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NEW YEAR GREETINGS to all my Customers and Friends. 

MAGNET Vols. in the l ate 30's and some Gems. Very 

large stocks of single issues. Still have some good 

lots available cheap! 

Many short bound vols. of the B.F.L. at Knock-out 

prices to clear. Various Aldine, Henderson Libraries. 

WANTED: Monster Libraries (Lee) £10 each offered, 

£200 the set of 19. For valued client. 

Run of VICTORS Nos . 151 - 800. What offers? Over 
50,000 Comics and Boys' Papers in sub-standard 
condition to clear at less than half-price. Examples: 

100 good MODERN BOY £60; fair, 100 for £30. Lots of 

Gems, Magnets at knockout prices (my selection). 

Bound Volumes of some Comics and Boys' Papers in stock. 

All the Howard Baker Facsimiles and Book Clubs available . 

Regret prices of Facsimiles will be going up! Lots of 

second-hand volumes in stock. List of your wants and 

I'll send what's in stock. Sorry, no lists of second­

hand volumes. Reprinting Rupert Index. 

Visitors always very welcome. Please ring for 

appointment . Can be evenings or weekends if during the 

day not possible. See for yourself. 

N O R M A N S H A W 

84 Belvedere Road 
Upper Norwood 

LONDON, SE19 2HZ 
(Nearest station Crystal Palace, B.R.) 

Tel: 01 - 771 - 9857 I 
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( Ib is magatine is p r ivat ely circu lated. Th e repro duction of the c ont e nts, eithe r wholly or in 
pa rt, wiltho uL writte n p ennis sion fro m th e Editor , is st ric t ly forb idden. \ 

AUTHORS - PAST AND PRESENT 

I r:arely read modern fi ction , but recently one o f my neph ews 
b ro ug ht me a litt le p re sen t. He s a id: " I read a revie v, on this 
book , and i t st r uck me as be :in g j u st what yo u wou l d l ike . So here 

you are" . 
It was a sto ry, just p ubl ishe d in oa o erba ck, entit le d "The 

Fa l se I nsp e ctor 'Dew" by Pete:r- Lo ve sey . It is set in th e ye a r 
1921, whic h mak e s it r ather unusual , and most of t he acti on tak es 
place on the l iner "Mau r eta n .ia". 

Insoec tor Dew, as s tude 1nts of o l d c lass ic r e al li fe cr ime s 
will remember, was the Scot la nd Yard off ic er who cau g ht Cri ppen 
and Ethe l Le Ne ve whe n t hey fled a cross the At l antic. Dew 
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travelled on a fast er boat, and was awaiting Crip p en and Le Neve 
when theLr ship docked. 

In the story we get a brief p1=ologue when the Commissioner of 
Police in London, in 1921, finds a message on his desk from the 
Master of the Mauretania, sa ying that a murder has been committed 
on the liner and the matter is in the hands of Inspector Dew. 

Scotland Yard is puzzled, because Dew was reported to have 
retired years earlier, after the Crippen case. 

It is a fast -movin g story, with all sorts of unexpected twist s 
and turns throughout, and a b i g sur prise in the final chapter. 
The setting of over sixty years ago is entirely fascinating, with 
all sorts of little nosta lgic reminders to stir th e memory. I 
learned what I had not realised before, that th e Mauretania was a 
sister ship to the il l - fated Lusitania. 

There are one or two spots where one ponde rs . The Lusitania 
is said to have been carrying a great deal of explo sives for the 
war effort, and the second explosion which fi nally sank t he great 
ship is d.escribed as not being due to a second torpedo but to 
flames reaching the ammuntions dumps. I know that was the excuse 
made by the Germans for the sinking of a pa ssenge r line r in 1915, 
but I do not ever recall reading that she was actually carryin g 
explosives. 

In another p lace we are told that performances at Richmond 
Theatre started nightly at 8 . 30. Well, I did not know Richmond so 
long ago as 1921, but I would be dubious whether the evening show 
ever started so late as that. 7.45 I would think more likely , 
for Richmond Theatre drew large numbers of pat rons from as far 
afield as Kingston, Surbiton, Leatherh ead , and so on - peop l e who 
would need to catch a last bus home. 

It 's a fascinating yarn, and one I recommend to anyone who 
enjoys a really excellent mystery. I had not heard before of the 
writer, Peter Lovesey, but my frien d, Roy Parsons, tells me th a t 
Lovesey is well-kn own and has written a number of popular novels. 

Many of us, in the thirties, enjoyed the stories of In spector 
French by Freeman Wills Crofts, They make excellent readin g , even 
though some tend to be a tri fle too technical, due probably to 
the fact that Crofts was also a railway en ginee r. False alibis 
play a big p art in the Ins pector French tales. 

Another was John Rhode with his tales of Dr. Priestley. All 
immensely readable, though the style is a little peda nt ic. 

Of immediate post-war writers , a firm favourite of mine is 
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Andrew Garve. He mus t be an elderly man now, a nd i t is a couo le of 
yea rs or s o since I have come ac r oss a n ew Ga r ve . His p l o t s are 
ing eni ous and immen sely variE!d . The re are no two p l o t s alike with 
Garve stor ies . He has tw o li _te rary manne ri sms which are mi l dl y 
irri ta tin g . He u ses "M ' mm'. '1 

- oo s sibly t o sho w the ch aracte r 
conte mol atinq - too ofte n , an d I wou ld no t l i ke t o count how man y 
times the en dea rment "d arlinq " tu rns uo in hi s cha ra cte r s ' d ia logue . 

St i l 1, t ho s e a r e mi nor d e tails , and he i s a supe r b wr i te r. I 
do1.1bt whether any finer t h r i l l e r- type novels have eve r be en wri tte n 
than And re w Garve ' s " A Hero fo r Leanda '' , "The Sea Monks ", and "'Th e 
As h e s of Lod a ''. Bu t ever v Gctrve sto r v i s t iu - too . 

SCHOOL CAP 

A letter i n my nat i o na l ne wsl)a n er cauqht my e ye t h i s mo r ni n9 . 
Fr om a So u t h r.ondon r e a de r, j _ t ran cts fol l ows : 

"What h a s be co me o f t he s cho ol ca n? It was a:1 ex ce l lent form 
of uniform t11a t. \ .e ot us dr y i n t he r ai n, \var.ne r i n winte r, an d 
s ma r te r all t he ti me . The s1 oh t of da mn- heade d sc r uff y schoo l bo y s 
i s a ll t oo fre C"!uen t t r.es e da v s . " 

We , to o , ,:'lr e sad d e ned a t t h e oa s.::;in- 1 or t he s c noo l ca n . It 
fe a t l~re d :o:-'rominen tl :.,, in all t he s ch ool s to ri e s of our youth - a t 
le a s t, i f we a r e ov e r }Sin y ea rs . Loya l t v t o on e ' s schoo l, when 
we were b oyB , wa s a wa v o f lif e . Th e :naj or il v of youn gste r s wo r e 
!; heir sch oo l un i f orm wi t h •)r ide . My v iew i s tha L o::1ly a ver y s ma l l 
:nercer:t ci:q c wou l d have ] i 'Ked t o se e it scra n ne-d . Ye t , like so r.1any 
o t her thim, s made nr-ecio us bi tr adi t i o n , i s: has :, rac ti ca l ly d is a ­
nn e a red an d on l v ne mor i e s re inai n . I n o ur ·-1out~ , a nd muc h l a t e r, 
v.:e wou l d have t ho ug h t i t i:rui t e im no ss i ble fo r Br itish tracl i t i on tc 
be sc r aoped d e l i b e r at e l y be f o re c:he t a nk s o f the mi norit y who yao 
so qlibly . 

More , t he schoo l can wa i, a svmbol o f d i sc i ol i ne . Th at c o u l d 
be , jus t p ossibly, t he re a s on i t has all bu t gon e in t his vi.o l e.nt , 
se x- riddled , d angerous , a nd i3cruf f y a q c in whi ch we now li ve . 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Anot h e r New Year for us a l l . And St or y Pa oe r Co ll ec t o rs ' 
Di gest emba rks uo on its 38th year . At 38 we 'r e no l o nge r y o ung , 
are we? I n f a ct~ we 'r e very d e finit e l y middl e- aged , How has i t 
ha_op ened? Wel l , I don ' t kno w . 'A l itt le maq-1 whic h s houl d hav e 
pac ked up ye ar s and yea rs ag o a s s team-oio es got col d - i t just 
qoe s on and on . And r e aders still seem to l ove i t, if t hei r l etters 
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are anything to go by . 
My good friend , Mr. Phil Harris , often sends me the Church 

magazine which he edi ts in Canada , a nd , re adin g a copy in the run 

up to Chris tmas , I was much impr esse d by a l itt le niece which I 

think you will all enjoy . So , without his p erm ission or t he 

permission of whoever composed the line s (I hope the y will forgive 

me in se asonal f ri endship) , I print them he r e , wi t h New Year 1984 -

an d C. D. 's amazing 38th year - in mind : 
"Do not count the years , but count the blessings they ' ve 

be stow ed - and the many friend s that you have made alo ng the road. 

Do not count the birthdays, l et them come and let t hem go . Time i s 

not an en emy unless you make it so . 
Do not coun t your tr oub le s when you ' re 

Count th e joys , anti cipat i ng good thing s on 

of TIME and it wil l b r ing its best to you : 

hopes fulfilled and dreams made tru e . " 

looki ng back toda y . 
the way. Make a f riend 
comfo r t and contentment, 

With those words I conc lu de my fi rst Editorial for 1984 , and 

wish my readers, all over the world, a Hap9y , a Peaceful , and 

al to geth er splen did New Year . God Bless you . 
T HE EDITOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

JANUARY 1934 

Oannfs Oiar~ 
1934 came in with most o f us no t being able to see ver y fa r . 

A dens e fog env el oped London throu ghout New Year ' s Day , and it 

st retched all over the southe r n counties . There were any amount 

of accident s , and a number of deaths as a result of th e f og . 

In Modern Boy , the new se ri es about King of the Islan ds has 

continued, and the sto rie s a r e great reading . Ooenin g tale of the 

year i s "The Atoll of Mys t er y" . Ken , l ooking for th e wonderful 

p ink coral, comes on a myste r y . On th e isl an d , whic h is su poose d 

to be unhabited , there are hid den watchers . 

Nex t, "The Secre t Men of Tunaviva" . It is the loneliest 

island in the wor ld, yet the bull ets ar e f l y i ng around . In the 

th ird week there is "Ken King ' s Defeat" . Ken King is the pluckiest 

ch ap in the South Seas , but not the lu ckiest - and luck goe s 

ag ainst him in thi s sto r y . Finally, "Koko 's Grea t Fi ght" . Koko 
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i s Ken Ki ng ' s bo ' sun on t h e "Dawn " , and he de arly loves his whi te 
ma ste r . And th i s we ek Koko ' s loya lt y i s tested a nd not f ound 
want i ng . Just great . The ser i e s aoes on ne x t month . 

Also in Modern Boy there i s a new series of ai r t a les, 
entitled "Th e Flying Comedians" by Gera l d Magnus . The Cap t ain 
Just i ce se ri es has continued a l l the month , a nd there i s a motor­
r acin g s eri al "Thunder Ahead." und e r t he name of Si r Mal colm 
Campbel l. 

There .i.s a new i nv e ntio n just marketed ca l le d Polythene . I t 
is a k in d of see - thro ug h , wa te rn r oof material, ha ndy fer p r otective 
"Wr a_o~ i ng and t h e maki ng of ba q s (wra JJnin g ba crs, not trousers ) . 
Dad sa y s it ' s only a f r eak af f a ir an d won't l ast fo r lon q . A 
cr aze like Yo- y o, says Dad . Mv Dad ' s a q enius . 

Tl: e no t i ce a bo ut the 2ima 1qa m,1tion 1tlit h th e Ne l son Lee Librar y 
ha s now b e e n droooed from the Gem he.;1din qs , though the Ne ls o n Lee 
ser ial con tinu es e ver v week . At S t . J i m' s , the se r io s a bout Torn 
Merry bein q dm·m o n h is l uck ha s now ended , a nd I have e njo y ed i r. 

ve r y :nuch . F i r s t t ale oE 193 4 is " 'l'ht" Bov from t he Unc:ler world ". 
Mr . Poins e t t has turned uo a t l o nq l as t a nd set ~ iss Fawce tt ' s 
a ffa.i r s r.ig h.t aq ain . But Tom do e sn ' t f or qe t th e _ i tt le waif , .:-oe 
Pr c1.yne 1 wi t h who m r1e was f.rie :.dlv in the slu rns cf Londo n. Torn 
Me r r y cl.ecidcf'.' to b ri ntr Joe to St . Jim ' s , and Dr. Hol mes acceot s 
J oe as a ou:::>il in t he Th i r d Form . Th en c a J1e "No t \-vanted at St . 
Jim ' s '' wh i c r,_ is t he f i:. al sto r y i.n the s eries. .Joe F'ra y n e ha s a 
h c!.rd t im e i n th e St . ,Jim ' s 'rhi r d , bul : be win s t r:ro u9:1 a t las t , 
and Wal l y D ' l',rcy becomes hi s f i rm oa l. 

Then c ame "St. ,Ti m' s in t he Sc r um" . Ti 0 ton Sc hool Dl ays 
Ruqae r , and ch all enqes Tom Me ::-ry ' s n ln ve ::-s to a crame. But St . Ji m' s 
o la y s Soccer , so '!'om Mer r y t.u r ns do wn the cha l ~enge . P,owever, 
Bla k e ge t s uc a Rugg er te a~ which i nc lua es a nu mb e r of Gr eyEr i a rs 
Ruqge r olaye rs - Bob Cherry , Mel r.k Linl ey , Tom Brown , and Da.vi d 
Mcrqan - and the combined Fo ur th Fo r m team be ats th e 11'i pto n lot . 
F ina l o:" t he mon t h is "The Wor st Boy a t S t . J i m' s " . He is a ne w 
boy named Al be r t C l yne , and h e i s out into Study No . 6 . He turns 
ou t to be a bu l ly a nd a rascal. He i s e xn el le d at the encl . So- s o . 

For Lo ndoners t h e r e is a new t eleoh o ne number which t he y can 
u s e if the y want hel p f rom Scotland Yard in double- qu ick time . 
The munbe r is Whitehall 121 2 . l must t r y it one day an d see wha t 
ha .ooens. I f or got, we haven ' t got a t el ephone. 

In the Boys ' Friend L i b r a r y , the r e is a sto r y en t it led "The 
Corr esoondence Course Cowboy". It ' s about Hor atio Hayweed , and 
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t he s tor i es ar e pa rt of a s eries wh i ch ran in Moder n Boy not l ong 

ago . It was a farc i cal aff a ir , and I didn ' t l ike i t much . 

Two good tale s i n the Schoolboys ' Own Library . The Greyfriars 

on e is "Billy Bunte r' s Conv i ct" . £50 reward is offe r ed for inform­

a tion lea din g t- th e captu r e of Convi ct 19 . Bunter has see n that 

conv i ct - and a new master just lik e the convict comes to Grey­

fr i ars . The other Schoolboys' Own Library is a St . Frank ' s one 

en tit led "The Boot-Boy Baronet " . Two new boys at St. Frank ' s . 

One ' s wea lth y ; the o ther is a bootb oy who i s r eally a baronet . 

A new Odeon Ci nema opened this month on the Kingston by - pass 

at Tolworth , and Doug had two tickets for the opening night, so we 

wen t by t ra in and bus . The ceremony was conducted by Sir Geor ge 

Pe nn y , a nd th e big opening f il m was Eddie Can tor i n "The Kid from 

Spa i n " . It was fairly goo d, about a weedy chap who is mistaken for 

a f amous bullfighter . 
At the local c i nemas we have seen "Gold Diggers of 1933" 

s tarrin g Warr en Willi am, Ruby Keele r, and Joan Blon dell. The title 

i s a month out of da t e, but it was a good musical with some g r and 

songs includ i ng "We' r e in the Money" . Jose Collins and Stanley 

Lupin o in "Facing t he Music" was fa i rish . Ronald Colman and Kay 

Fran cis we r e i n " Cynar a ", a .bout a marr i ed man who ha s a gir l friend . 

It wa s ve ry sad , and Mum wept while I yawne d a bit . John Bar rymore 

an d Di ana Wynyard in "Reunion in Vienna" was r omantic but a bit 

ov erd one , and Tom Wa lls and Ralph Lynn in "A Cuckoo in the Nest" 

was an amusin g Bri ti sh fil m. 
One ni gh t Dad t oo k us to Holbo r n Emoi r e for a s~lendid variety 

show . On the bill were Ale xander and Mose , blackfaced comedians; 

the New Tr ix Siste r s who sang and da nced; Billy Bennett who is 

Almo st a Gentl eman; and , t op of th e Bi ll , El sie Carl i sle and Sam 

Brow ne . El s ie Carli sle is t er rif ic. She s an g "Home , James , a nd 

don ' t spa re the ho rs es 11
, and "No, No, a thou s and tim e s No 11 

• 

There has bee n an ea r thquake in India , with 500 dead an d 

th ous ands inju red . And Lord Nuffield has gi v en E45 , 000 to Guy ' s 

Hospi tal ih Londo n . 
A fi r st - class month in the Magnet. The opening story of the 

y ear is "Bunter , the Crasher' ', the final tale in the Christmas 

se ri es . Stil l h i di ng in the attic at Wharto n Lodge , Bunter is the 

means of catch ing a bur gla r a t Wharton ' s home, and aft er t hat he is 

an ho noured guest . One of the best Christmas serie s ever . 

Next , "Billy Bunter ' s Diamond" . Bunter buys a hyndred pound 

dj aroond ti e- p i o fo r a sbil l inQ, Then the se quel , "The Pro fit eer 
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of the Remove". F i shy buys Bunter ' s diamond tie - oin for So/- , a nd 

is very hapoy till he finds out where t he tie-oin originally came 

fr om. 
Last tale of the month starts a new th ril le r series . First 

of th G series is "Kid naooed f :rom th e Air" . Bob Cherry is whi sked 

away from a footba ll match in an aeroolan e . An Ol d Boy of Grey­

friars named Krant z is at Greyfriars again , and he is r ather a 

myst erio u s character . I wond ,er what he • s uo to . The series goes 

on next month . 
Th ev arc givinq away bars of toffee with the Magne t and my copy 

of the oaoer was all messed 11·0 wit h th e stu f f . I took back the 

Magnet , but as J had eaten the off ce , th e newsagent wouldn ' t oive 

me an exchange cocv . 

NOTt: .S ON T l IIS MON T !l'~ ''J).~.NNY'S D li\RY" 

S. 0 . l . 2! 1 " Hill y Bunter's Convict " ,~:is a 3- story series fron° the .t,.lagnet very early in 

the 11e:1r !9 2R. $ ,0. L. No . 2l2 "The Socit- Boy Haron et" was ; 1 3-s t o ry se ri es , intr od ucing 

Vivfa n ·1 ravers ;is .J 'le\\ " boy in the ~e lson I ee Libr:uy of the yenr l92R . 

Ge ni stor ie s :1 r this li 111 e were hei:ne. ~e leclcd from a II ov er the r•! l ee, and it was far fro m 

\ :iti sfacto r y . The t wo stories " hi ch hro 1111.ht Joe Fr:1yne t o St. Jim's, '' The Boy from the Under -

1\'0rld' ' ;ind ""-l' l \\ :lilted at o:;r . Jim 's'' ha,d bee n, re spec t iv.:I)'. "T("lm \lerry 's Re Lurn t o St. 

l i n 's " and ·~ o Cl:iss! " !lo vely title , the 1:itter ) in t' :J rl} ' ''.J I I . "St . Jim's in the ,crum" '"'5 

or i~ in::illy entitled ''T he Ru~gr r Fom 1h ' ' in th e earl) ' n m nmn of l~)Jfl . In p:1ssi n%?;, my p c ~ onal 

view is that this ta le w:is not written by Hnmi lron - not on account of its n.u~ger theme, but 

becnuse of it s c:iudyft vss, fli1 •1sy C<'nsrruction and its ram l>lini;; sections of dialogue . lt has all 

the ha ll marks o f a C . fl·L Jown story. "The \'.o rsr B0y :Lt St . Ji in's' ' ha d o ri~ iu :'.lll y been '' T hr 

C:Jd of .St. Ji,, , 's'' antl t he)' 1,· l' nL bad , ro Prirl y in '()(l~ w pick up 1his on e. E.dit oria! pol icy, 

at the mo:,1ent, was inexplicahle . 

r , t t , r 1· • A I .J ' ; f • t ;.. • i .... 

BEL/I.TED GREE7JNGS to All Our Friend ~ and to a 11 0 . R . B . C . Members · 

Hooe to mee t manv more of you th i s ye a r ne r sonally. 

Ern and Audre y Da1:_9,, 47 Fi [;he r 3t:!:eet, Maidstone , Victoria , 

Aust:rali ~ , 30 12 . 

***** **** *** ** ** * ** * ** ********** 

FOR SALE : 400 differe nt ol d series Nelson Le es £ . 15 0 ea ch . 

Set of 161 2nd new ser ie s NE:lson Lees £ I each . New condition . 

Set of 19 Monster Li br ar ies £190 . Many early Maqnets , Gems , 

U. J. ' s , S . O .L. ' s al so availa .bl e . 

Murt agh , 509 Windsor Avenue. , Hastings , New Zealand . 
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BLAKIANA 
Conducted by Jo si e Packman 

By t he t ime you a ll r ead the se few words Christmas will be over and I ho pe yo u h ad a lovely 

time w ith lots of food , pr esents and rea d ing matt er, including the Annual. May I take Lbis 

op portun ity of w ish ing everyone a Happy Ne w Yea r a nd perhap s they co uld find time to write 

a litt le article for Blak iana . 

WHAT I s IN A NAME bv Jo hn Bri dgwater 

When I f i r s t read Arthur Pat er son ' s Krock Kel k sto ri es in 

Union Jack s Nos . 1288 , 1295, 1304 and 1316 I did not pa r ticularl y 

like them and thou ght what a ridiculous name to gi ve a master c ri m­

i nal . That the se ri es was so brief could have been because Kelk 

was not p opular . However, I d i d not l ik e t he name , it remi nded me 

of the yapping of a na s ty lit tl e lap dog , pos sibly Kelk ' s high 

f alsetto vo ice was r esp ons i ble for t h i s . The name seemed ve r y 

inferio r when compared to George Mars den Plummer, which has a 

maj est i c ring , or Dr . Huxto n Rymer , or Leon Kes t r e l , names whi ch 

are wor thy of th e master cri minals t o whom they belon g . Even Mr . 

Smith seemed far s upe r i or to my young mind . 

A sho r t time ago my opinion of the name was ch an ged by what I 

read in Geo ffr e y Gri gson ' s fascinat i ng boo k "The Englishman ' s 

Flo r a" . Whi lst hunting th ro ugh the mas s es of information on 

common and dialect names looking fo r an other name by which J ew ' s 

Mallow is known I ca me across Kelk . Curi osity orompted a f ull 

in v e s t i gat i on o f a l l th e ent r ies under t h i s name. Th e results 

wer e as follows:-
Kel k = Cha r la ck i n Wil t s . , Sussex , Kent and Surr ey . "The weed 

Charlack . .. a vicious pest ... a vegetable rat .. . with a ra t ' s 

in d ividuality an d lack of charm . " 

Kelk = Cow Parsley in the same counties plu s Yorks., Durham 

and Northumb erland. " To most o f us a n in noc en t - seemin g p l ant ... 

but it was connected wi th the Devil . . . many of it ' s names ar e 

app l ied a s well to the ul tr a poisonous Hemlock . " The deadly 

nature of this plant needs no fur th er comment . Also "Fool s Parsley 

for th o s e who mistak e i t for ge nuine . . . " is known b y the same 

name. 
After the above d i sco veri es it was a nat ura l f ol low- up to se e 

if Krock had an y associations. The nea r est I could find wa s Croc 
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o r crock - a hoo k or c r ook a n d s ynonomous wit h wort hless ness o r 
f o l ly - r e l a t e d t o Cr ook in the Ox ford Dic ti on a r y . The Eng li sh 
Di a l e c t Di ct i on ary do es no t h e l o wi t h Kro ck but g i ve s ad dit i on a l 
i nfo r ma t i on on Kelk whi ch i n nor t he r n diale c t mea ns to b e at 
s eve rely a nd h i t ro ughl y with h a n d or fis t . 

So t he na me Krock Ke l k i s not so ridicu l ou s a s I f i r s t 
th o uq h t 1 bu t, th i s kno wle dge do e s not ma k e me li ke h im anv mor e 
tha n I d i d bef or e . 

T HE STORY OF T I NKER (conti nued } 

And s o t o Ti nke r ' s Sc hoo l davs - ·11i1at sch ooldav f:. t h ey we r e 
t o o ! 

At Gr eyc r i a r s , St . ,J i m ' s a nd Rooblood - ;i.nd t·.o a rat he r le sse r 
e xte nt , St . Fr ank ' s - sc h oo l l i fe Wi:l'-=' ,1c1y c:,,nd co r e f r e e , bu t it 
d i d have i ts sP-ri o;.1s momen t s .. J\ t ':'e•ford Colleqe , hov10ve r , i t 
see med o ne lo n<J rou nd of hil:- 1~i ty from r ~sinq he l l t o ca ll- ov e r , 
with j un .i or s annp,.u :i nq to no :.o b ed d r eam i n,:r un t h e mos t o r i q i na 1 
j ar,es L'1ey could d e v:. se a nd t :>..er: s ne,1Jinn t~1eir 1-.1a k i nea hou r s i n 
ou ttin rr th ern i ,i t o 0:xecution . 

~ik~ ncarlv a l l nP~ bovs , T i nkAr wa~ sub~ ec t e d to a c e r t a i n 
amou~t of ' raaq i n0 ' , the raq ~ers , l n rtis instance , be i ng the 
t hree leadin, : I i.qh Ls of tl:e ju:i i o r schc ol , Y.axw81 l , Or f o r d a nd 
Micky Der an , kr10\ir1 a.s ' The ~h r ef' f"l1.isketeers ' . 'I'ha t Bl a k e ' s 
cl -:~e r y yonnr- ass i sta n t •,,;as ,:cm.ethir.'J 0t,t or the o:rd i narv i n new 
.:e 1 1 ow-f'; U1<..' J,;:1:i-1<:'r s '1u i ck~ v d i 30cverAc l , and so i nnre sse d wer e t hey 
Lv Tinker ' ~ £ j stJc ~:ua. i tics and ~ i s V8r y oh v~ou s abJlitv of be i ng 
able :-o ta.ke c ,1rc of '·~ims tclf •t,al Lhe,· inv i t."'d h i m t o bP.corne on e 
ot· 1.h.ernsE>lv1;s . Thus ch ey Cdli1E ' to be '.<nown as ' Four Muske t eers " 
a nd as a r es11l t. , l i fe at Te l ~:orJ b ec ,J•flP mo.re?. hi. lct r i o u s th an e ver . 
' !' inker b e o im<?. i.nst al ::.~d i.n Sh .1clv No . 5 wh i ch h E' sh a r ed wi th the 
othe r Mu ske t ee r s , a nd i r: accl'ffdancci w:i t h what mu st no v, be re <Ja r <led 
as c:h e u sua l orde r o f t i-.i n <1s ,. soon foun d h ims e lf i n a fist i c 
e nc o u n t e r wi th tl1f' bl ac k s he e~c, o f t he Fo r m - j n th i s case , one 
Lana t o n .Mai nwar i ng , an ou t an d out ca d , wi t h t he d a ndif i e d l ac k 
o f mari nGr s r emi n i esc e n t o f Aubr ey Rac ke o f S t.. .Jim ' s . 

The f our ju n io rs be came i n seo, na ble , a nd even d urin q th e 
vac a ti o n when l:he fe l l ows d i sners e d t o th e va r i ou s ho me s , t he r e 
wa s no br ea ku:) i n t he comb i ne . Where o n e Muske t ee r wen t t he o t h e rs 
wen t to o . Whe n Si r Cha r l e s Or f o r d in vit ed h i s s o n a n d h i s t h r e e 
f rien d s t o s t a y at Or fo r d Ha ll fo r t he ho l i d a ys , i t wa s no t l on g 
b efu re: ll e was .men.tall y .ki :c:.k.i..n g_h i 01s .e.lf fQr h.i..s. r ash ne s s , fo r ev Eill._ 
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out o f school Tinker and his chums foun d i t i mpossib le to r efrain 

f r om pr ac tic al jo k es . When Sir Char les found a four-oound pi ke 

ogling at h im out of hi s bat h-water , and Major We therby , an 

explorer , discove r ed a couple of gr a ss snakes taking r efuge in 

h is shoo tin g boots ,, b o th e l der l y gentlemen thought it high time 

they got a bit o f their own back . Conse quently, when Tink er 

r et ir ed that ni gh t he found the snakes tucked up co mfortab l y in 

his bed . 
Back at Telford the fun waged fast and furious in that most 

unus ual o f scholastic in st i tut ion s . When t he Four Musketeers , 

wal kin g through the village nea r th e school , soied a circus p itch e d 

on some waste gr ound , Tink er was st r uck with the germ of an idea 

at si ght of an e le phant, picketed to a stout oost. What followed 

after Tinker ha d in du l ged i n a most interes t ing conversation wi th 

the owner of the elephant cause d Te lf ord , used as i t was to the 

mos t unusual occ urr ences , rock back and forth in its foundatio ns 

i n a se nsation never before exoe rie nced in its uni que his tor y . 

Tho s e humorous youth s, wel l - known to re a ders of the "Gem" 

and "Magnet " Monty Lowther , of the She l l at St. J im' s an d Willia m 

Wibley, of the Remove at Gr eyf ri ars , often had th eir schoolfellows 

in convulsions o f mirth a t the orig in ality of the ir j apes, but 

the re were some t hings at which they drew the lin e. For ins ta ne e , 

the y would nev er have thought of br i nging in t o the school a ci rc us 

el eph an t; but tha t is exactly what Ti nker d id, and when that out­

size in beasts came lumber i ng into the Form-roo m, ' Rosie ', as Mr 

Rose , Tink er ' s for m-maste r was nicknamed, ne a rly t hrew a fit, as 

the elephant became jambed in the Form-room doorway. 

When Ti nker left to re join Sexton Blake , Tel ford Coll ege 

was never qu it e the same , a matter of much re gret by Tinke r' s 

pal s ce rtainly not sha r ed by th e master s. Harrass ed frowns e n 

learned countenances s uddenly becom e careworn wer e gradually 

smoothed out ; masters whose figures had be en seen to slither 

fur ti ve l y and dejectedly alon g corridors , fe ar ful of booby traos, 

or si milar appliances beloved of the irresponsible schoolboy , 

br aced wonderfully at th e ex hil ar ating to nic of Tinker ' s departure, 

and i f Dr . Te lf ord, the Headmast er , and Mr. Rose were se en to 

shake hands si lently , th e re as on fo r the ir solemn cong r atulations 

was not difficult to guess at. 

To be continued . 
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A LE'ITER FROM ST . FRANK' S . . . by an Old Boy 

The r e i s no d ear th of ta ~len t at St . Fra nk' s . Tha t it i s 
c onf ir wd ma in ly to t h e Lower School i s evide n t ; al t hough wh en one 
thin ks of t he F i f t h it is to llor a:ce S t ev e!l s ' abil it y i n the 
T!1esnian a r t and t o Wi l l i am Napolean Bro wne for sheer nerv e. 

But it is to the j u n ior s wher e one f ind s t he e xt rao rdinar y 
q i fts nature .has best.0 1,.;ed. Take Jer r v Dodd , cricketer extr ao r d ­
inary, r>1u s his s1e-ver .no ny . The 'T'rotwood Twi ns ; Nicod emi.:.s and 
Corneli us ... t-.:1e latter with t.he f a nt astic memor y . NiDoer , 
t.E1e born 1 cader; St an l ey Wa 1 do , i nl,er L tor of hi s fathe r' s o ro wess ; 
Recrr~i e Pitt , next to Ni:me r the hest leader ever ; .Johnr ,v and i:'.crt ie 
Onions , o~ Ci r cus fdmP , Ailly Nation, able to ouotP t~e poet s at 
an y ".Ji vcn momencs; '!'im o t.hy Tac'.-(Q.t' , wi th his ' q i.ft of the ~rab ' ; 
~d ward O . Handfo?th , who so ects i ly makes flis o r esence ' relt '. 

~ut I ~ustn ' t forqer to ment i on Mr . Nelson Lee . I f when 
tr11}: in r:- abou t t.al,::,n ~ t:'1er the famous schoc L n,-1ster-detP.clive rn; t.­
shines P :1.:tr, a i l. Ku t one woul .d ex ncct it r; f ti1 i s ex -c~ao rd inary 
man . IL i~ no~ aiven to any ty~e of s chool-master to fil] in thG 
role o~ Headmaster , hut Lee has nlwa vs been canahl e and h ae 
a c t ually occunied chat ~osition. 

l l:ave w,~ t ten cl.DOt,t th0 Onions ' , -.rot:riers . lf you love the 
Circus '-'Oll •,•ill deli ,rh': i n readi:1 ,:i o f i:-heir r;ast exr.ilo i ts ir: Lhc 
Ri r111. ,Toh,m~- ~s 3.n exr,er ... c:it ;,;lr.ios l· ever .: c:rc1. ,s -=i,:t . Bertie ' s 
::'low or <;r,oone r ,~rr . iE une 0 :w,lled. T1; fa c L, Berrie just cannot 
~oro:et. to ta:'..k natura J.l v . He has mastered the art of snoone ri sr.i 
he use:: it in con ver sa t io :1. Jt is vcrv c:r,no.vi;YJ at ti rnes , but 
amusinq . YOL: hav e to t hink to trans rose thP. i niti .als of the wor d8 
he uses r.o qet. the d r ift as i t. ·,1erc . 

One dav he ask ed me t o t ake the fleas of the cal to h is 
Lo ndo n hom e . It took me a f ew momen'.:s to trans l ate and unde rstand 
h e wa nt ed me tak e th e keys o f the flat ! 

And i t i s ve r y ca tchi ng - contaqious i n fac t! I t i s liable to 
gei: you i nto a ll sort s o f troub l e . Yet vou ca nno t bu t lik e t he 
Onions and espe c i a l ly Tess Lov e whorn they reg ar d as thei r si s te r . 
'T'e s sa is an e xtr eme l y c l ev e r c ir cus p erformer , a nd is at u r e sen t 
a t the Moor View Sc hoo l f or You ng La di es . Some t;i.me ag o , Johnny 
and Bert..i..e_QniQ.ns____own.eo a_c ir:c.us and Tessa 1,Jas-t:h.e-J:i..iece-...o.f t.l:i.~ 
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manag er , a man named Snayle . But when the ci r cus fell on hard 

times th e boy s of St . Fran k ' s rallied round and made it v iab le 

again . They ' took ov e r ' the management and got it going again . 

The h istory of t he Cir cus and the bo ys of St . Fra nk' s have 

been reco r ded in o.s . 464 . 
It is int e res ti ng to note t hat with the a rrival of th e ab o ve 

mentioned Tr otwood Twin s a very str an ge character came at the 

same tim e; he was Col . Cli nton , M. A. , D. S .O. 

When Mr. St ockdale, the Housemaster of th e College House was 

skating during holidays, he was ass enough to go to a weak part 

of the ice, and he fell th r ou gh . Consequently , he was una bl e to 

carry on his duties and a te mpora ry master was fo und . Col . 

Clinton tu rned out a remar kabl e man with r emark ab l e id e as for a 

Housemaster . But of this I will wr it e about another t i me . 

Suffice to say at th is point in time that Col. Cli nton ' s 

met hods result ed in a Barrin g Out ... one of th e outstanding 

Revolts the ol d school had kn own. 

The re are a few lesser talented boys at St. Frank ' s . Chie f 

of whom is J immy (Fat t y) Little . Fatty suffers from Bulimia ... 

just can ' t st op eating . He ref ers to hi s ' talent ' when I as ke d 

him . .. so I thought I would i ncl ud e it ! 

I know of no rea s on why I should exc l ude Solomon Levi . He 

has a t alent for al mos t anything . Mainly bu si nes s acumen . 

a g reat pity th ere ar en' t a lo t more So lomon Levi's in this 

we could so on reduc e the National Debt . Solly ha s ideas .. . 

who will listen to a sch oo lbo y . 

It ' s 
worl d. 
bu t 

HANDFORTH MINOR by R. J . Godsave 

In t he October of 1922 E . s . Brook s departed from his usual 

ser ies of eig h t Nel son Lee Libraries and wrote so me sevent een 

single Lees. This in i tse l f was unu s ual and No. o . s. 38 6 was even 

mor e so . This Lee introduced in a rather ca su al way Handforth 

Minor or Willy Handforth as he became to b e known. The front 

cove r of No. 386 shows Edwar d Oswald Handforth sp eak ing agg r ess i vely 

to a boy of about 12 or 13 y ea rs of age attire d in a dark - blu e 

velvet suit and upon his head was a kind of sailor hat . For a 

jun io r to come to St . Fran k ' s in that get - up was frightful . 

Etons being th e thin g f or St . Frank ' s th e fags regarded Will y 

Handforth with co nt empt . He was, indeed a was h-out . 

rt ap peared that he had attended an e l ement ary school nea r 

Lonaon ca lled Selxeernbe.---FlH-lwood-and-Co being in Caisto~e on 
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t he afte r noo n of flandf o r th Mi nor ' s arr i val , and meet i ng s ome 
Yexfo r d Col l ege boys of s i milar habit s happened to ment i on t h at 
t h ey were ex_o ect in g Han d f or th " s youn ge r br o ther to join S t. 
Frank ' s as a scholar . Acco r ding to one of t h e Yexford jun iors , 
who wa s str uck by t he u nusua l name, in f or med his compani ons that 
a young Handf orth had been sacked f ro m Sell c omhe f or c ri bbing 
answers f r om exam oaoers . Thj"s i n fo rmation was a great lev e r to 
Fullwood who had no g r ea t l i k1na fo r the elder Hand f o rt n . Bac k 
at St. Frank ' s Fullwood actua l ly received £2 f r om f-iandy i n o r d er 
to keP.':> quiet and. kee:o the whole affair secret . Edward Oswald 
soon recovered h i s senses and f orced F'111 l\ vood !_o retur n the £2 . 
On h e in q ciuest i or:ed by his rnaj or Will y Handfortt, admitted that 
he had been exoelled fro m Sel l corni)~ f<cr er i bbi na . Now tha t 
\\lillv ' s 1acse would soon be. common \ 1:owled,::re ac. S r. F'rar!k's, 
Ha nd forth beqan ta so.!:'e ad the news Wf!ich to his surorise WdS 

r,=:ce iv ed by the decent f ellow~; wiU'. litt.1>'; difference ::o t he ir 
1J.sual at t i tu.de t o Handv . Uri.::orttmilt.cl v , there w.::re q,.:i:.e a ::ew 
fellOW(3 who \,vr·re on ly too eaa~?r :.o seize '.lD<),1 ri :; iet:e o= :;uc:-i 
news as was now beinq c irru:at ed . 

Jn the Third r;,orm Wi ll y l-:ardfortl ; ,:a.s •1ciry , t.:. rounh it:-

r,ro_n r;;r : 11 . O\ven Mir.or had be;;:,,nl the r,e11s i•t t::1,z_ : uc" - shoc' wh ile 
Dt.:.r •::hasir_r:r sc.r 1e :roJls for tea r 1:,ie c:::1~''1 l'r>in,:1 su:--,n!ied. by \Aiil~y. 
:'he r0:~ult 01'" O•,von !'1inor' s disccverv 1·!0" fr .. at Wil=.y wa"i to be 
tri~d o" a Thir ,i Form ' C'ourt' ,. On 1-.Pi -:i--r fm:no qui:. t y W.'.. l l y WiJ.S 

-:-riven :::!J1; o r,t :io· 1 oi heinc !'cwoed a,i,1 sen t t o Coventry or -:if ri,i:h t:­
lr.,_:r hir., \t/itll o r withou t cr lO\'E:S, that .:.s the j·a1dr.c.; - Owe:1 Mir!ur . 
ShoL:!.d t1'.e unexpecteo hap--:-,cr, c:i:1d Wi :.iv •,.ir t.hP f i •:;ht ~hon he would 
be .o-rcc of= the raqqin,:r and beir:rr sent ~o Cuvent r v. Ravin e; 
i nherite d Ila :1dy 1

~ warlike ac:lvi lies O>.,r-on :-ri1;or 1-1as soon r ed uced t.c 
a ni tif.il W!"cc k. In so do.:.n~ !iandf o rt1: t,'i nor a,1tc11,atic,1 .J l y beca::ie 
t he leade r of the Third -,;,onL It wa"' o \·vious th a t. no fiHJ of the 
rrh ird cou l d hold a candle to Wi : l y i n the matter of Eiq!1tinq . 
Aoart "'rom nis f i ghti n g a bi lj ties Wi 1 1v h ad a qoo <.~ head on h im in 
other matters . He was responsibl e for s ix small box roo:lls being 
turne d i nto studies f or the Anc i ent House Thi rd Formers . The 
Coll ege Hou se fags be i n g l ess lucky in the ir choice o f a leader . 
Naturall y uerm i ss io n had to be qi ven by Mr . Nelson Lee , th e i r 
Housemaster who in sis t ed that the or oj <~ct s hou ld be tre ated 
se rious l y or he would ban the whole a ff a ir . The fass th emse lv e s 
wou l d h ave to make t he ne c essar y f urniture . 

As re ade r s of th e Nelson Lee wer ·e to f i nd out Willy Hand f o r th 
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being su ch a resourceful youngster and rather out of the ordinary 

was destined to be one of E . S . Brooks ' gr eat ch aracters in the 

fu tu re of the Nelson Lee Library . It would appear t hat had Brooks 

featured Willy in an eight Lee series it would have been ver y much 

to the detriment of the Remove juniors who were the cent r e of the 

Li brary . With re gard to Willy ' s expu lsion it was true, exce pt in g 

that it only lasted t h ree days while the real cul p rit was caught 

red - handed . Willy could have expla in ed to his br oth er and the 

Third Formers, but chose not to do so, whi ch in effect proves his 

independent nat u re . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

WHERE DID THE BULLYING STOP? by Tommy Keen 

Harry Wharton was in dire disgrace . He had dared to cut 

Richard Lancaster of the Sixth Form (the 'Gr eyf riar s Pretender' 

serie s of 1931 ) in full view of almost the entire schoolboy popula­

tion of Greyfriars . Of course there was a reason, and Wharton ' s 

troubled conscience could let him do nothing else . His sp ecia l 

chums , the rest of the members of the Famous Five , were horrifie d , 

and in fact the entire Remove were all angry and contemptuous . 

The Fifth showed their feeling s more phys ic ally . 

' Some Fifth Fo rm men came towards Whar t on , and 

Blundell kicked him hard. Potter followed it 

up with another kick; Greene kicked him in his 

turn, and then Coker, an d then Eland . 

Harry Wharton was left gasp in g .' 

Then, even Sykes of the Sixth kicked him . In thi s instanc e , 

with six seniors kicking one junior , a feeling of cruelty is 

involved . One could laugh, and supp os edly many rea der s often did, 

at the repeated kickin gs of Billy Bunter , but Harry Whart on, the 

Captain of the Remove, being repeatedly kicked in the qu ad was not 

credi bl e , espec i ally if Bob Cherry and Co. were looking on . 

Kicking other boys was evidently a popular form of amusement 

at Greyfriars, Fis her T. Fish was receiving the boo t on the cover 

of MAGNET No. 328 (1914), and thirteen years lat er , he was st ill 

sampling the bo ot leather of hi s fo rm mates - MAGNET cover No. 

1003 . 
But worse than kicking, was the head bashing. Pause .. . and 

imagine your head be ing forcibly cra sh ed ag ain s t another skull . 

Not very p l easant . .. and decidedly dangerous , but this also was 
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a popu l ar _pastime at Hamilton i ans ' favouri te school . 
Wingate, th e Cap ta i n of t he School, who real ly should have 

known be tt e r 1 had the two he lple ss Bunter brothers in his grasp -
MAGNET No. 927 cover - whilst thei r heads met with a resounding 
crash. Maybe an amusing i ll ustration, but, by suc h an impact. 
And in another MAGNET , Potter and Greene of the Fifth were suf fe r ­
in g the same fate f r om the han ds of the hefty Horace Coker . 

Did the creator of these famous characters chuc kle gleefull y 
to himself as he wrote of these hea d crashing incidents? 

Fo r not on l y did h e ads meet, in the case of a lone cranium to 
be violently bash ed, the re was a l ways an acc ommodat ing el m tre e 
nea r by . . . fai l in g which , the i,tudy wall . How many tim es were 
Bunter's , Skinner's, or an y o th er r as ca l 's heads cracked against 
a t r ee or wal l? 

We exoected bul l i es in our Greyfria rs - Bulst rode and 
Bo lso ve r , Loder and Carne , wel::-e all acceoted, but they were not 
a l ways the cause of th e sadistic st r eaks which someti mes cr ept i nto 
the stories. 

In t he ver y ear l y days , brut alit y was eve n more r i fe. On the 
cover of MAGNET No. 241 (19 12) Coker Mi nor is be i ng savagely 
beaten by Hobson of the She l l - a dormitory scene , with Reggie 
Coker on l y wearing a night sh:Lrt. 

And the crick et stumo thicash i ngs ! Not even fl exibl e , a few 
bashes (they cou l d hardly be c a ll ed cuts) by a cricket stump co ul d, 
surely , cause seri ous dama ge, but throug h the ye ars, poor Bunter 
was lammed unmer ci fu l l y with a cricket s tum:o, usual l y wielded by 
h is study mate, Pete r Todd . 

Wer e g i rls ju s t as brutal? 
the POPULAR, No. 248, Miss Clara 
is l ashin g the unfortunate Bi1 l y 
with a whio . 

Evi dent l y so, f or on the cover of 
Tr ev l yn of Cl iff House School, 
Bunter, (and not a t al l p layfu l ly) 

Who are b ul lies I and who ,:1r e not? If Ponsonby an d Co. of 
Highcliffe were fo rtunate enou gh t o come across a l one member of 
Greyfriars ., an d ragged him unmercifully, they were. sco r ned as ca ds 
and ratters, but Harry Wharton and Co. , and sometimes with the hel p 
of the entir e Remove, could ra g and chastise Coker of the Fif th . 
In this case, it was high soi r i ted fun . 

With outcasts havinq to run the guantlet in dormi tor ies , 
kick i ngs , beatin gs , whipoin gs , fl ogg i ngs galo r e, maybe our schoo l ­
boy heroes would thoroughly enjoy them se l ves at today's atrocious 
and fri ghtening footba l l matches . 
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TOM MERRY CAVALCADE (Se r i alis ed f rom a [,o ng Ago C . D . Ann ual} 

T he b lLXom yo un g woman with t he 

threadbar e c oa t, wh ic h she ha s fas t ened hi gh 

io the ne c k to keep o ut the chill Oc tober 

wind, p la ced a pen ny on the co un t er. 
She said : "I've called for ~l:i.ster 

Ch ris tophe r 's 'G em', Mr. C hadley ". 
T h e blue- cove re d pa pe r was pl:i ced 

b efo re he r, a nd Chadl ey sai d : " It 's ca lle d 

'D 'Arc y M ino r' t hi s v. eek Lizzie . Gussy's 

young brother h as come t o St. Jim's". 

"T hat Gussy ! '' Lizzie giggle d. "! 

lov e hi m . He ' ll b e the dea th of rne, T he 
way he l :i lks, t oo . " 

" I thou~ht the ' \ lagnE'l ' was yo ur 

pap er, li n:ic. '' 
''Oh , yf's, I buy the 't-.fa~net' my s.-tf , 

but I rr od youn g l\lasler Chri s's 'G em~' . I 

real ly like th e 'G e m' bes t , M r , Cba d ley, 
bu t I c:1n 't afford t o b uy a p eru1 y v.·eekly. 

NN on r 15 a year, living in ! ·• 
Chad le y shoo l< llis head , in silent 

a~r ee mcnl , 
' 'Co urse , r 15 a y ear is noL to be 

meezed :11, \l r. Chadley '', went on I inie. 
' \!rs . \ enner 's a n ice lad ,· to wt>rk for . to:i, 

and the kid's no t to,~ m uch c)f 3 h~ndful. T he 

,\ \J jor's :1 bit af .:.tn o ld faggot, but he's awa y 

in lnd i ;i, li e's c0111ing home ne xt vc 3r. " 

Ch.td ley op erie d 1-iis n-cut!l lo make a 

com ment, but the ~arrul o us yt>ung woman 

~ave hi m no chanc e. "The Mii~i! i~ so 

r Le ased 1h e I ih nal s nre b:cick in pe>we r aia in, 

f\t . Chad l ey . 'Dear f\lr . Asqu ith' , ~he s:ciys , 

a II the ti m e , ' d ear \{r, Asquit h ! ' Are vou a 

Liberal, l\lr . Chadley ?" 
Chad l ey . sairl , d ip Jomatka lly: 

" Th at's a le adi n g ques ti on , Lizzie . I alw ays 

say th e on ly m an who we nt to par li am ent 

with e;ood int enti o ns was a M r. \'.:uy Fa w !:es". 
- Lin!i e look e d doubtfully ar him fo r a 

nom ent, and t hen burst into ::i pea I of 
laughter. "Yo u're a p roper cauti o n, !\Ir . 

Chadley. Is yo un g Ronn ie bett er ? ll e 's h:id 

Tl'Easl es, hasn 't he ? 11 

"Whoop ing cough ! Yes, he's bett e r 
now ! Llnie. H e didn' t mind st ay ing at 

home from schoo l. Tt g av e him ti me to 

read his old To m Merry ta le ~ over aga in. " 

T h e i nca nrl esce n t g as burn e r over 

the co unter fl i c ke red as the do or opened 
a nd :rn oth e r c ust om er entered. Liu.ie ru med 

away . 
''I mu st be of f, Mr, Chadley. 

sha ll get th e sack if I stand h.-re ta lk in~ t o 

yo u. Goo d ni~ ht, l'vlr . Cb :idley. '' 
.'\ao th er momen t a nd she wa s ~on e. 

The l:ltt·st customer stared as Chadley i::ral.,bed 

up the blue - covered pap er, d:ished roun d the 

co unter, and tore Lh e doo r open. 

" Liu i e " , hP shout ed , ' 'you've l eft 

' Y1\rcy \linor' beh ind . " 

l90Q 

Major Ve nner stro de inl o the nev. ~­

a~ent's shop . He wns a t a ll, t hin wan, 

sporl ini;: a smal l b lack mo ust ache. "! hi>~, :!\ 

he ,~ore his curly -b r immed !.,owlet hn t . 

p er ched on the bacl, of his he:id . su~~esrcd 

tha l he 1,as una ccu st omed t o wca rin:;i; s uch 

:r,uado ne bea d ge a r, 
1\lary Cb:1d ley was i n ch:i n;e r:-f lht' 

shop this n,ornin<1. in •11id-sur .,,er . .:->nd ,h,· 
look e d enquir inll,1,· :ir her cust:,"'H''• 

"I :am ',[aior Venn<>r. , underst.<rul 

t ha t y,111 supply th e n ews:pa pr-r~ 1,-> :11 y horn L' 

in 1 he \ve oue. " 
''I c>s, ~ir. ' f he news:i~en t 's w ir e 

~m il ed po litel y. 'You have call ed for vour 

small so n's \-;ell • ' - llere it h, ~lr . One 

pen ny ," 
" I have not cal led f or my ~ma ll 

son's 'Gem'", sa irl ~la j c,r Ve nner. 11.rin' I\. 
'i\l y son \\ill be re ad ing no more blood and 

tfnmder F3ll,S. I have ca ll ed to inst ruct your 

h usband li1:1t if J e ver l ea rn tltnt h e Af'!,tlin 

sell s period ica ls of t lds cl as s , dlhe r to my 

son or to :my me mb er of my fa m i lv . we shall 

c e ase to be cus tomers at t his ~hop. Wil l you 

kindl y m ake th at c lea r t o yo ur hu sba nd ?' ' 

Mary Ch~ d lc y stood in si lence as t he 

Mayo r t urned a wa y. But onl y for a mom e nt. 

Her indig nati on got the bette r of her . 

~---- --



"Really, sir!", Mrs. Chad l ey 
bristled, ''The 'Gem' is not a blood and 
thunder paper - it is a good-class ma (!;a­
zine, My husband encourages our own som 
to read it, and we know it does him noth­
ing but good. " 

"What is ad e qua t e for your son, 
rnadan1, is not good enough for mine" , 
sa id Majo r Venne r. 

"Your wife has a lways approved of 
the paper, sir. '' 

"W ith all respect to you , madam , 
women have no litera ry appreciation. Yc>u 
know my wishes - my commands. Yo u will 
carry them out, or lo se the custom of my 
fa m il y . ' ' 

As he turned away , Mary Chadley 
said: "Major V enner. have you ever read 
the 'Gern' ?'' 

"R ead the 'Gem'? Certainl y not!" 
l\'1:rs. Chadley si11;hed deeply. She 

sajd: ''Gentlemen have a sense of justi c e ·­
that is why they a11e so superior to weak 
women , l "know that you, Major , wou ld 
n ever condemn a paper unless you had read 
it ,, . 

11I have already told you, madam, 
cha t l have never read a paper of this 
description . " 

"But you wi ll r e ad it , Major, '' 
M-s, Chadley fluttered her eye lashe s in a 
way that had conque red stronger ·men than 
Major Venner. "You are fair and honourab le 
and you believe i n j ustice . -You will read 
the 'Gem', a nd if you l i ke it , as l believ ,e 
you will , you won't prevent y our young son 
fr om enjoying it . But, if you don't li ke it, 
r promise you that we will never supply it 
aga i n to any member of yo ur fam il y , " 

Maj or Venner bTeathed h ard. 
Before he cou ld speak, Mrs. Chadle y placed 
the bl ue Gem on the ccnmter before him . 
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He read out the title of the story : 
"T he Terr ible Three's Air Cruise", He 
glanced at her s harply. "The Terrible 
Three! Wha t are they ? Brigand s? Cut­
thr oat s ?" 

"No , no, sir . Th ey are schoolboys, 
and r eal terrors they are in a way , though 
t hey are the soul of honour, R eaJly fine 
lads, just like Master Chris will be when h e 
reaches their age . '' Mrs. Chadl .ey con ti nued, 
draw ing freely on her imagination: "'The. 
Terrible T hr e e's Air Cruise' is t opical, si~. 
You know a -Frenchman flew t he Channe l 
yesterday -- - " 

"Blerio t ? Of course. People are 
Lalking of li ttle else. " 

"The 'Gem ' is always topica l , sir, 
so boys w ho read it learn a lot wh ile enjoy ­
ing a first - class story. Actually, my husband 
does not thi n k that the regular writ er , Martin 
CliJford , wrote t hat ta le, I suppose even 
authors have to tak e a re st some ti mes, though 
the y do t heir work s itting. But I have here 
a copy of last week 's sto ry, 'Skimpole's 
Discovery'. That is mo re li ke the usual run 
of story in the 'Gem'. Please t-ake them both, 
'.lvaj or , wit h our complimen t s," 

Major Venne :r pl aced two pence on 
t he counter. 

"1 will take them both, madam , but 
not with your compliments --- and if 1 do 
not like them , mada111 --- 11 

"Y ou will" ? Mrs. Chadl ey said, 
demurely. She fluttered her eyelashes 
aga in , and the anny man 's face crW11pled 
into a crusty smile as he left the shop. 

Ne xt Mont h : 1910 

* * * * * • * ~ * * * * * * * • • ~ * X * * * * * * * S * * * $ • * * • 
The First 29 WILLIAM books in ex .change for GEMS need ed ; fifteen 
are 1st and 2nd ed. Dymocks; the rest Newnes . Al l dustjacketed . 
S. SMYTH, P.O. Box 366 , Mona Vale, N.S . W. 2103 , Aust r a l ia . 
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"BILLY BUNTER' S CHRIS TMAS" 

REVIEWS 

Frank Richa r ds 
(Howard Bake r: £15 ) 

This volume is one of the l im it ed Editio ns , in soft c l oth cover s. Of reprints of early 
1 loward Baker vo lu i1ies now lon g out of print. Six Magnets of t he Golden Age are- inclucle d , and 
fo ll!' of the m make up the Ca vand alc Abbe y Christma s se ri es. This i s one of H am i lton 's finest 
Ch rist mas series, and, arguab ly, the very best of ::Ill. 

As with most Ham ilt on myster ies, th e reade r has a v ery sure idea of t he id~nt ity of th c­
c riminal (part of th e c ha rm, of co urse), t hou gh it t ake s Fe rr e1'S 1 . .oc lH:-, t he d eLec tivr , q uite :r 
long tim e t o put t wo a nd t wo t.ogecher . T he ser i es is be au tifull y writ ten th rGughout. :md :1 
pe arl bey o nd p rice i n Mag net history . 

Th~ volume is ,ompl et ed ,dth two sin gle stor ies . "T he Ch ampion Chu111t1'' is. 0 1 course 
Co ker, at his mo sr chur.ip ish :rnd most enterta ining, - plus "Bil l y Bunter '~ Bunk". in which Bunt rr. 
so infa m.->11s for his 1.1.rttr uths, is 1rnt be lieved wbcn he Lelis the tru t h . For once . th!> re:n lN 
sympa this es wi th the "o ld fa t man", Jt1d, ir1 fact, we h:ivf' D ile oi tht! pleasantest B11ntcr-solc, 
tales of all time 

Lovely set of stor ies fo r ;ill and eveiy one . 

"TOM MERRY Is WEEKLY" MA rt i n Cliffo r d 
(Howard Baker : £7 . 50) 

Th is happy volume contains 7G ems from lat e 1931 and ea r ly lq32 . The copie~. with 
on e o miss ion, run c onsecu tivel y • . \11.rhe St. Ji111's tales co me fro m the ha lfp enny Gem ot' 
1907 , with t he a dvan t:ige th ar n one suff ered the at ten tion of the prunim; µen c,f whc;,evcr v:;rs in 
cha rge of it at the F lee tway !Io use in t he early thi rti es . 

The first three stor ies in the volume tell of the birth and early vic1ssit udet "f "Tom 
\ letTy' s \\ eck ly'', Charles Ham ilt on' s fi rst fictional scoo o l magaline. Thi: ide a of :i school 
m.1~a2in e beinis a ''weekly" was a bit of an ahsurdity, b ut why bother, The y:irrl.!, - ;111d the ~ 
W<'re le 1;ion :1s yea rs passe d - concerning scho , ,I mags are, perha ps , an acq uire d t,1ste. hut 
p ersonal ly, I a lways li ked them . 

The 140 - titles of Lhese thre e v.ere ''lf e;.1d Cool,. ;,nd lloule \ aslwr '', "T oni :\lcrrv's 
\\ eek ly " , ancl 'By Orde r ' . 

J\;ex t romes 111.ove-lom Gu ssy' ( n~m ed ""l' -\rcy' s µ,o n, :inc:e " in I <107) whic l1 111,1y havP bn·n 
G ussy 's fir st lo ve ;:iffair . Th is tim e he fell in k,v c wit h !'.'.the! Co urt ney, t he !{earl's 11iece. Gusw 
luv, ·d a number ,1f Et'1eh in his Liml", thc,u..::h whe rh cr th is w;is a Gus.,y odd it y or :in examplt> o f 
the a ut hor's p enchant for r\uplic,11i:11: nan >e~ it is ha rd rn s:iy . Th is tale is an 0l<l li1Vender 
t r ea sure . 

"T h e Mysterv of the Hut " is :.1.n early le rrers Locke tale with ·r,:,m 1\·terry and Co, 
~ssistin1; t he de tectiv e. Origi t1:1lly e ntitl ed "Stoney Broke ''. ,\ ple asant litt le bit of Gem history. 

''Pu ddings and Pai ns .it St . J i m's '' ha d bee n "F igg i n's Fig Pudd ing ' ' in ]a t e 1907 . figgy 
mak es a fig - pud ding with syrup of figs as his ma in in~ re d i ent . For some reason thi ~ seems to h;ive 
bel' n an imme nsely pop u lar st ory in ea rly day s. At any rate. readers :1dvert isi11g for bad number s, 
th ro ugh o ut wh ite co ver day s, often asked for thi s on e by n:11n e. 

"T o m Me rry the Second" in this v o lu me had been "Tom Merry 's ') o ubl e" in 1907 . T om 
is de tai ned, which means he c an't play in th e Frampton match . His place in detention is taken 
by the i mp ersonator, Ke rT. Goo d fun, with Kil da re in a slightly un be li evable role, 

The co ver of t he story "Tom Merry - Editor " bas been tamp ered with. An origina l ins et 
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of the ne w Ho li day Annual of the da y is replace d w ith a strim( of Gr eyfriars j uni 0rs , whi c h st rike s 
an incon g ruous note on a Gem co ver. But pub lishe rs who try to p lease everybod y are likely to 
end up w ith stomach ulcen; . 

The Gem's suppo rti og pro{\ramme of the period comprised short Rookw ood ta les fro m a 
sub writec ,, and a series of adven ture ta les und er t he o vera ll title "T he Pun c her Pa ls" by one, 
Charles Wentworth, whoever he was , 

But the supportin g p rogram me me ans li t tl e t o mo st of us. Ir's t he ma in dish es that coun t . 
1\nd t lie ma i n dishe s - th ese ea rl y Gem stor ies - a re fi rst - chop . Anot h er heart - war min g-vo lume 
o f nostaJ ~ic treas ure s. 

Ne~s o~ lhe Old &o~i e,ook Clubs 
MIDLAND 

November 1983 

The att e ndan ce was aga i n di sapno i nt in a wi t h on ly nin e members 
pr esen t. I t was n ic e to see Win Br own a f t e r a l onq ab senc e . 

Our us ual it ems wer e on show - the Anniv ersa r y Number was 
Nelson Lee Li bra r y No. 234 (o / s ) "The Sie qe of the West Wing ", 
part of the seri es abo ut Howar d Mart i n , t he t yra nt Hea d, in 19 19 . 
I t 111as r e orint ed i n t he Monste r Li brary and Howard Bake r pro duce d 
a f acsi mile of i t . Co l l ecto rs ' It ems, disnlay ed by Tom Port er , 
were some S .O.L . ' s and B.F. L . ' s and a lonq for gotten pape r "Boy s' 
Favo ur i t e Lib rar y " No . 1 - "The Rai lway Rove rs" by E . Home-Gall. 

J oan Golen and Vince LovE!da y provide d t he eatables . Li quid 
te a o r cof f ee was p a id for by th e wr i t er o f these no tes , as he had 
oromi sed last month . 

The cl ub is oassi ng th rou gh a di ff icult t ime with news le tt e r 
or oblems . Geoff Lardn er _or oduce d one new s le tt er by compute r, b ut 
th is month i t brok e .. He was able to ge t a spa r e p a rt so the 
October newslett er was oroduce d . 

The re were four roun d s of the qa me "Take a Lett er" and Geoff 
Lardner won t hem all . !:le also broke th e code in an i ntriguing 
game. 

Time fl ew and 9 . 30 was u~)on us, so , as in Macb et h I we s too d 
not upon the Ol'.'der o f goi ng but went a t once . 

A Haooy New Year t o all membe rs of th e O. B. B. C. 
JACK BELLFIELD (Corres pon dent) 

9AMBRJ[DGE O.B . B. C. 

~ 5roall but cbeerfJJ) gatb erj og met at the home of Edwar d 
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Wi tt o n on 4th December , for t he Chr i stmas meet i ng of the Club . 
The Cha i rman drew a tt e ntion t o the s liowin q at 3 .1 5 of the 

Laurel and Har dy f i lm "A Chump at Oxford ", and it was una nimously 
agreed to commence proc eedings by watch i.ng th is . Much added 
amusement was provid ed by a more or l ess runninq commentary by 
Edward . After the f i l m we br oke for tea . In the i n ter v a l of 
ser v i ng this Edward ran a qu i z, mainly on uantomimes , the r e sult 
o f which was li ke that a t the caucus race i n Alice i n Wonderland . 

Bi l l Thurbon r ead a pape r on Red I ndia n and Western taJes, 
i l l ustrated wi th bo oks ran gi ng fr om the old Ditne Novel s t o 
Clare nce Mul f ord and Zane Gr ey . Tony Cowle y p l ay ed Nevi ll e Wooc'"!' s 
ghos t story ta pe d for a Christmas meeting i n the 1970's . Kei th 
Hodkin son read an i t em fro m a 1903 "Pea r son ' s Maqazine ", qiv in q 
opinions of Christmas from peoo le l ike H. G. Wells an d Geo:roe 
Ber nard Shaw . Vic Hear n foil ov1ecl with a hi q hw.ayman Chr i s tmas 
sto r y from the Puck Annual of 1939 . 

Ro y Whiskin r eca ll ed th e b i rth o f his da uqh t er , a _e>re:n2.t.ur c 
babyJ and t he wonderf ul exper ie nce of fi nding that sh e ~a d bee n 
take n f rom t he incubato r £or the f irst time on Chr i stmas mor ni na . 
J ack Overh ill th en, in h i s own in i mitable way , to l d a true story 
o f Christm as fr om t he t.ime when he was a ycu ng boy . J ac k has a 
wonderfu l sense of recall, an d , as ever , ent r anced his l i s te~e r s . 

Edward r eca l l ed a Christmas Eve dash for a do ct or , when h .is 
:not h er was a ccid entall y ooisoned, which saved her l if e . Bil l 
Thu rbon recalled ho w , durin g w'1e wa r , h e ·...;as pa r t o f' t.he hl.~c'-<:­
out patrol on f our war-time Chr istmas ,·, i.qh t s . Ton y Cow-_~v 
r emembered Chris t.mas 19 5 1 , when he wa s livin9 a t Wa l t o n~o n.-\r az1:;1 
and h is mother decide d t o rec a r 9e t th e ~o use . 

The meetin 9 b r oke U'O about 7 with che e ry exchc1.n ges 0 f 
Chr ist mas gr ee:t i nqs , a nd thank s to EdwDrd Eor nis ho s o it a li ty . 

LONDON 

There 'iler e 36 present at t h.e 36 t h Christmas mee t ir .,.:_i wh i c h 
was held at the home of Bi ll and Thelma Br adford. The Yul et i de 
s~i ri t o f good-wi l l. was gr eatl y i n evidence . 

Bi ll Lofts gave a n exce l lent ta l k on the Gwyn Evans' 
Chri stmas s tories in the Union .Jack and to round this ite tn of£: , 
J o sie Pack rnan rea d a chaoter f rom the Gwyn Evans ' st or y " Giins i s 
Guns " which fe atu red Ruff Hanson. 

Roger Je nk ins ' rea d i ng was f r om Magnet 776 entit l ed "The 
Gho st of Maule verer Towers ". 
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rr ornmy Keen ' s readin g was: f rom t he 1921 Chri s t mas number of 

the Schoolo irls ' Own and which featured f estiv it ies at Linton 

Hall and was entitle d "One Xmas Ni ght " . 

Roy Pa rso n s exh ib it ed t h e November 16t h i ssu e o f Pu nch th at 

conta i ned a posthumous story abo ut Will ia m, the autho r being E . S . 

Turner of "Boys Wil l Be Boys ''' fame . Er i c Lawr ence was the winner 

o f Roy Parsons ' Magne t qu ot a t io ns quiz a nd also the jo int winner 

wi th Roger J enki ns of Roy ' s Anag ra m quiz . 
Mary Cadogan e xhibited the Di ctionarv of Bri tish Illust r ators 

a nd th i s cont ai ned s ome o f t he f amous o l d boys ' books ar tist s . 

A h ear t y vo t e o f tha nk s was accor ded to Bi l l an d Thel ma fo r 

their lavish hos~i ta lity . 
Wal thamstow , Sunday , 8th January, 1984 , is the venue fo r the 

ne xt mee t i ng . 
BEN WHI TER 

NORTHERN 

Mee t i ng he l d : Sat urday , 10th De cember , 198 3 

We had thirteen oresent for our Chr istmas ?art y - t he fi r st 

one he l d in our new ac commodation . 
The ga mes playe d were not e nerget ic, but orov i de d p l en t y o f 

f un . One o f the most amus i nq and i nteresting , was one of Ja ck 

Allison ' s original o f ferings . He had devised a game based on 

s nook er . A red "bal l" cou l d be oo tted by answ ering corr ec t ly , a 

hobby re lated question , and the colours could be potte d by ans wer ­

ing a question in a grouo pertain i ng to that co l our in ouest i on . 

The game too k a l mos t one hour to p l ay . The team cao t a i ned by 

Geoff r ey Good won the " f r ame '" - only ju s t t hough . The group l e d 

by Har ry Barlow were good losers . 
Kei th At ki nson , is ge t t.in q auite a dab-hand at ac r ostics a nd 

ot he r puz zle s (he has a nu zz le i n t he latest C. D. Annual ) a nd had 

recent l v had a nu z z l e oub l i s lhed i n a nat i onal magazi ne . 

Pl enty o f time was available for chat - and we were plea s ed 

t o wel co me t hree v isit o r s t o us that even i ng . The food was 

suoe r b - as i t alway s is - an d so i t was a ver y happy cr owd t ha t 

depa r ted for home a ft er a me eting that had lasted for five hours . 

However, we could not l eav e until we had heard one of the sup er b 

Mag net r eading s f rom Geoffre y G0od . To con clu de, Geoffr ey gave 

hi s best wis he s on behalf of the Clu b t o a ll Members fo r Chri s t mas 

and th e New Yea r . Al l Member s of the Nor thern Club re iterate 
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thos e s entim en ts, to all readers of the Collectors' Di gest . 

JOHNNY BULL MINOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The Posl r10n Coiled (Interesting items f r om the 

Editor's l etter-ba ~ 

E . GRANT- McPHERSON (Wel l s) : I r ead with much inter es t Mr . Godsave ' s 

Lee a rticl e , and found it go od . But he d i d not do his homewor k 

prop e r l y . He s t ated t ha t a map of the St . Frank ' s count r yside was 

pr omise d but never aope ared . He is wrong . A co untryside man 

app eared in o/s No . 294 . As a matt er o f interest it was rep rint ed 

i n Bob Blythe ' s ex c el lent gui de to the Nelson Lee Library . Also , 

a rnap o f St . Frank ' s College ar>near ed i n o/s No . 537 . 

BEN WHITER (London): Pet er Hanger was correct about R.A.F . Snuad r on 

being s tationed at Manston , Kent , durir1 g t he l930 ' s a s t hat . w,1s 

the 9 erioa that. I was employed a l Ye Olde Char l e s Inn , Cl i :tonv i lls , 

where al 1 th e o : ficers us ed t o meet in I.he lou nqe . I knew most 

of them and my boss , an ol d Fly i nq Cor os Of f ic e r , used to chanr;e 

the i r cheque s, a job I had t o unde r take when he was not ,)r esent. 

The other sq ua dr on at Manston in those .:a r off dav s was 400 Borr:hcr 

S<'{uadron . 'rhes e two units mus t ha v e bee n what Frank Richa rds 

he ar d fl yin g over i n practice . 

Squadro n 'fwo had the Her eward the 11\1ake r ope on Lhei.r cr est . 

MISS JUNE ARDEN (Le ed s ) : I s ti 11 en j oy the C. D. t r emendo trnl v . 

My heart s t ill go e s out t o Grey f riars an d those joyo1..:s days ,·;hen 

I op e ned the door of thP Ncwsa9ent , and l it e r al l y smell ed tho::;c 

glo r ious pap er s , a ll arra nl)cd so neatlv on t h e cou n ter . 

CHAS. VAN RENEN (South Afr ica) : Another yea r o f dellqh tfu.l nostal­

gia j ust endin g in C.D. I sn ' t it stran ge how one 's thouqhts tend 

to r evert more an d mor e to the nas t as one a~oroaches the se ~e and 

yello w le a f ! 

TOM PORTER (Cra dl ey Heath): The year 1983 draws inexo~abl y towards 

its c l ose , but SPCD continues on i ts trium ph an t oro qr ess . I 

r ea d the most recen t issue (as alway s with SPCD) wi th t he keene s t 

enj o yment . I t is full of varie t y - sufficien t at an y r a te for me -

to s at i sfy a width of very diffe ri ng interests . Sometimes I hear 

comments like "I wi sh there were more of so- and - so and le s s o f 

§UCh-a nd-such . In fact Er ic could cut ou t altogeth er pages 
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so-and - so and put in more of such - and - su ch" . I am afraid , if you 

did, ci r culation of SPCD would soon dio , and that would neve r do. 

Best l eave it to the Editor who a_opears to me alwa ys to be impartial 

and we ll -bal an ced in his jud9men t s . 

NORMAN KADISH (Edgware) : I take th e ooo ortunity to tell other 

hobbyists how E. B. B. ' s descri.otions in hi s South Sea Islands 

adventures (529 - 536 ) have intr i gued my i magi nation . Especially 

is that so in his descriotion of the ore-state of natu r e befo r e 

the oncoming of the tornado-· the menacing silence . I have been 

readi ng the Magnet and Gem in oor ti on s wee kly , yet E. S .B.' s well­

handled lan gua ge can still seit an old codqer like mysel f on t he 

suooressed fire of anticioati.on. The so rt of thing a boy lo ves . 

I va lu e both authors for their individua l genius in wri tin g fo r 

juven il es , but I s t i l l think Brooks is under-est i mate d . The 

reason may be that his storieis a r e often fantastic and escapist . 

The British often don ' t like hyoe r bol e in any shape or form , -

but how wel l th e au th or hand l es i t. 

DONALD LANG (Glasgow): Part of Christmas for me nowadays is 

Collectors ' Di gest , ever since I was fortunate enou gh to be. made 

aware o f our magazin e' s e xi stence . 

BARRIE STARK (Lewes ) : A while aao you mentioned in C. D. the classic 

school yarn , The Fif t h Form of St . Dominics , and I am haopy t o say 

t hat I have been able to obt ain a new cooy this year , f r om s omeone 

reducing his stock of books . The book i s of modern orinting , but , 

regrettably , is not illustrated jnside the boo k , the only one being 

on the D.J. , s o th i s r athe r detracts from its "antique " valu e as 

it were . Neverthele s s I havt? found it to be an intere s ting and 

enjoyable read, not only fo r its general good standard but also 

becau se of th e com,?a r ision bEE?tween the Social and Welfare sta ndards , 

then a nd now . 
When I was a lad - no I didn't po lish un the handle of the big 

brass door - I used to look :forwa r d very much to the run-up to 

Chris tmas comics , e specia ll y the ones spe ci ally deco r ated for 

Christmas . My favourite characters Weary Willie and Ti red Tim 

usually had an adventure in a haunted castle , and however much the 

ghosts , the villai ns , the secret doors and oass a ges tried thei r 

very bes t to s care of f our f :c iend s, they a l way s ended up safe , 

j olly a nd in front of a big meal . You could say that ''there was 

grub eve rywhe r e !" 
So too, .. ·itfl t he Magn et; tile betit o f Cbri stma s stories have 
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p l enty of food in them , which Will iam Ge or g e does h i s p est to 
devour much to my p resent da y wonderment and Dract ic a l view of 
suc h ga stronomincal " g oin g s - on" . 

JACK MURTAGH (New Zealand) : The C. D . i s always a welcome guest 
in our house, and is read from c over to cover as s oon as it- ar r iv es . 
The c. D. has been part of my l i fe for n e arly 40 y ears. I don ' t 
know how I \·vOLlld ever do without' it, so he r e 's ho n i n g that you and 
me and the C. D. will carry on for many years y et, even thou gh we 
are all g etting older. I ' m sur e it ' s our i nterests and our hobb y 
that k eeps us fit and we l l as old ag -e a 9_rr oac h es or is already 
h ere , though we are sti ll young in hear t . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

'MARJORI E STANTON' by W. O. G. LofLs 

'Marjo rie Stanton ' - oth e r wise Horace Ph i l li ps his rea l name , 
died on h i s far m. near Lyme Re('.Jis , Dor ese t i n 197 2 . 8or n at 
Camberwe l l, London , i n 1881 th i s made him 9 1 years of a ?e . So he 
de se r vin g l y liv ed a full lif e after g ivin g many gene r at io ns of 
girl reader s so much p l easure with his t a l e s o f Mo r cove Sc'."10011 

wh i ch sta r t ed i n 'l'ho Schoolgirls ' Own in 1921 and had a r un o~ ov Pr 
1 7 y ears. 

In ear l y 1961 , I was in co nt ac t v-1ith his son Dt\re k - ..,,h o 
work e d i n th e g i r ls ' pape r de ca r t ments, an d p ut me i n touc h wit h 
his father - th e n l ivin g in re t ir emen t in t he dee o o f the c ou n t r ,• 
on an iso l a t ed f arm . 

It has been ;;i gre at tr ea t J a ssure yo u, t o he a r from some one so 
expert on the char a ct ers of Fleetway Ho use , a nd especially m y 
sc hool of 1v!orcove. For you to write .aft e r ,t! I these yea rs, tc, 
say th at t he stories 11;av e so nrndt p le arnre, is re ally more th~n 
1 <leser ve , lt speaks of a ~rea.t de a l of kir1dness , and ~ood-wi ll 
o r1 yo ur part for whic h t th ,rnk yo u. 

Yo urs si nc·erely , 

'Mar j orie Stanton' (Ho ra ce Phil lips ) 

We exchanged a number o f le t te r s a fter my initial scre e d , 
whe n h e even an sw ered a qu est ionn a ire 1 had sent hi m about hi s 
lon g career i n t he juveni le fi ction field . So me inf ormation was 
p ublished at t he t ime in 1961 Co l lect ors ' Dig ests - thou g h not 
all, a s well as it bein g agai nst his wi shes, some f acts may have 
upset Charles Hamilton who was als o alive at t hat time. After 
e diting The Scout; Cheer Boy s Chee r; Bo y s; Journal; i n the early 
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da y s, he was su ddenly asked to he l o solve a c ris is . For r eas on s 
now wel l known Charles Hamilton as ' Hilda Ric hards ' had ce ased 
to pe n th e Bessi e Bunter t ales in the new Sch ool Friend . He was 
asked t o study t he p r ev ious s to ries , an d tr y a nd imitate them to 
his fa mil ar sty le . He foun d th i s al most i mposs i bl e as his sty l e 
was se rious in tone - in a way like John Nix Pente l ow War-time 
edit or of The Magnet and Gem. He wou l d have much rath er cre a t ed 
hi s own schoo l beinq a creat i ve wri ter - and mad e no secret of 
t he fact . His chanc e came afte r a year or so when Scho olg i rls ' 
Own st a.r t ed in 192 1, that commenced the br il l iant run o f Morcove 
st ories . Determ i ned not t o have the s ame unh ap oy exper i ence 
o f Cha rl es Hqmilton and Bessie Bunter , he in sisted in ret a ining 
the co,Pyr igh t. Possibly here is th e answer why Morcove was ne ver 
revive d afte r the Second Worl d War like Bessie Bunte:r: a nd Cliff 
House , main ly in p ic tu re st ri p f orm . Morc ov e was situated in the 
West Countr y a nlace h e al ways loved , and wher e he was to spend 
the rest o f his days . Horace Ph ill ips ha d known Leonar d Shi e l ds 
th e artist fo r some th ir ty yea rs, an d thouqh t him t he ide al man 
to illus trate his stor ies - esoe c iall y Betty Barto n w,ith her 
No~thern f lavou r . 

In real l ife Horace Phil l ios was an ex tr emely seri ous pe rs o n, 
so much so t hat he was nic knamed by the Fl eetwa y sta ff and 
cont ri but ors as th e Rev. Ph i l l i ps - a name r eally unfair to t he 
joll y clerica l f riends I have met throu gh the y ears. His sty le 
was very Victorian i n ton e , but gri pp in g to t he reade r where 
emo t ion was in vo l ved . Cur ious l y when I was sma l l in the middle 
t hirt i es I knew a girl named Bett y Bart on - th e s ist e r of a f ri end 
of mine at school . She looked somehow like the Morcove Bet ty -
and i ndeed wi s he d she could atten d such a fine sc hoo l as th e on e 
i n The Schoo l girl s ' Own, as she r ead t he st or ies avi dly of and 
about he r namesake . I want ed to attend Greyfria rs of course. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
THINGS THAT GO BUMP IN THE AF'TERNOON by Vic Giles 

As we all know, Christmas is t radit i ona l l y associated with 
ghostl y goin gs on. So, per haps , it was t he approach of this 
otherwise jo yf ul season that sent my mind ba ck to a somewhat hair­
raisin g expe rienc e of lo ng ag ·o - and a certa in issue of th e Boys ' 
Friend Li brary . 

"Chums of th e Stables" was the tit l e, ?Ub lish ed around 1931 
or ' 32. Of it, I remembe r l i .tt le, sav e one incident, and my 
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re co ll e ctio n even of that i s vague as to detail . It was what 

happened at the moment of reading t hat inc i dent that s t i cks vividl y 

in my memor y . 
1 was about eight years o l d, and alone in a room of my home 

in Plaist ow, Londo n, re ading in the fading light of an autumn 

afternoon . The pl ot had reached a point a t which a qro up o f 

p~ople ass emble fo r a meetin g in the hall of what may have been 

the local "haunted house", but they are unawar e that so meon e is 

cl i mbing down t h e chimn ey ! 

Suddenly, he in the aforesaid chimney gives three knock s , 

to the con s ternation of one and all - including me ! For almost 

to the second I heard two firm tilPS app a ren tl y comin g from a 

ne a rby wall. A pa us e ... then a third! 

I sat fro z en in my chair , wait i ng in horrid suspe nse ! A 

lo ng minute pa s sed - but nothing hao pe~ed . Plucking uo couraae , 

I ti p -to ed , boo k in hand , to t he door . Gi naer l y oneninq it , I 

c r an ed forwar d s-l-o-w - 1-y , and warily looked the len qth of the 

pa ssage outside. As far as I could see it pres ent ed its usual 

asp ect . No ph antom f igure lurked , ready to snr in g ! 

Thankfully, I hurried into a ro om fur ther along the passilc;e 

where my mother was qu ietly kn i tting , blissfully i,-inor a nt o: lh e 

unease being experienced by her yotmq ho oe!ul ! I can ' t r ec al 1 

say in g anything , but dronoed on to the sofa , and went on with my 

reading . However , the door of t he room wasn ' t quite sh ut, and 1 

remember very well that I rea d ·,,;ith half-an - eye cockP.d in that 

direct i on . Jt wasn ' t so much th at I e xpected a ghos t l y i ntruder, 

r think , but that my ima ui nation was at work on ch e ,:,oss i bi lit ies ! 

I was onl y eight after all , and ve r y .re ad y to beJievc in sp ir its 

and appari tlons ! an d I' d re cently r ead , "Lucky for Pa rkinson"! 

Now that i s a l l there i s to tell . The r e was no fu rt ~er 

"manife stat i on " . A fe arl e ss i nvesti qa tor would have read the 

s tory again , to check th e po ssibili t y of a reoccurcnce of tr,at 

odd happeneing . I ' m so rr y 1 d idn ' t , buc I wasn ' t a fearless 

inves ti gat or ! 
In ret r ospect , it seems unlikely that any wande ri ng so irit 

was ab r oad . I f so , it kept re markably guiet e ve r af t er . Even so , 

assum i ng those mysterious taps to have had some boringly mundane 

origin , i t re mains a st r ange coinc i den ce , I thi nk you ' ll ag r ee , 

that they should have oc cur re d at that particul ar moment. One 

doesn ' t expect an event in a s t ory t o sudde nl y j ump off the 

printed paae and becom e a fact ! 
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Does anyone , I wonder, possess a copy of "Chums of the Stables " 
that I can buy or borrow? It would be intriguing to rea d it again. 
Rational thought notwithstanding, artd fift y -odd yea rs on, I fancy 
that coming to a certain point in the ta le my heart would start 
to beat a l ittle f aster , and the susoicion of a ch ill start to 
edge down my spine ! 

yULE-LOG ECHOES f rom Irene Rad f ord 

C . D. see.ms, to ge t better ever y yea r . I es .l?ec ial ly en joyed 
reading "Round the Yule Log" which brou ght b ack ha,opy memories o f 
a Christmas a long time ago. It was th e Chr ist mas of 19 35 . I 
had recently started tak ing the Magnet an d that Christmas although 
at the age of 13 years old I had to have most l y clothes for presents, 
my Mum and Dad had bought n:e a Holi day Annual for a surprise. I 

t h ink I was more thrilled with that than many of the children of 
today will be when they ge t videos, stereos or portable T . V.'s for 
Christmas . I still remembe r very clearl y that Chr i stmas afternoon 
sittin g by a lovely bi g fi r e haooil y with my book . I still have 
that Holida y Annua l forty-eight years later, rather ba ttered now 
but sti ll t reasured . 

I also rem ember another Chr i stmas, many years l ater, when with 
my husband and children we soent Chr istmas wi th my husband ' s 
parents at a l ittle vi llag e ca lled Bishops Cle eve nea r Chel t enha,n . 
My father-in- l aw was the village baker a:r..d he too roast ed turkeys 
in the b ig ov ens on Christmas Day for his customers, no t to mention 
the huge turkey which was roasting for our din n er. The big home­
made Xmas ou ddin g was love l y and the children were delighted when 
grandad _ooured brand y over it and set it al i ght - happy days. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE: Early Magnets I Gems , Holid ay Annuals, The 
Story Pape r Coll ector, etc. WANTED: Comics, Rookwood, B. F.L. 's, 
S.B . L. ' s . 
Marriott, 27 Gr eenview Drive, Northampton .. Tel Northamoton (0604) 
71187 4. 

******************** * ************* 
Duplicate "Nelson Lees'', Old a,nd New Series . Als o few duol ic ate 
"Uni on Jac ks". Of f ers, or would exchan ge for "S . B.L." ore 1942. 
Stamp appreciated. 
K. TOWNSEND, 7 North Close, Will i ngton , Der by , DE6 6EA. 
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THE HOUSE THAT 

NORMAN BUI LT 

50 years ago, 
i n January, 1934, t h e 
attached picture 
appeared in Modern 
Boy, and the editor 
commented "Well, 
done, Norma n " . Co u ld 
it po ss ib ly have 
be e n ou r own Norn'.lan ? 

Wel l, we don ' t 
kn o w wh e the r ou r 
Norman eve r bu i l t 
a church in match ­
st i c ks, li ke the o ne 
in the picture , bu t 
we do know tha t_ h e 
has built an 
Aladdin's Cave 
·,ihere one can find 
all so rts of 
treausres, and, 
above a l l , a helpful 
f riendlines s whic h 
g le a ms lik e a mag i c 
c and l e in t h e 
h obb y . 

But t h ere i s 
s omet h ing else, even 
more important. I n 

The HOUSE THAT NORMAN BOIL T ! 
NORMAN SHAW, 7, 
Birl<house Lane , Mo ld· 
green, Huddersfield-

-gets a PRIZE OF 108. 6d. 
for this photo of his ·home­

made · Mode I 
Church I 

th e earl y y ear s of the hob by t h e ver y n ame "book deale r" had a n 
unp l easant smell about it, owing to th e activitie s o f a few p ett y 
c rooks who , with their g li b lies and und e r hand pra c t ic es, nev e r 
l ost the chance of swin d lin g an inex pe rienc e d and, p erha ps , 

g ullible collector . 
Norman Shaw ch anged all t hat. With h is vast Al a ddin's Cave 

and his well-earned reputation f or fair dea l ing, he brou ght 
respectability to book - dealing . We owe him much f or that, f or it 

put paid to the shoddy ro gues . 
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So, 50 years on, rs ' Digest is ha.T?PY to oay its 

tribute, and echo that comment of all that long time ago . We 

say, with full sincerity: "Well done, Norman:" 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SILVER SCREEN REMEMBRANCES by Ernest Holman 

Danny's Diary and the H·story of a Small Cinema in C.D. have 

presented many screen names 9 f the past. Inside the last twelve 

months, seven well-known celebrities of such days have passed 

away. 
David Niven made over e ~ghty films and gave many splendid 

performances, too many to in 11tance but a few here . He appeared 

in Pink Panther offerings; hobbyists will recall that he was also 

Bertie Wooster in the 1930 ' s; and he played von Tarlenheim in 

' Prisoner of Zenda'. Perhap his aopearance in a very long film , 

featuring so many past stars, is mostly reme.mbered; he showed the 

exact touches required as th , .orecise Phineas Fogg travelling the 

Globe in eighty days . Davi d !also made the best-selling book lists -

and it was typical that his ast gesture was a ' thumbs up' sign. 

That fine Canadian acto ·, Raymond Massey, died at the same 

time as Niven . He had acted continuously since appear i ng on the 

English stage in 1922 . When he moved over to the movies, he was 

one of the first in talking ~,ictures to assume the cha r acter of 

Sherlock Holmes, in ' Soeckle ·1 Band ' . Amongst other roles I he was 

in futuristic dress in 'T hincils to Come', wore a Karloff make -u p 

in 'Arsenic and Old Lace' ancf was also with Niven in 'Z enda ', 

when he olayed the sinister Black Michael. In later years, he 

bacame prominent on the smal screen as Dr. Gillespie in the 

Kildare episodes. 
Norma Shearer was 82 whEm, 

died in Hollywood. She was CI>ne 
from silents to talkies . No.ma 

after many years of illness, she 
who made a successful transition 

was a top star in the MGM f ir m-

ament and ~9peared with many actors and actresses of note, Three 

special memories of her are :he emotional ' Smilin ' Through', the 

tragic Juliet and a great ac ievement in holding her own with 

Laughton in 'The Barretts of Wimpole Street ' . 
Another actress who madH the change from silent films was 

Gloria Swanson . She first at,peared in 1915, ' retired ' in 1928, 

and then returned in some ta f k.ing films. She was not too well 

served in that era, being always remembered as the great star 

of the early cinema . In 1951, however, she became Norma Desmond, 



Page 32 

a faded silent film Queen, in 'Sunset Boulevard' - a role that 
will be recalled for many a year. One of the most famous of film 
endings must be her walk down the staircase, in that film. 

Buster Crabbe is a name more recently in mind, because of the 
showing on television of some of his early films. His parts had 
included Tarzan, Billy the Kid, Flash Gordon and Buck Rogers. 
He was still swimming and making occasional appearances on both 
small and large screen at the time of his death, aged 72. 

The Mexican Beauty is a description that well suited the 
attractive Dolores Del Rio. Some of her early films introduced 
long-lasting song hits (Charmaine and Ramona). She was the star 
of 'Flying Down to Rio' , in which two supporting players named 
Astaire and Rogers appeared together for the first time. Many 
will remember her native dance, clad in grass skirt and garland, 
in 'Bird of Paradise'. 

George Cukor was the director of many noted films. He made 
an early study of the film world in 'What Price Hollywood?'; he 
was engaged to direct Chevalier and MacDonald in 'One Hour With 
You' - and did so, with supervising director Ernst Lubitsch 
breathing down his neck the whole time! He was to have directed 
'Meet Me in St. Louis' but went into the Army instead. After the 
war, amongst others he was responsible for ' A Star Is Born' and 
'My Fair Lady' . 

All seven are gone now, within a short space of time -
entitled to an epitaph each would have liked: Remembered with 
Pleasure! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE: Gems 1557 - 1624 mint £1 each. Rangers: small 35 numbers 
between 2 - 125. New series: 87 between 3 - 111 majority mint: 
50p each. St. Frank's: old series: 176, 177, 263, 312, 314, 329, 
331, 335, 352, 355, 475 mint. Nugget No. 35. Schoolboys' Lib. 
No. 1. s.O.L. 56, 306 321, 336, 393, 402, 408, 411 mint. Boys ' 
Friend Lib: 1st 709. 2nd 441, 447, 451. All £1 each. Fun and 
Fiction (1911-12) Vol. 1, 3 - 25; Vol 2, l - 13; 15 - 20 (mint) 
El each. 
S. SMYTH, P.O. Box 366, Mona Vale, N.S.W. 2103, Australia. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
THE EDITOR WISHES HIS READERS, THE WORLD OVER, A HAPPY AND 
PEACEFUL NEW YEAR. 

Edited by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, 113 Crookharn Rd., Crookham, Nr . ..AlderShot, Hants. 
Litho duplicating by York Duplicating Services, 53 Low Petergate, York, YOt 2HT. 


