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Special Off er of GREEN GEMS & RED MAGNETS (fair or 
minus covers): 50 for £50: my selection. Many hundreds. 
Better condition and with covers would se ll at £4 to £5 each 
at least. Some of these also available at £4 each. 

SECOND-HAND BAKER FACSIMILES: to reduce stocks. Fine 
condition but my selection: 6 for £20 plus postage. Out-of­
prints at various prices . Full stock of New Facsimiles and 
Book Clubs. 

Good selection of over 10,000 hardbacks. Annuals including 
GHAs, Chums, BOAs, Young England, and many others. 

Prairie Library ex-file copies 1 - 57; Buffalo Bill and Nelson 
Lee . In 3 volumes and 2 singles £60 the lot. 1919/20. 

The Sport Library ex-file copy (Jan.- June 1913) fine condition: 
offers. 
Bound vols. Lees: all series except 3rd. Half-years. Bound 
vols. Gem and Magnet and thousands of sing le issues including 
the early ones. 

POPULARS thousands but not bound: £1.50 each. NEWNES 
BLACK BESS LIBRARY from No. 1: £1.25 each . 

Over 100,000 boys' papers and comics in stock. 
YOU NAME IT! 

Visitors most welcome, but please ring first! If you can't 
make a visit, a good prompt postal service is available. 
You pay on receipt of goods. Your lists of wants please. 

NORMAN SH AW 

84 Belvedere Road, Upper Norwood 
London S.E.19 2HZ 

Nearest station: Crystal Pa lace BR 
Telephone O 1-771-9857 
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ELEMENTARY, MY DEAR WATSON! 

At the present time , for the general interest of C.D. readers, 
we are presenting a few chapt ers from the very f irst Hurree Singh 
story eve r written, a story dating from 80 years ago. The Nabob 
was the very first Greyfriars character create d, though his first 
appea r ance was made at Netherb y and not at Greyfriars . I read 
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tionatel y tagged the nicknam e of Inky on to Hurr ee Singh. This 
was not so. The nicknam e originated with Knowles of Netherby. 

A year or two later Hurree Sing h t urn ed up at Greyfriars, 
wi th the same rega l titles , t he same quaint English . Along with 
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the sim ilarity of styl e, it must have been obvious to an ear ly gener ­

atio n that Char les Hamilton, who cr eated Hurre e Singh , and Frank 

Richards who wrote the Greyfriars stories, were one and the same 

person. 
In the same way, the earl y St . Jim's stories were cre di ted 

to Char les Hamilton, ye t when St . Jim's ar r ived in the Gem with 

the same charac ters, the st ories were cre dited to Martin Clifford. 

Onc e again, i t must have been obv iou s to th at generati on, i f they 

thought aboul t he matter - and most o f them did - that Charles 

Hamil ton and Martin C l ifford were one and the same person. 

That generation co uld not hav e needed a Sherlock Holm es 

to po int out to them, that i f fra nk Richards and Charles Hamilton 

were one and the same, and if Martin Cliffo rd and Charle s Ham i lton 

wer e one and the same person, then frank Ri chards and Martin 

C lif ford and C harles Hamilton were all one and the same person 

- wh ich meant that, fo r the di scerning, the Magnet and Gem were 

co ming from the same amaz ing writer . 
At Netherby th e two leading chums were Owen Redfern and 

Lawr ence. Early in Gem days, after Nethe rby had bitt en t he dust , 

three new leading characters arrive d at St . Jim's - Redfern, Owen, 

and L awrence, the "new firm " at St. Jim 's. So Hamilton took the 

name s of two leading char acte rs at Netherby and re -in troduced 

them as thr ee new cha racter s at St . Jim 's. Hamilton' s penchant 

for duplicat ing names was quite extraordina ry as well as endearing . 

I have ment ioned before how, as a yo ungster, I acquir ed a 

number of old P luck s conta in ing St . Jim 's stories c redited to Charles 

Hamil ton, at a second-hand bookstall in Gravesend market. I wrote 

to the Gem ed it or and asked him whether Charles Hamil ton , who 

wrote the Plu ck st or ies was really Martin Cliff or d who wrote the 

Gem sto rie s. The ed ito r replied ''Your assumpti on is quite co rr ect ''. 

SWEET IS THE USE OF ADVERTISEMENT? 

There is a move afoo t to aboli sh the TV li ce nce fee and to 

repla ce it as a source o f revenu e for the B.B.C. by advertising . 

r don't watch a great deal of TV myself. I pick and choose 

just what appea ls to me. But as a compa rat ively sma ll TV watcher 

I still feei that tbe iice nce is very good vaiue for money. Not 

a lot over £ 1 per week for continuou s daily enter ta inment, if one 

want s it . Personal ly, I should hate to see advertisement s on the 

B.B. C. 
Yesterday was carn ival day in the little town near my home . 
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ln the town, somebody was selling blown-up balloons. When I came 
to catch my bus, a woman with a small boy was also waiting. 
The small boy was holding one of these balloons. 

"How much do they charg e for those balloons?" I enquired 
of the proud moth er. She shrugged her shoulders and said, a little 
ruefully: "£ I each ". 

I was staggered, even though am acquainted all too well with 
today 's pri ces. It made the £ I odd a week for TV seem small . 

THE EDITOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

AUGUST 1936 
An aston ishin g thing has happened. My Dad has bought a 

second-hand car. It is a Hillman Minx, one year old exactly, and 
it has co,st him £80. l feel very proud indeed. My Dad had to 
take t he new Driving Test, and Mr . Barty, of Crooner Motors, who 
sold him the car , taught him to drive. My Dad told Mr. Barty 
that he would only buy th e car if he passed the test. But my 
Dad passed the test all right after only two or three lessons on 
the roads. 

Dad says he will oniy use th e best petrol in our car - it costs 
1/6 a gallon - as cheaper grades at l/3 would be bad for the engine. 
So at schoo l I speak quit e proudly about "our car''. 

The mon t h' s first Captain Justice stor y in Modern Boy has 
been "Pr isoner of the Swamp''. Midge, who has set out to rescue 
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the gallant Capta in, has come unexpectedly on the place where 

Justic e is held prisoner. Th en came "Ghost in the Sky". In his 

hour of defeat, the enemy of Captain Justice proves himself a 

very good loser . That was the last sto ry in what has been a very 

long and very good Captain Justi ce series . 
Then, after a gap of a week or tw o, Captain Justi ce is back 

in a new series. The first story of the new lot is "The Hunt ed 

Millionaire". The millionaire fears for his life, and he flees for 

prote ction to Captain Just ice. 
The new Biggies serial is "Biggies in Africa" . I am reading 

it, but I am not really a Biggie s fan. 
Also in Modern Boy the re is a new seri es by John l-ludleston 

about Thunderbolt, th e great wi Id horse of the Blue Mountains, 

and Larry Doane, th e champion cowboy ca t che r of wild horses. 

It is a novel ser ies. Another series is "Nick of the Newsreels" 

which is unusual, being about t he advent ures of newsreel camera men. 

The great Fren ch aviator, Lou is Bleriot, has died th is month. 

He was the fir st man to fly across the English Channel from Dover 

to Calais. 
A lovel y month in the Li braries . There is a Pierr e Quiroule 

novel in the Sexton Blake Library entitled "Th e £100,000 Insurance 

Swindle", and it is one of the finest Sexto n Blake stories I have 

ever read. It doesn't featu r e Grant and Julie, but Bertrand Charon 

plays a big part in the plot. He is from the French Crime Bureau. 

For some re ason they have changed his name to Bertram in th is 

tale, but goodness knows why. He was always Betrand, and it 

certainly sounds more French . There is a lovely eerie chapter in 

which Tinker goes down in a li ft , and it doesn't stop. It continues 

goi ng down and down and th e temperature gets hotter and hotter. 

There is a logical explanation, but whenever I go in a lift in future 

I shall think of Tinker in the ever - descending lift . 
Another S.B.L. I had this month is "Th e Man with the Glaring 

Eyes" by Allan Blair. I t is set mainly in Wales, and it is prett y 

good, though not a pat ch on the Quiroule sto ry. 
T had two Boys' Friend Libraries. One is "Jack, Sam and 

Pete in Africa " by Clarke Hook. It must be a very old story for 

there have been no new jack, Sam, and Pete taies for years , i 
think . The other B.f.L . is "Chum s of the Bomba y Castle " which 

Doug says once ran as a serial in the old Boys' friend weekly. 
In the Schoolboys' Own Librar y the China series continue s 

with "The Mandarin's Vengeance" and it is absolutely greal. Harr y 
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Wharton & Co. are nearing China, but the Mandarin Tang Wang 
and the Red Dragon Tong mena ce them at every turn. 

The St . Jim's S.0.L. is "Camp and Caravan" about the St. 
J !m's chums touring with a motor caravan, but it is not by the 
real Mart.in Clifford and is a bit of a waste of fourpence. 

A trul y marvellou s mont h in the toca,J cinemas with some 
really outstanding films t o see. The month started off with an 
excellent musical "King of Burle sque" starring Warner Baxter, Alice 
Faye , and Jack Oakie - a backstage story of the type I always 
lik e. 

Then a really magnifi cent British film "Things to Come". 
Based on the book by H. G. Wells, it lasts for two hours and is 
not a m.inu te too long. It looks into the future and concerns a 
war in 1940 whi ch is followed by plague, strikes, rebellions, and 
the wor ld becom es a truly awful place to live in. It i ncludes a 
trip to the moon in a space rock et. It has a wonderful cast headed 
by Raymond Massey. Magnific ent spectacle - and it's British. 
But it makes me nervous of 50 yea rs time . Goodness knows what 
life will be like in 1986 if I' m still around . 

Ruth Chatterton (one of my favourites) was in "Lady of 
Secrets", and Tom Walls, Ralph Ly nn, and Robertson Hare were 
in a .light British comedy "Pot Luck". 

Douglas Fairbanks Junr and Elissa Land i were in ''The Amateur 
Gentleman", set in Regency times, when an innkeeper's son poses 
as a boxer in a travelling fair to clear his father's name of theft. 
Fred Ma cmurray and Joan Bennett wer e in "Thirteen Hours by 
Air", and Shirley Temple was in a coy little picture "Girl in Pawn". 

1 didn' t like Laurel and Hardy in their full-length film "The 
Bohemian Girl". The co mjc stuff was slow and the singing was 
awful. A fairly good little British musical was "Soft Lights and 
Sweet Mu:sic'' starring Ambrose and his band. 

Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers were tip-top in "Follow the 
Fleet" about two sai lor s on shore lea ve who meet up with two girl 
singers and there is a romance. It's a bit slow to start with, but 
there are some good songs. Also with this one there was a Laurel 
and Hard y tw o-reeler "Thicker than Water" , and the prize pair are 
right back on form, 

One night Doug and J went ro Holborn Empire and it was 
a Lovely bill including Freddie Forbes and Angela Barrie, Charlie 
Kunz at the piano, and G.S. Melvin who came on dressed as a girl 
guide and sang ''I 'm happy when I'm hiking". 
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Going back to the Laurel and Hardy film "The Bohemi.an Girl". 
Thelma Todd also appeared in this one, and it has proved to be 
her last film . She was recently found dead in her car with the 
eng ine running, and she had died from the poisonous fumes. There 
is a suspicion that she was murdered by gangs ters, and the American 
police are still conducting their enqu irie s into the case . 

The Gem has been notable this month for some exceptionally 
fin e stories . first of the month is "The Shanghaied Schoolboys" . 
Tom Merry & Co. go for a day at the seas ide where they are 
shang ha ied and taken away to work on a tramp steamer, the 
Ramchunder. Next came "St. Jim's on Strike". Herries' bulldog, 
Towser, chases the Head across the quad, and the Head is so cross 
that he bans all pets . And the boys go on strike. 

Next came "The Trait or" . The St. Jim's cricket First Eleven 
is due to play an Australian tour ing side, the Wallabies . Cutts 
gets a place in the St . Jim's team - and gambles on the result 
of the game. Next, a great school drama, "The Black Sheep's Dupe". 
Cutts is due to pay his gambling losses, and he makes friends with 
Digby in orde r to use Dig as his dupe. Cutt s pretends to be writing 
a play, and he gets Digby to copy the script of the play in which 
th ere is a let ter from a boy con fes sing to owing £75 on a ga mbl ing 
bid. Finally "The Co ming of the Toff". Talbot arrives at St. Jim 's. 
He is a cracksman, and he is recognised by Joe Frayne from his 
old days among criminals in Angel Alley. 

The early Magnet stori es are still also running in the Gem, 
and it is a mighty fine paper all round, 

Mum gave me the money, as it was Doug's birthday, and I 
bought him the latest William book, just out. It is entit led "Sweet 
William", and I have enjoyed it very much. I think it has the finest 
William stories for some time. 

Perhaps the funniest is the opening story "William and the 
Wonderful Present" . William's brother Robert buys a string of beads 
fot the birthday of Dahlia Macnamara, but somehow she gets Mrs. 
Bott's magnificent string of pearls by mistake . So, for a time, 
she thinks she has a wonderful present, and that Robert is a delight­
ful young man. 

Two other exceptiona iiy good sto ries in ''Sweet WHliam" aie 
"Uncle Charlie and the Outlaws" and "A Spot of Heroism" . 

ln the marvellous Magnet the series has co ntinu ed al I the 
month about Bunter running away from schoo l to join Muccolini ' s 
Circus. Signor Muccolini is a spy, and Bunter knows it, so Bunter 
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has a ho ld over the oil y sign or. 
Th e opening st ory of th e month is "Th e Haunted Cir cus" . 

Nobody in t:he circu s knows t hat Bunter is a ventril oqui st. 
N ex t com es "Th e Rasca l o f the R emov e" . "Purpl e Peter" 

w ill win th e big race prophe sies th e Crys ta l Gazer at th e circu s. 
A nd Hazel dene take s hi s word for it, without guessing that th e 
c rysta l ga zer is Bunte r in di sguise. Af t er th at cam e "Not Wanted 
at th e Cir cus". Nobody want s Bunt er in th e c ir cus, but nobody 
knows how to get rid of him. 

Th en the pl ot thi cke ns wit h "The Signor' s Secre t" . Spying 
is a dange rous game for Signo r Mucc olini. F in al o f the month is 
;;The Hero o f th e Circu s;\ Bun te r get s some cheap gior y jn thi s 
tal e, but Ferr ers Loc ke is now on th e scene so perhap s the end 
is in sight . But we have to wa it ti ll next month t o find out what 
happen s. 

I wond er whether Fr ank Ri chards took the name Muccolini 
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from that old scamp of a dictator Mussolini. 
The second tes t match with India was a draw. 

NOTES ON THIS MONTH'S "DANNY'S DIARY" 

s.o.L. No. 273 "The Mandarin's Vengeance" ccrnprised 3 rrore stories fran 
the Magnet's China series of late summer 1930. s . o.L. No. 274 "camp & Caravan" 
canprised 3 stories of the Gem's S-story holiday series of the surrmer of 192b . 
It was a .sub series, and one of the mysteries of l ife is why any sub stor ie s 
at all were chosen for reprinting in the S.O.L. 

The Pierre Quiroule story "The El00 ,00 0 Insurance Swindle" had been ent it led 
"The Black Li.nousine, or The Case of the £100 ,00 0 Policy " in the Sexton Blake 
Library of the Spring of 1926. 

The 19.3t> Gem story "The Shangha ied Schoolboys" had appeared under the same 
title early in 1.914. The 1936 story •ist . J'i.rn' s on Strike" had been "The Stri ke 
at St . Ji.m's" in the early sumier of 1913 . The 1936 story ''The Traitor" had 
been "Playing to Win'' about the same period in 1913. 

"The Black Sheep's Dupe" had been '"l'he Black Sheep" in the a uturrn of 1913 . 
An exceptionally good story, this one of CUtts pretending to befriend Digby 
in order to get !him to write a letter. Hamilton used the same theme, many years 
on in the Magnet, but I forget the t itle of the Magnet or when it appeared . 
Anyone remember? 

"The Caning of the Toff" had been "The Toff" in the Spring of 1914. For 
many , the Toff becarre their favouri te character and a turning po;int for the 
better in the Gem. For sorre, including myself, it was s ad tha t the '.'off was 
to be so heavily overplayed. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Read all about Frank Minnitt (Billy Bunter ' s artist) and see a rare 
previously unpublished letter from Charles Hamilton in the lat est 
40 page issue of GOLDEN FUN (No. 16), the nation's leading maga­
zine about British comics and story papers! £2.65 plus 34p post. 
Write (or telephone 0892- 23095) for news of other exciting GOLDEN 
FUN publications: Alan and Laurel Clark ., 24 Aru ndel Road, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent., TN 1 1TB. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
••.a,... .. ,.-,..-r" , _,., A .. r ,-.r.~ ..... .. L. •. .;1....1 ··- ,-.r.ll ..... -t-ir.n \ T....,. ... :-,.~ r-.11mhol"'C' h .o r u,cu:::.in 
!Vl/-\ \J (''ljC.1.'.:) VV/-\. J'I 1 LLJ LV U l,H JU UJJ \,\ Jll vv ll\JII, v CIIIVU" 11u111vv ,., vv< nvv" 

l and 1683. But must be in imm aculate conditi on. Not guillotined 
or sellotaped, torn or dirty. 
FR . G. GOOD, THORNES VICARAG E, WAKEFIELD, WEST 
YORKSH IRE, WF2 8DW. Tel ephone WAKEFIELD 374009. 
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ALWAYS T HE BRIDESMAID - BUT NEVER THE BRJDE? 
by W.O.G. Lofts 

Part 3 
Apart from writing about Ne lson Lee , 'Maxwell Scott' had 

also created ot her detectLves such as Ke nyon Ford, Vernon Read, 
and Martin Da le - some for riva l publishers. He also was one of 
the s~xton Blake writers , penning stor ies as it were that were i n 
a sen::;e a rival to his own creatlon! In J 896 however, he had some 
serious disag r eement with the editor of 'Pl uck' and so moved over 
to the fiirm of Pearsons for a while . Nelso n Lee was of co urse 
dropped from t he paper. Later on, he was ast onished to see in 
'Pluck' a story featuring Nelson Lee that was not from his pen! 
So he promptly wrote di rect to the top - A l fred Har mswo r th -
pointing out that the character was his ow n creation , and received 
a prom pt apology from the great man. 

Later on this inc ident probab ly had a great beari ng on whom 
was top dete ct ive at fleetway House, and concerns a man who 
was responsib le for the building up of Lee 's greates t r iva l, 

William H. Back had started as an office boy on the early 
Harm swonh boys' papers includin g 'Un ion Jack' . By 1900 he was 
edit or of lh at paper. A very striking and astute looki ng man he 
had we l l chi sel led features, with very keen sharp grey eyes. fn 
rnm s he cou ld have been type cast as a detective - whilst H.W. 
Twyman 21 later Union Jack edit or to ld me that he was so clever 
at cr ime deduction, that he would have been a great asset at Scot­
land Yard. . 1n fact Char les Hamilton in the early days of his school 
stories met him in the corridoor al fleenvay House, and was so 
struck by hi s ideal det ec tiv e looking appea rance, that he based 
Ferrer s Locke his own creation on him . 
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In 1904 William Back decid ed that it would be a good idea 
and policy to feature a regular detective eac h week, and so chose 
Sexton Bl ake . Nelson Lee had also come in lo co nsidera.tion, but 
taking into account that Lee was not th eir copyr ight - whilst Sexton 
Blake was . Plus t hat they woul d have dozens of writers at th eir 
disposal to vary his tales and adventures . Perhaps one should explain 
here that Harr y Blyth had solct hi s fir st Sexto n Blake story to inc lude 
the co pyrig ht of the char acter - whilst Maxwefl Scot t had not sold 
th e copyright of Nelson Lee . Sext on Bl ake then had a regul ar paper 
w i th storjes weekly, writt en in time by better and better wri ters 
includ ing Michael Storm and the bri lli ant G.H. Tee d who were on 
a par with 'M axwel l Scott's expert ise. 

SEXTON BLAKE WINS 
Jack Adrian writes: Y our reader s -- and not only Sexton Blake 
enthu sia sts, here and abro ad -- ma y be int erested to know that 
I've edited a Blake antholo gy, which will be publi shed by Dent in 
the Fa ll. Entit le d Sexton Blak e Wins i t contai ns six long stories 
(thr ee from the Union Jack , thre e from the Detective Week ly) plus 
two shorts culled from the Bl ake An nuals. lt also con ta ins the 
famous Pierre Quiroule sto ry "Sex t on Blak e Solves It", which was 
only ever publ ished in th e Evening Sta ndard in 1936, under the 
aegis of Doroth y L. Sayers. Oth er auth ors represented are G.H. 
Teed, Gwyn Evans, Anthon y Skene, Donald St uart, Robert Murray, 
Rex Hardinge, John Hunt er and Antho ny Parsons. Tt will be published 
in Dent ' s 'Cl assic Crime' paperba ck series at aro und a fiver, whi ch 
doesn't seem too bad to me, co nsider ing it'll be a pretty hefty 
tome: 460 pages in a l l. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
F OR D ISPOSAL: 17 4 copies of "C. D. ". Wi II accept reasonabl e low 
offe r plus postal cost . 
ROBYNS, "T REWELLA RD", 14 SPRINGFI ELD CLOSE , PHIL LACK, 
HA YLE, CORNW A LL, TR27 5A W. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * • * * * * * * * * * 
SEXTON BLAK E LIBR ARY books required . Ver y best pric es for 
1st/2nd ser ie s in good co ndit ion. 
TE RRY BEENl-;lAM, 20 LONGSHOTS CLOSE, BROOMFLE LD, 
CHELMSFORD ~ ESSEX, CMI SOX. 
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RECOLLECTIONS AND COMPARISONS by Jim Cook 

What a blessed gift is memory . Life would be very dull with­
out it; good times, hard times, all contri bute to create that pensive 
mood we are al I subjec t to. And r think thos e Christmas adven­
tures of the juniors of St . Frank ' s will always highlight our 
reminiscences as we ponder the passing years.. . sometimes with 
regr er , sometimes with pleasur e. 

I now liv e in that part of the world where compared with 
the season at St. Frank's the climate is to psy turvy. Mental images 
of the juniors getting ready to depart for Tregellis Castle and the 
thick snow promises pl ent y of ska ting... of the telegram arriving 
as the boys are on the poin t of leaving St. Frank 's for Cornwall 
and the co nsternation on their faces at the news scarlet fever had 
broken out among th e staff cancelllng the invitation... of the Duk e 
o f Somerron 1s instant solicitous desire to help and invite them all 
to Somerton Abbey, one of England's oldest piles, an enor mous plac e 
- a gr eat , turreted castle with surrounding parks and estates and 
a permanent staff numbering hundreds. 

This great mansion could quite easily absorb and accept another 
twelve juniors besides th e many guests already invited . 

And don ' t forger, ther e is a Somerton! Authors of fiction 
are usual ly ver y ca ref ul of nam es and places for lib el laws have 
no favouri 1ces. 

But we have to picture Somerton Abbey as the iimousine 
deposits t he schoolboys upon the wide terrace which fronted the 
magnificent building. With windows ablaze with light and the joyous 
welcome •.• thi s is the rea l Yuletide setting . 

Of course, t here is a ghost. No Christmas sto ry isn't worth 



Page 14 

recording otherwise . But that 's only inc idental . It' s th e beautiful 

atmo sphere th a t is cr eated that linge rs for man y years a ft erward s. 

Troubles and st r ess tak e no part during these holida y times, and 

the y are pushed in to limbo. 
If one' s ci rcumst ances doesn ' t allow to mat ch the food always 

associate d with Chr istmas, perhaps one ca n share the benison of 

missing the after effects. 
Yet who can forget Di cke ns' Ch r istmassy scenes and th e 

impoverished and hung ry childr en; of the lit tl e MATCH GIRL who 

had to sell her matches for a cr uel father; but there was the com ­

pari son... one ex trem e fr om another; t ab les burden ed with food 

tha t only Chri stmas can pro vide; the fr oze n lakes surround ed with 

colou red light s and skaters gliding in all dir ec ti ons ... 

And so we read and transported ourselves to tho se havens 

o f ecstacy whil e the words drift ed away till the next story ca me. 

Reali t y took over, and our world return ed al l too quickl y. 

Somerton Abbey and all the ancest ral homes th at featured in th e 

st ories about St . Frank' s will never fade. Only humans fade alt hough 

en passant those Yul eti de adventures make us feel qui te youthful 

again . 
I once v isited Somerton . Somerton Abbey was there for only 

my eyes . But I could easil y pi c t ure that Chri st mas sce ne when 

the junio rs were there; the snow-fil led roads, the fea st and the 

gaiety. Happine ss doesn't necessa ril y have to be pur chased; you 

ca n read it . 

ANOTH ER GOLD EN OLDI E by G.11. Chur chill 

Continui ng th e theme o f my article in September C.D. re 

"N ip per 's Note Book" ser ies in the Lees of I 9 17, r would like to 

call attention to the second story o f that series - No. 97 "The Man or 

Hou se Mys t ery" dated 14/4/ 17. l f one want s a good baffling myster y 

with plenty of thrill s - well here we are ! 
T he story opens in Bristol (in a heat wave) and Lee and Nip per , 

having just solved a local mystery over the past few days , were 

si tting on the balcony of t heir hole! whi l ing away th e time unt il 

thei r train left for Londo n. I t was earl y aftern oon. 

Suddenly a waiter approached and info rm ed Lee that a Mr. 

Howard Freem an wished to speak co him for a short t im e. Lee, 

being in no hu rry, agreed LO see him . Mr. Fre eman told a srange 

tale . About a fortnight earlier his fath er, a widower , was found 

dead about halfw ay along the driv e from the road to the ir mansion, 
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Thir tl e Manor House. It was found that he had died of poison appar­
ent ly caused by a small wound in his wrist. .. Young Howard was 
adamant that his father had not co mmitted sui c ide as he himse l f 
had, Lhe previou s evening to coming to see Nelson Lee, been chased 
by a mysterious " t hing" while coming up the Jong dark dr ive to 
the house. As this problem seemed attractive Lee agreed to go 
to the Manor House at once and investigate. 

That evening Freem an' s sister was passing up the drive in 
a trap driv en by an employee named Bat es when the horse was 
frightened by a dark shape wh ich attacked it and he was thrown 
to the ground . Miss Freeman dashed for the house to raise the 
alarm. When Lee and Nipper searc hed th e drive they fo und Bates 
unconscious, suffering from a bite. Lee declared he had been 
poison ed. 

The sto ry goes on from here wi th some hair-rai sing events 
such as a large snake prowling about and Lee and Nipper also 
attacked by a strange shape. Let Nipper' words give you something 
to think about - " Even as th e bright beam of l ight shot out fro m 
my torch , a harsh t errifying snarl went up into the air . I just 
ca ught a vision o f someth ing covered with fur - somet hing whjch 
it was impossib le to recognise. And i t was grey - a dirty , ghastly 
grey . 

Then the torch was torn from my hand and everything was 
dark . r felt my heart leap tremendously, but l had the presence 
of mind to lun ge out. It was the in stinct of self- preservations, 
J suppose. My fi nger s enco unt ered some rough fur - and it was 
sto ne co ld! This; alo ne, made me shudder. Co ld! I clutched some 
of the fur, and I felt it tear in my grasp. Then I pe lt ed away!!" 

I wiill not tell yo u any mor e in case t his has whett ed your 
appetite for more and you may like to borrow the tale from the 
Nelson Lee Library run by Bill Bradford . Don' t forget . No. 97 
old sma ll series . I urge you to do so if you have not th e ite m 
i n your own collection . I t is certa inl y worth reading, but not on 
a dark eveni ng with the window open beside you!! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED TO PUR CHASE: Skilton/Cassel l Bunter Hardback s and 
Howard-Baker Magnet Volumes, odd ite ms or suitable co ll ection. 
Also Will iam Books and Gir ls Stories by E.M . Brent-Dyer and Elsif:' 
Oxenham. Conta c t: COLIN CREWE, 12b WESTWOOD ROAD, 
CANVEY ISLAND, ESSEX. Telephone: 0268 693735. 
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THE THREE FISHERS by Edward Baldoc k 

The inimitable and worth y Dr . Johnson has stat ed (according 

to Boswell) that : 'There is nothing whic h has yet been contriv ed 

by man, by whic h so much happiness is produced as by a good tavern 

or inn ' . I t will be observed th al th e good Doctor emphasises th e 

te r m 'good'. He would, no doubt , be th e first t o ac knowl edge ' 

the existenc e in his own day - as is the ca se in these latt er time s 

that there are. taverns - and tav erns, good and indiff erent, middling 

and rather disreputa ble, and downright dens of i niquit y . It is in to 

th is last cat egory I feel we may saf ely consign that seedy host elr y 

designated 'The Three F ishers' hidden among th e tree s on th e bank s 

of th e River Sark near Friardale in Kent . 
As a house of refre shment and ent ertainm ent i t must be said 

t hat the 'Three Fi shers ' in its larg e neglect ed garden by th e river 

Sark leave s much to be desir ed. A general and all - pervading air 

of di lapidati on is all too prevalen t ; a run -down and less t han welcom e 

appearance greet s the vi ew of any vi sitor unfortun at e enough t o 

wander in to its preci ncts . On warm day s, t he fr ench doors, looking 

out on to th e wi ldern ess of ta ngl ed under growth co mpri sing th e 

garden, will be open, not so much to give ingre ss t o th e fre sh 

breezes from the river as to allow th e fumes of cheap c igar smoke, 

beer and spirits - among o ther unple asant odours - to escape. A 

peeling sig n, sadl y in need o f renovati on and depic tin g thre e hunched 

fig ures angling fr om t he banks o f th e riv er, pro claim th e name 

of th e house. Creaking dism all y in th e wind, it ce rtainl y does 

not inspi re confid ence as t o Lhe possibl e co m fo rt s and ameni ti es 

- if any - within . Thi s is th e headquarter s and 'm ain offi ce ' of 

one Joseph Banks who, it may be said, fit s to a nic ety the general 

ai r of frow zi ness perm eating the surr oundin gs. Joseph is, so he 

describes him self, a turf acc ount ant, with a mar ked tend ency t owards 

flash i ness of dress and adornm ent . Mu ch in eviden ce are cheap 

wat ch chain s, larg e ring s and horseshoe ti epins. He pr esent s on 

the whole a less than allurin g spec t ac le, being usual ly unwashed 

and in need of the attention s of o razor about his jowl s, and ex udin g 

an oiJy and insinuating ext erior. 
Shake speare has said in Henry IV part I : 'Shall tak e min e 

ease in min e i nn but I shall have my poc ket pi cked'. It is possibl e 

t hat such a blatant out rage would not be comm i tted at th e 'Three 

Fishers ' - at least not with such crudit y . everthel ess Joey Banks 

and his seedy associate s are cert ainl y not above extr acting curren cy 
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of the rea lm from yo ung 'bounders' from the school by other almost 

as disag reeable tacti cs, e.g. wagers on billiard game s, ca rds and 

'backing the illusiv e winner ' whi ch seems always to have the unhappy 

prospensHy of fa ili ng to justif y expectations . 
The billiards room, a larg e low-ceilinged apar tm ent co ntaining, 

in addition to a full- sized bi l liard table over which hang four heavil y 

shaded lamp s illumin ating brillianll y the green baize of the table 

beneath a rack of cues, a score-boa rd, a few chairs and a half dozen 

fram ed sporting p,int s adornin g the wall s complete th e furni shings. 

fn n dim corner ~he light glint s upon various co loured bottles behind 

a small bar whenc e one may obtain refre shment of an alcoholic 

natur e. This is the soc ial centr e of th e 'Three Fishers' - compl eLely 

and utterl y 'out- of-b ounds ' to all Gr ey friar s fellow s. Here Joey 

is most lik e ly to be found, except on race days at Wapshot and 

other nearby courses. Here he will while away the time usuall y 

in hi s shirt- sleeve s wiLh an evil- smelling c igar belching smoke fr om 

bis mouth, knock ing the pill s around (in 'Th ree fi shers' j argon), 

and waiting for whom soever moy chance to wander into thi s doubtful 

' paradi se'. 
In th•.! backgr ound ther e is a pot-man and a bar-man who 

comprise Lhe perm anent staff . The dis t inction betw een the two 

is vague but doubt less both have th eir tim e- honour ed function s. 

Suffi ce to say both are heavy- jowl ed, distin ctively beery in count­

enance and horsy-l ooking individuals; bot h exude a general air of 

seedine ss, and both carry a distres sing odour o f stale bar-room and 

even sealer tob acc o. 
And yet the 'Thr ee Fish ers' is without doubt a temple of sort s 

- even Dr. Locke th e rev ered Headm aster of Gre y fri ars, st eeped 

in the classics him self, would hardl y deny the supposi tion . For 

here is wor shipped with all due solemnity and regularit y th e great 

but eff e min ate god Dionysu s, or as he is more widely known , 

Bac chus, by th e clin et ele; whil e Madame Ni co tin e is ce rtainl y not 

with out her devotees . Small wonder that thi s unsavoury retreat 

is stri c t 'tabu' to th e nearb y Greyfriars f elJows. There is reco rded, 

however,, many escapades and narrow escapes interwov en throu ghout 

th e story of the o!d school. Herbert Vernon Smith: among oth ers~ 

bein g ext rem ely cogni sant of th e top ograph y of the house and its 

more likel y rout es of 'getting cle ar' in emergen c ies. 
To the imag i nary lounger in th e garden on a warm aftern oon, 

the cheery sound of chatter and laught er from fellows passing along 

the towpath ju st a f ew yard s away, and the shout s of ot her c haps 
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d i sport in g thems elves in various river c r aft, would appe ar plea sant 
indeed. It is odd to think and observ e such jo ll y and wholesome 
act1v 1t1es rubbing shoulder s with a wor ld so diam etri ca l ly oppos i t e 
- the dece nt and th e despicabl e running side by side. A s Mr . Pr out 
would probabl y say with a pr eponderan ce of verbosi ty , plu s an 
unusual flash of per cep t ion, 'It is al l par t of the st r angely in terwov en 
t apestr y of lif e n,y dear sir '. 

Y et, whil e we in our inmo st heart s realise th at wi t hout th is 
'd en of i II reput e ' we should have bBen denied many t hrillin g and 
exc it ing epi sode s in th e past. NO orchid s t o add t o your wre ath 
o f vine leav es 'T hr ee Fishers ' - but, remai n w ith us - ad fin em. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
REVIEW 

GREYFR lAR S VERS US HlGH CLJFFE Frank Ri chard s 
(Ho ward Baker Speci a l: £18 ) 

In those f ar dis ta n t days , very ear l y in th e year 1914 , the a utho r - and 
t he edi t or a nd the pub li she r s of the Ma9ne t - could ne ve r have dreamed th at 
s ome se ven ty ye ars l ater th eir work woul d appear in th e luxurious s ur roun dings 
an d tra ppi ngs of these s uperb 1-low,;rrd Baker "spe c i a ls''. Wha t a pi t y tha t none 
of them are aroun d to s avour it all . 

Thi s lat est volume compr i ses t he firs t six Magnets of t he yea.r: 19 14, when 
wee kl y pape rs wer e at a s ta ge of qual i ty which t hey were de stin ed nev er quite 
to see agai n . 

Per ha ps the most outstanding stor y in the vol ume is "Tr oub l e wit h High -
c lif fe " . It mainly conc en1 s the rivalry be t ween t he two school s, with Mr . Mobbs, 
th e irascible Highcli f fe master , being on the rece i ving eno of a snowball whi ch 
con ta ins a st one . It wor ks up in a splend i d cr es cendo, and there is exce ll ent 
cha r ac t er wor k as the tempe r aments of masters cl a sh . 

"Ructions in the Remove'' has Herr Gans , the German master who was late r 
to disappear fr om the s t or ies , in a starrin g comedy r ole . "Hel d up " is a 
th r ille r ty pe , fami l iar in the red Magnet , wi th an outside gang ra idi ng the 
sch oo l '"The Right Sort " i n troduces a new boy named Algy Darrell , who seems a 
tho r oug hly dec en t fe llo w t ill , i ntr i gu i ngl y , we disco ver that he has a secr et 
and t ha t he is paying Bunt er "hush noney ". 

"Bun t er ' s Black Churn" ce ntres l argely on a famo us bl ack footbal l er who plays 
f or a l ocal team . Fo r some reaso n the dar k gentleman appears to be a close 
f:i·i end o·f Bl1nter ! s . i\'hen the Grerfri ar I s fi rst Ele ven is short cf a pla y'@r, 
Bunte r ' s bla c k churn: is r emel!lbered , and there are fas c inating developne nts . 

The final story i n th e vol ume, '"I'he Factory Rebels ' is a sub story , but 
it has its i nt er estin g rooment s and it is certainly worth inc lu s i on to keep the 
seque nce complete . 

Sorre l ucscious s t bries fran th e ol d da ys , and really lu xur y binding to 
give t hem a fi t t ing setting . What ttor e co uld one as k f or? 

.. 
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A Splendid School Tale . 
By CHAS. HAMIL TON. 

,•, .. . 

(her e is the Seco nd Chapter of the ver y 
first Hurree Singh sto ry ever written, 

80 years ago) 

Hurree Singh ' s arriva l at 
Netherby ca used quite a flut t er i n 
t he Thi rd Form whi ch he ho noured 
with his presence . in sp i te of 
K:nowle s ' s scepticism on the !J()int, 
he was , in r ea l ity , a nabob i n his 
own country , and princes , even dusky 
ones , wer e not corrmon in t he Thi r d 
Fo rm at Net heir by . 

Ana t he new boy was decidedly 
a character . His extreme p:,l ite ne s s 
was on l y equalled by th e pe culia r i t y 
of his English , and , his knowle dge 
o f t hat la nguage wa s fe arful and 
wonderful . 

Hi s education i n India had l eft 
a good deal to be d e sired , but he 
wa~ blj s sfu1 ly uncon sc i ous of the 
fact , and so it did not trouble him . 

But his nature was so kind an d so 
oblig ing tha t the ooy s could hardly 
he lp liking h im, though his extreme 
s irnplic:i ty led many o f them to pla y 
practica l j okes up:,n him . 

The r e was pro bab l y on l y one 
boy in the fonn who disliked him 
and that was Knowles , who never for ­
gave hi m for be in g the unintention ei l 
cau se of hi s downf a ll at the hand s 
of Owen Redfern . 

The coming of the Indian added 
co nsi derab ly t o the gai ety of t he 
Thi rd Form . The lllQSters did not 
know exa ctl y wha t to make of ntm. 
His Engl is h was the despai r o f Mr . 
Lumsden; but Mr . Lumsden ' s worries 
;1e r e as nothi ng to those of Her r:: 
Schwan , whose bus ine ss it was to 
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drive Gennan into the heads of the 
Nether by juniors, and who f o ur1d the 
task extreirely difficult io the case 
of Hurree Singh. 

Herr Schwan, a s a matter of 
fact , never ha d a very pleasan t time 
with the Third. They d id not like 
Gennan , and t hey did not like the 
Herr . He was a sharp-te mpered lit tle 
man , with a way of rapping knuc kl es 
with a pointer when he was irri tated . 

"Di s is te mos t stup id class 
as hefer was!" he excl ai med one morn ­
in g . Knowles h ad be en exasperat i ng 
him by some purpo se ly stupid ans wers, 
and had been sent t o the bot t om of 
the class . "Now you- vat is your 
name? ' ' He pointed to the youtli fu1 
nabob . 

"Yes Sir . Hurree 
Singh , sir ." 

"Mein gootness! 
know of She rman ?" 

Jamset 

Vat do 

"I have been earthed i n 

Ram 

you 

that 
beaut iful l an guage, 
Sin gh . "My t utor , 
nativ e gra duate of 

Sir" , said Hurree 
a distlnguis hed 
Bengal Uni ver -

sity ---- " 
"Vat does t e poy sa y? You have 

been vat !" 
"He means grounded , s ir ", 

ve ntu red Redfe m , smothe r ing a laugh . 
"Act1' You wil l tak e te se nte nce 

vi ch tat Knowles can not understand . 
I say to sa y, mein po y , tat sente nce . 
Haben si e hunge r? Vat is t e Engl ish 
of tat? " 

Hurree Si ngh cocked his bead 
tho ughtfull y. Herr Sch wan r apped 
hi s de sk with h is pointer . 

" Are you bun gry ? " h e exc laimed 
impa t ient l y. ''Do you understand? '' 

Hurree Sing h loo k ed s urpr is ed . 
"Yes , Sir; T. understand . No, 

t hank you, I am not hungry ." 
''Vat do you say?" 

"l am not hungry . " 
"Te poy i s a f ool!" 
"Pard on me, "Sir, T ha ve only 

answered your ques tion", sa i d Hurr ee 
Singh . "You as ked me if I were hungry 
and r replied that I was not . As 
a matter of fact , I made a very good 
b reak fast t his rtor-nin g . " 

The clas s were giggling, and 
the Rerr rapped hi s desk again. 

"liurr ee Sin gh , is tat stupidity 
or impe rti nen ce ta t you mean?" The 
nabo b looke d deep l y pa ined . 

"1 trust tha t you co uld never 
su spect me of being i.rnpert.i ne nt , 
Sir! " he ex cla imed . " I make it a 

most uni versal rule t o mai ntain decor ­
ousness of manne rs even with per $on ­
ag es of rrost unp leasan t tempers . " 

The Herr br eathed hard. He 
ga ve a long look at. th e dusky .face 
of t he nabob , but read only the m:,st 
comple te innocenc e t here , and pass ed 
on t o the nex t boy . 

l::lut He rr Schwan was a con sc ien ­
t ious little man, and pr esently he 
returned to the charge . He was look ­
ing a little d an gerous now, a nd tJ1e 
boys were very car eful , and the nabob 
was a t rifle nervo us as the C.et'll1c1Ul 

master ' s e ye si ngle d .him out ag ain . 
"Hurr ee Singh !" 
0 Yes , sir . 11 

"You have heard va t I have jus t 
said . " 

"Yes, sir . ·· 
"Den r epeat it ! " 

Hurree Singh wrink l ed his br ows . 
Das i st der -- der--" 
"Das ist der wig e Gesang ' " rapped 

out Herr Shwan . 
"Yes, sir . " 
"Well , te ll me vat t at. l in e 

mean , and nod kee p on saying ' Yes , 
sir , ' l ike vun i:arrot ! " 
Hurree Si ngh looked tsorr i ed . For 

• 



the life of him he couldn ' t co ns true 
t ha t line , bu t he did not dare to 
say so as the Her r was looking so 
bad-tempered . 

"Vell , are you dumb? " as ked 
Herr Schwan isarcas ·t ically . 

''1\lo, si: r." 
"Den Le.11 me vat I as k yoLJ." 
"Yes , sir ." 
" I vi ll gif you vt'l1 cha nce befo r e 

I use te p:JiJ1te r ." 
"Yes , sir ", grasped Hurree Singh . 

It was el that rroment that Knowles 
came t o the r e scue . He dropped a 
pe n, and st(XlJ?ElU to pick it up , and 
whi spe r ed t c, Hurree Singh as he did 
so, 

"Shall T tel l yo LJ?" 
Hurr ee Si ngh gave a ga sp of re li e f, 

"Oh, yei,, pl ease ?'' 
"It means ' get your ha i r cut "', 

said Knowles with perfect gi:avj t y . 
"Oh, th,~n'.I: yo u!" 

And Hurree 3ing h, never doubting , 
brightened up wonder fully , 

"Now, mei n {X)y", snapped Herr 
Schwan , "ViL L you t ell me? " 

"Yes , s.i.r . Get your hair cut . " 
For a rranent . t he class was as t ounded , 
and Her r Sch wan stood as if petr ified , 
The flerr was somewhat va i n of his 
hair , ... hich he wore longer tha n is 
customa.ry , ,md cur le d and s cented . 
I t was a c:omrn::in subject fo r jokes 
at Netherby , but no one had venLured 
to joke thH German master himself 
about Lt be fore . 

"Vat d i d you say . Hurr ee Singh? " 
"Get yc,ur hair cut , s i r ", sa i d 

the nabob che~erfully . 
The whole class burst i nto a roar . 
Hurree. Singh looked ro und him in 
amazement . He had not the faintest 
idea o f what the juniors were laughing 
at . The Ger man master made two 
strides t:o Hurree Sin gh , his fat 
face red with rage . 
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"You-y ou impertinent 
he gasped . "Corne ou t here- -
oµ t at vun ce ! '' 
Hurree Si ngh looked diSlllo3yed . 

"What i s t he matte r, sir? 
askea me!" 

p::>y!" 
come 

You 

"You tell me t o ge t mein hair 
cut ! Mein gootnes s ! Poys , if you 
do not leave off to laugh , I vill 
punis h te who le class ! " 
He shook hi.s p:,intei: at Hur r ee Singh. 

"Get mein hair cu t! Mein goot -
ness !" 

"Well , it would do the fat old 
donkey good to have that mop off , 
anyway !" mut t ered Knowles. 

''Did yori speak , Knowle s?" 
11 No , sir ." 
"I tin k tat you spe ak ! " 
''Certa.lnl y not , sir ! " sa i d 

Knowl es , feeli ng i:a t her al armed. 
He ha a not ex pe c ted the Herr to be 
so quick of hearing . "Huree Si ngh 
will bear me out , si r. l didn ' t 
say anylhing , did I , Hurr ee Sing h? " 
The hal::ob looked at him i n astonish ­
ment . !-fe did not qui t e ,gra sp tl1e 
Eact at fir s t that Kncrwles was tel ling 
a deliberate 1 ie to get mrr of a 
scrape . 

"My respectable friend" , 
excla i.ined. Hurree Singh , "surel y -that 
i s a remar kable inco rr ectness of 
th e r emembrance . r disti nc tly heard 
yo u say--- Oh, oh !" Hur ree Si ngh 
broke off ,,i th a yell as Knowles , 
in alarm , pinched h is leg as a h i nt 
to keep quiet . TI1e German master 
glared at them . 

"You hea r d Knowles say ' Oh, 
oh !'·• he exclai.med . 

''No , sir ! I uttered that ejacu­
lat ion because someone has just 
pinched me, and caused me a sudden 
ancl ex crucia t ing anguish ", said Hurree 
Si ngh. -

"Knowle s , s tep ou t here ! " 
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"But , sir --- - -" 
"Step ou r here ! " s a id Hen: 

Schwa.'1, in a voice of thunder . 
Knowles , givi n g Hurree Singh a dar k 

l oo~ , reluctantly obeyed . 
"Now, Hurre e Singh , vat did 

Knowles say? " 
"Pardon me, s i r ", said the nabob , 

"it has just occurred to me t hat 
Knowles might ob je ct to my infonning 
you that he al luded to you as a fat 
donkey , and so , i f yo , 1 wi 11 excuse 
me, 1 wi ll not repeat his remark ." 
The classed ye lled , and the German 

turned as red as a tw:key-cock . 
"You cal l me a fat donk ey , 

Knowles? And yo u tell l ikes lL ke 
vun Ananias '! " 

" .I- - I didn ' t sir , I - --" 
"Hol d ou t your hand !" 

Kna-.rles had to obey , and he r ece i ved 
a couple of stingers on each hand , 
and he went back to h..1s seat with 
his hands under h i s arms , looking 
as if he were try ing to fold himself 
up lik e a _rocke t - knife . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

'J'he caning of Knowles relieved Her r 
Sch wan ·• s feelings a l i ttle , and he 
l el Hur r ee Sing h alone after that . 
When the class was dismissed , Knowles 
jostled agr.1inst Hurree Singh as the 
boys went out . 

" ' 11 make you sit up f or that , 
you ni9ger !" he whi spered fierc e ly . 
Redfer n sho ved him as i de . 

"Come and have a look at t he 
footer , Hurree " , he said , passing 
his arm through that o[ the l ndian 
boy . 

And he marched the Naoob off 
to Litt.le S i tle , leaving Knowles to 
plan vengeance . 

(MORE OF THIS OLD STORY 

NEX'l' MONTH) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
"THE LADY INVESTIGATES" 

Ma ry Cadogan and Pa tri cia Cra ig (Oxford Paperba cks: £3. 95) 

A ge or gou s read a nd a glorious wallow in nostalgj _a for Lhe likes of us . 
Tha t ' s how we 1v0uld describe this book which first flo vJed from the gifted i;:ens 
of our very own lad ie s al:::out 5 years ago >'lnd which deservedly no.-1 has a second 
outing jn _paperback format . 

Our talented gi rls cover , jn Lhei r own Lnimitab le st vle , the ..Lady tees of 
ear l y days i n the works of Wilkie Collins and many others wi Lh a p l easant peep 
at the daunting Miss Van Snoop ; they pass to more modern times with an affec­
tiona te look at Mis s Marp le and the works o f Christie , Sayers , and the rest of 
treasured rneiro ry , and end up wi t h a scan of recent novels by P . D. James . 

But you can Gee where their hearts are , and r ig htly so - wi th Yvonne Cartier 
in the Union Jack ,, plus the lad ies of the Schoolgirls ' Weekly , the School Fr iend , 
and the rest . The illustrations ar e a sigh of delight , and our a,.,m Miss Evelyn 
Fli nde r s gecs a l ook - in . 

Tt ' s all ab sor bi ngly de light£ul and delightfully absorbing . If you missed 
it first ti me rolln.d , grab it this time while copies la st in the s hops . 
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11 members turned up for our June meeting. We were 
delighted to see Vin and Joan Loveday . They now Uve over 100 
mil es away. Tom Porter is still not well enough to attend and 
Ivan Webster took the chair. 

A start was made to the evening's enter tainment with a quiz 
given by your correspondent. Some very old Col lectors' Digests 
were givem as prizes. 

Refreshments were provided as usual by Betty Hopt on and 
the Lov edays with tea or coffee provided by Ivan Webster . 

Chri .stine Brettell provided another interesting quiz. It was 
the kind of quiz where even if your score is low you have learnt 
a lot . 

Ivan Webster gave a reading from Magnet I 3 l 4, part of the 
Bunter's East er Cruise seri es. It was very amusing. 

A discussion on which character each membe r prefer red to 
Bunter was set going. Amongst our members not everyone prefers 
the Magnet to other o ld papers. This was borne out when members 
were questioned. 

All best wishes to all O.B.B.C. member s. Happy holida ys, 
everyone . 

JACK BELLFIELD (Correspondent) 

W '°' .. TT""'\,," .. 1 

LVl'IIUVl'II 

Bill Bradford co mmenced proceedings at the July meeting, 
which was held at the Ealing Lib eral Hall, with a readin g from 
newsletteir number 2 l 2, dated January 1971 and then followed this 
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read ing by ano th e r one th at was t aken fr om Gem 1060. It dealt 
with Handfo rLh' s sta y at St . Jim' s and E.S. Broo ks w as the auth or. 
However, it w as enj oye d by the company present . Br ian Do y le 
ca me up w iLh an uni que qui z w hich he call ed "Bri e f Romances and 
A rri va ls". Th er e wer e cwo winn ers, Tornmy Keen and Les Row ley . 

Chr ist Hor per enLerLa ined t ile gal her ing wit h an exce l lent 
reading from a Guardian Weekly arLicle by Derck Brown about the 
famo us old boys' book author Percy F. Westerhnm. The tiLle of 
the article is F. Weste rham Pulls II Off. Tw1> fine hard - back copies 
n f the author's books were nn <;i,nw c111d Chns stated lhcll he had 
135 Litles nf Westerhum'.;; storit:•s whilst Bill Bradford hc1~ 104. 

Fina l ly, Les Rowley read ano th er cha pter from his Greyfriars 
opu~ which was entitled "Prout Knows : low" . 

Next meeting at Bill Bradford'~ fa1Jing residence on Sund::.iy, 
10th August. Full tea availab le, kindly notlfv if intending Lo be 
prese11L. 

BCN WHfTER 

NORTHERN 

Mee tin g held: Sat urday, 12th July, 1986 

The ho lid ay season showed evide nce o f t aki ng coll. resu lti ng 
in our havi ng on ly te n members presen t . 

Paul Gal v in had rece nt ly co ll ected fro m Barnsley, a generous 
donati on of so me books i n lovely co ndit ion fo r our Cl ub Li br ary . 
Mr s. Rh odes wa nt ed her decease d husband' s col lect ion to go tu 
a good cause: our Sec retary was asked co wr ite to Lhank her on 
beh alf o f th e C lub. 

D avid Br ad ley , Paul Galvin and Dar re ll Swi f t , re port ed on 
t heir p la ns for a mee t ing of th e fa ns o f W.E. Johns - thi s to t ake 
plac e i n Leeds on 15t h November, 1986. 

K eith Smith rea d an arti c le "Co l lecli ng Old Boys' Books" fr om 
a I 966 co py o f "B oys ' World Annu al ". Th e wr i l er was obvi ously 
very co nversa nt wit h out hobby, fo r it wa s a most fac tu ra l and 
corr ec L it em with pl ent y of for esighl for Lhe ye ars to come, fo r 
th e wriL e r ta lked about t he inc reasing valu e in t he near futur e 
o f the o ld papers. 

After r e fre shment s - k indl y pr ov ided by Pe te r Plo wman - Harr y 
B low ers pr esented a "middl e- names" quiz .. Geoffr ey Good was th e 
winner . 

Darre ll pr esented "Skilt on Th e Benevo len t and Bunt er Th e 
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Bold" g1v111g a brief hi stor y of the involv ement of Cha r les Skilto n 
t he publisher in t he fi rst Bunter books . Mr . Ski lton had really been 
a pi oneer in our hobby and it was perhaps through him, t hat such 
a great int erest conti nued. Afte. r the war, Charles Hamilton was 
1.ost wi th out hi s Bunt er writings so it had been a pl easure for him 
to tap out the Bunter stories on his faithful Remington. The Bunt er 
books had revived an interest in t he Greyfriars stories since t he 
demise of T he Mag net. We fe lt that we had to say " thank yo u" 
to Mr . Skil ton for his ini tia live, gam bl e and positive approach -
without h lm, we felt t hat afte r the war, Charles Ham i lton would 

not have been the great man he was. 
JOHNNY BULL MINOR 

* * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

JAMES HODGE (Bristol): Your cu rr ent Editorial comments about 
shoppin g, met r ication and postal idioci es find me in fu ll agreeme nt. 

Not only was shoppi ng easier 50 years ago, it was also a great 
dea l more pleasant, indeed often quite a sociable affair . How of ten 
do yo u run across soc iabi l ity in a supermark et? 

As for metr ica tion, I insis t on asking for my pai nt in quarts 
and pin ts and my tobacco in ounces - I knQw I don't get 'em but 
I st ill persist. 1 recentl y order ed a quantit y o f chip-b oard cut to 
sizes in foe t. and inche s - and took unreprentant pl easure watching 
the suppliier frant ical ly tryi ng to co-nvert it all into metri c and 
Lhen back again into Imperial, he mea nwhil e mumbling "A ll our st ock 
is in rn~tre s" to wh ich my unsympathetic rejoinder was " My require­
ments are not"! 

As for th e depraviti es of t he Post Office - what pric e a system 
where a lette r poste d in Wells, Somerse t to an address in t hat same 
city goes to Bath to be franked and the n back to Wells for delivery . 
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JOHN LEWIS (Neston): 
Story Papers and f i lms, 
His bold statement t hal 
exciting is far from the 
Wimbledon year . 

I th ink Danny had better keep tO Boys ' 
and refrain from commenting on Tennis . 
the 1936 Wimb ledon Championships were 
actual fact, for 1936 was not a vintage 

The Men' 's Singles final was a tragedy . Perry he ld his servic e 
i n the opening game of the match which went to deuce ten tim es, 
and lasted eight minutes. That was the end o f the match, for 
his opponent, Von Cramm, pull ed a muscle in hi s thigh in the second 
game and could not run any more . He sportingly went through 
the ceremony of fini shing the mat ch because he knew that it was 
to be the last time Perr y wou ld eve r be seen at Wimbledon . He 
actua ll y won two games by mean s of his service alone, and in the 
annals of Wimbledon, Perr y beat Von Cramm 6- 1, 6- 1, 6-0, whereas 
aga inst a lesser sportsman the result would have read 1-0 ret ir ed. 

!f, howev er, the Wimb ledon of 1936 was not a very exciting 
one, it was, from a Brit ish point of view, our big year, as England 
won every even t except the Ladie s' Singles . Indeed th is year; for 
good measure , Perry also won the U.S. Singles for a th i rd time, 
and our men successf ully defended the Davis Cup, beating Aust ralia 
by the odd match ln five. 

Alas! fift y years on British tenni s seems to have lost it s way, 
and we can only dream of th e yea rs 1933 -36 when Perry and Austin 
ruled the courts. 

HAROLD TRUSCOTT (Deal): In answer to Mr. Thurbon' s query , 
Th e Tunnel American titJe Transatlantic Tunne l) was made in 1935 
and released in I 936. I t was a Gaumont-British film, with an Anglo­
America cast which included the Americans Richa rd Di x (th e nominal 
star of the f i lm}, the fine charac;,ter actor Wal ter Huston , fresh 
from Rhodes of Africa, also an Engl ish film, as an American Presi­
dent, and George Arliss. The film was a re-mnke of an earlier 
German thriller , and was directed by th e Engli sh Mauri ce E lvey. 
Arliss, of course, was not American .= 

P. GALVI N (Barnsley) : The Te ren ce Cuneo article with il lustration 
was especially int eresting to me as I am a W.E. John s enthusiast . 
I remembered Cuneo was one of th e few people who illustrated 
the Biggie s books apart from Howard Le igh and Leslie Stead. The 
only book he illustrated so far as r know was "Biggi es in the Jungle", 
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first publi:shed 1942. I have not seen the dust jacket but the colour 
frontispiece is a lovely example of his work. 

JOE CON!ROY (Liverpool): Congratu lation s to Bob Whiter for a 
very fine article on Terence Cuneo. I greatly enjoyed it. 

JACK WALES (Cilcain): In this retrogressive age, th ese are a few 
of my unfa vourite things : 
Food wrappers which even Hercules could not tear open; mat ches 
which snaJP, gutter (not burn) and strike - perhaps - once in a box 
of 23; newspapers which ooze ink on everybody and everything with in 
600 paces; teas, co ff ees and soups mad e from powdered chemical s 
and dispensed by machines in.to flimsy paper cups which arr iv e upside 
down or tilted at drunk en angles; shop assist ants who call me Dad, 
Squire, Friend or Mate and tell me: 'There you go!'; dwarf bobbies 
who need two-way Dick Tra cey sets to talk to a mysterous 'control ' 
to find out which street they are patrolling; spiked hair in day­
glo greens, ye ll ows and reds - for men; fish and chip suppers eaten 
with wobbly, two =prong ed mini-forks from plastic wallets which 
are di scarded at bus-stops or inside teleph one kiosks; telephon e 
kiosks wit h,.)ut glass, dire ct ories, coin boxes and telep hones; trave l 
inquiry offices which appear to remove tel ephones from hooks 
between the hours of 8 - 6; electric tin-openers which don't; elec­
tioneering pamphlet s through my lelter box from 394 cand idate s 
at each and every local, regional or national poll; salad -dr essing 
and sauce:s in obsoene sachets; do- in (sic)-yourself kits With al least 
10 pages of destructions in 14 or more languages; co mpu te rs; kiss­
me-quick hat s and brown ale bottle s as standard issue for passengers 
on motor coac hes (brin g back the cha rabanc!); experts on sporti ng 
and scientific subjects on televisi on; sausages made with soya beans; 
waiting in post offfces for a stamp whil e 1,567 other custo mes 
are taxing cars, drawing pensions and arguing about sub-sec tion 
137 (d) of the lates t Green Paper; and moaning creeps , like me, 
who wri t e l o sound off in rhe columns of every publication in the 
land ••••• 

All I 1 {)J:"TC /1 A nrl nn l- Tho ni,:,,-.,:, i,n,, Rl <1\r,:,.nie:i ic: int,:,r,:,c:tinO' thic: 
t...rJL..1.... .L.,'\,JJ J. '1..J \ '1.J\..IIIU\.Jllf• I llV t-'L V ..... 'I,,,... - •'-"• ''-'''"'"" IV . , .. ..,.._ .. _.._,._. ,,o &9 "'••• -

month. Per sonall y I have no doubt that t he Blake writ er pinched 
the sto ry from M iss Christie, and that it had appeared earlier in 
some magazine. I ce rtainl y have seen her work in old magazin es, 
when apairt from t hi s, collectio ns of short storie s or anthologies 
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nea rly always come from the mentioned source . Some Sext on Blak e 
writers have been found guilty o f pla gari sm in the past pinching 
whol e chapters from Edgar Wal lace and Sax Rohm er nove ls, when 
apa rt from this Agatha Christie in answer to a query once on 
whether she was influ enced by Sexton Blak e in her younger days 
- r eplied ' that she had never read a Sexton Blake story in her lif e' . 

Th e aut ho r of th e U nion Jack sto r y in questio n was .Jack Lew is 
oth erwi se 'Lewis Jackson', and I'm cert ainl y surpri sed at him doing 
such a thing, as prior t o th is event hi s name and reputat ion has 
bee n excellent. He di ed in t he late fif t ie s. 

EDWAR D BALDO CK (Cambridge): I would like to record my enj oy­
ment o f f. Hertz berg's exce ll ent artic le iO asis' in the June issue 
of C. D. He ec hoes so many of my ow n long held sent im ents and 
feelings and, I suspect , not a little anti pathy towa rds th e Orwell 
school of thought . We ce rt ainly liv e in a brav e new wor ld , but 
is it I fre quentl y wonde r qui te so brave as that which we are trying 
to perpetuat e in our own small way month by month in the old 
journal . 

Da nny mentio ns in hi s di ar y the Chin ese adve nture series 'The 
Menac e of Ta ng Wang ' . I too look back upon thi s seri es which [ 
read in th e weekl y issues o f th e Magnet, not the S.O. L. in which 
one was, I be Ii eve, lik ely to find somewhat edit ed versions o f the 
origin al ta les. I t was a spiendid series conta inin g, for me at least, 
genuine mena ce . I recal I in par tic ul ar Harr y Wharton' s unplea sant 
experience in th e gre at Pagoda, with his retreat from floor to floor; 
this epi sode proje cted t he e lements of real danger. Alongside t hi s 
series I wou ld pl ace - this is quite a perso nal choice - the 'A r thur 
Da Cos La' ser ies wh ich seemed to embody a very real atmosphere 
o f time and plac e - th at Magn etian ti me lessness which seemed 
so all - pervading in certain of the Grey friar s ta les. Th ey wer e quit e 
uniqu e. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: £8 eac h off e red B.F. L. 1st serie s Nos. 30; 38; 235; 237; 

288; 328. Ge ms 248; 249. St. Fran k' s Bibliography. 

S. K A LAMU OKI S, 11 WESTON AV ENUE, NARWEE, N .S.W. 
AUSTRALIA. 
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I WONDER •••.• ? by Bill Wright 

With World War II ending the glo riou s thirties , many ::ioys 
papers and comics either merged, or worse, closed for ever. How­
ever , the mark that they left li ved on, in sofa r as their readers 
remained members of the various clubs and societies. An imm ediate 
eJ\ample of this is my own membership of the ' Knockout' Birthday 
Club . As all 'Magne t ' reade r s will know, the 'Kno ckout ' did, in 
fact, incorporate the ir favour i te boys paper ..... some of the friends 
I made as a resu l t of my 'K .B.C .' membership , are st ill proud of 
the association . 

Nov" I have recently unearthed some mid-thirties 'Funn y 
Wonders', and was fac inated by read ing of the ' F.W. Secret Society'. 
There wG1s just one con di tion to become a member, and that was 
to become a reguiar reader. A badge to show the world your society 
status was printed in an issue dated I 4th September, I 935. This 
was to be cut-out and pasted on cardboard. I t fea tu red Charlie 
Chaplin raising his bowler, i n a seated position so that his shoes 
were graphically exaggerated, with soles/heels having F. W. promi­
nently displayed on them. This badge was then worn in the button­
hole on 1rhe left lapel of the coat . Seeing ano ther memb er in t he 
street, one would challenge the other with the PASSWORD . Now, 
if the correct answer was not given , it was assumed that the unfort­
unat e member had not bought the curre nt issue. On making this 
judgemen1t, the challe nger could insist on the badge being removed 
because ent itlement to wear it was finished. (How cruel . ) 

I can vague ly remember some of these challenges being made, 
and not knowing of the society was quite bewildered by both chal­
lenge and reply . Now, so man y years later, - all is revealed . 
Each week, generally above 'Horatio Pimple's' article, (He was 
the office boy), appeared that weeks password . Soon al l over town 
and village could be hear d the shoute d chall enge, "ZIMBARA" and 
the rep ly, "MALIK!". 

In conclusion, 1 wonder ..... what was the reply to ''BIDOOLA"?. 
Could it possibl y have been "KABEEZA"? 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
THE SCHOOLBIRLS' OWN LIBRARY by Esmond Kadish 

An entry, in a thirties' editi on of the "Writers ' and Artists' 
Yearbook 11, which summa ril y dismissed the SCHOOLGIRLS' OWN 
LIBRARY as "reprinted matter", was, st ric t l y speaking, only seventy-
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five per cent accura t e! In fact, one of Lhe four monthly numbe rs 
was usually described as a "new and origi nal story" , while the other 
three issues consis ted of materlal (suitably edited, or ruined, accord­
ing to one's po int of view!) which had previously appeared as seria ls 
in the schoolg irl com panion papers . From tim e to time, a Morcove 
story would also appear, and, from June 1935, John Wheway's Cliff 
House tales from the SCHOOLGIRL wer e fntroduced", in response 
to hundreds of requests". 

Naturally, for C.D. reader s, th e SCHOOLBOYS ' OWN LIBRARY, 
with its Hamilton repr int s, has tended to cl aim the limelight, but, 
neverthele ss, the S.G.O.L. had an appeal of it s own . I can rec al l 
seeing the four issues on the "first Thursday of every month", sitt i ng 
in their w ir e-r acks in the Local paper-shop, side by side with their 
red-and - blue-blazered schoolboy brot her s, thei r spanking-new ye llow­
and- black cover s looking as bright and perk y as a jar o f Colman' s 
mustard. Not e th at the S.G. O.L. cover onl y had one colour - yellow -
to compar e with its mor e- privileged bro t hers, but it made up for 
thi s wi th some inventiv e Lit le designs, which gave a certain vari ety 
t o it s appearan ce. 

The fir st sixty-f our page issue appeared in Oct ober 1922. 
Thi s was adverti sed in the SCHOOL FRIEND as "a t::1le of the 
girl s o f Rack liff e School" . (The same issue of th e SCHOOL f RI EI\ID 
also adverti sed th e fir st issue o f PL UCK, inc id enta l ly .) I must say 
tha t I'v e never heard o f Rac kli ffe School be for e, but Leonard Shi elds 
dr ew th e co ver for No. I, 3nd rhe second issue, the fo l lowin g month. 
In Fe bru ary 1923, th ere were t wo number s:- No. 4 was "a spl endid 
new st ory of th e girl s of Mor co ve School", and No. 5 was "Casu:iw ay 
Jess", wh1ch sound s lik e a reprint of t he fir st serial in the SCHOOL 
FRJEND of 19 19. The following month saw the first Cliff House 
story to be published ln the Library. 

In the early thirties, the librar y incr eased it s siz e to a hundred 
pages, and entered - for me - its most int e resting peri od. Old 
favourHes, suc h as the chara c t ers c reat ed by Reginald K i rkh am: -
Li ly Lane, M ay and June Reece, and the Gr eenhill twins, appear ed 

fairly regularl y . There was also the occ asional Mor cove story, but 
these had dropped so far behind tha t there was a gap of about 
nine years be tween the original and the reprint . The contra st 
betw een Shie lds up-dated thirti es co ver and his origina l tit le illustr a­
tion from the SCHOOLGIRLS' OVVN of the tw enti es, was oft en 
st rik in g, as feminine sty les had changed considerably in the interim . 
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With the introduction of Wheway's Cliff House tales in 1935, the 
two famous girls' schools began to appear much more frequently 
in the Library, at first on alternate months, and, finally, appearing 
monthly. Thus, in December, 1937, delighted readers were offered 
no. 613, "Babs and Co.'s Old-Fashioned Christmas", and no. 615, 
"The Boy Who Marred Morcove's Xmas". Cliff House and Morcove 
together - at last the S.G.O.L. had achieved "equality" with the 
S.0.L. and its monthl y Greyfriars, St. Jim's, Rookwood, and St. 
Frank's o fferings! 

In this potted history of the S.G.O.L., one can make only 
brief refer ence to some of the more interes ti ng items . One such 
was "Scamp and Co." (no. 488), by Ida Melbourne (L. E. Ransome). 
"Scamp" was, of course, a dog, and this was a collection of animal 
stories, which had first appeared in the SCHOOLGIRLS' OWN. 
The original illustrations, drawn (as far as I can tell) by G. Dodshon, 
were inc luded . Mr. Dodshon's drawings for the Cliff House tales 
in the SCHOOL FRIEND, have attracted some criticism, but these 
animal impressions are delightful. One of the stories in the collec­
tion was "Biokie and the 'Scamp-Dragon"', and "Binkie" (a kitten!) 
gave her name to the stray tab by-cat , who appeared at our front 
door, mewing for food, and, subsequently, graciously condescended 
to stay permanen tly in our humble abode - with my mother's kind 
consent, of course! Other "complete" stories featured in the Library 
were "Pats y Never-Gro-Up" by Rhoda Flem ing (Ronald Fleming), 
and "a col.lection of detective stories" by Peter Langley (Mr. Fleming 
again), entitled "Noel Raymond versus Rosina the Baffling". 

Like the S.O.L., the S.G.O.L. disappeared in May 1940. A 
Cliff Houise and Valerie Drew story advertised as two of "next 
month's rnumbers" never materialised. Ironically, the Valerie Drew 
story woulld have told how the intrepid girl detective had once failed 
the plans of a master-criminal to create a world war! Unlike the 
S.0.L., however, the S.G.O.L. reappeared after the War - back to 
sixty-four pages, and with a new, coloured cover. Fam ili ar pen­
names: H;azel Armitage, [da Melbourne, and Renee Frazer (Messrs. 
Wheway, Ransome, and Fleming, respect ively) appeared right up 
to the Library's second demise, although - alas! - Cliff House and 
Morcove had vanished for ever, except in our affections. All the 
same, th e SCHOOLGIRLS' OWN LIBRARY had outlasted its peers! 

* * * * * 
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ORWELL'S MAGNET by Simon Garrett 

F,dward Baldock ' s intere sting article in C. D. 474 prompted me to revisit 
the famous Horizon essay and Hamilton 's spirited rii:x:>sts. 

In one deta il, Mr . Baldock misrep re sents Orwell. I have two editions of 
the article , both of whic h say ' the boys ai::e even allowed to wear what clothes 
they like' (my italics) . It may be a mis pr i nt, but seems a more logica l thing 
for Orwell to have wri tten in 1939 . In fact , as Mr . Baldock says, there ar e 
minor varia ti ons on a basic uniform, Bunter ' s tro users being t he most obvious . 
Interestingly , in the red Magnet s, caps are often worn i ndoors: does anyone 
knaw i f this was then cons i dered good form? 

I too enjoyed Orwell ' s essay whilst rejecting much of its content. 

It is untrue that 'clas s - friction, trade unionism , strikes, slumps , 
unemployment, Fasc i sm and civ i l war' are not ment ioned. Such themes cropped 
up freq ue nt ly in the Magnet, a l ong with feminism , race r elations , bi g business , 
defence, i mperial p::>li cy, revolut i on , you name it. 

'l'hese top i cal i ss ue s were often treated qu i te seriously and by no means 
alway,=; f rom an ' establishment ' angle . Even the o ld public-school emphasis on 
the class i cs i s often gent l y mocked by Char les !iamilton. Mr. Vernon-Sm ith, 
in severable merrorable scenes , derides the practical value to h i s son of the 
Greyfr i ars curr i culum, and admit s that !-'erbert is only the r e for the soc ia l 
i:x:>li sh and useful contacts ' Dr. Locke's scholastic research is ironically sa i d 
t o be of great po te ntia l interest to as many as hal£ a dozen learned gent l emen 
at oxford. 

Much 0£ the above is only i ncidental t o the main plots , but provi de s a 
major part of th e appea l for adult collect ors. 

In the SW'.)BBC we have often confessed to concentrating on the topical asides 
whilst skinming t hrou gh the juven ile horseplay p:i.ssages; probably for the orig ­
i na l readers i t was the other way round . 

Finally , in fai rnes s to George Orwell, we shoul d remember that as a busy 
journalist he could hardl y be expecte d to steep himself in hundr eds of Magnet s 
to absorb all these nua nces. The CD r eade r' s 're search ' is a la bour of lo ve. 
For anyone outside the hobby it woul d be an intolerably boring task , ye t , despite 
all this, Orwell gave us a much fai r er and i ntelli gent survey than the general 
run of silly-season stor ie s in the media tod ay . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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