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BOUND VOLUMES of the Boys' Friend weekly, Boys' Realms , 

Boy s' Hera Ids, & Marvels , mostly i n } - years . Your offers 

invited . Scarce NUGGET LIBRARY; 4 bound Vols . numbers 

19-3 4: £30 . .. In nea t red cloth bin din gs. 

LEES . Very large sto c k , a 11 series. Some in bound volumes . 

Pre-War Comics Good Condition _. Chip s, Comic Cuts , Jester, 

Me rr y & Bright , C hu c kles , Bubb les, Tiny Tots, etc . Spec ia 1 

Bumper lots 100 for £60 (my selection). Singles sell at £1 . SO 

each . Le ss than half - price in lot s. Co ul d do fair reading 

copies a t 100 for £40 . 
A selection from va rious Lots . GEMS good complete run 

1 442 - 153 4 (93 consecuti ve) £70 on ly, Singl es would be 

£1 . 75 each . 

EAGLES: Complete unbou nd volum es good condition Vol. l 

£55 . Vols . 2 - 7 £34 each . Lots of singles to fill in your 

wants 65p . Vo l. 1 singles £1 each . 

Many exciting thin gs in the pipe - line. Look out for future 

Ads . All H . Bake r Facsimiles & Book Club Specials avail ­

able . Just orde r and I'll se nd. Visitors al ways very we l­

come . 

Just ring and we' 11 arrange a sui tabl e time . Weekend and 

evenings also accepted (NOT Tuesdays) . 

NORMAN 5HAW 
84 Belvedere Rond 
London, SE19 ZHZ 
Tel : 01-771 - 985 7 

Nea r est station: Crys tal Palace (B.R. ) 
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A Word from 
the Skipper. 

Memory is the treasury of all th ings -
and their guardian 

THE VANISHING HA 'PENNY 

So they are doing away with the humble ha 'penny, after 
its existence in our coinage for many hund reds of years. It is 
to follow the tanner, the half --crown, and the florin with which we 
spent most of our li ves . Governments, whatever their co lour , 
never bother about tradition th ese day s. 

Of course, the mode rn ha ' pe nn y is worth ve ry little, 
except in the su perma rke t s and t he post offic e . And we are told 
tha t people , presented with a ha 'penny chan g e in the supermarket s, 
jus t t hrow th e m away and t hat th e supermarket cleaners sweep up 
dozens o f them from the £loom every day . I ta ke that with a grain 
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of sa lt . I have neve r thrown one away , nor have I ever see n any­

body else do so . 
We are assu re d that it won 't cause even minor inflation -

q uite th e reverse , for t he supermarkets (and presumably th e post 

offi ce) will "round d own " the pric e of the ha 'penny . If we are 

cy nics, it may occu r t o us that we have heard th at one before . 

Gov ern ment s always know be st, of course . They know what 

is go od for us . One lot gave us dec i ma l currency , so that t he na me 

of the Chancellor who introduced it will live on in revered memory . 

It caused inflation of staggering magnitude . Another lot gave us 

the Per miss iv e Society , so t hat the na me of the Home Secre tary who 

d id it for us wi ll not be quick ly forgo t te n . It resulted in a wave of 

sex crim es such as this land of ours had never known . And another 

lot invented the Goliath type of County /Borou gh Councils, usually 

u nde r a modern name , so t hat th e a ncient town of Gravesend is now 

Grave s ham . They promised us , I seem to reca ll, that the gia nt 

affai rs would eli min ate waste and reduce rates, I wonder whether 

it has happe ne d . 
Of cour se , few of us in 1984 wi ll rea lly mourn t he pas s ing 

of the ha 'penny . We've got too used to eve n a fiver not be i ng 

worth a great deal , while as for the pound --

But it i s int e res ting to look back and rem embe r what a 

ha ' penn y would buy . There was the ha 'penny bar of choc, the 

ha 'penn y ice - cream cornet from Mr . Papa's barr ow , and the ha' 

penny eve rlasting strip . I can't remember whether the everlasting 

strip was toffee or liquorice . Can yo u? And t he ha ' penny she rbet 

sucke r and sherbet dab . 
But sweets were,here one minute and gone the next . It was 

the ha 'penny periodicals which have lived for ever. They will remain 

long after we are gone . Among the ha 'p enny papers a t one time 

there were the Gem , th e Ma gnet, the Union Jack, the Ma rv el , the 

Boys ' Friend , and lots of others . They were all promoted - double 

price , doub le size - after a spell of time . The I:mpire Library was 

a ha 'p enny throughout its enti re life of about 2 years . 

I don't suppo s e any of us actu all y bought a ha 'penny Mag ­

net or Gem, etc . , when they were new in the sh ops . Thos e of my 
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generation probabl y go t a few, later on, s econd-hand at a mark et 
stall, like I did , or at the 2nd hand sh o p in Queen Street. But 
ha 'penn y comi c pap ers li ke Butterfl y and Me rry & Bright a nd Fun n y 
Wonder, lasted long er a t t h e pr i c e , a nd I gu ess tha t some of us 
bought the m new . 

Just a few of those wonderful A . P. papers w e re neve r a 
ha 'p enn y , but started off at a pen n y . Boys' Real m was o ne , Boys ' 
Herald was another, and the !Penny Popular was a third . But the 
aristocrats a mon g boys ' papers started off at a ha 'penny , and we 
ha ve them i n our collections today because sorre gentle, senti ­
mental folk cherished them and preserved them long ago . 

In pass ing, the London , Tilbury, and Sout hend Rai lway 
charged a ha 'penny a mile for many years , and, up till th e railways 
were nat ionalised, it was always the cheapest line in the country . 
Now, of course, they're all cheap . Jimmy Saville tells u s so . 

REUBEN GODSAVE 

I have received many tr i butes to the memory of Reuben, 
whose death we recorded last month . l will pick out two and quote 
from them here . 

Jim Cook, now in New Zeal and, wrote : "I am deeply sad 
that my dear , old friend Reub(:?n is no longer with us . His love for 
the Nelson Lee never wavered down the years . I shall mi ss him 
ve ry muc h. Of late years he has been so much in my t houghts" . 

Len Wor mull wrote : "As a Lee fan I am going to mis s 
Reuben's regular articles . H,9 had a pleasing grasp of the St . 
Frank's scene, a lways sincere in h i s approach, and never afra id 
to speak his mind when the occasion demanded it . Tru ly a great 
loss to th e hobby and t o C . D. " . 

It is ind eed a blow to ou r Lee Column, following on the 
lo ss of our dear and loya l Nelson Lee fr i end , Bob Blythe , some 
time ago. As I mentioned last month, Reuben was regular with his 
c ontributions and any Editor's joy . And even more impo rtant, his 
ite ms were always restra ined in length, varied, and carefu l ly set 
out. He never que ri ed an edi tor ia l decision, nor c omplain ed if 
there was a de lay in th e publJi cation of s o me of h i s work . 
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W e still have in ha nd one or t wo as yet un publish ed art i cles 

from his pen, and they will appear in due cou rs e, all being well. 

From now on more wo r k will fall on the remaining band of Lee fans 

to keep the Lee flag wa ving . 
W e sha 11 miss Reuben, as we miss Bob Blyt he . They li ve 

on in our memory . 

THAN KS TO READERS 

I have had a very heavy mail - bag thi s month . My gratefu l 

thank s to all who have written. THE EDITOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Dann~'s D\.a.r~ 
MARCH 1934 

My brother , D oug , has bought a copy of the new Post Office 

Gu ide. Goodness knows why he wants it, though he says it contains 

a lot of useful information . I learn from it that letter cost 1 id for 

2 ounces; postcards are 1 d; and printed matter 1s id for 2 ounce s . 

As if I didn 't know : 
A good month in the Gem. The openin g two stones of the 

mon th concern rivalry between St . Jim's and the Grammar School. 

There is no mention of Gordon Gay, and the leader of the Gram ­

ma rians is Frank Monk, who is the son of the Headmaster, Dr . 

Mo nk . These two tales are ve ry good of their typ e . They are 

en titled "Rival Raggers" and "What Price Victory?" . 

Afte r these two came a story about Joe Frayne entit led "The 

Boy Who Ran Away" . Joe knows who kicked a football in the face 

of Mr . Selby . Joe is to suffer regular lickings from the awful Mr . 

Selby till he betrays the footer-kicke r. Joe solves the prob !em in 

his own way . Nice littl e tale . 
Next come two linked stor ies entitled "The Outsider" and 

the se qu el "The Fire Raiser" . The "outsider" is a man named Mr . 

Browning -J ones who op ens a private school near St . Jim's , much to 
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the annoyance of Tom Merry <Sr Co . Mr. B-J has eleven boys in his 
school. However, 8-J wins the good opinion of Tom Merry & Co . 
when Tom Merry and Gore are in peril on the river, and the sc hool ­
master, by a brave deed , saves t he m. In the sequel, the privat e 
school is burned down, and the 11 Boys go to St. Jim's while Mr. 
B-J looksroundfor new premisi ~s . But one of the boys is a fire­
raiser - his name is Stans en -· and he tries t o start a fi re at St. 
Jim' s. He is what they ca 11 a!n arson i st . The boy goes to a 
mental ho me , and Standen' s fother pays for new premises for the 
little school. A novel pair, this couple of tales. 

Ther e i s a naughty boy named Snipe com ing in to some of 
the Gem stories, and I hadn't heard of him before . 

In the Boat Rac e , Ca mbri dge beat Oxford by 4 ! lengths . 
The race was run in 18 mins. 3 secs . A friend and I w e nt to see 
th e race, and then we went to the Firs t House at Putney Hippodrom e 
where we saw a good variety b ill. Top of the bi ll were G . H. 
Elliott, the chocolate-coloured coon as he calls himself ; Gertie 
Gitana who sang "Nellie Dean" and so me other songs, and Ted 
Ray who was "whistling and fooling" . It was late when we got to 
our homes, and my Mum was no t pleased about it . 

I had a Ranger this month . The ta le I bought it for was 
"The Che erio Gastaways" . Abo ut Jim Dainty & Co. of Gri ms lade . 
Six boys and th eir Head master a re marooned on a trop ic al is land, 
and have a 11 sorts of adventures, rat he r after the style of King of 
the Is lands but not nearly so 900d . There are 6 other short stories 
in the Ran ge r, but it i s not really t h e paper for me . 

Two good tales in t he Schoolbo y s' Own Library this month . 
"Harry Wharton & Co . in New York'' is just splendid . A crowd of 
chums, inc luding Bunter and Lord Mau le vere r and Coker ar e the 
gue sts of Fisher T . Fi s h 's father , on their way to Hollywood where, 
unknown to Dr. Locke , who has given permission for t he trip, they 
are to make a talkie on school life . This one tells of some ex cit ­
ing affairs in New Yor k on the wa y . 

The other S. 0. L . i s "1~he Wizard of St. Frank's " . Ezra 
Quirke is a new boy, who is a magician who startles the school 
with hi s knowledg e of the Occ !ult. Creepy ta le . 
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In t h e Cup Fi n a l at We mbl ey, in the presen ce of th e King , 
Ma nchest e r C it y beat Portsm ou t h . 

A trul y ma rve llous month in t he local cine mas . I don't think 
I ca n reme mber any month when there have been so man y tip -t op 
film s on in th e space of 4 weeks . "Dinner at Eight 11 is terr ific. 
They call it a port ma nt eau film , for it has a ho st of sta r s and a 
numbe r of stories. In th i s case , a number of peo p le are spending 
a w e ek-end at th e lush hotel, and it shows how t hei r s ep arate 1i ve s 
ge t linked. The cast includ es Ma r ie Dr e ssler, John Barr ymo re , Jea n 
Ha rlo w, Billie Burke , Lionel Barrymo re, Wall ace Beery, Madge 
Eva ns, May Robson, and othe rs. Wit h this one was "Towed in the 
Ho le 11 , one of the best Laure l and Hardy two-r ee lers I have ev er 

seen . 
Another "portman te au 11 film was a Brit i sh one, "Fri day t h e 

Th irteenth 11
, and this is even better than 1'D i nner a t Eight" . A 

numbe r of people are in a bu s crash, and th e film s hows how the 
differe nt ones came to be on the bus. The stars a re Jes s ie Matt hews, 
Sonnie Hale, Ralp h Richardson, Emly n Williams, Frank Lawton , 
Edmund Gw enn, Gordon Ha rk er , Roberts on Hare , and lots more. 

"The Wandering Jew", starring Conrad Veid t , is a goo d 
British pi c ture , if a bit heavy . Geo rg e Arliss in "Volt aire II is very 
good i ndee d, set in Fr ance of a hund red y ea rs ago . Cicely 
Co urt neidge is very funny inde ed in "Aunt Sally" , a nd w ith th is on e 
t hey had the lovely Disney cart oon "Thr ee Lit tl e Pigs" . 

Pe r hap s my favourite of a ll is ''Ring Up the Curtain" , th e 
story of a family on the variety s tage early in the century. Some 
lovely tune s, and a warm story . The stars are Ali ce Bra dy (she is 
marvello u s) , Mick y Rooney, Fra nk Morga n, and to ns of oth ers . 
Just wonderful. Finally "Turn Back the C lock" sta rring Lee Tracy 
and Mae Clarke . The hero envies his rich friend . He wishes he 
had married his friend ' s wife in st ead of t he gi rl he actually married. 
There is an acc id ent, and the hero , in a long dre am , live s his lif e 
again, this time each marrying the other woman . He finds out what 
MIG HT have ha pp ened if he had married the g irl he ha s al wa ys 
wa nted . I just lo ved every mi nute of t his one . 

Fi nally, a pleasant li ttl e British co me dy , "Tu rkey Time" 
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with Tom Walls and Ralph Lynn. A great month . 
"King of the Is lands started off the month in Modern Boy 

with "King of the Islands' Last Chance". Ken is in terrific danger 
as, at last, he lays hands on the precious Pink Coral. The for­
tu ne i s there - but it seems likely that his bones may remain t h ere, 
too . 

Next week, in "Comrades of the Ketch", Kit Hu dson comes 
to the rescue of his s ki pper. At the end of t h e story t he comrades 
are uni ted once again. Th en ca me "South Seas Treasure" . For Ken 
King there are great lu mps of Pink Coral for the taking, but Ken is 
in the thick of Trouble with a capital ''T " . 

Next w e had "The Fire -S h ip". In this one, it looks as 
though, if they escape death by roasting, the chums will be blown 
up by t he dynamite-tipped arrows shot over by their enemies. 

The last story of the month is "White F lag - and Black 
Dea th '' . A horro r lies hidden aboard th e ketch - a tiny thing, blac k 
as night, with a single crimson spot . Its bite is terrible death -
and that bi te is meant for Ken Kin g. 

The Capta in Justice ser i es has continued all the mont h . 
Exc it in g things i n real -li fe, too, John Dillinger, gangster 

a nd public- e n e my-Nu mber-On, e , has escap ed from prison in the 
Un ited States . And the police , who mana ged to put him away , are 
by no mea ns pleased, acc ording to the newspapers . 

Visco un t Lasc e lles, the husband of Princess Mary , has had 
an ope ration on his neck , bu t is goi n g on well. 

The gorgeous Ma gnet kic k ed off this month w ith a s i ng le 
s tory "Who Wallop ed Wingate? ". An enemy will stop at nothing to 
get re ve nge on the popular Captain of Greyfriars. That enemy was 
Price of the Fift h . 

Th en came the start of a s eri es starr ing Vernon-Smith, the 
Bounder . This was "The My stery of t he Head ' s Hat" . Somebody 
put ink in the Head 's top per . Ther e is an open ve rdict at the end . 
Ne xt came "Disowned by his Fat her". The Bound er has bee n in 
constant trouble for a long time past, and the Bounder's fath er 
loses pat i enc e and threatens t o disown his son in favour of a nep­
hew, Lucius Teggers . And Luc ius Tegger~ comes to Greyfriars as 
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a master, call ing himself Mr . Smedley. He is "The Bounder ' s 
Rival" of the 3rd tal e of the series . 

Fina 1 of the mont h is "The Form -Master 's Secret" . If th e 
Bounder is completely disgraced at school, Lucius Teggers will be 
t he millionaire's heir . And "Mr. Smedley" is determ ined tha t 
Smithy shall be so disgraced . Ma rve ll ous seri es . I ho pe it goes 
on nearly for eve r . 

NO TES ON THIS MON TH'S "DANNY'S DIARY" 

S. 0 . L. No . 2 15 "Ha !T)' Wharton l: Co . in N ew Yo rk'' c om prise the first three tale s of 
the 16-s toiy Ho llywood Serie s, which is so m emorable fr om the very e arly day s of th e Ma gnet 
of 1929 . S . O. L. No. 216 "T he Wizard of St. Frank's" is the famous story of Ezra Quirke w hkh 
appea red in the N. L. L. in 192 6 . The l a te Bob Blythe c onsidered that thi s serie s was Brooks 's 
gr eatest achi ev ement . T his is one of the v eiy few S. O. L. 'snot in my collection, but, fro m 
the fact that in the Lee the se ri es cons isted of 9 stori es in 1926 , it is either very heavily pruned 
in this format, or , more likely, it consists of just a few episodes of same. 

In 1907 Cha rle s Hamilton, cashing in on the enormous popu larity of Tom Merry , had 
writte n two very long or ig inal stories for the Boys' Friend 3d Library . T hese were ent itled 
"Tom M erty !; Co.' ' , published late in 190 7, and "Tom Merry' s Conq uest", published early 
in 1908. In April 1911 , the latter stoiy, '' Tom Merry 's Conqu est ", was divided into tw o issues 
of the Gem under the titles "T he Riv al Schools'' and Saint s v ersus Gramma ri ans " , the adap ta­
ti on from one lon g story i nto two nor ma l-l ength Gem tal es being done by Ham ilt on him self . 
As, by 1911, Go rdon Gay had long been on the sce ne as the leadin& jun ior at Rylcombe 
Grammar School, first in a se rie s by Prosper Howard (w ho created him) in the Empi re Library, 
and also in many Gem sto ri es, reade rs must have wondered that he did not appear in the se two 
sto rie s of rivalry between St, Jim's and the Gramma r School. These we re repdnted in 1934 , 
when Danny read the m, as "Rival Raggers" and "W hat Pr ic e Victory?" . 

(I n passing, only a year or hvo back , the two Boys ' Friend library tales were published 
by John Wernbam and his Hamil ton M useum Press. This de lightful volume providing hours of 
unsurpassed readin,:, is still available and can be ob tai ne d direct from Mr. We rnh am or from 
the C. D . oWce at £5 . 20 wh ich includes post and packet . ) 

Of t he oth er Ge m stories read by Danny in Ma rch 1934 , "The Boy Who Ran Away" h ad 
bee n en titled "The Runaway" in e:ir ly 1911 . "The Outside r" had been name d "The School­
rrnster's R.escu e 1' of the same period in t 91 l. The sequa 1, "The Fire-Ra iser ", whic h followed 
on in 193 4 , bad, for some reason , been separated fr om the first tale by two other linked 

stories in 191 1 when it had been en titled "Burnt Out" . 
"Vvbo Walloped W ingate?" tu rn ed out to be the on ly Magnet singl e sto ry in 1934 , 

• • * • * * • * • * * * • * * * * • • * * * • * • * * * * - * ~ * • * 
MAGNETS: 622 , 1053, 1069, 1070, 1074, 16 69 - 1683 inc lusive. Ikiker copies 1546, 
I 243, Schoolboys' Own 400, 411 . 
GEMS: 1645, 1641 . Fair condition . All £12 plus postage , 
ENGLAN D, BOUNDARY COTTAG E, 1'RESTEJGNE 1 POWYS. 
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BLAK\ANA 
by Josie Pack man 

One m igbt almost think that [ have bee n w1riting for t he Ne lson Lee sect ion of the C. D. but these 
stodes an d the pa rt of t he article writ te n by the l ate Wa lter Webb certain ly broug ht Sexton Blake . 
T ink e r , Nelson Lee a nd Ni pp e r into co n tac 1, with each othe r a nd very enj oyable were the stor i es 
by E. S. Brooks fo r the Union Jack intr oducing Ne lson Lee a od crea ti ng .i very friendly atmos ­
p hel'e amongs t all our favouri te ch arac t ers. The l ast par t of t he Story of Tinker by Wa lter 
\.\~bb, will appea r in the April Bla kiao .a. 

THE STORY OF TINKER cont i:nued by Wa lter Webb 

In th e "Boys' Friend" , the issue being th at pu blished the 
week en ding 21 June, 1913 , (No . 628) the s to ry of Tin ker's bi g 
case , u nder t he ti t le of "Tinker Abro ad" was published in s erial 
for m . Written by Cecil Hayter an d with i llus t rations by J. Abney 
Cumming s famo us for hi s pict u res of Jack , Sam an d Pete in the 
"Ma r ve l ", it desc ribed Tinker ' s re lentless pursuit across land and 
sea of a gang of crimina ls responsi ble for his famous master's dis ­
a.ppear an ce. Believing Bla ke to have been kil led by th e crooks, 
Tinker beca me obsessed with ,only one idea - to avenge the death 
of the man who had meant so much to him . 

But , of course , Blake was not killed; u lt imate ly he was to 
wage su c cessful war against ~;uch kings of crime George Marsden 
Plu mmer, Dr . Buxton Rymer I Prince Wu Ling, Leon Kes trel, Zenith 
the Albino , Waldo the Wonder man, Mr. Reece, Professor Kew, 
and many others, and in those titanic batt le s Tinker was to be a 
trusty and invaluable ally at his side . The lad, under Blake's expert 
tuition, became a master in the art of shadowing , a nd it was in 
this ro le that above all else , h is master found him most useful. 

A somewha t strange faiet about Tinker is that, despite his 
full and adventurous life, he made hardly any friends of his own 
age af t er le aving Telford . Blake made many w ho are well known; 
Coutts , D irk Do ll and, Splash Page, Hon . John Lawless, Sir Richard 
Lo s e ly and others - but apart :from his br ief a nd whir lwind roman ce 
wit h Nirv ana and eve n br i efe r assoc iation with Topper, where wffe 
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Tinker's young friends? It was per haps a craving for t he compan ­
io nship of boys about hi s own age that s et his fee t in t h e direc t ion 
of St . Frank s w h en Blake had no need of his s erv ices. On e of 
those occasions happened ju st pr ior to a C hristmas vacation whe n 
Ne l son Lee was draw ing t he net tigh tl y round a crook, known as 
Mr . Howar d Martin , who had been engaged as Headmas t er of St . 
Franks in the temporary absence of Dr. Ma lcolm Sta fford . Under 
cover of his honourable pos ition , Mr . Martin had com mitted sev­
eral rob be ries in t he surroun ding di stric t s . T ink er's a rr ival at 
Study C in t he Ancient Hou se , greete d with ju bil a t ion by Nipper 
and his c losed ch u ms, c o-i ncided wit h Ne lson Lee's den uncia tion 
of Mr . Martin , but i n s avi ng t he l ife of one of Mr . Martin's un ­
w i l ling associa t es fro m th e han d of t he s choolmas t er - croo k , 
Tinke r a lmost wrecked the fina 1 plans of Lee , but fortu na te ly, 
me rely d e layed Ma rtin's a rrest by Ch ie f Detective Inspector 
Le nnard, t hei r old friend of Sco t land Yard . (Se e Ne lson Lee 
Lib r a ry No. 23 6 Old Series , conta ining th e st ory "Exit th e Tyrant" 
publish ed week - ending 13 D ecember , 1919.) 

Imm edia te ly following the rounding up of the croo ked Head ­
maste r St . Frank's brok e up for the Christmas vacation and Tinker 
along with Sexton Blake, was i nvite d by Lord Dorr imo r e to sp end 
Yu letide w ith him at his fine old mans ion on th e coast of Corn wa l l. 
Amon g the other s inv ite d to form t he part y we r e Ne lson Lee, 
Nippe r , U mlosi the Kutan a chief, Hand fort h and Co ., Pitt, de 
Va lerie and se ve ral other St . Frank's jun iors. In t hi s me rry gat h er ­
ing at Cliff Castle , Tin ker ca st all th oug hts o f detect i ve work 
fr om him an d became Tinker the irr es pon s ib le school boy o nc e 
a gain , in w hi ch role he w as encouraged by hi s geni a l hos t, Do rr ie 
and his po pular sister Lady Mo rn in gton . 

To be concluded next month . 

SEXTON BIAKE AND NELSON LEE 
by Jos ie Packman 

I had a letter from one of my Sexton Blake fr i ends asking if 
any of the ea rl y Union Jacks conta ined stor i es int rodu ci ng Ne lson 
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Lee w ork i ng w it h Sexton BlakEi . I knew t her e some and t hat I had 
writ t en an a rt ic le a bout th e m :some years ag o but a se a rch t hro u gh 
my C . D . ' s going back several yea rs revealed no t ra c e of the art­
icle in question . Must have 9ot lost or mi s lai d. Howe ve r I have 
bee n th rough my ca t alogue and found the stories , so he re i s a 
list o f them . 

Union Jack No . 768 The Moun t Sto nham Murder Myste ry 
" II No . 771 Th e My st ic Cypher 
" II No . 774 The Dua 1 De t ec ti ves 
II ,, 

No . 777 The Flashlight Cl ue 
" II No . 781 The Ca:se of th e Amer i can So ldier 
II II No . 784 The Croo ks of Rapid Ho ll ow 
II II No . 786 The Terror of Trevis Wold 

" No . 788 The Studded Foo t prin t s 
II II No . 793 The Case of the Hollow Dagger 
" II No . 794 W a ldo t he Wonder Man 
II II No . 796 Hoodw i nk ed 
II II No . 799 The C lue of the Froz e n Knife 
II ,, 

No . 831 The Valley of th e Mi ssing Men ,, 
" No . 859 Th e Mystery of the Gnarled Oak 

II " No . 870 Th e My s t ery of t he 9 . 12 Expr ess 

All these appeared in the pink co ve red Un i on Ja cks and th e 
print i s rather small but if anyo n e s hould care to read t hem they 
can be borrow ed fro m my own co ll ection . These stories we re all 
written by M r . Edwy Searles Brooks bu t he did not conti nue to 
wr ite them a s he mu s t have been very busy with hi s other t a les in 
bo t h the Union Ja ck and the Nels on Lee Lib ra ry . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE: MAGNETS , GEMS, ANNUALS. STORY PAPER COLLECTOR, 

S. 0 . L. 's, S. B. L. 's, NELSON LEES, etc . 

1v1A RR IOTT , 27 GREENVIEW DRIVE , Tel: NORTHAMPTON (060 4) 71 1874 . 

* ~ * * * * * * * ~ * * * * ~ * ~ * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED : Good copy of MODERN BOY No. 321 to re pl ace dama~ed copy in volume. 

P le ase write ERIC FAYNE. 



Page 14 

Nelson Lee ColuMn 
THE SUPERNATURAL by R. J. Godsave 

If there was one sphere in which E . S . Broo ks excelled it 
was h is writing of the superna tu ral in the Ne lson Lee Library . Two 
of his most successful were those of Dr . Karnak and Ezra Quirke 
which featured in the old seri es . Broo ks had the gift of gi ving his 
readers a rather frightening glimp s e into what is kno wn as the 
'spirit world' and then ge ntl y brin g t hem back to earth with t he 
most plau si ble exp lanations . 

The Dr. Karnak series was written in the January of 192 4 
and bo re su ch fasc in atin g ti t les as "The Evil Eye o f Baal" an d "The 
Curse of th e Moon God". Equally fascinating were the ta stefully 
coloured covers , one of w h ich showing two juniors st anding on a 
ledge outside the windows of his rooms and gazing in at Dr. Karnak 
dancing around a lighted brazier in an effort to call up the spirit 
of 'Baal'. 

Whether such act i vities induce a self hypnotism is quite 
possib le , there are strange happenin gs in thls world which cannot 
be explained . Some years ago I attended a private seanc e at the 
hom e of a friend . It was mainly devoted to t abl e raising, that is 
the ta b le taps out yes or no in answer to questions asked of the 
spirits. Althoug h somew hat sceptical I was unab le to find any 
form of trickery . I have yet to be given an exp lana tion of how a 
table can defy the natural laws of gravity without so me form of 

huma n a id. 
Like Dr. Karnak, wh o used trickery as well as ha ving a 

be li ef in the supernatural , Ezra Quir ke was guilty of using mech ­
anic al aids in his so -c alled effort s to con tac t the spirit world . 
In his case, wit h the assis t ance of hi s uncle, it was a well thought 
plo t to extort money from the Hon . Dougl a s Si ng leton . Again , as 
in the Dr . Karna k series, fascinating titles wer e used a s "The 
Haun t ed Fo rm-R oom " and "The Cellar of Secrets" . Some time later 
in the Nelson Lee E. S . Brooks wrote of the r et urn of Ezra Qu ir ke . 
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In this series it appeared that he really had a be lief in the super ­
natural. It i s interesting to note that both Dr. Karnak and Quirke 
had familiars in th e shape of at serval cat and owl respectively . 

In some respects Brooks wrote over the h eads of his yout h ­
ful readers . 

A LETTER FROM ST. FRANK'S By an Old Boy 

As I ap proa ch ed th e bi9 gates at St . Frank's I could see 
Josh Cutt le, the School porter, qazing up intently at the contrai ls 
left by a passing plan e overhead . 

He didn 't even see me as I passed through . 
Evidently he was g loomi ly predicting all kinds of calami ­

t ies for mank ind as h e sur veye:d t he aerial phenonemon . 
But I couldn 't help but co ntrast the differ ence be tween old 

Josh and th e boys at St . Fran k's . The school porter was at on e end 
of lif e , and the boys a t anothe,r . The lugubrious Josh Cuttle give s 
every indication of being at t he wrong end : 

I met Dr. Brett at the eintrance to the Ancient House . The 
go od doctor i s on a retainer fee at the School, and he was mak ing 
one of his pe riodic visit s - hi s on ly patien t he tol d me, was 
Biggleswade of the 6th, who was in th e Sanny with 'flu . The grip 
of winter has descended very ]leniently on the inmates of St . Frank's. 

But even winter doesn't detract from the beauty, the lovely 
s cenes around th e School's environs . When I have occasion to 
visit during summ er and s tay ti ll evenin g I have of te n been re mind ­
ed of Thomas Grey 's Ele gy in a country churchyard as I have seen 
Far mer Holt's lowing herd winding slowly o'er the lea , and a 
ploughman ho meward plodding his weary way . 

Th i s i s th e England I will always remember . It ex empli fies 
the O ld Country to the returning expatriate who sought fresh woo ds 
and pastures n ew , but returned to hi s home land defeated . 

* * * 
It is a very long time since St . Frank's had a new head­

ma ster. But history r ecords so me very unpleasant and eccentric 
headmasters who have come to St . Frank's to alter the curr i culum 
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and rules . Nippe r was rem arking on this hiatus betw e en new Heads, 

but Dr . Stafford is still very muc h active and healthy to reti re just 

yet . Th is applies to the Form maste rs . So it looks a s if the old 

School will have to car ry on the eve n tenor of it s way . As winter 

settles in a nd sporting fixtures played ou t the junio rs will have 

sufficient excit eme nt t o occupy t hei r minds . Yet sometimes coming 

events cast th eir shadows and a period of tur moil sets in . It has 

happe ned before a nd no doubt will occur a gain . 

I mention this following a ta lk with Ne lson Lee who has 

bee n advised professor Zingrave is about again . 

Mr . Lee ' s old e ne my has vowed never to res t whil e t he 

s c hool - master dete cti ve li ve s . Zingrave has br o ken a la nce with 

Lee a t St . Frank's before and fail ed . 
So while the wintry ca l m settles over St . Frank 's and 

though ts of a far dis t ant summer lie dormant like cricket bats , while 

Zingrave is loo se it behoves Ne lson Lee a nd Nipper to be a lert a nd 

vigilant . 
Pe rhaps it is significan t th at Eil ee n Dare has post poned a 

visit to St . Frank's. Ne ls on Lee 's lady a ss istant , r am told , has 

remained in Londo n upon a sudden decision . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

"JUST WILLIAM " fans '. 

A meeting of afficiandos of t he exploits of Willia m Brown , 

is being organised at the Strathdon Hotel , Nottingham, 

on Satu rd ay, 28th April, 1984 . We are having an infor­

mal meeting from 11. 00 a . m . until app roximately 

6 . 00 p . m. Bring items from you r collection . 

Cost of attendance : £3 . 00 . 

Special speakers who will be with us : Mrs . Richmal 

Ashbee (niece of Richma l Crompton), Mary Cadogan , 

Bill Lofts and Ma rjorie Fisher(daughter of Thomas Henry) . 

Full de tails from : HAPPY HOU RS UN LIMITED -

22 Woodnook Close, Leed s, LS16 6PQ . 
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TH E WAY OF UNCLE JAMES By Ernest Holman 

Jimmy Silver's probablle image is of a n easy - going nature , 
long - suffering and always rea1dy to smile . A great in justice will be 
done if Unc le James is to be lleft w ith only these descriptions. 
Jimmy also had a great sense of justice, was prepared to have the 
c ourage of his con victio ns and 'do his own thing ' if he felt i t was 
right . Let us look in to t he preserved archives of th e Diarist, 
Da ni el. 

Jimmy had hi s fir st brush with authority soon afte r arriving 
at Roo kw ood. In protest at the ur.happy control of the Classical 
Side by Modern Ma sters (ALL t he forme r Staff ha d contracted influ ­
enza) Jimmy organised a ba rring-out ; in t hat sensib le spot, the 
Tuck shop . When. Dr . Chisholm was forced to resign on a later 
occasion, Jimmy was leader in shutting up the new Head in th e 
School Hall. Profiteering by Sergeant Kettle sent Jimmy collecting 
funds for the purpose of starttng a rival Tuckshop. 

Barring h i mself into hlls own study was Jimmy 's next action, 
when unfairl y expelled . Later, an act of inju s ti c e by Mr. Manders 
prompted Jim my to 'invi te' variou s g uests to tea with the Mo d ern 
Master, at succ eeding time s . 

When the He ad was prnven t ed fro m expe lling Lattre y , Jimmy 
led the movement that resulted in the boys themse lves carry ing out 
the action . As soon as Lattrey returned, Jimmy and Co . ent re nched 
themselves in the sc hool allo tm ent (avoiding damag e to the Ho me 
Front War Effort, one hoped:) and rebellion was rife . Wh en Lattre y 
'sa ved his face' it was Jimmy w ho test ed him to show the genu ine­
ness of reform . 

Mr . Booties believed Jimmy when the latt e r, up for a flogg­
ing, said he was no t guilty . The Form Maste r interfered in the mat ­
te r and was promptly d ism iss,ed by the Head . Jimmy and Co. backed 
up Mr . Bootles and the real culprit was made to confess . The 
impe rious Dr. Chis hol m then refused to reinstate Mr . Bottles, and 
the Masters accordingly decided to withdraw fro m the school. The 
matter was finally resolved, after Jimmy undertook a campaign to 
get rid of the new Staff. After that , Jimmy was instrumenta 1 in 
reviving the Roo kwood Secret Society, when up against Carthew 
and Knowles . 
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The scho o l confined t o Rook wood over the Chr ist mas holi­

day s, with Mande rs in cha rge, was caused by anothe r of those 

'flu epidemics . Jimmy was expel led by Ma nders , esc aped his 

es cort and return ed to start one more barring -ou t . Da lton, al so 

d ismiss ed by Ma nders, tood a ha nd ; wh en th e school was back to 

normal , Manders took a belated holi day . 
Jimmy next c a me up against the new football coach , whom 

he sus pected of being a cracksman . Of cou rse, it was one of thos e 

'doub le' situations and Jimmy soon got after the truth . Expu ls ion 

was Ji mmy' s lot again soon afterw ard s . When Mr. Dalton was 

dismi ssed, a new Ma s ter was tarred and feath er ed . Jimmy got the 

'boot' as ring-leader, so the Fourth t ook possession of t he river 

Island for another rebellion . Again , Dalton came to the rescue 

and , as befor e, he and Jimmy returned to Rookwood . 

The Rookwood saga was nearing its e nd in the Boys' Fri end 

but ther e was still time fo r one more act of defiance . Horace 

Greely , the lat est dismissal from the schoo l, became Head of a 

new sc hool near Rookwood . The new Esta blishment was promptly 

p laced out of bou nds; accord ingly, fir st the Fifth Form , t hen Jimmy 

and Co . , joined Mr . Gre e ly . Eventua lly, everyone return ed to the 

'ca lm ' of Rookwood . 
It was Jimmy Silver who not only took Cinderella Rookwood 

to the Ba 11 but provided much of the music for dancing . In what­

eve r calling he eventually embraced , Jimmy would ha ve been a great 

success; he would have selected it , not drifted into it . Just as in 

his Rookwood days , Jimmy Si lver would have made his presence 

fe lt '. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No . 243 . THE SENSITIVE SPOT 

Our distinguished cont ri butor s of:en introduce a theme which 

provides great interest and evokes responses from other readers . 

Just the sort of thing which pleases us , here at Co llectors' Digest . 

The most rece nt of these contributors is Mr . Tommy Keen who 
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wrote of th e sense of unease he experienced from the vario us 
"k icki ngs" which took place at the Hamilton school, with the spot­
light pa rt icu larl y on the occasion when Harry Wharton picked up 
more kicks than ha 'pence over his part in the Lancaster affair . 
Mr. Keen al so was dubious albout boys who had the ir heads knocked 
on walls , or, someti mes, wh13n a c ouple of boys had their heads 
banged togeth er. 

In reply to t his , Mr . Truscott suggested, the following 
month, that Mr . Keen is too tE?nder- hearted , and he likened the 
kicking s and the head bang in qs to what happens in the Tom and 
Jerry cartoons . "We have to accept the ir world; it is no good put­
ting them into ours", sugges ted Mr. Truscott, and added th at 
nobody gets hurt . 

In fact , it is a slightly fa lse premise. Boys who have 
thei r heads banged together, or knocked against walls, clearly 
mu s t be hurt, while wh ether one is hurt by being kicked proba bly 
depends on how ha rd the attacker kicks . 

This month, Mr . Rowley agrees with Mr . Truscott , and adds 
that the world of Greyfriars is not the real world, which can hardl y 
be ga i nsa i d. 

My persona l view is tha t it is a mistak e to be over­
sensitive over those matters at th e Hamilton sc hool s. My own 
complaint, if I comp lain at a 11, is that the kicki ngs and the head­
bangings are jus t not true to life . I reckon I was a fairly normal 
boy at school, but I do not recollect ever be ing kicked (apart 
from the foo tb all f ield) , nor, I am sure, did any bully eve r bang 
my head . What the bully did , though, was to punch one on the 
arm muscle, which c ould be ve ry painful indeed, but, probably, 
not dangerous. 

In a 11 my long career as a schoolmaster I cannot recall one 
occasion of a boy kicking another deliberately , like they did in the 
Ma gnet, nor do I remember one sing ·le instance of head-banging. 
Kicki ng and head - banging were among the th in gs which were just 
"not done". True, schoolmasters don't always kn ow ev erything 

that is going on , but, in a well-run school, the masters know far 
more than their boys give them credit for . 
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The kickings, and especially the constant kicking of Harry 
Wharton by seniors, has just a slightly sad i sti c tou c h, and a 
t ouch of sadis m did occur just now and then in the Hamilton story, 
espe cially in earlier days . A toning down would have im prov ed 
matters, even if it is carping t o be over-sensitive. 

One such occasion occurred in the Mag net in "The Only 
Way" in 1911. Courtney too k a flogging from Sir Hilton Popper, in 
order to save Valence (who had a pretty sister, Vi , ) . That floggin g 
is related in detail , and Sir Hilton is shown as an uncomfo rta b ly 
evil sadist . A less-sadistic flogging would have answered the 
purpose of the author just a s well. Possibly it caused no qualms to 
boy readers - most children have a slight touch of sadism which is 
contro lled in ninety -nine out of a hundred cases - and itis likely 
tha t adu lt s reading it later may be th e slig htly uneasy ones . 

"The Only Way" was ne ve r reprinted by the A. P. t o th e bes t 
of my memory , which was a great pity for it was, overall, a tr ul y 
splendid school story. Most of the early Ma gn et t al es t urned up 
again i n the Penny Popular or the later Popu lar, but not that one . 
In passing , ma ny years ago we serialised it in C. D . 

A second occasion, a really worse example, was in "Hi s 
False Position" in the Gem of late 1911 . I have referred to it 
before in this col u mn . Mo nteith is in the habit of going for spr ints, 
in the quadrangle , afte r da rk , clad on ly in running vest and shorts . 
Levison stretches a cord between two trees for the senior to t rip 
over , and places a heap of broken glass for him to fall in to . 

It is a shudde ry little episode , and it is unnecessary . A 
h eap of garbage or muck for the senior to fall in wou ld have been 
eve ry bit as effe cti v e for the author's purpose. 

That story was only reprinted once - in the Penny Popular 
of 191 8. It was omitted in the Gem's reprint period, and the omis ­
sion may have been due to that nasty little episode. Wh ich was a 
pity, for it is a fine schoo l story . 

The kic ki ng and the head - bang in gs show that Hamilton, 
though he wrote so beautifully about schools and was the greatest 
writer of such tales, r eally had no practical expe rience of s choo ls. 

M r. Truscott and Mr . Rowley suggest tha t t he world of Gre y -
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friars is not our worl d . But, yo u know, it w a s our world whe n w e 
w e re young . Surely mo s t o f u~; a ped t he cha rac ters w e loved s o 
much, a nd t rie d, a t time s, t o b e li ke the m . I be lieve w e d id. I 
rec all t hat wh en I was a ve ry young s choolmaster I eve n mod elled 
my s e lf on Mr . Quel ch . It d idn 't la st - bu t wh a t doe s? 

To li ken our reacti on s to Gre y fr i ar s to our reacti on s t o Tom 
a nd Jerry is a bit ab s ur d, in my vi ew. The re is no com pa ri s on . 
Ne it her w orld was rea 1, Mr. Trus c ott sugge s ts . But , for many of 
u s, Gre y fri a rs and St . Jim's w ,er e very re a l . I may add t ha t I doubt 
whethe r an y of us was harmed by tho s e littl e v io le nt bits . 

A t h ou ght . Pe rhap s, a fter a ll, WE a re the Toms a nd Jerrys. 
Wit h ou r adu lt critici s m we knock Greyfria rs or St . Jim 's a pa r t, 
an d the n th ey co me t og ethe r aqain like ma gic , and we love them 
more tha n e ver . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
TOM M ERRY CAVALCADE (Se riali s ed from a Long - Ago C . D . Annual) 

19 13 

" l 'rn a suffraget t e, Mr. Chad ley ", 
sa id Lizzie Bland. 

"A r e you, Li21.ie ? Good for you! 11 

sa id the newsagen t . 
"M ilitant, of co urse ; I speak at 

mee ti ngs o n my afternoons off - and J 
once threw some flour at a po l icema n '' . 
Lizzie giggled re mi niscen t ly . "Mind you , 
I wou ldn 't do a nyth ing l ike that woman 
wbo ch ucked herself unde r the Kin g' s 
horse at the De rby l ast week . That sort 
o f thing is proper daft, don 't you think ?" 

"Poor so ul! " Chadley ran bis hn11;ers 
thro ugh his zyey-Ilecked hai r . "She ga ve 
her life for no purpose, Lizzie. People 
do no t get wha t they wa nt by hyster i cal 
actions of t hat k in d" . 

"W hat's T om Merry up to th is week , 
Nfr. Cha dley ? Young C hrist is away at 
board in~ school, and 1 've got to save th e 
'Gem' for him every week so th:tt he can 
read the m all when he comes home fo r 
bis holi days. " 

Cha d ley took the p roffe re d p enny, and 

handed ove r t he bl ue-co v ered Gem. He 
said: "A fine ta le this week , Lin.le - 'The 
Scamps of the Schoo l ' . Th e T errible Three 
g et up to all the pranks 4nder th e sun . The y 
nearly get landed for a flogging - and they 
deserve it - but T om saves a wee kid from 
being run over by a train , so they're a 11 
let :,ff punish111ent". 

"Good o ld Tom . " Lizzie tucked the 
Gero in he r e normous bl::ick handbag. "['11 
read that toni ght, wasting the master's gas, 
as the old sa usage p le ases to call it". She 
sniffed. Well. I'm off to the pictures , 
Mr. Cbadley. [ a lways go in t he aftern oon. 
when they give yo u a free c up of tea and 
a Thin l unc h biscu i t. It's Henry Edwards 
a nd Chri ssie Whit e in a dra m a - l forge t 
what it's called - and there's a Keysto ne 
comedy. Those Keystone comics fair m a ke 
me split ir y side s' '. 

1914 
"I 'm re calle d to t he Colo urs", sa id 

!Vhjor Ven ner , "so yo u wo n 't be seei ng me 
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about for a ti m e , I repo rt at A ldersbot 

to mo rrow '' , 
Les lie Chadley lowered the blind in 

the w i ndow of his shop, and turned out one 
of the gas burners . It was t e n- thirty , and 
closin g time . He turned and regar ded h is 
last customer of the day . 

He asked: "Do you th in k there is reaUy 
~o ing to be a war, sir ? ". 

"I don 1t know, ChadJey." The M ajor's 
face was grave, "G erman y ba s been pre ­
paring for years - th e whol e country is a 
giant arse na l . They may be mad enough 
to start somet hing . If they do, t hey will 
be committing suicide. We shall whip 
t he m in six months at the l o ngest . At 
an y rate , Eng lan d is m obi lisi n,;: - and 
any t hing ma y happen , G ive me a late 

'St ar' - and the 'Gem', 
"A no ther Talbot story this week - 'The 

Pa rting of the Ways' - the title's qui t e 
appropriate to the international sit ua tion, 
isn 't it ?" Chadley smiled faint l y. "It 
says at the finish that St , Jim's won't see 
Ta lbot again. I'm not really sorry. I 
liked the T off tales, but enough's as good 

as a feas t ." 
"l must adm it that l li ke the Toff'' , 

s;;.rd Majo r Ven ner, "I ho p e we haven't 
seen tb; last of him. " He held out his 
hand, and the newsagent gripped it . 
"Good -bye, Chadley, in case I don't see 
you for a long time, Let's hope a war 
won't come, thou 0~h i t w ill be a bit of 
mild excitement if it does . " 

''G ood-bye, sir - and goo d luck", said 
C bPriley , 

He locked th e shop doo r after his 
custom er, to r e the date, July 31s t, off the 
large calendar behind his counter, and then 
rroved slowly int o h is silent si tting ;- oom 
to p re pa re bis lonely suppe r. 

1915 
"Do you li ke the 'United K ing dom ' 

series, Mr . Chadley ?" asked Chris 
Ve nner. Ne arly fifteen years o ld, he was 
an attractive youn~ ster in his straw ba t and 
his dark blue blazer w.ith th e ligh t blue 
pi p ing . 

"Oh , it 's pretty good", said the news­
ai;:ent. "' A Son of Wales' this week - all 
about Fatty Wynn. Whom do you reck on 
t hey'll have to represent Engla nd. Master 
Chris ?" 

"Tom Me ITy for Eng land , of course ", 
sa id Chris, stoutly. "Who else?' ' 

"We ll . Tom Merry bas been rather in 
the background Late ly", obse rved CbadJey . 

"All the sa me, I bet you it wiJl be Tom 
l'kny for England", said Chris, He picked 
up the blue-covered paper, "That train 
c rash near Gretna Green was awful, wasn't 
it ? They say that hundreds of soldie rs were 
k illed , thou<sh it's been hushed up" . 

"Te rrible" , agreed the newsa ge nt , "but 
terrible thing s happen in war-time, Master 
Chris. The sinking of the lusitania last 
week , for instance, Tha t might even bring 
American into the war ". 

Chris grimaced. He said: "No thing wil l 
b ring the Yan ks into the war - they 're too 
p roud to fight. Aren't you glad you didn't 
~a to Am erica after all , Mr. Chad?" 

Chadley sa id, in a low voice: "If 
Ronnie had lived, be m i~ht hav e been 
fi g hting th e Germans by row". 

A young woman, a paper tla ~ in her 
h a nd and a look of determ in ati o n o n h er 
face , strode into the shop , 

"Goo d afternoon", said Chadley, "What 
can I get fo r you, Miss?" 

"No thing! " T he young woma n glared 
at him . "But you can answer a q ue st ion for 
me. Why aren't yo u in khaki?" 

Cbadley 's ja w dropped , and Ch ris gazed 
at her in astonishment. 

'' I hav e a present for you, Mr, Book ­
se ll er", the you ng woman added. She thre w 
som ething down among the pile of pape~ 
o n the counter. Then, deliverately, she spat 
on the floor , and flounced out of the shop. 

Chadley stood staring at the smaJI 
objec t whic h she had dropped upon the ill us­
tration of Fa tty Wy nn on the cover oJ the 
bl ue Gem, 

It was a white feat her. 

Nex. t Mo nth 19t6 
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REVIEW by Brian Doy le 

Bri g id P e ppin & Lu cy Micklethwaite 
(John Murr ay - £3 0) 

Tb is excellently - produeed refe re n,:e wo rk1 on 20th Centur y book illust r ati on, covers 
o ver 800 i ll ustr ators whose wor k was fir st p ublis hed in this co untry between 1900 a nd 1975 . 
T here are 350 ill ustN1.tions, bio~raphical i nfo rma ti o n , men ti ons of style and special subj ects, 
lists of boo ks ill ustr ated and magaz in es co1ntr ibuted to, and r efe ren ce bibliographies . 

It is, of course , a favourite game of reviewers of thi s t ype of book to c ritici se over who 
has been om itt ed ra ther th an p raise th ose who ha v e been included, It happen e d to me when 
my own two "W ho' s Who " books were p ublished some years ago (a nd I should perhaps mention 
t hat these hav e bee n c ited ov er RO ti mes in t his work ). Th is review wlll, I' m afra id, be no 
except ion. 

Before coming to th e credit side , le t rne list some of the mo re glaring omiss ions. The re is 
no me n t ion of the ~rea t Eric Pa rk er , the mos t famous a nd pro lific illustrato r of Sex ton Blake 
fro m the 1920s until the 1950s, apa rt fr orn his other work. Omitted too are: Leona rd Shields 

(p ro lific contributor to "T h e Magnet", "Schoolfriend", etc.); G. M. Dobson (''Sc ho olf ri end", 
etc . ), Roy Wil son (who drew for numerou;; comic - papers); James Horrabin (creator of the 
popular "Happy a nd Japhet" strip which r an in the London "News Chronicle", 1919 - 50, and the 
an uua ls that appeared 1921 - 51 , as well as illus tr atincr. I-!, G. We lls ' "O utline of History", etc. ); 
A . B. Payne (c reator of the p i ctures for B. J. lamb's "Pip, Squeak and 'N ilfred " in the "Daily 
Mirror", 1919-40 c1nd 1947-55, and m any annua ls, etc . ); H. S. Foxwell (who drew the adve n­
tu res of TiC1.er Tim and the rest of the BuiJi Boys in ''Rainbow", "Tige r T im's Wee kly " , t he 
a nnual s, etc . , as \'\'ell as ''The Hippo Girl s" in "P laybox, etc., and also took over t he "Teddy 
Tail" strip, from fo lkard, in the "Da ily Mail", etc.); Geo rge Wakefiel d (w ho drew for 
numerous publica ti ons, espec i ally "film Fun" for which he did the long- running "lau rel and 
H:ardy" back - and - fr ont-co v ers, unt il his artis t-s on Te renc e t ook them over); Fred Bennet 
(contr ibutor to many boys' pape rs, especially ''Chums" and ''Scout" and who was the official 
a rti st at the 19 29 Boy Scouts' Worl d Jamboree); Arth ur Jones (proli fic arti st for "Nelson Lee'' 
( 1915-29). "Sexton Blake library" (do ing 566 covers), and ''The Thri ller' ', illustrating many 
early stories and serials by suc h WPiter s as Wal lace, Charteris, Horler and Cheyney); T. M. R. 
'Whitwe l l ( who ill ustrated 31 full-length ser ial s for ''The Cap ta in'', all school stories and inc lud­
ing P. G . Wodehouse's early stories); E. E , Briscoe (contributo r to many boys' publications, 
and two favourite cartoonists: 'Pont' (Gra ham Laidler ) of ''Punch ", and Gi lbert Wilkimon 
(w ho, as well as being a r egula r new spape r cartoonist during the 30s and 40s, also did much 
humorous illustr a ti on fo r ''S trand " and other popular magazines). And, thom1;h Hilda Cowham 
(who contributed to many annuals, etc . ) is includ ed , her entry makes no mentio n of the ~-ub• 
ject shew.is mos t famous for - her graphic, leggy schoo lgirl s. 

In the bib li o,;i;raphical lists, there are no mentions wha tsoe ver of "Co llectors' Digest ", 
W. O. G , Lofts, o r Derek Adley, o r othe r well - kn own names in our field. 

On the credit s ide , the Dic ti onary does indude c. H. Chapman, R. J. Macdonald, 
Th omas He nry, C. E.. :i.nd H. M. Brock, CharlesFolk::ird. and those 8.0.P. st~lwarts, Paul 
Ha rdy , Alfred Pearse and Gor don Browne, as well as many well - known illustrators of chi ldren 's 
books an d magazine s, includ ing my own p,ersonal favo urit e, H. R. Millar (w ho illustrated E. 
N esb it' s sto ri es). 

In answer to my criti c isms , the autho rs may well say that t hey ha v e not included some 
of the names I m ention as not be in~ illu strators of books. But they all appeared within hard -
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covers, even if these wer e annuals - and they cite annuals in their list s many times . In my 
opinion, r eaders of a reference work such as this, expect to find the names of the creators of such 

famous and popular characters (in il1ustration ) as Tiger T im, Pip, Squeak and Wilfred, Happy 
and Japhet ,, Bessie Bunte r, and of the arti st who illustrated the first few books by the immortal 
Wodehouse. But they won I t. P erhaps, if a second edition appears sometime in t he future , 
the om issions may be rectified (th ere are many m ore that I haven't the space to mention ). 

''The Dictionary of British Book Illustrators " is, nevertheles s , a delight to browse thr ough 
and many m emo rie s a re evoked by th e names and pictures that it does con t ain. It should 
certainly be on the shelves of anyone at all int eres ted in illustration, and indeed in books in 
izeneral. But it is not, as the Jacket - blurb would have u~ believe, 'comprehensive', Not yet , 
anyway. Let's look forward to that possibl e second edit i on • • , 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

News of lhe 01~ Bogs Book Clubs 
MIDIAND 

There was a disappoin t ing attendance of 9 me mbers at our 
January meeting. Tom Port er and Chris ti ne Brett e ll could not be 
present for health re asons. 

Tom was very much missed, for he i s, and always has been, 
a tower of strength to the c lub. Christine, who is also a very 
va lu ed member, has be en absent fo r some time with bac k troub le . 

Nev erth ele ss, we had a very enjoyab le mee t in g. Peter 
Masters displayed an old Captain Annual he had had re-bound . A 
b eautiful piece of work, and enqu iri es were ma d e wh ether anyone 
wished to avail t hemselves of this binde r who does it as a hobby . 

A readi ng from a single-story Ma gn et was give n by Ivan 
Webs ter . Mr . Prout is being b la ckmailed, and a pupil like Coker 
i s not likely to make any worried form-master merry . Some words 
from Coker sum it up : "A fellow is bound to stand up for his rights, 
and expect justice even from an old donkey of a form-master like 
Prou t". 

We had a discussion on : "has read ing t he Hamilton stori e s 
had any eff ect on the characters of t he readers? ". Several members 
confessed t hat they had been influenced, main ly for good. Someone 
has said tha t Hamilton did more for young people than Baden Powel l. 
This is high praise, bu t I a m conv in ced that characters like 
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Wharton, Bob Cherry, Lin ley, and others had shown how boy s cou ld 
be good yet high -spir i t ed without prigg i shn es s. As the Bible woul d 
say of Hamilton: "He laboured better than he knew" . 

Our next meeting wil 1 be on 27th March . In the meantime 
we wish all O , B. B.C . members all the bes t for 1984, but t rouble s 
can come in many for ms. May you a void them a 11. 

JACK BELLFIELD (Correspondent) 

CAMBRI DGE 

There was a goo d attendance when the Cambridge O . B, B. C. 
met a t the ho me of Ja ck Overhi ll on Sunday, 5th February. 

Bill Lofts gave a most ori ginal address, his th eme being 
the C ockne y dialect. Both Tinker and Mrs . Bard e ll were for many 
ye ar s Cockneys . A regular plo t of Charles Hamilton (and the subs) 
was the arrival of a new boy from the slums of London and the 
reaction of the school snobs to th is. Edgar Wallace cre a ted 
Cockneys, an d was hl ms e lf one, having been brought up in 
Billi ngsgate . 

One of the A , P . papern for g irls wa s named "Bow Bells" . 
A true Cockney was one born within the sound of Bow be lls. Bill 
referred to mention of Cockne~rs in "King Lear'' and Twelfth Nig ht" . 
He also mentioned Shaw' s "Pygmalion" . 

A discussion fo ll owed about dia lects, espec ially the 
Cambridge on e s, and the effect of the Uni ve rs ity on t his. After 
te a, the second pa rt of Neville's tape on Ma rl borough College 
pl a yed . Nevi ll e's reminiscences wer e fascinating to a 11 the 
listeners, recalling, as he did, the names and char a cterist ics of 
boy s and masters. 

The meeting closed with a very he a rty vote of thanks to 
Jack and his wife and daughter for their ho spitality. 

LOND ON 

The 36th Annual Gener.al Meeting saw Chris Harper elected 
to be chairman for 1984 . All other retiring officers were re - elected 
en bloc . 

There was a p eriod of silence in me mory of the late Reuben 
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Godsave , a well loved and esteemed member and host of the annual 
Leytonstone meeti n gs. 

Two qu izzes were organised by Roy Parsons for tho se present 
to solve during the tea break. Josie Packman and Thelma Bradford 
dispensed a fine brew of tea . The Nine Questions quiz was won by 
Laurie Su t ton and the Chums one by Bill Bradford. 

Larry Peters' Places and Characters' Quiz was won by Chris 
Harper . 

Ray Parsons read the short story from Punch entitled 
'William and the Social Workers' which was wr itte n by E. S. Turner. 

Another chapter of the Union Jac k story "Guns is Guns " was 
rea d by Winifred Morss . 

A fine dissertation by that eminent Greyfriars scholar , 
Mi llicent Ly le, entitled "Wibley Writes a Pantomime" evoked much 
laughter and was loudly applauded . 

The retiring chairman, Roy Parsons, and the rest of the 
office rs w~re thanked for t heir fine efforts during 1983. 

Next meeting on Sunday, 11th March at the Libe ral Centre, 
Ea ling. Tea provided but bring own tuck . BEN WHITER 

NORTHERN 

Owing to decorating in the CITY OF LEEDS ROOM , we 
had to hold our meeting in a smaller, but quite cos y room. We 
had twelve mem bers present, and we were pleased to welco me Mr . 
and Mrs . Roger Kilburn joining us for the fir st ti me . 

It was de cided, th at we should inv est igat e the prospect of 
hav ing an exhibition on beh alf of our Club, at som e local library . 
Seemingly, an exhibition had been organised in the SO's and had 
proved ve ry successful. 

Harry Bar low gave his thought s on the sub writers in the 
MAGNET . He had heard so much c rit ic is m about th e writers, that 
h e thought i t fa ir th at he should give them so me support . He 
t hought so me of the sub writers' st o ries were as good as - and 
sometimes be tter - than some of the stories written by Frank 
Richards. Ind eed , us ing THE MAGN ET COMPANION as a guide 
to authors' names of various stories, Harry read from one episod e 
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supposedly written by Frank Rlch ards, t ha t co ntain ed ex pr e ssions 
Frank Richards himself would never use . Perhaps Frank Rich ar d s, 
like many other peop le, had hi.s "off days". 

No one can do ubt for one moment, th at had it n ot bee n fo r the 
sub writers, THE MAGNET wo u ld ha ve ceased pu blica ti on. Editor­
ia l policy of trying to get Charles Ha milton to start n ew papers, 
me an t that THE MAGNET had to go wit hout t he co ntributi ons of the 
favo urite au th or . Similarly, pe rh aps the re wa s some ev id en c e t ha t 
some Editors wanted to wr it e s.tories , s o they could receive payment 
£or th em : 

A li vel y , fr i end ly disc uss ion led by Ha rry - and it was with 
re luc tance t hat w e hctd to close the mee t ing at 9 . 15 p . m. Next 
meeting at our u sual v enue - CI TY OF LEEDS ROOM , Leeds Par ish 
Church , Leeds , 2 . JOHNNY BULL MINOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The. Pos~fflon (oHtd (intere sting item s from the 
Edi to r's let ter - bag 

IAN BENNE TT (Leicester) : What a delight to fine Ca pta in Ju stice 
featured on the cove r of the first C . D . of 1984 . Thi s must be the 
f i rs t front -pa ge appearance of the Modern Boy's famous Gentleman 
Adve nturer s ince the M . B. ceaised publicat ion back in Oc to be r 
1939 , soon a fter the outbreak of war . Of cou rse, Justice & Co . 
nev er en joyed anything li ke the world - wide a cc la im of certain other 
characters in the realm of boyis' fiction much celebrated in the 
pages of C . D . , but those of us with a sc ientific ben t thought very 
high ly of them and revelled in their adventures with amazing inven ­
tions , from giant robots to spaice rockets . Great reading . 

You probab ly know t ha t Pat r ick Moore referred to Captain 
Justice & Co . i n his book "Sc :lence and Fiction" so me yea r s a go, 
and the famous science fiction au t hor Brian Aldis dedicated on e of 
his volumes to "The Spirit of Captain Justice" . Like so many of 
ou r favourite characters, they live on in the hea rts of those who 
e njoyed t hem . Thank you for revivi ng happy memo rie s. 

HAROLD LACK (Nor t ha mpto n): l t houg ht that I mus t wri te to you in 
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connect ion w it h your remarks abo ut the book b y Pe t er Lovesey . By 
a strange coincidence I ha d not heard of him unti l last Octo ber when 
I borrowe d a book from the Pu blic Libra ry entit led ''Keystone" by 
this Pet er Love s ey . As a devo tee of t he early s ile nt c inema I wa s, 
of course, attr a cted by the ti tl e a nd the book t urn ed out to be an 
interesting little thri ll er about th e Hollywood of 191 S . The story 
was fiction but all the well - known names of the Keystone Film Co . 
app ear as characters in the book - Mabel Norm and, the director Ma c k 
Senne t t , "Fatty" Ar buck le, etc . I think t hat you would fine it very 
interesting - it is his latest book , apparently , so I suppose that it 
won 't be in paperback for a while . 

BILL LOFTS (London): I feel ra t her fl attered tha t friend Tommy Keen 
calls me 'historian of The Magn et' - but I was almost as shocked as 
h e was at the poor offic e - boy t y pe of illustrations of the 1920 
H oliday Annual, and reduced to silence . Sinc e that occasion I have 
b een doing some delving a nd think the artist was either R. H . Evens 
(who illustrated a long series of school tale s by one of the worst 
s ubstitute Magnet writers) or V. Daniel who I believe illustrated the 
ver y last of the Rookwood stories. But I hope to get authe ntic data 
when I can peruse some official reco rds later on. 

Whilst an artist must take the blame for bad errors that do 
not match the script, I wou ld venture to suggest that the editor is 
al most as much to blame for pass ing them . They were terribly slip­
s h od to say the least in the Co mpanion papers - a t heme that I may 
enlarge on for a future article . 
P . S. The name is 'Evens' and not Evans . 

LESLIE ROWLEY (Chingford) : I am grateful to Fr . F. Hertszberg 
for his guidance regarding Franciscans and Friars. I , myself, promis e 
not to err again . I cannot , howe ver , speak for those others who 
have made similar references in t he pa st, and we might all of u s yet 
b e excused if the assumption that, at some stage, the friars left and 
t h e ir place was taken by a monastic order is proved correct . The 
"unrecorded period" mentioned by Fr . Hertszberg may well be cov-
ered in the "Histor y of Greyfriars School" by H . S . Quelch. That 
gen tleman would not be guil ty of any inaccuracy , for his would be 
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the pen of t he serious historian . Mine, alas, scratches on in 
search of artless amusement : 

I find myself agreeing with Harold Truscott . Mr . Keen has 
certainly a tender hear t and I share his views of tyran ny and bully­
ing in this real world of ours. But the world of Gr eyfriar s is not 
the real world and I t hank my lucky stars that I can esca pe to that 
other world so often that I seEim to spend more time there than I 
do in t he rather nast y uni vers 13 of life . 

ERNEST HOLMAN (Leigh-on - Sea): Your front cover this month sent 
my min d back a few years . \A/he n a child I remember a book in my 
parent's poss essio ns called 'Valentine Vox, Ventriloquist' . It was 
a very o ld book then, and I've no ide a who wrote the story . I 
never read it, anyway - and I don't think my parents did, either'. 
Wh eth er Val Fox was a descendant or not, storywise, I wouldn't 
like to say. 

(ED ITO RIAL COMMENT: r recal l that. when I was a child, my father ofte n reminisced 
affectionate ly about the story "Va leutine Vox", I never saw the book, but l believe it was a 
Vic torian novel with a back~round of the se a , and Val , the ven tril oquis t , was a mid shi pman . 
It certa inly h ad made a lastin g impre ssion on my Dad. I never had any doubt that Val Fox 
of ''Puck' ' was an echo o f chat famous, at that tim e , old story. Anyone know anything more 
abo ut it ?} 

TOMMY KEEN (Thames Ditton): I really had to smile after read ing 
through the February C . D. On page 18, I wrot e stating that per­
ha ps Harold Trusc ott 's views on Greyfriars were rather similar to 
mine, but on page 31, it appears th at perhaps they are not . 

Tom and Jerry, Dona ld Duck, Pluto and the rest of the screen 
cartoo n characters could be flattened out by steam rollers, tossed 
over c li ff s, and kno cked into all kinds of shapes, but this was 
pure farce, not to be compared with feature films . 

One could , I suppose, by reducing the Ma gnet to the level 
of a comic paper such a.s Rainbow or Comic Cuts (and the word 
'reducing' mu st not be misconstrued , as the old ti me comics were 
marve llous ) accept the continuous disasters which befe ll Bunt er , 
but our Greyfriars stories werie, on the whole, fairly ser ious stuff . 

Tender hearted I may be (rather nice thought), but my 

conscience was not affected by the bullying, et c . 
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The telepathy , Mr . Truscott , turned out to be one sided. 
But it ' s all good fun. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Artist, t he young Leonard Shields 

(The ab o ve is part of a large, charming p icture whic h appeared on th e cover of the Emp ire 
LibTary Christmas Numbe r of 19 10 to illustrat e the Hamilton serial " Cou sin Ethel's Schoolday s" , 
the n ha ving its in itia l run i n that papet', T he story was rep rin ted later in t he Gem as a serial , 
and as a comple te novel in the Boys' Friend 3d library .) 
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ESMOND KADISH (Hendon) : I shar e you r feeli ngs about "addi tional 
dialogue" and "up-dat ing". I picked up a cop y of Miss Kay Kin g's 
"Revised Version" of Greyfria 1rs , in a books h op t he ot her da y . I 
k now it's unfair to judge a book on a brief, c ursory in spection, bu t 
I really couldn 't t ake to Bun t er ejaculating, "Oh, golly gumdrops'. " 
or poo r Hurr ee Singh being made to exclaim, "It is not a pretty 
s igh t". Miss King se ems to have de leted so me of Ha milton's 
much-critic i sed "pa dd ing", too, but with it has gone much of hi s 
dry humour of c ourse. The only occasion, I fee l, when "up-da ting" 
might be pardona b le, is when the orig ina l language i s so a rch a ic 
that the meaning is unclear - and even then th e purpose of t he 
"re vised'' tex t should be t o hedp in the unders t andin g of the ori gi ­
nal, not to replace it. 

It's surpris ing - or is it ? - the different kinds of peop le 
who read t he Old Papers . Th ere was th e erudite Robert Rob inson 
on Radio 4 ye ster da y re ferring to t h e "Ge m " com ing through his 
le tt e rbox in the cours e of a di.scuss ion about th e "a ddictive" na ture 
of per iodicles. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WAN_!ED: Onion Ja c ks 78, 80, 10 2, 103, 106, 108, 109, 113, 114, 188, 193, 195 , 196 , 

197 . 301, 312 , 313 , 319, 320, 402 , 463, 464 , 498, 733 . 

H. OvVEN, 28 Narcissus Road, London, N . W. 6, 

* * * * • * • * • * * ~ * * * * * * * * • • * * • ' * ' * * * * • * * 
~.Q: BUY or EXCHANGE : Bullseye No s, 41, 89; Stu-prise N o. 3; and others; Film Fun 

57 (Do uble Xmas?) , 
SUTTON , 41 Swalecliffe Ave , , Ma nchester. M23 9DN. 

* • * * * • ~ * * * * * * * * * * * • * • * • * * • * * * • * * * * * 
FRECKLES? 

. D. J AMES MART IN (Sou thampton ): Th €, Ann ua l g ets bette r an d bette r every y ear. 

p articularl y liked the Scarlet P im perne l a1rticle as I ha ve my parent s' copie s of 5 or 6 of t he 
n ov e ls, Doe s an yo ne remember the stori,es of Gen e Stratton P orter , e , g. "Freckles" a nd 

"The Gi rl s of the Limberlost" ? My mo t h,er read the m to m e before I could rea d , a nd helped 

m e to m y love of books , 

* * * * * * • • * * • * * * * * ' • * * * • ' * * ~ * * * * * • * • * 
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NEW REFERENCE WORKS FROM MESSRS AD LEY & LOFTS 

l . THE THRILLER (Amalgamated Press 1929-1 94 0) 

A listing of all stories and authors, with a four-page intro­
duction by Derek Adley . 
28 pages, including covers (page size AS) . 
Price: £1 . 35 plu s 13p post. 

2. THE HOTSPUR - A Catalogue 193 3 to 195 9 
A listing of a 11 stories, strips, free gifts , cont ent s of 
annua ls, etc . , with introduction . 
88 pages, including co v ers, and 17 pag es of i llustra t ions . 
(Page size AS) 
Price : £2 . 9 5 plus 27p po s t. 

Both tit le s availa ble exclusi vely fro m: A. Ca dwall ende r, 63 
Green Street, Mid dleton, Ma nc he ster . (35 % post -fr ee discount 
off each t it le when orde ring at least five copie s . ) 

Also availab le: THE COM IC JOURNAL - a privately pub­
lished illustrated magazine for collectors of Briti sh comics, 
story papers and annuals. Subscriptions: £1 . 68 for 6 months 
(3 issues) , £3 . 36 for 12 months (6 issues) . 

All subscribers automatically receive, with each mailing, my 
sales lists (the best of their kind anywhere '.), giving full 
details of my extensive , ever - changing stock of thousands of 
comics, story papers, annua ls and associated merchandise . 

I can send a specimen Journal, with lists, for 75p, or an 
introductory set 0£ sales lists for 3 Op in stamps . 

A. CADWALLENDER 
63 Green Street, Midd le to n, Ma nc he st er 

Edited by Er ic Fayne , Excels io r Ho use , 113 Crookham Rd ., Crookham , Nr. Alde rshot. Ha nts . 
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