
- -- -__..;- -

4 



Page 2 

CHAMPION . 1922 . First 16 copies £30 . 

FIL M PIGTORrnLS. Original file copies (2 vol s.) -

contents mint . July - December 1938, 332 - 358: £55; 

17 6 - 2 01 , July - December 193 5. Spine of this one, lower 

pa rt, damaged but repaired: £50, otherwise very good , 

contents min t . 

Bound Vols. Old Series Nel son Lees. Lots of loose copies 

and other series. 

THOMSON's pre -war; large stock of Skippers and Rovers 

at present but expect delivery of most of the others : 

Adventure, Wizard, Hotspur. Als o lots of post-war from 

1944 . 

Keep in touch . Please cha se me for yo ur wants '. 

SOLS, Magnets , Gems: hu ge stocks. Have purchased some 

more second - hand H, Baker Book Clubs and Facsi mil es , as 

new but 2nd hand prices . List your wants and I'll send . 

MONSTER LIBRARIES. A few avai lable . Largest stock of 

Old Boys' Books in the country. Visito rs alw a ys welcome 

by appointment , 

N ORMAN S H A W 
84 Belv ede re Road , Upper Norwood 

LONDON , S . E. 19 2HZ 
Telephone 01-771-9857 

(Nearest Station Crysta l Pal ace) 
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C()LLECTORS DIGEST 
STORY PAPER COLL E CTOR 

W. H. GAND ER 

Vol . 38 No . 4 50 

COLL ECTORS' DI GEST 
Foun ded in 1946 by 

HERBERT LECKFNBY 

JUN E 1 984 Price 42p 

(COPYRIGHT. This magazine is pr ivate ly circulated. The reproduction of the co ntents 

e it her wholly or in part, wi tho ut wr itten permission from the Editor , is strict ly forbidden . ) 

FOU R HU NDRED & FIFTY - NOT OUT: 

O n th e wa ll s of our lit tl e d in in g room at Excelsior House 
h ang t hre e fra mes . The firs t conta ins a pi c t ur e of To m Merry, 
specia ll y drawn for me by th e artist Macdonald, includ ing t he 
message "St . Jim's sends Greetings to th e Modern School, 
Surbiton". It was sent to me with the best wishes of Martin 
C liffor d , R . J. Mac don a ld , and C . M. Down. A lovely pictu re 
wh ich has never faded wi t h th e passing of nearl y SO years. Long 
ye ars ago we reproduced the pi ctur e on a C. D. co ver . 

On the second wall, the second frame c onta in s another 
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picture of Tom Merry , this time in the red and white bl azer of St . 

Jim ' s - a cricket pictu re. A glorious study, copied from a nother 

Macdonald picture by our own superb artist - the incompara ble Mr . 

Bob Whiter. Bob gave it to me, oh, so very long ago, way back 

when t he clubs were very young . 
On the third wall, over the mantelpiece , a thi rd frame con­

tains a scroll or a testimonial, or whatever you ca ll it. It is most 

beautifu ll y planned and executed, and it was, I think, the work of 

our splendid Northern artist, Mr . Alf Hanson . Our movement is 

most fortunate with its exceptionally gifted artists . 

Even now, when I read the words, I somehow get a little 

moist-eyed now and then . "To mark the 300th issue of Collectors' 

Digest, and the Silver Jubilee of Collectors' Digest and Collectors' 

Digest Annual, with esteem and gratitu de from the Northern Section 

of the Old Boys' Book Club". 
Our friends in the North paid for the framing, and had it 

sent to me . They were too kind - nobody deserves such a eu log y -

bu t the words still warm my heart. 
And that was in the year 1971. And now, well over 12 years 

further on , another 1 SO issues have been added to the tota 1, and we 

reach 450. A "11'1 ole mag" which by all the laws of averages, 

should have packed up long, long ago, is still going strong , and 

its loyal band of readers seem to love it even more than eve r. It 

is nice to sit back , sigh a little, and med itate on the fig ure. 

Four-Hundred-and-Fifty. Our own great artist, Mr. Henry Webb, 

has drawn us this mon th 's special cover to mark the occasion . 

THE RED MOUNTAIN 

Danny, this month, reminds us that, SO years back, in 

1934, he bought a new Sexton Bla ke Library which contained the 

Pierre Quiroule nove l "The Red Mountain" . The editor of th e 

Sexton Blake Library had taken my advice and brought back reprints 

of the author's old sto ries. They had started in Janu ary 1934, and 

"The Red Mountain" was the fifth to appear . It had originally been 

published at the end of 1921 under the title "The Secret of the Red 

Mountain" , 
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I have a ll the P, Q . stories bound in my bookcase, though 
i t was vi:!ry many years since I had read one . After reading Danny's 
en tr y , I decided to read , a fter a ll the long years , "The Red Moun­
tain 11

• I wondered how it wou ld strike me now . 
In fact; it reads remarkably well: and holds the inte rest 

throughout . And tha t cannot be said of so many detective stories 
which first saw the light of day in 1921. 

vii./. W. Sayer ( "Quirou le ") is inc lin ed to be a trifle wordy at 
times, bu t he is also noteworthy for much charming prose and some 
quite beautiful pen - pic t ures . Mos t of his stories are part detec ­
tive, part advent ure, with, for me , the detecting sections being 
the most attractive . Nobody offered bette r characterisations of 
Blake and Tinker. 

A dying man is found, near a railway bridge, way down in 
rural Kent. He is mumbling about a "grey car " , and it is assumed 
that he is the victim of a hit -and-ru n driv er. But Blake discovers 
that the man has fa llen from a passing t rain. In t he lining of the 
man's pockets are small white flakes of so me kind of metal. 

The secret of the Red Mou nta in cons ists of deposit s of 
osmiridium or osmium, part of the platinum group . Accor ding to 
the story, osmiridium, at £4 0 an ou nce, is more precio us than 
go ld. 

11It is used in the man ufacture of fount ain -pens 11
, exp la ined 

Sexton B:lake. 
And th at re mark carried me back to my ch ildhood, when one 

used to see fount ain - pens advertised as "o sm i ri di um-tipped 11
• And 

you could get a special John Bull fountain-pen by sending fo ur 
coupons an d a bob - or something like that . 

I wonder whe t her they still use osmir id ium i n the making of 
ba 11-poi:nte d pens today. The y don't make fountain-pens any more, 
do the y? Pie rre Qu iroule was always original with h is plot s, and 
I do not recall co ming a cr os s any other novel based on the discovery 
of osmir idium. 

THE EDITOR 
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TTTl\ Tl:" 1Q1Ll 
JUJ.".I.J ~,JV -Z 

Dann~s Dior~ 
Th e first Test Match has been p layed . Thi s wa s at 

Nottingham. The game lasted for four days, and Australia won by 

238 run s . Woe is me : But I 'm sure th e Austra lians are ple ased . 

I rather like the new cove r s on Modern Boy . The ol d ones 

were much more dignified , with a smack of quality, but the new 

sty l e is certain ly more eye - cat ching and co lou rful . 

There is a new se ri a l about Robin Hood in the paper, and 

the editor says it is the greatest story ever written . I bet the 

author agrees with him . It is called "Out laws of Sh erwood " and 

it is written by John Bredon . The life sto ry of the great cric ke ter, 

Don Bradman, has continued t hrough the month . The Captain 

Justice ta les ca r ry on and I en jo y them. The new series is ab out 

th e Emperor of Dark ne ss . He is a Master - Mi nd and in the great 

Wor ld-Darknes s, with civilisation blin de d and at a standsti ll, this 

Empe ror plans to rul e the earth . 
Biggles continues in his adventu res of the Great War, and 

Clev , t he Boy Inven tor has a farcical t a le every week . There i s a 

cricket picture c omp etition with two cricket bats , autographed by 

t he entire Australian team , as pr izes . 

It has been an exciting Wi mb ledon Tennis fortnight , a nd 

Fr ed Perry is the Wimbledon singles champ for the men, and 

Dorothy Round is the la dies' cha mpion . 

There has been a most gruesome happening during the 

month . A thin man dre ssed in blu e deposited a stra nge ly sh aped 

trunk at Bri ghton Railway Sta tion . When it was opened t en days 

later it was found to contain the torso - that's t he bod y wi thout 

arms, legs, or head - of a woman. At the same time the legs were 

found in a suitcase left at King's Cross Station in London . The 

pathologists say the le gs are from the same body found at Brighton , 

and give it as that of a woman of a.bout 30 , who was particu lar 

a bo ut her a ppearanc e, and had her feet ped icur ed . The po lice, 
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pa rt icu la1rly in Brighton , are going into the matter of women who 
had been reported missing in recent times , but so far they have no 
id e a who th e woman is. 

Th e Gem opened t his month with another story about Lumle y -
Lt1mley e~ntitle d "Outsider and Hero'' . Lurnle y vvins Cousin Ethel's 
good opinion, but the St. Jim's chu ms do not share her vie ws. 

Ne xt story is "The Myste ry of t he Mill " . Gus sy t hinks 
there is a nest of coiners at the mill, but it' s on ly a hiding place 
for the Grammarians . Then "Gu ssy's Cricket Party" in which Gu s sy 
ge ts per mi ssi on to take a friend or two to Eas two od Ho use where 
they are holding a cr icket wee k - and finds he has lots and lots of 
fr ie nd s. The next week's story i s a sequel entitled "The Dem on 
Bowler", w hi ch intro duces a myst eri ous gues t at Eastwood House 
n amed Lovell. Final of t h e month is "The Rive r Ragger s " , in whic h 
To m M erry & Co. have a day out by t h e river, and meet up with 
their o ld riv a ls of the Gra mmar Scho ol . 

Tip-top month at th e local c i nemas . Vic tor McLaglan starred 
in "Dick Turpin", a British film, a nd good. McLaglan is an English­
ma n, who was born at Tunb ridge Wells, and he has mad e any a mount 
of films in both Ameri c a and Eng land . Kay Francis 1s in "The Hous e 
on 56th Stree t ", abou t a wo man who was in prison for 20 years for a 
crime she didn't do. But it is more t he story of the hou se. 

Laurel and Hardy ar e t i p-top in one of t he funniest of the i r 
full-len9th films "Fra t erna lly Yours" . They belong to a soc i et y li ke 
the Masons or the Oddfellows - I th in k they gi ve w ei rd sign s to 
show theiir membe rsh ip - and the prize pair go to a C onvention 
without telling their w ives . Good old Charley Chase i s a lso in 
this one . 

"Going Hollywood" st ars Marion Da vies and Bing C ros by 
and it is a nice Music a l. Ginger Rogers a nd Jack Oakie are in 
''Sitting Pretty" wh i c h is another lo vely little Musical about two 
song -wr :iters who go t o Hollywood . And what lovel y songs we get 
nowadays, since pictures st art ed to talk and s ing. 

Yet another Musical is "The Ca t and t he Fiddle " starring 
Jeanette Macdonald and Ramon Novarro. A marve llous film is "The 
Sign of the Cross" starring Fredric March, Elissa Land i, Claudette 
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Colbert, and Charles Laughton . It i s rather harrowing, but truly 
wonderful . 

Exce ll en t is "Lady Killer" starr ing my favourite James 
Cagney with Mae Clarke , about an usher in a cine ma who takes 
.. - --..!- .... -- Ll -- - ~. - T T-11 __ ____ _ 1 _ ___ 1 1--- - - -- - _ .C~1-- _..._ _ __ It~ - . • • .•• uµ L;nme, Hees LU nuuywooa, ana De(.;UJll es a nun scar, 1Jes1gn 

for Living " stars Gary Cooper, Fredric Ma rch , and Mi ria m Hopkins, 
a bout two men in love with the sa me woman . My Mum loved this 
one . 

There has been a tragic happening at Whipsnade Zoo. . A 
man's hat fell into the lions ' enclosure, and, rather foolishly, he 
climbed ove r to get it. The lions set on him , and he was killed . 
Whipsnade is com para ti vely new . A large piece of countr y side 
where the animals can roa m around much more than in ordinary 
zoos. 

It has been a great mont h in the "monthlies" . In the School ­
boys ' Own Library "The Schoolboy Sheik " continues the adventures 
of the Greyfriars chums in Hollywood. Har ry Wharton stars as a 
Sheik in a film. I thought Sheiks had ha rems but I don't expect 
Wharton had one . It's a lovely tale . The other S.O . L. is "The 
Boy Who Hated St. Jim's " . He is a new boy , Vic t or Cle eve . He 
had been expelled from Barcroft for t he ft , bu t his uncle, Mr . 
Rail ton, pulled the strings so he was admitted to St . Jim' s. Tom 
Merry becomes his friend, but Cleeve hates St . Jim's. A splendid 
story of cricket and school life. 

In the Boys' Friend Library there is "The Haunted Island", 
a story of King of the Islands . It was t he island of Loya i n the 
Pacific . Great ta le, which I also have in Modern Boy . Also in the 
B. F . L. is "The Schemer of St . Frank's" . Bernard Forrest was not 
a good cricketer, but he wanted a p lace in the First Elev en . Chance 
gave Forrest a hold o v er Vivian Tra vers , the captain. So Trave rs 
was faced with expulsion unless he gave Forrest a p lace in the 
team . 

In the Sexton Blake Library t here is a story entitled "The 
Red Mountain" by Pierre Quiroule . They name the writers of the 
stories now in the S,B,L. It is an exciting story about Granite 
Grant and Mlle . Julie (though she doesn't come in till the very 
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end), and Doug bo u ght it and lent it to me . 

Fredric De liu s, the composer, i s dea d. In his lat er years 

he was completel y blind , and a de di cated young Yorkshi re man named 

Eric Fern le y went to Switzerl and , where Delius live d, and be c ame 

the composer's "eyes" . A love ly re a l life story. And now Delius 

is de ad . 
The Magnet is g lorious th is month as a lways . The last two 

stor ies of the Smed ley Se ries are "The v\brst Mas ter in the Scho o l " , 

and "Riv.a ls for a Fortune" . The Form-master who came to Grey­

friars to rui n the Bounder - and win a fo rtun e for himse lf - is 

exposed at l ast a s Mr . Vernon-Smith's own nephew . There have 

been 14 stori es in this series , a nd it has been grand . 

T'hen came the start of a new series with "The 'Bunking' of 

Bill y Bunter" . Somebody has squirted ink on Mr. Prout, and 

Bunter was stup id enough to boa st that he was the one who did it . 

Then "Ba1cking Up Bunter'. " . The chums believe th at Bunter is 

i nnocent of the ink business, and they stand by the Owl when he 

gets the bullet . Finall y , "Bunter the Dodge r " . Bunter has been 

e x pelled - but he keeps turning up . Glorious fun . The series 

continues next mont h. 
And befo re I pu t my pen down, one las t entry . The 2nd 

Test Mat ch again st Australia has been played at Lord's. It last ed 

for three da ys , and England won by an innings and 38 runs . 

Hooray'. 

NOTES ON THIS MONTH'S "DANNY'S DIARY" 

The 19:34 Ge m story "Outsider end Hero" hed been "Lumley-Lum ley - Hero• In the Autumn of 1910. 

"The Mystery ,~r the Mi ll " had had the seme title In the followJno week In 19l0 . "Gussy 's Cricket Party" and 

"The Demon B<Mler hed been respect ively -0 'Arey 's Party" end "D 'Arcy's C ricket Week" way back in the 

summer of 191 tO. (It is Interesting to note that the latter part or the !lrst tale and the whole of the second tale 

had been used, under the title "D'Arcy'a Cricket Week ", to form S. O . L. No. 80 . An indi cation of the gre;it 

length of th e b,lue Gem ta les of 1910.) Finally "The RiverR a gger s" had been "Tom Merry's Maste r- Str oke" in 

the Spnno of l910 . In this St. nm's story, Sir Hilton Popper appears as the lrete and vinegary owne r o'f the 

Isl and In the Ryll near St. Jim's . In t he 1934 version the name Sir Hilton Popper was changed to Sir Francis 

Forte scue . Th1s 1s surely an answer to those people who think that Hamil ton must have kep t records . It Is 

pretty obvious from thJs, and other Instances , that he neve r d1d: (In passing, In "The History of the Gem end 

Magnet " which Roger Jonkl ns and l contribu ted to long ago Annua ls , I commen ted Inaccurately that ·Tom 

Merry' s Mastecr - St roke " was not reprinted . I apologise for tho slip. The "History" wa s la ter published Jn 

one volume by the Me 1dstone Museum Press . ) 
Tho Laur el and Hardy !Jim "Fretemelly Yours " was call ed "Son s of the Desert· in the States . 

S , O . L,. No . 221 "The Sc hoolboy Sheik•· was the fourth helping from the 16-story Hollywood Se nes of 
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the Magnet of l 929. S. 0 , L, No . 222 'The Boy Who Hated St. Jim 'a" was the Victor C leeve series from the 

Gem summer of 1928. This was ~he only sertes Hamilton wrote for the Gem In 1928, one of the Gem's worst 

years , though the C leeve series ls a splendid story and among Hamilton's finest work. 

Boys ' Friend Library No . 434 "The Haunted Isl and" was a series within the Fourth Serie s to a ppear In 

Modem Boy, dating from 1930 . B, F,L. 'The Schemer of St. Frank 's" <Has advertised as a "new" story, so 

presumably It was specially written by Brooks for the 8.F. L. Our St. Frank's experts can confirm or refute 

th16 . 
l'he Sexton Bl:1ke story, S . B. L, No. 43 6 "The Red Mountain ·• had been "The Secret of the Red Mountain" 

In the S , B, L, of Christmastime 1921. 
So It is /Ust SO years smce the composer Delius died . I wonder how many readers remember an 

excellent production on B, B, C. TV a dozen or so years ago whlch related the story of Delius and the dedicated 

young Yorkshireman who wont to Europe to be the eye s of the blind man. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Nelson Lee Colu111n 
A LETTER FROM ST . FRANK'S by An Old Boy 

H ea vy rains had postpo ned man y sport ing fixtures of late 

a nd con sequentl y the juniors had found tim e on their han ds during 

half days and weekends . 
At such periods , wh ich fortunately were not oft en, ot her 

fo rms of entertainment were sought and use d to while away the 

time . 
So it isn't surprising some of t hes e past ime s revert back 

to former channels of interest . 
Fo r some s tran ge reason th e one -time jun ior, Ezra Quirk e , 

has never really left St . Frank's . His 'presence' continues to 

be fe lt and the other rainy afternoon tw o Modern House junio rs, 

Ske lt on an d Ell more of Study 7 might ha ve been seen gazing at a 

crystal - Scryi ng they called it - in a n effo rt to fo ret ell th e future . 

The crystal ball , t hey told me, was a 'l ef t ove r' from the 

time Q uir ke stayed at the Sch oo l, a nd som ebody found it in one of 

the ce lla rs . 
A few ot her juniors were occupied in s imilar vein , an d one 

wonders if a new wave of Occu lt fever which Qu irke had organised 

would return . 
Though Qu irke was expose d as a cheat and a fraud and left 

St. Fra nk's , an d the esoteric adventures in to the Unknown had 

dwindled , yet so me of t he weaker - minded juniors were ever read y 



Page 11 

to recall the visio ns and mysterious happenings Quirke brought 
ab out . 

Thu s t he adve nt of the lost crystal ba ll had revived mem ­
o ri es and, with nothing to do on that rainy afternoon, more juniors 
became interested and , in a short space of time, st range words 
were be ing used such as Triskaedekaphobiac - a per.son who dreads 
the 13th falling on a Friday . Nobody could tell me wher e they dug 
t hat word up, but probably the mor e knowledge ab le ones had found 
it somewhere. 

St . Frank's has ha d many vi c i ss itudes over the years and may 
pro bab ly have more in the fullness of t im e . But t here is a time less 
qualit y a bout the old School, and whate v er occ ur s to br ing about 
changes St. Frank's will se e it through . 

My visi t to St . Frank's h ad me in pensi ve mood ab out the 
t i me Ezra Qui rke ca me to the Schoo l and c rea te d a wave of super­
stition a nd ghostly presentiments . Jun io rs were to be seen avoid­
ing walking under ladders or uncross ing kni ves and put t ing their 
r ight shoe on first, etc . 

It was a t rying t ime for Nipper, the captain of the Remove, 
wh o tried to expose Quirke an d stop the nonsens e . But Quirke 
had man y adherents and the Re move was di vided into two camps; 
one for Quirke and the ot h er for Ni pper . 

But are we far re mov ed from th ose jun io rs w ho be lieved in 
Quirke' s supersti tio n ? Do we still remove cro ssed knives and 
walk round ladders and throw a pinch of salt o ve r our sh oulders 
and dread Frid ay s the 13 th and so on? 

Do we st i ll worr y about seeing a new moon through a 
window? 

Or visit those fort une telle rs at Shows? 

HANDFORTH in the UNI ON JACK? NEVER'. 
by C . H . Churchill 

It's true, you know'. Believe it or not, St. Fran k' s, 
includin9 E. 0. Handforth, appeared in the Union Jack in late 1918. 

Owing to the kindness of our popular Sexton Blake librarian, 
Mr s. J. Packman, I have recently read Union Jack No. 7 94, dated 
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28/12/18 'Waldo the Wonderman" . This was the first story of 
the many Mr . Brooks wrote over t he years featuring Rupert Waldo 
the soc a lled Wonderman. There were some 35 in all in the Un ion 
Jack . As Lee readers will recollect, Waldo's son, Stanley, was 
introduced in t he iater Lees as a member of the St. Frank! s juniors . 

Returning to the U . J. No. 794 referred to above, it was one 
of a num b er of U . J. stories written by E . S . Brooks in 1918/1919. 
These featured both Blake and Tinker and also Nelson Lee and 
Nipper. In this one Blake and Tinker a.re in Helmford, near St. 
Frank's, on the trail of law breakers. Blake has to return to 
London sudden ly so Tinker , wit h nothing to do, decided to go over 
to the school to call on Nip per and the other St . Frank's juniors 
whom h e has me t on ear lier occasions. From page 12 onward s St. 
Frank's is featured and Nelson Lee h elps Blake by managing to 
capture Waldo and hand him over to the police. The next morni ng, 
ho we v er , Waldo escapes from his cell and disa ppears . By the way, 
Waldo here was not the "Robin Hood 11 crook as stressed in the later 
yea rs but was accused of a murder in this case. Whether he was 
cleared in subsequent stories I do not know. 

Round about this time it seems that Mr. Brooks was keen to 
stress the link between the two great Detectives as Blake an d 
Tinker were introdu ced or me ntione d in several stories in the Lee 
in the late aut umn of 1919 as recounted by yours truly in an article 
in t he C. D. recently. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
VINTAGE BRITISH COMICS, ANNUALS and STORY PAPERS bought 
and sold. Send 2 Sp in stamps for an i ntroductory set of sa les lists 
(the best of their kind anywhere ~) giving full details of my exten­
sive and ever-changing stock of thousands of the aforementioned 
items . (Overseas collectors send seven International Repl y Cou­
pons or $3 for despatch by Air Ma il.) A. CADWALLENDER, 
63 Green Street, Middleton, Manchester, M2 4 2HU. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE : Magne ts, Gems, Annuals, Story Paper 
Collector, S . O . L. 's, S.B . L . 's , Nelson Lees, etc . 
MARRIOTT , 27 Greenview Drive . Tel. NORTHAMPTON (0604) 711874. 
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BLAKIANA 
conducted by Tosie Packman 

Unloss some o:[ my reader s have not heard t hat I have had to hand over th e running of the lendi ng Library to 
someone e lse I a m saying he re that wi ll any borrowe rs now re turn the books to Mr . Chri s Harper who has 
ki ndly taken on the task. Hts addr ess is 23 Algie r s Road, Lough ton , Esse x, lGlO 4NG, and I have no doubt 
he w'ill be pleased to do his besl to let you have the books yo u woul d hke to borrow. l hope to be able to 
continue with Blaklana so any articles can stil l be sent to me. 

THE MYSTERY BOX by Eri c Fayne 

N earl y 5 4 year s ago, in September, 1932 , ther e appeared 
in the Nielson Lee Librar y a story entit l ed "The Mystery Box", a 
detectiv ,e yarn starring Nelson Lee and Ni pper. 

This was a st range choice for the Nels on Lee Library . It 
was written up from a Sexton Blake Lib rary of the same title wh ich 
h ad a ppE~ared somewhere a bo ut 1921 in that month ly . For one th ing , 
the S . B. L . vers ion was a very long novel. The Lee ve rs ion can 
only have b een about a third of the l ength . In additi on to Sexton 
Blake and Tinker, the orig ina l version introduced Granite Grant 
and Mlle. Julie . Whether t he shorter revised version was written 
up by th e author, Pierre Quiroul e , or whet h er (as I suspect) so me 
editoria l figure was given the job, it is impossible to say with . 
certain t y . 

The settings and back gro unds , and man y of the char act er s 
remained the sam e , but , whoever re vi sed it must have had a com ­
plicated task beyond a ll reason. 

Sexton Blake became Nelson Lee. Tin ke r became Ni pper. 
In the stor y , Blake adopts the guise an d pers onality of a stage 
American golfer, under the name ''Vincent Sterne". He re mai ns 
"Sterne " in t he Ne lson Lee reprint . Pedro, the bloodhound, 
becomes Wolf, an alsatian. Granite Grant becomes James Stone, 
the King 's Spy, and Mlle. Julie be co mes Mlle . Marie . Qui te a 
mix - up, and a record job for any rev i sing typist. The Nels on Lee 
version, of course, is only a revised section of the original tale. 
But the choice is inexplicable .. 
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"The My ste ry Box" story had rather a curious histo ry 

a ltogether, and it surely must be the most frequently reprinted of 

any Blake adven ture. As I said earlier, it appeared originally in 

the S . B. L . in the very early tw enties . It is my pers ona l favourite 

of all Sexton £Hake noveis, containing some fine prose, and an 

exce ll ent plot of intrigue and detection, which starts off in the year 

189 4, then coming forward to the then present day . 

And now we turn to the Union Jac k for a story entit led "The 

Clayton Moat Mystery" . This is a much sho rt ened ve rsion of ''The 

Mystery Box 11
, and, though Granite Grant appears in it , Mlle. Julie 

does not . Thoughtless ly, one could assume that Pierre Quiroule 

wrote "The Clayton Moat Mystery" for the Union Jack, and then 

extended it into the muc h longer and far, far bette r "Mystery Box" . 

But that can hardly have been the case, for "The Mystery 

Box II appeared about three years before "Clayton Moat" . Unless, 

of course, "Clayton Moat 1
' had been written earlier and never pub ­

lished , or perhaps was published at a much earlier date, either 

under another t itle in the Unio n Jack or I possibly, elsewhe re . 

So we find the "Mystery Box" in the S . B. L . about 1921; a 

short and diluted version of it in the U . J. in late 1924; and another 

short and diluted ve rsion, a different one, in the Ne lson Lee in 

1932. 
Then, in mid - 1934, 'The Mystery Box" in its fine origina l 

version was re-published under the same title in the Sexton Blake 

Lib rary. The start of the ta le had been updated from 18 94 t o 19 04. 

I may add (I have to ld the story before) that I was responsi ble for 

the return to the S . B. L. of ''The Mys tery Box" and many other 

Pierre Quirou le novels of the twenties , and , later, for the return 

of that fine author hi mself to writing up the adventures of Sexton 

Blake . 
In passing, Pierre Quiroule wrote a good many tales for 

the Union Jack and much longer ve rs ions of the same plots can be 

found in some of his S , B. L . novels . I a lways assumed that the 

Un ion Jack stories were written first I and that later he extended 

those good plots into excellent ones for the S. B. L. But, after 

d isc overing that "Mys tery Box" appea red some years ahead of 
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"C layton Moat" I begin to wonder which came first - the chicken 
or the e9g . 

The author, W . W . Sayer (Pierre Quiroule, the Rolling Stone) 
died recently, so it may be impossible, at this late date, to clear 
up the mystery of the Ciayton Moat story, and the equaiiy myster ·­
ious business of how ''The Mystery Box" got a s ma ll chunk of 
itself transferred to the Nelson Lee Library. 

Many years later, in the fifties or sixties, "The Mystery 
Box" appeared ye t aga in, published by M r. Howard Baker . This 
ti me the title was "The Case of the Bismarck Memo irs", and in 
t h is case t he re was some pruning towards the e nd. Probably who­
ever wa:s revisin g the story for fresh pub lication di d not realise at 
first how long it act uall y was, so the blue pencil was not used 
until the clos ing few chapters. In this version, t he stage Ame rican­
isms of the disgu i sed Blake were toned down a little, which may 
have be19n more co n vi ncing though the original version was amusing. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DO YOU REMEMBER? by Roger M . Jenk ins 

No. 195 - Magnets 1 97-1 307 - Valentine Series 

There was nothin g novel in the idea of a series about a 
schoolboy crook, Talbot and Erroll and Lancaster all being represen­
tative o:f this theme, and a ll developed in various ways . What . was 
ori ginal about the Valentine s erie s was that the hero was fleeing 
from a gang of crooks in the opening chapter, when he fell off his 
motor bike in the snow and appeared more t ha n a little disgruntled . 
The Famous Five later gave him shelter and from this t ime onwards 
th e reader began to war m to him , until the famous episode when Mr. 
Que lch lost hi s way on an icy, foggy night, on his way t o Wharton 
Lodge, ,and called out "He lp~ If you are a Christian, come to my 
aid'. " Jim Valentine saved his life by helping him to shelter, and 
from that incident flowed Mr . Quelch ' s decision to assist him, 
without knowing the full facts about his past, and Valentine even­
tually hecame a member of the Greyfriars Remove . 

In the Magnet's Golden Age , no series was ever really a 
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se lf-contain ed unit: the Valentine series had many echoes from th e 

immediate past : Mr . Quelch kindly accepted an invitation to spend 

Ch ristma s at Wharton Lodge to show that the events of the Rebel 

se ries were forgotten, though when term beg an Wharton did indeed 

show some signs of rebellious obstinacy . Another feature of the 

Golden Age was the sheer va riet y of incidents : everything was new 

and nothing repeated, like Hoskins' musica l composition and 

Bunter's tray of articles he was hawking at half a crown a time, 

bot h not merely entertaining but directly re le vant to the plot - to 

say nothing of the exuberance of the linguistic puns when the juniors 

asked Bunter to try selling in Latin (which has no articles) or in 

German (a language in which the artic le may be declined) . 

Jim Valentine was a clever forger known as Dick the Pen­

man , and for this reason the gang were anxious to get him to return 

to them , though it was never made really clear why a burglar and 

pickpocket and fen ce should need the services of a forger . At one 

stage it was stated that Nosey C lark hated to be defied , but they 

we re still an odd combination of crooks, and the only explanation 

offered was when Nutty Nixon , the cracksman , opened the Head's 

safe and thought of extracting a cheque for use in forgery later on . 

There were some inte res ting aspects to the Valentine se ries . 

The gang never tried the same tric k twic e , whether it was posting 

him stolen property or landing him with counterfeit money , and though 

Va len tine was never able to anticipate their moves , luck did enable 

him to escape from their resu lts . Wharton became suspicious of 

Va lentine , thinking he had relapsed , which highlighted the iso lati on 

of Dick the Penman in his predicament , though the Fam ous Fiv e late r 

rall i ed round . Perhaps the most fascinating aspect , however , was 

the pen picture of Mr . Quelch who was shown at his best in this 

se ri es , with his character rounded out beautifully . When he offered 

to help Valentine and the boy asked him if he mea nt it, we were 

told that Mr . Que lch's face grew grim for a moment sin ce he was not 

accustomed to bein g asked if he meant wha t he said . The sli ght ly 

frosty kind ness, loyal ty, and thoughtfulness which he sh ow ed to 

the boy whom he had befr iend ed allowed us to see the Remove 

ma ster in a most attractive light, and as th e ser ie s wound to its 
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inexorab le clima x the .lnter play of characte r bet ween master and 

boy rose t o a sim ilar degree to make the Valentine ser ies one of the 

most memo rable and satisfying a t the tai l e nd of the Go lden Age . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

TOM MERRY CAVALCADE (Seria lised from a Long-Ago C . D . Annu al) 

Tho gay sunbltnd was sh,oldlng the shop 
window from tho August glare and ht,dl. The 
newspaper pla,:ards rood 'Force r1ghtln<J m 

Dublin . 
Throug" the 1Jl1JSG, the passer-by could 

see a neat window-display of dozens of perlod-
1oa l s - Milgnelt , Boys' l'rtend, Popular, Ne lson 
Lee , Union Jac:k, School ruend, and t he like. 
l:very wc,ek, whether by 3cc1dent 01 destgn, the 
shop proprietor al Nays, 9•"" pnde of place LO Lhs? 
Gem , rtghl In ~he Centro. There tt w.:is today , 
Its wh1tE cov11,r showmq , crowd or boys on a 

steamer , 1111 wutching o hoy who was dlvlng off 
a pier some hundreds of yards away. The title 
of thtc story w<1s 'ThH St . IJm 's Sw1mmf:r$ "; the 
caption under the p1cturo, 'Tow ~lerry 's Galldnl 
Attempt Lo Sw,m the Channel . 

But the shop was not open. On the door 
was a typc,wrltten announ come nt: "Thls estab ­
lishment will be closed oil day on Fndoy, 6th 
August, when the proprietor, Mr. Les he Chadley. 
, s bcmg marr<ud to Miss Cltzabeth Bland. The 

shop wtll re-open as usual at 7. 30 on Saturday . 

1922 

II fow weeks t o Christmas, and Cha dley· s 
shop was deco-rated with paper garl3nds, Chinese 
lanterns, ilnd artiflchl frost which glittered under 
the cleclflc huhts . 

f'a1th Lessing wns servmg a cu .. tomer 
when Chris Venner ontcrod the shop. After the 
customer had oone, Chris said: 

"You 'rn new here. " 
"'I've been here II month . " 
• 1 moan you're new smce I was last m 

tbe shop. That's stx months ago.• 
r111th d,id not reply . She spread out her 

varnished finger - nails and regarded them thoughL­
!uily. 

sorry. 

'1'he 'Gem' . please , ventured Ch ris. 
"So ld ()ut . 1 'm sorry. " She did not looic 

"Mr. C:had ley saves a copy for us every 
week. Vonner Is the name", persisted Chris . 

Miss I.cssl.ng turned round, and pressed 
a bell button o n the panel behind her. A moment 
later Lizzie Chadley cal'l'e behind the counte r. 

f'a,th sold: "Mrs . Chadley, this young 
man says you reserve a copy of some paper for 
him eve ry week". 

"Why, It's Mr. Chris: " eJe culated 
Ltzz,e. She turned to f'a1th. '1'he reserved 
copies a re under the counter. as you know quite 
well, Mlss Lesstng. Get Mr. Venner the 'Gem• • . 

With knitted brows ralth obtained the 
Gem, and took twopence in exchange. 

'1'hanks ,, , she said. 
'Do you like the new red, white, 11nd blue 

covers . Mr. Chns?" asked L1zzu.. 
I do - they re very smart ,ndeed. I hope 

to ci,tch up with a bit of readln<J this week-encl. 
l 'vc hecn neg lecting Tom Morry. " 

"It 's called 'TheCup -W lnners' this week. 
lasl story of the Corde w Cup series. Very good! • 

L1zz1e Informed him. 
"Give me an 'Eveni ng News'", said Chrts. 

"I want to see how they're getting on at Luxor -

1he tixcavat1ons aL Tutnnkamen's tomb, you know ". 
"Don't ho ld with disturbing graves", sil!d 

I 1,zte. ·1·11 Jog along with Tom ~erry, ~Ir. Chr s, 
and leave King Tut to you . • 

After Chris had gone, Lizzie spoke sharply 
Lo Faith . 

"l've told you before, Miss Lessing, to say 
'sh• w!ien you &peak to a customer." 

··1 forgot, , said Faith, :.ulklly . 
''You shouldn't forget. Thal gentleman Is 

1ratnlng to be a doctor, at Guy's Hospital. His 

fomlly are amOOIJSl Mr. Chadley's o ldest customers. " 
"l daresay l 'm as good as they are", repli ed 

Miss Lessing . 
Later that evening, Lizzie conilded to her 

hushand : 'Those flappers are all ahke, Leslie. 
No breeding - and paint and powder where the Lr 
brains ought lo bo. How the world's changed sin ce 
I was her age ! " 

"\Ve got back from Deal yesterday , s11ld 
Mrs. Venner. '"We always spend the last two we~ks 

of August ln Deal. 
"Very nice, loo " , observed Leslie Chadley. 

His eyes twink led . "I can think of only one better 
way of spending a holiday. • 

"Indeed?• said Mrs. Venner. "Not , I hopr, 
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vi siting Japan, where they' ve just had that shock­

Ing earthquake a t Yokohama ." 
"Shocldng " , agr eed Chad Icy. "Appalling 

loss o f life . No , I mean selling the Thames In the 

'O ld Bus·, with Tom Merry and Co . Second story of 

of tha nsv: :;arie~ here, Mr!. V~nner. "' H~ topped 

the cu rr ent issue of the Gem , con ta ining 'Troub le 

on the Thames ' . He add ed : 'The best holiday 

se n es that Mart in Clifford has ever 9lven us•. 
Mrs. Venner paid for her Gem, and bought 

te n c igare ttes for five pence . "I smo ke a cigar­

ett e now and again, Mr. Chadley" , she confided. 

"Not In public, of course. • 
They chatted Inconsequentially for a few 

minut es , and then Mrs. Vonner asked: "How ls 
Lizzie?• 

"Fa irly flt, madam , than k you.• 
"And hevc you decided on the name for that 

love ly baby? " 
Ch adl ey burs t Into a lau gh . He said: "Her 

Mum and Dad are both 'Gem' fans - and you have 

to ask me that. we·ve called her £the!, or course· ·. 

Next month : 192 4 . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
REVIEWS 

"TO M MERRY & CO, ON STRIKE" Ma rtin Clif for d 
(Howard Baker : £9. 95) 

This vo lume comprises seven Gems from the early reprint period of 1931. The stories run con se cu­

tJvely, with the omission of several numbers, probab ly because th ey may have appeared In other volumes. 

All come from the very early ha lfpen ny per iod or the Gem, and they are particularly satisfactory beca us e, 

beJng sho rter , the stor ies suffered none of the pruning which spooled many later stories. 

''Tho Schoolboy 'Tees'' (orig ina lly e ntitled "The Detectiv e's PupJJs 1') wa s the story In whJch !'error s 

Locke was flrst crea ted. Loc ke appeared often In tho early Gem . end one wonders whether Tom Merry was 

belng groomed to be the "boy assistant· which Jack Drake became many years later . Jack Blake say s: 

"Ther e 's a detective here. I don't know whether !t"s Stanley Dare of Fran k Ferrett•. These were two popular 

de tective charact ers in 1907 . ln 1931 , the name of Sexton Blake was substitu ted . 

"The St . Jlm ' s Menagerie" (orlg1na lly "'High Jinks at St . Jim's) ls a trifling but charming ilttle tale of 

th e pets kept by different boys . 'Tom Merry & Co. on St:nkc" (origUlally 'Tom Merry's Washing-Day'") Is a 

novel bit of delight wh en the Juniors , di ssa tisfied with the catertng and laundry serv ices , decide to fend 

fo r themse lves for a time. He rr Schnelde r , the cho leric German mas ter, ployed a big ond humorous part In 

these ear ly yams. 
'Tom Merry - the Boy 'Tee" (ort91nally "Honours D1v1ded") has Tom Merry once again as Locke's 

as s istan t ln London . And Gussy , going by train from St. Jim's to London , arrived at Euston. Mr. Clifford 

d id not deci de very early whore St. Tim's was situa ted, but by 1931 everybody knew. though nobody corrected 

the t ennl nus. 
"The St. Jlm"s Speed-COps" (ortglnally "Tom Merry's Day Out") has Tom Merry driv ing Lord Eastwood's 

Daimler car, which was e false note with a vengear ce. Even In 1907, a boy or barely 15 would have been 

break ing the law If In charge of a ca r on the roads . This Is the very firs t tale to introduce Cousin Ethel. She 

was ca ll ed Ethel Maynard in 1907, but the s umame wa s changed to C lcvelllnd In the re-print . 

Possibly the most delightful tale of a ll ls 'Th e Japer of St. Jim's"' (originally "!he Return of Monty 

Lowther• . ) For some time Torn Merry and Manners had been "The Terrible Two" - Lowther bad long pedod s 

of absence in those times - but now he comes back to mekethe fur fly. Finally co mes 'Th e Gunpowder Plot 

a t St. Jim ' s• • ("Spoo fed " In Novembe r 1907), Almost ccrt elnly Hamllton 's !!rst November the Fifth story , 

of guy s , sparks, and bangs , and a lovely pattern for heaps yet to come . 

A book not to be misse d by those who love s tones packed with chann, and a lifting of the curt ain on 

Gem his tory . 

Thanks to all Readers who have written enquiring after the Princess 

Snowee . She is doing fine, and her Corner will be back soon . 
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G . R . SANfWAYS 
(Howa rd Baker: £8 . 95) 

This is the Autobiography of George Richmon d Samways , a man whose name ls associate d for ev er 
wt th Gr ey fr la rs , the creatio n of one , Char les Hamilton . Ss1mways wrote substi tute slo rles of Greyfria rs and 
St . Jim's , a nd he wrote verse connected with Ufa at those schools . Not everyone Is enamo ured of bis sub 
stories, bu t it wou ld be a strange reader indeed who 1Hd no t love the ve r se which remains unsurpassed of its 
type . 

Samways was a schoolboy when th e Red Magnet w as new . C learly he had a deep affection for Grey­
friars , and he knew h,s Red Magnet Greyfrtars - a poi nt which is obvious In a good many of his yams. 

This ls a pleasan t and well -w rit ten autobiography . 1t ho ld,:, the Interest throughout, Is amusing and 
touch ing at times , and , on a number of occasions , ab sorb ing . 

Samwa)•S te ll s of t he tr.,gedy which struck his very ea rly life, and the ha ppy yea rs he enj oyed when 
he was brough t up by hi s gra nd -pa r ent s . Hi s schoo l lif e at King Edwar d School , Wi tney , Jn Surrey , is 
fasci na ti ng , arid is parrlcu Jarl y Inte res t ing to us at Exce lsio r House , for, when the Surb iton Modem School 
was partly eva ,;ua ted into rural Surrey durtng the Seco nd Wor ld War , we had regu lar fiXlures on the footba ll 
and cricket fie!lds with King Cdward's . As Sal!\\'lays says, J<lng Edward's Is a soc cer schoo l , othe rwise we 
could no t have met them In the wtn t er months. This was long after Samways' days there, of course, but we 
still found thorn a grand lot of sportsmen , Impeccab ly we ll -mannered. We have happy memortes of King 
Edward's. 

The book ls no\ well dated, which makes it c!lfflcu lt at times to place events ln their proper place in 
the writer ' s hiiltory . 

Be relates how, as a very young chap, living Jn digs at Southsea , he sent to the Magnet ed itor a 
number of ver s ,es In pra i se of Grey!riars. These were pu blished, and the wri t er r.eceived a postal-o rder as 
a reward. Cnc,:>uraged, be submi tt ed a dozen poems on Greyfriars chara cte rs and a furt her dozen Ol'l St. Jim's 
characters. These we re accep ted and paid for , and , na tur a lly , the wri t er was delighted . 

The n , out of the blue, came a telegram asking Samw ays to call a t the r le etway House. There he met 
Down and Hint,;:,n who strong ly u rged h,m to write a story o( Greyfriars . Hamilton was away some where -
nobody s eemed , to know where he was , and the Ma gnet folk were afraid the paper might be left high and dry. 
This seems a Uttle odd, for, though Sarnways does not pinpoint t he date , it r11ust have been in t he ea rly 
au tumn of 1914 , and substitu te writers wore far from unknown in the Magnet and Gem ci rc les. Down and 
Hinton themsol.ves both wrote sub ta les , E. S . llrooks was wnt ing plenty of them , and there we re other 
wr it ers . As Hc1mHton rel ated It\ his Autobiography , he was m Europe, and had got oaught up wi th the out­
break of war. It seems a bit strange that Hinton ,ind Down called in the services of a young unknown, on 
the assump t ion, chat , because he wrote wonderf ul verse , he cou ld a lso w rtt e stories . 

Samwai,s does not name hi s first story - l!'l fact he mentions all too fe w by name, which l s a pity, 
but it wou ld se,em to have been ''The Reign of Terro r " o f November 191 4 . 

Snmways gives 1.1 number of interesting cameoes of var iou s pe rsonalitie s at fleet:way Uou,se during 
hls years there,. Hls remarks on Hinton are particula rly apt - a rebe l who ref us ed co conform to the 
Hamil ton sty le. "Pent elow' s stories were no t hecessa rl ly bad , bul they differed grea tl y from those of 
Hamil ton , being more sentimenta l and lacking the priceless quality of humour." 

It would seem to the rnader of Samways' bock that Hamilton never rea lly t ried to sympathise with and 
understand the sub wri ters, wh,ile the subs themselves were jea lous of the great mcin. No doubt it was 
inevitab le . 

Speaking of Hamilton's own Autobiography, Samways observes tha t it was disappointing , a view with 
whi c h we wou ld all agree, but Samways does not be lieve tha t Hamilton wrote It, which 1s sure ly absurd . 

Sanways s peaks of writing the Greyfriars Herald sup p lements In the Magn et (al ways tip-top enter ­
tainment for ycmng readers) , and the St . Jim's Ga zette Jn the Gem (which 1 cannot place. [f Mr. Samways 
means "The St . Jim's News ", then that one a !wa ys seem ed to me rat her stodgy and Inferior to the Greyfrlars 
one) . 

An Item which might have been omi tt ed advantageo usly concer ns the death of Hamilton . Mr . Sa mways 
regarded the d,3ath as a happy release. "Who wou ld have wi s hed him to strug gl e on against blindness, 
increas ing Inf i rmities, and the weanness of the we ig ht of years? It was a timely and mercifu l de Liverance. " 

Somebqdy - r believe it was Mr. Samways - made the same claim years ago , and we chu ll eng ed it in 
C.D . At the t:ime o! Hamil ton's dea th he was half-way through "Just Lilce Sunter". Hamllton was writing 
brigh tl y a nd ch een ly t o the G . D . office regu la rly . I asked Mis s Hood whe the r Ha!llllton's dea th was , indeed, 
a "merc i ful dehvera nce" . He r answer was certainly not. Death came sudde nly, and he had been brigh t and 
cheny with hiE, wo rlc right ti ll the last. 
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A delightful chapter descr ibes Semwa ys' work as a writer or solutions for competitors to ente r for tho 

John Bull 'Bullets' Competition. After his work a t Fleetwoy House ended, Samwa ys beca me a line -writer. 

He was paid ten shi llings for a hundred, plus ten pe r cent commission on a l l wins of CS or over . He composed 

a thousand a week. Then, one week, he found he had one or two left over, and entered them himself In the 

con test. He got 1st Prize for one o f them - £750 - which set hlm up for the future. 

t have enjoyed thJs Auto biography. Natura ll y, hero and there, one comes on a comment with which one 

disag reos , but they are few , and th-sy cr-Jy a-dd to th.e !nt~re.5t : 
Well-wntten and Intriguing, It should bo very popular. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

SOUTH WEST 

There were eleven members present at our meeting at Tim 

Sa lisbury's home on Sunday, 15th April, 19 84, and this included 

Darre ll Swift who had travelled all the way fro m Leeds . 

Bill Lofts was also with us a nd conducted the meet ing 

in troducing Charles Skilton whom Tim had invi ted. Memb ers w i ll 

rememb er h im a s the pu bli sher of the first Bunter ha rd back s and who 

now lives in a village near Tim . After Bill had spoken of M r. 

Skilton 's publishing car eer we were ab le to ask questions and 

received some very in t ere sting answers. 

For his second ta lk Bill to ok the theme of 'Annu a ls' and this 

was illustrated by some of Tim' s own collection. 

As we ha d not met altogether sin c e la st October, the time 

a fter tea was sp e nt ta l king and en joying each other' s company until 

the meet ing c losed at 6 . 30 p. m . 

MIDLAND 

At the April meet ing , though the attendance of only seven was 

disappointi ng, it was a sp le ndid little gathering in its way . 

Nin e club membe rs still have not paid their subs . If they 

wish to remain me mbers, they should send their subscriptions at 

once to Ivan W ebster, 24 Highmoor Road, Rowley Regis, Warley, 

West Midlands, and NOT to Tom Porter who is chairman. Pat 

Hughes has sent £2 0 as a donation - a magnific ent gesture. 
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Refres hm en ts were provided by Joan Go len and Joa n 
Love da y , and Vince Loved ay paid for t he tea an d coffee . 

Your corres pondent provided a qu iz of 15 questions. It 
was ea s y , and was won by Joan Go len. I was surprised how few 
l, V"l,...."f.t. 7' +h ,"' V\. ~l'Y\A A.; +'h,.... +':'!II+ h rvt 7 Af' 0AJ""'\lr1:Atl"'\l"'\,4 '11,,'h.1,,,,., r ?\lf11f' f1 n r'\'F 
1'.11c v v · 1..1 1c :; 11.a u 1c; vi. L11 c .1.oL J...Ju y VJ.. .l\. Vv J'\..·vvVV\,.,lt1 .i.uJ .• ,n.Jy .i.v .1. u.J-Li.1..1. 1 vi. 

cou rse. 
Vin c e Loveday, a ct ing chair man , gave a game ''Take a 

Letter ''. I van Webs ter was t h e winner. 
The discuss ion piece was a proposal by local a uthorities 

to drive a road thro ug h Kent, wiping out Gre yfriars and it s environs 
in th e process . This disgusted a ll our mem be rs, for the background 
to the G re yfriars sto rie s is half t h e i r charm . It reminds us of the 
kind of wor ld older people used to know. Some local au t ho rities , 
if they bad their way, wou ld tu rn Brit ain in to one giant metropolis. 

The next mee tings are on 26th Jun e and 25t h September . 
To all O . B. B, C. members everyw he re , may you have an enjoyable 
summer - great holidays - hou rs of glo rious reading . 

JACK BELLFIELD (Corresponde nt) 

CAMBRIDGE 

The Club held its month ly meeting on 29th April, 1984 , at 
16 C ross way s, Lin t on , near Cambridge, the home of Roy Wh i ski n . 

Following the genera l bu s ine ss meet ing, Bill Lofts gave an 
interesUng and amusing t a lk on three eccentr ic characters h e had 
met in his early collecting days . Neville Wood, w ho had a ls o 
come fro m afar, from Suffolk in fact, gave the club a mu sical quiz, 
an d, after a sumptuous tea pro vi ded by Mrs . Whiskin, Tony 
Cowley he lp ed everyone to wallow in Nost a lgia with a trip back in 
tim e as he played a tape of an episode from t he rad io seria l 
'Jou rney Into Space '. Tony went to cons ide ra ble le ngth to recap­
ture the atmosphere of that origin al 1953 broad ca st, comp lete with 
old radio set, and the appropr iat e page out ci. the Radio Time s . 

The meeting closed at 5 . SO p. m . in order to tear back to 
Cambridg e station to see Bill Lofts off back to London . Tha nks 
we re given to Roy and his wife for t he ir ho spitality and the 
exc e llent tea . 



Page 22 

NORTHERN 

Saturday , 12th May , 1984 

OUR OPENING item was a 'Browse through old papers' by 

Keith Smith. Keith had chosen number 16 (1944) of the 'Story Paper 

Collector' and read from it an appreciation of Charles Hamilton 

written by that sta lw a rt of the Hob by , Herbert Leck enb y-. 

One realizes that hobbyists of those days started off with 

very little knowledge of their subject, and that the wealth of infor ­

mation available to us today is the result of the painstaking research 

of our founding fathers - among th em Herbert Leckenby. 

In his art icle of 1944 writes that less than five-per cent of 

th e Magnet stories w e re written by sub-writers : Today we know t hat 

it is almost twenty-per cent: 

It was Mollie ' s turn to continue with our series 'My Cho ice' 

for which membe rs bring a long some item which is meaningful for 

them , and talk about it . 
Mollie had brought along t he 'Little Folks' Annual' for 1928. 

The titl e , said Mollie, made it se em that the tal es were for tiny 

tots, but in fact most of the stories were for up-to-sixteen-year­

olds . There were six long complete stories, including 'The Cap ­

tain's Fag' by Peter Martin and 'Castle School' by Nancy M . Hayes . 

There was also a lot of short stories an d a series of 'Novels in a 

Nutshell' - precis of the classics . 

A vast and exciting volume , beautifully produced . What 

would a book cost like that today? We can't tell, because there 

aren't any: 
The secretary produced the encaptivating autobiography by 

Sarnways, and read passages from it . We must not forget, said 

Geoffrey, t hat the Magnet was not wholly Hamilton . Others - su c h 

as Sarnways - were immersed in Greyfriars lore, and played their 

part in creating - and perpetuating - the legend. 

LONDON 

A very successful gathering at the Loughton residence of 

Chris Harper , who combined the office of chairman and Sexton Bla ke 
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librarian besides being an idea 1 host ably assisted by Suzanne and 
Duncan, 1enjoyed a very good programme. 

Mark Jarvis exhibited his plastic cover scrap book and 
some of tlhe first items to be placed therein and followed this up 
;,·vith a reading fro m the A.nthony Euckeridge book "Jennings Goes To 
School". 

During the tea interval, Roy Parsons distributed his acro­
stic quiz for members to solve . Eric Lawrence and Leslie Rowley 
tied for first place . Maurice Corkett and Bill Lofts were joint thirds. 

·winifred Morss read the Memory Lane feature from News ­
letter number 19 7 which was distributed in Februa ry 1967 . 

Bill Lofts gave his exce llent t reatise on the Cockney a nd 
its relation to the old books and some of the characters that were 
employed at the old Fleetway House. 

:From Union Jack No . 794 Bill Bradford gave a synopsis of 
th e fi rst c hapters and then read the la st chapter . The title of t he 
story was , "Waldo the Wonder Man" and it dealt with Sexton Blake, 
Nelson Lee and their two assistants Tinker and Nipper. 

Duncan Harper has dr awn up a new catalogue for the Sexto n 
Blake section of the c lub's library and copies will be available at 
the next meeting which wi 11 be he ld at Greyfriars, Holly bush Ride, 
Wokingham, Berks. , on Sunday, 10th June. Tea will be provided 
but bring own viands . Telephone nu mber is 0344 774626 . Kindly 
le t Eric Lawrence if intend ing to be present. 

Roy Parsons proposed the hearty vote of thanks to Chris 
and Suzanne for th e ir hospitality . 

BEN WHITER . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
OUT NOW: Golden Fun No . 14; Features Inte rview with Ken Reid 
(Artist of Roger the Dodger, etc.); the story of Hu gh McNe il! ( "Our 
Ernie" , etc.); Profile of Lou is Briault (pre-war comics artist) . If 
you like British comics, especia lly the vintage variety, you '11 like 
Golden Fun~ 40 pages/£2. 50 + 2 7p pos t FROM: Alan & Laure l 
Clark, 24Arunde1Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent , TN l lTE. 
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The Po~l'lan lal\e.J (interesting items from the 
Editor's letter-bag) 

STAN KNIGHT {Che lt enham : I was thrilled , along with Ian Bennett, 

at the Capt a in Just ice cover of the January S . P. C , D, I only dis ­

covered th ese grand tales in later years , while Ian had read them 

in Modern Boy . Between us we had the set of B. F . L . s of these 

s tor ies complet e , and , when I had to g et rid of all my collection of 

the ' old papers, I was ab le to give Ian the one copy of B. F . L. he 

needed to com pl ete h is own set . When the st or ies first appeared in 

t he Modern Boy , Capt . Justice wa s shown as clean-shav en , but he 

soon grew his ce lebrated beard . 
I was pl ea se d to s ee in th e Annual a page of drawings by 

Geoff . Harrison . 

HORACE DILLEY (Biggleswa de ): My mem ory was pleas antl y jogge d 

by "the My stery of 8oz" in the Nelson Lee oo lu mn of the April edi ­

tion of th e C . D . 
I can so vividly recall and it has a lwa ys stood out in my 

recollections of the N . L. on the front cover portraying Nelson Lee 

in a frame or th e like . A boulder was suspended over him he ld by 

a rope over a beam by Nipper . I seem t o remember that Nipper was 

ho lding on like "grim dea th " . After a time , the Vill ain of the piece 

be ca me i mpatient a nd was about to ma ke Nipper let go of the rope 

when on t o the scene ca me 8oz an d he kept the vi llain at bay . 

Good for Boz ~ 

You will see th at I live in th e town of Big gl eswade . I often 

wonder whether the charact er "Biggl e sw ade" in the N . L. was sp ark ed 

off from our town . 
I seem to remember that E. S. B. once men tion ed that h e used 

to ca 11 in at a shop in Biggleswade when passing through . 

MRS. MARY CADOGAN (Becke nh am) : I loved the Arthur Clarke 

cover to the April is sue. How beautifully he conv ey ed t he very best 

qualities of young people in his pictures. 

ERNEST HOLMAN (Leigh - on-Sea): I have childhood remembrance of 

Roger Jenkins' trips -on the trams with a sixpenny All-Day ticket . A 
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friend and I did just that in th e summer holidays around 1 92 8. Wh at 
simple plleasures we had in those days~ 

JOHN LOOK (Southa ll ): Thank you for the pleasure given to me by 
your pap( ~r. For myself I think that "Da nny's Diary" alone is well 
worth en~ry penny of t he subscription , bringing back , as it doe s, 
remuus cEmc es of those music hall and c inema favourites of my 
yo ut h , when a vis it to the Shepherd's Bush Empire was a regular 
weekly event. 

Your comment on Ben Whiter ' s letter in the May issue about 
Cricket i/veeks at local grounds brought to mind an annual eve nt of 
those be tw een war days of the twenties and thirties when Kent 
always used to p lay Surrey at Blackheath - and invariably, beat them . 
The trip to see that mat ch was a 'must' for me , although I was a 
Midd lesex support er and in my opinion Hearne and Hendren were 
the great est. But then 1 was biased . I remember a cou plet from 
those days -

When Surrey set out for lovely Blackheath, 
They knit their brows and grind their teeth . 

EDWARD SABIN (Birmingha m): The Oxfo rd Universi t y Press, I see, 
has just published ano th er of its famous "Compan ion• • books . This 
one is entit le d , "The Oxford Comp ani on to Children's Literature", a 
rather h efty tome of 53 7 pages, priced at £15 . It had an extensive 
review in t he ''Sun day Telegraph" of 29 / 4/84 , by Auberon Waugh. 
He remarks that is is s urprised that whereas John Keats gets 300 
words, and W. B. Yeats 500 words, Cha rl es Ha mil ton , the creator 
of Billy Bunter gets no less than 1500 words . I don't know why he 
shou ld be surprised at that at a 11. He goes on to say, "it seems that 
the O . U . P. , may risk the accusation of lowering its standards when 
it asks us to compare the two " . Lowe rings its standards? I can 't 
see where its standards are lowered by giving Charles Hamil ton 
1 S 00 words . M r. Waugh was evidently not a reader of the 
Companion papers in his youth. 

C . BULLOCK (Doncaster) : I was a signalman on the railway for a 
good marny years , so was very interested in the April cove r of the 
Digest , although I have not re ad t he story . Modernisation has 



Page 26 

made the job very different now from what it was years ago, 

a !though the old methods sti 11 linger on in some parts of the country . 

LEN WOR MULL (Romford) : It's amazing how snooker has caught 

the public imagination; a far cry to the days when it had a seedy 

image , though it was mostly billiards then . I am one who has caught 

the TV-Snooker fever , even to learning the game on my son's tab le ~ 

St eve Davis and ot her s may have given it a respectability , but give 

me the Bounder and Loder types, like Jimmy White and Alex Higgins, 

for real spice and entertainment . £44,000 for the world title winner, 

and tons of money for runners-up. No wonder some of th e o ld 'uns 

are coming ou t of retirement . 
Many cong ratulations on you r magificent 450 break - sorry, 

score . Equally amazing is your wonderful record of untiring comit ­

ment and dedication . Without any shadow of doubt, Collecto rs' 

Digest has cast a magic sp e ll over us all , a quit e indispensab le 

monthly tonic . My hea rtfelt thanks, and let's hope we sha ll a 11 be 

c el ebrating No . 500 . 

JOHN Gr.AL (Hamp ton ) : The C . D . goes on - year by year - keeping 

its freshness , eve n though th e period that it mos t reflects re cedes 

further and fu rthe r into t he pa st . Wh en yo u t hink that th e Magn et 

a nd Gem ceased publication over 44 years ago one wonders where 

the yea r s hav e go ne. G la d to hav e reminders , too , of Music Halls 

and the Kingston Empire . I agr ee - a crime to have allowed it to 

be destroyed. Kingston Council could easily have acquired it as a 

Civic Theatre . Also the r eminder of Nat Mil l s a nd Bobbi e and Caryll 

a nd Mundy . C . & M . wer e one of my favourite act s at the time . 

There's nothing in t oda y 's Television to re place the antici ­

pati o n and excitement in th e Theatre before "Cu rt ain Up" with th e 

orchest r a tuning up, and opening overture , and the magic switched 

on as t he C urt ain rose . Happy Days. At the Empire, as a boy and 

teenage r, I saw a 11 t he topacts , week by week, for 6d in the 

Gall e ry . 

JOH N JARMAN (Ma nsfie ld) : "The Schoolboy Cas taw ays" (Gem & 

BFL) is a great story , but I often wonder what R . L . Stevenso n would 

have t hought of it . I would like t o see the 1 924 Holiday Annual 

.. 
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republished . In my opinion it is the greatest of the m all. 

MRS 
I 

IREN E TARMAN (Mansf ie ld): I, too, read and enjoy th e 
Digest., especially wh en you write about th e Princess Snowee. I 
also enjoy and look forward to t he Mr. Buddle stories. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
EDITORIAL POLIC IES ON ARTISTS by W. 0 . G . Lofts 

It was certa inl y not the u s ua l policy for Amalgamat ed Press 
ed it ors to hand over the man uscr ip t of a stor y , th en instruct hi m 
to i llu s trate six incidents from the tale as well as the outside 
cover . May be they did t his simply bec au se they had regu lar 
artis ts week in and out , a nd it sa ved The Companion Pape rs edi­
t orial s;taff a lot of time - though as far as I know this pract i ce 
was confined pure ly to the Ma gnet/Gem/and Boys' Friend - at 
least the Rookw ood stories . Ce rtai n ly Terry Wakefield, son of 
G . W . Wa kefie ld , himself a great Jimmy Silver fan remembers , 
ho w he had a great advantage over other boys at school by reading 
the instalments several week s prio r t o pu bli cations . 

The edito r of The Un ion Jack, H. H . W. Twyman , to ok a 
great pri de in instru cting his artists on exactly what ill ustrations 
h e wanted . Be in g art ist ic ally inclined, he used to sketch out 
rough ly a draw in g - a nd if t he ir wor k did not conform to his stan­
da rd, or conta ined any error of fact it was sent back to th em for 
revision. As an editor of a detective paper one could say he was 
met icullous for detail, and even Eric Parke r himself no slouch wh en 
it ca mEi t o de tail called h im at times a 'hard tas k ma ster' . I can 
well remember Twyman telling me that he us ed to stud y other 
arti sts work in the Amalgamated Press papers - when taking a 
special i nt erest in Warwic k Reyno lds he onc e no t iced he had 
d ra wn a large pair of pincers incorrectly . He cou ld not res i st 
showing t his to No el Wood-Smith who was t he n editing The Ge m -
whose th oug hts on the matter he did not e la borate : Actua lly 
Twyman went t oo far a t a later stage when a well known a rtist s u b­
mitted a drawing t he n co u ld not be contacted for so me ur gent 
revision. 'Twy ' ru bbed out th e error an d re - dre w the offending 
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part . When the artist eventually saw the printed version in a proof 

in the editoria 1 office, he just walked out and was never seen or 

heard of again : 
W . Howard Baker when editor of The Sexton Blake Library 

used to personally instruct his artists for his coveis and thumbnail 

sketches inside . He would not in any case trust an artist with a 

manuscript - knowing how easy such things could get lost or mis­

placed'. 
I suppose over the years simply hundreds of errors in drawings 

and situations must have been spotted by eagle eyed C .D. readers -

though it would be interesting to know if they had or would have 

spotted them as boys when originally reading the paper in question. 

Howard Baker remembers seeing situations that did not exactly 

match the tale, but was not much disturbed, as it was the ma in story 

that really mattered. Frankly I just cannot remember noticing any­

thing wrong at the time - except the puzzling thing of illustrations 

at times many pages behind the page where the incident took place: 

As adults I suppose we must notice erro rs, and more so if we 

study the art work c losely . Only last Christmas whilst re-reading 

the Cavendale Abbey series I noticed a glaring error where Bunter 

threw a snowball at a gunman. This I' m afraid put me a little off 

the not - so - good as usual Frank Richards Xmas story . C. H . 

Chapman to giv e him his due used to examine covers I had shown 

him, and commented that he wished he could have gone over it ag ain , 

He was so rushed to comp lete deadlines that his work at times left 

much to be desired, there was talk once in the Companion Papers 

Office of replacing him , but a solution was found by giving him 

help in the shape of Leonard Shields starting from the India Series 

in 1926. 
I'm inclined to agree with Francis Hertzberg that artists 

never read scripts properly anyway, and just sc anned them for 

incidents. In any case the editor of the paper in question was just 

as much to blame fo r th e artist, for letting them pass witho ut being 

rectified. Maybe he did not think readers would notice them any­

way. No one in their wildest dre ams at that stage woul d have con­

templated that they would be so much discussed and reviewed som e 

sixty years on : 
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AND EVJSN M ORE CHEERS . . . by Tommy Keen 

In the 1 982 C . D . Annual, t here appeared an a rt icl e of 
mine , "C h ee rs for t he Chilterns", in which I dwelt upon a pe r iod 
in the life of Frank Richards when he lived in a rented farm co tta ge 
in Buckinghamshire, during the years 191 7 - 1919 . 

As I was born and reared in Bucks . , it was absolutely 
fa scinaU ng to read, a few years ago, that Fran k Richards had at 
one time resided in my home town . I read that he was very happy 
there, that the farmer from whom he rented the cottage had two 
litt le girls and a boy , to who m Frank Richards was most indulgent. 

Althou gh I have lived away from Buckinghamshire for very 
many yec:lrs, the part of this lovely county from which I came, still 
holds a :special place in my heart , and a few weeks ago I wondered 
if I might be able to trace any details of the Great Man' s couple of 
years spent there . I made a random phone call to the district I and 
a fter listening to my ramblings over the phone, the person at the 
other end said that perhaps if I wrote to a man, who a few years 
ago had mov ed to the North of England, perhaps he might be of 
assistance . I was informed as to the address where to write . 

I wrote a long, incoherent screed, which see me d appall-
ing when I read it through, and felt quite certain tha t the recipient 
wou ld think the letter t he work of a madman (he might even be right'. ) , 
so posted it immediately, lest I decided to tear it up . 

Four evenings later, to my great astonishment, I received 
a phone ca 11 from the gentleman up North, saying that he was q uite 
intrigued by my letter, and that he was the son of the farmer from 
whom Frnnk Richards had rented the cottage . He admitted that he 
had no idea as to whom I was writing a bou t when I referred to Frank 
Richards , but when I men t ioned the name Cha rles Hamilton in my 
le tt e r, h e re me mbered . He , and h i s two sisters, were the three 
child ren of many years ago . 

I wa s en t hralled . The typew r it er in those far off d a ys, was 
tapping i:iway a ll the time, but .. . and what a but .. . he had no idea 
that it w a s t h e stor ies of Greyfriars and St . Jim' s be ing poun ded 
out. We ll. . . we ll ... we ll. 

The ge nt leman in qu e stion i s now s eventy nine year s o ld , 
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and h is t wo sisters are still alive. "Do visit me" he said. 

Pe rhaps I will : 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
ROBEY AND THE BANDS by Er-nest Holman 

Th e Editor's reference to George Robey's 1919 Revu e and 

Dan ny's mention of the 1934 Royal Variety Show have interesting 

c onnections. 
Nick La Rocca and his Original Dixieland Ja zz Band came 

on a vis it to Brita in and opened at th e London Hippodrome , on 7th 

April, 1919, with George Robey in 'Joy Bells'. The audience of the 

time i nclud ed many American soldiers and the Band received a 

terrific ovation . 
Robey, it would seem, was somewhat taken aback by this 

re ce ption , apparently feeling his own position as Principal under­

mined. Albert de Courville , the Producer , was pla ced in an unfor­

tunate situation when the Star delivered an ultimatum, to the effect 

that either he, Robey, or the Band, must go~ Poor de Courville was 

really left with no alternative but to remove the 0 , D , J . B, 

Fortunately for the visiting musicians, it was only a temp­

orary setback. Later in 1919 they secured an engagement at the 

Hammersmith Pala is de Danse , which lasted for nine months. When 

the Band left Britain , in the summer of 1920 , they had achieved a 

gr eat triu mph . 
That their influence r emain ed was soon shown by the fact 

that other Bands began to form and fo ll ow in the ir footsteps . As a 

res u lt , with gradual changes in a rrangement s and pre s entati on , the 

coming Dance Band Era began t o dawn . 
So that when Danny listene d to the 19 34 Variety Show from 

the Lond on Palladium, Geo rge Robe y at that time was one of several 

a c t s . How the grea t Star of earlier years must have thought back to 

tho s e da ys of 'Joy Bells', when the first ha lf of th e 1934 Show ende d 

with He nry Ha 11 's Band and t he whole Show was brought t o a cl ose 

by th e Band of Jack Hylto n: 
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AN ANNUAL DELIGHT by Graham McDermott 

Tommy Keen was the cause of it all. We were discussing 
our favourite hobby one day, when Tommy asked me what I thought 
of the schoolgirl papers. I had to confess that I hadn't really 
given them a lot of thought; my main interests were the "Magnet", 
"Gem" .•• and, yes, "The Nels on Lee ''. Tommy left the room a 
moment and returned with a beautifully bound volume of "The School ­
girls " Own", and it was through the pages of this delightful little 
paper that I met, and ultimately fell in love (if that's not too strong 
a word) with, the most agreeable set of schoolg irls one could wis h 
to meet. I mean, of Gourse, Betty Barton & Co. , of Morcove 
School. 

"The Schoolgirls' Own" was a weekly paper for girls . 
Slightly smaller tha n "The Mag net", it had a bo ld orange/b lu e 
cover. From its launch in 1921, until its demise in 1929 these 
covers were illustrated by Leonard Shie lds, also famous for his 
work in the "Magnet " . 

For some reason, the SGO isn't that easy to come by these 
days. Some say that the girls of tha t time didn't treasure their 
fav ourit1s paper in the same way as did their brothers with their 
"Gem" -- or whatever. Which is a real pity, as nowadays the 
"School9irls' Own" (and "School Frie nd") are very difficu lt to find. 

However, a 11 is not lost, for it is still possible to obtain 
(if you keep your eyes pealed) copies of what I consider t o be the 
finest s,eries of annuals ever produced throughout the 20's and 30's . 

The Schoolgirls ' Own Annual was launched in 1922. It 
had a btight coloured c over , which featured a hock ey field scene. 
Unlike th e Greyfriars Holiday Annual, none of the stories featured 
were reprints, all work being quite orig in al. Again unlike the GHA, 
the size of the annual did not alter, and it remained the same for­
mat, wi1th its distinctive brown spine, until the la st number to 
feature the Morcove tales in 193 9 . 

It was an Annual that was truly full to bri mming with good 
things: a Morcove story, and Play (some of the earlier numbers 
even featured a Cliff House tale), items about life at Morcove, the 
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girls ' favourite pets - that sort of thing, and plenty of other adven­

ture reading. For the more active girl there were plenty of articles 

a bout hiking, cycling, cooking and household hints . There wer e 

even hints about such things as: "How to Form Your Own Chummy 

Club" . 
But, to my mind, the most pleasurable aspect of these 

Annuals are the illustrations . 

Apart from the cover, each featured up to four full colour 

plates, drawn by such artists as: A. E. Bestall, T. Laidler, 

Philip Hayward and E. V. Arnold. But my own favourite plate is by 

Ben Hutchinson, and appears in the 1929 SGO Annual. Quite simply 

it features a circus passing a girls' school. The girls on the school 

wall sit gazing at the circus girl, astride a pony, at the head of 

the parade. The circus girl is seen to be gazing at the schoolgirls. 

The caption reads: "Mu tual Envy~". Lovely . 

Attractive as these plates are, perhaps we chould reme mber 

that without Morcove these annual s wouldn't be around for us to 

collect. So thank you Horace Philips, Leonard Shields . .. and 

Tommy Keen for making the introduction. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE: £5 each or exchange for Magnet Baker volumes: Grey -

friars Holiday Annuals 1976; 1981; 1982; 1983. URGENTLY WANTED: 

Sexton Blake Catalogue. 
JARVIS , 204 Lewis Trust, Warner Rd., London , S.E . 5 9LY. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
"COMIC CUTS" - Denis Gifford's Magazine for Comic and Story-

paper collectors . Seventh year starting, subscription still £5 ~ 

80 Silverdale, Sydenham, S . E. 2 6. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: S . B. L. 2nd series 3, 53, 57 , 76 , 101 , 143, 151, 201, 

214, 221, 266, 281, 433, 737, plus good rep lacements. Also -

Dick Turpins, Claude Duvalls, Spring Hee led Jacks, etc. 

H. A. OWEN, 29 Narcissus Road, London, N.W . 5, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

AU REVOIR. We hope you have enjoyed the 450th issue of S,P,C . D. 

Edited by Eric Fayne , Excelsio r House , ! 13 Crookham Rd. , Crookham, Nr. Aldershot, Hants. 
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