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Far too many duplicates and "fair condition" copies in 
stock . The se cov e r most of the Boys' paper s . Can quote rea ll y 
"knockove r pri ce s" for copies of my selection in orders of 50's 
and 100 1 s . :Part icularly large s tocks of Magnets , Gem s , U .J' s 1 

Le es , Young; Britain's , Marvels , Modern Boys , Detec t ive 
Weekly , ThrilJers , Popula r s and others. 

Some numbers seem to be in larger quantities than 
others , these are the ones I wish to reduce . 

ComJplete range of Howard Baker Facsimiles Book Club 
Specials available. Even have some second - hand ones in fine 
condition. 

Plea:se quote No's required. 

Your Wants List appreciated, but please chase me up 
from time to time . Always something new com ing in . 

Visitors very welcome, but please ring me first . 
Speedy postal service if this is not possible. You see the goods 
before you pay ~ 

NORMAN SHAW 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

LONDON, SE19 2HZ 

01 771 9857 
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A WORD FHOM THE SKIPPER 

A FEAST OF READING 

A friend of mine over very many years I a'lways called "Agatha 
Challis", shortened, inevitably, to "Agg ie" . Now, from whence did the 
name "Agatha Challis'' come? 

It was, in fact, a character in a serial ent itled "Fr iendles s" in a 
comic paper which I enjoyed as a small boy. It appeared in "Butterfly 
& Firefly", in the year or two after those two lovely old comic papers 
were amalgamated in the First World War. My s ister read the instalment 
.to the entire family each week when I carried the pape r home. 

Of course, one associates those heart .... war m ing, large -sheeted 
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comic pape rs wit h su ch characters as Dream y Dani el, Po rtland Bill 
(later more r esp ect able as Butterfly Bill); Breezy Ben and Dismal Dutchy : 
Constable Cuddl ecoo k; Homeless Hector ; T . E . Dunville , Little Tich; 
Laurel & Hard y ; Tom , t.he Ticket of Lea ve Man (later, more respectable 
as Tom , the Merry Menage.cie Man); Pinky & Patsy of Pa tacake Palace; 
Marzipan , the Magician; Waddl es , the Wait e r ; Beatrix Buttercup; 
K . N , Pepp er , tlhe King of the K'Nuts ; and loads mor e . How the ver y 
names touch the hea rt - strings . 

But , though those names live far down the tum blin g years , my 
memory of 11Agatha Challis 11 reminds us of the wealth of reading material 
there was in those pink , or gr een , or white pr oductions . 

One of the most famous of comic serials was , of course , "The 
School Bell" . I fancy it was the late Len Packman who did a fine ar tic le 
on that outstand i ng serial for the C .D . Annual long ago . 

But , apaJrt from the serials , th ere were rnuch - loved cha ract ers 
in long - ru nning series . Bonnie Bluebell , wbo had magi c gloves , didn 1t 
she? JoJly Jack Johnson , who was a boy mesmerist , and who. I feel 
sure , featured in one of m y favourites "Merry & Br ight" (lovely name for 
a comi c ); Cheer ·ful Charlie Brown , who , I think , was a vent riloqui st in 
the But t erfly; Val Fox , wbo had a parrot , I s eem t o recall, ·and who was 
a detective who charmed the ye a rs in Puck; and a lady 1 have mentioned 
from time to time , uThe Woman With the Black Hea rt" (she had a he~rt 
tattooed on her forehea d) , in that less orthodox bu t very memorable ·11Fun 
& Fiction" . What marvellous reading -m att er the y provided , week after 
week, year after year . And , of course , there were the Orfis Boys , 
Horatio Pimple and Philpott Bottles . 

I think w•~ must reprin t just one of those old tales over a month or 
two . Who would you like? Charlie Brown? Val Fox? J ack Johnson ? 
Bluebell ? The Woman with the Black Heart? Drop me a line and le t me 
know. I'll reprint the one most. demanded by readers . 

It occurs to me that I was not being flattering in ca lling my friend 
"Agatha Challis", for Agatha was what was called , in those days , an 
adventuress . 

MAGIC NAMES 

In his excellent article we publish this month , Mr. Bill Lofts 
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refers to the love felt for the old "Amalgamated Pr ess ''. Does any name 
in the pr esent world of publishing for Youth conjure up the same joy tha t 
the A . P . conjured up for- us ? 

So many of the grand old names have disappeared . We had soft 
spots in our sen t imental hearts for the Gre at Eastern , the Great Western , 
the L .M .S . , and even for the South Eastern & Chatham .. Who toda y bas 
a soft spot for British Rail? 

Does "London Transport" give us the same sense of home as the 
bus with GENERAL or THOMAS TILLING on the side , or the tram 
wi th L . C .C . in large letters (plus the name of the manager , Aubrey 
Llewellyn Coventry Fell)? 

Would you feel for the modern Civic Hall the .satne glow as when 
you saw EMPIRE or HIPPODROME picked out in lights? And is an 
ev-ening in studio Four or Screen Three as entrancing as one in the 
Kinema , the Scala, the Plaza , Golden Domes, or lots of others? 

If you are a Skinner or a Mellish you may think 13ometimes of 
Wild Woodbines , Crave:n A, Black Cat , or even the common or garden 
Gold Flake at twenty for a bob . And , as you queue at the till in the 
elaborate supermarket, do you ever remember the Maypole or the Home 
& Colonial? 

Not so long ago ? in the pleasant TV series "It's a Knockout" , 
Aldershot was one of the competing teams . Everybody in the English ­
speaking world has heard of Alde.rshot - but the team appeared in the 
program m e as Rushmoor , a name which doesn't mean much even to those 
living in the immediate district. And Middlesex, who won a cricket 
county championship under the good old name, doesn't e:ven exist , due to 
the activities of bureaucrats. 

I suppose it makes sense to those now growing u;p. It doesn't 
make sense to me . 

PROGRESSt 

Have you come across any of those fearfully heavy doors to shops 
or public libraries and the like ? Old dears (and plenty younger dears , 
too) , with a bag of shopping in one hand , find the other hand inadequate 
to open them . The door that needs a tractor to pull it out of your way. 

Have you come acr oss the glass windows or doors which are 



Pag e 6 

invisible t ill you smas h your nose on one as you go forward ? I saw a 
shop in Readi ng recentl y which bore t he warning "Go carefully. Thi s 
glass is c loser th an you think~" 

Ha ve you cmne on the big book and stationery shops where it 
seems tb ey se ll everything in tha t line , but you can't find anyone tot.e ll 
you whe ther tbey have a copy of "Enqui re With in" in stock? 

In Farnborough one Saturd ay I asked a middle - aged gentleman 
whether the re waLs a branch of W .H . S:mith in the town . 

"No , we ha ven 't a W .H. Smith in Fa rnboroug h , " he told me . He 
added : 11We've got a prison ; though ~" When I look ed surprised , he went 

on: "This is IT 1
: " 

IT was tlhe new , cove red - in, shopping centre . 
I hea r that a 25p postal - order now costs an ext ra 20p for the 

priv ilege of buyiing i t. That is , nine bob for a five bob postal - or der . If 
tha t 's n ot legalised ro bber y , I don't know what i s . Tha t's pr og-ress . 

And , still progressi ve , it now costs more in postage to send this 
m agazine to some pa rt s of the world by air mail than the pr ice of C .D . 
i tself * That ' s p1:-ogre ss . 

When Britain le d the world in the man ufacture of m otor - bikes , 
there was a law as to how mu ch noise the y could legall y make , Some ~ 
thing to do with the number of decibels we could stand assaulting our ear ­
drums. Now thmt the Japanese have taken over , the machines make a 
colossa l din , unheard of in our younge r days - and autho rity turns a deaf 
ear. That's pr ogress~ 

If y ou have cOine across any sim ila r examples of progress in the 
beautiful eig hti es , drop us a line and te ll us . Maybe I'll tnake a list of 
them , and add some more of my own. 

CHILDHOOD LASTED LONGER t 

Tbe Dail y Mail columnist , Lynda Lee - Potter , recently wrote in a 
thought - provoking artic le: 

"We've lost so much tha t was sensible, such a lot that was usefu l 
and too much thatt was pleasurable . . .. . 

"Oh , for the return of Gir l s Cry stal, in which nub ile 14-year 
olds yearned only to play the game, kee p a stiff upper lip , not let down 
the side , and mmke the second ele ven on Saturda y afterno on, not the 
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butche r' s boy in the ev ening . Angel a Bra zil and Dorita Fai r li e Bruce 
were our gods , childhood lasted longe r , and anybody ur1der 17 who wor e 
scent. was sopp y . " 

Yes , indeed - chil dhood la sted longer . Thank goodness . 

TAILPIECE 

I men t ione d las t m onth tha t Gor don is an unc ommon nam e these 
days 1 and tr ied to br ing to mind one amo ng our reade rs, since dea r 
Gordon Swan le ft us. Our re ade r , Mr . Ha rri son , of BJl'istol , is a 
Gordon . 

I remember , as a youngster , walk ing along a long road in Elt ham , 
and seeing a brass plate on a door - Dr . Gor don Latimer . I though t -
"Wha t a lovely name th at would be fo r a Headmaster in a sch ool story ~ 11 

Many of us , as children , though t we could wri te school sto r ies 
like Fr ank Richards . I went straight home and wrote a school story , 
with a Dr . Gor don Latim er as the He admaster . The s tory, of course, 
was awful . I wonder whether there are any descendan ts of Dr . Lat imer 
in Eltham today. 

THE EDITOR . 

* ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SALE: C . D. 41 - 118 , CJL 1951 , SPC 1961 / 5 , 1973 : offers . WANTEC~ C . D. 119 - 350 , 

CDA 1955 , 1960 / 1, a nythin g relating to Sherlock Holmes; please state pric es re quired . 

48 SHALMARSH, BEBINGT ON, WIRRA L, L63 2JZ 

• * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
British comics , a nnuals and boys' story papers bought for cash. To p prices paid for good quality 

mat eri al. Send 35p for a copy of my informative sales lists. I am now opening up my sales 
lists so that coll ectors ca n contribute a..ticles a nd excha nge information , 

A, CADWALLENDER, 63 GREEN STREET , MIDDLETON , MANCHESTER 

Tel. 061 653 9885 

* * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: Thriller Picture Libraries , Greyfriars Holiday Annuals (origin :als) , 1941 , 1920 . 

Magnet s, red series , 1 to 396; bl ue and white series , 397 to 769 . Mom:ters , Elsie Oxenh am 
books , Crompton's "Willi am The lawless". 

JAMES GALL, 49 ANDERSON AVE. , ABERDEEN. Tel. 02:24 491716 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
APRIL 1931 

It is now possible to send lette r s and all sorts of m ail t o 
Australia by air . AIR MAIL comme nced on 4th Apr il , when the plane 
carry ing letters for Australia left Croydon Airpo r t for the first time . 
It will make a gr1eat differenc e to the time a lette r takes to get there . 
By ai r will ta ke twenty days , as against the thirty - four days whic h i t take s 
a letter or a parcel to go by sea. The ai r mail stamp is a few coppers 
more , but it's wor th it . 

The Mode:rn Boy is not all that hot at prese nt , though it ha s som e 
interesting pictmces and articles . The stories now are a se.cie s about 
big game hunte rs in Africa by F . A . M . Webs ter ; a western se ries 
about a Boy Sheri ff by John Hunter ; and the air seria l "The Am ir's 
Ruby" by Pe r cy :F. Westerma n . 

In the Boy s' Friend 4d Library there is another Rio Kid story . 
No. 283 is "The Ri o Kid 's Reveng e" in which a black outla w. known as 
Black George , is responsibl e for man y holdups and robberies . At the 
end, the Kid exposes "Black George" as a ra ncher 1 Poinde xte r . This 
sto ry was a seri•~s in the dear old Popular not so long ago . 

Tlie King of Spain , King Alfonso , has been in London on an 
official visit , and he received a warm welcome from the London crowds . 
My brother Doug keeps singing the song which goes: 

"Oh, the ladies do go on so , 
In the land of King Alfonso . " 

The London Coliseum , that huge variety theatre nea r Trafalga r 
Square ., has ceased presenting Variety , and is now staging a ve r y big 
musical production entitled "White Horse Inn". It stars Clifford 
Mollison and Rita Page . I would like to see it. 

Another new pla y in London , at one of the smaller theatres, is 
"Black Coffee ", by the lady thriller writer, Agatha Chris tie. F . L . 
Sullivan stars in It . There are now nearl y fifty theatres in London . 

The Nelson Lee Lib ra r y started the month with ' 'The Peril of the 
Moor" , which tellls of an Apr il 1s t joke which went wrong at Edg emore 
Castle , and contilnues the st ory of Viscount Skeets Bellton . The second 
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yarn of the month is "St . F r ank 's by t.be Br iny" , a stor y of tbe East er 
Holi days . 

Then the doubl e - le ngt h ta le s of St . P rank 's st a rted, and Edwy 
Searl es Brooks is back with hi s own co lum n ca lled "Between Ourselves " . 
The first long tale , in a new travel series , i s "By Subma r ine to the P ole 11

• 

Lord Dorri m ore is de te.rmin ed t.o be the first to rea ch foe Nort h Pole by 
submari ne. The submarine doe sn 't reach the Pole 1 as the chums find 
the m selves in Northe str ia in the Pol ar Regions . And in Nort hestr ia 
everyt hi ng is back in the Middle Ages . The St. Frank's boys have bee n 
there before in an earlier serie s . 

Mr . Brooks is asking his re-ade rs to send him their photo graphs 
which he will publi s h on his chat page, so I'm go ing to se nd him min e . 
When I told Doug he laughed fit to bust. 

At the pictures this mon th we have seen Ruth Chatte rto n in 
"Sarah & Son" (I like Ruth Chatterton's films very-much ); Wal ter Pidge on 
in "Lady of the Rose"; Warner Bax ter and Myrna Loy iln "Renegades"; 
Le slie Fu ller in a rather awful British film "Kiss Me, Sergeant"; 
George 0' Brien in "Last of the Douanes"; Lupino Lane in "The Yellow 
Mask" which is a musical thriller written by Edgar Waillace; Mar ion 
Davi es in "The Gay Nineties"; Conrad Nagel and Char les Bickford in 
"Dynamite" , a long two- hou r fi lm and very exciting: Richard Barthelmess 
in "The Dawn Patrol" which I saw before at the Tivoli in the strand in 
London (it is a magnifi ce nt picture); and Ann Harding amd Mary Astor in 
"Holiday'' . In t hat progTamme there was a Laurel and Hard y gorgeous 
com edy "Aerial Antics" . 

Frederic March was in "Sarah & Son" with Ruth Chatterton, and 
I like him ve ry much, too . 

Rum bag of tricks in the Gem . In "Who Sacked Selby?" it is 
Cardew wbo put a sack over Mr . Selby. Cardew is up before the Head , 
but Tompkins comes forward and tells lies, saying he saw somebod y els e, 
whom he didn 't r ecognize , doing the sacking . Bllt Cardew had done a 
brave deed on the ramparts of the Abbey , so everybody sa id Tompkins 
did righ t in telling Ues to save him . A Rookwood story is "Fed - Up With 
Rookwood" with more about Monty Mand ers. 

Next week, "Down on Grundy's Farm'', wi th Grundy the owner of 
a farm and working on the land . "Expelled - By Request" is the Rookwood 
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tale , with Monty Mande r s departin g . 
Then " F a.Lt)' Wyn ' s Legacy" . which is an old haunted m ansion 

nam ed Marlo w Girange . "Chums Div ided" is the Rookwood sto ry , in 
which J imm y S.ilver leaves an unfini shed le tter with the words "I 
wouldn't wan t Lc,vell -- " (in connec t ion with an outing ). And Lovell is 
offende d . Act uall y James had writ ten "I wouldn ' t wan t Lovell to be le ft 

behind . " 
Fi n al of t:he mon th is the s ta r t of a se ri es , it seems . In "Lin ton 

is Revol t '\ Mr . Linton is sacked for st ealing the school funds . Wow~ 
The Rookwood ta le is "Tubb y Muffin's Windfal l" in which Muffin finds a 
brass lizard which be sells for sixpe nce . This one also goes on in a 
se ries . 

"Au tumn Crocus" is ano ther ~1ew play which has opened in London , 
at the Lyric Theatre . It is by C . L . Anthony . who is a woman. It i s her 
firs t pla y, and the y say she has a big future to look forward to. 

William Herbe r t Wallace has been tried for the murd er of bis 
wife , Julia. He was found guilt y .and sentenced. There is to be an appea L 

Two wonderful stories in the Schoolbo ys' Own Lib r ary this month . 
"The Nabob ' s Peril" abou t the Greyfriars chums in India , and "sTimm y 
Silbe r & Co . Out West" , about the Rookwood chums out on the Windy 
River Ranch in Canada . The r anch belongs to Silver ' s unc le , Mr . Hudson 
Smedle y . Very different from the lukewarm new Rookwood tale s in the 
Gem now .. 

Another marv ellous month in the Magnet . All the stories cover a 
holiday at Wharton Lodge over Easter . The first two tales are "The 
Man from the States" and "The Mystery of the Mill". They start at 
Greyfriars where we meet a rascally share - pusher named Poindexter, 
who has swindled Mr . Prout . He is being hunted by a man he has 
defrauded, named Wilmot . The whole th ing comes to a head in the old 
mi ll at Wimford ,. where Poindexter is hiding. 

Next , "Coker's Holiday Capture". The Famous Five are being 
bullied by Coker who is on holida y near Wharton Lodge. Help comes 
from an older boy named Dick Lancaster , and he is taken home to mee t 
Wharton ' s uncle a t the Lodge. But Lancaster is r eall y a cracksman 
nic knamed "The Wizard" and he is in league with the Wease l. Wharto n 
Lodge is bur gled!, and Coke r belie ve s tha t the crhninal is Lancas te r , 
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who is staying at 11Tbe Bunch of Gr apes" in Wimford . .Final of the m onth 
is "Coker ' s De sperate Venture" in which Coker is still trying to pro ve 
that Lancaster is a criminal. However, Lan caster saves Coker fr om 
drowning , and , after that Lancast er is a "splendid fellow" so far as 
Coker is concerned. And at the end , Lancaste r turns up as a new senior 
in the Sixth Form at Greyfriars. 

The series about Lancaster continues next month. It's grand . 

( !iDITORlAL COMMENT : The famous India series delighted Magnet readers fo r ele v en weeks 

i n the summer of 1926 , Inexplicably, the first four sto ries of the series were om itte d in the 

S, O. L,, whe r e t he seri es was presented over two months . The first one " 1n April 1931 , "T he 

Nabob 1s Peril" c omprised three tales originall y entitled "On Perilous Seas" 1 Hany Wharton C 

Co . in India , and "Bound fo:r Bhanipur" , 

ln 1923 , the Fistical Four of Rookwood spent th e best pa:rt of the year in Canada , and 

it is possible t hat it may have been intended to be a perma,n ent setting for the c hums, The 
entire story was covered in four S. O. L's, the first being No . 146 , "Jimmy Silver G Co , Out 

West" which included the opening six stories of th e long series from the Boys' Frie nd. "The 

Rio Kid's Revenge" was reprinted a second time in the B.F . L,, under tbte same title 1 a few 

years late r. ) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: "BOY'S CINEMAfl. Any issues (approx , in the 20 1s) with chapters of Warner Bros. 

first serial (19 21) "THE LOST CITY". Good condition , Please send prices first. Fift een 
Chapters . Will take singles . 

HOWE KEYSTONE CINHv1A1 BOX 2 , P.O. ALBERTON 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5014 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Howard Baker facsimiles for sale. Gem, Vols . 2 and 7; Magnet , Vols . 40 a nd 57; all 

excellent condition , £3. 25 eacb. Greyfriars Book Club , Vol , 10 - the !first ten "Bullseye" , 
absolutely MINT in slip case, £7. 75. Golden Fun Magazine devoted t,o Comics Nos. 1 to 10 
(all bar current issue). Mint co ndition . COMPLETE RUN, £3. All post extra. 

WANTED ; G. B. C . Vol. 15 and 18 . Also story by DESMOND COKE - "The Bending of a 
Twig". Please Ting to 1·eserve. 

(Evenings) 01 979 4141 

JOHN GEAL, 11 COTSWOLD ROAD, HAMPTON, MIDDX. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED : School Friend, Schoolgirl, Girls' Crystal , Schoolgirls' Own, Schoolgirls ' Own 
Library, and other girls' papers (not comics) and annuals . 

A. T , LINES, 14 WALTON ORNE, KEYWOR1H , NOTTS . 
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BLAKIANA 
Conduc te d by JOSIE PACKIVlAN 

I am v ery ple ;a.sed wi th the response to my pl ea for arti c les a nd I thank you a ll very 

mu c h , I ha v e eno ugh fo r the nex t four months , but that does not mea n a ny one can sit ba ck 

and fo rg et about writi.ng somet hing . I-Ia Ha . I Just hope you will enjoy tbis month' s Blakiana . 

THREE NEAR :ESCAPES F OR SEXTON BLAKE by Ra y Hopkins 

The unpleasan t Mrs . Case ment reports the thef t of be r diam onds 
from her Hote l Olympa suite . In response to her ungracious req ues t , 
Sext on Bl ake has three near e scape s . He slides rapidly down a hastil y 
imp rov ised rope of knot ted bed- sheets . He reac hes and r e tains a foothold 
on a window sil l beneat h jus t as the sheets , cut from abo ve , topple past 
him and fall to the ground far below . 

"From a narrow verandah ab ove th e street, Blake watc hes his 
quar ry through a chink in the curta in. A pa ss ing motor- bike ba ckfires 
l oudl y and the man in side the room je rks hi s head towa't'd the parted 
curtain . He see:s Blak e's watching eye and fires . Later, Sexto n Blake 
r egains consciousness , aft er recei ving a bl ow on the bac k of hi s head , to 
find himself tied to a grand pian o leg . Both his wrists and an kles are 
tig htly secured . His sense of sme ll tell s him th at the carpet is soaked 
in paraffin . An iinch - long piece of candle burns in the centre of an oil ­
soaked ha ndkerch ief . 

Blake discovers the addres s of the thief is an accommodati on 
address and the crook never calls for his ma il until the proprietress 
info rms hi m . So how does be know when to make a pickup ? Ten pounds 
loosens her tongue . She releases one of a numbe r of pigeons he has left 
for the purpose~ The detecti ve follows the pigeon in a p lane . But the 
missing diamonds are fakes , Mrs . Casement having hidden the real ones 
in order to obta in a windfall from her insuran ce compan y . Ir onicall y; 
her r eal diamonds rea ll y are stolen from her solici to r 's safe where she 
had hidden them . 

Finall y, some pu zzli ng aspects of the case are cleared up when 
Sexton Blake confronts the crook . He had had the ri ght man but had been 
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looking for the wr ong nam e. F . C. Alder ton, an Aust ralian , was due t:o 
come in to a for tune on hi s 30th birt hda y . His br ain had been affected by 
a ca r smash and his val et bad taken ove r the role of the! mas ter , 
subjugating the Aus tr alian . Blake is ins trumental in geitti ng Alder ton ' s 
memo ry bac k in working order . The final denoumen t i:s the reason for 
Gilber t Che s te r 's stor y being enti tled, "Stolen Ident ity ' ' . All the fac ts 
and aU the excitemen t recounted above can be found in UNION JACK 
1527 , 21 Januar y, 1933 . 

THE LIFE AND DEATH OF CONVICT 1843 by William Liste r 

"I shall be released fr om he r e on the 23rd of March" . Convict 
1843 repea te d this pr ophe cy on se veral occasions. Wa r ders , along with 
the pr is on Governor, we r e content to let him r amble , the y knew better. 

On the 23rd of March after sixteen yea r s of ser 11ing a life 
sen tence the Home Secretar y released Convict 1843 . On that very day 
Paul Cynos stood at the door of his cell his bag packed even before the 
War der came to tell him. How did Paul Cynos know tb:at the Home 
Secre tary intended to free him from his life sentence before the Governor 
of the Prison himself knew? 

"The Seven Sons of Cynos", Union Jack No. 128,9, 30 June , 1928 , 
reveals the answer t,o these questions, sufficient for our purpose is the 
fact that this is our introduction to the amazing Convict . 1843 . 

Now when I saw the Life and Death of Convict N,o. 1843, I don't 
propose to give you the date of his birth or any such mundane details . 
The fact i s I don't think I can , the narrator of this and the following six 
tales covers at the most his entrance on the stage (already related) and 
later records bis death. For the most part , readers of fiction will know 
that there is no such thing as the date of birth of their favourite character. 
Not even the Mastermind TV programme could come up with answers to 
these questions . What was the date of birth of Sexton Blake , Dr. Fu 
Manchu - Billy Bunter - Nelson Lee or Sherlock Holmes? U you want 
early information you have to ferret. This Paul Cynos , Robert Murray's 
title "The Seven Sons of Paul Cynos" pre-supposes that: this chappie bas 
had a little fam ily life , or more than a little. The fact that he and his 
wife reared these seven little boys was no mean feat. Picture if you can 
our Paul coming home from work or making his way to the football match 
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with hi s li ttle brood behind him , a right family man was P aul when -
wham ~ Fa lsel y accused - thrust into prison for s ixteen years, no longer 
Paul Cynos , but Conv ict 1843 until that day al r eady mentioned when he 
stepped out of those pr ison door s . Back to his home no longer interested 
in an yth ing but in nRev-e nge 11

• It is this revenge that beings him into 
confl ict with Sexton Blake (along with hi s se ven sons) , of which I lea ve 
the telling to Robert Murray in se ve n complete Union Jack tales , br id ging 
fr om June 1928 t:o November 1929 , embrac ing 11The Seve n Sons of Cynos" , 
U.J . 1289 , 11A Million in Gold", U .J . 1927 , "Th e Myster y of the Black 
Van" , U . J . 1312:, "Ar e you Pau l Cynos? " , U .J . 1327 , "I Defy~" , U .J. 
1338 , "Kin g' s .E-.:1idence ' 1

, U ,J . 1350 and finally 11Retribution" , U .J. 
1359 , when the curtain fa lls on poor Cynos . 

The title "Are you Pa ul Cynos ? n bri ngs to m ind the days whe n 
leading newspapers had thou sands of Black pool holiday -makers walking 
around asking "Are you Lobby Ludd '?" and waving thei r favourite 
newspaper befor ,e yo ur eyes , conti nuing "I claim the £5 rewar d" . I ·was 
mistak en fo 'r Lobb y Ludd on more than one occasion . but the n you went 
around asldng eve rybod y in case you missed him. 

If you con tact Josie Packm an of the Sexton Blake Lending Lib r ary 
you will be able to fill in the life of our convict , it remains for me to 
quote Robe rt Murra y's accoun t of our convict' s demis e . ' The swift 
waters had swa11lowed up P aul Cynos and the crump led remains of the 
car " Alread y a gan g of men with ropes and grappling hooks were bus y 
dragg ing the bed of the s tream -· not till two days lat er did they find what 
they sought . "A te r rible end" said Tinker, "but the bes t thing that could 
have happened to him . "' 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SALE: Publi c School stories , hardbacks , £2 each , H. Baket' Magnets, £.4. SO each . Five 

Bunter , P. B1s, f.1. E:unte r haTdbacks, £3 , SO. Chums Volu.mes , Girls' School Stori es, 

hardbacks , f.1. 50 each . 

J,AMES GALL, 49 ANDERSO N AVENUE, ABERDEEN 

Tel . 02 24 4917 16 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * FOR SALE: Sexton Blake Nos . 351 , 168, 176 , 196 , f.2 each. 
JOHN GODDARD, 44 BAKER ST., POT T ERS BAR1 HERT S. 1 EN6 2EB 

POTTERS BAR S9555 
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Nelson Lee Column 
HOW IT ALL BEGAN by R. J , Gods ave 

It was a visit by Sir Rupe rt Mande.rly Bart. , who called upon 
Nelson Lee at his rooms in Gray's Inn Road in July 191 7 for the purpose 
of aski ng Lee to invest iga te the disappea r ance of a Mr . Thorne who was 
Housema ster of St . Francis' College, a big public school in the south of 
England . Sir Rupert, who was Chairman of the Board of Governors of 
the college , had known Ne lson Lee for sorrie y ears . Du1r ing the 
con ve rsation that followed be was informed by Lee that both be and 
Nipper were 'marked down ' by a Chinese secret societ y the Fu - Chang ­
Tong for immediate death as both had fallen ioul oi the Tong during past 
investiga t ions o If, however, they could adopt new identities . and live 
for six months in a totally different sphere of life , they would be safe 
fro m attack. It was Nipper who thoug ht of the idea that if Nelson Lee 
was to become Housemas ter while investigating the affair of Mr. Thorne 1 s 
disappearance and Nipper become a lower school scholar for the six 
months then it would be possible for both of them to surviv.e the threat of 
the Tong . 

With the agreement of Sir Rupert , after some pressure had been 
put on him , with only the Headmaster being aware of thie true identit y of 
the new Housemaste r - Mr. Alvingt on and the new junior - Richard Basil 
Her bert Bennett. The arri val of Mr. Alvington and Bennett was 
recorded by Nipper in No . 112 o. s . of the Nelson Lee Li brary. It was 
in the summer of 1918 that during Captain Burton's summer holiday tr ip 
in Lord Dorriemore' s yacht that the true identity of Mr. Alvington and 
Dick Bennett was revealed by Lord Dorriemore in a moment of forget ­
fulness to the other St. Frank's guests. Now that the d,eath threat was 
no longer held over their heads, there was no reason as to why they 
should not take up the profession of detective and assist:ant and operate 
from Gray's Inn Roadt London . 

Nipper had always been aware of the possibility of a return to 
Gray's Inn Road, as he had frequently told hi s chums that such a 
decision was up to the gov'nor . No. 166 , o. s. 'By Gen,~ral Request' 
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gave the answer to Nipper ' s fears . Such was the feeling of the whole 
school when Nelson Lee infonned them of his leav ing the schoo l to take 
up detective work , tha t a petition was presented to him asking him not to 
le ave . bui- conti nue to be the Housemaster of the Anci ent House . Such 
was the popularity of NeJson Lee that the petitio n was more of a request 
for him to st ay at St. F rank's . Never had Lee thought tha t suc h a thing 
coul d happe n, arnd the petition affect ed him much more than he t hought 
po s sible . He had made many friends in the locali ty suc h as Dr . Brett 
and the Revere nd Goodchild and Nipper had made his mark in the Junio r 
sc hool that he · s c,on decided that such were the ties of the sc hool and 
sur r ounding dis trict that he could not retur n to his old ro oms in Graya 
Inn Road , At the same time it was found tha t there was plenty of 
detec tive work to be done in the vicinity of St , F r ank 's Actually No . 166 
o. s. was the first of a short ser ies o[ four Lee s in whic h Lee f0tmd 
himself in a i:ussJe with the Circ le of Te rror who were operati ng in the 
neighbourhood . 

THE BLUE CRUSADERS Bill Timrb on writes ! 

I wa s interest ,ed to see from the foo tnote to "Da nny 's Diary" th a t Br-ooks wrote stories 

of "T he Blue Crusade 1'S11• I think the original Blue Crusa de rs beg an before the 191 4- 18 War. 

[ r emembeT a serial called "Blake of the Blue Crus aders" in the Beys ' Realm when this restarte d 

af ter the Great War , l think the original stories were by A . S. Hardy . 

11A SPOT OF MIL ITARISM" by Charles Churchill 

In JanuaTy and Februar y 1919, E . S. Brooks came up with one of 
his ace series oJf stories . I am referring to the Colone l Clinton tales in 
Nelson Lee old "small" series , Nos. 18 7 / 194 . 

Mr. Stockdale , the Housemaster of the College House , having to 
be away ill for the new year term, the school governors were inveigled 
into appointing a Colonel Howard Clin ton , DSO. , in his place . The 
Colonel bad an envia ble record in the war (1914/ 1918 one of course) for 
bravery and leadership . 

He turned out to be absolutely hopeless as a Housema ster, 
however , still living as it were in the army . He attempted to in tr oduce 
extreme military discipline amongst the boys and even engaged one, 
Sergeant Donnelll , t o help him in this respect . The latter soon proved 
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himself to be a rea l bully and eventually was given his marching or de .rs 
by the He ad . This caused a te rrific row between the Col onel and Dr . 
Stafford with the honours e"en but the 1as t s traw was reHc hed when the 
Colonel mad e the boys don a ridiculous uniform to go on a m arc h tht ·ough 
the v illage . At the las t minut e the Head appeared and pu t a sto p r.o the 
proceedings. Anothe r r ow developed and the Hea d even tually dismi .ssed 
the Colonel. 

In reve nge , the Colonel ha tched a plot to disgrace the Head by 
arran ging for himself to be murd ered and the Hea d to bei accused of the 
cr ime . Nelso n Lee being on the s cene meant. , of course , that the scheme 
came unstuck , and Dr . St afford vindicated . I will not giive away the 
whol e plot in case anyone would like to borrow the series from Bob 
Blyt he ' s Ne ls on Lee Library. To anyone not yet ha ving read the serie s I 
would suggest the y do s o as l can thoroughly re comm end it as being one 
of the most unusua l plots to appea r in a stor y paper for boys. I know one 
can say this ad .infinit um about Mr . Bro oks stories in the Lee , but this 
particu lar series is re all y something . 

Thinkin g about Co lonel Clinton and Se rgeant Donnell . I can rec all 
comi ng across one or two people just like them during my ca reer in the 
army in the war' . ~ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *** ** ** * * * *' 
DO YOU REMEMBER ? by Hoge r M. Jenkins 

No. 169 - Schoolbo ys ' Own Librar y No . 338 - "The Price of Loyalty " 

The later SOL reprints of St . Jim's stories often contained one 
or two single stories from the Gem as well as a series . The placing of 
these single stories varied: sometimes one would come at the beginning 
and the series would follo w, whereas in other cases the reve rse process 
was followed, as with "The Price of Loyalty" . 

This series (which came from the Gem of 1927) was one of the la st 
to feat ure Study No. 9 whose ill - asso r ted trio were one ,of Cha r les 
Hamil ton 's most st r iking creations - tbe whimsical , re ckless , sometimes 
unscrupu lous Card ew, the coo l - headed , shrewd Lev is on , and the lo yal, 
unima gi nati ve Clive. Cardew had encountered Ticke y Tapp, who had 
returned t o the neighbourhood , and he had been unwise enough to give 



Page 18 

him an IO U for £20 to cover los ses at poker. When the stor y began , 
Cardew had alrea dy pawned his watc h and diamond pin in order to r aise 
the money, but he later found to his disma y that Tic ke y Tapp was not 
going to be conte nt wi th £20 and was suggesti ng £100 , to be paid by eas y 
instalmen ts . L(:wison in tervened on his own initiat ive without telling 
Car dew and , alt hough he was successful , he was ca ught coming back to 
St . J im 's and se:ntenced to be expelled . 

The seri ,es provided a fascinating dis play of Fra nk Leviso n' s 
unreaso ning faith and Clive's equally blin d conviction tha t Ernest 
Le vison was innocent , as opposed to Cardew' s cynical ac ce ptance of 
Levi son' s appa r ,en t guilt and hypocr is y . It also showed how Card ew, 
having been pro v ided with the necessary cl ues. was quic k-witted eno ugh 
to fit the pieces of the jig- ·saw t ogether . It is sad to reflect tha t this was 
a lmost the swan - song of Study No. 9 at St . Jim' s . 

Th e single story was an amus ing tale in a completely different 
style , one of the: th1·ee Gems that Charles Hamil ton wrote in 19 30. 
Al though Grundy wa s never a favourite charac ter . t hi s part icula r tal e 
was w r itten in a vein of high ccunedy , the choicest episode bei ng when he 
decided to play t ricks in Mr. Linton's stud y. Dr . Holme s came to 
discuss Eu rip ides and sat in a pool of glue , and the Income Tax Inspec tor 
was astonished when Mr . Linton, who had dela yed paying hi s tax , found 
himself unable t,o open his desk - dra wer to get out his cheque book , not 
realising that Grundy had sc r ewed it up . Gussy went to sympa thi se with 
Grund y af ter he had been flogged , and told him that allowances should 
have been made for the fact that he was prac ticall y an idiot . All in all, 
SOL No. 338 provides a taste of wha t might have been had not Charles 
Hamilton to all intents and purposes given up writing for the Gem after 
1927. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SBL third ser ies , fin,e condition, only two or three issues missing . Please write with offe r . 

Also C. D. 1968 to p1resent, al most complete run. 

15 OAKLEIGH COURT , CHURC H HILL ROAD 

EAST BARNET , HER TS. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WA NTED: SBL 411 (1958), Baker Street Gazette (Maclean's) . 48 SHALMARSH, 
BEBINGTON, WIRRALL. 
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Back to Spac ious Edwar dian Da ys with Our Clas s ic Serial. 

THE REFORMATION OF MARMAD tnKE 

!\.1armaduke Smythe was down th e 

next day as usual , littl e th e wo1"Se fol' bi s 

perilous a:1ve ntu re in th e deep and i cy 

wat ers of th e RhyL But t he most ca: ;ual 

obset'Ver could have s een that there wa s a 

c hiu ig e in t he "b ounde r" . 

Marmaduke s::iw thin g_s in a truer 

lig ht at la.st . He had , when he first cam e 

to St . Jim 's, gc ted Y ety badly t owPrds 

Blah , and Blake , pitying hi s fo lly , had 

tr eated him patiently . Now Blake had 

ri s.ked his lif e , fo r th es.1.ke of th e boy who 

hd.d nev er had a kind thought of hun . And 

the t r uth was borne m upon the rnind of 

Marmad uk e that he was fortun a te i n havi ng 

a n opportunity of turning over a ne w leaf . 

Fi ggins & Co , were mainl y 
eng1-ossed by th e c om ing c onc ert, Not th e 

slig htest susp ic ion d id Figgins ha ve t hat 
Blake ha d l earn ed what wa s coming. 

Mr, Kidd 113.d obtained the Head's 

permission for the let:ture -ha l1 to be used 

as a c on c ert - Norn fo r the School House 

musicians, but that was not mentioned to 

the New Hous e . Fig gins thought that things 

were going on swimmingly; and so did 

Bla.ke. Frequent rehearsals . were held in 

Study No. 6 over in the School House . 

Th e time at Blake's disposal was 

short, but he was the boy to make the most 

of it. He made his comrades work hard. 
Herdes was driven through "D own Among 
the Dead Men'; again an d again , till, as 

Dig said, it was enough to make the dead 

men turn in their graves. Digby practised 

his flute till his comrades fled from the 

sound of it . Blake cake-walked all ovel' 

the Sc hool House , an1d, fo rgetting himself 

on on e oc casion , cak e- walked when :Mr. 

IAthom ca lled him o ut before the c lass , 

a nd was giv en l ines bty t he astounded mast et< 

The sket c h , uewly chri ste n ed "N ew 

House Funni osities 1' , was m a pped out by 

Blak e, an d the cl:mm:s filled it t n with a 

great d ea l of car e . l[t was a caric(ltur-e of 

a lleged New House n1an ne 1's a nd c ustoms , 

:m d 1t was certain to go down well with the 

Sc hool House portion of the audien c e. 

D'A rcy seeme d ra ther hopeless a.t 

I.il'St wi th bis song , £err he insisted 011 lisping 

a 11 through it , but Bl1ake fin ally said it 

would make it all th(? funnie r . 

Th en th ere w:a.s the scene from 

Sha kespe ar e. The chu.m s soon had most of 

it by heart , and delivered their line s in a 

Ct'editable -p1anner. 

Th e m a rch foom "Lohengrin" came 

fr om Blake ' s mouth-organ a s well as if 
Ric hard Wagn er had ,~om posed it fo r that 

instrument , Mellish an d Walsh came out 

strong as Jack Point and Elsie Maynard in 

the duet from Su1livav 1 Melli.sh m aking up 

as a. quite cha rming girl , A HebFew dealel' 

in Rylcombe supplied the costume . 

All was in full swing by Tu esday 

evening . 

' 1W e 've got to give a decent 
entertainment, or the grin will be against 

us , 11 said Blake. 

"It will beat what those New House 

wasters would have giiven , anyway,'' said 

Dig . "If you like, I'll give another solo 

on my flute, instead of that mouth-organ 

business . That 's xather rotten." 
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Whereupon Blak e offered him a. 

thi ck ear, if he wanted one . 

Duri ng Fri da y Blake took a ll of th e 

N ew House j un iors into the secr et, Mean ­

while , the pro gra mm e , b.ised oD that issue d 

by Figg ins , w3s drawn up , a nd a great 

number turned off on Dig' s c opying press . 

On Fr iday ev ,enin g a ll was ready . 

Figgins , a ll the time , was going OD 

in the even tenor of ibis way in blissfu l 

un c onsciousness, He had fixed a final 

r eheaTSal for Fl'iday evening , a nd when the 

Co . went to the study in the N ew House for 

prep , they decided to go through rheir 

pr ogramme instead of pre paring for the 

moTrOw 1s le sso ns. 

"W e 'v e got to have it aU perfect 

by tomorrow night , kid s , " sa id Figgi ns, 

"W on 't Bia ke be ready to tear his bait 

when he sees the programme? " 

"They've be ,m very qui et in the 

School House lately , " r em ark ed Kerr . 

Kerr was a canny Sc ot , and given to being 

ra the r suspic ious of Bla ke . "I won der if 

they've been getting u p t o a nything." 

" Let 'em ! Vfhatever they do , this 

c once rt will knock ' ,em," sa id Figgins 

co mpla ce ntly . "Blake will be ready to 

kick h imse lf for not thinkin g o f it fi rst." 

"Th ey may try to bust it up by 

m akin g a row ," Pratt r ema rked. 

Figgins laughed. 

"I'v e taken ca re of tha t. I've got 

Mr. Ra t c liff 's prom ise to attend, and they 

won't dare to be obs1treperous in the pres enc e 

of the housemaster." 

"Go od old Figgy ! We'v e done th em 

t his t ime , done them br own!'' 

There was a tap on the door. 

"Ha llo ! " call ed out F iggins . 

"C ome i n! 11 

Ja c k Bla ke walked in to the stud y . 

Figgins ha d not expected th at , 

KetT wa s i n h is femin ine gar b for th e 

Sulli va n duet , a nd Wy nn had his COl'net on 

his l<nees . Th e Dt<-amatfc Soci ety wa s 

c aught i n t he :ict , as it were , Figg ins 

J ump ed up hastily . 

''Hallo ! What do you com e 

stalking in here like that for ?" he 

excl ai m ed a ng r ily. "Why can't you kee p 

on your own side?" 

"Don' t be rude ! 11 said Blake , 

" I've c ome over in th e friendliest spirit in 

the world to do you a good turn , " 

He looke d round him with a grin . 

Wynn had c a l'el essl y put his comet behi nd 

a c hair , and Kerr was look ing v ery she e pish 

in his strange at t ir e , 

"Hallo! What's th e little gam e 

Ken-?" 

"Mi nd your own b usiness , " snapp ed 

Kerr . 

"What do you want here ?" growled 

Figgins. 

"I've co me to give y ou an 

invitation . " 

Figgins fac e rel ax ed somewhat . 

' ' Is it a feed? 11 

"Sit down, Blake , ol d chap , " sa id 

Fatty Wynn, w ith s udd e n poli teness . 

"Thank s; but I' m not going to 

stay a moment. I've got to get back , as 

I'm stag e- manager , 11 

"You're what ?" 

"Stage - manager , 11 said Blake, wit h 

a sweet smile, "It isn 't a feed , it's a 

concert. 11 

"A what ?" howled Figgins & Co. 

"W e're g iving a conc ert , " sai d 

Blake ca lmly . "Th e Head has let us ha v e 

t he lectur e- hall for the evening to giv e it 
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"What con c ert? Which evening ?" 

"T his evening , 11 a nswe r ed Blake . 

"We want a ll you fe ll ows to c ome . We 

invi te the wh ole of th e New House, e.n 

m asse . T he School House will a ll be th er e. 

M'I'. Kidd has promised t o atte nd, a nd I 

hope the Head may look iu . " 

Fig gins & Co , looked a t one a nother 

in a daz ed sort of way, 

Blake la id a se a le d envelope on t he 

ta ble . 

"There 's t h e pt·ogra mme , " be sa id, 
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tho ught y o u might like to see what wa s 

going t o c om e on , Ta- ta ! " 

And he left the study befo re a ny of 

th e New Ho use Juni ors could r eply. 

Th ey heard hi m whist li ng as he 

w ent out of t he New House . A deadl y 

silen c e re igned in Fllggins 1s st udy. Bla nk 

dism ay ha d falle n upo n t he New House 

Drama ti c Soc iety . 

( Mor e , nex t m onth , of th is Old Ta le 

from the time when the 

"The y'll be g iv en a wa y in t h e ha lJ , but I Century was You ng. ) 

* * ~ * ~ * ~ * * ~ * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

News ot tke Old ~ojS ~ook Clubs 
MIDLAND 

Meetin g Fe br uary 1981 

Considering the ha zar ds of trav elling after th e rec ent snow , we 
did ve ry well to get an a tt endan ce of twelv e members . This includ ed 
Vince Lovedayrs wife who had not pre viousl y come with him . 

Joan Loveday was asked to addr es s the meeting and said she had 
become int er ested afte r reading he r husband's books . 

Our Anniversary Numbe r and Collector s' Item w•ere on displa y. 
The A . N . was Magnet 472 dated 24th Februar y, 1917, aind 64 years old 
to the day . It was a sub wr itte n story en tit led "The Great Fat Cure". 
Not all sub stories were badly wr itten . The C .I . was No. 1 of the 
Greyfr iar's Hera ld and bore the date 20th November , 19115. 

A discussion led by Geoff Lardner was on the disappearance of 
Bulstrode , a prominent cha r acte r in the earl y Magne t , from the 
Greyfriars stories . Someon e said he was described as ]leaving in Magnet 
794, but this was not certain . Strang ely enough be was mentioned in the 
last Bunter Book, "Bunter ' s Last Flin g" . 

There were two rea ding s . Your corres pondent read from the 
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latest Howard Baker issued , "Ta les of Bend over Coll ege " and Iva n 
We bste r read from Magnet 875 . 

After refres hm ents pro vided by J oan Gole n , Vince Loveda y and 
Tom Por ter , a g~ame of Greyfr ia r s Bingo was pl ayed with Iva n Webster 

the w inner . 
Bes t wishes to Old Boys' Book Clubs everywhere . 

J . F. BELLFIELD - Cor r esponden t . 

CAMBRIDGE 

We met at the home of Adr ian Pe r kins on Sunda y , 1s t Mar ch , 
1981 . Arrangements for the 10th anniversary of the foundation of the club , 
to be held on 17th May, were discussed . 

Jack Overhill gave an interes ti ng talk on Barring Outs . Ja ck to ok 
as examples a Greyfriars and a St . Frank's series . The Gre yfriars 
series was the "Rebellion of the Remove" series . Jack described these 
in outline and commented on the care with which Frank Richards had 
developed bis plot . Jack thought the only weakness was that Dr . Locke 
should take a reference in Quelch' s Histor y of Greyfriars to a tyr annical 
Headmaster , as referring to himself . Jack felt this series was out ­
standing , too, in the part played by Lord Mauleverer in taking the leadin g 
part throughout the series , over shadowing Harry Wharton and other 
characters . Jack had not be en so impressed by a six part St . Frank's 
series. While iinteresting, he felt the -plot to be more "contri ved" than 
the Greyfriars series , and the mixture of detection and barring out did 
not fit altogether easily into a coherent series . While Jack had enjoyed 
this , he felt the Richards' series to be the better of the two. 

A wide r:anging discussion followed. 
After enjoying Mrs. Perkins' hospitable tea the meeting settled 

down to a talk by Adrian on competitors to "The Eagle" in the '50 ' s. 
Before beginning Adrian read out an article by Mary Cadogan and 
Patricia Craig o•n the newly issued "Girl" as compared with its Hulton 
similarly named predecessor of the 19 50' s. Adrian prod uced specimens 
of the "Eagle" a:nd also of its rival "The Express Weekly" . While this 
was in similar format to the ''Eagle" it was printed on a rather cheaper 
paper . 

The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to Adrian and Mrs. 
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Perkins for their hospitality , and to Adrian for his inte resti ng displa y of 
"Eagles" . 

LONDON 

An excellent discourse on her visit to India was given by Mary 
Cado gan at the Walthamstow mee t ing . Mary read extracts from C .D .A. 
1971 , which dealt with Hurree Singh and Da Costa and some more from 
th e Greyfri ar s Book Club , Volume Four, which contained the India series 
in facsimile form. When a girl, Mar y often cherished the ambition to 
visit India and at long last it materialised and thus the excellent talk 
which was greatl y enjoyed by those present . 

Copies of Mary and Patricia Craig's book, "The Lady 
Investigates" were available and there was many Press cuttings for 
perusal, main ly very good reports . Als0 exhibited was a copy of ,John 
Wernham 's latest publication , "The Morcove Companio1:1" which has been 
compiled by Mary Cadogan and Tomm y Keen . 

Harr y Wharton's Sacrifice was the title of a Greyfriars stor y tha t 
Jack Corbett of the Midland Club had sent and it was abily read out by 
Ray Hopkins . A very good effort by J ack and greatl y appreciated . Ann 
Clarke was the outright winner of Bill Bradford's Quiz . Extracts fro m 
the newsle tter of March 1964 was the Memory Lane reading by Bob 
Blythe, it dealt with a meeting he ld at the Putney home of Brian Doyle , 
who, incidentally hopes to be in attendance at the May meeting . 

Next gathering will be the Rembrandt luncheon party on Sunday, 
12th April. 

BEN WHITER 

NORTHERN 

Our 371st meeting was held on Saturday evening, 14th March -
eleven members be ing present. 

Harry Barlow introduced a talk given by Joe Wo(:>d on ,rl\lly 
Collection" . Joe did say that his collection was virtually nil, as be bad 
borrowed many items from Harry over the years. As a freelance write r , 
Joe had been able to establish quite an impression of "The Magnet " and 
the wr itings of F r ank Richa r ds over the past fift y years. Many characte rs 
could be classed as "round" . i.e . those who pla yed an imp ort ant part in a 
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story and "fl at" ., those who had no r ea l significance . In the writ ings of 
Frank Ri ch ar ds ,. all his cha r acters were "round" in that they all seemed 
to pla y a very important part . even if the y did not immediately seem 
relevant to a pa .rticular story , Comment was once aga in made on t he fac t 
tha t it appeared s tories in "The Magnet '' had an adult po int. of view . wit.ha 
high moral tone . It was also assu m ed readers we re intelligenL He 
ro unded up by si!iying he doubted if any writer for young pe ople could 
compare , in thi,s day and age , t o Frank Ri cha r ds . 

After refres hm ents , Harry Barlow presented us wit h a quiz, which 
had ve ry amusing results at times (even if unintentional) - which i s ofte n 
the c ases wit h Harry's qui zzes~ We wer e give n som e ver y simp le clu es 
and we had to gi.1ess Hamiltonian characters . The second hal f of the quiz 
was based on inci dent s in the "Loder For Captain' ' series . A very enJoy ­
able meeting ended at 9 . 1 5 p .m. 

Our ne xt meeting is our A . G .M . to be held on 11th April . Visito r s 
are alw ays welcom e . JOHNN Y BULL MINOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
A CHANGE OF NAME by W . O . G , Lo ft s 

Alfred Harmsworth (later Lord Nort hcliffe) s tarte d it all with 
Answers in 188.S, his new publishing firm then named Answers Comp any 
L td . Its grow th was so enormous , plus mo ving continua ll y into bigger 
premises that by 189 3 the name was s hortened to just Answers Ltd. 
Back however t ,o 1890 with the firm I s entrance into juvenile fiction - a 
subsidiary Compan y was launched en titl ed Pando r a Publications which 
such famous boy s papers and comics includes Chips , Com ic Cuts , Union 
Jack . and Mar V"el - all at the pri ce of one halfpenn y'. Girls and wom an' s 
papers were covered by yet ano ther imprin t Periodica l Pu blicat ions . 

In 1896 when the group bough t out W. B. Horner Ltd . , owners of 
the famous Hor ners Penn y Stories , the whole set - up wa s r enamed 
Harmswortb Br othe rs Ltd ., and it was not until 1902 that they changed 
thei r name t o the world famous Amalgamated Pr es s when they were 
situa ted in offices in Fl eet Str ee t nea r Ludgate Circus . After several 
more moves , they finally settled in the then new Fleetway House building 
in Farrington Street - ala s now no more. Here was not onl y the biggest 
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publishing house in the world , but surely also the home of the greatest 
loved papers of all time . The mind really boggles when one tr ies to list 
them alL Magnet , Gem , Popular, Boys' Friend , Mode .rn Boy, Nelson 
Lee , Champion } Tri umph. Boys' Cinema ., Boys' Friend and Sexton 
Blake Libraries ·. Schoolgirl papers such as Sch ool Friend and School ­
girl; wonde r ful comics as Rainbow , Tiger Ti ms , Puck , Sunbeam, 
Playbox , Bubbles , Film Fun, Kinema Comic , Radio Fu~n, Crackers , 
Larks, Butt erfi y 1 Funny Wonder . Joker . A hos t of Annu als inclu ding 
probably tbe most collected and loved of all time, The Holida y Annual. 
Adult publicat ions such as Picture Show the list is rea ll y endless of 
old favourites found in every s ingle home . 

By 1920, with now over 5, 000 employees, plus o,ver 100 different 
t it les , they became even large r after buying out James Hende rso n & Co ., 
apar t from taking over m any sma ller firms such as Trapps Holme s Ltd. 
1922 saw the dea th of the founder, Lord Nor thcliff e, so with a r es huffle 
of Di rect ors it then became known as Amalgamated PreiSs (1922) Ltd . 
1926 saw yet another change of title when they bought out Cassells 
publications that included Chums - they then becoming Amalgamated 
Press (1926) Ltd. The coming of the Second World War · had unfortuna ,tel y 
killed off most of the pre-war favourites through paper iShortage - and so 
when in the early fifties Chips , Comic Cuts , and Champion also finished 
it was in 1959 decided to moder nise the old name to Fle,etway Publications 
Ltd . 

1964 saw the old Dail y Mirror gToup now known ;as International 
Printers Ltd. take over Fleetway , and It became that name with 
variations till the present day - now known as I. P . C. (l\fagazines) Ltd . 
with offices in a huge skyscraper block at King's Reach ; the south side 
of Blackfria r s Bridge. The old firm of Odhams Properlties who took 
over Hultorts (1938) and who became Long Acre Press in 1959 , were in 
time swallowed up by F lee tway Publications. 

When starting in the hobby in the early fifties, J met a very old 
editor, who claimed that he had star ted on .Answers way back in the 
'ninet ies - and his day s at the firm were the happiest of his life . 
Generations and millio ns of old readers would also echo that sent im ent . 
The old Amalgamated Pres s especially gave them the happies t rea ding 
that one could eve r wis h for . Dozens of wonderfully produced papers 
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and comics . 

* * * * ~ * * • * * • * * * * * * * * * * • • • * ~ ~ * • 

The. Postman Ca lltd (Inte resting items fro m th e 
Edit or's le tter - bag) 

BILL LOFTS (London) : I agree tha t Chapman and Macd onald have alwa y s 
been accepted as THE artis ts for the Magnet and Gem . Aft.er all . they 
illu stra ted more issues than any other ar tis ts . However , there are quite 
a number of Shield s fans in our own circle , and, whilst it is true tha t 
this popular artist was not fault less ; Chapman , too . had bis faults . 
Chapma n's dr awings of boa ts were almost laughable . 

I would agree that Warwi ck Reynolds was not a t his best in the 
Gem , maybe because (according to his nephew) of the tigh t sch edule and 
haste involved . But in the field of nature - animals and birds - he had 
no equal. It is inte r esting to note that C . M . Down, the editor of Gem 
and Magnet whom I met several times, much preferred Shields to 
Chapman , and , whilst accepting that Macdonald was the best Gem artist , 
was lavish in praise of Warwick Reynolds ' s work in general. 

HAROID TRUSCOTT (Deal): Many thanks to Darrel Swift for reminding 
me . He did, indeed , once tell me that he enjoyed the Bunter TV series , 
and I had forgotten this when I wrote the artic le for the Annua L But he 
remains the only one . 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT : I would think that most of us were fairly excited when Greyfriars, 

of a so rt, went on TV , and th a t most of us enjoyed it , even though we may have been critica l 

at times •. ) 

Miss E. MA GOVE NY (Belfast): I found an old book recently , in Hall's , 
near Smithfield. It was a story . "The Border Legion" by Zane Grey, 
which I first read in the twenties . Zane Grey was my favourite writer of 
Wild West tales . I believe he died during the war years. 

MAURICE KING (Slough): I was delighted to see the list of Mr . Buddle 
stories in the Annual , as I very much enjoy them . However , I have been 
unable to trace the following in any Annual: "Mr . Buddle's Hair - Shirt" , 
"Merry Christmas , Mr . Buddle" , "Mr. Crayford Passes By", "The 
Boy i n the Corm:ff" , "Mr . Buddle Laughs Last", "Mr . Buddie' s Greatest" . 
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As far as I can se e the only Annuals without a Buddle story were 19 62 
and 1968 0 Could you pop a note about this in the C .D . when convenient? 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT : The .stOX'ies me ntioned by Mr . King appear ed in the monthly C . D. 

Quite a few y ears ba ck now.) 

J .E .M. (Brighton) : May I say how sad I was to see the .concluding 
instalment of your 'Small Cinema ' series? This has been, I am sure, 
one of C .D's most popular features , a valua ble and fasc ilnating record of 
the c inema 's golden days as well as a firsi - class invitation to delicious 
nostalgia. We are all going to miss ' Small Cinema' very much . 

Much gratitude also for the valuable histor y of tb,e Popular in 
Feb ruary' s C • D . I regret that I saw little of the Pop as a younster (it 
disappeared t oo soon for me to become a long -st anding reader) but it did 
introd uce me to Rookwood and to at least a handful of stories about the 
imperishable Rio Kid. 

Most of all , I enJoyed the accoun t of your acquisition of a long 
sought after book . I know exactly your feelings because I have shared 
them and strongl y support your v iew that no collector should ever lose 
hear t . The longer the wait , the harder t he search , the :greater the final 
joy. 

S . WHITEHEAD (Rythe): Did you know that Hotspur fin:ished in January , 
merged with Victor? Also 1 have you seen the new Thomson paper, 
"Buddy" , out on Thursdays? A lot of reprints in it , e.g . ''Wolf of Kabul" , 
"Iron Fish" , 'iLimpalong Leslie", "Jonah''; etc . In a w·oolworth's sale 
I picked up Biggles Annual No. 1 at 65p, sale price. 

BRENDAN JOHNSTON (Moreton) : Although a confirmed dog man myself , 
I was tickled by Princess Snowee ' stale to her Mum. After three attempts 
to catch he r playmate , maybe she was trying to tell you something. A 
little field mouse is a very pleasant little perisher , perhaps -- or 
knowing her master's predilection for Tom and Jerry --- -

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
"EXCITING FREE GIFT IN NEXT WEEK'S ISSUE~" by J .E .M . 

We all remember announcements like that from t:be old comics 
and story papers . "E xc iting 11, "super", even "bumper" , free gi.fts came 
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at us thick and farst , especiall y in the late nin ete en - twenties and ear ly 
thirties . These were the v intage years of give- awa ys 9 ib e pub li sher s' 
answer to hard ti.mes and ha r d- up re aders . I suppose we even can1e to 
expect such handouts . Certa inl y no new pape r dared show it s fac e on the 
newsagents' coun te rs withou t a special gift to launch it . (At a time when 
weekl y spending was often a choice between story pape r and sweets , 
Bullseye showed real ingenuity in pr esen t ing with its first issue a slab 

of toffee ~) 
My own memories of free gif t s are remarkably vivid , which must 

sa y something for the cunning of circu lation managers and promotion 
experts. The earliest give - away I can recall was a "flicker" book 
animati ng the antics of Charlie Chaplin and presented, appropriately , 
with Film Fun . Another juvenile treasure from arou nd the same period 
came w i th D. C . Thomson's Wizard: a series of shie ld - shaped "secret 
service"( ~) badg,es , each bearing a differ ent code and linked with a story 
about an intelligEmce agent called Tige r McT aggart . I don't suppose I 
shall ever forget either Agent McT . or those badges , though they a r e 
now more tban half a century in to the past . 

Usually I was not much of a collector of anything in series . I 
cou ld never stay the course, possessing at that time what a well - known 
adv er t . used to call a grasshopper mind . I did have an olde r cousin , 
however . with the doggedness of the true collector who acquired two 
whole series of photo car ds depicting scenes from World War One . 
About fifty pictu1res in all , they were presented with the Triumph which 
went in a lot for war stories (one such, I remember, was "With Figh t ing 
Mac At Arras" by Herbert Macrae) . 

How many Hamiltonians , I wonder , recall The Magnet's free 
gifts? Among thlese were pictures of famous cricketers, as well as a 
curious trio of offerings in the summer of 1930 . Over three success ive 
issues we received a toy glide r (it flew very nicely , I recall) , a tiny 
caropbor - propell led boat and a catapul t -l aunched boomerang . What any 
of these had to do with the image of Greyfriars we shall never know, 
though any object that moved was a popu lar give - away with all story 
papers . Tin cut - outs , especially of locomotives , were also strong 
favour ite s. One of the AP papers presented a series of car badges and 
I recall how excited I was by those still famous symbols : Bentle y , Lancia , 
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Buga tt i et aL The Thomson papers wen t in for noise -makers of var iou s 
kinds {"Ast onish your friends with the Whis tl e Wa rbler" - or whateve r 
it migh t be calle d) as well as masks , m ini - comics and :simple conJu r ing 
tr icks . 

It was not alwa ys cl ear what age or intell igenc e le vels we re being 
aimed at by some of these gifts but there is no doubt thatt the Blakian 
sto ry papers as well as The Thrill er s aw their re aders as at least semi ­
adu lt On one occasion the Union Jack presented fr ee r a zor blades as 
did its successor, Detect ive Wee kl y . With its Number One issu e, the 
DW actually gave a sm all pocke t wallet to hold stamps 7 m iniatur e 
playing cards and - should you have any - ten bob notes '. The Thr ill er 
rewarded its readers with a free key - ring and chain in an issue devoted , 
per ha ps appropriately, to a story abou t A . J. Raffles . 

The variety of gif t s from the old papers was , in fact . quite 
re ma rkable . Did s uch offer ing s do anything for circulation figures? I 
JUSt don 1t know but ,. m a period now oHen compa re d with those old 
"dep ression " days , the free gift mo ve ment seem s to be wi th us agam . 
A nat ional new spaper article co- authored by Mary Cadogan earlier this 
ye ar , dealt wit h the l aunching of a girls' st ory paper - and , yes, the 
paper's Nmn ber One conta ined t he obligatory "exciting fre e gif t " . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * • * * * * * 
MORCOVE REMEMBERED by Mary Cadogan 

February of this year marked tbe Diamon d Jubilee of Morco ve 
School and the "Schoolgirls' Own", and I'm sure the C .D. will not want 
to let this pass without paying tribute to Horace Phillips, (who as 
Marjorie Stanton wro te the stories) and to Leonard Shields , who m ade 
Betty Ba rton & Co. the prettiest of all the Amalgamated! Press school ­
girls. 

When I started to read the Mor cove stories towards the end of the 
1930 ' s, the ' 'Schoolgirls' Own" , alas , had already ceasnd publication . 
I made the acquain tance of Betty & Co . in rather truncated serials at the 
back of the Cliff House paper, the "Schoolgirl", and of course in the 
monthly "Schoolgirls' Own Libraries" . Happil y, howev ,er, I have since 
acquired a large collection of weekly "Schoolgirls' OwnB", includin g the 

cont'd . on Page 31 . . . 
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first and the Jast issues , with their beau tiful blue and orange Shield s 's 
cove rs. 

Many of us will always rem ember with affection (:he glorious 
chums of Study No. 12: Betty Barton , the Fourth Form Captain , mad cap 
Polly Linton , the eleg ant duffer Paula Creel , Naomer Nakara the 'dus ky 
imp ', musical Madge Minden and artistic Tess Tr e lawney . And wern 
never forget those fearful sneaks and baddies - Ursula Wade , Cora 
Grandways and Audrey Blain . 

~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
REVIEW 

THE MORCOVE COMPANION Mary Cadogam & Tommy Keen 
(Museum Press) 

The weekly paper , "The Schoolgirls' Own" , began its career sixty years ago , r elating 

the continuous a dventures of the girls of Morcove School. The paper lasted fo.r a splendid 

fifteen years, but Morcove went on for a few mo r,e years in another paper •. 

It seems probable that Cliff House, in the School Friend, was doi 1ng well , so the 

publishers de ci ded on a sister publication. 

This char ming book is put out to mark the anni ver sary of the Schc)olgirls ' Own Wcel:1.y, 

and tells the story of Morcove . With a wealth of superb pictures , it has immense appeal. 

There is an exce llent appraisal of the career and work of Horace :Phillips, who, as 

Marjorie Stanton , creat ed Morcove and wrote most of the stories . His links with Cliff House 

and the School Friend a re traced. The suggestion (surely a pocbrypbal) is revived that 

Hamilton 's work in the very ea r ly School Friend "didn't strike quite the Tight note" with girl 

readers. Th is is unlikely , as I have pointed out before. The Amalgamated Press knew a ll 

the facets of Hamilton's work, its brilliance a nd its shortcomings, and, in any case, five 
stor ies in five successive we .eks were obviously far from sufficient time fo,r girl readers to have 

expressed an opinion on them. The first School Friend could barely have ; been in the shops by 

the time that Phillips took over Cliff House. 

l am intrigued to see that, in the opinion of our writers of "MorcClve Companion", 

Phillips had some melodramatic effects in the style of Mrs. Henry Wood, and that, later on, 

with the introduction of a boys' school near Morcove, there were "deeply emotional involve­

ments". It is all an intensely fascinating appraisal . 

The superb Leonard Shields who, with his artistry, did so much for Morcove, receives 

well-deserved acclaim for his illustrations. He is compared with the School Friend artist, 

Dodgson, who is said to have con tributed "rather quirky pictures" to the latter paper. I don't 

know what "quirky" means, but 1 hope it's nothing rude . 

"Morcove Through the Years" kept me reading on, entranced, an ,d, for those who know 
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the stories well, it mlllrt be a joy. Th ere is a Who's Who of the main characters, and a numbe .r 

of attractive items, cuilled, pouibly , from some , ort of "Morcove Guette" . 

It shows how rE!lll these characten must ha ve been to girls, all those years back, when 

we Und "Confessiom" which tell us that Betty Barton's lucky day is Wednesday, Polly Unton's 

favourite flower is the rose, Naomer Nakara (aged 13t) has a black cat as her favourite pet, 

and Paula Creel's favo,urite holiday is "a nice , westful cwuise, bai Jove" . 

Morcove ended in a copy of th e Schoolgir l , dated early 1938, so far as weekly 

presentation went, but a new Morcove tale featl.U'ed in the S. O. L. Annual later in the same 

year. 
It's all grand stuff for our Morcove Old Gi rls (and for plenty old boys who will buy it 

for their sisters and re:ad it th emse lves ). 

It ends, wistfully enough, with the statement that "like Cliff House, Morcov e was 

never revived after the Second Worl d War" . (And 1 could have sworn I have a yellow-Jacketed 

hardback entitled "Beuie Bunter of Cliff House School", published 1949, in my bookcase.) 

SPECIAL NOTE! Ma.ke sure of your copy of "The Morcove Companion" . This delightful 

little book cannot be bought in the shops • . It is obtainable only from The Museum Press, 

c/o 46 Overbury Ave 1nue, Beckenham, Kent, BR3 2PY, at £1. SO inclusive of postage and 

packing . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * 
OUR CORAL JUBILEE YEAR 

Come next November, If we are spared, Story Paper Collectors' Digest will reach its 35th 

birthday. Looking back or forward, thirty-five yean is a very long time indeed. Longer now, 

probably, than the life of any of the dearly-loved old papers , the memory of which the Digest 

exists to perpetuate. 
Mr. R. H. Cushing of Kimpton writes: "I n common, I'm sure , with all subscri bers to 

c. D., J find incalctilable the pleasure I der ive from such a modest outlay. A never-ending 

source of pleasure; t:he characters of Greyfriars, St. Jim's, a nd Rookwood, live on in yo ur 

exc ellent publicatio :o. Like 'Alice', they are immortal - and just as unreal - but what is a 

modicum of unreality set against a welter of crime, sadism and explicit examples of man's 

inhumanity to man, which freque ntly masquerades as "ente rtainment" in the book aid television 

industry? Thanks a million for a unique service - ''C ollectors' Digest"." 

And Mr. Wlllliam Lister of Blackpool writes, by t he same post: "Eac h copy of C. D. 

seems better than t he one before. " 

Thank you for such wonderful encouragement, which helps to keep the good old C. D. 

carrying on. 

* * * • * * * ~ * * * • * * ~ * * * ~ * • * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Good price paid for MAGNETS 1068, 1087, I 127, 1133, 1134 and many others before year 

1930, suitabl e for binding. 
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