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Large collection of bound Volumes of "Penny 
Dreadfuls'' purchased recently . These include: Dark 
Deeds , Jack Hartaways , Jane Shore , Quinten Matsyo , 
Loves of Paris , Wandering ApJprentice s , Gipy Maud and 
many others . A visit really reiquired to see thi s fine 
collection. Visito r s most welcome , please ring first . 

Very g-ood stocks of alll the popular Boys' pape r s 
and comics and some scarce Ol[les as well'. Over 100 , 000 
in stock. So much to offer ~ 

Boys' hardbacks - over 10, 000 including- 500 
Henty . Always worth a visit t<> '!Aladdin's Cave" . 
Nowhere a stock like this~ Seeing- is beli eving- and I 
haven't stopped buying - yet ~ Some bargains as well ~ 

Wishing; all my customers/friends all the Very 
Best for Xmas and the New Year~ 

84 BELVEDJE:RE ROAD 

LONDON SE19 2HZ 

Tel. 01 771 9857 

Nearest Station - (B . R . ) Crystal Palace 
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ALL OUR 

Whatever e l se is lost among the years 
Let us keep Christmas -
its meaning- never ends ... 

Whatever doubts assail us, or what fears -
Let us hold close this day -
remembering friends 

When I was a cliil d, the gTeat thing to look forward to at 
Christmas Time was the month before Chr i stmas. The weeks leading up 
to the great occas ion . The Season. The Fes ti ve Season. 

Getting reading for Christmas was a joy. Stoning- the raisins, 
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washini;i: the currants , pitting the prunes, shredding the peel . When Mum 

made the puddinJ!S and the cakes. And when Mum g-ave one the di sh to 

clean out with a spoon . And then the day when the puddin~s boiled for 

hour after hour in the copper or the big: saucepans . 

Preparinf!' the Christmas card s for posting . Making the paper ­

chains . Home - made chains in the dining-- room or sitti ng - room or what ­

ever one called it . More elaborate , bc.up:ht chains , with holly and 

mistletoe in the drawinj! room , or parlour , or simp l y the front room , 

maybe . We hadn ' t got to the pretentioUl sness of "loun~s" in those happy 

days . 
Tbe shops all indi viduall y decorated . The Penny Bazaar , which 

wai:l what the y called the Marks & Spencer ' s shops - nothing- over a 

penny . You would not j!et much for a penny nowadayi; - not much for one 

of the tuppenny - halfpenny diddlers . Ml· . Woolworth' s 3d. and 6d. St0r e -

nothing over 6d. , and all three floors looking- like fair yland . 

The grocer g'ave Mum a Chri s tmas present to exp re ss his thanks 

for her year ' s custom . "To thank you for your patronal!e ~" 

The trruns, with the drivers Jumping on the sand - pedal if the 

lines happened lo be icy . Service : a c:ar every ten minutes from earl y 

mornin g till lat e at night . The barrel ·or1?an playing "The Mistletoe 

Bough" . The Salvation Ann y band playing- "While Shepherdti Watch ed " . 

The wait::. sine:inl!' "Good King Wence8las" . 

At lhe tram stop 1 the lirt le ma n with hi s barrow with the irlowine­

coals , se1ling hot chestnuts ar a penny a bag . 

Christmas Time was not norm aLlly a busy peri ud for the cin emas , 

but certain film s seemed to come round , year a fter year . Frank 

Keenban in "The Bell s " , a weird and snowy adventur e to chill our 

ma r rows ; Marguerit e Clark in "The Seven Swans" , a piece of fant asy 

to j!et us in the Christmas m ood , or BE?tty Bronson in "Pe te r Pan" to 

delig-ht everyone , and with a magnificent musical accompanim ent by a 

particular cinema's famous orchestra . 
And ever y week in the run up to Christmas brought a spec ial 

Christmas Number of our favourite pa·pers . And even though Double 

Numbers were things of the past , tber,e was still something very special 

about an y Chri stm as Number. Fif ty yea rs ae:o, if we were about then , 

we had the Ghost of Mauleverer Towers - one of the best Chri stmas 
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series - in the Mal!net, and, in the Gem , we enjoyed the re telling of 
Tom Merry ' s first Christmas, brouttht forward from 1907 when the Gem 
was a new boy in the shops . Great days . 

Enough of day - dreaming . We can ' t en j oy yesterday's Chri:::itmas 
ag-ain, except in our memorie s . But we can niake the most of thi s 
Christmas, rememberimr that it is the birthda y of the Saviour . 

1 wish you all a very, very happ y Chri st mas am one- your loved 
ones . And may the New Year bring you every blessing. 

MAGICt ENCHANTING'. 

Earlier this year I wrote of a re viv al of the love ly show 
"Cavalcade" , (which opened fifty years ago at Drury Lane), at the 
Fa r nham Redg-rave Theat re. La ter, I ,!!ave the information that the show 
was to be pre sente d for a further seven weeks at Farnham . Some of our 
re ade rs managed to get alonl! to see it . 

"Real maftlc ~ Absolut ely enchan ting ~" was how Mr . Maurice 
Hall described it ; after going- one nigoht with a family party . ''We 
ehjo yed i t so much , " said Mr . Hall , who made the journey from hi s 
home at Weybridge . "Afte r the glowing accou nt in C .D . ther e could tlO 

easil y have been an anti - climax , There was not a trace of it . The C "D , 
account d id not over - praise tbe show ~ It was absolutely !!reat, we all 
agreed . If I could g-et seats to see it ag-ain. I would be there like a shot . 

11 

Equall y ent hu siastic was Mr , H . G. Martin of Orpington . "Our 
1-!-hour j ourney to Fa rn ham was ampl y repaid by the r eall y splendid 
produ ction of •Cav-alcade ', "wrote Mr , Mart in . He 1 like everyone who 
s aw it , was deeply impressed by the crow d ~cen es and the way the 
imm ense cast , hund re ds strone. , was handled " 

"I~ ?" stres sP.d Mr . Martin , "tr y and gcet a seat to see it aitain 
befo re the final curta in , but meanwhile I itive you another line from tbe 
play , whic h I think is particularl y apposite to our hobby: 
J ane (to Ell en) "Time chan e"eS man y thih1ts , but it can't chane:e old 
friend s . " 

And Mr . Martin wound up with: "Thank you aga in for brin~ine' to 

my attention thi s wonderful producti on, throut!h the pa!!eS of C .D . " 
Madam and I went to see it a~in , this time wit h two dear friends , 

one of my Old Boys and his cbarminl! wife who is one of m y Old Girls , 



Page 6 

who came up, all the way from Hereford to see "Ca valcade" . We loved 

every minute - every second - of that wonderful show . And then we sat 

up till the wee small hours talkin g over old times . 

Many scores of readers have sent me letters of appreciation 

this past summer over our memories of "Cavalcade" in C .D . Letters 

tum.bled in from all over the country and all over the world , from people 

with long memories . I couJd not r epl y to them all . But my very .sincere 

thank s to all who wrote . 

ANYONE REMEMBER MY GAL? 

In a fine article concerning Gilbert Chester in last month 's C .D . , 

Mr . Christopher Lowder mused over the author' s expe nse acco unt s in 

the ye ar 19 27 1 and quoted : "A gaJlon of petrol - 2/ 6" . If there was no 

mistake in the entry , then I can only saiy that there must have been 

considerable deflation in the followimr years . 

I bought my first car in 1936 . At that tim e , and for a ,rood many 

ye ars afterwardb , the best petrol was Nat ional Benzole , Cleveland 

Discol ; and Shell - and the price was 1/6 a irallon . I regularly paid out 

s ix bob for four g-allons . And cheape r brands wer e 1/ 4 a l!allon , and , 

at some places , even 1/ 3 . 

Whe n I got rid of my last car about a dozen ear s ae:o, the.re still 

had not been any 'Ver y considerable increase In the pric e ot a ~allon . 

THE PRINCESS SNOWEE ' S CORNER. 

"My Mum was out at a church meeting . My Boss wai; up~tai rs in 

his Den typini;r awa y like a maniac . I had been out on an off1c1al eng-ag-e­

ment . I ret urned home about nine , and went in through my own cat door . 

That infernal tapping was stil l going or1 upstairs . My Mum wa s st ill out , 

I went int o the small recess in the hall where the telep hone is . I gol up 

on to the telephone seat . It 's not r eall y a telephone seat . It ' b a piano ­

s tool , but we have n't got a piano any more . Whate ver it is , I spread 

myself out in comfort . ; 

By an by, down came the Editor . He opened the front door , went 

out on the porch , and called : "Snowee ,eee~ Ting, ting ting~" He clos ed 

the door, went through the hall , past me, and out at the side door . He 

ca ll ed: "Snoweeeee'. Ting , ting , ting(. Where are you Snowee?" He 
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closed the side - door, and went out the back door into the rrarden . I 
heard him: "Snoweeeeee'. Ting , ting, tine:\ Come in out of the cold , 
Snoweeeee ~" Humans!. Very embarrassing- to us cats now and then . 

He came in , and back in to the hall . His eyes fell on me , on the 
te lephone - seat . "Where have you come from?" he demanded . 

I rather like this Christmas weather . My bed is one of those 
long-wicker carriers with two handles. Human s carry their babies about 
in them . Provided they change my bed cushions every week , I like it 
very much . It is under the Editor's desk , rie:ht up against the radiator . 
I retire to it about 9 o'clock most nil!'hts . 

About ten , he comes up with my dish of warm milk . He g-oes 
down on his hand s and knees . and crawls through to me . It1 s really a 
very undig-nified pos ition for the Editor of an imp ortant n,aQ'azine . And; 
at his aire , I sho uld think it's risky " He could easily E£et cramp , and !!'et 
stuck , so that my Mum might have to send for the Fir e Brigade to sret 
him out o 

I wake up and drink up my milk , and then , be says "Good little 
geU" scraps his way out from under the desk 1 and stag'irers to hi s feet " 
The y spoil me . 

My Mum wishes you all a Very Joll y Christmas, and so do I. 
Yours , with that Christmas feeling , Snowee . 11 

THE EDITOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * 
Heartfelt t hanks EFic fox• another ye ar of shee r nost a lgia . Happy Xmas all . 

CHARLES VAN RENEN 

* * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • 
Merry Xm as and Happy New Year to a ll Old Boys. 

McMAHON , HOZIER CRES, , TANNOCHSIDE . 

* * * * * * * "' * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * 
Chri stmas Greetings to Bill , Jac k , Eric G Mad am, Norman , Jim , Jay Gee a nd a ll hobby frien ds. 

E.RN
1 

AUDREY, LA1UlAIN1:. a nd S-ttARYN DARCY 
47 FISHER ST ., MAJDSTONE, VICTORIA 3012 , AUSTRALIA . 

***** * * ** "' * * *** * * *** * ** * ***********"' 
WANTED : 1930's Puck , Sunbeam , Bubbles , Playbox . 

H . V. HEARN , 20 WINGATE WAY, CAMBRIDGE. 
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DECEMBER 

DannyS Diary 
1931 

No snow for Christmas . Woe is me' . No whit e Christmas this 

year . But plenty of heavy rain . 1931 has been the most sun less ye ar m 

living- memor y o 

The Nelson Lee Libr ary's Chrl :stma s series ha s run throu ghout 

the month , commenc inJ? with "The Whispering- Peril" . Acute dane-er 

comes to Jimmy Potts from far - off Ch:lna . The lon ,z arm of re vensre 

stret ches out . Next week broug h the Christma s Number with Christmas 

in a haunted castle , The story is "The , Castle of Terror" and Jimmy Pott s 

is s till on the recei vin~ end from the stn ister mandarins . Next "The 

Well of Doom" . The well is deep in th,e dunireons of Somerton Ab~y . 

Many met their death there long a)!o. It looked as thouith Jimmy Potts 

might join the other victim s . Finall y , the grand climax of the series in 

"The Man in Black" 1 with J imm y's ene:mies unmasked at la st . A good 

series , full of Christm as fun and shivers . 
I saw a good joke in the N . L . L . over Ch.ti st mas . SJ ow wait.er: 

"Have you ordered anything , sir?" Di sj!U1:1ted diner : ' 'Well , I ai:,ked for 

Christmas pudding , but that was so long ag-o that you ' d bette.c bring me a 

hot- crosts bun . " 
A week before Cbri::.tmas there was a sm ash on the Fenc hurc h St 

line near Da genham . In dense fog , a passeng-er train cra shed into par-t 

of a g-oods train . Nobody was killed , but a number of people we.re injur ed . 

Lovely tales in the Schoolboys ' Own Librar y for Ch.dstma • The 

first was "Coker ' s Christma s Part y", a sequel to the s tor y in the 

November S . O . L . Coker has been kidnapped by the wicked secretary 

Poyning-s , to prevent Horac e from going to Holl y Lodge , Coker ' s home . 

But the F amous Fi ve rescue Coker, and go home with him for Christma s 

An unu sual sett ing for Chri stmas , but g-rea t. The second st ory 1s 

"Trailing the Pha ntom" . The Fi st ical Four have come home from 

Canada , bring ing with them to Rookwood the Americ an boy, Texas Lick . 

Jimm y invites him to the Priory wherH Lick plays ghost . At the end of 

the story , back at Rookwood , Lick doesn 't like Rookwood , run s away 
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after makinQ" the place too hot to hold h im , and is never seen al!'ain by 
the Rookwood chums . He 's no lo ss . 

I have had two Union Jack ' s this month , and they are both very , 
very g-ood. The first one is "A Corner in Crooks 11 by Robe rt Murra y. 
This is actuall y an old story , it appea rs , and it started a .series about 
the Criminals i Confederation , which was headed by the sinister Mr . 
Reece and Sir Phillip Champi on . It was the most popula r series ever to 
feature in the Union Jack , so the editor says . The rest of the series will 
follow th i s one . An old man and hi s nephew arr ive at Mrs _. Rag !!etts ' 
boardirnr - hou se in the Ed_gware Road - and eerie and dangerous things 
follow . I loved the story , and look forward to some more. 

The other Union Jack was the Christmas Number , and the story 
is "The Phantom of the Pantomime" by W, J . Elli ott . A theatrical 
touring compan y find themsel ves booked to play Christma s week in a 
disused and derelict theatre in a small town - and !!'rues ome thinf,!s follow . 
A fine tale of Christmas m yster y . 

In real life , there has been a terrib le crime in London , just before 
Chr istmas ~ A li t tl e g'irl of eleven . named Vera Page , was l'eported 
missin.e: from her home . Two days later , on 16th December , he r body 
was found acros s the trad es men entrance of a hou:se i_n Kensi ngton . She 
had been murdered . At the inque st . suspicion seems to be pointine­
towar ds a man named Percy Rush , but there has been no a rr e st so fa r . 

The Modern Boy's Christmas Number ha s 48 parres , There is, 
for the one week only , a story of Greysto nes School en titled " The Human 
Banana" by G . E . Roches ter , and I expect th at is the last of them , for 
his new series about Porson 1 s Fl yi ng School has now started. In the 
Modern Boy there is a new se rie s by Alfred Ed!!'ar about weird v isitors 
to Britain from the earth 1s eore afte r an eart hquak e . And the Captai n 
Justice stories by Mur ra y Robe rts are st ill g-oing strone . 

Mr. Winston Churchill has been knocked down by a taxi in New 
York , and has land ed in hospital. I hope that he will iret on all ri~ht. 

The Gem opened this week with it s Christm as Nun1b€.r, and it1 s 
a love ly story , "St . Jim's for Merrie Christmas" . It is an ex tr a - long 
tale ; and everythin g-else has been dro pped to make room for i t. 
Garol -s ing-ers . the Rev . Dodd s, and Cousin Ethel and Marmaduke 
Smythe all turn up with our favourite chum s at Tom 's home in 
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Huckleberry Heath . 
Next , "The Bi g· Nine a:t St. Jim's" . In the end it is the Te rri ble 

Three who catch Jim , the NaHer . Then "Journali sts of St. Jim ' s" in 
which Tom Merry starts hi s famous weekly and Miss Faw ce tt pays him 
a visit . Finally , "Tom Merr y - Editor ·" , in which Tom Mercy's Weekly 
No . 1 appears , lim ite d to one copy . And there is no charge for read ing 

it . 
In Rome the roof of the Vatican Lib rar y collapsed , and 15 , 000 

valuable books were ruined and lo st to the world . 
Onl y three Rookwood tales in the Gem thi s m onth . "Silver 's 

Splendid Spook' \ featuring a gho st at the P rior y~ Then "Muffin Find s 
the Way" , with Muffin turning up at the Priory . The third had been 
announced as "Sil ver ' s Spook Succ eed s' '', but when it appeared it was just 
called 11Si1 ve r ' s Spook" which was ve ry odd ~ e spe c iall y oonsid erimr the 
title of the tale of a fortnight ea r lier . A s ub- standa r d Rookwood 
Chr istma s se r ies , which tr ied bard without much ~uccesb < 

The Magnet opened the ·month with a tr uly i:iplend1d sine,le s tor y 
" The Bound e .rY s Blunde r" in which Ver 1n.on- Sm.ith bas a bitt e r fe ttd with 
the F:rench maste r . Th.en an othe r sinl="!;'1e tal e "A Br other ' s Sac .rific -311 

in which Frank Nuf.tent t ried to sa cr ific e him self for his younge r bro the .r. 
I , a l so , ha ve an old er broth er , but I don' t supp ose he would s acrif ice 
him se lf for m e . 

Then the start of a magnificent Chri s tmas ser ie s "The Ghost of 
Maule vere .r Towers " . It ' s jus t gor geo 1us 1 as Bunter t r ies to ta ck him self 
on to the part y , but the pa ls are not at Wha r ton Lodge 1..his Chr is t-mas ., 
but at Maul y ' s home . But Bunte r find s a way 1 by way of a well , int o the 
Towers , Ne.xt in the s e r ies , "Th e Unknown Hand " with th re ats bein~ 
made against Mau leverer , And Bunter dis cover s tha t Mauly ' s "man" , 
Or ris , is in debt to booki e s . A lovel y serie s that goe s on next m onth < 

My own brothe r ma y not be lik e, Fra nk Nug-ent ., but he 's not so 
bad e He ga ve me the new Holida y Annual on Christma s morning , I 
didn 't sa y so to D oug , of course , but this is reaily the worst of ail the 
Holiday Annuals so far . Hea ps too many shor t stories . The main 
attraction is a cricket tale of Greyfriaxs , "The Vanished Eleven" . 
The r e is a St. Frank's s tory , and it may be the first time St. Frank 's 
has been in the Annual . 
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Christmas Day is on a Friday this year . After Chr istmas , Dad 
has booked to take Mum and me to the New Empress Theatre at Brixton 
whe re we are goini;r to see "Dick Whittingt on" . The stars are Dai sy 
Dormer , Harold Walden and Carmo, the Magician . Doug has booked to 
take his youn g-lad y, Edith Gill , to th e Pla yhouse Theatre in London to 
see Gladys Coope r in "The Pain te d Veil" . 

At the pictures thi s month we ha ve seen Clara Bow in "Kick In" 
which was li vel y ; Jack Oaki e in "June Moon"; Ramon Novarro in 
"Daybreak''; Will Rogers in ' 'Youn g as You Feel "; Wallace Bee ry , Je an 
Harlow , and Clark Gable in "The Secret Six' 1 whi ch is a terrific gan!:!1:iter 
pic ture ; Buster Keaton in "Romeo in Pyj ama s" ; Gary Cooper and Caro le 
Lombard in "I Take This Woman'' , which Mum liked and I didn ' t : and 
Victor McL agle n and Jean e tte Macdon ald ln "Annabelle 's Af'fairs 1

' . 

The Post Office has delivered millions of letters and parcels thi s 
Chr istmas , and , when you think of the cost , you can see the mone y tbey 
have taken : Le tters 2!d . , Post cards ld • ., Printed matter~ -. for 
2 ounce s ; and parcels 2 lbs . for 6d . 

CED IT OR LAL COMMENTS , Th e 193 1 Gem story "St , Jim 's for Merrie Chr ist ma s" ha d bee n 

entitl ed "Tom Me rr y ' s Ch rist m as" i n 190 7, and it was To m Merry' s firs t Chr ist m as in the Gem . 

A ple asa nt t:; le wi th no plo t but plenty of at mosp he re , it w,<ts the first Chr istm as at La urel 

Vill a. Al l so1ts of people were i nvitee'!. a nd the l'e is a n :tm llliing sequen c e when Tom Meny 

sends off teleg ra m a fte r teteg ra m to ask permiss ion to invite hi s guests . At 6d . a wir e t he 

teleg ra m was c he ;,:p i n those d3.ys . Marm ;;.duke Smyt he was r e - intro duc ed as one of the 

guests , wh ic h wa s a bi t odd , r ea lly , fot Tom Merry h a d not y et atr ived gt St. Jim 's when 

Mar ma duke ha d bis a d-l'entu r es a nd mis a dv e ntures as r el at ed 1n our r ec en t seri a ls. Cousm 

Ethel is a lso t her e , but whethe r she ha d y et ch a nged from Miss Mayna rd to Miss Cle v el .1nd it 

is im possible to s1.y, a s her surn a me is not mentioned in th e sto ry, 1n one delightful se quen c e 

t h e boys go car ol ~singing , a nd a rn a n set s a dog on t hem . The dog 's na:me is Pongo a nd it 

rem a ined th e sa me in the r eprint . Of c ourse , Wa lly D 'Arcy a nd his Pon go were sti ll m t he 
wings at this t ime , but H a milton 's propensi ty for -repe ating na me s W 3 S r e a ll y q uite rem ar kable . 

"The Big Nine a t St . Jim 's" wa s ori ginall'y "The Nine Detecti ves" . "Journ a lists of St, Ji m' s" 

had been "He ad Cook a nd Bottle - Wa sher " in 1907 , a nd "Tom Merry - Edito1 11 had origin ally 
~-- - t l "T' -. - ~K ... - .. 1- \A l .... -1 .,1 • .,t l 'l"'L! - • • ,.,.._ -U -- ......-:1 ............ t ... .&:_ ... ._ --L.-.i;,,.I ..... .... _ .,.,w:-_,,.. 
uta::u ,1, v 111 J V).t::-i : ry :s- vv t::t:::J\JY ,. 111 1.s vv cs~ L1 c2,.u i.iu .. ,.:n_1 ~ J. Jl~ L .iH .. pvv.i 1u4 ~a.L1uc ., 

T he Holiday Annu al story "T he Va nished Eleven '' wa s a reprint of ''The Mat ch vlith St. 

Jim's" , a Red Ma gnet ta le from the summer of 191 4 , 
S. 0 L, No . 161 , "Coker 1s Christm as Pa rty" c omprised the Last two Ma gnet stor ie s of 

1926 . S. 0 , L. No . 162 , "Traili ng the Phantom" com pr ised six Rookwo od storie s of the Boys' 

Fri end Chr istmas se ason of 19.23 . 
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Danny's reminder th a t the fa mous Ct imina .l's Confede r,atiol'I ya rns sta rted a re - ru n by 

spe cia l r e qu est i n Decembe r 1931 is fa scin ating . ls there any one left in our Sexton Blake 

Circle who re me m be rs them? If so , why doesn't i:omeone sit dow n and gi v e us a brief history 

of the C . C . for Blakian a ? Our Bla ki a na Column i.s a lw ays com pl ai ning a bout sho rtage of 

materi a l. A short hi st ory of the C . C . would be most we lc ome now , ev en if it ha s been done 

befo re. Come to th ink of it 1 Kestrel a nd Zenith :J!lso seem to be sa dly neglected by our 

Blakians.) 

THE VERA PAGE CASE 

Anybody who is old enough to have walked into the newsagent 1s shop a nd bought the 

Magnet's "M a ule ver er To wers" se rie s of 1931 , must sure ly r emembe r t he Vera Pa ge c ase 

which took the he a dl in es in t he newsp a pers in t he few weeks before Christmas of t hat ye a r . 

Da nny remi nds us of it this month in his Diary . 
T he 11-ye ar old gid, Vera , ha d been missing f QI' two day s when her body was found 

in the area of a Ke nsington ho use . Sbe ha d been ravi she d and stra ngled . Her fa.c e and 

clo thes we re smo the re d with soot , ca ndle - gre ase :an d co al - du st. Ca ught up in her c oat ­

sl ee v e was an a dul t size finge r - stall , with lint wh :ich h ad been ov e1' a sm a ll suppot' a ting 
wound , a nd it smelt of amm onia . It was belie v e,d th a t de ath had o cc un ed t wo d;;.ys e ar l ie r , 

a nd t hat th e body ha d b ee n k ep t in a war m , dry p,la ce. 
The l'e w as circ ums t a nt ia l ev ide n ce a gains1t a m a n named Pe"rcy Or la tJdo Rush. He ha d 

worn a finge r-s t a ll simil ar to the one found on the body , he worked in :1 laundry whe re 
a mmoni a was used , bu rned ca ndles were fou nd at his home , so ot was on his clo thi ng , a nd he 

ha d no a libi for the time when Ver a Pa ge ha d dis a ppe a re d . While Rush was being questio ned , 

a woman in t he c ourt shoute d "Th a t m a n is ly ing ,, sir . '1 

The re was ev idently insu ff ici ent evi den c e aga inst Rush , a nd the j ury r eturned a n ope n 

ve rdi c t . The m ur der er was ne v er found , and the my stery h; u nsol v ed , 
T he poli c e proba bl y had memories of t he r ec ent Wa ll a c e cas e , in whi c h W-;.lla c e ha d 

been found guilt y at h is tr ia l, but t he v erdi ct wa s ov ert hrow n by th e a ppe al c outt on the 

gr ounds of insuffi cie nt ev iden c e . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Happy Ho liday a ll r e a de rs. Se v era l books , autog ra phed Ri ch ards and Ha milton , av aila ble . 

ELLIOT T , 01 - 472 - 6310 AFTERNOONS 

* * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * 
"MADAM" a nd the PRINCE SS SNOViEE wish y,Du, one a nd ail , a v t.Kl 1:1Arn 

CHRISTMAS and a BLESSED AND JOYFUL NEW YEAR. 

(EXCELSIOR HOUS E) 

• * * * • • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: Magnets prior to No. 1138; also No . 1421. Reading copies welcome. Exchange s 
possible. Details - D. Wright, 13 East Lane , Sandiway , Northwich 1 Cheshire . 
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PlLAKlANA 
Conduc te d by JOSIE PACKMAN 

May I t a ke this opportu_nity of wishing a ll my rea de ~ a very Hap py Christm as with 

plenty to eat a-nd he a ps of lovely reading . When y ou have r e,c overed from th e Christmas fare 

pl e ase try and think of somethi ng to writ e for Blaki ana . Mate '.l'ia l is st ill yery low , but I hiwe 

re c ei ved a n inte r estin g piece from Mr, Chu rchill a nd the usua l item s fr om R ay mond Cure :.nd 

William Lister. All my thanks to them. 

"THOUGHTS ON E . S . BROOKS " by C • H • Churcbi 11 

When one con s iders the Sexton Blake sa ga it comes somewhat of 
a surprise to disc over the lari;te number of stories written by E . S. 
Brook~ over th e years. Especially so when one remembers that for 
mo st of the period he was produc ing- Sexto n Blake yarn s he was also 
having published EVERY WEEK a story in the Nelson Lee Librar y . 

In the Union Jack second series he con t r ibuted approximatel y 
seventy stor ies " Half of these were Waldo sto-r-ies and of the remai nder , 
14 included Ne ls on Lee and Nipper in the tales . The fi rst of all was In 
No ~ 431 dated 13 . 1. 1 2, entitled "The Motor Bus Mystery" and the la st 
one was "VillaQ'e Veng ence" in No . 1530 , dated 11 . 2 . 33 , a Waldo story 
and j ust before the izood old Union Jack became the Detecti ve Weekly , 
to near ly everyone ' s s orrow , I would say . 

The Sexton Blake 4d . Lib r ary commenced in 1915 and in January 
1916 (No. 5) Brooks 1 first stor y in this publication appeared entitled 
"Mid:::it Balkan Peril s" . Altoirether in thJS ser ies he ha d 14 stories " 
The last one was No. 374 in March 1925, "In the Night Watch " . 

He had s ix in the Sex ton Blak e second ser ies , but only two of 
the8e were orittinal, the othe rs being reprints of earlier stor ies . Hi s 
last effort was in Au Q'.USt 1941 , No . 6 , t hi rd series , entitled "The Riddl e 
of the Body on the Road'\ an origfoal story . 

In addition to all these , seven Union J ack and eig ht Sexton Blake 
Lib rary ones were attrib ute d to L . H . Brooks , but were almost certainly 
written by E . S ,B . 

As m ent ioned above the Detec tive Weekly commenced in 193 3 and 
he was soon on the Job . his fir st being- as earl y as No. 11 1 "The Holl ow 
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Giant" . Altogether there were 23 of hi:s stories is sued by 1940 . How­

ever , the last six were r e prints of U .J . and S . B . L . yarns . 

Mr Bro oks a lso produced four ser ials In the D . W., one of 

whicb "Enter Sexton Blake" was serialised on the B . B . C . in 1939 . 

The Waldo ser ie s had a f!OOd run in the U . J ,, 35 of them in all 

and my favourite is the last one "Villaire Vengence" , No . 1530 . A Jolly 

good stor y m the D . W. is No. 66, "ThB Mystery of the Miser Landlord" 

so if an yone fancies a good read I suggust they borrow these two items 

from Mrs . Packman' s Sexton Blake libra.ry pronto . 

A WAR- TIME CHRISTMAS by Raymond Cure 

Considering the long life of the "Union Jack" and other pe r iodical i::. 

conta inin g· further adventures of Sexton Blake , the r e seems to be a 

short age of tales with a fetihve fla vour , In later years Gwyn Evans and 

a few others pro vided us with a glorious galax y of Christmas fare . How 

ever , as a love r of Christmas I wish there couJd have been even more . 

Probably the demand for Christmas fayre was not as keen as in later 

years = Time was when I would have been inclined to think that the ediro r 

or editors were to bl.rune . 
The tale we are about to consid13r was -releas ed to the public 

arou nd December 19th , 1914 , not a ver y happ y year , though indeed the 

two or three Chri::irmas day s that followed knew more heartbreaks , 

sorrow and disillusionment . After all , readers of the Union Ja ck in 

those far - off days were bound up with such thoua'hts as "It will be over 

by Christmas'' . 
Thousands of youni:r m e n were flocking' to the colours . War -fever 

reached a height that was to wane later , and as far as Enirland was 

c oncerned was never to reach the same fever-like pitch a!'!ain. Re ­

ca lling- the year 1939 , while man y answered the call I don ' t think the 

pitch was so hif!h. We live and learn . We know now that it was to be 

Christmas 1918 before the lhrhts of Europe went on again, as aft er 1 939 

came the Christmas peace of 1 945 . However, more of that later . 

ReadinQ' the edito r' s personal column of the Union Jack . especiall y 

thi s edition , "A Soldier and a Man" , U .J . No . 584 , dated December 19 , 

191 4 , I realise that the editor of our favou rit e detect ive paper was no 

Scroog-e . He had done his best to create in hi s paper a festive spirit and 
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that in spite of a war and the lack of an author of the Gwyn Evans vari ety . 
(N . B . Thi s story for 191 4 was written by G . H . Teed , one of tbe best 
au tho rs of the Sexton Blake Saga . J . P . ) 

Take the cover illus tration (the equi vale nt of the posters outs ide 
your local cinema) a little som ethim r to whet your ta ste- buds . The red 
banner over head proclaimin g "The Union Jack" in snow- capped letter s, 
underneath a smaller banner . whit e, and heraldinrr "Special Chri s tma s 
Number" (double number ) of Yvonne and Sexto n Blake . 

As snowflakes fall on an already snow- cover ed battlefi el d a 
lonel y soldier sits gazinQ' at a small tree - twi i;r fire , the risi nE!' smoke 
thereof formini'!' a pictur e of bis wife sitt.in1r by a tabl e lookin !Z' at a 
photorrrapb of her husband , underneath the title "A Soldier and a Man" . 
So far , so ~ood . 

Turnin Q' the pages one can view a King-- s ize Christmas pudd lnir of 
the kind your Q"'l'andmotber turned out , as Charle s Dicke ns would say -
"Neve r was there such a pud'' . round , plump i laced with white sa uce 
and crowned with a piece of red - ber r ied holly . The kind of pudd ing 
which puts the tinned variety in the shade . Bottle s of wine , a bowl. of 
punch , a lare-e bowl of fruit all surro unded by holly and mi::;tletoe , 
comp lete t his fes tiv e beadin l!. 

Two full page drawing-s of a cro wded gamblin!Z' den , framed in 
holl y , a s ar e most pag,eso F or the re st we must bend to the happenin g-s 
of the day; World War 1 of J 914 . Hig-hlanders , the Lon don Scottish , 
Briti sh Tommi es and the rest of the Alli ed forces storm acr oss our 
picture pag es chas ing the Hun from hi s hide- out . 

While the st ory conte nt is not in the best Chris tma::. t raditiorJ one 
can see the editor has done hi s best to maintain the fes ti ve spirit . A::3 to 
the tale it self , whil e havir,g-little Chri stmas content , i s a fine tal e ~ 

We liv e in a day when th ou£"hts of ye..,terye ar are "ca tchin!! on" 
due , no doubt , to the lone: runninir TV series, "Upsta irs - Downstairs'' 
and other sim ila r ser ie s of the pre - ] 939 era, but keep in mind that this 
Union Ja ck story is no flashback in the mind of an auth or of 1981 , but a 
writer on the spot . He wrote amid the fervo ur of the day . A llowin!! four 
or five wee ks for publication be was reall y catchim r the wa r atmosph ere 
surroundine: him . A clever mixture of war and detective work with just a 
hint of Christmas . 
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Take a ~ood look at tbe British 'Tomm y on the cover, dreaming-
of home and bis wife . F ee l sorry for him? You shoul d do. As you turn 
the pa ges you will learn who he is 1 and why he i s the r e . You will be able 
to read h is though ts . How be was red uced from a position of gTea t 
we alth with a rich , beau ti ful wife and estate 1 to a drunken , g-ambling bum . 
How he fought hi s way ba ck to honour and into the a r ms of bi s l ovin g wife , 
thoug h much - wro ng-ed wife as he had g-ambled away h8r fortune as well a s 
hi s own o All this with a ba ckgTound of murder 1 robber y , deceit , and of 
love , r omance , of de te cti ve wor k by Sexton .Blake , of social work by 
Yvonne . (Mademoiselle Yvonne Cartie:r to you . ) Yv onne to Sexton Bla ke 
who had a sec ret crush on he r , Bl ake had a very successful detective 
careers but a rno st un su cce ssful love - l itfe - still you can't be good at 
ev e ryt hin go. 

If you write yo u find tha t you cann ot plea8 e every body. I have 
made a poin t of not revealing the end of a story so a8 not to s poil it for 
those who ha ve yet to read i t. Rece ntly , a fr iend in Ame ric a wro te to 
s ay tha t the onl y complai nt he had of so me of my article H was that he 
never knew bow the ta le turn ed out . Re ason? Some are not in hi s 
co llection, be li ves too far away to borrow fro m the O . B . B . C , Lib rary , 
l a8tl y , owing- to ag-e, etc ., he co uld not: rea d as mu ch as he use d to . So. 
se ei n~ th at it1 s Chr i s tma s , forg ive m e in this one instance e I quote from 
the s e ve nth chapter 9 he aded Xma s Day " Our Tommy fr om the cover pa2"e 
is h om e - thanks to Blake and Yvonne , thoug-h bad ly wounded and hea vily 
ba nda1Zed - he is hom e . En ter the wif e -

"Oh
1 

m y dear - m y dear " she sa id 1 "I cannot bea r to see you thus" . 
The next m oment s he was wrapp ed ab ollt by his one so und ann and he wa s 
whisperin g· over he r ben t head . "Can you forgive me Mar ion ?" Her 
soft fingers went tow ards hi s li ps . "Th er e dear" s he sa id gentl y, "if 
the r e i s anythin g to forg ive I ha ve forg i ven you. I ha ve ached for you 
and yearned for you , my dear . " 

"I was a mad fool Marion , but I ha ve pa id the pric e . " 
"We ha ve both suffe r ed deare s t" she whispered , "bu t thin g-s will 

be different . Now come with me , I am eag,er to show y ou my Xmas 
present to you . " (end of quote) 

Guess what it was folks? A little baby son, born af ter her husband 
had left home and reared unbeknown to him . Bob and Marion F enmore 
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find the white road to tru st and happine ss whi ch hea ven reminds us of 
each Chri s tmas day. So our stor y closes late on Chr istmas Day, 1914 , 
wit h "That evenin g the r e was joy in the Fenniore flat as it had ne ver 
witnessed . Ther e was feastin!! and toasting- and man y che ery ta les until 
the clo ck struc k midni1?-bt all jo inin)!' hand s to ;:;irut a caro l of thankfuln ess . " 

To close , let me !!ive you the editor 's view of the festive se ason , 
he appears to ha vt: been a man after rny own heart . 

"I cannot refrain from once 111ore wishint? all and everyo ne of my 
reader8 the old, old wi sh of a Happy Christma s . I can hnaE!ine in my 
mind' s eye the sort of Christmas that I hope every r~ader is goin!! to 
ha ve . 

"Jolly fine g-ames in the mo r nin g-, snow - fig-htin~. sleil!hin!! , 
makinir the snowman and all the fun that can be e:ained in a snow - cover ed 
field . On the frozen pond a ,rrou p of fig'Ures skating< with all the vim and 
vigour of youth . That re ader i s the sort of Christmas I am wish in !?' you . " 

Good for the editor . We ma y, ma ny of us , have lost that vim 
and vigour of youth . but we do have our memorie s. 

Nelf»on Lee Column 
THE GHOST WI TH A SKELETON ' S HEAD by Wil ll am Lister 

It was 11th Dece mber in the year 1920. Plans were afoot for the 
purchase of a lar ge 1 old hous e for the exc ell en t purpose of convertirnr it 
into a cinema for the inhabitan ts of Ba nnin£tton; to say nothin e: of out ­
lying- distr icts , incl ud in,g the boy::s of SL Frank ' s . 

Tak e note that I have made it p la in i t was in the year 19 20 ~ Any­
one buyinJ! a c inema today , or a buildi ng-with the intent of con vert inl2' it 
int o a cinema would be mad . l see even the iriant J . Art hur - Ran k Pi cture 
House magn ates ) proud owners of the !Qde on' chain are (accor ding- to the 
papers) put ti ng-up 29 of the ir c inemas for s ale , due no doub t to the 
influ ence of te levisio n, heating- cost s, and the outrae:eou s price for a s eat . 

However , our story commence s in 1920 when a cinema was a 
c inema - indee d a mag ic ca r pet into the wor ld of comedy , trave l , 
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adventure and romance . So le t' s wish the boys of St . Frank ' s every 
succe ss in their venture . 

It's not the cinema as a cinemat that is of interes t to me , lt' s the 
fact it is nearl y Christma s and this old building is reputed to be haunted 
and tha t is sufficien t to appeal to my yuletide tastebuds . 

By 18th December of the same year , my hopes bear fruition . 
From the entrance to this buildin g dest ined to becom e a cine ma:-

"A strang>e , terrible figure appeared . It was white ? and it had 
the head of a skele to n~ It flitted alon g over the snow, and finall y 
vani shed among some trees . " 

I wouldn ' t be the kind of fe llow to ag-ree to every thing that Edward 
Osw ald Handfo rt h ha s to s ay 1 but at thit ; point I certainly do a,rree . 

"It' s nea r ly Christ ma s and it doe sn' t see m r ight unless e very ~ 
thing is covere d in snow" exc laimed Handfo rt h . "So le t it come , The 
mo r e s now the me rr ie r . " 

Durin g-the week there are furt her sigh t ing s of the Ghost of 
Bannington Grange . and a few il lustrations to pro ve iL Schoolb oy Levi 
saw i t too . 

"As thoug-b out of the blackn e ss: itself - a figure came into view . 
It came g"lidin g ove r the floor noiseless ly." Levi 's heart nea r ly stoppe d 
beati ng . By the look of the thing I think my heart would have skipped a 
jump . It' s not only that confounded ghost , it 's also the surroun ding s . 
Let' s jo in the boys on a ghos t hunting expedition . 

"The clock of t he old Banning1:orn Chur ch was JUSt chimin g the 
hour as we arri ve d a t the ga tes of the iold haunted house . We coul d not 
have timed it bet ter . Snow wa s fallini:!' a)!ain and the Banningto n Hi.g-h 
Street was deserted ., Not a soul was tio be see n anywhere . We went up 
the step8 of the snow - covered , gfoom y· buildin g . Nel son Lee led the way . 
and we wer e soo n st andin g in the dark . lofty hall . It was very chilly in 
the re , and all sort s of queer sou nds ca me to us . creaki ng and gro anin g's . " 

All this and a g-hos t th rown in for mak e- weig'ht' . 

25th Decembe r , 1920 . The Q'reat day has arrived . The sc hool 
of St . Frank 's has broken up for the holidays . The Bannington Cinema 
project has been shelved for Chr istmas - a party of St. Frank ' s boys 
approach - 'TREGELLIS CASTLE ' . 

,. 

' 

' 
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"The snow came down pitilessl y and the wind was bitin g . This 
was winter indeed - a real Chri s tma s." 

The boys are on the verge of exposing ' A Chr istmas Pl ot' . 
Mr. Isaa c Levi , father of the schoolboy and financial m over behind 

the Banning-ton Cinema project , had vanished ~ A party of the boys, led 
by Le e . bra ve the elements . 

"The snow whirling> round in m yria ds of flake s . The wind was 
cutt ing- and s now la y ever ywhe r e , feet deep . It had been swep t up by the 
wind and piled agsainst the hedg-es . The y pressed on, bendin1r thei r he ads 
against the g-ale. It was almost imp ossible to face the wbirlin!!' hail of 
snowflakes . " 

Need less to s ay Mr . Levi was found , v illains Webb and Ryan, no 
doubt behind the hauntinEt S at Bannington , were allowed to r!O (because it 
was Christmas) . 

As to the rest , they all returned t o Trerrellis Castle to spend the 
re mainder of a happ y Christma s . 

A t thii:i point the ·edito r pro mise s us that the New Year will brim !' 
the unfolding of' The Bannin&i:on Grange Mys tery •. So far a s I am 
co nce rned , Ws sti ll a m ys tery c Hav ing on lo an , bound vo lum es of the 
1Nel so n Lee ' I find the ser ie s I am readmg- skips from the Dece mbe r 
1920 issue to Feb ruary 1st , 19 21. As there i s a ca ption sa yinrr, "These 
books were loaned to the O . B . B . C . by Mrs . F . Brooks . They were part 
of Edwy Searles Brooks ' pe rsona l collectio n. Treat them with care . 
Thank you . " 

Then the whole of J anuar y copi es of N . L . are missinir . There' s 
no ' Myster y of Banningt on Grange ' wh ic h itself is a m ystery . I wonder 
where they are ~ 

"THOSE LOVE LY XMAS COVERS'' by C • H • Churchill 

There i s no doubt that in our youth the day when the Xma s number 
of our favourite paper app eare d on the bookstails was a red lette r one . 
This . I sue:gest , was particularl y so in the case of the old small series 
Nelson Lees , largel y because th ese papers usua ll y had most attract ively 
designed co ver s in more than one colour . 

To start with , E , S. Brooks nea r ly always !!ave us a super Xma s 
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story or small series of stories, at th.is time of the year . In addition , 
the covers were multicoloured in red :and blue usually . and with 
decorations of holly , etc . (alt hough bliu.e) and of course lashinl!'s of snow , 
very deep ~~ 

The first Xmas number was No. 78, pre St . Frank ' s, and was 
dated Dec . 1916 . The cover showed a snowy scene with a figure lyinEt in 
the snow (Eileen Dare actually) and th•~ rogues who put her there malting 
off towards their car in the distance . (One of them was the infamous 
Jim the Penman . ) This cover had an attractive border in re d and blue 
all around . 

The next Xmas number was a double one (64 pages) , No. 130 j 
containing the famous ' 'Phan tom of Tregellis Castle" . This i s my 
favourite Xmas story , but the cover was not too wonderful , beinf!, rat her 
dark as it showed the "Cavalier" crossing the snow covered lawn at night . 

No . 186 "The Mystery of Grey Towers" came next and had a better 
cover . It showed Si.r Edward Handfo.ct:h 1s car stranded in a ditch with 
Sir Edwa rd and Handy & Co. standin g around and Gre y Tower s in the 
backg:round . Plen ty of snow too , 

The next year (1919 ) Brooks gaLve us three stories for Xmas , but 
only the cover of the fi r st one was any good. The others were very poor 
actually . The fir::;t one was No, 2371 "Dorrie ' s Christmas Pa1'ty " and 
showed a train snowed up in a railwa y cutting and the Juniors climb ing" 
up the steep bank . 

Xmas 1920 p;ave us one of the best cove r s ever with No. 290 , 
"The Ch ris1Tnas Plot" . Tr egelli s Castle st ood there bedeck ed with snow 
and two men in the distance gazmir fixBdly at iL A nice "holl y " su r round , 
although blue and red , and a red panel at the top containing- Nelson Lee 
Lib •• etc ., and at the bottom a blue pane l with the stor y title in red and 
white . 

1 921 was a bit of a let down, the picture being' confined to half of 
the pag-e on the left . Althourrh a pretty scene depicting- the Juniors 
attempting- to oust the rebels from the Ancient House , with snow fall.ing­
it is rather spoilt by the other half pag-e bein g-taken up by adver ts of the 
co ntent s . 

Fo r 1922 we were right back on top again with a red and blue 
"Holly" surround and a picture of Fatty Little fleeing from a Ghost and 
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shedding pa stries as he ran. Blue and whi te N . L . Lib ., etc . , in a red 
oblon g on top and the title "The Ghost of Somerton Abbe y" below . 

Two very good covers ushered in Xmas 19 23, and the sto r ie s 
were so me of the very best Bro oks . The first one showed "Santa Clau s" 
in other wor ds Nipper, sitting, on a sleig-h dr awn by the other boys 
wear in.ir animal bead masks " The secon d number had a very thrilline­
cover , the Juniors watchine- a "ghost 11 t?lidi mr down a staircase . The 
two stori e s were "The Schoolbo y Santa Clau s " and "Th e Ghost of St. 
Fr ank ' s" . 

"The Ghost of Glentho r ne Manor" in No. 498 , dated 1924 , had a 
comi cal cover for a chang e as it showed Hand y & Co. ca.rol sing-in!!" 
outside in tbe snow . A fieu re was in the di sta nce runninQ" in a panic but 
not from the car ol sin t!in!!' by the way . The secon d s tory, "The Secre t 
of the Pan el " had an undi sti rnruish ed cover an d the less said ab out it the 
better . 

The la st Xm as stor ie s in the old small series Lee s were in 
Nos . 550 > 551 and 552 and described Xma s at Dorr imo re Castle . Three 
quit e topical covers , the first depicting a Xmas party 1 ha ving a m ea l in 
a izayly decora te d ro om , the seco nd a banquetinl!' Hall all laid read y for 
a m eal and the th i.cd showed the !!'llests ha vine-a good time on the ice , 

As for the Yarns a t Xma s in the lar1re new se r ies the draw ing·s 
were of a different styl e and system . The y were not usu all y so 
pictur e sque ly drawn , so man y of th em ha ving no backgrou nd alth oul!'h 
the "Ne rk i '' ones were fa irly _g'ood . 

* * * * * * * ~ * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DO YOU RE MEMBER ? by Ro ger M . Jenkins 

No . 173 - Mag11ets 1401- 3 - Chri stma s at Hil ton Hall Se r ies 

At the end of 1934 the Golden Age wa s wearim r a bi t thin and base 
m etal was beginnin g to show here and the re . The mast er hand had lo st 
a littl P. of H i:: rnmnino • ::inn t.he stor ie s were not quite what the y bad been . 
The fres hne ss of the image ry and the zest in wri tin g-had su ffered som e 
decline . The Chri s tma s series of that year is a fine exa mpl e of thi s 
transitional period. 

In a way, it seemed to have ever ythi rnr going-for it . There wa s 
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the traditional fall of snow and horseplay that went with it. Hilton let 
fall an incriminatinJ,?: letter which Bunter found, and Charles Hamilton 
went to some pains to relate a series ,of incidents that l!radually 
culminated in Bunter blackmailing- his way to Hilton Hall in Devo nshire 
and g-etting the Famous Fi ve included :as well , for protection and 
financial aid . 

At this time there was still here and there an example of the old 
skill in analysing- the comple xity of human relationships : 

There was a de termined expression on his thin , rath er foxy face . Quite different 

from t he easy-go ing dandy of the F ifth , Prie:e alway s knew exactly what he wanted 1 and 

meant to get it. At the bottom of his he art he knew that Hilton did not car e much for him , 

and would not have missed him ifhe had not bee;n there. The frie11dshi p exi sted bec a use it 

suite d Price , and Hilton was too lazy and indole n1t to think for himself . 

Perhaps what was missing in tlhis series was the traditional 
Christma s atmosphere . The plot .revolved aro und a conv ic t who had 
escaped from Blackmoor prison : he continually app roac hed Hilton Hall , 
causing a feeling of menace to arise ; !but the menace came from outsi de , 
not from within (as in most of the celebrated Christmas series) which 
disturbed the effect of cosy intimacy . The reader was invited to 
sy mpa thise with the co nvict on the icy moor , but as hi s beha viou r wa s 
as brutal as a wild animal 1 s it was difficult to fee l much concern . There 
was indeed mention of Christmas celebrations , and Price even chose a 
convict ' s costume for the fancy dr ess bal11 but an escaped convict c ould 
not produce the same comfortable fris ,son of fe ar of a Chr istma s ghos t. 
and this was where the Yuletide atmos .phe r e disinteg-rat ed .. This mig<bt 
have been an exciting ser ie s at anoth er time of the yea r , but police , 
anned warders , and bloodhounds werE~ very far from bein Q' seasona ble 
Christmas cheer in the Magnet . 

* * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * 
THIS TIME OF YEAR by Esmond Kadish 

This time of the year ine vitabl y sends me scurr ying Magueb.vard s 
to unearth , yet again , my favourite se,asonable Gr eyfriars stor y - the 
Wharton Lodge series of 1933 - 34 . Unilike other Hamilton Chri stmas 
stories , which form part of a larg ·er s:eries , it is short and self -

I 
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contained 1 and see ms almost custom - tailored for the holid ays . What 
matter if the magic of Hamil ton's setting bears li ttle rese mblance to 
Chr ist mas in tlie big\ bad worl d of toda y .- I can alwa ys ba sk in the cos y 
glo w of well - being engendered by Christma s at Wharton Lodg:e with 
Harry Wha rton and Co . No doubt this demon str ates how out of touc h I 
am with reali ty - as if anyone today can possibly i!?J}ore it , or escape 
fro m iU 

Oddly enou!?'h, another series whic h I re - read cons tantl y was 
written at the same time . It is the 110ld - Fashion ed Christma s'' series , 
wr itten by J obn Whewa y 1 LU1der the pe n~name of Hilda Richard:::i, for the 
"Scho ol~irl" of 1933- 34 , and featur es ) of counie , Barbara Redfe rn and 
Co . of Cliff House School. Babs and Co . are to spend Chr istmas, ex ac tly 
as i t would have been a hundred yea rs earlier , in 1833 1 ln a romatic old 
castle called , appr opriat ely enoue-h, Chri st mas Castle . They dre s s the 
part , too , and if the cost ume s ~ crinolin es and petticoats - as pictured 
by Laid ler, Heem to be re mini sce nt of a slirrhtl y lat e r Vict oria n period ; 
the y look ver y fetchinl!' iu his ill ustrations . The Vic m.dan setting- m12:ht 
see m , at first hand , to have come straig ht f rom a novel by Geor gette 
Heyer or Barba ra Cart land ., (no disr es pect .inten ded to the se two ladie s\ i 
but the r e the res emblan ce ends . The setting is simply ideal for che 
holida y season , and the story ha s a _persua s ive cha r m which envelo pes 
you once you have dipp ed into it . 

The plo t i s familia r en ough , and concerns the befriending · by 
Bab s and Co ., of a 11waif 11 and her bro ther - Olive and Jacob Chr istma s -
who tu r n out to b~ {surpr ise , surp r i se t) the tr11e hei rs to the castle which 
Clara Tre vlyn' s fa ther ha s lea se d for the holiday se ason . Ther e i8 the 
mi::,smg-part of a will to be searched for befo re the pa i r can clai m the ir 
inheritan ce., and they are helped by the Cliff House par ty, and hinde red 
in thei r eff orts by an unscru pul ous (of co urse t ) r el ati ve, gar bed as the 
ghost of an e ight eent h centur y hhrh.wayman ? kno wn, colourfu lly, as "Mad 
Meredi th '' ~ He i s natura lly seekin!!' to find the will himse lf and des t ro y 
it , thus claiming the es tate for 'himself . At one point, the umrallant 
fellow waylays the Cliff House part y and robs them, but as this is rea ll y 
1933 , and not 1833, none of the ~rls swoons , even thoug·h Jack Tre vly n 
is wounded by a shot from the ras cal ' s pistol. Eventually , all come s out 
right, but not before some stirring- adventures befa ll the Cli ff House 
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chum s , and the customary seasonable events and inl!'redient s are woven 

delirthtf ull y into the plot . 
In fact , the story has loads of "atmosphere" . Apart from Mad 

Meredith , there is a !!host , called the Red Crusader , whom a 

palpitating- Bess ie Bunter , clad as Santa Claus and carryinl?' an ancient 

blunderbuss, encounters one spectral niirht . There are old - fashioned 

games to be played: - Hoodman Blind , Hot Cockles , and Snapdragon , 

where you pour spirit over a di sh of raisins , set light to them , and 

scramb le for the ho t raisins . Bessie, of course , ends up with the empty 

dish perched prec ar iously on her he ad . Ther e is even an ingeniou s 

cryptog-ram which helps to lead the gi1·ls to the mi ss ing portion of the will , 

and the puzzle is actually drawn into the text so that readers may solve it 

in compan y with their Cliff House favour it es . Naturally , there are the 

us ual seasonable activities of carol - s ingin g, fea sting- and me rrymaki r1g 

to accompan y all this . 
Abov e all , there is John Whew:ay at his very best , writ ing­

passa ge s re dolent of Christmas which warm the heart of impressionable 

old soft ies like myself . London , for instance, where "the lamps flared 

aurora - like in the white mist. and the winkrne.-electr ic signs , reflected 

in the mirror - lil<e pavement , added a colourful f!aiety " . Or , on the way 

to Christmas Ca stle: - "On sped the car. the howl of the wind bler,ding 

with the frosty cr ackle of the road under the tyreb ••• a .reluctant moon 

came peering- behind the silver - 11ned ,~dl!'e of a black cloud , showerine: a 

fair y - lik e radiance upon the scene . " Later on 1 "the trees waved white ­

laden welcome to the advent ure which lay ahe ad" . FinaJJy 1 who can fail 

to be charmed by this description of the old Baronial Hall of Christmas 

Castle: "It s stern old oil portraits , framed in frolicsome wrea ths of 

br ight red berries and shinin l?' !?'reen, its lone- refec tor y tab le e:listenintr 

with white naper y and gleaming- silver . and hug-e tankards and brilliant 

glassware . scintillating- in the light" . 

Ah , well ..• bring' me the indi.vidual frozen turkey pie , waiter, 

and , to follow , I ' ll have a portion of Mrs . Peek' s pre - packaged genuine 

Christmas pud . please ; or , maybe a Lyon's mince pie - that is , if you 

can tear you rself away for a moment , from that plum p , bespectacl ed 

youth in the tight check trousers . (Haven't I seen him before some ­

where?) 
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At leas t , no- one can say that I don ' t keep my feet firml y planted 
in the nineteen -e i1rhties '. 

* * * * * * * * * * ** *** * * * * * * * * * * .. * * * 
WITH CHRISTMAS IN MIND by Mary Cadoiran 

THE VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS BOOK by Antony and Pete r Miall (Dent £3. SO) is a 
large a nd well - produced v olume tuat bursts at the seams with Chri stm assy chee r i n th e sha pe 
of seas on al prose , pictures and poems. Every aspect of the Victorian Cbrist mas is covered 
from its pr ep ara tions (present buyin g a nd making , c ards a nd de cora tions) to t he Day itself 
(st oc ki ngs, m attins, enormous dinners , part ies and charades). And it ta kes in pa ntom im es 
and Chris tm as c h acity t oo , The text is lively and entert a ining , but the book w ould be w orth 
buying for the illust rations a lone ; t he re are m asses in b la c k a nd white a nd 16 pages i n full 
c olour , It stTikes j 1.1,rt t he ri gh t not e of nost a lg ia to put ev eryone in th e perfect mood fo r 
Chri stm as . 

Some ti m e ago in the pa ge s of t be C , D. t be re was a n attractive r ev iew of a facsi mile 
r epri nt of PETER PAN wi th Ma bel Lucie Attw ell' s in viti ng illust r-'dt ions . T he sa me publis h ers 
(Hodder & Stought on) have now brought out a facs im1le of their 1916 edition of Charles 
King sle y' s T HE WATER BABIES, This. is anot her beautifully produ c ed book and it ha s superb 
pictures by Jessie Will c ox Smith (12 i n c olou r ) a nd lin e illustratio ns on a lm ost ev ery one of its 
240 lar ge pa ge s. A c olle cto r's item , worth its pric e of £10 . 95 , espe c ia lly if yo u h a ppen to 
r ec e h, e som e Chr ist m as book tokens . 

* * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * • * * * * * * * 
CHRIST MAS MEMORY TEASER 

A couple of y ea rs a go we r a n a "memory of old songs" comp etit ion in C , D , ft was 
v ery popula r indeed , a nd , sinc e th en , we hav e ha d a gre at m any request s for a nothe r one . 
So, hu e fo r Chri stm as , is Just th at. Following ar e a numbe r of ext ract s fr om the lyrics of 
songs whl c h we re ve ry popula r in the ir day. Can yo u gi ve the T ITLES of the songs foom 
whi c h t he extr ac ts c ome ? Jot down th e tit les on a shee t of paper , m aki ng S1.U'e to numbe r 
ea c h one in the order as gi v en . Add y our nam e a nd a ddress , a nd post to the Edi tor of C , D . 

It is r ea ll y j ust fo X' you r a musement , b ut , j ust t o a dd t o the fun , we sha ll sen d a c opy 
of t he Seirton Blak e Library c ont ai ning a n old K,est r e l st ory , "The Case of the Bend igo 
He ir loo m " 1 ni c el y bound in ted -With t he t itle i n gold (a c hoi c e lit tle item from the Fayne 
c olle ction) t o th e s ender of the first all -c orrec t solution open e d. If no entirely c orr e ct 
solution 1s r-e c eiv ed , £1 will be sent to eac h of th e tw o senders of t he first sec ond - be st 
solutions re c e ive d. Not mu c h , but it 's j ust for fun. Hav e a shot at it, 

You co uld try out the little c ontest at your own fam iiy Christm as party , and clu b 

se cretaries might try it out on the ir next meeti ngs , a nd le t us know how the var ious clu bs 
coped with it , 

1. It ' s a corner of Hea ven itself f though it's only a tum bled own nest . 
2. The y fly so high , nearly reach the sky . 
3. Nearly ever yone knows me , from Smith to Lord Rose ' bry . 
4. Don't g-et the bree ze up . cont'd 
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5. Go lo s leep my baby, close your pretty eyes. 

6. There would be su ch wonderful things to do. 

7. The y spr inkled it with stardust just to make the shamrocks irrow . 

8. God gave thee to me , and mine thou shalt be . 

9. The y can play a bugle call like you never heard before . 

10 . Let me put my arms around you; I could never live without you. 

11 . The y all go out for a wa lk , walk , walk; a quiet old spoon and a 

talk , ta lk , talk . 
12 . When the sun has gone to rest , th.at' s the time that we love best . 

13 . Come with the love-light gleaming , in your dear eyes of blue . 

14 . Singing- ay - ay - yippee - yi ppee- ay . 

15 , Well . what do you know, she smiled at me . 

16. Though there's one motor gone , we can still carry on . 

17 . God dwells above you, knows how I love you. 

18 . When they only paid him thirty bob a week , he called me his 

little turtle - dove . 
19. So kiss me , m y sweet , and so le t us part . 

20. Many a hea rt is achi ng, if you could read them all . 

21. Why don't you make your way the re , go there , stay there? 

* * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * 

Ntws of the Old tJoys· t>ook Club& ••••• 
MIDLAND 

OCTOBER 1981 

We JUSt reached double figures with an a·ttendance of ten . It was a cheery meeting 

and there was neve r a dull moment . 

We sorted out a problem which has com £: up lately. We hav e OW' meeting in a Quaker 

est ablishment and the rules :- no smoking 1 no intoxicants , no anima ls 'l nd a prompt vaca t ion 

of the premises at 9. 30 - have not been ca refully observed . We decided in future to observe 

them. We do rrt wish to lose our cosy room. 

Our usual features , Annive rsary Number and Colle ctors ' Item , were on display . Nei t her 

was co nne cted with Ch ar les Hamilto n's work , wh ich was unusu a l. Th e A. N. was Boys' 

Magaiine No 347 , published on 27th Novembet ·, 1928 and 53 years o ld to the day . The C. I. 

was a Dixon Hawke Library (4d , ) a nd published by D. C, Thomson. It was No , 124 entitled 

"The Coun c il of Six" a nd date of publicatio n - 31st March , 1924 , Tom Porter's comp,ehensi ve 

. collection never ceases to excite wonder , 

Vince Loveday has recently done a valu 11ble piece of research on the Howard Baker 
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books , All members of OUI' club know exactly what Magnets have been reprinted and those 

tba t have not . He has rec eived a warm letter of appreciation from Howard Baker. 

The game 20 Questions was played . The winners were Vtnce Loveday , your corr espond ­

ent and Geoff Lard ner . 

An am using reading was given by your correspondent from Chapter 23 of "Billy Bunter 's 

Rebellion" . Bunte r tr ic ks Quelch and locks him in the punishment room , When aske d by the 

Removi tes where Quelch is Bunter calmly tells them t hat Quelch hns had to rush off to catc h a 

tra in , as his grandmoth er was very ill with apoplexy or appendicitis. 

Anotbe.r g me was Greyfriars Bingo. Geoff Lardner won. He is always am ongst the 

winners . Must have secon d sight or something . 

We left strk t ly on time - 9. 30 p . m . and we meet aga in on 24th November and 15th 

December . JACK BELLFIEID - Correspondent. 

CAMBR ID GE 

We met at the home of Vi c. Hearn on Sunday, 1 November, 1981 

The Sec ret :uy reported receip t of a letter ttom Neville Wood offering to com e up and 

give a t:ilk on dete ctive stories ; Neville suggested several subjects , and it was agr eed t hat a 

ta lk on "Tools of the Tr.ide'' wo uld be welcome . Adrhn Park ins and Mike Rouse reported on 

th e co nvent ion on Comt cs of 1981 rec entl y held . Thi s had deal t mainly with Americ;,.n comi c., 

Mike Rouse produ ced vari ous items , including sets of p0$tcards on comic characte~ , induding 

"Weary Willie and Tired Tim" . 

The next meetrng on 6th December would be :it the home of Edward Witten ,md w11l 

inc lude a talk on stories with a re lat ion to the ''regression" theme , and Christm as items . 

Bill Lofts spo ke about Fr:ink Minnett , a minor artis t of the 1930 's 1 Minnett got a certam 

am oun t of woTk from Fleetway Hou.1e, but at one time worked as a road sweeper. After the 

demhe of the Magnet , Billy Bunter be came a strip pictur e c haract et io "Knockout" , Chapman 

app ea rs to h:ive been the artist for the first few strips , but then gave up this work , and Minnett 

got the j ob of carrying on with the strip ser ies . Minnett 's Bunte r was not up to Cha pman's 

standard , bur he co ntrn ued with t he work ,mtil a_rou_nd 1961. Mike Rouse produ ced vario us 

issues of Knockout showi ng the difference be twee n the work of Minnett a nd his 11uccess o1· . 

Bill commented thut whi le the Magnet had run for 32 years the Knockout with Buntet had run 

fot 35 yea !'$. Bill added t hat while Charles Hami lton did not write th e stri p stories he r ec e ived 

a we ekl y "rovalty" wtule these were running . 

B111 followed up this talk w1th a re vel ati on that showed his Nelson Lee to uch, The 

0 . B, B. C. movement be ga n in 1947 with the form:.tion of the London Club. During a visit to 

the West Country - Bill had found that a "Magnet Club" existed in &th to 1939 . Bill had tra ced 

and met both the Secretary and the Chairm an of this &th Club and gathered much 10forma tion 

~b out it , 

Bill was WR('tt'l ly a pplauded fol' these tillks . 

Mil<e Rouse spoke about "Weary Willie and Tired Tim"• probably the longest running 

of a ll comic characters. He spoke of their creator , Tom Brown, and of othe t artists , 

including Percy Cocki ng . He illustrated his talk with many copies of "Chips " , with postca'tds , 

and with a number of proofs. 

After enjoying Mrs . Hearn's sumptuous t ea, Bill Thurbon said that he thought one of the 

most interesting things about Charles Hamilton was the dominance he seemed to have over the 

A. P. publications from the time he began the St. Jim's stories until the final ending of Magnet 
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and Gem in 1940 . An interesting discussion followed . 

The meeting closed with a hearty vote of thanks to Vic , and Mrs. Hearn for thei r 

hosp itality. 

LONDON 

An inter esti ng disquisi ti on about the Bath Magnet Club that existed in the 1930's was 

rendered by Bill Lofts . This discourse was enj oyed by an excellent gather ing of members at 

the Walthamstow meeting. Bill had a coup le of Jphotostat copies of the magazine whi ch this 

forerunner o f the present day clubs published . The Bath Club dealt with th e Magnet and the 

Companion papers and also Nelson Lee. Gen erous applause was accorded to Bill at the 

conclusion of this interes ting item. 

Bill Bradford gave an interesting talk on his personal sele ction of Desert Island Authors 

Josie Packman's Schools Quiz was won by the old finn of Jenkins and Lawrence. 

Eric Lawrence had some Clubland Hero ta .pes for playing over and the one c hosen by 

those present was that of Leslie Charteris 

Then it wa.s the turn of Laurie Sutton to rnnder his fine treatise on Hamilton and other 

autho1~ who contributed to the Vanguard , School and Sport and oth er old books and pap ers. 

Laurie received the acclamations of the inter este d listeners at the conclusion of his dis co ut'Se. 

Down Memory Lane , read by Bob Blythe , dea lt wit h the Leytonstone and Dollis Hill 

meetings in November and December 1964. 

One inte rest ing visitor was Darrell Swift who came a long with Bill Lofts . 

The ctu:istmas meeting will be held at the home of Bill a nd The lms1. Bradford , 

5 Queen Anne's Grove 1 Ealing; WS 3XP, 'Phone 579 4670, on Sunday, 13th Decembe r. 

Kindly advise if intending to be present. A tull te a will be available. 

Votes of th anks to the ladies for making the tea were exp:ressed . BEN WHITER 

37~h Mee t igg - Satgrd1y , NORTHERN 
14t Novem er . 19 l. 

Fourteen members were present , A welcome was giv en to Nandu Thdonge f rom Bolton , 

and Michael Bentle y - both of whom making return visits . Nandu had spent the afternoon in 

Wakefield , viewing the extensive library of Geoffre y Cood . We were pleased to we lcom e a 

first - time vis ito r, Keith Smith . 
Copies of the " Ch ailes Ham ilton Calenda.r" were passed round for inspection , a long with 

a bound volume of "Vamty Fair" a nd "The Colhictors ' Misce ll any" . Darr ell gave a repo1t of 

his 1ecent visit to the London O. B. B. C. Greetings had been ex cha nged between the two Clubs 

Mollie gave a t alk on "My Colle c tion" - how she had read som e of the old girls' pape rs 

when a g;rl. Then , how she had pxogressed to THE MAGNET and neve r rea lly thought tb at 

it was perh aps a boy s' pape r! Over the yeo_rs, Mollie had built up quite a c olle ction of various 

mate ria l and be r libra1y conslSt ed of adult fic t ion and crim e , side by side with children 's 

lite1attU'e - Enid B1yton 1 Jenning s, WilHam a nd her recent "dis covery" the Ha,:dy Boys a nd 

Nancy Drew stories, from America. Mollie had aiso brought a iong a few of the "giv1::- ;;.w;;;y;" 

presented with some of the old papers , 

During refreshments , Michae l Bentley produced a box of Items for sa le most of whi c h 

wete quickly disposed of. Harry Blowers prese nte d a quiz . 

Our next meeting will be the Christmas party on Saturd:iy , 12th December . Everyone is 

most welcome . Ple ase note the different timing: - 4 p. m . for te a at 5 p . m . We meet at the 

Edu cation Centre , Swarthmore , Leeds 3 , JOHNNY BULL MINOR 

, 
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(Int er est ine' items from the 
Edi tor ' s lett er -ba it) 

GORDON HUDSON (Ouston) : Biggles fans will no doubt be pleased to le ar n !:'he t he re is a new 
biography of Ca pt . W . E. Johns a"aifa, ble in the shops now . "By jove , Biggles" is by Peter 
Be:tres ford Elli s a od Pie rs WilJiams and is published by W. H . Allen at £8 . 95. The ff:st ha lf of 
th e book r efers to his days in the Royal Flying Corps and the other ha lf to his writi ngs . The 
1.ppendi xes should be of extr eme inte r est to colle ctors for the aut hors have listed -<tll til e books 
written by John s both unde r charact ers and chro nolog ica l orde r , Ther e ar e 102 Biggles books 
l ist ed. Some of the stories are shown as ha y ing first appe ar.ed in "Popul ar Flyi ng" a nd "Mo dern 
Boy" an d then Boys' Fd end Library before a ppe a ring m har db acks. The authors sta te that the .re 
is oome confus ion over the ear lie r books .as th ey fi-rst app ea1•ed under one ti t le whic h was then 
chan ged but that lat er a c omplet e ly new story was issued assu.m ing the or igin al ti tle whi ch had 
been dis ca;i;ded . They a lso state that the author left one un comple ted m a nusc ri pt at !tis death . 
Th ere ar e c opious Tefe ren ces to all t he sourc es of !nfo rmatio n1 but one -very U{>"to - dat e one 
th at ca ught my l!'{e was Colle ct ors ' Diges t, Ja nuary 1981. 
JAC K MURTAG H (Ne-w Zeal;.rnd) i Keep up the good work ! The arriv al of C. D. is the 
bri ghtest spot in the month , an d the Annual a blaze of glory 1n t he yeai ·. 

JIM COOK (New Zealand) · Re Bill Lofts' desire to know if Edwy Brook s wrote a ll the Trackett 
Grim pie c es in th e St. Fra nk 's Magazi .ne ·- Here is a reply be wrote to a r eade r· in New Serles 
No. 122, Sept. 1928 "Yes, Micky Sulli va.,n, l cud write all t he old St. Fra nk 's magazines, 
of cou rse , in cluding th e Cl axen ce FeUowes' Pru>odie s .• • " I feel sure th at answers Bill 's probl em. 

JOHN McMAHON (Ta nn oc hside) ; I -;tttended a "Comi c (ugh!) Displ ay " in t he Glasgow 
McClell a n Ga llerie s Tecently. The exhibits were ma inly Ame rica n pulps . But I met one chap 
wh o had ll be autiful assort men t of Old Boys' Books. He had ~ copy of every old mag atl ne T 
could re ca ll , but he wou ld not sell any of them at any pri ce. 

D. WRIGHT (Northwfo h) : An .:uticle by Tony C lynn in C , D . has sol .red a problem for me 
caused by both T ime a nd poor memory. 1 found that I w::i.s a cqu~inted with the Bill ionairi ng 
Seri es an d the Poppe r lsla na. Ser i es. Yet 1 know I wa s too you ng t'o be t aking the Magnet when 
th ey were first issued. I didn it start buy ing new Mag nets t ill 1938 , bul Mr. Gl ynn 's mention of 
Sid's se(:ond - hwd bookshop was the answer. No doubt Sid was t he Sid Gi ll of Pri ncess Rd. , 
Moss Side-, who kept me ,;upplied wit h the older numbers . Thanks ! Now I ca n statt worrying 
abo ut something e lse . 
M . WILLMORE (Oldham) · Congr at ula tions on the ex c ellen c e of th.e Digest , which a lw ay s 
gives me grea t enj oyment , p:irticuLady the Creyfr iar.; pie ces , for the Fra nk Ri ch ards' stories 
at e my r ea l int erest in the field of schoolboy fictio n . I espe c ia lly enjoyed the attic.le by 
M. M. Ha ll in the Cor.il Jubilee issue . 
G. W. MASON ('Torqu ay); Mr . Wernham has most adequ at ely and ably expressed our 
sentiments in tbe middle pages of th e wonderful Cora l Jubilee isi;ue , reg st ding the fi ne re cord 
of C . D, Mr, Wernham's faithf ul bookbinder, like t he h:wvester ln the cornf ie ld , has indeed 
laboured long , and has bound the l~ ves of a "golden haNest" unsurpassed in its own particula r 
field of Hter;,tux·e . 

J. E. M. (Bri ghton) : Congra t ula tio ns on the Cor a l Jubilee issue of C. D., a total delight from 
yo ur hea1t - warming Editori a l to LenH .iwkey 1s a ppropriat ely entitled "When You and I Were 
Young" . What an in cr edible publishing triumph C. D. is! I a lso much enj oyed Chris Lowde r's 
' 1Nuts and Bolts" (Bla'kiana); background information on favourite authors is always welcome. 

To Jack Adrian (The Postman Ca lled ) and his f.riend Fra nk Pepper , my sincere apologies 
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for confuaing the source ,of the Rockfist Rogan stories! 

On the subject of PC 49 you are, I am sur1~, correct about that old music hall son g . 
Certainly, like "Convict 99", ' 1PC 49" has a long history. As a sort of archetypa l bobbie, 
1149" lo ng predates the radio series about which Bri an Doyle writes so inform ati vely. 
W. T. THURBON (Cambridge) : On the correspondence in the present "Digest" I agree with 
Brian Doyle and Simon Garnett that "PC 49" was a character in a Radio series around the late 
1940's or early 50 1s. . But I also think that there was either a character, or possibly a comic 
song, before World Wu I about "PC 49' '. Memory begins to fail, but I still think it was some ­
thing of a catchword at that time. 

I was also interested in Mr. Hawkey 1s reference to t he Young 'Folks Tales. These I 
think had green covers. I remember them from about 1910 or 11. Both the "Mabel 11 and the 
"King Pippin" series. Our greatly m issed friend, the late Gerry Allison, was a great fan of the 
Pippin ta l es, and wrote an article about thetn in am early "Annua l". I recall in the "Pippin" 
series that the king rode on a giant hawk - curiouuly enough this reference has brought to my 
mind a clear vision of part of t he plot of one of tbte "Mabel" stories. How the Digest brings 
back long forgotten memories. 
(Editorial Comment: T he late Otto Maurer wrote a number of fine articles on "You ng Folks 
Tales" and "Tales for Little People" in the C. D. Annuals of the eady Sixtie .s.) 

Fr. F. HERTZBERG (W irral ): As the person who ]prompted Mr. Lofts to ask Mr . Blythe for the 
Trackett Grim list, I was interested in his statemErnt that that detective was definitely not 
intended to be 'a take-off of Sherlock Holmes' . Jt is surely inevitable that all fictional 
detectives m ust owe something to Holmes, even if it is an intention of being totally different! 
It is notable that Brooks gave his slapstick detecti•ve the usual formula name, as defined by 
Ellery Queen - a bi-syllabic first name and a monosyllabic surname. Certainly, as we might 
expect, the artist (Parlett ?) responsible for the Tr:ackett Grim strip appearances dressed him in 
the usual 'Sher lock Holmes• style of deerstalker c:ap and curved pipe . 

Two grouses about the issue, and both abo,ut mon ey. It is neither necessary nor 
desireable for Mr, Lowder to translate the £sd am,ounts he quotes into decimal equivalents. 
And, yes, typewriter ribbons, like so much else, appear to be veiry expensive, especially to 
those having much to do with old papers marked with cover prices of 2d. But, as I have 
commented so often, allowan ces must be made for current earnings . 1 have just noticed an 
advertisement in a 1948 Pict ure Post for a ball-po,int pen: 8/6. As earnings have increased 
ten times since then, we should expect to pay over £4 now, but do not. 

(Edi torial Comment: "Earnings " a nd "w ages' ' are not always the same thing in these days, 
though th at is beside the Point. We know what Ft·. Hertzberg means, and he is right, though a 
ballpoint pen is not a good eKampl e to t ake. Ballpoints were new in 1948, and the early ones 
were comparatively expemive . But within a few ye ars m ass production ca m e in , and prices 
tumbled. The N inepe nny Bies were first - class an ,d reasonably priced ballpoints, and, indeed, 
still are. On the very first m orning that Decimal Currency cam e in I entered my newsag ,ent 1s 
sho p in Surbiton. "A ninepenny Bic, please," l r,equested. The young lady handed me one. 
"Five pence, please." "But rhatis a shilling, 11 I protested. Almost tearfully she whispered: 
"That's what I have been told to charge." 

And that sort of thing has been going on e'Ver since, and we don't necessarily have to 
be familiar with old 2d, papers to see what is go ing on under our nos es . W ages are a major 
cause of inflation - but not the only one.) 
Rev. J. P. H. HOBSON (R eigate ): T do not think I have eve .r seen ''Chum s" mentioned in 
C. D . I wonder why, It was so m\lCh better than B. O. P. 



Page 31 

W, 0 , G . LOFTS (London) : I ca n assure Nie Gayle that many people have expressed the view 

th at a fter 35 ye ars of the C. D. everything must hav e been written by now - and I strongly 

disagree with them. There are dcnens of subjects and themes not yet touched on. Nobody for 

instance has ever written abo ut the checkered ca reer of Ferre rs Locke who featured in so mu ch 

of Charles Hamilton 's and detective stories . Tom Tart ar' s Schooldays was written by 
E. Har court BUITage - reputed to be one of the best of the Victoi<ian boys a uthors - t hough bis 

sty le had be c ome comp letely outdated by even 1900. ln a nswer to Norm an Kadish , th e artist 

who took ove r from H. F. Foxwell was B. O. Wymer . Original pa inting of .Foxwell cove rs 

were sold at auction for over £50 uch some years ago. 

REG MOSS (New Zeal and) : Two matters mentioned in recent Digests hav e draw n my 

attention . Firstly t he use of the te rm 'j igge r ' for bicycle. T his was commonly used in 

Wellington and I expect in New Zeala nd as a whole during th e 1920's and 1930 's, At both 
Prim ary and Second ary Sc hools we would re fer to a bi cy cle as a 'j igger' - - lend'us your 

j igge r ? Secondly the 'Americanese' in the Magnet. I have always t aken these expres si ons to 

be the viv id imagination of Fra nk Richards. Nowhere else hav e I seen them in prin t or heard 

them spoken. Th at is - until the othe r day. New Zenl and new spapers hwe j ust published a 

repo tt from Cape Town on the a ITival of the yacht 'Ce ramco' i n the round- t he - world race. 

BBC corres pondent , Bob Fisher , wat ched the arri val and repor te d - 'Everyone in Cape Town 

thinks they are the bees knees'. Shades of F. T. Fish ? 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SALE: Books by V. Gunn , B. Gray . School Frien d Annual 1928. H. Baker repri nts and Annual s. 
WANTED : C.D . Annua l 1978 , 

MAGOVENY, 65 BENTHAM STREET , BELFAST. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SAIE·: Books by Angel .t Brazil an d George Manville Fenn. School Friend Annua ls, 1927 , 

1929 , 1930 , 1931 , 1937. 

WILLIAM TURREY, 71 HIGHAMS ROAD, HOCKLEY, ESSEX1 SSS 4DF. 
SOUTHEND 202824 

* * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Hamiltonia, Baker repri nts (including single issues ), girls' stories (Brazil, Scho ol Friend 

Annuals, etc . ) and others for sale. S. a . e, for list to -

NEIL BECK, 54 BARONS WAY, POIEGATE 
FAST snswx, BN26 5J]. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED by Private Collector: H.B . Magnet Vol. Nos. 12, 13, 15 - 17, 21 - 25 , 29 - 30 , 
39 - 40, 42 - 72 all inclusive. Please state condition and price required. 

ROBERT COMPTO N, 57 LONGFELLOW DRIVE, ABINGDON, OXON, OX14 SPG, 
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P.C. 49 - EAGLE'S BACKWARD POL ICEMAN by F. Hertzberg 

Simon Garrett is quite right, P . C . 49 isn't the best remembered 
of Eagle's characters. This is not, howeve r, because he was bumbling, 
but because he was misplaced. The slow and careful way in which his 
stories were built up would have been more appropriate in an adult 
newspaper strip than a children's wee1dy . 

But in one way he most certainly was backward - his uniform. 
In 1947 recommendations were made regarding police dress. 

The main recommendations were for the abolition of the tunic and belt 
where still worn, and the substitution t0f the civilian jacket with collar 
and tie for the close-necked jacket . As a member of the Metropolitan 
Police, 49 shou ld have ceased to wea r the tunic and belt in 1948, but 
hadn't eighteen months l at.er in the first issue of Eagle. He should have 
adopted the open collared jacket in August 1948 , but did not for another 
four years, even though other constables drawn by the same artist (some 
of them even in his own strip) had done so. Even when he at last made 
the change, six months later he turned up at the boys' club Christmas 
party in the old uniform: someone must have had a strong word with 
him, for in the next issue, at the samEi party, he is back in the new one . * 

Perhaps it wasn't so mu ch backwardnes s as a r ea lisatio n of just 
where such changes were leading . Surely he wouldn't approve of the 
constables without caps, the general albandonment of any jacket at al l 
(no need for a' shirt sleeves order'), the selling--off of whistles'? 

* The close-c oll;ired jacket was retained for night and winter duty until about 1950 in some 

Forces, and is still used in the latter case by the Ne w York Police Department. , ,49 would 

ha ve obviously have been happier with the more traditionally minded City of Lonclon Force, 

who are the only ones to reta in the duty sleeve b1.nd and traditional helmet and one of the 

few to use the cape; t he two City constables at t'he top of the steps of Saint Paul's at the 

Royal wedding looked splendid in their ceremonial tunics. 

Edited by Eric Fay ne , Excelsior House, 113 Crookham Rd., Crookham, Nr. Aldershot, Hants . 
Lit ho duplic 1ting by York Duplicating Services, 53 Low Petergate, York, YOl 2HT. 
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