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Still some bargains left - also 50 Pilots from £30 
(my selection) and Young Britai ln, 50 for £20. 

Just back from Book binders - newly bound 
Thomsons , Adventure , Rover, Hotspurs, Wizard, post 
war in complete year and half-year volume . Fine cloth 
covers , gilt lettering on spine , as new'. 

SBL's . All series , inclluding 20 Vols. (approx. 6 
per Vol.) of 1st series, complete with original covers. 
New purchase . 

Hendersons Wild West Library in magnificent i 
leather bound volumes , v . g. c. 14 vols . , two in loose 
copies . From Vol. No. 1. The lot , £178 . The bindings 
alone would cost over £25 each now~ Large collection of 
bound "Penny Dreadfuls" acqui ;red . 

Lots of other bargains . I might give you a price 
for a quantity buy of my selection regards particular 
numbers. 

Prices are likely to go up next year, so get in on 
the good stuff before then' . 

The usual complete selection of Howard Baker 
Facsimiles including the Book Club specials. 

Your wants list appreciated, but please chase me 
from time to time . Remember, satisfaction always ~ 

NoRMAN SHAW 
84 BELVEDERE RD. , UPPER NORWOOD 

LONDON SE19 2HZ 

Nearest Station (B .R.) Crystal Palace 
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CORAL JUBILEE 

A Word from 
the Skipper. 

SPECIAL ENLARGED 

35th BIRTHDAY NUMBER 

Why Coral? You may well ask . The answer is that I just don't 
know . Way back in the few years prior to the first Wor ld War, those 
lovel y old papers for girls - Girls' Friend, Girls' Reader, and Gir l s' 
Home - which figure fairiy extensively in my own collection - used to 
give, in the ir editoria l columns, from time to time, a li st of the various 
anniversaries. Every few months the list would be repeated, so, 
presumably, there was a demand for it. 

Most of them were well known. 25 years , the Silver Jubilee. 
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50 years , the Gold e n one . 60 years , the Diamond . One almost a s well 
known is the Ruby Jubilee at 40 year s. Less used is the Pearl Jubil ee 
a t 30 years ... the one that we , at th e C . D . , ce lebrat ed jus t five years 

back . 
With our 35th birthda y app ro achi ng, I asked m yse lf whet her there 

is a prop er name for it . So 1 went to th ose love ly old books which charmed 
our grandm as . I didn't have to look fair . Ther e it was - 35 ye ars - Co r al 

Jubil ee . 
A bit s urprising , I thou ght . Sil ver is pr e ci ous , ru bie s ar e worth 

a lot , gold is ve r y va luabl e , and diamond s are a girl's best friend . 
But it never occu rred to me before that coral was worth much . 

It does now . F or the Coral rep r es en ts 35 re markable year s of C . D . 
35 ye ars ago thi s m onth , Her bert Leckenb y se nt out the first 

i ss ue, sta r tin g almost from scratch o He didn ' t ha ve anybody else ' s work 
to build upon . 

C .D . has not chang ed a lo t dow1n the tumbling years. We still 
manag e to find something new , nothing blue , every month . C .D . still 
mainl y covers the paper s of the period before 1940 , and that it will 
cont inue to do until its sun sets . We still manage to find space for brief 
r epo r t s of the activities of the Old Boy,s' Book Clubs, just a s in the ver y 
earl y days . Aft er a ll , it was C .D . and the enthu siasm it aroused that 
gave bir th to the clubs . 

York Duplicating Services , who, have been the C .D . printe rs 
almo st from the beginnin g, st ill do their wonderful shar e in maki ng C .D . 
what it is . For so long we associated ltbem with that historic York 
thor oughfare , the Shamble s. They ar e no longer in the Shamb les -· now­
adays the y are pa r t of a la rge concern . But they go on with the sple ndid 
work we kn ow we s hall always get fro m them , and it i s a matt er of rea l 
JOY tha t m y very dear fri end , Mr . Ken Gore - Brown e , is still man agin g 
affairs , jus t as he did in the old days. Long ma y he continue to do s o. 

Mary Pi ckford , once , wrote be :r autobiograph y under the ti tl e 
"Suns hine & Shadow ". If ever I took on the m onum ental task of writing 
the sto ry of my 22 ye ar s on the Skipper 's brid ge of C .D . , that also migh t 
make an apt title . 

But the su nshine ba s always been far, far more in evidence than 
the shadow , as the years have sped by 1 faster and faster . Toda y it is 
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more popula r th an it ha s ever been , and it will carry on while it s reade r i:, 
want it . 

As wit h Herloc k Shohneb , in 0ontest with Professor 
Hick orychicory {p rouounced Hickyc hi cky) my lif e, a s your editor , id iu 
com,tant dang er ., Rec~ntly I wa.,, charge d £L 50 for an all black type ­
writer r ibbon irL a W . H . Smit h t;hop . I tJearly dropped dead on t.he ;:,poL 
Some raader:;, , when t hey write t:o me , pc:rs b t in stapling thing:s toget her . 
I get smot hered wit h bl ood in t ryi ng t o r em m;e the st apleo c I am in 
dang er of dying from chro ni c anaemia . 

Elem-enf·ar y, m y dear Pri ncc:.3;:, Snowee . 
All jo king en ded , ~Iy t.hanks £Lest to my w0nderful rea der 61 all 

vve.c the Wide , Wide World . Thank you for your loya lt y , whi ch i s, 
pBrhap~ the m ost impo rt an t. Than k you f01· your affection and your 
encourate m ent . ThanK you, all our conuf but or::,, who help to keep the 
whee ls turning . (Doe ::. anyont: still re m~mber - wa& it rrBadge" 1 - m an 
old tale called "Hefon ' ::, Babiei:;" - who liked to see thE: "whee b go wound'-") 

Fin ally - a loving thank you to my be love d "Madam.11 (and she i::i 
your beloved "Ma dam 11

, too; if your ::stack& of letter8 a.re anyt hing to go 
by) - who 1s always there to cheer me on m y way and to lend a han d when , 
as often happens J she is r1eeded... Speaking of "Madam" I ca r, only ec ho 
Jane in "Ca v al c ad e " and s ay "Loyal and loving always" . 

Thank you ~ ever yone - on our 35th Bir thday , 

IT DIDN 1 T SEEM THE SAME -~ 

In a de li ghtfu l little item in this m ontb 'a S. P .C ,D . , M:c. Normar1 
Kadi s h comment s on what happ enc:d when there were chang'e8 of arti::3ts , 
afte r m any year s , in long - running ~er ies c How l'ight he is' . I re me mber 
lov ing Dre amy Dani el as a child - and then be ing sadl y disappointed when 
I cam e on D.ceamy, drawn by a diff eren t artist , man y yea r s on . Bt cau!:>e 
eve '.rybody as:-:lociat ed Macdonald with St.. Jim ' s , il is. lik ely tha t Warw ick 
Rey nold s 1 Br i.:.c0t , and 80m e others ma y ha ve had le;:,s than justict 

- 1. - -"."i' . - - • -- - - _'1 ---- ~- L_T. - ~ "I"'\.-- - -- -. .. _ , __ ,. _ ___ _ ,,,..,..- -..:: -. ~- ..3 r, h t'l•nw., , ll"))'t, w nen tney ru rn t!a up 1n ln ~ u a1n , .ot:Jca u:5e un~ a1way :::s a::,::,u1.;u11 .. cu '-"""'1-' "L "'u 

and Shieldti with Grn yf ia rs, there alw ays set med to be somet hi ng wrung 
when Mac ilh.i.::;tr ated the ~a .clie r Bunte r bookb , And Chapman sec!med 
wildl y 0ut ot pl ace whe1, w~ 10und him on the covel 8 of th~ St . Jim' e. 
Gc,ldbaw k se.tias . 
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As for Tom & Jerry, in the cinemas , they always seemed far 
inferior after new ar tists took them on , You neve r saw huma n faces in 
tbe he yday of those gorgeous cartoons -· just some black lad y's legs 
wobbling on a stool or waddling across a room . The new men showed 
the whole of human beings , and things were never the same again . 
Luckil y the changes did not come till after the Sma ll Cinemas had passed 
on. 

THE 1981 C .D . ANNUAL 

So far I have not screened the customary "trailer" to show y ou 
what is in store for you in the new Annual 9 due in Decemb er. So he re 
goes. 

Leslie Rowle y's "Scho ol for All Seasons" is Greyfriars , of 
cou rse . It is superbly constructed , and the opening page s , in which 
Mr , Rowle y takes us around the school and its neighbourhood , comprise 
one of the most delightful. passages tha t we ha ve ever publis hed . It will 
be a real j oy for all who love Gre yfriar ·s . 

Mary Cadogan' s cont ribut ions to our Year Book ar e alwa ys 
charming , but this ye ar she surpasses hers e lf with a s tunning ess ay on 
"Cats in Fiction" . You will love it - and yo u will love the pict ur es 
accompanying it. A C .D . Annual without Roger Jenkin s well to the fore 
would be a lmo st unthinkab le , and this year his contnbution on "Paul 
Pontife x Prout " must figur e among the best things he ha s ever given us . 
And that's saying a hatful , as the Rio Kid would obser ve . 

Nie Gayle is on the top of hi s for m with a fine article which has 
the intriguing title "A Gre yfr ia rs Guide, to St , Fr ank' s", and no Annual 
would be complete without a loving look at the much - loved St . Frank ' s 
by our old friend , Jim Cook . 

Harold Truscott , whose essays are so much enJoyed, is out­
st anding this year with a comparison of a St . Jim 's series and one of 
Gre yfriars , in both of which a si milar plot is used . 

Chr istophe r Lowder is with us t.o delight Sexton Blake fans with 
a remarkable article conce r ning Blake writers and artists , and John. 
Bri dgwat er uses his immen se knowledg:e of the great dete ct ive to pr oduce 
ye t another excelle nt item on Sexton Bl:ake . 

Jack Overhill is present wit h a lovely , warm - he arted little 
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fantasy Bntitled "The Dove" . Roy Parsons takes a master ful looK at the 
St. Jim's Goldhawk series of stories . 

Mr . Buddle is back in a new adventure of Slade entitled "A 
Matter of Principle" . Any amount of readers b.ave aske d for anothe r 
run for " Pongo 11

, the terrier which Mr . Buddlt adopted lm:1t year . So 
Pongo comes back for a seco nd ro mp " Our cover 1 as usual , come5 
from our gifted and gorgeous arti:st , Henr y Webb. And, of cour::.e , there 
i.::> still more , It is impoi:;sible to list everything . 

Just a warning . We can only, in these ha :rd tim es, print 
sufficienL cc,pies to supply tho se who have ordered in advance . Las t year, 
a good many readers came along too late . We art: very near the dead ~ 
line . Have yo u reser ved your copy yet? THE EDITOR 

* * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * ~ * ~ * ~ * * 

DANNYS DIARY 
NOVEMBER 1931 

In the recent General Election , which pr oduced a Nationa l 
Government , the Liberals did very badl y indeed . Mr. Lloyd George, 
who has led the Liberals since the year dot, has resigned and has gone 
to Ceylon for a holida y. The new leader of the Libera l s is Sir Herbert 
Samuel. 

The first story in the Gem thi s m onth is ''The Gunpowder Pl ot at 
St . J im 's" , and it is a Guy Fawk es' Day sto ry . In the next stor y "The 
Football Fake' \ Tom Merry got his chan ce to play for the First Ele ven 
when Sefton of the Sixth let the School down again st Redclyffe . 

Next "The Schoolb oy Smuggl ers" in which Tom Merry is ill and 
in the sanny, and hi s pal s smuggle food into him , Las t of the month i s 
"Eas y Term s for the Saint s' in which a rascal named Jex comes round 
selling things to the boys on the instalm ent system . The goods ar e no 
good , but the pa ymen ts go on, until the cburn s deal with J ex. 

The short Rookwood tales this month in the Gem are "Lovell ' s 
Painfu l Prank" (Lovell invit es everyone to sample a farmer's apple sh 
11No Cat ch for Manders", anoth er tale with Lovell in the limelight; "The 
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Ghost of Rookwood" in which Jimm y Sillver disappears; and "The 
Prisoner of the Vaults" . These ta les are not by the real Owen Conquest 
of the old days , and they're a bit thin . 

The daftest featur e in the Gem Jis a regular item which gives the 
results of football matches each week , and bring in the names of boys 
who are not at St . Jim's now. 

On 11th Novem be r, there was tlhe usual Armistice cere mon y at 
the Cen otaph , but it was too cold for the King to be present , and the 
Prince of Wales laid a wre ath , represemting the King . 

Two simply lo vely tales i.n the Schoolbo ys t Own Libr ar y this 
month . "The Fool of the Fifth" is, of ,course , Coke r . The man in blac k , 
named Poynings , who is the secretary to Coker's uncle, comes to suggest 
to Coker that he should not go home to Holly Lodge for Chris tma s. Coker 
shows him the door . And then Coke r disappear s " The sec ond part of this 
one will be next month. 

"The Fighting Schoolboy " is the tale of Oliver Lynn , the scho olboy 
pug who once fought professionally as the "Chicken" and who is the 
relati ve of St . Leger of the Fifth . One of the bes t dramatic St. Jim' s 
sto ries of all time , and very touching in parts . 

An aeroplane has tra velle d fr om England to Cape Town in five 
days , and this is a record . 

We went to Balham Hippodrome one evening and saw a tip - top 
rev ue on the stage . This was Bill y Merson in "Happ y Snaps" . Bill y 
Merson is a fwmy little man and a good comedian . He sang "The 
Spaniard who blighted m y life" , which ,is a fairl y old song , and be also 
sa ng "The photo of the girl I left behind" which had us all r oaring with 
laugh te r. 

In the third week of the month i 1n the Modern Boy, George 
Rochester 's series of sc hool stories about Greystones have ended after 
a long run . I suppose there ma y be an,other series of them, but I dido ' t 
r eally like them a lot. They have been replaced by a flying series "The 
Air Musketeers" by Capt . F r ank Shaw. And Alfred Edgar is nearly 
always there in the motor - racing tales . 

I had one Union Jack , ear ly this month . It contained "The Fifth 
Stair" by Anthon y Skene , and it was exciting and introduced Inspector 
Coutts . 
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A fai rly good month in the l ocal cinema s . We s aw Gary Marsh 
and Ann Todd in "Keepers of Youth" wh ich is a kind of thro w -off from 
the succes s of "Young Woodle y " and is about senior boys at school. 
The Headmas ter says to a pa rent : "We are the keepers of youth . Mr . 
Venner". Hoot Gibson was in hi s first t alki e "The Gay Buc ker oo", but 
I am not sure that talk doe sn't s low down wester n film s, though it is nice 
to hear the ga llop of horse~ ' hooves . Janet Gaynor and Warnt::r Baxter 
in "Daddy Longlegs" whicb ·was a kind of Cinderella story, Matheson 
Lang in "Carn iva l" . B:inita Hume, Ursula J ean s and Henry Kendall in 
"The Fl yin g Fool" , a British pi ct ure . E l i ssa Lat1di and Lew i ::; Stone in 
''Always Goodbye" , And finall y a spl end id ga ngster film "Qui ck 
Millions", starr ing Spencer Tracy . 

In parliament they have passed a bill aga inst "dum ping" which lb 

to stop cheap foreign goods being dumped m Br itain for sa le . 
The Magnet kicked off the month wit h a Guy Fawkes Day st or y 

"All the Fun of th e Fif th" which i s full of fun and gam es and or iginal 
bit s. Ne'Kt "The Boot - Boy's Luck" . Eric Carlow is a new boy at 
Grey fr iars {fanc y sta rti ng as a new boy at ::icbool Just after Guy Fawkes 
Day). Carlo w deals with Nugent Minor , and tbe re by finds an enemy in 
Nugent Major. But Frank Nugent over hears Car low tal kin g to a wretch 
named Hookey, an d suspects that Carlow ma y be under a false name . 
The n "Foe s of the Rem ove" . The foes ar e Carlow and Nugent , but a li fe 
or death adventure make s them the best of frie nds . 

Next week br ought "Coker ' s F ootball Fe ver", and Wingate i s 
sav ed from a ho rri ble doom in a fall over a cliff . 

Not quite the best of months in the Magnet , but pretty good . 
F irst t ale of the month in the Nelson Le e is 11Handforth tbe Guy" , 

with all the usual fir eworks and fun at St . Frank's. Then "St . F rank ' s 
in Disgrace ''i when war is declared between the St. Frank ' s chum s and 
the Bannin gton boys . The town becomes a battle ground , and the police 
have to take a hand . Thi s i s the start of a new s er ie s , and Nipper's fun 

Next week brough t "Pep for the Sain ts" in whic h an Ameri can 
boy , Ulys se s Spencer Adaros, becomes tbe "big boss" of the Rem ove. 
Final of th e month is "The Schoolb oy Rack e tee r" in which Hubba r d sta nds 
up to Adams , and ha s his hair cut off a s a punishment. And then the 
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whole form rises against the awful Adams . 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT: Some issues of the Schoolboys' Own Library were far from 

satisfacto .ry , but tbel'e could be no c omplaint abou1t those which Danny read in November 
1931. No. 159 , "The Fool of the F ifth" comp ris ed the fir.st two stories from the Magnet 

Chri stmas 4 - story series of 1926 , probably the best Coker yarn of all time . The two yar ns 

fritted snug ly into the S. 0 , L. No. 160 , 11The Fighting Schoo lb oy" co mprised the 4-story 

Schoolboy Series of the Gem of 1923 . The Gem stories were fairl y short at that time , and 

the repri nt got by with only minor pruning. 
The Gem tale, "The Gunpowde r Plot at St. Jim's" was "Spoofed" in 1907; "The 

Football Fake" was "Playin g the G:,,me" in 1907; "The Schoolboy Smugglers" was or iginall y 

••Tom Me rry in Tro uble"; and ''Easy Terms for the Sai nt s" (th e t it le was obvi ousl y ed it orial 

ln 1931, for Hamilton himself rar ely, if ever , u.~ed the term "saints" though th e subs did on 

oc cas io n) was "A Regu lar Rasca l" in 1907 . 
The film "Quick Millions" gave Spen cer Tiracy his fhst starr ing pa rt.) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

BLAKIANA 
Conduct ed by JOSIE PACKMAN 

I do hope a ll my Blake rea ders wUl enj oy t he article this month WTitten by Chris 

Lowde r. It i s certai nly something on different lines th an usual and I fo r one , a ppreciat e the 

time and troubl e Chris has spent on writing it . 

I would be grateful for articles wri tten for the New Year ) so please will some of you 
get out your pens and papers and think up som et hinig to write about , one of your favou rite 

characters would do nicely . 

NUTS AND BOLTS by Christoph er Lowder 

It seems to me that a tr ue appreciation and understandin g of one's 
fav ourite writers (whether in the highways or the bywa ys of literature) 
ma y only be gained by seeing , not simply the facade but the nut s and 
bolts behind that facade . Often , these nuts and bolts may be utte r ly 
triv ial -·- indeed , banal -- in themselves, ye t all have their place in the 
fina l construction " 

What has sparked this off was the chance purchase , some months 
ago , of a batch of manuscripts , letters , personal papers and other 
literary detritus that once belonged to one of my personal favourites 
amongst Sexton Blake writ ers, the late Clifford Gibbon~, or ' Gilbert 
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Chester ' . 
For the most part they are made up of SBL blacks (that is, 

carbon copies) , These are mostly incomp lete and there are , ala s, none 
earlie r than the very late - 1930's , but also included are a numbe r of 
SBL , UJ and DW story - synopses (some going back to the mid - 19201 s), 
and a good sprinkling of non- Blake mat er ial (both seria ls and shor ts, 
detec t ive and romance fic tion) . The re ar e , too , some lett er t o and 
from various editors at the Amalgamat ed Press, which pro vide a 
fa sc inating glimp se of the realitie s of the profe ssi onal writer' :::i 

existence (and certainl y Chester was a thor ough- going pro ~- he even 
use d the backs of old carbon copies for new carbon copie s J, 

Howeve r t it was among8t the ma1:.s of miscellaneou s papers -­
which includ ed personal lett ers, old fue l bill s , a roughed - out horosc ope 
for Georg e Teed (Ches te r was keenly intere sted in astrology), and so 
on -- that I cam e acro ss an item that , more than anything el se , str uck 
me , as a freelance write r of similar bent, with a sense of deja ~vu , not 
to mention plus - ~a- change . 

Four sheets of paper . On the first two, work - done- and- paid ­
for; on the second, expenses . 

Ah, yes . How often has one sat down and engaged in precisely 
the sa me exercise 1 franticall y juggling the figure s so that some 
semblance of a profi t emerges at the end . Sometimes one gazes at the 
r esult with the happ y smile of one who knows that at last that stretch of 
dodgy guttering can be fixed ~ the chimne y re - pointed, a new fridge 
bought -- and it reall y does look like it's going to be a holida y thi s year. 
A t other times one simply cannot understand why the bums are not 
already pounding at the front door . 

For Chester , happil y, 1927 (the year , or part of the year , in 
question ) seems to have been reasonabl y successful. On the surfa ce , 
anyhow . 

Unfortunately, I'm unable to correlate the figures exactl y as 
certain sheets are cieari y missing ~ All I have is an itemised li st of 
expenses for the first seven month s of 1927, and a li st of storie s written 
and paid for during the period August - Decembe r of the same ye ar . 

It should be remembered that Chester , like most of hi s 
colleagues , played the field . Although the bulk of his work wa s done 
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for Harold Twyman of the Union Jack and Len Pra tt of the SBL , he also 
wrote for Addington Symonds and other AP boys ' paper group - ed itors , 
a s well as for D . C . Thom son, and certa in of the AP women's papers 
{one of his main markets in this respect was the Violet Magaz ine edited 
by Pratt; Teed , Gwyn Evans and Coutts Brisbane also contr ibuted fairl y 

prolifically) . 
From August to December of Ht27 Cheste r had written , and bee n 

paid for , three SBLs (at £60 a timeh two UJs (at £28 each) and e leven 
s hort stories (five at 11 guineas , and six at 12 guineas) ~ His total 
wordage for thii:; period was well ov·er a quart er of a milli on (roug hl y 
274 , 000 words) and his gross takings were £366 - 4 - 0 ( £366 n 20)., With 
income tax at a quarte r (around 4/6 d . lln the pound ) wt ma y arrive at a 
rough net figure of £27 4 . 65 earned in five months . 

His expense s make fascinating :reading. A ream of quarto in 
1927 cost 2/6d . (12!p) , as did a gallon of petro L Oil for the btudy 
heater cam e to £1- 10- 0 (presumabl y ove r the entire period ), a type ­
writer cleaning brus h 9d ., gum and ink (in unknown quantitie~) l / 6d , and 
2/ 6d . respectively . a box of car bons 2/ - , and he spent £1- 5- 6 £1.1'7!} 
on stamps . His main expens es were incurred makin g trips up to town , 
roughl y two a month 1 and the over all cost of one of the se (to inclu de , one 
ass ume s , train - fares , tubes or buses, food and so on) was £1- 17- 0 
(£1. 85) . The total for the pe ri od Jan , - July 192 71 come s to £33- 4- 7d. 
(£33 , 23). 

We may , to a certain exten t, extrapolate a full year's inc ome 
from these figures , and , tak ing income tax and expenses into account , 
arrive at a figure of something approaching £600 per annum . 

On paper , this looks pretty good , especiall y when one considers 
that the average income per annum in the late-1920' s was roughly £180 . 
However, tha t figure does not take in to account li ving expenses and non­
tax deductible expenses . At: this time , Chester was maintaining a wife 
and at least one child (possibly two) , a hou se and a car , and also an aged 
mot her in a separate estabiishment , as weii as (from what I can gather} 
a young er brother who was living in Ireland . There must also ha ve been 
a number of ' invisib le' commitments of one sort or another , because , in 
a letter written to his brothe r less than two years later , in 1929, he 
admits that he is 11paying out the whole time as ha rd as the mouey c01nes 
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in", and, such is the pressure of work -- and, indeed , the need to 
work -- that, apart from 14 days in 1926, he has not had a holida y (that 
is, a corn plete let - up, as opposed to a holiday with the typewriter in the 
boot of the car) for e ight years. 

Such then are some of the bare bones of the writer 1 s life -- the 
nuts and bolts behind the facade, so rarely considered by those to whom 
the writer him-self gives the ultimate pleasure: a fantasy world of 
thrills and romance and danger, where all wi ll turn out right in the end 
and the taxman cometh not . 

Certainly , there appear to be no appalling disasters here to be 
taken into account when viewing Chester 's output at this time (although 
tha t is not to say tha t such did not occur ); only s log and mor e slog . 
But s till

1 
for me, Chester has suddenl y emerged from the past as a 

being of flesh and blood , rather than merel y a name and a large body of 
work c And there is no doubt that he has become a far more sympat hetic 
figure , because of this , than many anoth er and more highl y regarded 
wr iter whose works I ma y enjoy , but about whom I know next to nothing . 

* * * * * * * * * * * 11< * ** * **"' *** * * * * * * * 

NELBON Lim CoLUMN 
THE EXPLO ITS OF TRACKETT GRIM -

DETECTIVE? by Bob Blyt he 

One of the most popular features in the Old Series of the Nels on 
Lee was undoubtedly the St. Frank 's Magazine , which ran, . with various 
breaks , from No . 338 , (the fir st 2d . issue in Nov. 1921 ) until No. 512 
in 1925 . 

Of all the features presented , which were marry and var ied , the 
most popular , among toda y's reade rs , are the Trackett Grim stories . 
ThP.;;;P hill'.lrinn ~ ;;;pnnf;;; ; ~11 of whi~h were written by Brooks, (as indeed 
were most of the contents of the St . F1·ank' s magazine, for Brooks bas 
told us so) , were , I am sure, meant as a take - off of any detective and 
his boy assistant appearing in boy s ' paper s of the period . What they are 
not meant to be , I am sure, is a take-off of Sherlock Holmes . 
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As I have said , these stories were written by Brooks , and it 
shows a completel y different aspect of !his qualities as an author . This 
is his obvious sense of the ridiculous and his ability to describe the mos t 
outrageous impo ssibilities in a manne r in which the supposed author, 
Le . Handforth , considers to be a thoro,ughly ripping and gripping yarn . 

It is quite a coincidence that Bill Loft s , in his letter to the C .D . 
last month , should suggest a list of the Trackett Gri m stories be given 
because of various requests that had been made to him 1 for I too have 
had the sugges tion put to me in the past , and ha ve . in fact , given Sllch a 
list to the enquirer on a couple of occasions, Unfor tunatel y, I did not 
keep a copy , and so , purely as a labour of l ove , and in the hope that such 
a list can be put to some practical m,e, it has been comp iled again . Fo r 
those of you who poss e ss a copy of the .E • S . Brooks Bibliograph y, it 
might be a good idea to make a copy of this list and paste it within the 
pages of same , thus adding to its comprehensiv eness . 

F or the benefit of th os e who have not had the pleasur e of reading 
these classics (or for those who have , for that matter), of farce and 
improbabilit ies , our worthy editor has agreed to retell some of these 
yarns in the coming months. To quote the catch phrase of a fawous 
comedian - 'You lucky people ' i 

o.s . 

II 

" 
II 

II 

II 

II 

II ,, 
II 

II 

II 

" 
II 

II 

349 
350 
351 
352 
353 
354 
355 
356 
359 
360 
362/ 5 
382/3 
443 
445 
451 
454 
455 

TRACKETT GRIM STORIES 

IN THE NELSON LEE LIBRARY 

The case of the vanished typewrite,: 
Th e case of the cocaine fiend 
The black terror of Blackheath 
The case of the red pirates 
The capture of Blue - nosed Hany 
The case of the Raj ah's ripping ruby 
Cunning Carl, the co ine r king 
The man with the green nose 
The case of the pinched painting 
Greased Lightning's greatest race 
Tho> R=1-hPrhoorl of th<> !':qna,hed Nn<P. 

The Thor nton Heath mystery 
The clue of the torn pyjamas 
The la st of the old guys 
Marmaduke Mutt, the Midnight Ma.il Marauder 
The trail of the missing island 
The mystery of the purloined pearli: 
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o. s. 456 The Fulham Furnishing mystery 
II 457 The Pink Eye of Put 
II 459 The frightful Phantom of Finchley Forest 
II 460 Hooded Herbert , the Highw ay Ho1'1'0'.I' 

" 461 Dar ing David , the bag snat cher demon 
ti 462 Hun ched - ba ck Hi ram , the Hound sdit ch hustle r 
11 463 Hare - lipped Sidney , the Stepney steeple - Jac k 

464 The ev il Easte r egg from fat liug End 
II 467 / 8 Cunning Car l , the cowboy cr ook 

" 469 Th e c ase of the bullet - proof man 
II 470 The case of the mis sing m illio na ir e 

" 471 Lost in the Pa c ific 

" 472 The case of the doped ra c e- horse 
Ii 473 The te rror of Texas 

" 475 T he robbery at Dud cheste r Ha ll 

" 476 The affair of tbe Profes sor's m onopl ane ,, 477 D:ashed to des truction 
II 478 The ha unted Colonel 

" 479 The case of the burgled bas ement 

" 480 The bla ckm a iled Bar onet 
JI 481 The m a.n wit h t be heart:~shaped scar 

" 482 T he missing be ac hcomber 
II 483 The a ffai r of the missing athlete 

" 484 F eal'some Fred 1 the false teeth fiend 

" 485 The murde r in the Mudd y Marsh 

" 488/ 494 The sign of the scarlet shadow 

" 499 The lost man from the hind beyond t he snow (A poem) 
fl 508/ 512 
1st N , S. 

67 /7 2 

The yellow te rr or 

T ra ckett Grim 's greatest c ase 

(All of the above storie s we re wr itten by E. S. Brooks} 

Th e following we re , l a m c er ta in , not wr itten by Brooks , 

whoe ver was responsible for tbe so- c alled 1Handforth s Weekl y ' . 

2nd N. S. 

" 
" ,, 
.. 

66/ 70 
77 
90 
95 
102 
119/ 120 

Tra ckett Gr im - m aster c rimin a l 
The motor bandits 
'Popped' off 
The secret spide r 
Grim , Grub grabber 
Tr ackett Grim 's sacrifice 

HALF A REPRINT 

Possibly a sub - edito r , or 

by R . J . Gods ave 

The reprint of the Dick Goodwin ser ies in the Monster Libra ry 
under the title of "The Boy who Vani shed" is remarkable for what had 
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been omitted from the original Nelson llee Library . In many of the 
e arlier Lee stories E . S . Bro oks wrote two themes into the same story . 
One was dev ote d to the detective activit ie s of Nelson Lee and the other 
to the school. Generally ther e was a ltnk between the two . 

The arriv a l of Dick Goodwin - tlhe Lancashi r e Lad - occu r red i n 

0 • s . 275 "The Stud y of Myster y" . Being the invent or of an impro ved 
te xt ile ma chine , Goodwin was permitted by Dr. Stafford to have 
complete pri vac y in orde r to work on a mod el of hi s inve nti on. Complete 
privac y meant frosted glas s windows and a sec ure lock on the stud y do or . 
This was much to the chag r in of his fol'low Reroo vit es who could not 
unde r stand why he shou ld be treated so differentl y from tbe usua l run 

of new b oys . 
Eve n the latter part of o . s4 275 the fi r st Nel son Lee in the seri es 

was not used in the Monste r Vers ion a s it introdu ce d the detecti ve 
elemen t which had no place at this stage in the school sto ry. Two m en. 
one of whom had recently been in the e1nploy of Goodwin 's fathe r in his 
t extile mil l was a Mr , Naggs who with an accomplice named Colm ore 
had made an attemp t to steal the pl ans of the machin e from Goodwin' ti 
study with the help of Ra lph Le slie Fulllwood of the Remo ve o 

It was the entry into St . Fr ank l s one night whi ch caused Col.mor e 
to be captured by two men who actuall y had no connection with th e Dick 
Goodwin part of the story . Both Naggs and Colmor e had been cornered 
by Nels on Lee and had only escaped by smashing th-rough som e pane Js 
in the Remove passage . Nagg s made his way to the domestic quarte rs 
and escaped into the lan e . Colmore in his panic rushed upstair s and 
ente red a room in which the door had been left open . Not knowing that it 
was Nelson Lee's bedroom he r ushed to the window and thr ew up the sas h 
lo okin g for a pipe or strong ivy in order to descend to the groun d . As he 
lo oked out of the window a thin l oop of rope came circling down . It 
swung itself over his head and shoulders, and with a sha rp jerk it 
became tight , Colmore was then lifted r ight off his feet and swung clean 
out of the window and into the air . Them with a swiftne s s that was 
startling he was lowered to the ground . 

That the persons who bad captuxed Colroore had reall y intended 
to capture Nelson Lee was obvious . With Colm ore left bound on the 
ground , the man who had been with the rope on the roof now j oined his 
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companion by s lidin g down on a rope tied to a chi mn ey stack . They s oon 
found that they had captu red the wro ng m an and made the ir escape into 
the darkness . When Nelson Lee appeared on the scene he found Colmo r e 
bound and helple ss and in a s tate of shock . In these ci rc umstances it 
was easy to hand him over to the police . 

Thi s is whe re the two themes me et , and whoever edit ed the 
Monster Librar y version of th is serie s had no opt ion but to keep 
Colm ore 'ali ve' as it were for s ome time longer . In the origir ial Lees 
Colm ore was no longer in the sto ry and hi s place as an acco mpli ce of 
Naggs was taken by one named Willi s8 . This name wa s never used in 
the Monster Libr ary and Colmore was grante d a new lease of life 
although captur ed by the police la ter on in the st ory it no longer 
mattered . 

The gan g who had tr ied to captu r e Nels on Lee turn ed out to be 
je welle ry thie ve s who had designs on Lady Banningstowe' s coll ection of 
jewels . In this case Nelson Lee was succ essful in pr event ing the theft . 

Thi s is an instan ce of wher e two theme s cla sh which mu st make 
a gen uin e reprint of the schoo l act ivities impo ss ib le . 

• * * * * • * * * * • * • * * • * * * * * * * * * * * ¥ * 
THIRTY - FIVE YEARS OF THE C .D . by W , 0 • G • Loft s 

Man y Happy Returns t o the C . D . on its 35th Birthd ay . I c a n well remember wr iting 

my ve ry fhst article i n its pages in De c embe r 1952 , entitled 'Ce cil Ponsonby of Gre yfri a rs 

Sc hool' - so in a way this also celebr ates almost thirty years of my own conne ction with this 

paper , that has gi v en uncountable p le asure to so many , many people. 

Even now 1 c onsider myself a new c ome r to $ UCh old timers as - our editor , Rog er 

Jenkins , Bob Blythe, Josie Packman, Ben Whiter - and others who were in at th e beg inning . 

All w ithout ex c eption writ i ng wi thout thought of ga in , and ev en if one disagreed at times , 

one ca nnot take away the fact, that they all w ithout exception as m yself have one thing in 

commo n . A great lo ve for the hobby 1 and I'm a lways grateful for the ki nd i'emar~ , inte r est 

and encouragement that -rea ders have shown to m e over the years - th at has enab led me to 

branch out in to a ll spheres of literature - but my first love is th e C. D. 

* * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SALEi Children's Annuals and books , so me Mag n ets / Gems . List 2Sp. Cheque / P. 0 . 

deductible aga inst order. 

JOHN BE.CK, 29 MILL ROAD, LEWES, SUSSEX. 



Oear Skipper, 
Every year I hand a sheaf of brightly coloured 

copies of the Collector' s Digest , together with a more "Sedate 

Christmas Annual, to my faithful bookbinder accompanied by 

tho se time honoured words , "ThEi same again." Although long 

since retired and visibl y ageing , he labours on, leaving me to 

gaze on my r ema ining shelf-space , and wondering if we can 

cope with your undiminished output! 

The Gem and Magnet la sted thirty-two years and 

this was much longer than most boys' books, but you have pass­

ed this total without any signs of slackening, and only the Boys 

Own Paper looms ahead with the longest run of all. 

As one publisher to another , I am more than fam­

ilia r with the lengthy series of tribulations that can assail an 

editor, added to which long list you have a date-line, a nigh t­

mare from which I never suffered. 

It is unlik ely that Herbert could have dreamed of 

such a future during those stark days in 1948 when even the 

'study tea' was a problem to be reckoned with! 



Looking back over the years we have a remark­
able wealth of material always available for the student of boys' 
books that is unmatched in the field of literature. Comment, 
analysis, controversy - an endless flow of informative enter­
tainment that never ceases to claim an ever-loyal readership. 

But, enough has been sa id. This month of No­
vember, in 1981 marks the Coral Year of our publication and 
on behalf of all members of the Old Boys ' Book Club , not for ­
getting our many friends here and overseas , I extend to you 
our greeting, and thanks, for your long service in the Editorial 
Chair. The Club owes much to the work of our leading mem­
bers but, it is the monthly C. D. and 1the Annual at Christmas 
time that is to be found in the vanguard, and shall receive the 
highest award. 

Yours very sincerely, 
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SALMON VERS US THE GOWEN PERIOD by M . M . Hall 

Salmon in this case does not mE~an the fish . It refers to the 
Magnets 1553 to 1683 , when the familiar orange/yellow and blue covers 
were discontinued on the 13th of November , 1937 ~ The edit orial idea , it 
seems , was to go back to the colour of the old Magn ets that ran from 
No" 1 to No . 396 , that is , until the 1914- 18 war cau:,;ed the first ma j or 
change to the weekl y issu es . It is interesting to note that the s almon 
cove r did not approach the r ich 1red ' o:f the old Magne t . No colour 
m atch he r e , but it was . no doubt i much cheaper to pr oduce than the t wo 
colour copi e s it repla ce d . 

However , wha t I would like to br ing to your attention , i s that the 
131 salmon copi e s issued up tu No. 16133, have been pla yed down in 
compa r ison to thei r more ill ust r ious brothe r s in the Golden peri od 
cove r ing 1922 or 1925 to 193 7. It has been said that the salm on pe.ri od 
wa s like water unto win e , but I think that this i s not enti rel y true and 
wi ll end eavour to explain why . 

The Golden period of over thi r tieen years , pr oduced some super b 
Christmas storieti - Cavandale Abbey, The Ghost of Mauleve r er Tower s , 
Polpell y (my own fav ourite) and of cou1ri:;e The Cour tfi e ld Cracksma n 
must not be forgotten . 

But compare with those - Lord Bunt er of Raynham Castle , The 
Mys tery of Whar ton Lodge and the Phantom of Moat House , all of thes e 
written within a period of two- and- a- half years , the Golden period 
stretched over thirteen year s . • . Men.tall y , give the Raynham Castle 
s eries coloured cover s and the Maule v,erer Towers stories salmon 
covers , which then would be considered the best? 

The school/ spor t s tor ie s are even more interesting to evaluate c 
Take Stacey , the superb cri cketer in 1'935, those lovely coloured covers , 
a superb set of stori es . Next think of Gilbert Tracy (a curious 
similarity of surnames) in the 1938 foo,tball series. Both plots were 
about gifted sports players , gifted alnwst beyond belief, but lacking in 
sportsmanship - that had to be learnt at Greyfriars . Would Tracy have 
had the impact that Stacey did , if he had appeared in 1935? Would 
Stace y have been considered a pale shadow of Tracy if he had appeared 
in 1938? How about coloured Trac y covers and salmon Stacey cov ers? 



Page 21 

Mystery stor ies in the salmons are all overs had owed by the 
Randolf Croker series which contains a mar ve llous moment when Larry 
Lasce lle s defeats Croker in fisticuffs . Earlier Croke r, in his turn, had 
caused others of the Grey friars staff , some painful moments . A really 
splendid piece o.f discriptive writing ~ The Golden period offers several 
excellent series Ravenspur Grange , The Courtfield Cracksman , 
Lancaster , Dick the Pe nman and Bob Cherry Kidnapped are Bonie of tbe 
maJor ones , but none I think ar e bette r than the Croker tal es . 

Holida y series find a pa rtic ula r spot in my affections . The 
salmon cop ies had two I liked very much for different reasons. The 
fi est is the South Seas series in 1938 , which alt hough anothe r version of 
the 192 7 pl ot , wa::i ni cely built ro und Lord Maule verer and hi s beach ­
comb er cousin Br ian . Mauly is one of the grea t Hamil ton creations , 
one who brings a c11rious mixture of laziness . even lethargy , definite 
cha r m , and th en unexpecLedl y , a burst of action as he takes control. 
only to sink back on hi s sofa when the ma tter is resolved. I liked thi!:1 
adventure because I first read the Magnet at this time. 

1'he seco nd was that lovel y ' 'Water Lil y" series in th e summe r of 
1939 . The feel of the river was there 1 even the wet days and nights , A 
set of stories to read again and again ••• '· 

TI1e Golden period produc es so man y - India - China - Hollywood -
Trail of th e Trike - Afri ca - Egypt - The Hike rs to nam e but a few . I' ve 
left one salmon series out - the Texas series, because I reall y didn't 
enjoy it - but then I didn't really enjo y the Brazil ser ie s either . In both 
stories I felt that Hamilton had not put his hear t into them , or per ha ps 
the editor m ay ha ve written some parts himself - they just did not r ing 
tr ue . 

Pure schoo l stories in the last 131 copies were few - Carter, 
Bunte r's Rich Relat ion was one, Berti e Vernon another , a few single 
copies and short series made up the baiance , whic h is not much to put 
up aga inst the Golden periods - Bob Cherry - S\jfot1 Paul Dallas , Da 
Costa , "Tatters'' . "F li p" , Ha rry Wharton ve rsus Mr . Quelch - one 
could go on and on . But let us not lose s ight of the two period s 
concerned . The Golden period of thirteen years and around 670 copies 
and the Salmon period of 2! years and 131 copies . The difference in 
scope is obvious , the comparison interesti ng , the concl usion is up to you. 
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One last comment is , that if I have convinced you that the sa lm on 

copies are well worth collecting , then now is the time. There are man y 

origina l copies available at rea sonabl e prices , if y ou shop around and the 

feel of an orig inal copy of the Magnet has to be experienced to be , 

believed . Don't forget , tha t even the most recent cop y of the Magne t 

(18th May , 1940} is~ forty years olld . 

* * * * * * * * * * ** ** * * * * * * * * * * * * *"" +: 

SUP PORTING CAST by Lau rie Sutton 

I 'm afraid that Maurice Hall'::. :statement that Remov ite s Et:>mond, 

Banthorpe , L€igh , Vane and Carlton were introduced by substitute 

writers is based cm assumption rat he r than fact . All five were genu ine 

Hamilton charact ers , ge ner ally intend,ed to feature in a specific s t.ory , 

but named at intervals in su bsequent week8 , probably m response to 
letters by readers who wrote regarding the sturies in which those 

character::; had figured prominently . It was , in any case , the usual 

polic y to ment ion a new character in passing in the week or two 

foll owing hi s introduction , although whtether this was done by Hamilt on, 

or was an editor ial insertion , is an open que stion ; I suspect the 

editorial hand , 
Banthorpe was a st.amp-collector who feat ure d in a story on that 

theme . He seems to have been mentioned as one of the crowd for some 

six mon ths . Cyril Vane was a distant - and shady - cousin of Bob 

Cherry (introduced in 191 , and st ill getti ng mentioned in 266). Cecil 

L€igh starred in Magnet 188 , and got :an occasional menti on until at 

least 248 . Carlton (The Slacker) featured in 185 , with mentions in the 

two following weeks . Pe rcy E smond was a hopeless funk who arrive d 

in 316 , running even from Bunter; aft:er inst ru ction from Bob Cherr y 

Esmond eventu all y li cked Bolsover ~ Esmond was mentioned in 338 and 

341. 
There are no less than 47 other Rem ove juniors named by 

Hamilton during the first seven years of the Magne t , of whom only Lac y 

was mentione d fairl y regu la rly . Of the other fonn s 1 Hamilton m entioned 

Jones Minimus of the Fir st , 12 unfamiliar names in the 2nd, 11 in the 

3rd, 18 in the 4th , 12 in the Shell , 10 in the 5th, and 25 in the 6th . 

Familiar names used for unfamiliar characters included Gilmore, Todd , 
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Price , Gadsby, Monson , Tunstall, Banks, Grim es, Kidd. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * 
LITERARY GENTS & VISUAL GENTS by Norman Kadish 

I think tha t illu str a tors to comics and sto ry - papers are often 
ta ken too much for granted , or even ignored . Ovar recent years I have 
become very inter est ed in the illu stratio ns of "H . S. F . " or F oX\vell and 
his mar vellous cr e ati ons of the Bruin Boys and their s isters , the Hippo 
Girls , as well as the Bunt y and Chummy Boys. 

A lot of ''li ter ar y gents" can disti:nbruisb the difference in style 
between t r ue Harn ilton s t or ies and those written by substi tute aut hor s . 
I have not looked into this ca refu ll y 1 but I doubt very much whether I 
could te ll the diff ere nce . 

Howeve r , being a 11visual gent'', I can see the subtle difference 
betw een Foxwell ' s illust rat ions of the Bruin Boys and those of his 
"understu die8" . About 1936 , I think, came the change over . The fron t 
cover s of the Rainbow we re no doubt by a sub stitute artis t; I sus pect 
the s trip s in s ide were dra wn by Foxwell (alth ough they were not signed) , 
and the st or ies again we re illustrated by the substitute . 

Foxwell' s illu stra tion s wer e mo re "limpid" , the poses wer e 
often full of movem ent, even when the Brui n Boys were sitting still at 
their des ks . The line work had a vari ation in thicknesses; it was more 
sen s iti ve . In the ca se of the substitute artist , the re is definitel y a gr eat 

I 

"mechanical " feeling; the lin es are now practically all of the sa me 
thicknes s, the bodies are more upright , and the fa ces are all three ­
quart er front view. Ther e is practicall y no slight var iation in sitting at 
a desk , for example . I lost a great deal of int eres t when Foxwell went 
to another paper . 

I wonder if the stories , or the stor ies to the comic strips , were 
written by ano ther per son , and al so wonder if there is any orig inal art ­
work left of Foxwell ' s . 

I piace a copy of a Tiger Tim 's Annual by the war drobe often , so 
that it i s the first thing next morning that gr ee ts my eyes when I wake . 
I know that the colour s are put in by the prin ters (in block, I think) , but 
the brilliant colour - work and the drawing of F oxwell set s me up for the 
day . It cheers me up tremend ously . 
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REVIEWS 

MECCANO MAGAZINE 1939 (D . M. Bentley 
£15 plus £.1. 50 p. & p.) 

This rea ll y is a lovely v olume . I find it complete ly thrilling . It would be almost 

impossib le to over-praise it . Though one has to realise it is a r e - print , it fee ls and looks j ust 

exact ly like the rea l thing . 
It c omp rises the 6d . Me cc ano Magaiine fol ' the months of Janu ary to June 1939 , It is 

pac ked witb nost a lgia fo :r the old da ys, not the le a:st being that they published for 6d . a c opy 

a book which would be something like ?Sp if it wa :s in t he shops toda y. 
F or the r eader who was "me c han ic al - minded" forty - odd y ea rs ago , the book is he av en . 

But even for those like me who ha d no b ent at all for th at sort of thing - as a boy I wa s gi y.en a 

Me cc a no set for a Chris t m as present one y ear a nd iit w as wasted on me - the book is a long ; 

long dream of delight . I h av e spent how'S and hours , r ea d ing it and brows ing over it , a nd I 

have not finished it yet . 
There are articles on a ll sorts of hobb ies . In fact t on all sorts of subjects . The 

pictut<es are just capti v ating, One of a ci ne rna t ogiraph m a chine , built by the hobbyist , plus 

an articl e on it , held me captive for a long time, The train articles and pictures are gorgeous . 

The F ir eside Fun pages of wit and j okes are outstandingly funny . Tea c her• ''What is a t a nne ry? " 

Pupil: "A place where they make sixpences." 
I ve j ust found an article on "Birds" wi th pictures. Itls great . T onight I'm going to 

enjoy ''English Windmi lls " with pic tures, It looks ma rv ellous. 
It feels and looks j ust exactly like the real t hing. Sorry , I sai d that before. And it's 

true. A wonderful, wonderful book for everyone. Buy it for you r fa v ourite nephew who is of 

a mechanical turn of min d. You'll probably end up by keeping it for yourse lf. 

THE CHARLES HAMILTON CALENDAR (Hamilton Museum Press of 

Maldst.one) 

This unusual calendar is a welcome ~m for Ch ristmas time , and it is produced with the 

h igh quality which one always associates with Mr . John Wernham and his pr oductions . Slightly 

misnamed , perhaps, though it has a dr awing of Ha1milton by Chapm a n on the cove r, it 

c omprises entirely original d-raw~ t o each month by the famous Magnet artist , C. H. 
Ch a pman. Each month oc cupies a large full - page , a nd th e dates are as clear as the pi c tu res . 

A lovely novelty for Christmas and a ll the . followilag yea r . 
The calenda r costs £.1. 50 whi ch includes post and pa c king , and it can be obtained 

from Mrs . Cadogan , 46 Ov erbury Avenue, Beckenh arn , Kent , BR3 2PY. Supplies are limited. 

HURRAH FOR PENGUIN! by Mary Cadoga n 

Penguin have recen tl y republished a range of t itles that are particularly likel y to appeal 

to readers of COLLECTORS' DIGEST . With tnes,e well - pr oduced and ec onomi c ally pr ic ed 

editions, man y of us will be a ble t o fill gaps in ou r collections . (For some reason John 
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Buchan's MR, STANDFAST has alwa ys eluded me , and Im now t he happy possessor of the 
new Pengu in versio n of it, which costs £ 1.5 0 . And thete ar e sev era l other Buchan's in the 

Penguin rauge.) The be st va lue of all is THE PENGUIN COMPLETE SHERLOCK HOLMES 
at £2, 95 . This bumper volum e of 1122 pages c ontains a ll the four novels and fifty - six short 

stories about the supe r- sleuth , The pub lishers point out that this works out at j ust over a 
quarter of 1 penny for eac h page whic h, especially in these inflation ary days, se ems 
rema rka bl y good va lue. (There is a lso a har dback vers ion at £7 . 95 in th e Allen Lane imp ri nt .) 
Penguin ha ven't managed yet to produce a comple te P, G, Wodehouse , but th ey h~ve j ust 

iss·ued two large and qelightful omnibus books about his most popul ar c haract ers. LIFE 
WITH JEEVES at £2 . 95 comprises thr ee Jee ves bo oks (RIGHT HO, JEEVES1 THE 
INIMITABLE JEEVES and VERY GOOD, JEEVES.) . LIFE AT BLANDINGS c onta ins three 
com plet e nove ls to o - SO.METHING FRESH , SUMMER LIGHTNING and HEAVY 

WEATHER, and also c osts £2. 95. 

(By the way , Holmes fans may like t o know that the ffrst issue in Octob er of WALT DISNEY' S 

PUZZLE MAGAZINE features a dog det ect ive - complete with dee i - stalke r - ca lled 
Shamr ock Bones! ) 

News of The Old OoyS f>ook Cluba 
SOUTH WEST 

Fro m the star t of our Septembe r meeting held at Tim Salisbury's 
home , a rec ord attendance, which included two well - known member s of 
the London Club , Bill Lofts and Bob Blythe ; a welco me return visit of 
Dar rell Swift and three new membe rs, one could sense we were in for an 
en joyable afternoon . 

Charl es Chur chill gave a talk on "Th e History of Nelson Le~ 
Lib rary , 1915 until it jo ined The Gem in 193311

• Grant MacPher son 
co ntinu ed with a hum orous reading from S.O. L . , "St. Frank's 
Cara vanners" and N . L . L . "St . Frank's at the Theatr e' ' - all much 
appre ciated . 

Bill Lofts followed with an inte res ting talk on Billy Bunte r in the 
"Knockout" . 

After te a , we spent an enjoy able time li stening t o Bill Loft s 
talking on D C . Thomson Boys' Papers , "Wizar d ", "Hotspur" , ''Red 
Circ le " , et c . 

The radio programm e , "Good old Greyfr iars" was discuss ed 
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and Tim has writte n to the B. B . C . to tlhank them and with a request that 
they repeat some of the old T .V . shows . 

We ended the meeting a t 6 . 30 p . m ., when we went our variou s 
ways , lookin g forward to our next ga therin g in Spring of 1982 . 

MIDLAND 

The att endance at our September mee t ing was thi r teen , and we 
had a thoroughl y enjoy abl e evening , The agenda was too crow ede d, how­
ever , and two items were le ft out . It was good to see Bob Acraman and 
his charming wife , Betty . 

Our usual feature s - Annive rs mry Number and Collecto rs' Item 
were on display . The A .N . was a Nelson Lee Lib ra ry (Old Ser ie s) dated 
29, 9 . 23, "The Feud at SL Frattk 's " and the celebrated John Bust erf ie1d 
Boot s is well to the fore . The C .I . (a1:1 a tr ibu te to Bob Acraman) was 
No e 1 of his "Cour tfie ld Newsl ett er" " 

The B . B . C . re cently put on a Gre yfriars pro gramm e on Radio . 
This had been taped by Ivan Web s ter and 1 brought along my recorder . 
The idea was good , but one or two fact s bad been overlooked . All 
members present had heard ii excep t two . The recording last s fort y 
minutes out of the two hou rs at our meeting , so the idea did not quite 
come off . We compromised by playing- it for twent y minutes . 

Excellent refreshments were prepared as usual by Joa n Golen 
and thoroughly enjoyed . 

Looking forward to Christmas , we had a le tter from our oldest 
membe r, Harry Ev ans , 82 years old and in poor health, had sent a 
cheque to cover the cost of the Christma s feed . Har ry jus t rev els in 
Old Boys' Book lore and hi s mind is st ill sharp despit e hi s poor health . 

Another good idea was put forw:ard by Pet er Masters that we 
have a Bring-and - Buy Sale ever y quart er . The la st one showed a profit 
of £2 . 50 . 

The dates of our next two meeti.ng s are as follows: - 27th 
October and 24th November . The date of the Chri stma s meeting , to 
which all O . B . B. C . enthusiasts are invited , has yet to be decided . 

JACK BE LLFIE ID - Correspondent. 
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CAMBR ID GE 

We met at the home of Ferran Newman on Sunday, 4th October, 
1981. We learned with re gr et that th e absence of Pr esident Bill Lofts 
was due to the death of hi s brother . 

Arrang ements for the next meeting were discussed , and , arising 
from the re cent B . B. C . Radio programme on Charles Hamilton , it was 
agr eed to postpone ear lier suggested ar r angements and to devote the 
meeting to Hamilt onia . 

The subJect of lhe meeting was the works of Arthur Ran some . 
Keit h Hodkinson gave an int r oductory tal~ and showed a compl ete set of 
the "Swallows and Amazons" sto1•ies 1 and also a copy of "Old Peter 1 s 
Rui:isian Tales" . Ke ith and Bill Tburbon gave an outline of Ransomer s 
care er , of his period in Russia from 1913 and during- the Russian 
Rev olut ion, and of his subsequent tr ave ls, including hls cru 1smg in the 
Balti c in the boat Ran some bad built tbtre , described in "Racundra' s 
first cruL:ie " . When Ran::;ome was ab tlllt 45 years old he settled down in 
a c ottage on Lake Windermere and began to write "Swallows and 
Amazon '1

• and thus launc hed the series of tal es for which be was so 
well known . They told how Ran.;om e had begun to write the book when 
he was int er rupted by the vi s it oJ an old friend and his children , and how 
Ransome alte r ed the book to make the six child r en, to whom the book is 
dedicated , feel they were the real heroes and he r oines of the s tory . As 
the grown - up "John" of the story has written , no single incident ln the 
book came from anyth ing but its author ' s imagination, but occasional 
small hap penings were taken fro m life, as was the sett ing of the story. 
The ".John" of the stor ies was in fact a girl , and was at one time in the 
19301 ::3 a pupil at the Perse Girls ' School in Cambridge . Ranso.rne ' -s 
r ema r k was quoted . ' 'You write not for children, but for yourself , and 
if by good for tune children enjoy your books , why then , you are a writer 
of chil dren's books". 

had shot of the setting used by Ran some for his Br oadland s tor ie s "The 
Coot Club" and "The Big Six" . He also showed sowe scenes he bad shot 
of the Club's 10th birthday party > and of a visi t to Nevill e Woods's hom e 
at Swelling . 
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Me m bers enJoyed Mrs . Newman's deliciou s tea . Mike Rouse 

showed some of hi s late st acquisit ion s , includin g a book of Bairn sfa the r• s 

first War cartoons . 
The meeting cl osed with a wa r m vote of thank s to Perran and 

Mrs . Newm an for their hosp itali ty . 

LONDON 

Th e Beckenham me e ting was an unquallfied s uccei:;s and with an 

exc e llent attendance . John Wer nham , the Presi dent of the c Jub1 brought 

a long sup pli es ot th e Cha r les Hamilton Calendar for 19 82. Ea ch month 

shows a dra wi ng by Ch apman of the chang ing sce nes of the year . 

Messrs . Sutt on and Doyle proposed and seco nded the he arty vot~ of 

thanks to J ohn Wer nham for sur.h a spLendid cal enda r . 

"Cok er' s Im mersion Heate r" was the titJe of a pastiche wrttten 

jointly by Rev . Ar th ur and Mir iam B.rutnin g, the latt er read ing several 

humorous chap ters from it . 

F rom diver se Magnet ser ies , Hoy Parsons rea d a se ntence with 

the cha ra ct er named X and thos e participating in th e co mp et ition had to 

state who X was . Roger Jenkins was the winn er and Lauri e Sutton was 

the second be s t. Roy awarded suitablE! prize s . 

Millicent Lyle, always good for a treatise , gave one entitl ed 

"Head s and Tails , About Them" . Thi s wa s a ve r y good talk on the 

famous and infamou s headmast ers and headmi stres ses of which ranged 

fr om Doctor Arnold of Rugby to Doctor Bir chemall of Sain t Sam' s . Bob 

Blythe's re adin g from Memory Lane wa s from the news letter of 

October 1964 which dealt mainl y abo ut the club's outing in Septemb er of 

tha t ye ar to Marg a te and Ro selawn, Kingsgate . Bob r ead some m ore of 

the E . S . B . Correspondence . 

John Wer nham propo sed a hearty vote of thank s to Alex , Mary 

and Teresa Cad ogan for th e ir ho sp itali ty . 

Next meetin g at the Walth amstown venue on Sund ay , 8th 

Nove mber . Tea pro vided , but brin g own tuck . BEN W.tiITER 

NORTI-1:ERN 

We had ten Member s pre se nt for our m eetin g on Saturda y 

evening , 10th October. Our Secr e tar y , Geoffre y Good , wa s not able to 
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be with us, owing to weekend Anniversary Celebration s at his chur ch. 
Harry Barlow , our official club "binder" had been given a batch 

of very earl y "Boys' Fri end Librar y" to bind- up , containing the very 
first Rookwood stories . 

For our main part of the programme, a warm welcome was given 
to Michael Bentle y on his first visit to our Club . Over the years, 
Michael has been involved in the retail trade and has so ld the Howard 
Baker reprints . As a new ve nture, he had brought along some pre ­
publication copies of Meccano Magazine facsimiles. These are splendid 
reproductions and membe rs wer e m ost impressed . He also brought a 
box of var ied old boys ' literature, which was quickly sna pped up in a 
prompt sale . 

Michael gave us an interesting talk on his involvement with our 
hobby: a film slide showing of some of the items be read as a boy -
fr om Sunny Stories to Rupert , Enid Blyton stories, to William , Biggies 
and Hamilt onia ~ Michael bad brought along so much material , that it 
was impossible to cram everyt hing into the t ime we had available , so 
we hope to see him again in the near future . 

Mollie pa ssed round a newspaper cutting from that day's pape r , 
concerning the anniversary of the birth of P . G. Wodehouse . This was 
of particular interest to us , for be was at one tim e, our Presid enL 

JOHNNY BULL MINOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Postman C,alltd 

* * * * * * * * ~ * * 
(Interesting it ems fro m the 

Editor's lett er- bag) 

Rev . JACK HUGHES (Queensland): Just 49 years ago my Dad and I 
selec ted the Gem as my weekly paper as I gr aduat ed from "Crackers" 
and "My Fa vour it e " . I can remember that newsagent's shop in Hobar t , 
and the elderly lad y owner who passed over var iou s papers for me to 
ln n k ::it: 111.c::t !'I .Cl it h!:lrl h~nT\PnPrl !:I fpu, rlin,q !:10'1'\ Ann tn think r !:I'm .<itill -----·· ---, J--·- -- ·- ·--- --- -t"' .l'""- ~ .. -- - .... _., --J --o-· ............ _ ............................. ~, .... -.... ... ...,_...__._ 
talking and read ing Gems and Magnets after all the years . 

STAN KNIGHT (Cheltenham): 35 years of the C .D . and the Annual . 
What a record~ I don't suppose either Herbert or yourself visualised 
suc h a span of life for our beloved m onthly and Annual. Life wouldn't 
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be the same without them ~ 

JACK BERRY (Southport): I loved your comments on the Test Cricket . 

Probably some time in the future , as we s it in a club or a pub discussing 

sport , someone is bound to sa y: "Did you watch the telly when Botham 

made that. great century in the Fif th Te s t against the Au~sies at Old 

Trafford?" I shaJJ reply proudl y: "I w·as the re, old son , I WAS TI-IERE'" 

JACK COOK (Newcastle - on- Tyne) : News has reached me of the pas::iing 

of my old fr iend , Miss Elizabeth Woan ., She and I met at the N/ C Wr1te r 1:, 

Circle many years ago. Unlike her famous uncle, whom she rese mb led 

gre atl y, she did not write fiction , but penned artlcle:::1 for the Woman ' ;:1 

Prt:!SS. Who wab the famous uncle? None other than Edgar Wallace . 

D . B . STARK (Plumpton Green ): I w:as very intere8ted in your edito ·r ial 

on the use of slang o I have not st udi ed the "progress" of slang , though it 

cou ld be a fascinating ~ubje ct , but I did notice that t owards the end of the 

fifties suc h slang as there was , was getting more standardised and les::1 

interesting . Subsequently I mo ved to another career and observed the 

same trend . 
(EDITORIAL COMMENT: One slang eja culation i.n the later days of Ham ilton , and , I imagine , 

peculiar to Hamilton ia., was "Great pip! • - and it a lways gave me the itch . ) 

LEN WORMULL (Romford): Recommended readi ng fro m the public 

libra ry: Jame s Hilton's "Murder At School" , a mystery - thriller written 

before his more famous Goodbye , Mr . Chips . A gripping story from 

start to finish , it concerns the alleged murders of two schoolbo y brother s 

and a master . An Old Boy of Oaking ton School , with a fla i r for solving 

mysteries , is called in by the Headmaste r to help in the matt er . Red 

herrings abound , as is customary , andl the climax i s as thrilling a::; any 

I ha ve read. It tur ns out that only one schoo lboy is actually murdered . 

I cannot recall any parallels in the school stories of Hamilton 

and Brookt> - only attempted murders t:>f schoolboys , and a;:1::;aults on 

masters . Pen telow , we know , tec hni cally murdered Art hur Courtney, 

thoug h not quite the same thing . The nearest Brooks came to it was with 

Walter Church , by poison dart on the playing fields. I isuppose actual 

murder would have been too blood - thi rsty for the ruling body at 

AmaJgamated Press , It would have refuted their cla im of 'Clean , 
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Wholeso me Literat ure ' . 

Fr . F . HERTZBERG (Wirral): J .E .M. asks whether' old Thomsonians 
go back to ta les of Morgyn the Mighty'. I certainly do, although it is 
usua ll y Br addock, either in my bound Rovers , or the hard -backed books , 
Morgyn is still with us, incidentally , a 64- page large forma t advent ure 
will appear in the next Red Dagger Library, although in pictures . 

Mr . Vincent sees no use for Bunter ML Quite apart from being­
(comparati vel y) nice in him.self , Samm y had the dual advantage s of 
provoking the author ial comments about the lack of filial affection in 
the Bunte r 'tribe ' , and of being half - way between (Billy) Bunter and 
humanity' . 

BILL LOFTS (London): I wa s interested to r ead about Charles Shadwell 
the famous orchestra leader on the B . B . C . Comedians loved to joke 
about his bald pat e. He was still ali ve las t I heard , and I met him in 
Cambr idge only a few years ago, when long retired he ran a Public House . 
He kindly autographed a free gift booklet I had from The War Thriller 
dealing with The Garri son Tbeatre , and I found him a most charming 
man with beautiful long fingers that hallmark a very clever musician . 
Later he retired completel y and went to live in the Wes t Count ry I beli.eve . 

A LOOK BACK TO SEPTEMBER 
- (AND TOM TARTAR) from Nie Gayle 

How good this month 's C .D . was~ A re al scorcher . Every 
article had some point of interest or controvers y. How I wish next 
mont h's could be a double number '. Wort h a five r. I'll be bound. Ah 
well .•• 

I am pr ompt ed to answe r five point s ra ised in this month's issue ; 
if you deem them of general inter est, perhaps you would be good enough 
to publi sh them ? 
L Your editorial comment s re : serials certainly found an echo in my 
heart . Some of them in the Nelson Lee Libr ar y were truly awful. 
Lord , but there was one called ' Tom Tartar at School' that had to be 
read to be believed . Such twaddle makes one re aliz e ju st how good 
Brooks and Ham ilton re all y were . 
2. Esmond Kadish 1 s comment that Vivian Travers is s omewhat akin to 
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he Caterpillar of Highcliffe is , I feel , slightly off the mark . There is a 

1ery Edwardian air about tbe Caterp illar 's languid whimsicality thal 

.ouches none of Brooks' s cha -racte :rs . A better compar ison , in my 

Jpinion , would be with Cardew 
3. J . p . Fitzgerald'::; comments abo ut the detet'ioration of the Englbh 

anguage w~re interestin' ya a:i , they really were Bai Jove , tbe deah 

Joy made wathah a good point there . 
t. I mu.st say that I couldn't help arching an eyebro w at Mr Loft s :::, 

3entence re : Lee enthusiasts cl aiming everyt hlng must have been wr i tten 

about that paper now. I find it difficult to imagine anybod y making suc h a 

preposterous claim If there 1s , perhap,s that ptc dori would be good enough 

to drop me a line ? •• , 
5 . For what it i~ worth , I enH1e ly agt 'e,e that K ru1eth Brookes was the 

artist in th e 'House of Fc::ar' 
I long for the Annual there's nc,thmg like n ~ 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT: I find Mr . Gayle 's 1•efe rence to 1 Nel ~on Lee Libnry serhl '' Tom 

T artar at School'' ve-ry interesting. In J 907 a serial 11 Tom T ,nta1 at School" 'lppe'l1ed m one 

of the Hamilcon Edwat ds pape,s eithe 1 the Boys' Rt!alm or the Boys' Hc1ald . No ,.uthor's 

name was given , but the l'e was at least one sequel s1!ria l to it . In 1909 a sedal "Lucy G,ay's 

Schoolday s" appeared in the Girls • Reade, , described as "a real old - fashioned school story by 

the author of 'Tom Tart ars Schoolda ys''! Just what was meant , so eatly in the c entu.;, , b'( 

"a n old-fas hioned school story" it is hard r-o de cide. l hav e the feeling thrit "Torn T arta r'~ 

Schoolday s" was itself rep ri nted in the Ghls' Reader or one of its sis ter p:i.pe1-s, though I h1.ve 

nor the time ne cesH ry to btowse ovet' my large num ber of vo lume s. .Jl,ll of these "Tom Tarta r " 

and "Lucy Gray" serials wc,e illustrated by a rather he avy- handed ::i.mst Oll.med Vfocent D'.tn;e1. 

He used very thi c k linework in h1s dr 11wings , whi ch :made a ll hls r.:h:ua ct en. seem to be bh:;k ­

h;i.ired. His work was not v ety attractive. It would be mte rest lng to discove r whethe r th is Tom 

Tartar story , refeTTed t o by Mr. Gay le t w is the old one from befo re the fl~t wot'ld wa1', as 

i;eems like ly . It wou ld 1.ppe ,ir t o be '.JD odd choice to run m th e Nelson lee all those ye .HS 

late". ) 

TWILIGHT ECHO by Jack Adrian 

My oid friend Frank Pt:lpper (Ha l Wilton ) would be ehceeding1y 

miffed to di&cover that his famous character Rock.fist Rogan had Deen 

transp Jant ed into D . C . Thom::son territo ry ("Twilight At Amalgarn at~dn , 

September i ssue) . But J E . M. may be forgi veu the memor y laps~ 

because Rockhst appeared in the Champ,ion , a paper which ::sometime:, 
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out-Th oms oned Thomsons , and was cer tainl y the AP 's most succe ss ful 
boys' adventur e paper (bar none ) of th e inter - War years -- with Rockfist 
himself as one of it s m ost popular cha racters . 

Amusingl y, the series (which ran in one form or another for over 
twent y year s) was very nearl y str angl ed at bir th by the editor , Reg Eve s 1 

who , when Fran k se nt him a synopsis, pooh - poohed the whole idea of a 
ser ies written around a First War fighter -pil ot - cum - boxer (this was in 
the late - ' 30s , when the First War was conside r ed to be a dead duck) . 
F r ank per severed and Eves gru dgingly commissio ned s ix sto ries , and 
then (prompted by the ent hus i.asm of one of the subs , Bern ard Smith ) 
another six.3 althoug h pointing out that that bad to be all because no- one 
was going to be re adin g thi s stuff anyway.. Almost as soon as he 'd s aid 
this he bad to franti cally .get in touch wit h Fra nk demand ing- "as many as 
you can write'. 11 The first few stories had just been publis hed and tbe 
Champi on offices were sudd enly knee - deep in rap turous lett ers. 

P .c . 49 

(In our September editoria l , we refeITed to P. C . 49 , and ask ed wbethei- that name Tang a bell 

in anybody ll m emo ry . Dozens an d do zens of lett ers hav e come in to the edito rial offic e on the 

subj ect , ai d I thank most gr.atefull y all th ose who took t he tr oub le t o write. We have sele ct ed 

two let te rs whic h seem to be repres entativ e of tbe sub j ect , and here they are. 1 st ill ha ve a 
feeling th at , when I was small, t hey used to sing a song about P. C , 49 at the music halls and 

con cert - pa rties . - Ed. ) 

BRIAN DOYLE writes= In the Septemb er C .D . you ask, in your 
E ditorial , "Doe s P . C . 4 9 ring a bell in any one else's head ? " 

Yes , indeed he doe s . I devoted a para~raph or two abou t him in 
a le ngthy featur e l wr ote for the C .D . Annual a few years ago about old 
BBC radio heroes. He was P olice Cons table Archibald J3erkeley ­
Will oughby - better-know n to BBC radio listeners of the 40 ' s and 50' s as 
P . C . 49 of the Londo n Me tropo litan Polic e . " The Adventures of P . C . 49" 
was f irst broadcast in 1947 and ran in regular se ri es until the early -
, QSO' i:::t h,::.incr urr itt Pn h v Ah :rn. ~t ,.~nki:::t I J.'n,+unini:>' hi1'Yl i:::tP1f u,~<:::t 1'lnT' t l' !I VP.rl --........ ,...,. ....,, -----r-- ... __. ........ _ .. .., _J - -. -.,._. - .. ~- .. · · ·- · __ ,v ,J · &.&a.&-A- ... ~ .... ~ · --- ... ,., ..... ...., r----- J-----

by Br ian Reece and his gi r l - friend (later wife) Joan Carr was pla yed by 
Joy Shelton . Each epi s ode of thi r ty minut es was self-co ntain ed and 
comprised an ente rtaining mixt ure of comedy, romance and excitement . 
Two 'P . C . 49 Annuals ' wer e publi she d around 1949- 50 and there were 
als o two film s: "The Advent ur es of P . C . 4 9" in 1950 (with Hugh La timer) 
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and "A Case for P .C . 49" in 1951 (with Brian Reece and Joy Shelton in 
their original roles). 

Fairly full details about the school story writers mentioned by 
Leyland Vincent in his letter in the same C .D. (Harold Avery, Andrew 
Home, etc.) can be found in my 1964 publication "The Who's Who of 
Boys' Write .rs and Illustrators ", cu rrentl y obtainable from Norman Shaw. 

SIMON GARRETT writes: P .C. 49 mentioned in your September editorial, 
was a popular character in the Eagle comic. 

His adventures appeared in black-and-white strip cartoon form 
froPl 1950 to 19 57. 

He was originally the hero of a radio series, played then by Brian 
Reece, but I'm not sure when this was broadcast; presumab ly it was 
running in 1950 because Eagle introdu ced the strip as ''From the famous 
radio series by Alan Stranks 11• 

"49" was a rather bumbling character , but showed ample cou r age 
and initiative in a crisi s . He was wha t would now be called a 
Community Officer, plopding his London beat and doing his stuff at a 
local boys' club. It was said that be made Sergeant Dixon look like 
Starsky and Hutch. · 

But that's the voice of a disillusioned era. 
To anyone of my generation, ''49", though not one of the most 

famous Eagle characters, represented an engaging and reassuring image 
of traditional policing. 

It's good to be reminded of him. 

WHEN YOU AND I WERE YOUNG by Len Hawkey 

In the excellent September issw~ I was especially int erested to 
learn of Mr. Goodman's progression from "Fairytales" to School and 
Adventure stories, as it was not dissin1ilar to my own . I don't recall 
"Mabel" - indeed my earliest recollection is "Peter & Daffy and the 
Little Brown Man" in "Wonderland Weekly", around 1920 . But I do 
recaii the nKing Pippinjj stories from about that date - there were three 
or four of this sma ll ''Library" published by Henderson's every month -
"Young Folk's Tales", and I believe thny ran from about 1906 to 1921 or 
so. Other characters in these st_ori es were Dick Daring, his sweetheart 
Daisy, also Princess Pansy and the villainous King Bono. 
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The writer was normally given as "Roland Quiz" but this was a 
pseudonym originally for Richard M. H . Quittenton, who seemingly 
created Tim Pippin (as he first was) around 1874 . The initial illustra tor 
was John Proctor, under the name of "Puck" . I don1t know how it came 
about that Henderson 's took the characters over , but I have quite a few 
of the earliest issues , circa 1907, and the main artist was then J . Ayton 
Symington , a prolific illustrator of juvenile fiction in the 1900's . A little 
later, man y issues were illustrated by G . W . Wakefield, famous some 
year s after as the definitive illus trator of "Rookwood", and of course for 
his work in "Film Fun' ' and other comics . 

In 1936, a firm , Joiner and Steele, published most of the original 
1870' s stor ie s , with the illustrations, in book form , called "Giantland -
or the Wonderful Adventures of Tim Pip pin'1. I wonder if these characters 
evoke memories amongst other members, who , like Mr . Goodman and 
myse lf , "move d on" to the "Jester" and sim ila r comics, thence to "Nelson 
Lee", the Companion Papers , and of course , the "Union Jack". This 
progression proved a gateway to Edgar Wallac e, Oppenheim, Austin 
Freeman, and then a much wider world of adult readi ng. "From little 
acorns . . . etc. '' 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: "The Prize" , Chums, B, 0, P's. 

38 ST. THOMAS'S ROAD, PRESTON, LANCS, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * ** * * * * * * ** ** * 

FOR SAIE: Magnets 1455 , 1661, £2. SO each; Billy Bunter's PO$tal Order (paperback), SOp; 
H. B. No . 36, mint, £7.50; Boys• Cinema No. 860, £1,00. All post free. 

JOHN GODDARD, 44 BAKER STREET, POTTERS BAR 
HERTS., E N6 2EB, Tel. POTTERS BAR 59555 
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MECCANO MA1,AZINE ICJ3'l 
Now available ! '!he first volume in our new series of quality 

facsimi le reprints of the MF.CCANO MAGAZINE i s now ready . Jt 

contains the six issues Ja.nuazy to June, 1939, re produced 

f'ai thfully including th e FULL. COLOUR COVERS, all advertising 

pages and content matt e r , on f'ine quality art paper , bound 

in hard cover and with colour dust jacket . 

'lhe MECCANO MAGAZINE was the empreme boy ' s magazine of it's 

kind, catering not only for the Mecca.no products - llornby 

Trains , Dinky 'roys , Meccano ccinst ruct or sets - but including 

all subjects of interest to the schoolboy such as railways , 

aircraft , engineering , s tamp s , photography and so on. Now 

once again you can recapture through the pages of the ''J'l1. f.1" 

some of the schoolboy magic of the last glorious months of 

the 1930' s . 

'lhe first reprint volume contains over 500 pages , hundreds of 

photographs and ill11str a tion s ,, and co s ts £15 . 00 plus £1 . 50 

postage and packing . Al ternatively you can purchase Joane , 

unbound copies of the maga.zinn for £1 . 50 each plus 50p post 

and pa cking (state month s required). A full col our brochure 

describing the book i s avail al, le fre e ( s. A. 8. please) . 
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HOWARD BAKER F/\.CSHITLF.S: \~e can sup pJy most MAGNE'J' and r.fil',J 

volumes a t r:, . 95 ea ch (plus po s tage £ 1.1 0) and have an 

illustrated catalogue of the s 1~ avail able at 50-p. Also in the 

cat alo gue a re dAtai ls of the Hunte r hard cover and paperback 

books and many other items to inte r est the O. B. B. collector . 

Secondhand H. B. facsimil es : Cl1?an us ed cooi es are avai l able of 

MAG!Hi,'1' Vols . 4, 6, 7, 9 , 10 , 1<3, 20, 31, 32; GE!'•! Vol s . 1, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7 ; NrJ,UO~ J,F,E Vol . 1; !fOLIDJ\V AJrutTAL~-i 1920 , 1925, 
1976 , and HBFA 1974 . 'lhe rie a:re a ll £4. 00 plus f 1.1 0 riostage 

(any quantity) . A-lone and r es,?rve t hem if you wish . 

D. M. BENTLEY 
P.O. BOX 22. PUDSEY. YORKS. s=~ 
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