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Recent pu r chases include bound volumes in v o go 
condition of the Scout , Captain and the BOP . Early 
Dandy 1 Mickey Mouse , some pre-war (single issues) and 
many others including GHA' s . 

Wanted : "Monster Libraries" (N . L . ) £5 for each 
paid . SBL' s, 1st and 2nd series urgently . Red Magnets 
with covers in good condition, will pay £4 per copy . 

NEW~ GEM BIBLIOGRAPHY by Lofts and 
Adley - £3. 

Bargain lots of fair reading copies - SOL' s , 
BF' s, UJ' s, Detective Weekly , Thrillers, Magnets , 
Gems , Rangers, Triumphs, Boys' Magazine and others . 
Half price and less to clear ~ 

Good copies as usual of course. 

All H. Baker facsimiles and Book Club Specials 
available . 

Come and see me sometime, please ring first . 

NORMAN SHAW 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

LONDON, SE19 2HZ 

'Phone 01 771 9857 

Nearest Station - Crystal Palace (B.R . ) 
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PROPHETIC ? 

I begin to wonder whether I am a Seer or a Soothsayer. Or 
whether the radio commentators at the Edgbaston Test Match might 
have had copies of C .D . on the desk before them. 

We sat in a car in Windsor Great Park that afternoon. The 
radio was going at full blast. And I was biting what was left of my nails. 

"History Repeats Itself'. " ejacu lated one of the commentators. 
And it shot into my mind that it was one of our recent editoria l headings. 
though , at that time, it had nothing to do with the grand old game. 

"There's a breath less hush in the Close tonight," said the 
commenta tor as the excitement rose. From the back page of last 
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mon th ' s C .D . 
And soon he was saying: "If one of the old wr ite r s of boys ' 

stories had put thi s in a y arn , he woul d have been lau ghed to sco rn. " 

We said the same thing on the back page of the Digest . 

And , as the last Aus si e came in - the commentator again: " Last 

Man In , and an Hour to Pla y . " And that was the ti tl e of one of our Let' s 

Be C ontrovers ia l articles which happens to be rec alled in a re view of a 

new Howard Baker book in th is m onth's C .D . 
It was quite uncann y. The so lution i s probably that all cricket 

fan atics think ali ke . 
Trul y histor y repeated it self at Ed gbasto n. Two thr illi ng 

matches , and two vic to r ies in succession . Knowing our cr ick et record 

in late years , I think it lik ely that the whole picture will hav e cha nged by 

the tim e you read this. But , wasn 't it grea t while it las ted? 

"Just li ke a ta le from the Boys ' Own Paper ," remarked the sp orts 

cr itic in my dail y paper . And that ' s just what it wasn't ~'· The B .O . P. 

was much too dignifi ed to print such extravagant stories . It was just 

like a slice of Hamilt on~ He couldn't write believable cricket tales ~ 

Come off it ~ 

P.C .49 

''I t's all the faul t of the police , " said the dear old lad y of eig hty 

to me , on the bus , 
' 'Who told yo u so?" I enquired . 
"Mr . So-an d- So sa id so in parliament , " s aid the dear old lad y, 

naming a po liti c ian not noted for intelligent rem ar ks . 

"What would you do if you heard a bur glar brea king in after you 

got to bed tonight ? " I asked her . 
"Ring for the po li ce ~ " she replied promptl y. 

"Then you shou ldn ' t say anything to undermine our faith in our 

police ," I sai d, in my mo st sc hoolm ast erl y sty le. 

But when I was a youngster , we used to make fun of poli ceme n. 

And at the s ame time , we had a health y and hea rty r espect for them . 

Close to my home in Kent there was a golf- course . In those 

days it was an 18- hole link s. The last time I was there it had been 

reduced to a 9-ho le cour se , owing to the twentieth - century disease 
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which overnig ht , in the name of Progress , turns gr ass into bricks and 
morta r . 

However , back to the big links it used to be long ago . My friends 
and I would t res pa ss on th ose l inks . We weren 1 t out to do mischieL 
Merel y to find los t golf -·balls . 

"Keep an ey e up for P , C . Ellis , " I would say . 
"He orily goes afte r old ladies who'v e had a drop too mu ch, " 

some one would r epl y - and we would all laugh . But we kept a wary eye 
up for P ,C . Elli s all the same o Read y to run like the wind if hi s hel met 
came over the top of a bunker . 

Oddly enough , many of the heroes of the com ic papers were 
co nvicts or tramps " They routed the poli ce who were alm ost always 
t'idiculed . 

P . C • Cuddle co ok was an everlasting figure of fun . Fat and 
futile _, Tom , the Ti cket of Lea ve man was alwa ys getting the bette r of a 
policeman - and we loved it. 

Hamilton 's famous "Bobbies'' - P ,C , Toze r . P . C . Cr ump , and 
P , C • Boggs were illiterate , pompous and ineffectual - seldom 
intr oduce d for any purpo se but to add to the comedy . 

When sotne of us wer e very young indeed , the Keystc,ne Cops had 
us rolling in the aisles at the cinemas . We gloried in them . and s o did 
our Mums and Dads . At the music halls they sang "The Laughi ng 
Policeman'' - "the re was a fat old policeman , etc . " - and we chuckled 
with delight . I seem to associate something in my ext r eme yout h with 
the tenn P oC . 49 - possibl y in a song or stories of some sort . Does 
P . C , 49 ring a bell in any one else's head? 

Yes , we alwa ys found a policema n good for a joke, but , all the 
same . we r espected him highly , Most of us still do. It will be a bad 
day for this count ry if anyone , pr obabl y politicall y in spire d, is allowed 
to undermine the authorit y of the poli ce . 

JELLY 

Rec entl y I had a visit from two ofmy Old Girls . One I had nut 
see n sin ce she left school nearl y thirty years ago o The other I la s t saw 
at one of the Bunte r shows in the Wes t End some twen ty years ago . 

"The r e's some one nam ed Angela on the te lephone , " Madam sa id 
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to me o 
"That was Jelly ~" I told Madam , later . 
"She said Angela . If she had said 'Jelly ' I would have known her 

at once , " said Madam . 
Jell y was the one who came to the Bunter show. Her name was 

Angela . Vor a time I used to call her "Angelica Jell y" . Then , for all 
time

1 
she became just "Jell y" . So Angela wa s affectionatel y called 

"Jell y ' \ throughout her schoolda y s . 
When she came to see me I was able to tell her - with all shame 

long stifled - how that nickname originated so long ago . "Angelica 
Jelly" was a character at Cliff House in the early School F riend . I 
don't think she ever played a leading role in any stor y. but the name 
lingered in my memory . (Does any Cliff House expert know anyt hing 
about the fictional "Angelica Jelly ' '?) 

Jacqueline, the Old Girl I hadn't seen for th irty years , told me 
I always called her "Jo nquil" , but I can't remember how t hat one arose . 
"Jonquil" , who li ves in Switzerland with her husband , has a son at a 
boarding school in Devonshi re o I forgot to ask he.r whether he has a 
form - master nam ed Mr. Buddle . 

How we talked and laughed and delved into masses of old photo ­
grap hs that afternoon . The hours just sped by. On the phone that 
evening Jonquil said to me : "This afternoon has made my year ~" 

To be able to enjoy one' s past life is to live twice ~ 

THE ANNUAL 

All being well , the order form for this year's Annual - the 
35th - will come to you with this month's C .D . It will help if you can 
order early . Last year a number of rea ders were disappointed , and 
left it too late before sending in their orde rs . In these times, we 
cannot print many copies , to allow for late orders , beyond those booked 
in advance. 

On the order form there is , as usual, space for any small 
advertisement you may like to insert ., and more and more readers find 
it a useful medium for sending Season Greetings to friends in the hobby . 

It all helps to keep the wheels going round . 
THE EDITOR 
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It seems particular ly appr opriate that I'm writing this Cora l 
Anniversa ry tribute to the Colle ctors' Diges t at the time of the after glow 
of t he Royal Wedding " Charles and Diana ' s names have recently been 
so joyously on our lips ~ ' C' and rD1

• of course - and C .D , stands too 
for another precious part of our lives - our own unique magazine . 
35 unbroken years is indeed something to celebrate . Apart from its 
intrinsic values , the C .D . is a tremen dous link between the Clubs , 
and between far scattered individual colle ctors . And - like our recent 
nationa l celebrations - the C oD , has its own gr acious and much loved 
1Royal' Family at the centre of things - Er ic , Madam and the Prince ss 
Snowee. (The last - named . of course , has always kept us fully conscious 
of her royal status , but Eric and Madam have been more modest about 
themselves . ) Long may they reign in our hearts ~ And long may the 
C .D . - which is as glowingly English as cricket , "Cavalcade" or 
Charles and Di - continue to flourish ~ 

* * * * * * .+:* * * * * ** * **** * * * * * * * * * * 
CAVALCADE 

A matter of interest is th a t Noel Coward 's "Cava lca de" which is being repeated at the 

Redgr av·e The atre , Far nham , from ear ly October , has exp.eri en ced so overwhelming a dem and 

for t ic kets th at the thea tr e has had to extend the product ion 's run up till NoV'embe r 14th . It 

has prompted a roy a l r equest for a seat , and Pti ncess Alex a ndra will see the rar e show on 

October 13th . 

Obviousl y, even in the eighties , a show doesn 1t rea lly need to be a ll sweari ng , 
cesspool , and k itchen sink to be a success at the box office. It is a comforting thought , 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED : Boys' Fri end (green one) 1049 , c ontai ning the Last Cedar Creek story , "Frank 

Richa rd 1s Choice". Will pay handsomely for a loan of this . 

HANGER , 10 PARK SQUARE , KING' S HEATH , NORTHAMPTON 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SALE, Sil ver Ja ckets , 1- 28 , £SO. 

HANGER , 10 PARK SQUARE, KINc•s HEATH , NORTHAMPTON . 
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SEPTEMBER 1931 

The Gem , which has gone right back to the very start of it all , is 
s till going st r ong with Tom Merry's early adventures . 

The first story this month is "The SL Jim's Menagerie" o The 
boys keep pets . Herries ' s bulldog , Towser , chases Herr Schneider , 
and Kerr's goat , Billy , butts the Head . In fact , the pets become pests . 

Next week brought "Tom Merry & Co. on Str ike" . The boys 
ar en't happy with the wa y their food is prepared or their laundr y 
launde r ed - so the y do their own. Gussy burns the washing and Blake 
burns the bacon . Good fun . 

Then "Tom Merry, the Boy ' Tee" in which Tom runs away from 
school to become Ferrers Locke ' s assistant , and Gussy goes to London 
in search of Tom Merry . The Gangster finds Gussy, and Ferrers 
Locke 1 s assistant finds the Gangster. -Final of the month is "The St . 
Jim 's Speed Cops" in which Tom Merry & Co . go out in a Dahnle .r , 
and Figgins & Co . go after the Daimler on motor - cycles. 

The Rookwood s tories this month have been 11Tubby Muffin's 
Double" , "Sil ve r's Narrow Squeak" , "The Fighting Footballers" and 
"Hansom's Hopeless Hoax". They aren ' t much , but they get by . 

The Gem also has complete stories about a mys te r ious crook 
named "The Winger" . 

Early in th e month there was unusually heavy rainfall , but we've 
got used to rain this summer . This month Great Britain has won the 
Schnei de r Tr ophy for the third time . Flt . Lt . Stainforth flew at nearly 
4 00 miles an hour and broke all records. Later in the month he flew at 
408 m .p . h . and broke his own record . 

In the Nelson Lee , the series has continued in which Professor 
Ogleby has decreed that the St . Frank ' s playing-fields shall be excavated 
in the interests of archeology . All games are barred - so the boys stage 
a barring-out , camping on the playin g-fi elds . The stories are entitled 
11Tbe Spoil - Sport of St. Frank ' s", "The 'Live-Wire' Rebels" (they 
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electrify the surround ing fences , which seems a bit dangerous) . ar,d 
"The Ba ttle of Si . Fr ank.vs11 in which Ogleby at last slings his hook o 
Final story of the month is "The W .ro.ag M-r, Wrig ht'\ concerni11g a 
Hand fort h blunder . 

War ner Bros o. the Amer ican film company , has taken over the 
Teddington Studios . and they are going to make films there t o meet the 
British Quota Act , whic h says that every cinema must show so many 
Br itish films , and every renter must release so man y British films . 

I bad two Umon Jacks this month . The first is ''Hot Lead" by 
R obert Murray . A bomb in Baker St" reopens the battle betwee n Sexton 
Blak e and the criminal named the Whisperer . Under cover of Dan 
Roper ' s gang , Blake fights back . An exciting sto:rry-in its way o 

The following week I had "The Black Boomerang" , written by 
a famous old writer , Lewis Jackson 9 who created Leon Kest rel and 
Beaudelai re. A story of magic , mur der and my stery, and I like it a 
lo t. 

Some very good films on at the pictures this month . A lovely 
film was "Min and Bill" starring Marie Dr essle r and Wallace Beer y . 
With this one there was a new Laur el and Hardy two- r eeler entitled 
"Night Owls" ; Jeanette Macdonald was singing awa y me rr ily in "More 
Than a Kiss"; Wheeler and Woolse y in "Hook , Line & Sinker", but 
their humou r is very American and I didn ' t like it a lot ; Mar ilyn Miller 
in "Sunny" , a musical witb som e lm,.ely songs ; Richard Barthelmess in 
"Adios", with the star fading a bit , I think; Joan Crawford in "Dance , 
Fools , Dance" which is very dramatic . With th is one there was anothe r 
Laurel & Hardy comedy "Angora Love" . Finally , a lovel y gangster 
film "Little Caesar" which stars Edward G. Robinson with Glenda 
Farrell and Dougla s Fairbanks Junior . 

The new stories about Ken King are going strong in Modern Boy. 
First of the month is "The Cooky - Boy's Treasure" ~ Danny. the cooky ­
boy has dre ams of wealth when he sol ves the myste ry of the castaway's 
tobacco - box " Next , "Bo' sun of the Dawn" . A villain named Da Silva 
puts Ken in a pit and lea ves him to die . Tb.en "Th e Tick of Doom" . 
Ken King is ca :aying a case supposed to contain only clocks - but 
actuall y the case contains only dynamite o But ther e is plent y of ticking . 

Finally "Billy Bottle - Beachcomber" . This one st ar s Kit 
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Hudson . He has to fight temptation , He has only to abandon a beach ­
com ber - and a big fortune will be his . 

These new stories of King of the Islands are we 11 up to standard . 
Also in Mode r n Boy there is a series of school tales about 

Greystones School by George E . Rochester . So - so . 
The International Illuminations Congress has been held in London , 

and all the fine hi storic buildings have been lit up at night . 
The Magnet has car r ied on with the grand holiday series about 

the Gre yfriars chums in Kenya . Tbe titles this month have been 
"Jungle Vengeance" , "The Jungle Hikers" . "Kidnapped in Kenya" , and 
"The Man - Tracker of Uganda" . Splendid stuff - adventure , thrills . 
excitement and comedy . I hope the series goes on a long time yet . 

One evening Doug and I went to Chiswick Empire and saw a 
revue entitled "Vaude vill e Menu'' in which the leading stars were Donald 
Stuart and Tessie O'Shea . Tessie is a pretty and plump girl , and made 
us laugh a lot . 

In the Schoolboys' Own Library this month is "Rival Treasu re 
Seekers" which is the second S .O. L . about the Greyfriars chums in the 
South Seas . The other 8 . 0 . L . this month is "The Worst Fonn at 
Codrington" by David Goodwin. I did not buy this one as David Goodwints 
school stories are alwa ys too far - fetched for me . 

The trams all ove r the country seem to be falling out of 
existence , and I am sorry for I like t rams. This month the tr ams at 
Gatley and Cheadle were replaced by motor - buses at the end of the 
month , and the trams at Scarborough were bought by the council ju s t 
to scrap them . In Ireland , the trams at Cork have given way to buses . 
A great big shame. If there 's ever a shortage of petrol , they'll be sorry . 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT : The original t itle of "The St, Jim's Men agerie" was "High Jinks 

at St. Jim's". This wa.s the first tale to introduce Herries's bulldog , To wser . As we have 

previously commented, Taggles bad a bulldog , To wser , in the ve1y early St, Jim's. "Tom 

Mer ry & Co. on Strike" was orighially "Tom MeJTy's Washing-Day". "Tom Merry, the Boy 

'T ee" was originally ''Honours D\vided". "The St. Jim's Speed-Cops" was originally "Tom 

MeJTy's Day Out". This was tbe first story to introduce Cousin Ethel, then I)amed Ethel 

Maynard , though the name was changed in the reprint. In passing, it seemed a colossal 

pi ece of loose thinking on the part of the author to change Eth el from Mayn ard to Cleveland 

in early days . 
S. 0, L. 155, "The Schoolboy T ,rea .sure-Seekers" was the middle section of the Magn et ts 
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South Se as seri es of 1927. S. O. L. No, 156, ' 1The Worst Form ,at CodJ'ington" appeared 
originall y as a serial in the Popul ar. ) 

* * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * 

SHADES OF DICKENS by R . J . Godsave 

In January 1925 , E ~ S . Brooks wrote an unusuall y long series 
whi ch comprised of twelve Nelson Lee Libraries o. s . 501 ·- 512. This 
was the celeb r ated Moat Hollow School series . Formedy known as the 
River House Scho ol , but now under enti r ely new control and with the 
change of name to Moat Hollow School, 

Owing to serious financial los ses in the City . Sir Vivian Watson . 
father of Tomm y Wat son. was forced to take his son away from St. 
Frank ' s and send him to a school where the fees were much cheaper . 
M.r . G.timesby C·reepe , the principal of Moat Hollow School had 
satisfied Sir Vivian that his son would be well treated at his school . 

Naturally, Watson was pleased to learn tha t Moat Holl ow was so 
near St . Frank's a.ad that he would be able to see the St . F rank ' s juniors 
often . Unfor tunat ely, for Watson , Mr . Grimesby Creepe 1 s school 
pr oved to be similar to Mr , Wackford Squee'rs 1 establishmen t in Charles 
Dickens novel Nicholas Nickleb y. where the scholars were ha lf- st arved 
and maltreated under the pretence of education . 

Such a school could not exist we.re it not for the fact tbat somt 
parents resent the i r off spring r s appea r ance who are in some case s 
kindly sp oken of as 'not as othe rs' and are sent to this type of school 
t o be out of the way9 and are vhtuall y pri son ers . Whethe r such schools 
are in existen ce in this day and age l do not know; but I do know tha t 
there are frequent r eports of children being neglec ted and rece iving 
treatment tha t is far from loving by thei r pa re nts . On the other hand . 
one can see the cr oss that some parents bear with g;ceat courag e and 
fortitude , and give lovin g care to their unfortunate childr en who are in 
no conditi on to face the trials of the wo.rld by themsel ves . 

E , S . Brooks dealt with this ser ie s in his usual fine way which 
became more engrossing with e ach success ive sto r y . Mr . Grimesby 
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Creepe and hi s monito r s ar e unable to break the spirit of Tommy Watson 

by th e method s that had succeeded so well with other boys at the schooL 

Some of Watson's former schoolfellows at St . Fr ank ' s had found out a 

few unsa vour y facts about Cr eepe and were doing their best to re sc ue 

Watson from Moat Hollow ., The introduction of a m ys teri ous phantom 

figure , whose ide nti ty was unknown, had on more than one occasion 

crune to Watson 's aid unexpectedly . 
The determination of the St. Frank ' s j uniors together with the 

phantom protector makes this series one of gripping intere s t to the 

reader . 

"THE IDOL OF ST . FRANK'S" by C . H . Churc hill 

I ha ve recentl y had the opportu nity of reading B . F . Lib . No. 633 

(4d. monthl y issue) containing the story "The Idol of St . Frank ' s" 

through the kindness of a fellow Nels on Lee collector who , after trying 

for many years , finally succeeded in obtaining a copy . His remark to 

me was "It was neve r written by Brooks . See what you think of it . " 

After reading it my reaction was the srune as his , namely that E . S . B 

would never have written a story with so many flaws in iL 

Here are some of the things described in the story , Fullwood 

& Co . are still in Study A but are in the Fifth form' . Archie is also in 

the Fifth but in Study N in the Fifth form passage . Archie is then put 

into the Remo ve cricket team at the last moment and although r efusing 

to ha ve a practice "knock" hit s up a big score . He refuaes to run 

between the wickets for any low scores but stays at the crease and hit s 

boundary af ter boundary . Thi s , mark you , in September 1922 only six 

months after he first arri ved at SL Frank's and pro ved at that time to 

be hopel ess at the game . Another glaring error was to list the Remo ve 

cricket team with no Jerr y Dodd in iL I ask you~ 

The last str aw is that the language and actions of the variou s 

boys doe s not ring true and reads quite differently to the Nelson Lee 

Libra ry stories , even allowing for the fact that it was not written in the 

first person as the Lees were at that time . My con sider ed opinion is 

that Brooks supplied the plot for the story and then someone else wrote 

it up . This is more or less confi rmed on the title page where it say s 
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"By the Edit or and E . S . Broo ks author of the St . F r ank ' s stories 
appea r ing in the Nelson Lee Lib rar y" . 

Brooks alwa ys maintained that anything under hi s name was 
written by him but he must have overlo oked thi s one . Bob Blythe , in 
his Bibliograph y, li sts it as being by Brooks but at the time of compilin g 
his massi ve volume he had never seen a copy except in the Br iti sh 
Museum . He ha s since se cur ed one and now agrees with what I sa y . 

In the course of co rr espondence several other Lee collect ors 
have remar ked to me how odd som e of the St-. Frank' s stor ie s in the 
4d . B. F . Lib . read t almo st as if they were by another author . I do 
not know abou t any others but I do feel sure that "The Idol" was a ro gue 
sto ry . if I may put it like tha t, and a pr etty poor one into the bargain . 

*:I<* ,k * * * * * * * * ** * * *******>I:***"' ,I , 

f,LAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

I trust you wi ll a ll en joy Bla ki a n.a t his month with its somewhat unusu a l items . I feel 

sure that in the dim .and distant p;ist I have re a d sto ri es with a sim ilar theme of T ab u runn ing 

throug h but I .am un a ble to r e c a ll the titles or authors. Mayb e so me one ca n remember and 

co uld let me know . 

I should be ple ased to have any a rt icl es for the Annu a l by t he end of the month . 

That is th e la tes t date possible f or Eric to prep ar e the items for the Annu al , so ple ase ge t 

down to writing some thi ng fo r me. 

A Qmz QUESTION by John Br idgwa ter 

Quiz que st ions are a very popular form of en tertainment the se 
days.. We all like t o pit our wits against the panel and try to answ er 
the questions more quickl y or bette r than they do. So, let me pos e a 
"Round Britain Quiz" type ques tion for your enter tainm ent . 

Que stion : What experience was shared by an American Lord of fifty 
involved in Union troub le s on a Pa cific Island and an Englis h 
investigator looking into the cause s of coconut dise ase on the 
shore s of the Indian Ocean ? 
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Answe r: Tabu . Both Sexton Blake and Steve McGarr ett wer e put out 
of actio n by being put under Tabu at the instigation of the 
criminals they were pursu ing . Thi s ensured that they did 
not receive help of any sort from the local population and s o 
we re most effecti vely prevent ed from inte referi ng wit h the 
machinati ons of the cr iminals . 

G . H . Teed used this ve r y unusual de vice in 1925 in "The Sec ret 
of the Coconut Grove " (SBL 2nd series No . 1 - see my article in 1980 
C ,D " Annual} . 56 years la ter it was used acgain in the ITV series 
"Hawaii 5- 0" in the two - part stor-y "A Lion in the Str eets" sc reened in 
Ju ly 198L (F or those unacquainted with Hawaii 5- 0, Jack Lord pla ys 
the part of police chief Steve McGarrett - hence the clu es in the 
question .) 

Can anyone supply the answers to some further questions ? Did 
Teed invent this ingenious method of putting the chief inves tigator out of 
action? Did the author of HHawaii 5-0" re-invent it or borrow it from 
Teed? If neither , from whom was it borrowed? It would be mos t 
interesting to know. 

Re the Gerald Verner film, the last one in the July list , this film 
is not a Blake one although the story was written by a Blake author . Of 
course it may be that this detective was originally Sexton Blak e , but I 
cannot link the Whispering Woman with any Verner (Donald Stuart) Blak e 
sto ry I know . 

The following list of l arge print books by Blake authors ha s been 
supplied by one of our keen Blak e fans , Mr . Gor don Hudson . Mos t 
lib r aries have a supply of these large print books in stock and very 
useful they are for people with rathe r poor sight . It would be fine if 
they would print some of our favourite Blake stories in this series. 

LARGE PRINT BOOKS BY BLAKE AUTHORS 

John N ewton Chance (John Drummond) 

Scr eaming Fog 

Berkeley Gr ey (E. S. Brooks) 
T he Big Brain (Norman Conquest ) 

cont'd ••• 
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LARGE PRINT BOOKS BY BLAKE AUTHORS contin ued 

Victor Gunn (E. S. Brooks) 
Dead in a Ditch 
The Next One to Die 
All Change for Murde r 
The Painted Dog 
Death a t Tra itor 's Gate (Insp. Ironside 

of the Yard) 

J. J. Mar dc (John C1•easey) 
Gi deon .'s Day 
Gi deon's Fi re 

Gideon's Forc e 
Gideon's Month 

Gid eon 's Ride 
Gideon 's Week 
Gideon 's Lot 

Gideon's Risk 

John Creasey 
Th e T error Tr ap 
The Black Spiders 
Death by Ni ght 

Death in the Tr ees 
The Long Searc h 
The Mists of Fear 
Quarrel with Murder 

A Splinte r of Glass 
The Tou ch of Deat h 

The Laughing Grave 
The Treble Chan c e Murder 
The Borgia Head Mystery 
Death on Bodmin Moor 

The Crooked Stai rca se 

Gideon 's Driv e 

Gid eon 's Fog 
Gideon 's Men . 

Gideon 's Press 
Gideon 's Riv er 
Gideon 's Wrath 

Gi deon 's Power 

The Drought (Dr. Palfrey) 
The Flood (Dr. Palfrey) 

The Inferno (Dr. Pa lfre y) 
The Plague of Silen ce (Dr . Pa lfr ey) 
The Mark of t he Cres ce nt (Dep art men t Z) 

A Gun for Inspector West 

Two for Inspector West 
Hang t he Littl e Man (lrup. West) 
Send Superintendent West 
Holiday for Inspector West 

Rep ort from the London "Evening News 11
, 18th July, 1923 

COMMONS 4 a. m . SITTING 

Str awberries and cream, ices , aliens and the Union Jack were 
among the subje cts which cropped up in the all - night debat e at the 
House of Common s . The House ros e at 4 . 15 a . m . 

The re had been livel y hour s . Mr . Kirk wood' s r eferen ce to 
the Union J ack as "that ra g which floats in every clime '' provo ked a 
r oar of disapprova l ru1d vehement demands for withdrawal of the 
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expression . 
(We wonder which Union Jack Mr . Kir kwood had in mind o The 

Editor of the weekl y paper , pr obabl y with tongue in cheek , pointed out 
that hi s "Union Jack" was not a rag . ) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
A VISIT TO WINCHESTER COLLE GE by Roger Jenkin s 

The background det ail s concerning Gr eyfr iars always seemed to 
be mo s t car efull y etched in memo ry 1 mo re so than in the case of the 
othe r Hamil tonian sc hools . When Les Rowley and I were shown ro und 
Winchester College r ecentl y 1 I began to wonder anew about a possible 
model or models for Gre yfr iars , and I looked and listened with a 
sha rpened inter est . 

As we entered the arched gatewa y , the hea vy wooden doors 
scar r ed with the marks of Cromw ellian arrows , the por ter ' s lodge was 
on tbe right , but the mode r n Gosling was not looking for a tip - he was 
chiefly interested in the sale of picture postcards . The first point of 
call was the chapel , and though Bob Cherry use d to r efer to "preggers" , 
the chapel at Greyfriars was not closely associated with the plot of any 
famou s stories . The Medie val cloisters , however , brought all sor ts of 
memories to mind , from Skinner furti vely smoking cigarettes to 
mysteriou s strangers knocking people on the head and imp r isontng 
their victims in a cellar benea th . The only danger in the Winchester 
Coll ege cloisters , on the othe r hand , came from above where horde s 
of pigeon s roos ted . 

The seventeenth -cen tur y schoolroom ha s a beautifull y 
illu s trated Latin maxim at one end, inviting sc holars to lea r n or lea ve 
or be beaten , a maxim which might well have been appropriate for 
Gre yfriars 1 where few lef t but man y were beaten . (One wonders what 
STOPP would make of this.) Beyond the old schoolroom are the 
playing fields : a game of cricket was in progress on the second field 
(Littl e Side ?) and through an archway could be glimpsed the first field 
(Big Side ). It was plea s ing to see batsmen dressed as they were in the 
Magnet and not looking like astronauts about to land on a hostile planet . 
To the left , near the stre am , is the gardener's house , but 
Winches ter ' s Mimble seemed to be a bit mor e industrio us than the 
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Greyf r iars versionj as the grounds were irnma.culatel y kept o 
Winches ter has had as many re volts as Greyfriars o On one 

occasion the Juniors rebelled against the harshness of the older boys' 
discipline , and on another occasion the Warden was besieged i:n the 
dinin g ro om until he managed to es cap e and reac h the Sheriff , whose 
reinforc emen ts brought an end to the revolt . Mr o Brand er 1 s fictitious 
r eign at Gr eyfriars pales by comparison with the real thing at 
Wincheste r over the centuries . 

A Medieval quadrangle with a bell tower, a wall cover ed with 
ivy , war - memorial cloisters with the name "Wharton" pro min ent, the 
sanatorium in the distance - all helped to prov ide details of the 
Greyfriars background , but nea r the end my attention was caught by a 
circular wooden bench -s eat round an ancient tree . The don's wife who 
was showing us round was explaining that only members of the first 
eleven could s it there , but my mind , alas , began to wander . I could 
see quite clearly the illust r ation with Fisher T . Fish on one side of the 
tree attempting to blackmail Stace y into buying some worthless object 
for an extortionate sum whilst on the other side sat Mr . Quelch 9 hi~ 
face growing grimmer and grimmer . 

As we walked down College Street , past the house where Jane 
Austen died , I was quite certain that pa rt. at least , of the Winchester 
landscape had found its way into the pages of the Magnet . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * 
SOLVING A MYSTERY AND CREATING 

A MYSTERY by Maurice Hall 

The total of scholars . maste rs and local people for Gre yfr iars 
and the surrounding area was in the region of 200 char acters , Almos t 
every person bad a clearly defined personalit y, crone from a 
particular part of the country or from a foreign cHrnate from some far 
distant land " At various times tbe boys' parents , Aunts , Uncles and 
servants were described in detail. Each village , town, had its own 
public hou~e , local shops . police , rivers and parks , etc . All these 
places had a well established niche in tbe local terrain and distanc es 
could be calculated between key points . 

This minute detail was applied in particula r to the Greyfria rs 
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scene and proof of the success of this careful building of background 
shading can be seen in the mass of maps and documentation available to 
us all a 

Just consider the ramifications of this structure . Once 
established it held up well over the thirty .. odd years in the "Magnet" 
plus the , post -wa r ye ars in the I Bunte-r ' books and annuals . Of course 
over this period some small and a few large errors crept in o A number 
of our lea r ned fellow members will state that a tremendous number of 
things changed and that Hamilton was not that consistant, but a large 
number of variences came from the pens of the substitute write rs 9 

particularl y with regards to the characters of many of the main school ­
boys and masters. In 'Magnet ' 469 in his editorial chat , Pentelow 
mentioned that Mr . Richa r ds had arranged all the Remove boys in their 
studies for him , which be now listed for his readers. Pentelow then 
said - 1 As to the rest who are some times inquired about , - Esmond , 
Banthorpe , Leigh , Vane , Carlton and perhaps one or two more - they 
must be understood no longer to be at Greyfriars . This is on Mr . 
Richards own information , and you will hardly dispute the authority I 
think ' (end of quote ). The named juniors had been introduced by 
var ious substitute wr iters and were not accepted by Richards as 
permanent Remove member s . 

The 8t . Jim I s complement of characters was nearly as many as 
Greyfriars , about 170 . Rookwood , bad slightly less 1 a r ound 150. Each 
school was carefully described , each had a planned geographical 
location , each was set in a different county 7 t . e . Kent , ~ussex and 
Hampshire . If you take the th ree sc hools populations it comes to 520 
different characters , in three locations , plus the possibility of each 
school meeting one anothe r at sport or on holiday . An awesome 
complexit y indeed. 

But I have not fini shed - the r e were over twenty different schools 
created by Hamilton , admittedl y, not so full y detailed as the main three 
but one must not forget High Coombe , Grimslade 9 Carcroft 9 Sparsbott 9 

Topham 9 St. Kit 's - the list goes on and on, not forgetting that he 
created Ken King and the Rio Kid . 

Each ven ture of Ham ilton was just a little bit diffe t'ent from the 
last 1 he se ldom used the same name twice , Pm sure you get rny point , 
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he had so many varied st ory lines going the que st ion I ask is - did 
Charles Hamilton car ry all thi s information iu his head? I sub mi t that 
even though Hamilton was a genius at creating schools and populating 
them with supe r bly drawn cha t'acters , I believe that he kept Tecor ds of 
his creations . pr obably from the earl y 1920 1s unti l shortly before he 
died in 1961 . How else cou ld he have ref erre d to pa st events in the life 
of so man y principle characters in the Magnet and Gem st ories? Not 
Just a matter of a few weeks back , but often a number of yea rs back . 

I belie ve that once Hamilton 'realised that Greyfri ar s had become 
something of a permanenc y in the sc hoolboy fictio n fteld, he decided to 
commit a bas ic information of Gr eyfria rs. St. Jim ' s and Rookwood 
folklore to a r eference book . I t is likely that Pentelow in 1915 - 1918 had 
created a similar list of information whilst compiling the very detailed 
Greyfriars Gallery during this period , and no doubt he mentioned it to 
Hamilton at one of the editorial meetings . 

Hamilton would have by this time noticed the steadily growing 
number of readers ' letters in the Edit or ' s Chat which asked all kinds of 
questions about Greyfriars and its inhabitants. He must have been 
aware that his many readers were beginning to look for continuity and 
accuracy about people , places and events .. To sum it up - Hamilton 
had to take notes for the futu r e . 

However , many learned members of our collecting fraternit y 
have said that Hamilton carried all this information in his mind , tha t he 
had a fantasti c memory. I wr ote a letter to Casse ll s about the Butcher 
' Pr ospec tus of Greyfr iars Scho ol' and the auth or; s note that he had 
draw n his information from the record s of Frank Richards ; and thi s 
lead me to believe that he had stumbled on Hamilton 's file notes but 
Mr , Kenneth Parker who replied to me said that the reco rds refe rre d 
to, were obtained fr om the Magnet and Holida y annuals , plus the po st ­
war .&mter books . Mr . Parker furthe r said , "Hamilton was a 
journalist and a good one , whose focal point was the next press date , 
not posteri ty " - he added - "his (Hamilton ' s) RECORDS WERE A 
JOURNALIST'S , IN HIS HEAD ~ 11 

Convincing evidence against my Hamilton records idea and 1 ha~ 
begun t o believe that in spite of all my logic I must be wrong , and 
Hamilton was a genius of immense statue indee d. 



Page 20 

However $ las t year I received from a fellow collecto.r 1 Roy 
Moncrieffe ~ a letter that he had received from Frank Richards dated 
26th March

9 
1952 0 In this letter Richards made an interesting comment 

in answer to Roy' · s remark that he had , as a keen r eade r of the Magnet ; 
made a classified index of the Greyfriars characters and even of their 
football and cricket matches . Richards reply was "Of course , I had to 
keep such an index myself; but I neve r dreamed that any reader had 
done so o" I r epeat the key phrase . "I had to keep such an index myself" . 

Could this comment have been a polite palliati ve to a keen reader 
you may ask? The sort of remark a politician might make to a voter , a 
remark without any real meaning? No, I don't think so , because 
Hamilton , if he didn't want to answer a question would evase , but he 
wouldn ' t tell an outright lie o You will find this demonstrated in his 
stories , behind his words lie a pen- portrait of his own feelings and 
cha r acte r . A typical example of Hamilton 1 s art in evasion is shown in 
this extract. rHaeker is seeking Bunter who has been disguised by 
Wibley as the Prince of Bongoland } but Bunter in typical Bunter fashion , 
speaks in his natural squeak , , , I quote .•• "Hacke.r glared suspici ously 
at the E'amous :Five, "You know that Bunter is here ~" 

"Think be is hiding behind one of those pillars . you fellows?" 
asked Bob , "It certainly sounded to me like Bunter's voice "" 

"~o it did to me , " agreed Harry Wharton . "I can't see anything 
of him ~ " he added , which was a perfectly veracious statement as he had 
his back turned to Bunter and couldn ' t see him o • • ' 

Let us accept that an index was used by Hamilton , it would give 
a reasonable explanation as to how he managed to keep his many schools 
firmly in their respective places . However, it also provides another 
mystery . Where is the index now? So far , nobody has admitted that it 
ever existed , certainl y, no- one has admitted possession ·of it . 

Therefo..re I must surmise •• & I think it was probably a fairly 
small exe.rci se book or notebook , nothing very large or imposing . 
Miss Hood was never conscious of it when Hamilton was busy at the 
typewriter 5 but I would think that he would need little apart from a few 
reference books relative to the story he was working on . 

So what happened to this fuook? I think that Hamilton who was 
fiercel y possessi ve abou t his schoolboy creations 1 either burned it 
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hims elf when he rea lis ed that he could no longe r con tinue wr iti ng, or 
a sked that some close friend should dest r oy hi s pe rsona l note s . 

Hamilt on had been imitated by a vast number of substitute 
wr iters in hi s lifetime , but I belie ve that the grand old sc holar of 
schoolboy stories was not going to give a head start to anyone . 

Many have copied his wor k , but none have come to within a mile 
of his unique style . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
REVIEW 

FOR EVER BUNTER Frank Rifpa rds 
(Howard Baker : £7. 95) 

This volume , compris ing seven Magnets from the year 1925 , is a joy . Take our 

word for it . Seven tales from the pen of the greatest writer of school storie s, just as he was 

.coming into the real Golden Age of the Magnet and of his car ee r. Seven yarns whic h provide , 

not only splendid reading , but a lso much food for thought for the student of Hamiltoni a . 

The opening tale is, probably, the lea st of the seven in worth , borde r ing a little to o 

much on farc e . Bunter fin ds r eason to kid himself that he is descended from Sir William de 

Bont erre of Stuart times in a wee frolic reminiscent of, and probably rat he r inferior to, 

"Viscount Bunter" which had appeared in th e Magnet half a dozen years or so earlie r. 

Nev erthe less , in spite of the exaggera t ions , ther e are genuinely amusing sequen ces. 

"Pl ayi ng the Goa t ", in spite of an indiffer .ent title , is possibly the most int erest ing 
tal e in the book. A fine yarn of cricket, which needed expanding into a seri es, Why it was 

not exp a nded beyond the one yarn is a mystery . The Bounde r fa lls out with Hany Wharton , 

a nd is drop ped from the crick et ele ven. He signs on with Temple & Co. of the Upper 

Fourth, and plays for T emple 's team. Incredibly , T emple doesn't use his new recru it as a 
bowler , and sends the Bounder in at ninth wicket down . The wbole th ing h a puzzle , an d 
there ar e oth er things in the ta le to gi ve the reader food for thought, 

An enti re arti cle in our "Let ' s Be Controvers ia l" se r ies was devoted to analysing t his 

Magnet story. The articl e was No. 201 entitled "An Hour to Play and th e Last Man In" 
(C , D. No. 341 , May 1975) . Reader, who possess th at copy of C. D. should turn to the 

article a ft er reading the stoty. 

The next y arn is another single "Buck Up , Bunte,•" , in which Dad is not at a ll 
satisfied with his plump son is progress at Greyfri ars. Gre at stuf f for Greyfriars fans, with lots 

of lau ghs. 
Fin a lly , the sta r turn, the 4 - sto ry serie s about Ragged Dick. This is a splendid 

school novel, which plays on the heart - strings in so many ways. fn parts it is real Lyceum 
melodr a ma , and the contrivanc e of the whole thing makes it almost beyond belief . But it 
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is so well -written , wit h such pun ch, with fine chara c te:risation. , with t he out come never cut 

and dri ed t ill the last c ha pte r. And contrivance, whic h is anothe r name for coin c idence , is 

the spic e. of life for us in our reading , as othe r great writers lik e Ta lbot Baines Rea d had 

realis ed long y ears befo re , The fi na l stoty in the Ragged Dic k series is one of the trul y gre at 

moments in Mll.gnet histo ry. 

From every vi ewpoint , this volume is a winne r. One ca n mention that the 
Greyfriars HeroJd supplements , in the centre of each Mag ·net at th i s time, proyide piquant 

inte rludes , a nd spice the main attractions . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * 
TWILIGHT AT AMALGAMATED? by J .E .M . 

It is j ust ove r fifty yea rs since the Amalgamated Press launched 
a new story - paper called the ~tartler . It bore a str ong resemblance to 
the D . C . Thomson pape r s , Adventure , Wizard and Rover , which were 
by then giving AP some serious competition and it is extremel y 
interesting to examine the contents of an average copy . 

Typi ca l sto r ies from the Star tler included The Black Avenger 
and his red submarine; Wulf of the Wolves , a kind of Tarzan of 
Afghanistan (the location ; you r emembe r, of a famous Thomson 
character , Wolf of Kabul) , and Bungo Bang the Boy Conjuror . Any of 
these , like the cove r of the magazine itself , might well ha ve come 
st r aight from Adventure or Wizar d - except for a lack of that 
umn istakeable Thomson exuberanc e , Somehow . AP seemed unea sy 
with its new depa r tur e and the proof of the pudding· was in the eating; 
the Startler lasted only two years . 

In 1931 , AP tried a different sort of venture with the Ranger . 
Very far from being an imitation Thoms on, Rang er was something of a 
r agbag of every known AP s tyle . An issue in my po ssess ion contai n s 
The Mystery Man of Mayfair (which , with its Arthur Jones ill us tra tion s 1 

would not have been out of place in the Thriller or Bullse ye); The 
Fourth Form at Gr im s lade , a kind of infer ior Gre yfriars , by F r ank 
Richards; a soccer yarn by Hedle y Scott j and a full back ~page cartoon 
about Paradi se Alley , fairl y obvi ousl y ba se d on Case y Court . The 
most memorable series in Range r was probably Baldy' s Angels s the 
sag a of a First World War fighte r plane squadron , no doubt inspired by 
the then recent film , Hell's Angel s .. The Range r recipe , however , 
fare d no bette r than the ~ta.rtler 1 s . Two yea r s afte r it s fi r st 
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appea r ance , it was la vishly re vamped with st ory changes and a large r 
page size i rut thi s new lease of life was br ief. Publica tion ended in 
Septembe r 1935 . 

Another short - lived ventu r e fr om AP dur ing this per iod was 
the Surp r ise , a would- be companion to Bulls eye . I per sonally r ecall 
two stor ies from Surprise , both , I think , illu str ated by Leonar d 
Shields . These wer e Night Rid er of the Rhondda , an unusual tale about 
an avenge r who r ode the famous Welsh valley on nothing m or e glam oro us 
tha n a moto r bike , and Black Whip, Gang- buste r . the latte r , in his one­
pie ce . skin - tight suit and mask , being mu ch closer to a Thom son- style 
he ro . Today something of a collec tor ' s item . Surp r ise surv ived only 
eighteen month s 3 its las t issue .appear ing in November 1933 . 

AP 1 meanwhile , als o seemed to be having problems with one 
of its most famous and established offer ings . In 1932 , the Union Jack , 
for nearly for ty years Sexton Blake ' s weekl y chr onicle , was turned into 
Detective Weekly which , after a feeble fanfare , soon declined and eked 
out its final years on a diet of reprint s. Other AP stalwarts , of 
course , like the Magnet , Gem. Modern Boy and Champi on carried a 
loyal following till the Second World War (the Champion actuall y 
survived till 1955 ) but , by and large , the tr uly great days were over by 
the middle '30' s . 

In contrast 1 this period saw the Thoms ons go from strength to 
strength . In the same year that AP launched the Startler , Thoms on 
added the ~kipper to its original trio and , three years 1ater , in 1933 , 
came Hotspu r which lasted long into the post -war era . The cau ses of 
AP' s apparent decline and Thomson' s rise are endles s ly debatable but 
one thing is beyond argument . Adult readers still go back to the fron t­
rank AP story - pape r s , not only with nostalgic affection but for 
genuine reading pleasure . 

Do old Thomsonians go back to tales of Morgyn the Mighty or 
Rockfist Rogan for the same reasons ? 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * **** * * 
WANTED : MAGNETS 409 , 469 , 47 1- 4 , 498,501 , 505- 6 , sos, 520 - 1, 551 . 564 , 690 - 1, 700, 723 , 
727, 1651 , 1659-60 , 1664 - S. GEMS 185 , 479 , 482 - 3, 485-6 , 488 , 494 , 1388, GREYFRIARS 
HERAX,DS, most. NELSON LEE with TRACKETT GRIM. BB of Greyfriars School. 

48 SHALMARSH, BEBINGTON, WTRRALL 
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NtW$ ot tM Old &c>ys· &ok Clubs .... 
LONDON 

With three emi nent F r ancisc an scholars , Bob Blythe 1 Reuben 
Godsave and Jim Cook , present and a hum orous extract from N . L . L o 
old series , number 222 read by Ray Hopki ns of Han diort h' s three pairs 
of smeUy kippers and Bob Blyt he read ing some mo re of the Brooks 
letters , the r e was an atmosphere of ~t. F r ank's at the Kingsbu ry 
meeting . 

Not to be outdone . Roger Jenkins obliged with the extre mel y 
funny chapter taken from one of the issues of the China ser ies that 
dea lt with the Bunte r family at the bre akfa st table , at Bunter Vill a . 

More nost algic mem ories of the East Dulwi ch me eti ng of 
August 1964 ; were pr ovided 11y Bob Blythe reading extracts from the 
September iss ue of that year , 

The Eliminat or competition was won by Roy Pa rso ns . The Rev. 
Arthur Bruning was the winner of Don Webster's quiz . Winifred Mors s , 
travelling up from her Suffol k home , was in second place . 

A fairly long tea inte rv al was enjoyed and Bob and Louise were 
suit abl y thanked for thei r hospitalit y . 

Next meeting at Reuben and Phyllis Godsa ve ' s I..eytonston e 
residence on Sunday , 13th September . Tea will be provided , but br ing 
your own tuck . 

BEN WHITER 

NORTHERN 

Meeting held Satur day . 8th August ~ 1981 

A special welcome wa s given by our meeting , to Myra Alli s on 
who had paid us one of her infreq uent visits: it wa s good to see her 
again - and she had kindly br ought along some of her own made fruit 
cake , for r efreshment time o · 

Another fri end we have not se en for a long time at the Nort hern 
Section , was Mr o Breeze Bentl ey , author of man y article s in the C .D . 

Special mention was made of the fact that one of our members 
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from the early days , Mr o Bill William son, would achie ve the age of 80 
years , in the forthcoming week . Bill looked as well as ever and 
ce rtainl y does not look his age'. 

We spoke ab out the recent Comic Mart held in Leeds , and noted 
that a small amount of Old Boys' material bad been tbere o 

The highlight of the evening was the two talk s given to us by 
Breeze Bentley . Fi rstly, a long and informative paper concerning Bob 
Cherry's "romance" with Matjorie Hazledene . From Bob Cherry's 
arri val at Greyfriars in Magnet number 2, to the last mention of 
Marjori e in Magnet 1666, Breez e gave accounts of how the "r omance" 
developed over the ye,ars - but in effect, bad only been over a period of 
two or three terms . 

After refreshments, another talk given by Breeze concerning 
that lazy character , Lord Mauleverer . A very interesting evening it 
turned out to be - and special thanks were extended to Breeze for his 
efforts and research : we hope we can see him again at our meetings , 
in the not too distant future. 

JOHNNY BULL MINOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
(Interesting items from the 

Eaitor' s let te r - bag) 

EDWARD CHAMBERS (Burton - on- Tr ent): Am I your youngest 
subscriber? I am only fifteen years old , and have been a keen collector 
of Cha1•les Hamilton is work for a couple of years now. My modest 
collection is growing all the time . 

(We think you must be , Edward , though plen ty of our older read ers started as young as you 

are. - Ed.) 

W. W. EDWARDS (Northfleet): Once when I went home with the "Boy s' 
Friend", my father said "Don't ever bring that book home again . It 
should be called the "Boys' Enemy"" . And he tore it up . But I had 
many more . 

(As we mentioned last month , Mr. Edwards has just celebrated his 95th birthday. So we hav ·e 

80 years between ouryoun gest aid our oldest readers, - Ed.) 
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Dr o P . McCAL:i (Wokingham) : I don ' t know if you have had an answer 
to the query about the "Bi .rd in Hand" but this is mentioned in Magnet 
Nu. 797 - it is in Oak Lane and sometimes frequented by Loder ~ 

I would like to say how much I enjoy the magazine and always 
look forward to the beginning of the month . 

W ¢ 0 . G , LOFTS (London): Regarding the Pub "Bird in Hand" Jim 
surprised that no- one so far has written to you about thi s o It appeared 
in the Hamilton story of Greyfriars in the 1923 Annual , "Nugent Minor s 
Le s son" , This tale has a whole story behind it 1 as it originally was 
intended to be part of a series of Jack Drake v Nugent that was running 
in the Boys ' Herald in 1921 , It probably had got lost somewhere , then 
the y could not use it out of sequence - so they used it in the Holida y 
Annual with some sub - editor making Drake - Rake t No doubt thinking 
readers of The Magnet would know that Drake had left Greyfriars by 
this time to become assistant to Ferrers Lock o As Roger Jenkins 
pointed out some years ago , Rake had also left Gre yfr ia rs by this time , 
It al s o did not make sense when Drak e and Rodne y appeared in the long 
Greyfriars tale in the 1924 AnnuaU 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT : Charles Hamilton told me tha t some stories he had originally 
wr'itten for the Boys I Herald were ac tuall y published eventually in the Magnet, One of these 

was a lmost c ertainl y "The Chr istmas Candles" of late 1921 in the Magnet - two short Herald 

tales j oined togethe r , "Hat,y Wharton' s Trust" , the unusually late Chr istm as tale of Magnet 

1920 was probably anothey twosome from the Herald , ) 

LEYLAND VINCENT (Mancheste r) : Certain writers of schoolboy 
fiction seem to recei ve very little notice in C .D " and the existence of one 
of them has never even been acknowledged . I was int r oduced to the work 
of Harold Avery at a very early age . His stories were well wr itten

3 
with 

no boring details , but nearl y always with a little mystery in them which 
held the interest . Is there much known about him? 

It se ems a pity that , when writers like Goodyear (who filled page 
after page about cricket) , Gunby Hadath ~ and Wodeh ouse crop up time 
after time . Harold Avery is sadly over looked . Even mo.re neglected is 
Andrew Home , yet he wrote some fine exciting stories o "Bravo , Bob~' '; 
"The Spy in the School' \ and others o Does anyone remember him? 

Finall y, there is one creation of Frank Richard s who always 
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seemed completely unneces sary . and that was Sammy Bunter o 

RONNlE HUNTER (Vehtnor ): The or ganist at the Trocodero . Elephant 
& Castle , was Quentin Maclean . I heartil y endorse what has been 
wr itten pre viousl y about this cinem a in the pages of C oD . and the 
magnifi cent shows which were put on there during the earl y thirtie s . 
The Tr oe was really a bit "off my beat" as my youth was spent where , 
of course, "our" famous brand - new picture house of those days was the 
lovely and luxurious "Commodore" at Chiswick (Joseph Musc ant 
directing the Gold Medal Orchest ra , assisted by Harry David son later 
of Old Time Dancing fame) at the migh ty or gan . 

Stiil , I did cross London to visit the Tro e on numerous occaRions 9 

and I particularly recall a visit made in 1933 when tbe bill of fare 
included THREE films , a bicycle competition on stage , and other 
att r actions , plus Quentin Maclean at the organ o Lest it be supposed 
that I am drawing the long bow by speaking of three films in ONE show, 
I can add that the three films were "Hard to Handle" (Jame s Cagney) , 
"Hearts of Humanity" (Jean Hersholt ). and "That's My Boy" (Richard 
Cromwell and Dorothy Jordan ). The date : 17th June , 1933 . I had gone 
to the Oval to see Surrey play , with the di s tinct hope of seeing Jack 
Hobbs batting . There was no play owing to rain , so I opted for the 
"Troe", 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT : Three films in one show were no ra rity at the Tro e . I once. saw 

two films and a n entire touring pantomime on sta ge . Supporting the big , films there was 

a lways a huge stage show of top- cla ss artists. r remembe r Sophie Tu cker making a spee ch 

to the audien ce after her act, and referring to "This beautiful , beautiful theatre". She was 

right. Thos e under 40 today don ·1t know what tbe:y missed by being born too late . The huge 

shows at the Troe, brought c ompl a ints from ci nemas of smalle r ca pacity. lt was the 3 , 500 

ca pa c ity a t the Tt'OC which enabled th em to provide such extravag ant enterta inment . This 
was the direct ca use of a new c lause in all our film contra cts , whi ch stipulated that "the 

entire programme of which this film forms part shall not ex ceed a total playing -t ime of 3! 

hours. " Actually the clause was not strictly observed , but it curbed the Troe. 

I tho ught th at the Commodore . Cinema was at Hammersmith - or am T being 

parochial? Or were there two Commodore Cinem as in that area of London?) 

ESMOND KADISH (Hendon): Does the Princess like Morco ve? She 
should' . There was a mistre s~ called Miss Kitten there in 1934 who 



Page 28 

tu r ned out to be a bit of a "cat" . 

VIC TOR GILES (Barking )~ Have you noti ced that a Biggles story is 
curre ntl y be ing told on Radi o 4' s "~tory - tim e" pr ogr 'amrne ? 

I caa ' t sa y that I know very much about thi s r ather fam ous 
charac te r . Pe r hap s becau se he appear ed - I thi nk - in "Mode r n Boy ", 
a paper I never read a gr eat deaL 

Wha t doe s occ ur to me is that if Captain Jo hns can be bro adca st , 
why not F r ank Ri cha r ds ? A comp let e "Magnet" ta le would fit very we ll 
in to a wee k·· long se ri e s of "~to.cy- time" reading s . Who knows , a little 
campaign to that end di r ec ted at the producer might pr oduce a 
fav ourable r e spon s e ? 

A problem would be to sele ct one suitable story from so man y~ 
The BBC would pr obabl y end by ch oos ing a piece by a substitute 

auth or ". a 

L . E . KING (Che sham) ~ I well r emembe r the "Gems" of 1931 when 
" Tom Merr y - New Boy" and subseque nt i ss ues we :re re pr inte d . At th e 
time . being only 9 yea r s old , I reall y th ought the s e we r e actuall y Qfil¥ 
sto rie s . The firs t "Gem" I ever r ead wa s "Th e Man fr om Ange l Alle y " 
which wa s a genuin e Charl es Hamilto n effort - earl y 1931, 

LE S LIE ROWLEY ,.Pen zanc e ): In the C .D . thi s m onth , in your 
edit or ial ; you wonde r wh o the ur gani st was at the Troc ade .co. My bet 
i s that the name you wer e cha sirig wa s Quen tin Maclea n, who was the 
'res id ent "! organi st th e r e for som e year s . Regi nald F oor t and ~andy 
Macphe rs on al so pla yed at th e Tr oe on the odd occ a sion, so did ~idne y 
Torch 7 but Quentin w as th e r es ide nt . My fa the r al s o pla yed that 
magnificen t or gan once or twice as a r elief organis t . 

~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED : B.F.L . 518 - Th e Great Disaste r; S. O. L, 338 - The Pr ice of Loya lty; 

B. F . L. 679 - The Lion a t Bay ; B. F. L. 684 - The Lion 's Rev enge. 

HANGER , 10 PARK SQUARE, KING'S HEATH , NORTHAMPTON 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * £8 ea ch offered Sexton Blake 's 1st seri es, No, 184 , "T he Ci ty of Apes"; 197 , "The Yello w 
F ge e 11

• About six ty 2nd se ri es r equked to c omplete . 3rd sedes No , 39, "Pte . Cart e r ' s Cr ime" ; 
U. J. 934 , "The Mone y F lood" . £2. 50 - £ 3 ea c h offe red or state pr ic e re quired . 

H. OWENt 28 NARCISSUS ROAD 1 LONDON N. W. 6 
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WANTED : Monster Library , any issues ; Greyfri ars Holiday Annual 1941; Magnets , Red 

Series , 1 to 396 , blue - wh ite series 1 397 to 769; Crompton 1s "Willi am The Lawless ", 

"Will ia m The Supe rman" , "Always A Knight" ; Bruce Campbell ' s Ken Holt Mystery stories. 

JAMES GALL, 49 ANDERSON AVENUE, ABERDEEN 

Tel. ABERDEEN 0224 491716 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: Certain Howard Baker vo lumes / singles . Please send details to :-

HANGER, 10 PARK SQUARE, KING'S HEATii , NORTHAMPTON 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
PUT ME AMONG THE GIRTS says Tony Glynn 

Well , there I wa s with some time for relaxation on my hands 
and I somehow became interested in recent Annual articles in which 
Mrs . Cadogan and Messrs . Kadic:ih and Keen dealt with the girls' schools 
featured in the "Schoolgirls' Own" and the "Schoolgirl" . 

Now, I'm ashamed-to admit it, but when the distaff -side of the 
hobby began to manifest it self in some strength a few year s ago , with 
Mary Cadogan so well to the fore with the banner , I was mjffed . After 
all, we were the Old Boys ' Book Club, weren't we? Why should the 
girls butt in ? Let them go off and form their own club . 

All quite wrong, of cour'Qe, but perhaps a reflection of my 
feelings so long ago when my sister regularly read the 11Girlg 1 Crystal" 
which, like anything to do with girls , I knew to be downright soppy . It 
eventually dawned on me that I simpl y did not know Cliff House and 
Morcove and perhapci the recommendations of Mary, Esmond and 
Tomm y might be worth following . 

I remembered that I had a re print of a 1936 "Schoolgirl" in the 
1974 Howard Baker Holida y ?\nnual , hitherto unread , thanks to my 
age-old objection to sappiness . I was in a calm and peaceful mood and -
perhaps - better fitted to the feminine world rather than to the japeCi, rags 
and horseplay of Greyfriars , St . Jim I s or St . Frank's . So, why not 
give it a try? 

I began to r ead the Cliff House story , "Standing By Stella", in 
that volume of re -print s , found I quHe liked it , then became absorbed . 

Not that all was gentle and ladylike at Cliff House . This tal e 
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tald how Stella Stone, trying to l!lwot for an exam in the hope of 
becoming a vet, was victimised by spiteful senior prefect Sarah 
Harrigan, who !!let out to prevent her studieR. In a war of nerve~. 
Sarah really turned on the nastiness and ended by putting Stella deep 
into trouble with the bead, Mi1!1"4 Primrose. 

I became quite fond of ~tella. Laidler' s illustrations showed 
her, in high heels and the fashionable skirt-length of 1936, to be an 
attractive young adult rather than a schoolgirl. She wa~ ~ry much put 
upon and had all my sympathy. 

Gradually, I became quite interested in Cliff House and it"II ca~t 
of characters, I was pleasantl y surprLcied in Bessie Bunter. My 
earlier memory of her dated from a time when she turned up in a 
"Magnet'' story immediately pre-war. It had to do with her calamitieq 
as an ice- ,qkater and she came acrogs simply as a female Fat Owl. In 
thie ~tory, however, she was ~omething other than Billy Bunter in drag. 
True, someone l'!tuck a pen in her ear during a row in form, but it did 
not become one of those howling, ya rooh-ridden incident!~ aA would 
probab ly have been the ca se with her brother. 

Later, with poor Stella !luffer ing badly under the attentions of 
Sarah, Bessie ~uggested to her study-mates that perhaps they 01hould 
invit e Ste ll a to tea and I recalled that one of the Annual writer~ had 
referred to l3eqqie having a sympathetic s tre ak. 

Jemima Cargtairs, of whom I'd heard in the past, was something 
of a background figure, but I'd lik e to know more of her and Babs and 
Mabs seemed to be a pair whose further company I'd enjoy . 

"Standing By Stella " wa-- obviously the beginning of ·a series 
dealing with the friction between the hapless Stella and the awful Sarah 
whol!le 9urnarne, I not ed, needed only a change of one letter to become 
"Harridan". I wonder bow it all turned out? 

Perhapq, one day, I'll know. After all, one of tbe attractions of 
the hobby i~ that we can paAq on our enthusiaqrn s to each other and this 
encounter with Cliff Houqe, brief though it was, made me quite happy to 
be among the girl!'1 with the !'Wales lifted from my eye~. 

I haven't a doubt that I'll return because, Mary, Esmond and 
Tommy, I think you can qay you've made a con vert. 
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I REMEMBER , I REMEMBER --- by R o Goodman (Australia) 

My earliest periodicals were the "Mabel" series about the gir l 
who was the friend of the Fairy King , and a companion series about a 
"King Pippin" who performed many feats . They were small booklets of 
about octa vo size. 

My next love was t he Jolly Jester, a great little paper giving 
stories as well as funny strips. I well recall "The Black Moth", 
"Springheel Jack" , "Hawkshaw", and - one of the best - "The Seven 
Secrets of St. Ormes" . Incidentally , the last introduced (as one of the 
secrets) what today would be a cloged circuit television, where the 
picture was fonned on a rotating drum but was akin to a motion picture. 
Unfortunately, the Jester ceased to arrive due to the war, about, :t think, 
1916, so preventing my learning of what happened to "The Dauntless 
Three" - an English, French, Irish combination of soldiers who seemed 
to manage a private war of their own. 

Later, I became acquainted with the Nelson Lee Library, the 
first I recall being "Fangs of Steel" with Lee in hie detective role r alcio 
his encounter with Jim, the Penman, as in "The Monk of Montressor" , 

Still later, with · Lee and Nipper at St. Frank' 9, I followed their 
adventures with various characters ,·such as Handforth of nose -punching 
ability , and , later , the advent of his younger brother . Such stories as 
"The Bullies' League" and "Barring Out the Bully" ; the adven t of John 
Busterfield Boots and many others are happy memories, not forgetting 
Lord Dorrimore . 

Slightly before Nelson Lee , came the Gem , with Tom Merry , 
Baggy Trimble, Arthu r Augustus, D' Arey, and man y others who 
delighted me no end . 

Here I commit a heresy - I just could not take to the Magnet'. 
Horror'. 

My main delight was the annual appearance of the Chums volume . 
I received my first volume - that for 1910 - at the age of four . I still 
have this . Although in a bit of a me-ss . the stories are still readable . 
I have man y later volumes of Chums . My first Boys' Own Annual came 
in 1913 . I wa~ grieved to find that S. Walkey ' ~ pirate yarns came in 
alternate years , and so I developed a yearning for the volumes for 1911 , 
1913 and 1915, 
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DEAR PRINCESS SNOWEE 

Dear Princeu Snowee, 
Ju11t a few line• to say Hello and hope you and your family are 

well. Mum ~ays you are having cold weather at your place. It ilim't all 

that warm here. I don't like the cold weather. I am allowed to sit in the 

armchair and watch T. V. Do you like T. V. Snowee? I love 8torieSJ 

with hor11es in them. When a film with horses comes on T. V. I sit up 

to watch. Polly love111 a "punch up" and when there is a fight on T. V. 

9he goe g right up to the T. V • and gets very excited. 

Mum was so pleased la9t week, when a friend gave her some 

lovely old Mickey Mouse Annuals. She 8howed me some of the pictures. 

I've never seen a mouse before with clothe~ on. We sometimes watch 

the Mickey Mouse Club on the T. V. 

Well, dear Snowee, I'll finieh off here, so till next time, keep 

your paws warm and I'll say cheerio and all the best. 

With love from your Pen Pal, 
BOBBY (New 7.ealand) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE: good cond iti on Magnets - 1929, 1932, 1934, 1935, 1936, 1937, About 100 

copies, £1. SO each. Also Gems - 1420, 1423, 1434, £1 each. Still looking for 1931 

Wizard. 
W. WATSON , OLYMPUS, SANDFORD MILL ROAD 

CHELMSFORD, ESSEX 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SAM THURBON wishes to tell all his frieqds in the world oC Old Boys' Books that from 

7th September, 1981, his address will be : 

22 SION COURT , SION ROAD, TWICKENHAM 

MIDDLESEX, TW1 300. (01 -892-5314 ) 

* * * * ** "'* * * •• * * * *"' * * * ~"' * *"' "'* * * .. *"' * *. * 

THIS YEAR'S ANNUAL WILL BE THE 

CORA!t JUBILEE EDITION 

35 Years of the Annual 
Make sure to ORDER YOUR COPY EARLY 

Edited hy Eric f:tyne, Fxcel~io r Housl' . 113 Crookham Rd .. Crookham, Nr. Alde i,hot , Hants, 

Litho dup li cating by York Duplica ti ng S<!rvices, 53 Low Petergate, York, Y0 1 2HT 


