ud ing the Bonfire 
N ight ,ra gs, and th e chance of finding an unused firew .ork. T he t.llk concl uded wi th a n 
hilarious a ccount of a somewhat inebriated undergradua t e who de c ided to drown him s elf. Of 
how his friends :i.nd p:i.ssing wom e n tried to dissuade him, and of stru g·gles to hold hi m down 
a n d his das h es for th e river with the yo un g J:i.ck t:i.gg in g on at th e e nd ; Jack had never seen 
a nyo ne drown themselv es b e fore ! Finally , presuma bly to the y outh f ul J:i.ck 's dis appo intment, 
th_e m a n sob ere d up a nd w:i.s taken home . The me etin g closed wit h a w:i.nn vote or th :rnks t:o 
V ic and Mrs. Heam fo r th eir hospitality . 

NORTH.EKN 

Meeting held Sa tu rday, 10th No vem ber. Winter darkness is now w~pped round the starrin g 
time of our meetings: always a r:i.ther bleak thought. an d y et it ~om eho w enh an ce$ th e 
c onvivial glow wi th i n , lil<e the p:i.g es of a Magnet Chdstm a s Sto •y. 

Some discussion of topical iss ues included m en tion of t he study ' 1Th e Public School 
Phenomenon" recently brought out in p:i.perba ck . H :imilton secure s a passing re fere nce - on e 
h e c.ould have done wit hout. The ,rnthor describe:; th e Ma gnet tale s as being written in the 
k ind of style which an army o[ hack writers cOttld ea sily im itate , a nd q uo t es sam e six li nes (!) 
from a Late Magnet in support of th is cont ention. H e go es o n to r;a.dd th:i.t "snobb en is ra mp a nt '' 
in th e storie s; evidence to p rop up th is allega tion is th:i.t D 'Arc y w~s :in Hon. :i nd the ,on ol 
Lord Eastw ood , while Maulevere rw as a n Earl. One c-oul d po in1 out that Lin le y w:is ;;i 

Lan c ashire mill - la d and Pe nfo ld a viU ag e cobb ler' s son ; th e ;;iuthor h2S not troub le d 10 ;;isc e1tai n 
d etails like these . Why wi ll writers of th i.s k i11d not pr epu e th eir bri el prope rly b e for e 
:i.dvancing fa c ile litera ry :i.sses sm en ts an d e recting l:uic y socio l ogical th eses on th e str ength of 
t h em? 

Ja ck A lli son had prep:ued a.net he r in gen ious cont es t for us ~ 2 footb :i.11 m a tch betw ee n 
Gr eyfriars and Hi ghcli ff e p la y ed out upon t he squares of :i. c ros ~word- pu nl e . 'Friu s were a. nwn 
short, whi ch m ay h:ive 2cco unted fo r th eir r:i.ther sha ky de fen c e , b ut t he forwards were i n 
irresistible form, :. nd th e Highcliffians were du ly trounc ed 10 - 5 ln ve st iga tions are proc eedi ng 
to detennine whether the loss of our m:i.n w:i.s due to tbe m ac hination s of Ponsonhy a nd hi s 
b etti ng pals. 

Ne xt month is ou r Annua.l Christm a s Party. D:i.te , 8th D ecember . :i.nd st:i.rt a t 4 . 30 :i.1 
the Sw:i.rthmore Centre . As :i.lw:i.ys, old friends, po stal m e mbers . oth er Clubbites, wives a nd 
girl- friends are welcome. It helps our planning if you c an give Mo llie a ri ng first, th ough : 
Leeds 7S66t5. JOHNNY BULl 

LONDON 

Our Loudon Club's report is includ ed loose , as a supplement to this issue. This is 

due to our Chri st .mas stocking being over - full to overflowing. and not to :i.ny late arriv:i.1 of 

the report from the h~rd-workin~ Secretaty. 
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