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Recen t ly purchased , Gordon Swan' s collecti on, 

Austr alia . A fine large collection , poss ibl y one of the 

la rges t of Sexto n Blake mater ial. 

Ther e are thousands of Union Jacks, SBL's , all 

series , Dread nough ts , Penn y Pi ctorials, Popul ars , Cheer 

Boys Cheer , BF Vs , BFW, Hera lds , Nugger Library , 

P rair ie Library Many other s Fa r too man y to list 

Your specif ic wants , with firm orde r 1f possible pleas e 

and alt ernatives . Pr ices as usu al , quite compe titive 1 

Ove r 80, 000 comics and boys ' paper s in stock 

Ha ve tr ied to keep prices as l ow as possi ble, shop around 

and see for you rself' Comparisons are not od1~')as , o me . 

Complete Howard Bai<e.c range of fac s imile::. 

inc luding Book Club speci als . Reall y wonderful value 

ev en Just taking the amount of reading in ea ch volume 

I'd love to send li st s to :my customers , lik e som e 

of the others . If t hey were as busy as m.e the y wouldn't 

have t ime ~ 

Vis itors alwa ys very we:lcome - as usual. 

Pleas e ring . 

NORMAN SHAW 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

LONDON, SE19 2HZ 

Tel. 01- 7n - 9857 

Nearest Station B .R.. Cr yst al Pala ce 
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THE EDITORS 

NI •woes• PiGI 
?HI IDI?C:U CHAT 
OHIIIS D OOUICll 

Ju st how far were th e famous old papers made - or ruined - by 
the poli cy and the per s onalit y of their editors? Two old papers were 
certainly finished off by the activiti es of their new editors. These were 
the "Popular " and "The Boys' Friend " . 

The new ed itor s were what we could ca ll, in modern parlance, 
trendy . For papers which had always thrived on a certain dignity, the 
actua l editorials st ruck a foreign note, with a heading like "A Chinwag 
With Your Editor" and an introduction of ' 'Hiya, Folks~" 

Tn the case of the Popular, a paper which had \ivE,d up to its title 
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went rapidly down hill , as the old favourites were dropped , the new 
series replacing them were farcical school tales or t ales of adventure , 
while pages of comic pictures were quiite out of place . One can t race 
the deterioration throughout the year 1B30 and up till the end . As we 
ha ve commen t ed before , a partia l reas,on for the Popular' s decline was 
the exhausting of the old ma terial by so, much being prin ted ; with litt le 
system , in the Schoolbo ys' Own Library . But editoria l pol icy kille d the 
Popular, just as it had done t he Boys 1 F riend a few years ea r lier . 

The Gem and t he Magnet wer e lucky in their mara thon run s . 
Though t here were changes of edit or , and Hin ton, Pentelow and Down 
each left strong marks of his personali ty on the edi to rial pages , thei r 
actual policies did not diffe r a lot . Ea eh was content to let well alone 
for t he most part . 

Danny , in hi s Diary 1 has ju st r eached 1930 , and is wondering 
what on earth was happening in the Nelson Lee Libr ary then . At this 
distance in t ime 1 it is difficul t to tell e:,rnct ly what was going on behind 
the scenes, but it is clear t hat, for some reas on or other , there was an 
unhappy cha nge in editorial policy , 

These matters are not very important all these year s la ter , 
But they have a fascination all the ir own . 

OUR FOUR - HUNDREDTH ISSUE 

Next month this magazine reac he s the magic nurt1ber 400 . 
Although we ses it oursel ves as shouldIJt1t, it is a pre tty remarkable 
achie vemen t . Over nearly 34 years it ha s consumed countles s gallons 
of that British energy which governmen t s are now telling us t o sa ve . 
Unlike governments , C .D. has always known in which direction it was 
going . Being optim istic ) I suppose we always felt sure that one day we 
would reach No. 400 . And "Ain't Tha t a Grand and Glorious Feeling'' 
will be our signature tune next month . Unless you can think of a mo r e 
appropriate one . 

Down t he years S . P . C .D . has a] so consumed millions of words , 
miles of typew ri ter ribbons , thous ands of reams of paper , plus a 
hundredweigh t of postage stamps to wing it on it s way . And in that 
t ime , I have worn out two typewri ters . And on that journey, for all of 
us , glorious youth has changed to mid dl e- age spread , though Shakespeare's 
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"lean and slippered pan taloon" ma y st ill be a bit dis t ant " 
I ha ve felt for some t ime that No. 400 sh ould be one of those 

Gr and Double Numbers which the editors used to boast up t ill 1917 or 
thereabou t s . A sense of oc casion calls for it . 

Never thele ss , I ha ve decided, re luc tantly , against the idea . 
The price of C oD . has risen this m ont h , and pos t age wen t up yet aga in 
before we cou ld get the February issue in the boS'om of t:he G . P . 0 . I 
feel that with ev er yt hing so €J\.1)ensi ve these days , and with some ite m 
of necessi ty ris ing in cost with every day that passes , our readers have 
too muc h call on their pockets for me to add the pr ice of a CD Double 
Number to the burden . 

We shall , never fear, mark the occasion in a worthwhile manner . 
Our 400th issue will be a Specially Enlarged Number and one tha t you 
will cherish for all t ime . 

If you ha ve any special memories of CD, or any comm ents you 
would like to make concerning t his mile sto ne , send them along . 

THE PRINCE SS SNOWEE1 S CORNER 

A long time ago I bemo aned the disappea nmc e of block calendars 
from the marke t. A wonderful r eader sen t me one - a jo yful surprise 
for the new yea r . Every day I te ar off a num be r and read the new 
m ess age . Some ar e amus ing; some rnake one think . 

Re cent ly one read as foll ows: "Animals are such agreeable 
friends - they ask no ques ti ons , the y pass no criticisms" . 

It was a quotation fro m George Elio t and George c learl y had not 
a P r inc ess Snowee in his family c ircle . The P rincess i s always asking 
questions . "When are you going to get my dinner ? 11 " 'When are you 
going t o put that li ght out? - i t get s in my eyes . 11 11When are you going 
to stop t apping on t hat ma ch ine . I wa nt to go to sleep . " And as for 
criticism: "It's tim e my bla nket was changed ~ " "Wher13 have you put 
that m ou se I brough t in from the fie lds? You ha ven 1t - - - - 11 And so on 
Mosi of our readers who ha ve cats or dogs will know whai I mean . 

Anothe r day had the follo wing t ag : 11A poor ma n hasn't much f.o 
do wit h lawy ers - but some of them ha ve had . 11 That one 1 s worthy of 
Char les Ham ilton hi mself , wit h :memories of Gem and Magne t lawyers 
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in mind . 
Finally - a very , very true one : "A hundred men may make an 

encampment , but it takes a woman t o make a home . " 
THE EDITOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MARCH 1930 

It is jus t fifty years since the fi:rst telephone was installed in 
London o My brothe r , Doug, read aboui~ it in t he paper , and told my 
Dad that he tho ught it was high t ime we had a telephone in our house . 

Dad put on his Mr . Quelch look and said: "Why, my son 1 should 
I go to the expense of installing a telep hone ? Tell :me that . 11 

Doug said : "I should be able to ring up my girl friend , Hes ter 
Tuffee , every evening . All the chaps at the tech ring up thei r girl 
friends . 11 

Dad said : "That is the main reason why I will never ins tall a 
te lephone . 11 

And that was that . 
The Popular is getting a bit doulbtful whether it is corning or 

going . St o Jim' s came back , replacing· Greyfriars for several weeks , 
and we enjoyed the series abou t Mr . Selb y being blackma il ed by a rascal 
named Sneath . Then St . Jim's ended and Greyfriars came back . 

The series about Lovell as captain of the Juniors is in the 
Rookwood place , and the long (by Popular standards) sto ries of Ferrers 
Locke and Jack Dr ake are st ill appeari11g o 

But the Rio Kid is as good as ever . A mar vellous series . The 
Kid is on Colonel Sande rso n' s Bar - One ranch , ever since the Kid 
captured Black Georg e . The Kid is a cowpuncher on the ranch and his 
pal is Yuba Dick . Th e Kid thinks it only r ight that he should let the 
rancher know that he is the out law, the Rio Kid , but the rancher is kind 
and tells the Kid to forge t it . 

Then the r anch er's son F rank , comes home from .Montana , and 
the Kid re cognises t he son as a rascal he had met before . The son gets 
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in with a gang of cattle stealers , and finall y robs his fat her's safe . 
The Kid stops the son and goes to put the money back - and the rancher 
comes in and assumes that the Kid is :robbing him . So t he Kid has to 
leave the ranch . 

A lovely seri es wit.ha sad ending . The tit.les are "The Man 
from Mont ana" , "The Scallywag of the Bar -One" , "Friemds or Foes?'', 
11The Cattle - Lifters" and "The Kid ' s Sacrifice" . AU m:agntficent 
stor ies . Put toge the r. t hey would make a lovely Look. 

Ken King bas gone out of the Modern Boy again . Just the one 
t al e wound up the se r ies abou t Dandy Peters st ealing Ken ' s ketch in 
order to get the fabulous pearl which was hidden in the lb.old~ but which 
Danny , the cooky - boy found . The last sto ry 1s eutitl ed "Ken King Hit s 
Back" , and in the end Ken returns the pea r l to its r eal ,owner. And 
now Ken King ha s gone again . What a shame ~ 

In Modern. Boy there is a new serie s by Wilfri d Tremellen 
ca ll ed "Wings of Adventure" . Two young fellows have been left a huge 
fortu ne each by their late emp loyer, with a condi ti on th:at bring s them a 
lot more plus plenty of advencur e . This is a flying series . And Alfred 
Edgar , who is a regula r in the paper , has a .root.or - radng series . 

We have se en som e good fil ms at our local cinemas . Firs t there 
was a ralkie entitled "Splin te rs " , fea tur ing Nel son Keys, Sydney Howard , 
Lew Lake , Reg Sto ne and Hal Jon es , This is from the music hall revu e 
of the sam e name with som e of the sam e st ars . We have also seen the 
Fou r Mar Brot hers in "Th e Coconut s' ' and Walter Pidg eon and Mild red 
Harris in "Melody of Love " . Thes e last two were talk i ,es . The silent 
one s , all good. ha ve been Wil li am Haines in "Alias Jim.my Valentine"; 
Buster Keaton in "Spite Marriage"; and Victor McLagl,en in llKing of 
the Khyber Rifles". 

At New Cr oss Empi re we saw the new Ar chie Pi tt revue "The 
Lid o Foll ies " . It was pr etty good . 

The firs t story in the Gem this week is "Gussy ' s 'Talkie'" . 
Guss y get s .mixed up with a film star and wants to make : a film with her . 

Tbe next week i t was Cardew who was "Sent: t o Coventry ' ' . 
Then a bull y named Burke tt ar r ived at st . Jim 1 s, and I found him 

a bore . Fi r st t ale of this series is "Cock 10 t.he Walk" . He fights Tom 
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Merry and bea ts hi rn . Then "The Bull y of the Shell" and Burket t 
become s ju nio r captain . Must be a rum s chool if a new bully can 
become Jun ior capt ain in a week , F inally , last tale of the month is "The 
Fall of the Tyran t " . Tom Merry does exercises , get s stronger and is 
able to lick Burke tt . 

There has been a big court casH on this mon th . A man name d 
Sidney F ox was found guilt y of murdering hi s 63- year old :mother at a 
Marga te h otel after taki ng out a short - term insurance polic y on her life . 
It seems he s tr angled her and then set fire t o her bedroom in the hote l. 
He mus t have be en a nas ty bit of work . 

The Nel son Lee Lib rar y - W s gone bac k t o it s old t itl e again 
since it starte d agai n at No, 1 for no nrnson at all - i s anot her paper 
which doesn' t seem t o know whet her it's coming or g·oing , st . F rank's 
was completely destroyed , so Nels on Lee has gone back to being a 
detective , with a num be r of St. F rank ' :s boys , including Hand fort h , as 
his "yo ung assis tan t s" , The main sto r y is printe d in fairl y stnall type , 
and the re is a "full supporting programm e" including 'The Laugha ble 
Larks of Tubby & Sli m' , anot her series called "Primo the Terribl e" 
and a serial by Alfred Edgar . This mon th' s Nelson Lee t ales a r e 
"Dacca , the Devil Dwar f" , "Th e City of Bidden Dr ead" , "Th e Pi t of 
Te rror" , "The Two - Heade d Viper" and "The Fa ta l Wag·er" . 

I m iss St . Frank ' s . But luckily there is a new St . F r ank1 s st ory 
"Rebels of St. F rank' s" in t he Sch oolbo ys' Own Libr ar y this mont h . 
The ot her s tor y in the Library is a Gre:yfriars one "The Boy From New 
York" . Thi s one is a very fish y affair .. In othe r words , Fi sher T . Fi sh 
is the star . Je vver get. le ft? I wonder wha t that :means . 

The ma gnificen t seri e s about t he Cou rtfield Cracksman ha s 
finished at las t in t he Magnet . Ferrers Locke t rapped the guilt y man 
in the month ' s firs t story entitle d "The Gre yfr iars Cracksman" . 
Perhaps I ought not to men ti on who the cracksman turn ed out to be . 
A lad y wri ter na med Aga tha Chr istie had a book publis he d at Chr istm as 
entit led "The Seven Di als Mystery" , anid a reviewer in a newspaper 
printed the solu t ion of the mystery . Every body said it was a ter r ible 
t hing to do , for it spoil ed the sto r y for anyone who was going t o read i t. 
So, i n case anybo dy , in fifty year s time , say , happe ns to read the 
Court field Cracksman s er ie s ("Har ~ Ha d Har ~" said my br other 
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Doug who had the cheek to look over my shoulder as I w:as writ ing my 
Diar y . He was tryi ng t o be ir onic at the idea of anyone re ading a 50-year 
old Magne t ~) and in case any body should be re adi ng my Dia ry in 50 -yea rs' 
tim e (Doug doubl ed up with laughs at this and sai d "You sill y little boy, 
who would read your Diary in 50- years ' time?") I won' t disc lose the 
nam e of the criminal. 

However , I can say that Mr . Shield ' s pic ture showed the capture 
of the Cracksma n by Ferrers Locke , and the caption re:ad "As t he 
school.master detective drew the muffler from the hidden face , the Head 
of Gre yfriars uttered a cry < ' Barnes - my chauffeur ~' lhe gasped o 

11 

I think it was very wrong of Mr . Shields to give 1away the ending, 
and of the edit or t o let him do it . So I shall keep the secre t . I can say, 
though ; that Mr . St eel e was really Inspector Irons of Scotland Yard . 

That was nof: quite the end of the ser ies , though , for Bunter was 
still at home . Not knowing t hat it did not m atter now if he talked of what 
he knew. he came back to Grey fr 1ar s secre ily in a ge:m of a t ale 
enti tl ed "B ill y Bunter ' s Come Back" 

A lovely , lovely series . Very long , of course , reall y runn ing 
to 14 stories, but never to o long for me . And the Chri stmas stories in 
it were surel y the bes t of all t ime . 

After that, there came two tales not by t he real F r ank Richa rds , 
and they were entitle d "Nap of the Remo ve " (Nap was Gos ling ' s nephew) , 
and "Gr ease - Paint Wibley ", and they were an av.rful anti - clima :xo But, 
then , anything would ha ve been after the Courtfiel d Cra eksma n. 

Last of the mont h was a t ip-t op Coker ta le ent itl ,ed "The Fool of 
the F ifth" . Coker decides that he must pla y football for the sch ool , and 
he t ricks Pc,tter and Greene imo losin g the tr ain wben the Fi rst El even 
visi ts Rookwood for a fixture . Coker thinks that he , Co,ker , will be 
called in to fill the breac h , but his plan misfires . Luckily , Harr y 
Wharton bas gone t o wat ch the game , and he is called in to play . A 
ver y Jolly ta le . 

I'm still having a Joyful giggle over the start of flThe Boy fro.m 
New Yor k" I mus t write it down, so that I never forge t it . It goes like 
t hi s : 

St ud y No , 7we xe at t e a T he re werefour Jun iorsin th e stud y - Pete r To dd , an d 

h is coU!iin Alon zo a nd Tom Dutton , the deaf j unt ot, a nd Bi lly Bunter . Billy Bunte r w,.,s 
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was grumbling . He gene1 ,dly was . T he tea -tab le was spread fr uga lly , for funds were low i n 
No . 7, a nd Bunter as he sa.t down to te a, blinked ove r the spread tlu-ough his big spectacles , 
iJ nd grumbled . As Billy Bunter seldom or never made a ny contribution to the study funds , he 
rea lly b ... d the least Tight to grumble; but he did not look at it in that hght . 

"How m ... ny sardines , Toddy?" he aske d , blinking a t the dish , 
"FoUI , " sa id Pete r Todd cheerfu lly . 11Hel1p yoUI'Self. " 
Bunter helped himself to the four sardines 
"What are you fellows going to hav e ?" he ask ed . 

(EDITORIAL COMM ENT · Like Da nny loya l readets of the Nelson Lee Library may hav e 
wondered , wi th some 1•e ... son , wb.at the editor or tbe autho r , ot both of t he old pa pet , were up 
to m 1930 . The paper , for no appa r ent good r e.as<>n, had sta 1ted ... gain a t No . 1. lt seemed 
to serve as much purpose as substituting Cent igra d,~ for Falu enhe it , c1t the wh im oi some Ja ck ­
in-office , St . Frank's had been entirely destro yed though re...de1~ were .. ssured , amaz mgl y 
enough , th.it it was being re-bui lt as quickly .is po-ssible . Nelson Lee went back to his 
original profession of detection , w,th the assist a nce of some boys , late of St. F1.i.nk's That , 
In itself , seemed unlikely . Maybe the edi to r , or writer or both , r emembered that Sherlock 
Holmes , now and t hen , had the assistance of some boys . Were t hey called the Baker Str eet 
bTegula1 's, 01 ls my memory playing me tricks? 

Curiouser and curio user , some of the detec t ive tales were publlshed unde r the n.ame ot 
Edwy Searles B1>ooks, while some appea red under tlbe name oi Robe1t W Comr ... de, But 
Comrade was one of B.ooks 's pen - na mes . He wrote thl'illet series or seri a ls unde r the n..rne in 
the early Gem , It rea ll y did not make sense . 

As Danny mem:ions, one of the s.o. L's m Marc h 1930 was "Rebels of St Fr,nk 's" 
whic h se ems to have been a new sto;.y , The refo1e ., 1t wa s eith er spe c1.illy writte n for th e 
S. O. L. or it was something left ove r when they decided to destroy the old school , 

Most odd of a 11, there was no mention of th is particul ar S. O. L. in the very place 
where one would have expected to find it - in the pages of the N. L. L. 

The other S. O. L. this month , No . 119 , "The Boy From New York" comp 1ised a cut 
versio n of "Cornered" , a r ed-M agne t tale of the ear ly summer of 1914 , followed by the 
entire story "Easy Term s" of a couple of months ea rli er in the same year . Fishy was shown in 
a bad light throughout and , though the two tales blended we ll enough , there was j \1$t _. little 
too much Fish about ft a ll . ) 

* * * * • * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * • • * * * • * * WANTED · Boys' Fr iend 3d . Library No. 48 dated :H / 2/ 1908 , "The Iron Way" . Also books by 
John Finnemo r e; also by Edgar Wallac e "The Cat Burglar" , "Smithy & the Huns", "Sel'gean t 
Dunn C . I. D. " , "For Inf01mation Receive<!"; a lso "Willi a m the Lawless" by Richmal 
Crompton; a lso books by Ex-ic Leyl and; a lso "Chatte rbox 11

, "Newsbox" Volumes 2 , 4 1 S; a lso 
"Mysteries of Sa ddlewotth" by A. H.trcourt - BUlld.ge; also Boys' Fu end 3d . Lib No 53 , 
"Chums of the Iron Way" ERIC CONNOLLEY 

DUNSTAN LODGE, 25 PAYNE'S PITCH 1 CHURCHDOWN, GLOW. 1 GL3 2NT . 
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BLAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

Reade1,s of Bl:..kiana for many y ear:, will no doubt remembe r the Consultin g Room Chat 

c ompiled by Mr , Der ek For d . After a long gap I hav e received some n,~w items horn Derek 

a nd will publish some each month , These c hats ar e ve ry interes ti ng .and I a m hopin g th ... t 

De i-ek wi ll now c ont i nue to let me have some a s often as possible I know it is eal'ly in the 

ye ar to mention the Annual fo r next Chri stm as , but I would like to rece iv e any m 2ter ia l you 

ca n poss ibly wri te a s soon a s possible , it would be nic e to hav e some longish art.icles for the 

next issue . Of cotu'Se I still need a1ticles for Blakia na. 

CONSULTING ROOM CHAT by Derek Ford 

Back Again . As I was about to remark back in 1 56 when t he 
Baker's boy came t o the door , we shall now have longer t o loaf over the 
real Sexton Blake . And we shall cer t ainly need the ti.me . A life time to 
read Just the 1,483 case - books in the SBL alone . (Incid lentally , why did 
t he A . P . have to start "New Series" in 1925 and 1941? ) Then there a r e 
1, 531 "Union :rack" and 379 "Detectiv e Weekl y" " Plus , of course , 
numerous other papers whi ch printed Blake's cases from 1893 onwards . 
So Pm afraid we ar e ne ver going 1 o see a cJ a im in tbe "Guinness Book 
of Re cords" by anyone t o have rea d all the Baker Stree t cases . The 
la te Norto n Price manag ed to collect a complete run of 1the SBL ; but I 
am doubt ful if he managed to read everyone of the!n . I .make a modes t 
claim to ha ve r ead all the books in the thir d seri e s of the SBL 1 but only 
becaus e I read t he majori ty of them bought hot from tbe press each 
month . A weekend pleasur e I looked forward to at t.be beginning of each 
mon th for over fifteen years . In between I managed to get through cases 
from ear lier days . But I've still many , many years t o ]look forward t o 
reading "new" cases lik e all coll ec tors of Blakiana . 

Jaws . Sf anron Hope came up with an odd clue to a murder il'.l his 
Chile case - book "The SigTi of the Blue Triangle" (21/ 3) ,- a fragmen t uf 
sh ark's skin found stickmg t o a thorn y bush . It was frOJm a sm all strip , 
wrapped ro und the murd er kn ife , used by the house - boy for scraping 
pots and pans , and im.pli cared hi m in the crime . Hope's; third case - book , 
in 1954 . also carne up wi1h another odd clu e A human skull wiih roug hly 
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engra ved Chinese charac ters inside leading to the finding of the gold 
str ipped from a tero ple dome before the Japanese arm y thrus t through 

Malaya . 
Two quote s of note from the firB t book: "Not tha t Miguel's 

conscience worried him undul y . His conscience wa s defunc t as hi s 
veriform appendix , which had been remo ved years ago from among 
layers of fat by a Valpa rai so sur geon ft:>r a hand som e fee . 11 The second : 
"He recognised Sexton Blake with a feeling akin t o tha t of Scrooge con­
fronted by the ghost" . 

CAN LOGANG U REALLY BE ON TJHE SIDE 
OF THE ENE MY? by Ray Hopkins 

Re calling th e st aunch friendship between Sir Ric hard Losel y , 
Commissioner in Northwes t Africa , and Lobangu , Chie f of the Et baia 
tribe , it comes as something of a shock in "Th e Cas e of the Lost 
Lobangu 1i (Union Jack 1080 , 21 June 1 1924) to find the friendly African 
siding with the enem ies of the Bri t ish C ommissioner . The Askari 1 a 
noto riously troub le -making t ribe , have obtained the services of a 
mysterious witch - doc t or or med ici ne - man, one Nefa l"i, who "was doing 
his bes t to dig up str ife by preaching a doct rine of hat e against the white 
man and counselling a campaign of wholesale murder . " Nefari , i t 
appea rs , is a rela t ive of Lobangu ' s and the Chi ef of the Et baia ' s obJect 
in making frie ndly overtures to the Askari is to tal k Nefari imo leaving 
them and joining the Etbaia . Bu t Nefari is insane and bloodthirst y and 
refu se s to accompany Lobangu to talk wit h Si r Richa r d. When Lobangu 
does not tur n up for t he pro posed meeti ng, Sir Richard boards his steam 
lau nch to visit Lobangu's city "that lay south of the grea t swamp" , only 
to find Lobangu missing and wandering in the Ask ari country . Sir 
Richard follo ws and when he does not r et.urn in t he pro mis ed two days , 
his sub ordinate send s for Sexton Blake and1 t oget her with Tinke r and 
Pedro , makes bis way throug h the For ,e st of Ghosts on the tr ail of Sir 
Ri chard and Lobangu . Sir Richard Losely ' s su bordinate i.s kill ed by a 
poi soned spear and Blake and Tin ker are ca pture d by a grou p of Ask ari 
war riors who club them into unconsci ousness and carry them to the 
sac rificin g stones of t he Askari nation . And here , just prior to what 
seems to Bl ake must be hi s las t moments , he se es the notori ous Nefari , 
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nine ty year s old , wrinkled and emaciated . Nefari te lls he assembled 
Askaris that he has kep t his promise to kLll the white lords before the ir 
very eyes . He produces a knife fron1 under hi s cloth , "For a minute 
the blad e pa ssed abo ve hi s (Blake's) head •.• t.he next with a hiss, it 
plunged downwards e" Blake flings himself from the sa crificin g stone 
and , as he fall s mto unconsciousr,ess , sees Lobangu racing toward the 
stone 

When Blake -receovers, he finds him se lf , Tmke r and Pedro in a 
native hut guard ed by Lobangu He te lls Blak e the Askaris plan to pm 
him and Tinke r to deal h on l he following day , but he has brok en rhe neck 
of their guard iJ1 order that. they may es cape . He gi.ves them a hand ­
dra wn map of the ro ute Blak e i s to follo w so fha t he ca n r e scue Sir 
Richard He is to be accompanied by "20 picke d spears of Lord 
Lobangu' s own bodyguard" Ar r 1 ved at the hm whe re lies Sir Ri chard , 
Blake gazes upon 1he evil genius who is behind the uprising of 1he Askar i 
and the infrodu cuon of NefarL It is a Germa n, Otto Sne:1der, who is 
sming ourside ,h e hur wuh Askari warriors on both s ides By rhe ti me 
Blake eriters the hut ro release Sir Richa rd, t he German: and all the 
Aska r t s are dea d Sir Richard tells Blake t hat Sneider was working a 
ru bber plantati on in F .cench Equatoria l Africa which had been, pri or to 
World War I , fhe German Colony al the Caineroun s . Since the Fren ch 
took over, he had Jost 101..s of mone y and intende d to ta ke re ven ge by 
causing an uprising ol t he Askaris against the Br it ish . 

The friendl y Atnc an tr ibe s are told tu a=--m their young men for 
war and converge upon the Askan led by Sir Ri chafd Los ely, Blak e and 
Tinke r Blake deliberatel y kills Nefari and r.hen sees L<)bangu, wh o had 
nor been with lh e Aska ri, appea.£ from nowhere and , with a te.£T1ble cry, 
fall across the budy of the mad wirch doct or . The war 1 s over and rhe 
Askari a.re no rnore, and Blake rea li zes he ha s Killed Lt:,.bangu' s own 
father~ Lobangu later confirms rhi s when he has i o expl:ain to Sir 
Richard the reaS OlI for hi s mexp h ca ble act ivn in Joining forces with the 
Aska ri . fr had been io prorecl his msane fa1her., and he bad failed . It 
was he who had caui:;ed hi s father 's madness in f-he first ]Place by 
wander ing off mto the fore& as a child and beco ming lost for seve ral 
days The E1baia h ad bani.shed the insane Nefar i t o the for es , where be 
was believed dead unt il lu s sudden re appea ran ce yea r s late r as the wif ch 
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doctor of the Askari. Sir Richard pa r dons Lobangu and all ows him to 
re t urn to his people without a st ain on bis char acter o 

The writmg sty le of this very dra mat ic story was so tot all y 
diffe re nt to Cecil Hayter' s 11The Ghosts of Losely Hall1' that. curiosi ry 
made me turn to the Sexton Blak e Catalogue e The difference was 
immediatel y explained becaus e the auth or of thi s story is John Wneway 
that versatile writer who wrote all the Cliff House stories in the 193 01 s , 

* ~ * * ~ * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Nelson lee Column 
THAT ' S MY BROOKS' by William Liste r 

Tim e was when there was a sol dier Housemas ter at St . Frank. 1 s 
in charge of the Monk's House section ., Of course , there wou"td be ; 
seeing it was Jan uar y 1919 and we had Just said g·oodbye to World War 1 

A certain Colonel Clin ton . D .S .O o, arrived a1 the old sc hool 1 to 
make his presence 1elt . Not that. I knew m uch about it as I ·was but 
seven at the ti me . In fac t I ha ve only 3ust caugh t up on it. arid even tbai-. 
only through a reading glass . Talk about ''Alice thro ugh the Looking ­
Glass" I wouldn' t see much wit hout looking throug h a reading glass , 

Our Clin t on was a r ight old shiner . Your first sig ht of him 
comes from the cover , as he dril l s the boys in t he schoolyard; he 
baw l s his lungs out after the manner of !Ir . Windsor Davies , the 
sergeant of "Some Like it Hot " of '1' .v . fame . 

Colo nel Clin to n1 s doss ier re veals the followi ng:- Figh ting in 
Fran ce for two years ; rose from Lieutenan t to Colonel in no t ime; 
resc ued a pri vate for whic h he received a D ,S .O . ; invali ded ho.roe 
Ram r od back; r ed face ; iron - grey moustache sticking in tufts frorn 
si de of face . 

Get the picture? You' ve all m1~t him , whether it was in 1914 -
1918 or 1939 - 1945 and mos t of you didn't like him , It looks as if 1he 
same applied to Edwy Sear les Brooks . It wasn ' t long before the St. 
Frank's boy s didn't like him eit her , but then his sort have always been 
aroun d and are still with us accord ing to a recent t rial reported in the 
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national preSS o 
Our Clin t on would be Jus t the so rt of chara cter Edwy was looking 

for , if y ou will all ow rue t o explain , Pi ck up any book o,n sho rt - story 
writi ng or novel wri t ing and you ar e urg ed to ha ve "c onmc t " . 80

1 
how 

doe s one cre ate conflic t ? How do you work out a piot ? 
Well ~ here 's Mr . Bro oks at the cl ose of one St . Fr ank ' s se rie s 

and another due t o begin . St . Frank 's is befor e him , ever ything is 
quie t , everything running sm oot hy ; jus t as well r .m as a publi c scho ol 
sho uld be . But the r e's no story In that . I can alm ost hBar M c. Bro oks 
brain t icking over , (I could do with an awkward cha r acter to dump on 
St . Fra nk' s; one li kely to st ir up trouble )c Being ar ound 1918 - 1919 
t here would be pl enty of the Colonel Clin ton type ar ound .. "Jus t the j obn 
thinks Mr . Brooks and so Colonel Clin to n is born , the scou r ge of St . 
Fr ank's . 

Route :marche s , soli tary confinemen t , confined t o barrac ks , 
se ver e punis hmen ts wer e the or der of the day . All in fros ty , snow 
bound wea ther . 

I ha ve bee n tol d that this kind of chap usually got shot in the back 
by his own :men so it was no su rpri se f;o roe that poor old Clint on was 
murde r ed . 

So you see , from tbe inject ion of one object ionablle charact er 
into St . Frank ' s . we even tuall y arri ve at t he headlines "Murder at St a 
Frank ' s" . "Dr . St afford , Headmaster , arrested . " "Colonel Clinton 
dead" 

After a terrible r ow the nigh·/· before , Col onel ClJnt on is found 
dead . Dr . St afford ' s blood- st ained slippe r s and blo od- stained hand ­
kerc hie f (on which the police clai m Staffo r d wiped the blood from hi s 
hands) and a blood - st ained poker in the Doc to r's study . The y have 
detained t he headma st er of t.his well - known sch ool. 

So we have come a long way from tha t nice well - run college 
that Mr ~ Brooks st arce d wit h, all because of one man who crea ted conflic t . 

To cl ose , I am known as an Ed wy Sear les Br ooks fan . Indeed I 
am; but I a m not nai ve . E veryi hing t hat Br ooks wro te was not t op- class, 
so meti mes it was su b st andard , but when he did rise t o i:he occasion he ' s 
har d to beat . Take thi s se.rie s o. s . 18 7- 19 4 ; as an illus t ra t ion for the 
bene f11 0£ those not fa mili ar with Edw y Searles Br ooks , (and being 1919 
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it would be his early days) before he deve loped . 
"The Sold ier Housemaster ", No. 187 o . s . 
"The Freak of St. Frank ' s , No. 188 o. s . 
"Discipline Let Loose", No. 18B o. s . 
"Under the Heel", No . 190 o . s . 
"Dr. St afford's Ordeal " , No. lHl o. s . 

Here are the first five of the series , the y are readable , mildly 
interesting; but then we move int o the llast three 9 and you can hold on 
to your hats and your seats; 

"Who Killed the Colonel?" , No. 192 o. s . 
"The Schoolboy Sleuth" , No. 19:3 o. s . 
"The Colonel 's Secret" , No. 194 O c S c 

Sit back and enjo y them and ther e's a tremendous twist at the finish . 
That's my Brooks' . 

A FEW MORE ODDS AND ENDS by C . H . Church ill 

In the February C .D . Jim Cook in his "Let t e r from st . F r ank' s" 
remarks that he has no informa t ion to offer regarding Vera Zingra ve , 
ste pdaughter of the infamous Pr ofessor of tha t ilk . I would like to sa y 
tha t the las t tim e she was int roduced int o a st ory by E . S . B . was i as far 
as I am aware , in No. 78 old series 11A Chris t mas of Peril" t he firs t 
double numbe r o,f th e Lee . Thi s wa s af:ter the Green Tria ngle series 
ended with the Pr ofesso r presum ed dead . I had an art icle on this story 
in the De cember C .D . 19 77 . Vera Zingra ve was then married t o Douglas 
Cliffo r d who had helped Lee agains t the: Gre en Tr iangl e . They were 
li ving in a large house called "The E lms' ' somewhe r e in Der byshire , 
I do not think they were eve r ment ioned! in the Lee aga in . 

Th e rema rk s in t he C .D . la te ly about err ors in pri nt int erested 
me as I spent some ye ars in the pr int in1g tra de o Our firm made few 
mis t ake s as we had a good rea der . Ov,er t he years a few did creep in 
and when they did they were almost al'w•ays abs olute ly stupi d and one 
could ne ver underst and how they could 'happen . What does irr it ate me , 
however , is sill y mistakes such as in De tecti ve Weekly No. 54, "Th e 
Ridd le of the Fi ve St range Guests" by E ,S .B . It is defi nitely by him 
and says so on t he title pag e . On page 20 at the bott om "continued on 
page 24" . When we turn to this pa ge we find the story conti nued half 
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way down with the remark "The Riddle of the Five Strange Guests" by 
Gilbert Ches ter . The top half of page 24 contains an advert for the 
coming weeks story which is by Chester . Apparently whoever set up 
the page must have become bemused, and certainly did not think what 
they were doing . 

Some errors crept into the Lee but t hese were mostly in the 
adverts for the next week's story. When t his arri ved it bore a different 
t itle to that shewn the previous week . Of course these might not be 
errors but a change of mind by the Edi tor at the las t moment . 

Re ferring again to proof reading , if one scans the daily press 
(also our local evening one) it would appear tha t today there are no proof 
read ers with all t he mistakes , lines missed out and lines transposed. 
Progress I presume. 

There were some odd things about the Lee covers at times . 
The most famous case being No. 354 "The Amazing Inherite nce". On 
the cover Nipper & Co " are shewn dressed in Et ons whereas in the 
st ory it definitely says they were dr essed in Cadet uniform. Oh well~ ~ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * 
TWO MORE "OLD BOYS" PASS ON 

We deeply reg ret to r ecord the dea th of Mx. Max Lyne , who w;u: a rea de i: of this 

m;;i,ga zine for ma ny ye,;,rs. Mr. Lyne , a brilli a nt cla ssical schola r , was at one t i me the ed ito r 

of the Lati n magazin e "Ac ta Diurm " , a nd on one occas ion published a Gr eyf:riar-s sto ry , in 

Latin , from the pen of Char les Hamil t on . Mr. Lyne adm ir ed gre atly th e knowledge of Lati n, 

la.rgel y , elf- ta ught , wh ic h Ha milto n ha d , Max Ly ne was., befo r e ret ir e1rnent, a m.ute r a t 

Blac kpool Grg,mm ar Sc hool , a nd tn l'ec ent v e,U'S has li ved in the Lake Distrkt . Max was a 

veIY old fr i end , lo l'\g befo r e C . D. days , a nd we sha ll miss his i rtteresti ng lette rs . 

He lea ves a widow and a son t to whom we exte nd our sympath y ,. 

We ar e a lso :.ad to l,'.ec ord t he de ath of Mi-. A . Fenne t of High a ms Pa1'k 1 E. 4 , who was 

a loya l r ead er of the Digest from 1ts very ea1ly days , 

* * * * * * * ' * * * * * * • * ~ ~ * * * • * * * * * * 
WANTED : Th e followmg m ont hly C. D's t o c omplete colle ction - l , 2 1 3, 4 , S, 6 , 7 , 8 , 9 , 15 , 

20 , 22 , 24 , 26 , 48 , 83 , 134 , 384 , Also th e Sextoi;i Blake C:tta.logue , Ca n Hnybody help? 

H PEMBERTO N , 63A PARKEND ROAD 

NEWALL GREEN, MANCHESTER , M28 8QP, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * 
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WERE T HE Y SUCH FRIENDS ? by T c Keen 

T he question of the friendshi p hE~tween Tom Merry and Reginald 
Talbot has again arisen in the rec ent Co1Iectors 1 Diges t Annual , a 
situation which has , for the past few ye :ar s , intrigued -me grea t ly . I 
say for t he pas t few years , as it was only dur ing t he 1970 1 s that I became 
aware th at so muc h inter es t in the Magne t , the Gem and the othet' paper s 
of our youth , still existed . The refore . a s I had -nor even re ad a Gem 
sto xy since those far off days , I ma y be at a disadvanta ge in expressing 
my sentiments over Talbot of St , Jim I s , 

When I first read the Gem , way back in the 1920 ' s 1 Talbo t , 
alt hough mentioned quit e often , did not appea r to be one of the le ading 
charac t ers , and as I was ju st becoming acquainted wit h Tom Mer r y and 
Co , . I paid littl e attention to him , little realising wha t a furore he had 
cau sed a decad e before . The n . (and I hope I am correc t in this 
recollectio n , as I ha ve not seen a copy of the book si nce) , from a fri end 
at school , I borrowed a copy of the Holiday Annua l of 1922(? ), in which 
a st ory concerning Ta lbot ' s ear ly da ys at st . Jim ' s was published , and 
he became my favouri te charac ter im mediatel y . However, the re was 
little evidence in the Gems of the 1920 1s , that Tom Merry and Talbo t 
were supposedl y close friends , apart maybe from the 1927 series 
featur in g Talbot and Cro oke . Sadly , by the time the earl y Talb ot stories 
were reprinte d in the Gems of the 193 0' s . I had pas se d on t o other 
m aga zine s . 

Sinc e be coming aware of th i s continued interes t by so many 
pe ople in the Old Books , I have 9 during the pas t four or five years , re ad 
the stories of the arrival of Talbo t at St . Jim' s , and the subsequent 
st ories tha t appeared during the 1914 - 20 period , ~. and what mar vellous 
stories the y were , Ta lbot being an abso llutel y superb charac ter , 
Allowing for all the improbabilities 1 suc h as a boy of fifteen being th e 
leader of a gang of crooks , and alt hough apparen t ly spending a 
cons iderabl e amount of t ime in the pre c lincts of Angel Alley 1 n:ianaged 
to be spl endid ly educa te d , a fi rst - cla s s cr ick ete r (and foot ball er) , and 
an excellen t pianis t Right from tbe beginning , his pe rs onali ty mu st 
ha ve bee n qu ite d iffer ent from the usual r un of St Jim 's cha r acters , and 
Tom Merry an d Tal bot cert ainly be cam ei close fr ien ds in tho se darl y 
stories . 
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Tom pro ved his friendship in that mar vell ous story " Ca se Out 
Fro -m the School" , Gem No. 362 (with that extremely poignan t cover, 
refe rred to by Roge r Jenkins , of Talbot. walking away frrrm t he school, 
leav ing Tom Merry in gr eat distress) , and in the followmg story 9 

"Loyal t.o the Las t 11
, when the Terr ible Three find the starving Talbot 

on the London Embankmen t , These were extr em ely .moving stories, 
and how th e youn g readers of the Great War period fel t about such 
stories , I cannot imagine 

But in the very next issue of the Getn , with Talbot back at St . 
Jim ' S i Tom Mercy almos t turns againsr him , with Talbot saying , "Pm 
not going to quarrel with you Tom , you've been t oo good a friend to 
me for that . But 1f you no longer have faith m me , yorn can d.cop rny 
friendship 1f you like , and have nothing mure to do with me" . 

If , at any time , the Terrible Three ba d conside:red becoming the 
Tenible Fou r, Talbot would have been the ideal fourth mem ber, and I , 
for one , am glad he remain ed at St . Jirn ' s . He never wished to be 
Captain ot the Shell , and he never turned against any of his friends . 
The Terrible Thre e could fall out , Blake & Co. could btave misund er ­
standings, Levison and Clive could doubt Cardew , Clive and Cardew 
could doubt Levison, but Regin ald Talbot , though be wais often 
cond emn ed, remained an upright, brilliant character . 

Talbo t became a loner , having to share a stu dy with the bori ng 
Gore and Skimpol.e , and even in holida y pe r iods , he seldom , or ever, 
spent a vacatio n with Torn Merry , Manne r s artd Lowtheir . Blake & Co. 
always jo ined t he Terrible Three , so thinking back , was Tom Merry's 
friendship with Ta l bot so deep after all? 

Luckily . Talbot re mained an individual. Somehow he did not 
belong to Charles Ha.milt on9 or even F ran k Richards . He was 
essentially the insp ira t ion o1 Martin Cliffo rd , 

* * * * * * * * * * * ~ ~ ~ * * * * * ~ t * * • * * * • • 
FOR SALE. Ti g er T im 's Annual 1926 ; a lso Chatte rbox 1907 , very good condit ion , Many 
othe r Ann ua ls: T iny To ts ; Bobby Bear; Leading St.rings ; Mic key MoU!l:e; Felix • .About 80 
Pictur e Post m ... ga tl ne of la t e 30 's , nd eatly 1940 1s; 15 Rupe1t Annu a ls . Have 100 Mag nets 
a nd Gems to sell or exchang e . Sunny Stor ies by E. Blyt on 19SO's , Ame ri ca n Eagles Com ic 
1945 , Will eJtcho.nge 1or Wizards. 

WATON . "OLYMPUS" , SANDFORD MI LL RD ., CHELMSFORD , ESSEX. 
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TE A IN THE HALL by W O . G • Lofts 

R ecently a Magne t enthusiast wxote and asked me if I could 
explain more about the Greyfriars Tea in the Hall . How, for instance , 
did t he catering staff know exactly what numbers of boys to provide for? 
According to the t ales very few boys did attend the unappetisir1g afternoon 
meal , and it did seem that gallons of t e·a and piles of bread mu st have 
been thrown away daily . Well my answer to this sort of question is like 
many othe rs of t his nature . Frank Rkha r ds always freely admitted 
tha t be was spartan in his description oif boys and places " He thought 
quite rightly that it was the &tory he was writing , and no descripti ve 
essa y s on the functions that exis te d in the old school , 1f one was so 
inclined , one could poirJt out dozens of such inconsis tencies , or lack of 
reasonable explana t ions . Fo r instance it would have needed a staff of 
at least 30 to run t he school on the domestic side , yei only half a dozen 
were ever named . One of the duties of Trotter v the Gr eyfrfars page , 
was to clean the shoes . What•, nearly ~mo pairs ~ He would be doing 
nothing else all day " The Invisible Man must also have cleaned up the 
horrible mess in the ink spl ashed wre cked ragged studies , as they 
appeared shortl y afterwards as new Le t us be thankful that the author 
did concen t rate on the deligh t ful stories . t hat we were able to enJoy t o 
the full in the dear old Magnet . 

But to re turn to the Tea in the Hall . According to the rules of 
the school , boys from only the Third Fo rm upwards were allowed to 
ha ve tea in their studies . One could safely then say t.ba t t he F1rst Fo r.m 
(yes , Frank Richa rds did mention this in Magnets 241 & 291) , Second 
Form , and mos t of the Third we r e .regutlar attende r s which mad e at 
least 80 boys . With a smattering of the! poorer boys of t he Rem ove ; 
including F isher T . Fish , who thought t hat as the Tea was includ ed m 
the school fees he mig ht as well ea t it , even though it was referred to 
as 'Doorsteps' and ' Dishwa ter ' , So all in all they probabl y cate re d for 
an average of a 100 boys each tea t ime , The author1ii6s claimed thai; 
the meal was wholeso me , and exactly what a grow ing boy sh ould have . 
Far better than the cream cakes and chocolate eclairs devoured in the 
study feeds . So who is to say who was right? 
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BIOGRAPHY OF A S.MALL CINE lvI:A 

No . 72 . THE BARKLEYS OF BROADWAY 

This time it was nearly half-term 

before the curta ins of the Small Cinem a 

parted for the first prog ramme of the t erm . 

T i me s were changing . Even f ilm s 

were cha ng ing. And often , not fo r th e 

bet te r. T e levisio n was now in almost eve ry 

home . I delay ed over booki ng new shows 

for t he Small C inema . I asked myself 

whethe r it was worth while , All over t he 
coun try cinema s were cl06ing down. The 

Small Ci nema had a good wh il e to run 

yet , but a lways , ftoom now on 1 l.t was to 

be a good m a ny weexs into a. term befo re 

the p,rognmm es. start ed. 
The f!rs-t £ilm of t he te rm ca me 

fi,om M. G. M., and it w~s a big one . It 

was " King Solomon is Mines" sta rri ng 

Stew att Gir-J.nger a nd Debo ra h Kerr , i n 

T echn ic olo r . It was not a f., vow.ite of 

m ine , but , undoubtedly , it was a 
splendid one fot a sch ool ci nem :i. Ra ther 
i mprobably , it did very big business in 
th e c omm ercia l ci nem as, too . Gra nge r 

was a nothe r oi the lat e1· states in the 

decl ining days of the cin ema , a nd he was 
very popula r fo1• a time . The sto ry - li ne 

of the film was not strong , but visuall y l t 

was :magnif ic ent , a nd it had a good dea l 

of educational worth . 

In the same bill was a col ouied 

ca1toon "Holida y for Shoest ti ngz" . 

Next week brought a noth er b ig 

one , this ti me from W_a.rner's. This was 
J:..mes Cagney a nd Vh-ginia Mayo in 
11Whit e Heat". It was. without mu ch 

doubt , Cagne y's most v iolent fil m , but 

Cagney gav e a seanng performance , a nd 

t he story wa s tense a nd exci ting. It was a 
gr ea t hit in the Sma 1l Cinema, A colo lllled 

Porky carto on was "Li ttl e Orphan Aireda le" ; 

....nd the supporting b'ill also ha d a Joe 

McDoakes c omedy n.ovelt y "So You Want 

a Raise" . 

The following week brough t the 

longest film of the t ,ei'm, lt ca me fro m 

M. G. M. a nd was "Comm a nd De ci sion". 

It starred Clark Gable , Wa lte r Pidge on 

a nd Va n Johnson , but the re was a n imm ense 

ca st of fam ous mal e na mes. I should think 

tha t every male sta r on the M. G, M, 

pr.yrol1 ha d a patt in. it, A war picture , 
from the point of vi ,ew of t he Gene rals , it 
does not li ngex in my m emory . In t he 

S;,.me show w~s a co lo ur cartoon "One 

Ha m 's Family''. 
Next , "Stag e Fri ght" fr om Waro er 

.Bros, , sta rri ng Marl 1me Die trich , Rich;ud 

Todd and Jan e Wyman , A Hit chcoc k film , 

i t lack ed t he eeri e oha:rm of many of his 
fi lm s, I seem to r ec,all , but it had its 
moments , Ma de in England , it had a 

numbe r oi we ll~known British play ers in 

th e suppo rtin g cast . In the suppottmg bill 
was a Barney Bear colom · cart oon "T he 
Bee Devill ed Bruin" , 

Next , from Warner Bros. , Robert 

Mont gome ry <1nd Pat l'icia Cutts in "Yout 

Wit ness". Made in :Englan d , it was, I 
see m t o reca ll , a fa:irly inter estin g sto ry 

of an Ame rica n sold :ier ac cused of mur der 

in England , and a n Ame rica n lawyer 
com ing over the pol'.lld to defend h im. 

Montgome ry , afte r spend ing years at 
M. G. M,, had switch ed to Warne r 's, a nd 
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was well past h is pe ak . T his may bave 
be en his la st f ilm , th ough Ta ro only 

guessin g . Patricia Cutts was an English 

act r ess w ho , I belie v e , la te r c hanged he r 

na me to something mo r e gl amo rous , 

though I forget wh a t it wa s. 
A colourful car toon was "f or 

Sc ent - i mental Rea sons" a nd a Pete Sm ith 

novel ty was "Wh at I wa nt Next ". 
The follow i ng week , fro m 

·war ner 1s , brought Humphre y Bogart in 

" Chai n Lightn ing" . I ca n 't r emember .I 
thing a bout it , which m ay or m ay not be 

a me asure of its worth , but I dar esay it 

went down well enough in its da y . A b ig 

support ing bill included a coloui ca rtoon 
"Wa gs to Rich es" a nd a colowed Sport 

Para de "A ction in Spoxt" . 

The te rm 's shows ended with Gi nge r 

Roger s a nd Fr ed Astai r e in "The Barkle ys 

of Broadw ay '' from M. G . M., in Techn i­

c olo r. Gi nger had vi sited t he Sma ll 

C inema before , notably many years 

ea:dier in the lovely mus ic al "Fifty Million 

Sweethearts" , while Fred ha d been along 

a few years befo re in the pleasant mus ica l 

"Easte r Pa ra de" with Judy Ga1:land . 

Tt was some ten ye a1,s since Gi nger 

a nd Fred ha d ma de th eit popula l' danci ng 

f il ms togethe r ; though we ha d neve t 

pl ay ed them , as they we r e relea sed by 
Ra dio , a nd , t houg h we play ed a few 

Ra dio f ilms eadi er on , w e had possibly 

c eased do in g so by the time of Ginge r 
a nd Fi.:ed, I fa ncy the .Bark leys was qu i te 
a good fil m , though som e critics slat ed it 

«t the ti me . It ha d been intended ; I 

t hink , a s a v ehicle fol' Jud y Garla nd , bu t 

she was then enga ged on one of he r freque nt 
fi ts of tempe ra men t , so Ginge r Roge rs 

was ca lled in , thoug h it wa s a long t ime 

since she ha d ma de 'l mus ic.i.L It was 

delightfui to see them togeth er a gain " 
The supp orti ng bill included that 

te rm 's onl y Tom G Je t't'y c olo ur.ed cartoon 

"Jeny 's Cous in" a nd a ple asa nt mus ica l 

ha li - hour ln colo ur ent.it led "Songs ot All 

Nati ons" . 

T hat va ca tio n we had a cl ub 

meet ing , p robably a t Ki ngston . Afte r 

the m eeting , I invi ted a ny gues t who fel t 

li ke it to come to the Sma ll Cinem a .atnd 

see a, sho1t progra mme of fil m, , a nd I 

expect that near ly eve ry body did so , On 
tha t occa s ion , it was a show of abou t 40 

minutes , a nd c ons isted of one of t hose 

d elightful Mac k Sennet t pot pom't'is ft om 

Warner 's ent itled "Once Over Lightl y " , 

plus a Tweety Pi e colour ca rtoon "Bad 

Old Putty Ta t " , an Ink i colour car toon , 
"lnki at the C h>c us" a nd a not he r colou r 

cartoon "Finn 1n Catt y ". The whole show , 

on tha t occa sion , came fro m Warnei 
Bros. Tbe da te : 19th Aug ust , 1951. 

(And when C. D. started , 400 

issues ba ck , t:he Small C in ema was 

pla yi ng "Anchors Aweigh" starri ng Gene 
Kell y and Frank Sinatra ) 

(ANOTHER AR TI CLE 

IN T HIS SERIES 

NEXT MONTH) 

• * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
ST OLEN FRO M 0 . B. B. C • . BORROWER - Gem s No,:, 1345 , 1348; N, Lee 's 493 1 495 496; 
SBL's ( 2nd seri es ) Nos . 414 , 684 , 710 , 744 . URGENTLY NEED GOOD CIBAN REPLACEMENTS 
WRfrE 'fI RST . BfLL BRADFORD , S QUEEN ANNE'S GROVE 

EALING 1 LONDON,, W. 5 1 3XP. 
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THE WOLF OF WOTSIT ? by R . Hibbe rt 

For what it's worth - not a lot - Tom Halla s and I always 
pronounced it Ka as in K, K, K > Katie and bul as in John Bull . K-bu l 
with rat her mo re stress on the second syllable than on the first . 

Kabul , as Tom and I knew - back in the thi rt ies - was some ­
where near the Khyber Pa ss . We imagined the Khyber Pass t o be 
someth ing like the Winnats Pass near Castleton, tn Derbys hir e. Like 
the Winna ts but more so . A pass is a pa ss is a pa ss w:as the way we 
saw ii . But Kabul was probably not a bii like Castle ton . We under­
stood that a lot of dried mud went. into the arch ite cture of Kabul. 

Kabul , the Khyber Pass , rhe Him alaya s were places where Bill 
Samson busied himself . We read about bis expl oits m 1'Tbe Adventure' . 
He was a Britis h army officer wit:h very little regard for regimen t ation . 
A military misfit , he was even more of a loner than Lawrence of 
Arabia . His only confidant. was a st unted hillman caUe d Chung who 
delighted in clobberi ng Samson's enemies - who were the enemies of 
1 he RaJ - wit h a dilapidated cric ket bat. 

Men in London clubs , Indi an Arm y mess es and Afghan bazaars 
referred to Samson - respect.fully as t he Wolf of Kabul. So did boys 
in ter r aced hou ses in Norlhern mill towns . 

Chri stmas, 1979 the Russ ians invaded Afghan istan and took Kabul. 
When t.he B . B. C. reported the affair it gof int o a lot of t r ouble . Not as 
to whether it got it,s fac ts right or wrong . No, the B B .C . was hauled 
over t.he coa l s for the way it pronounced KabuL No two ann ouncers or 
rep orters said it. ali ke . According to the m Bill Samson could have 
been ca lled The Wolf of Ko- bul 

The Wolf of Kobble 
The Wolf of Kaw- bul 
The Wolf of Kaa - bul 

and different people pui the stress on eith er t he first or second sy ll able 
as they saw fit . Worrie rs - including a knowle dgeable memsahib -
wrote up io the B.B .C . about it and got their views aired on Radio 4' s 
news programme ' P . M. ' and the Sunday lunc ht im e programme I Feed ­
back' . Eve ry body knew the right pronun cia ti on and pour ed scorn on all 
other pronunciaii ons . Top people wrote to 'The Times' about it so it 
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was a pret ty ser ious ma tt er . 
If Bill Sam s on himself wro te up to ' P . M . ' I missed it when his 

le tt er was read out " No Afghan phoned iln , but if one for eigner ' s Just 
blown up y our pa rt of the old home t own you're hardl y likel y t o wor ry 
abou t what anothe r foreigner calls it . In any case a langu a ge expe rt on 
1 Feedback' assured us tha t Kabul cou ld lbe pronounced one way at one 
end of a sen tence and anothe r way at t he othe r end of the sen ten ce c 

There seems to be no answe r t o tha L 
Tom Hallas and I learn t quit e a few words from the Wolf of 

Kabul - jingal for one , poshteen for anothe r one , alkhalak for anoiher , 
tulwa r for another and chupli for yet anothe r " We used t o dro p thes e 
bit s of Push tu, Hindi and Persian int o what pas sed for conve rs at ion at 
the top end of Syddal St reet and no- one co rr ected our pronu n ci atio n . 
But nobody paid much atten t ion to us ei tlher . 

Pity Bill Samson retired , becauBe he had tha t part of the worl d 
a lot better organised than it is now , pity Chung hung up the skull ­
cracking Clicky - ba . Pity Afghanistan didn't stay a far - off dream place 
in a boys' paper . I don' t like realism in fiction and I like it a l ot less in 
real life o 

* * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • 
ANOTHER HAMIL'Jl'ON MUSEUM 

Anothe r Ha mil ton museum has come into eid sten c e 1 th is t i me a t the home of Mr. 
R. F . Act a.ma n a.t Ruisl i p , Middlese x. T he ori g in.;.! H:tmilton museum . a t Mai dston e , unde x 

the con tr ol of l'vir. Jo h n Wernham , is st i ll go ln g strong , of co urse . 

M iss Hood , house k eepe r to the fa mous a utho r for ma ny y ea rs , has now r et ir ed , a nd the 

house " Rose la wn" ha s been on the ma r ket a.nd ma y now hav e a new owne r . Mr . Acr a m a n 1 

with a numbe r of trnst e es , ac qu ir ed ma ny inte r esting items whic h forme r ly be longed to 

Ch ar les Hamilton , i nclud ing a c oupl e of his ty pew d ters (one of th e m his beloved old 

Rem ington) ; his typ ing- d esk and stool ; his tobacco ja1'; a large Bible pr esented t o him by 

Cli ve Fenn ; his la rg e r ef er ence lib rary; vo lumes 01[ Gre yf ri ars sto r-i es wri tt en i n Brai ll e; a nd 

ma ny othe r i nt er est i ng pie c es too l engthy to list he t·e , 
An y one w ish ing to v iew the la t est museum sh ould con ta c t Mt . A cra m a n by te l ep hone 

(Ruislip 31025) well in a dva nc e a nd mak e a n a ppo i:nt m ent , A vi ew in g f ee is c harged , a nd 

will be pa ssed on to Miss Hood . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTE D : Ma gnet s G Gems . Also 1920 Grey fr iar-s Holid a y Ann ua l . Ca n off er 1941 in ex c ha nge . 

D. W RIGHT , 13 EAST LANE, SANDIWAY, . NORTHWJCH , CHESHIR E. {0606 - 882397 } 
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MIDLAND 
Meeti ng 26th January, 1980 

This was a cheerf ul meeting and we enJoyed ours elves very much . 
Our usu al feat ure - the Anniversary number , was on show . It 

was Gem 103 dated 29th January , 1910 , and 70 years ol!d to the day . 
We were saddened to hear of t he sudden deat h of a one -tim e 

member of our clu b, Warwick Selford , who was a very young man and 
we all stood i.n s ilence as a token of respect for t:wo .minutes . 

Se veral li vely discussions took place . The geog;rap hy of the 
Greyfr ia rs scene was often a puzzle, for Charles Hamilion was 
inconsistent about it but members agreed that suc h solecism s were 
forgotten in an enthralling stor y . 

Regarding the ce lebradon of t he 40 0th JSsue of f he Collectors' 
Digest , Tom Porter , who ha s them al11 said that in addlition tot. he 400 
usu al numbers there was in the early days a special edition called 3A. 
This was sen t out by Her bert Leckenby to warn rea ders: of frau ds 
among th e dealers of the period . 

Coffee and chocolate cakes pro vided by Vince Loveday were 
take n as refreshments and t horough ly enJoye d by all . 

We wis hed to place on record our apprecia t ion t,o Pat Hughes , 
Stan Knight and Joe Marston for thei r genero us donations to our club . 
Joe Marston had ra ised the grand sum of £157 . 50 on the books of the 
late John Tomlinson whi ch bad duly been passed on to h;is widow. 

A reading· by your correspondent fron, Bill y Bunter ' s Tramp , 
a re cen t Howard Baker issu e , fin ished off an enjoyable evenin g. 

We meet again on the 26th of Februar y, 1980 . 

JACK BELLFIE LD - Correspondent . 

CAMBRIDGE 

The Club me t at the home of Adrian Perkins on Sunday, 3rd 
F ebru ar y . Mr . R. W. Baylis s , Secr etary of the forthcoming Eagl e 
Conventio n was a welcome guest . 
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Mi ke Rouse passed round a number of new items of publicatio ns, 

and also m ore albums of seasi de photogir aphs , and reported on progress 

with his fo rt hc o1n ing book on East Anglian seasi de resori :s . 

Ar ra ngements were made for fort hc oming meeungs , alterations 

to t he usual da tes being made t0 av01d cllashes with Eas ter and the Ma y 

Bank holida y The Club wiJl now me et on 2 Marc h (host Bill Thu rbon), 

30 March (host J ack Over hill) and 27 April (when V1c Hearn with host the 

A , G M . ) 
Adr ia n and Roger Bayli ss , expla ined t he a r rangements for the 

Eag le Conf ere nce . Mention of "T he Eagle " set members' memor ies 

working on other co mi cs of their youth , and a number of these , ranging 

over mo st oft. he first half of the pres ent cent ury were recalled . Bill 

Th ur bon then gave the an swers to hi s "Just for fun" Christmas Quiz; 

the hi ghes t scor e s bei ng made by J ack Overh 11l and Mike Rouse After 

enJoying Mrs . Pe r kins ' tea, Jack Over bill talked on pira cy He covere d 

a wid e r an ge, from abou t 1200 B . C . t.o the 1 7th Centu ry From ibe 

" Pe opl e of the Sea" who Ra mese ill defeated, to Blackbeard , Captain 

Kidd , Morgan and Captain Ward . the ren eg ade who tau ght the Barbar y 

pirates to us e square ri gged ship s , cov ,ar mg the E lizabethan ven1 ures of 

Dr ak e , Hawkins and others He also rE!called Pompey the Grea t' s war 

ag ain st the pira t es of the anciem world , and J uliu s Caesar • s revenge on 

the pi rat es who held him l o ransom . Jack had been particularly 

inte rested in t he r ulers and financi ers behind many piratical expedit ions . 

In the discussion which followed referen ce was made to the stor ies of 

J e ffr ey Farnol and Saba t ini , to S Walkey' s ta les in "Chums" , to t he 

"lron Pira t e" and "Cap t ain Black" by Max Pemberton , and , of cour se , 

"Treasure Is land 11
• 

Warm thanks were expre ss ed t.o Adria n and Mrs . Per ki ns for 

tbei r hospitalit y . 

LONDON 

The th irty - se cond A . G .M. t ook place at Josie Packman' s Ea st 

Dulwich home , the same venue whe re ilne inaugural meeting of the club 

roo k plac e in 1948 

Bill Brad for d was elec te d Chairman for 1980 and the rest of t he 

officers of fhe club were re-elected en bloc . 
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Pride of place as regards the entertainment side of the gathering 
was Josie ' s estimable treatise on the Three Musketeers, not Duma s' 
immortal three but tha t trio of desperadoes that were featured from 
t ime to time in the pages of both the Union Jack and the Sexton Blake 
Lib rary . Josie read extracts abou t these crooks from :articles of hers 
that have appeared in the Collecto r s' Diges t. 

Bob Blythe' s read ing from an issue of the Nelson Lee Library 
was "The Affair of the Pr ofessor's Monoplane" , .9. thrilling story about 
Trackett Grim and Splinter . Bob also read extrac ts from Februar y 1963 
newsletter which was about the A . G. M . that was held alt Putney . 

The Gre :yfriars item thi s month was a Rhyming 1Quiz conducted 
by Roger Jenkins . Eric Lawren ce and Laurie Sutto n were the joint 
winners . Votes of thanks were accorded to Josie for her hospi tali ty and 
t.o the officers for their good work during 1979 . 

Next meeting at t he Townswomen ' s Guild , 342 Hoe Stree t, 
Walt harns tow E . 1'7, on Sunday, 9th . 

NORTHERN 

Meeting held 9th February , 1980 

BENJAMIN WHITER 

All the faithful were in att endance on a mild eve10ing, and ready 
to entertain t houghts of spring . Mollie, indeed , is due to wing for 
holida y climes in the next few weeks , and some of our discussion time 
revolved round future plans - note, please , no library session, there ­
fore, next meeting . 

Darrell Swift had a -recor ding of Greyfria r s through t he eyes (or 
ears) of New Zea land Rad io. Our reaci:ions could fairly be described as 
mixed; some wer e in fact pretty derisi ve, but we acknowledged that the 
programme did at leas t go to authentic origi na l sources, which all too 
many 'entertaine r s' the se days fail , through ignorance or indifference, . 
to do . We had before us some recent newspaper cuttine ~s which offered 
fresh examples of this sadl y familiar treatment of the ·world 's bes t ­
loved but - alas ~ - often scant ly -respecte d sc hool. 

After refreshmen ts , a le tter - grid quiz . B.ill Williamson rom ped 
into an early lead, but the gap was later closed. . One olf his riva ls w·as 
Har r y Barlow , who claimed the event to be - in t he words of one of the 
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answers - Unpar alleled , Unprecedented) ~ 
Next meeting, Saturday , 8th March . 

JOHNNY BULL 

* * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ 

Tht Postman Called (Interesting items from the 
Editor 's letter-bag) 

BILL LOFTS (London): In answer to Gordon Hudson's query on the 
Union Jack Mystery - I think it was just a case of t he serial end instal ­
ment being squeezed out because of adverts finally taki ng prio rity . The 
serial certainly continued the following week , and right up to No. 900 . 
Many strang e things like this have been found in boys' papers i.n the past. , 
and commented on in the C .D . This serial was republished in Boys' 
Friend Library , 1st series , No. 556 - and it is sad to note that the 
author Walter Edwards (Walter Shute) ended up his days dri ving a taxi 
t o make a living . So rewards for some were poor in boys' fiction 
writing. 

E. W . COX (Southampton): The reference to the film 'Words and 
Music' in the February 'Biography of a Small Cinema ' prompts me t.o 
write in protest. Ce rt ainl y , it was in no way a great MGM musical , but 
was one of the many biopics turned out by the major studios dur ing the 
late ' forties, on composers and entertaiiners , in which a collection of 
popular songs could be performed by the leading stars of that t ime " 
This particular film was as inaccurate as the others , but did have 
Metro's top stars to put over the ' •.• any amount of forgettable songs' 
by ' c • • an American song - writing team' • 

The song writers were Richa rd Rodgers and Loren z Har t -
composer and lyricist who collaborated for over twenty -t hree years . 
and together turn ed out some 480 popular songs , which man y consider 
to be the greatest this century . 

'Wor ds and Music' used only a fow; such trifles as 'The Blue 
Room' 1 ' Manhattan' . 'Jo hnny One- Note' 1 'Mountain Greenery ', 1 A 
Sma ll Hotel' , •I Wish I were In Love Ag;ain' , 'Blue Moon', 'On Your 
Toes' , 'This Can ' s be Love' . 'T hou Swell' , 'Wher e's that Rainb ow? ', 
'The Lady is a Tramp' , 'Where or Whein', and 'Slaugh ter on 10th 
aven ue' , Not feat ured were such equaUy forgettable songs as 'Dancing 
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on the Ceiling'. 'You too k Advantage of Me' , 'A Ship wiithout a Sail' . 
'Lit t le Girl Blue ' , ' It neve r entered my Mind ', 'My Hear t stood Still' , 
1My Tunn y Valentine ' , 'Glad to be Unhappy' and 'Bewitched , Bothered 
and BewiJ dered ' . After La rry Hart died in 1943, Rodgers teamed up 
with a Mr . Ham merste in , and during the next seventeen years they 
tur ned out sever al songs , which t he author no doubt has forgot ten . 

Richar d Rodge rs died on 31st December , 1979 , and his passing 
was mourned by millions . Luckil y hi s music will live , and the lyrics 
by Loren z Hart will de l ight love r s of wit and audaci ty as the y ha ve 
cont inued to do over the pas t t hirty - se ven years . 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT · The wri te r of otn Small Cinem a ar ticles doe:~ not use r efe r ence 

books , He has noth ing befo r e him but his old boo king-sheets , a nd then wdtes from memo ty 

as he looks ba ck ov ei' the y eais, H e re ca lled tha t "Words & Music " was biog ra phic.a l (o1" a 

' bio pic• as mode m cr itic s say in t he ir new jar gon wh ic h gr-ates on som e of our ne rv es) but , 

sha mefull y enough , did not .remembe r m uch mot e ~bout it . ) 

T - KEEN (Thames ditt on) : How very st range , the Febru ary issue of th e 
C . D , arriv ed a couple of day s ago , and r eading thr ough Dann y's Dia ry , 
J oan Crawford' s film. "Our Danc ing Dau ghters" is men t ioned as being 
an other very good silent film - the odd bir being , t.hat I had seen the film 
the pre vi0us evening at the National Film Thea t re . Joan Craw ford was 
a:n abso lute delight . 

Dare I carr y on furt her from Ronnie Hunter ' s l ette r reg arding 
the old song "A Cott age for Sale "? I , a lso ha ve an old 7'8 recording of 
t hi s song 1 bea ut ifully sung by Gracie Fields ; the ex act dlate of re cording 
be ing 22nd May, 1930 . Gracie ' s ve rsi on was ba cked by 11Cry in' F or the 
Carolines" . 

F . R . LOWE (Der by) : With ref ere nce to Ronnie Hunt er's note in "The 
P ostman Called " , Jan . C .D . , about Maurice Elwin , I to,o st ill have a 
zonop hone record , in good condition, of this s inger - stated on it to be 
a baritone - which I purcha s ed for 1/ 6 in 1929 , an d which I have 
t r eas ur ed ever s ince , al though no w I have no gramophone on whic h t o 
pla y it . 

The titles on mine are 11! Surr ender Dear" and on the reverse 
side "Ro cky Mount ain Lullaby", also of Elwin . 
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LAURIE SUTTON (Orpington): In hi s C .D. Annual arti cle on Cliff 
House and Morcove, I am afraid that Tommy Keen is in error in 
attributing Phyllis Howell, along with Philippa Derwen t , to J . N. 
Pent e low. The Derw en t s were, indeed, Pentelow characters, but 
Phyllis and Archie Howell wer e the creations of G. R. Samways . 

Incidentall y , "The Feud With Cliff House", (1925) was almost 
certainly written by Samways - certaiJoly not by Hamilton~ 

LEN WORMULL (Romford): I was st0 sorry to hear of the death of 
Ro ss Story, a lady with whom I made contact only by telephone. She 
seemed such a warm and friendly person. Long-term readers of C .D . 
will recall her nicely-ba lanced articles on St. Frank's, and the time 
she "stuck her neck out " by declaring .E. S. Brook s to be a better writer 
than Charles Hamilton. On a more personal lev el, I particularly 
enjo yed her spirited defence of Handfo :rth, in reply to a criticism of 
mine. By an odd co incidence, only the other day I picked up a paper­
back Western, called "Raiders Of Wyoming" by Ros (sic) Story. 
Assuming it to be our own Ros s, I read on. Briefly, the story relates 
how an outlaw-turned-lawman, Gregory Cord, and now operating with 
the Pinkerton National Detective Agency, joins up with a notorious gang 
of bank robbers to find their hiding plaice of a quarter million dollars. 
I enjoyed it so much that I looked for o1ther titles from the same pen, 
without success. But I did make a suriprising discovery. The same 
character (Gregory Cord) and Pinkerton Agency turned up again in 
"Death Waits In Tucson" by Desmond Reid . The writ ing sty le bore a 
marked similarity to the first. 

I dimly recall Jack Holt in "Submarine " , mentioned by Danny, 
and believe his partner was Ralph Graves. They made seve ral films 
together - ' 'Diri gib le" was one of theirs, I think. I must congratu lat e 
yo u on the excellence of the Annual this year, which truly deserves a 
place among the best ever published. 1rhe announced price increase is 
sti ll a modest one by today's standards .• and unlike most products these 
days the quality of C .D. never deteriorates. Most National newspapers 
now carry so many advertisements that the term Newspaper has become 
litt le more than a misnomer. And talking of inflation, I have just seen 
this notice in a Baker's shop window: " Hot cross buns - only 7lp each" . 
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One a penny , two a penny , hot cross buns . What a la ugh~ 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT: Ross Sto 1y wr"Ote a "Des:mond Reid" Blak e st()ry . ) 

JAMES HODGE (Br istol): I MUST recommend a boolk t o you, one 
which I am currentl y read ing and one which I am sure you , too, would 
enjoy . It is entitl ed "Chelsea Child" , wri tt eri by Rose Gamble, and 
published 1979 by BBC Publications at £5 . 25. I bor ro ·wed it from the 
Public Libr ar y . It is concerned wit h the child of J. poor family growing 
up in the 1920's an d 130s and 1s a lo vely and movingly wri tt en autobiograp hy, 
the rea ding of it moving one to aJt;eraaf-e laughter and tears . Als o, i t 
r eminds one that riot only have i:he t irnes changed but the people , we, us , 
ha ve changed also . Th e courage and integrity that shirn ;:S through the 
deprivation in the pages of this book , the self reliance and the willing -
ness of the poor t o help the poor m the fac e of unheeding Gove rnment 
and the iniqui t ous Means Test •. , one asks . what has happened to the 
s ort ot people we onc e were , what have we done to our irnoral fibre , our 
1 guts ' as a people and a Nat ion? 

* * * * * * * * * * * • * • * * ~ * * * * • * * * * * * 
WANTED: 'Baker' Spe ctals; India Seri es, Dic k the Penm a n, Th e Tr eas:ure Hunt:er-s, Loder -

Ca ptai n, Toff of St , Jim 's . Will pUl'Chas e or have some Gr eyf'ri;,ti Press: vol umes for 
exchange incl uding G. H. A , 1974 a nd othe r 0 / P volume s, 

ANDREWS, 80 GREENWOOD AVENUE 

LAVERSTOCK , SALISBURY, WILTS. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE, 618 Beezer Com ics , m int condit ion , £1 00 . 00 , 136 Huckle ,beny Hound Comi cs, 

m int condition , £20 , 00 . Would li ke buye r to collect if possible, very bulky t o post . 

B. BLIGH, 55 ARUNDEL AVENUE, HAZEL GROV E 

STOCKPOR T, CHESHIRE (061 - 483- 7627) 

* * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED : Boys' Papers , Comi cs, Librari es a nd Annuals, large and sma ll quantitie s . 

MARRIOTT , 27 GREENVIEW ORNE , NORTHA MPTON, Te l. 711874 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Next Month: Our SPECIALLY ENLARGED 400th Number. 
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FLEETWAY THRILLER l.JBRARY by Gordon Hudson 

In 1977 IPC Magazines Ltd. produced a new library, the 
Fleetway Thriller Library . None of tlhe stories was original, all being 
reprints from hardbacks issued by other publishers pr incipally Robert 
Hale. With one exception, Gideon's Day by J. J. Marric (John Creasey) 
they were all run - of-the - mill novels. Four titles were issued eac h 
month at 25p . Sixteen titles were issured up to August 1977, and alt hough 
the September books were announced in the August issues, I do not know 
whether they actually appeared . Some! of those which were issued can 
now be bought from Woolworth's publishers' remainders. Presumably 
the Library was not a success as it se,ems to have been discontinued 
very quickly in spi te of the extreme ly low price of the books . 

The following is a list of the books I have traced up to now. 
Perhaps some of our fellow hobbyists might be ab le to complete this. 

1- 4 Not known 

5 Lakeside Zero by Douglas Enefer June 1977 
6 New Face in Hell by Roger Busby II 

7 Thr ee for a Kill ing by Douglas Leach " 
8 The Plutonium Heist by William M. Green ,, 
9 Gideon's Day by J . J. Marric Jul y 1977 

10 The Golde n Oyster by Donald Gordon II 

11 Cha in of Infamy by George Beare " 
12 Spy Puppets by Geoffrey Davison II 

13 Destruction Man by Charles West Aug. 1977 
14 Flameout by Colin D. Peel " 
15 Special Delivery by James Pattilnson II 

16 Shabb y Eagles by Bill Gaston II 

17 The Pretty Thing by J . D. Scott: Sept . 1977 
18 A Very Big Bang by Philip McCutchan " 
19 The Ver y Breath of Hell by George Beare " 
20 The Paradise Zone by G . J . Barrett " 

Edit e d by Eric Fay ne, Exc elsior House , 113 Crookham Rd. , Crookham, Nr. Aldershot, Hants. 
Lithe duplicating by York Duplicating SE:rvices, 12a Th e Shambles, York. 


