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RECENT PURCHASES include p1re-war THOMSONS some 
bound, Rover, Skipper, Hotspur, Wizard. Others include 
Thriller, Champion, Monster Libra y. 

Wild West Weekly, Modern Boy and all the usual very 
wide selection of Boys' papers and comics in stock. 

HOTSPUR NO. 1. September 2, 1933 in good condition. 
Offers. 

Some more Eagles just in. 

Modern Wonder, about 150 copies (1930's). Offers. 

) 

' 
I 

~ :,== =::-\:::/1·~{;::,;T~O~R~- • ! hrnIP-_ Yolumes: iine .-==============-- l ~ =~=, <'--- ,:- :==:::::I" 
19601s, half-years £20.00. 
1970's, half-years £15.00. 

Also many sing I e issues. 

Lots of Magnets, Gems, 
and singles. 

Popullars, Union Jacks, bound 

II 
Your wants list appreciated. Howard Baker facsimiles , 
and Book Clubs and some out >f print editions in stock; 
list can be provided of these. 

Visitors most welcome but please telephone first. Thanks. 
Also good postal service. 

NORMAN SHAW 

84 Belvedere Road 
Upper Non 'ood 

London SE19 2HZ. 
Tel. 01-771-9857 

Nearest station is B.R. Crystal Palace. 
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THE EOIT'OR'S CHAT 

ST. FRANK'S - SEVENTY YEARS ON! 

As our contributor Mr. G.JH. Churchill points out, Edwy Searles 
Brook s' St. Frank's will be seventy years old this month. This surely 
is a cause for celebration not only for Nelson Lee fans, . but also 
for collectors who have other favourite schools. We all recognise 
Brooks' achievements in the se:::hool story field; he was, of course, 
a man of many part s, equally at home with tales of high adventure, 
of mystery and detection, or lthe world of school. We salute him 
in this issue of the C.D. by including articles from some of our 
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St. Frank's stalwarts, and an illustration from the Nelson Lee for 

our cover. 
I never came across St. Frank's as a child , because the Nelson 

Lee ended in 1933, when I was still as the Tiger Tim's Weekly stage 

of reading! I didn't discover thi s celebrated school until I made 

con ta ct with Eric Fayne, and the Collectors ' Digest Annual, at the 

end of 1969. _Although I was avid.ly scou ring thi s for ever yt hing 

1 could find about Greyfriars or Cli1ff House, I was intrigu ed by a 

co ntribution from Rueben Godsave - a gre at support er of St. Fr ank' s 

- about Phipp s, the J eevesian ch aracter who did double duty as 

Dr. Stafford's butler and Archie Glenthorne' s valet. Thi s was perhap s 

a slightly bizarre intr oduction to the world of Nipper, Nelson Lee, 

Handforth, Reggi e Pitt and their various chums and rival s, but I 

was grateful for this, and many more Nelson Lee articles by Rueben, 

Jim Cook and other Brooks enthusiasts. Prompted by them, and 

above all by the late Bob Blyt he (co -fo under of the London Club, 

and it s Nelson Lee Librarian), l savo ured many of Brooks' greate st 

stor ies - the Ezra Quirke serie s, th e unforg et tabl e 'Death of Chur ch', 

to name only a few. 
Brooks, of course, had a writing career which continued long 

after the Nelson Lee folded . We are all happy at his post -St. Fr ank 's 

successes, but for most of us it is his schoo l stories whic h cla im 

our affection. May St . Frank' s flouri sh for another seventy yea rs! 

It is a truly marv e llous how our favourite fictional schools 

are so firmly etched into our hea rt s and mem orie s. 

MARY CADOGAN 

OBITUARY 

We are sa d to hav e to rep ort the passing of ano th e r C.D. 

reader, Harry Marriott. for sometime he had been spending re gular 

period s in hospital each month for treatment, and he was so apprecia­

tive of the C.D. that, at his reque st, we post ed his copy as a 

'priorit y ' so that he could receive it in time to take it with him 

during these per iods of hospitalization . We are indebted to 

Mr. C.H. Gro ombridge of Northampton for news of th e pass ing of 

this rlerlicated memher* o*f our collecti rnr c irc le. 

* * * * * * * * " "' * * * * .:41"' * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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JULY 1937 

It has been an e~ceptiona lly 9ood rronth in the Gem, with a fine variety 
of splendid stories. The opening ta l e of the !l011th is "The Tough Guy of the 
Shell" which tells of the arrival of George Alfred Grundy at St . Jim ' s . He 
i s not exactly a bully, but he is arrogant and heavy -handed as w-ell as a know­
all. He is put into a study in the Shell with u.u fellows named Wilkins and 
Gunn. 

Lt's all amusing , but Grundy , Wilkins, and Gunn of St . Jim ' s seem very 
much akin to Coker , Potter and Gre ,~ne of Greyfriars . And they are not every 
chap ' s cup of tea . 

The next story ''Lowther Bringi; the House Down" is rea lly tip top. TC 
celebrate the end of term the junior Amateur Dramatic Society plans to stage 
a canedy "Catching the Colo nel", and lo,,Jt.her has the . idea of making Colonel 
Potsdam a canic take - off of the Gennan master , Herr Schneider . So Lowt.her asks 
the Herr for sane extra German lese:ons so he can watch the quaint little ways 
of the Gernian master. But Herr Schneider is expecting the arrival on a visit 
to St . Jim ' s of his niece Frau l ein Mari e Erlen , and he asks Lowther to meet 
the young lady ~t the station . 

She proves to be a sweet mai den,, and Lowther falls for her. But that does 
not stop !tlm guy ing the Herr in the pl ay , with great success - and the beautiful 
friendship between Lowther and Fraulein Erlen is at an end . 

Then started a short sU11tT1er hol :ida y series . The opening tale of the series 
is "The Boy Who Knew Too Much." Tan Merry & Co . are spending their sunmer vac 
at Eastwood House , and nearby, by a coincidence , Cutts .& Co. have a holiday 
bungalow , and their guest is Captain Punter , the card sharper. And, intending 
to fle ec e the millionaire ' s son, Cutts presses Lumley-Lt.nnley also t o beCCl'l'e 
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a guest at his bungala...r . But Lumley, assisted by his St . Jim ' s chums , turns out 
to be sanething that euus, Punter & Co. didn ' t expect . A magnificent ta.le . 

The next tale is "Gussy ' s Unwelocrne G'uest." The unwelcane guest is Bunter 
of Greyfriars who joins the party without be!ing asked . And Chungum ' s Circus plays 
a big part in thi'S fine story . 

Final of the ll'OOth is "The Stolen Study." Monty Lowther gets the idea to 
pretend to be ill so that they can have an extra day or two ' s .holiday. That works 
well , but when Tan Merry & Co. return to St . Jim ' s they find that Levison, Mellish, 
and Hooker have bagged Study No. 6, and Mr. Rail ton allows them to keep it. First 
cane, first served . Finally Lowther takes a photograph of Levison and his pals 
gambling in the study, and a bit of blackroai l means that Blake & Co. can have their 
old study back. . 

The early GrQyfriars tales are still being serialised at the back of the Gem. 
One told of a rival school, Friardale Academy , being opened by Herr Rosenblaum , 
near Greyfriars , and the school rivali:y \-lith Hoffn>ann, t,ieunier , and Co. This one 
is follo..led by the arrival of the Chinee, Wun Lung , at G.reyfriars . 

In real life there is very sad ne~ in the world of flying . Amelia Earhart , 
the brave airwanan, was an a solo flight .round the world . She wirelessed that 
she was short of fuel. The wreckage of her plane has not been found, and it is 
presumed that she is dead . 

There is a new Agatha Christie book out this rronth about her great detective, 
Hercule Poirot . It is called "Dumb Witness" , and Doug bought it for 7/6 . Re has 
let 111e read it, and I have loved it . I t is one of the best of all Poirot stories. 

Last nonth I entered in my Diary that June was about the best month ever in 
the Fourpenny Libraries . One month later I have to say ':hat this month is about 
the worst one ever . 

In the s .o.L. the Greyfriars tale is "Goodbye to Bunter Court" . It's all 
good fnn and excitement , and Bunter finally bas to say farewell to Bunter Court 
and clear out of Canberrnere Lodge which he got, canplete with servants, through 
a lot of delicious wang.ling . 

The 2nd S.O.L . of the month is "The Packsaddle Bunch" about life in a Wild 
West scl100l run by its . unusual headmaster, Bill Sampson who uses a qu_irt apd a 
gun instead of a crane . It was in the Gem not so long ago , and I don ' t like it 
any more now than I did then. It ' s all too farcical. Not a _patch on the Rio Kid 
tales. The chums of Packs addle are Dick Carr & Co, whioh sounds very English. 

The 3rd s . o . L. is "The St. Frank ' s Explorers". The boys, with Nelson Lee 
and Lord Dorrinore, the Millionaire globe-trotter, are i ,n Brazil in search of a 
lost explorer . 

'Ibe only other fairly worth-while Library is a B. F.L. which conta i ns "The 
Boy They Couldn't Tame" which is a story of 'Tallenbury School, a J?lace for Unwanted 
Boys. The Head is a wily scoundrel and the punishments are shock i ng. But one 
youngster won't give in. 

Mum had to go shopping one day in London , and she took me wi th her for safety's 
sake. We ended the day at the first hoµse at the Holborn &npire . A glorious 
variety bill . All the turns were good, but the top of the bi 11 stars were George 
Robey, the canedian, and Donald Peers. Dona.ld Peers sang sane nice lilting songs . 
He always starts and ends his lovely ac t with a song about a shady nook near a 
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babbling brook. Also on the bill was Herschel Henlere, who is a marvellous 
eccentric pianist. I revelled in it all . 

In Mooern Boy the main atuac::tion for me just now is the Captain Justice 
stories. He and the Scientist Professor Flaznagel are rivals for the ilmiense 
fortune to be had fran a salvage operatioo. The Captain a;1d his frif'.nds are 
warooned on a tiny island , and the ship which canes to rescue them is sinister. 
The captives are made invisible by a system of scientifi c camouflage, and 
Bingley, who is searching for Justice and Co. is puzzled that he cannot find 
them anywhere. This month • s storiE!S are "Captain Justice ' s VCM'' ( "Those salvage 
raid ers are go i ng to wish they had never cane within a thousand mi le s of the 
South Atlantic") , "Ship of Darkne:ss", "Invisible Captives", "Cairouflage '', and 
"Bursting Point". A new wonder of Professor Flaznagel ' s rescues Justice and 
Co. frrn1 their diving-bell prison j•ust before it bursts. 

"Bi ggles ' Treasure Island" , the serial, goes on its way, and l-kldem Boy 
has another flying series aoout Scotty , and ·sC:1Te root0r-racing yarns. 

There is a new William book out this m.:mth by Richmal Cranpton. It is 
William the S~ ". Mum bought i t for ltlP. . . It cost 7/6. The funniest tale 

if 1 it i s !!Willia1.n and the Love Test ~~·. 
I love going to the pictures, and I often go. Of e0urse , I like sane films 

bette .r than others. - The first one I saw this I!Pllth was Loretta Young in 
"Ramona". This was irl Technicolor, aoout an Indian girl and some greedy white 
pionee r s . A bit stodgy. 

James cagney was in "Pluck of the Irish " about an ex-prizefighter who joined 
the [X)li ce in the fight against various ra ckets . I t was pretty gOOQ, but r 
have seen better cagneys. 

Cl a rk Gable , Joan Crawford, cmd Franchot Tone were in "Love On '!he Run", 
about r i val newspapermen who help an heiress to escape · an unwanted marriage . 
Farc ica l but goo:l fun . Jack Buchanan had Elsie Randolph with him in a jolly 
l ittle British mus ic a l "This' ll Ma~e You Whi stle" . 

Robert Young and Ann Southern were in "Dangerous NU!llber", and Bing Crosby 
was tuneful in "Pennies From Heaven". Edward G. Robinson was in "Thunder in 
the City ", a rather dull affair making fun of American and British funny little 
ways. Warner BQ.Xter was in a fairly exciting affair "White Hunter'' , and Jessie 
Matthews tri l led and danced in "Head Over Heels". 

Finally "Moonlight Sonata" wi th Charles Farrell and Marie Tempest , and 
with Paderewski p la ying the piano, made my brother Doug say "Marvellous picture" 
but i t bored me a bit. 

The Magnet opened the month wi. th a new series starring iHazelde ne and Bob 
Cherry . The series started off with "The Bad Hat of the Remove" . Hazeldene 
gets heavily in qebt to Lodgey , the bool<;rnaker. Mauleverer uses a ElO note as 
a bookmark in a Holiday Annual - and Mr. Quelch confiscates the book with the 
note in it. Hazeldene steals the note; Lodgey , guessing the ironey was stolen, 
refused to accept it. Hazel conf,essed to his sister, Marjorie, and asked her 
to put the --note back in the Holid ay Annual which is n<llW in the Head ' s study. 
As Marjorie is trying to do this , the Head canes in , and Marjorie drops the 
note out of the window . Bob Cherry sees her do it , recognises the number on 
the note , thinks that she has stolen it. Quite a plot ! But I always think 
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CHERRY, 
Una.hlc to exp lain how he c1mc 

to ha, ·c • ,~olen bani.not e in hi, 

pod:ct, Bc.b Ocrry, of t.hc 
Grcyfr iar, Remo ve is tu rned 

d owo by h:, c,hum1. Aod it'• 
aJl brou r-h1 about by a wr~~­

l-need fcllvw "ho ~nnot Tun 
1t:aight and ,..·ho lacb , he 
cour ,1gc lo (Jee the mus:c "·hen 
trouble 1ccr:.ics from runn ins 

crcohcd. To di ,·ulgc the scc,e t 

lochd up in his brc,at "·ould 
not on!y ~pell ti oub lc for •he 

cJlp r. t hut al.o for one for 

whom Bob hos II very tre3t 

re.pe c:t. Read and enjcy this 

powerful cover-to·Co\'U sd1c,ol 

it a bit daft to introduce the Holiday Annual into a Greyfri ars tale . 

Next week , "Bob Cherry's Burden". Poor Bob is worried sick about the bank­

note . can sweet Marge be the thief she appea.ics to be? Then "Barring Bob Cherry". 

Bob is in hot water with his chums who ,::annot understand Bob' s coolness to 

Marjorie. Then the Bounder takes a hand . He guesses what has happened . A 

delicious little ser ies . 
Next came the start of another new SE!L'ies , this one starring Wibley. 

In "Spx>fing the School" Wibley disguises himself as Monsieur Char_pe.ntier 

- and is expelled for the impudent prank. But Wibley canes back to Greyfriars , 

with red hair , and di sguised as a new boy, Archibald Popper , the neIX1ew of Sir 

Hilton, who had been entered at the sch ool but never turned up . In the month ' s 

final tale "The Boy Who Came Back", Popper lets his friends know that he is really 

Wibley in disguise , and they keep the astounding secr et . This Wibley series 

will continue next l'OC>nth, if Fate is kind. 

ERIC FAYNE comments on this month's DANNY'S DIARY 

'!be 1937 Gem story "The Tough Guy of the Shell" had been "Gnmdy of the 

Shell" in the early sunme.r of 1915 . I al ways ccnsidered the introduction of 

Grundy , with his new Co. of Wilkins and Gunn was a mistake on the author's part . 

It was the start of a number of new "Co' s " to what ~uld soon be an overcrowded 
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St . ,Jim's stage , diffusing the lim~light fran the established and much loved 
earlier characters . 

Nc:rw, in 1937, they went back a year to oollect 4 earlier consecutive stories 
which had, for sane reason, been unitted. "Lowther Brings the Bouse Down" of 
1937 had been "Monty Lowtber ' s Mista,ke " in the s1.llTlller of 1914. A story providing 
sympathetic roles for Herr Schnei<;ler and his pretty German niece would not have 
been written after the outbreak of war with Germany .• 

In fact , Herr Schneider , and his counterpart at Greyfriars, Eierr Gans, 
were rarely ever mentioned again . I do, however , recall one later blue Gem 
story in which Herr Schneider drew a dist inctio n between the Prussians and the · 
rest of the German people. 

"The Boy Who Knew Too Much" had been "The Outsider ' s Choice" , a fine tale 
in rnid-1914. "Gussy ' s House Party"' in 1914. "The Stolen Study" had been "Held 
by the Enemy" in 1914. 

The "Alien s at Greyfriars " tale which Danny mentions at the back of the 
Gem just t],~en. 11..ad brought Herr RosenblalUll back on the scene . It had started 
in No. 33 of the halfpenny Magnet · in 1908, (It had been reprinted in s ,O.L. 
No. 39 ) . One of the "a liens " was Hurree Singh. A li ttl e while ago we presented 
in CD the first Hurree Singh story of all, in whicil he went to Netherby. After 
Netherby closed, Inky a nd his Netl,,erby friends went to Beechwood Academy, run 
by Herr Rosenblaum. Years ago, in a CD Annual, we printed the Beechwood story. 
This was writ ten by Martin Clifford, so Martin CliffG>rd intr oduced Hurree Singh 
before Prank Richards ·took him over .. 

Now we find He= Rosenblaum opEming Friardale Academy with all the Beechwcx:xi 
aliens , The Herr does not seem t<, have made his schools very successful, for 
r'r i ar da le Academy and the Herr soon disappeared ,fran the Magnet . 

s .o.L. No. 304 "Goodbye to Bunter Court " canprised the second and final 
part of the Magnet ' s Bunter Court 8-stocy series of the sumner of 1925 . It 
reads well enough for those who do not know better , but it is not a good example 
of the S. O.L . medium~being hea vily abridged and with one story emitted entirely . 

The James cagney film "Pluck cif the Ir ish" was released in the States under 
the title "Gr eat Guy". It was Ca1::iney' s first film after leaving warner ' s who 
had made so marty of his fines t films . 

It is interesting to note t hat in blue Gem days t-t:>nty Lol.,,,ther was the 
amateur photograher of the Terrible Three . In later times the hobby was 
transferred to Manners , It was Lowther \..ho took the incriminating snapshot 
in the story "The Stolen Study" . 

Danny has rung a bell in my merrory with his mention of the music hall artist 
Herschel Henlere . The latter was a brilliant pianist whcm I often saw at the 
lovely Kingston Empire . A highliqht of his act was his reluctance to leave 
the stage , He ins is t ed on givin g many encores to his delighted audience , much 
to the apparent anxiety of the stage nianag eirent . I wonder if any other C. D. 
reader recalls Herschel Henlere in 1:he Music Halls . 

* * * * 
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~ RED LEITER DAY. By C.H . Churc hill 

To any keen r eader of the Nelson Lee Library the dat e Jul y 

28th 1917 sta nds out in letters of fir e because it is the date of 

No . 112 which cont ained the fir st St . Frank's story ever publi shed. 

St. Frank's, of course, was the brain child of Edwy Searle s Brooks. 

Doubtless he chose this name for his mythical school because his 

wife was named Fr ances. He had a br oth er named Oswald, and 

maybe this is why t he famous Handforth had th e christian names 

of Edward Oswald. We do not know, of course, but i t is high ly 

probabl e. 
When school detec tive stori es were decided on by the powers 

that be for the Lee it was deem ed a good ide a to go slow ly and 

not have one every week, so the St . Frank's episodes were space d 

out every othe r week to see how t hey went. The y must have been 

succ essf ul as af ter No. 127 no mor e non-St. Frank's st ories appeared 

for many yea rs unti I the seco nd new series in I 930. This was when 

t he Le e was on the downward gra de, due to bad management say 

all we Lee fans. 
Just let me quote from Lee No. l 12 with the fir st description 

of the famou s school as told by Nippe r on Page 6 -

'I nodded approvingly. St . Fr ank's was a spl endid place. There 

were two main houses, the Coll ege House and the An ci ent House. 

The y for med a kin d of let te r A, the not hern ends of both houses 

bein g much wider apart t han th e south ern. The wide open space 

in front - in most school s ca lled a quadrangle - was known as th e 

Triangl e at St. Frank' s. 
rBoth houses were ivy -cov ered , and they looked deligh t fu l in the 

evening sunlight. Bob Christine & Co. had been for a run down 

the riv er betwee n afternoon lessons and teatime. Seniors and juniors 

were now pouring in from the pl ay i.ng f ie lds and other quart ers for 
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tea . 
ti noticed th at many fell ows we re wearing caps of the same pat tern 

as Christin e's, but co loured blue and gold instead of green and 

yellow. The se, l found, were Ancient House boys.' 
The re can be no doubt no-one on the editoria l staff in 1917 

ever dream ed that St. Frank' s stories would last so many years 

and tha t, eve n when Mr . Bro oks creased t o write any more, they 

would be reprinted in the S.O.L. until the war. furthermore, since 

1946 many have been reprinted by Howard Baker. 
Just to glance at Bob Blythe 's Bib li ography makes one' s mind 

reel to see t he title s of so many hundreds of St . Frank's stories 

that E.S.B. produ ced, the vast majorit y of them being fir st c lass. 

To c lose I would lik e to add a personal experien ce. A few 

years ago we moved house and next door was a young lad of about 

12 to 13 years of age. He ciai med to be a reade r so I lent him 

some Magne ts and them some Gems. After this I lent some Nelson 

Lees. When he return ed the:m I asked him which he pref err ed. 

He said, at once, "I l ike the St. Frank's ones best of all". This 

young man is now a headma ste r of a school in Bot swana, South 

Afri ca, tea ch ing the natives t o speak English . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

FOR SA LE: Billy Bunt er at 8u1tlin s £2. World' s Great est Detective 

Stori es £2. Chardin Masterpi ece s in Colour. Offer s. Willi am 

Does Hi s Bi t £1. Whiplash. Buck Jones. Kit Car son - Davy 

Crockett, K ansas Kid . Bound Vol. £3. The H itl er Year s, A 

Phot ogra phic Doc umentary £6. 
The Modern Boys ' Annual 1935-3 6 £5 each. Champi on Annu al 

1944, 1952 £3 each , post £1. 
Greyfriars Holiday Annual 1926, loose cove r £5, post £1. Felix 

Annual, a lit tle pencil drawing on 2 pages. Rupert Bear Annu al 

1966 £ 1.50. 
Some 20 Dand y & Beano co m ics 1980 & 1979. Offers. The Old 

Man o f Lochnager by the Pri nce of Wales - offer s. Greyfria rs 

Holid ay Annuals 1925, 1927, 1930, 193 1 £10 each. £1 postag e. 

Record : Flor ea t Greyfriars, . perimnal rem inisce nces of Frank Rich ards 

£3. Send S.A .E. Wat son, 1 Car tbridg e Close, Walton on Naze, 

Essex, CO 14 8QJ. 
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HOW MANY WORDS WILL YOU READ IN 1987? William Lister 

Ho w many words do any of us read in the course of a year? 
Let me take it further, say five yea1rs - ten years - twenty years? 
I am afraid my mind boggles at the thought. Some words are quickly 
forgotten, others live on for years, some no doubt till life shall end. 
It all depends on the writer and thie reader. Some writers create 
an amazing effect on certain readers, while some find their readers 
prefer a different style. Charles Dickens has etched his work forever 
on my mind with his 'Christmas Carol' and the 'Pickwick Papers', 
as also Harrison Ainsworth with his 'Lanc shire Witches' (especially 
effectivr if read while living in the Clitheroe district). 

However, some writers outside of the realm of the classics lat ch 
onto our minds, in the days of our youth. Take, for instance, Charles 
Hamilton and Edwy Searles Brooks. The first few tales by E.S.B. 
led me to place an order for the ;;Nelson Lee\ a decision f never 
regret. 

A decision that has led to reading and re-re ading his works at 
this late-stage of my life. Mention Handforth, Church and McClure, 
or Nipper, Archie Glenforth, Reggie Pitt, Ralph Leslie Fulwood, and 
immediately life ~like characters appea,r before me, as vivid as on 
the first day I ever read of them. Though for me, there is one above 
all other, all the more surprising because he only appeared in a fe w 
copies of the "Nelson Lee" in all the years of its existence . I ref er 
to the unforgettable "Ezra Quirke". Of all the St. Frank's tale I 
have read, I would -class the Ezra Quirke series as Brooks' masterpiece. 
Good as his tales are 1 here we have something a little unusual, a 
little above the ordinary run of school-tales. I would go so far as 
to say that the majority of St. Frank's fans will agree with me. 

l see that the introduction to the Howard Baker omnibus of 
edition of these tales, "The Haunted School", states that undoubtably 
this is the best series which ever flowed from the pen of Edwy Searles 
Brooks (approx. 300,000 words in all) . This is where I came in when 
1 ask ho, v many words do we read in a year, ot a life-time? For 
my own part it is a question I could never dare to answer, but what­
ever the answer is, I can truthfully say this series accounts for 300,000 
of them, and I have read these stories Jmore than once. 

Alfow me just one criticism. The Howard Baker volume refers 
to it as the best series that ever fl.owed fr om Brooks' facile pen. 
I would prefer to say that this se rie s reads as if i~ just flowed from 
the pen of E.S.B. But then, anyone who has ever attempted writing 
for publication would know that even if his plot inspired him, he would 
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not be able to escape the drudge ry of rev1srng page after page 

befor e i t appeared in print. Th ank you Mr. Brooks for all the hard 

work you put in , to bring to us t he un fo rgett able Ezra Quirk e. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
A LEIT ER FROM Sf. FRAN K'S By Jim Cook 

The atmosphere that is St . Frank's ten ds to evo ke questio ns 

not t oo readily answered. Question s lik e Top Hat s, 'F ags1 and 

Sardin es. Why do the boys wear t op hat s on Sundays, I wan te d 

to know . Why are ' Fags' perm i tted at boys' school s and not at 

gi rls' co lleges? And why are sard ines usually on th e menu at tea 

in the stu dies at St . F rank' s. 
There's a sto ry af one J:ames Heath eri ngton who in l 897 was 

fin ed £50 in London for wha t t he co urt descr ibed as "appeari ng 

on th e publ ic hi ghway wear ing upon his head a tall struc tur e having 

a shiny iustre anci calcu lated to fright en ti mid people" . Turns out 

he was wearing the world 's fir sl top hat ! Which doesn't answer 

my question. Fags at St . Frank ' s is a ti me honoure d perqui site 

for the senior boys, but as far as I know this privil ege does not 

extend to gi r ls in our fictional school s. 

Indig est ible squiff y sardines that have suddenly been di scovered 

in st udy cupboards at tea-tim e did not pass on to Mrs. Poul t er 's 

cat but were eate n in much the same way as an epicure would 

devo ur his fav oured piece de resistanc e. Which leads me to ask, 

what are sar din es called before they go int o t ins? Even Nipper 

couldn' t answer that. 
But these minor dist urbances do not over shadow t he joy of 

reading about lif e at thi s mo st fam ous coll ege in West Sussex. 

The seasons are well r epresented with the appropriate sport dominant 

in th e righ t period and holidays sometime s tell of Lord Dor r i more's 

famo us adventur es abroad with th e juniors. Chr istmas is well 

repr esente d, and, best of all , th e boys and girl s do not gro w old 

as we grow old , and beca use of t hat we can stay young at heart . 

We didn't get to know much about the domest ic s although 

they once went on strike for higher wages - and got them. Some­

times we learn ed a litt le mor e about th e Head ' s st aff .. . of the 

time Mr . Cro well, the mast er of t he Remove, studi ed ast ron omy 

not wi sely but too well, and had a breakd own. Many events at 

St . Frank ' s sta y in the mind f or year s, sometimes with remarkabl e, 

proph etic acc ura cy . 
But t o return t o Top H at s. It is diffi cu lt to discov er what 

l ife would be lik e at the school t oday, for so much has changed. 
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So che ri sh those stories about St. Frank' s for you will never see 

their like again. Look after those ripping yarns with the same 

devotion that Jan e Aust en had when she ironed out pages of THE 

TIMES when they were damp. 
For surely reading about St. Frank 's is the one road that leads 

to Paradise Regain ed! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

BLAKIANA 
' 

MULTI MEDIA BLAKE By Norman Wright 

Part tw o - into the 30 1s 

If Blake was behind hi s Baker St , riv a l in makin g it to the 

silver sc ree n he was well ahead in oth er w<1ys. "~urder on the 

Portsmouth Road" , a 78r pm rec ord, was issued by H.M. V., probably 

i.n the ea rly 193C·'s. The disc, nur-1ber c 2C44, was undated . The 

credit re ads simply, D. Stu art, but it would be too much of a co inci ­

dence if it were not Donal d Stuart who was re sponsible for the 

simple story . Blake was port rayed by Ar thur Wontner, star of se veral 

British Sherlock Holmes films incl uding, "Sign of four" ( 1934) and 

"Sherlock Holme s Triumph" ( 1935), recently shown on Channel 4. 

His profil e bore an uncann y resemblance to Sydney Paget' s famou s 

illu stration s of Holme s. Seven minute s is a ve ry short time in which 

to enact a detective story , but th e cast of ''Murder on the Portsmouth 

Road " made a vali ant effort and the result is passa bly ent ertaining . 

Their enthu siasm is reminis cent of a band of amat eur dramatists 

de termined at all costs to give their audience va lue for mone y. 

Of the cast of five, not includin g the dead body> only Wanter is 

c redited. The sketc h open s with Blake and Tinker driving through 

a storm. Such is the qualit y of the thunder tha t the listene r can 

al most see the sheet of t in bein g shake n in front of the microphone. 
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A shot rings out in th e darkn ess, and soon Blake and t he local 

bobby are standing over the cor pse. The dead man's brother · in · 

law, who is also number one suspect, has the best lin es in the pl ay­

let. Need less to say hi s innoc ence i s prov ed than ks to Sext on Blake' s 

sharp powers of observ ation . The st0ry is neatl y rounded off when 

the real murd ere r shoots him self , allowing Blake and Tinker to 

co ntinue on th eir way . "Murd er on the Ports mouth Road" is a uniqu e 

item of Blak e whimsy pre dat ing any commercially availabl e Sherlo ck 

Ho lmes gramoph one reco rd by over twenty years! 
George Curzo n portrayed Blak e in tw o films . "T he 

Made moiselle " ( 1836) and "Sext on Blak e and t he Hooded Terro r " 
( 1938) were cheap ly made 'Quota Quickies'. Blake enthusiasts had 

the opport unity to assess Curz on 's imp ersonation of the detectiv e 

when the latter film was shown recently on Chann el 4. The screen ­

play was credited to A. R. Rawlin son fr om a story by Pierr e Quiroule 

(pen name of W. W. Sayer) . It was dir ect ed by George K ing . The 

persona were fairly wel l por tr ayed . Mr s. Bardell was less ampl e 

than Eric Parker's illu stration s depi cted her, but equall y long 

suffering and lapsing into malaprop isms in true Blakian t radit ion. 

Tinker , as portrayed by Tony Sym pson, was made to provide li ght 

relief in a way tot all y foreign to the stories in ''Detectiv e Weekl y" 

and "S.B.L." I t seems that filnn -makers of the t hirties and forti es 

were inca pable of making dete ctive fil ms without harp ing back to 

the 'sidekick' roles as portrayed in w.esterns. A similar character 

change was made in the series of Sherlock Holmes films with Basil 

Rathb one and Nigel Bru ce. Bru ce 's Watso n was a bimbling fo ol, 

to tall y unlik e the characte r in Doyle 's stor ies. 
Curzon was adequate as Blake. He appeared authoritative, 

though rather lack ing in vitality. Mme. Julie was pl ayed by Gret a 

Gynt. The villain of t he piec e was play ed by that mast er of ham 

acting, Todd Slaughter . He revelle d in and relished such ro les. 

On viewing the film today it is difficult to believe that it was 

made in the late 1930' s. Its overt melo-dramatic s must have made 

it appear dated at the t ime of its initi al release. Yet for all its 

faults it had i ts moments and some of th e scenes in Baker St. with 

Pedro (played by himselC) curl ed up in fro nt of the fir e are t rul y 

Blakian. 
The lat e l 930's were, perhaps, Blake 's finest hour s. Hi s 

ex ploi t s were not onl y appear ing in "Detective Weekl y" and f our 

issues of "SBL" each mont h, but also in the "Sexton Blak e Annual". 

Un li ke ot her A.P . annual s, the "Sexton Blake Annual " was publish ed 

as a large soft back ed book. Originally issued with a semi -
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transparent dustwrapper its 160 pages comprised reprinted and specially 

written stories. Many artists, including Arthur Jones, Fred Bennett, 

Eric Park er and J.H. Valda provided illustrations. The first Issue 

had an atmospheric Arthur Jone s co ver . That inter est ing cove r was 

made up of two illustrations. Long standi ng detective story fans 

would hav e recognised the lower illustration as having appeared as 

a colo ured plate in the first "Champi on Annua l", mor e than a decade 

before . At that time it portrayed Panther Grayle ! The remaining 

three annuals had cove rs painted by Eric Parker. 
At about the same time a Sex ton Blake card ga me was issued 

by Waddy Productions. The side proclaimed "You've read the story , 

now play the game". The sixty ca rds portrayed Blake, Tinker, an 

assortment of ten poli ce official s and forty assorted villains like 

Major Berner (fire raiser) framer Man 1(blackmailing ag ent ) and Caesar 

B k ' • ' •' r I h ,I • ,I h n 
oms i la ssassmJ . None or tne c 1aracteis uep1cteu on t11e car ... s, 

with the exception of Blake and Tinker, had ever appeared in the 

storie s. Waddy productions would have done well to have engaged 

Eric Parker to produce the a rtw ork for the cards; as it was they 

were produ ced by an unskilled hand. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * 

CLIFF HOUSE 

and 

GREYFRIARS 

HOLIDAY QUIZ 

By MARGERY WOODS 

1. Who thought gir ls would impr ove Greyfriars? 
Who---surprisingly-- - held a rather more chauvin ist view and 

disagreed? 
2. Who stranded four Cliff House girls on Popper' s Island? 

Who was the so me what unlike ly knight errant who rescued them? 

Who got the blame? 
Who took what see med an apt rev,enge? 
And what ensued? 



3. Who was Poker Pike? 
What was his job at Greyfriars? 

4. fill in the missing names 
a) Elizabeth, •••••• a Bunter 
b) Sampson • • ••• • •.• , •• f'ield 
c) Marjorie , , , , • Hazeldene 
d) Cecil ...... • •Temple 
e) Phyllis , • •" Howell 
f) Paul • .. • "• uProut 
g) Clara , ... , , , Trevlyn 
h) fisher .. , , • , •• fish 
i) Philippa ..... ... Derwent 
j) Henry .. , • • , • Quelch 
k) Barbara • , , , .. Redfern 
i} William ,,. , , • · Bunter 

5. What was the "milk name" of Wun Lung? 
6. Master Trouble 

Who: Expelled seven boys? 
Hired eight tramps? 
3acked Prout? 
Tried to cane Wingate? 
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Whom else did he thrash? 
Who thrashed him? 
from which famous Gilbert :and Sullivan opera did Bob Cherry quote? 

7. Identify the girls behind the following nicknames: 
a) Jimmy 
b) The Icicle 
c) The ferret 
d) The Stormy Petrel 
e) fudge 
f) The Firebrand 
g) flap 
h) Birdie 
i) The Tomboy 

8. Who thought he could break the bank? 
And was rescued by Bunter? 
And was threatened with prison? 
And was japed by Wibley? 
Where? 
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9. More Master Trouble 
Who was the wor st mast er at Greyfriars? 

What was his rea l nam e? 
Which Remove boy did he set out to di sgrace? 

And why? 
Who threw a vital letter in the Sark ? 

Why was thi s master afra id of Prout?' 

Which ot her Grey fria r s mast er unwittingly returned a good turn and 

helped save the victim ? 

10. LURED OFFICIAL TARRED! 

ls th is the latest headline depicting one of the Bounder's japes? 

Or does it have other associat ions? (Two word s) 

Happy Hol s, Chums. (And answers next mont h~) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

N9 
3 {/ess f/i,e_lawney 

By TOMMY KEEN 

TESS TRELAWNEY was t o become known as the artistic genius 

of Morcov e. As mention ed in 'M orcove Miniature s' No. 2 (Do ll y 

Delane), Tess first made her presence known in th e Mor cove stor ie s 

by being the one girl left in Study JI 2 (the st udy shared by Betty 

Barton and Poll y Linton) when a blazing fire had broken out, from 

which she was duly rescued by Dolly Defane. 

From then on, Tess became one of Betty's c losest chums, but 

did not pl ay too promi nent a part in th e st ories for quite a while, 

and no ment ion of her artistic ability arose until a series in late 

1921, featuring a new girl, Olive Owe:n. Oliv e had ambitions to be 

an artist, and had decided to enter a picture at an Exhibition t o be 

held in Barncombe, Morcove's neare st town. The only other entrant 

from Morcove was Tess Trelawney , and this was the first indi ca ti on 

that Tess had a talent for painting. Tess won the first priz e, and 

Olive, at the end of the series, left Morcov e. 



Tess became the close friend 
of Madge Minden, after the two 
girls were kidnapped whilst spernding 
a Christmas holiday at Linton 
Hall (the home of Polly Linton), 
and whisked off to Morocco. 
from then on, after be .ing rescued 
by their intrepid friends from 
England and returning to Morcove, 
Tess and Madge shared the same 
study. 

From pleasant seaside or 
country landscapes, Tess's paintings 
became more professional. A 
gypsy girl, named Zonia, had her 
portra!t painted by the budding 
genius, the completed picture 
playing a.n essential part in the 
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series. Later Zt;>nia was adopted by Betty Barton's parents, until 
eventually she found her real mother. 

In 1924 came a series beginning with the story "The Mysterious 
Three" (a series which I, personally, do not consider to be from 
the pen of Marjorie Stanton). Many mysterious incidents happened, 
and Tess, Madge Minden and Trixie Hope were suspected of being 
'The Three', when a handkerchief with the initials T.T. was found 
at the scene of one of the crimes! This made Tess the chief 
suspect. However, after some subtle detective work by Tess (S.G.O. 
No. 195 - "Detected by Tess"), one of the housemaids was revealed 
as the culprit. 

In another series Tess has to leave Morcove because of her 
parents' financial troubles, bU!t, nothing daunted, she finds work 
in Barncombe as a commercial artist, and to the delight of Naomer 
Nakara, whilst in Barncombe with Betty & Co., a huge poster is 
discovered on some hoardings of the dusky schoolgirl, advertising 
a certain dentifrice, with the slogan "Dare You Smile Like This"? 
Mr. Tre lawney's fortunes are regained, and Tess returns to Morcove. 
Several years later, a brother,, Tom, is brought into a series, and 
like so many others, he had !been wrongly accused of some minor 
crime. He had run away from home (presumably), to be discovered 
by Tess and her chums, working with Dolly Delane's father at 
his small-holding on the Barncombe Road . Tom is of course cleared, 
and heard of no more. 
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Through the years , Tess becam e more t emper ament al and moody 

over her paintings (Madg e Minden was the moody girl in th e early 

days), but at the drop of a hat, sta ge deco r w i th magnifice nt back­

cloths would be comp lete d, single -hand ed, by Tess. Even 'Drury 

L ane ' wou ld not have daunted t hi s brilliant fo urt een yea r old school­

girl. Maybe, in th eir t ime, she woul d have been ser ious r ival t o 

Romney and Gainsborough~ 
Tes s Tre lawne y was anoth er of Mar jorie St ant on' s well drawn 

char acter s: popular, a good all roun der at sports , but mostl y 

rem e mber ed for her ama zing tale nt as an art ist . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

LI l<I: 

REVIEWS B,Y 
(Old Favourites, Weary 

Willie and Tired Tim.) 

MARY CADOGAN 

Bunter 8y Appointm ent by Dani el Gre:en (Hodder & Stough to n £ 10.95) 

The fi r st tiring which must be said about this l arg er and more lur i d than 

lif e nove l is that it is not set in th e o:,sy conf in es o f the Greyfri ar s Rerocwe. 

Its ou tra geo us ant i-h ero is no t the glu tton ous grub- gr abbi ng Removit e Bi lly 

Bunter , but one of his early nineteenth - c'efltury an cestors - William Fred eri ck 

Augu s tus Bunter. 
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Daniel Green takes up his adventures nnre or less at the point wile.re Bunter 
Sahib - of which this new book is the sequel - ended . Bunter is in India, 
engineering his escape fran the male seraglio of the Begum of Sumroo . he does 
so in the guise of a veiled and S'watbed Musl im \',QJ\:Ul 1 and with the help of 
Gurmakh Singh , a servant who is as rascally and as resourceful as his oversized 
master. 

The thread that runs throughout William Frederick Augustus Bunter's adven­
tures and intrigues is the theme of low cunning and cowardly expediency 
succeeding where intregrity and in1telligence might fail. Bunter arrives in 
England, makes a marriage of conveo:ience and, with the help of the wily Singh., 
establishes not only a wildly succ,essful Indian restaurant for the rich and 
farrous , but a series of Cart-a-Curry stalls throughout the country for the px,r 
and hungry. Nevertheless he ends up in Newgate Gaol - writing his menoirs and, 
one imagines , being primed for a further volume of adult cavorting. But surely 
the joke is already wearing a bit thin ( i'f sucb a word can ever be applied to 
a Bunter!) For all of us the authen1tic Fat Owl of the Remove is unique : Bunter 
grOl\'O-up is nothing rrore than a gjlmrick - and one which lacks the hand of ' the 
master• - Charles Hamilton. 

* * * * 
fflE BIG PDIC by Ann i' i lling (Viking €6.95) , with i ts action taking pl ace 
in the 1980s , harks firmly back to the traditional sc hool story. It is a chil­
aren's tale set in a girls ' boarding-school run on ol d established lines. The 
he roin e, Angela {an evocc>tive school9irl name if ever there was one!) is cata­
pulted fran her 'friendly local c;anprehensive' (when her parents go to work 
in Pakistan) into The Moat, where she is at first not accepted by her fellow 
pup il s. 1'his is a canpelling re--wo1rking of the well-worn but still addictive 
theme of the outsider gradually making good in the cballenging world of a closed 
cO!Tlllunity which initial! y rejects he:r:. Shades of Angela Brazil ' s ' For the Sake 
of the School '; of Betty Barton ' s ostracism when she first faces the snobs at 
Morcove , and of the scho:t.arship girl - Peggy Preston - who had so many early 
strug g les at Cliff House! It i s good to see the school story (which contrary 
to all predictions has not died o~t) :so intelligently treated. 

,,. * * * 

'IRE SPY 'iH:> NEVER WAS by Julia Keay (Michael Joseph £12 . 95) ,;1l so stirs echoes 
frao the old papers. Vali-Mata -Val::il, t he exotic Indones i an dancer who became 
one of Sexton Bl ake's fema l e-spy spa rrin g partners, must. sure l y have c,wed her: 
c:reaticn in the 1920' s to the real-lif e Mata-Hari · who is the sub j ect of this 
new book . Whatever the facts of h1:!r life, Mata Hari has becane a symbol of 
vampish betrayal , and of the woman who is willing to sell her services to the 
h i ghest bidder. This biography attempts to create a !T'Ore sympathetic picture 
of the surprisingly stolia:-looking Duitch woman whose sensual and pseudo-orienta l 
dancing too k most of Europe by stonti even before her exploits in the minefield 
of espionage made her internationally notorious. rt unravels details about 
her very unhappy marriage and her subsequen t. l oneliness , and suggests that Mata 
Hari was more of a victim than a vamp:ir e . 
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Although the author is persuasive , it is difficult to accept all her conclusions . 

One is reminded of Arthur Marshall 's ccmnents on Mata Hari when he reviewed an 

e arlier book arout her: ' Pr iest ess , dan cer , Lady? ••• we now know the answers and 

they ar e "never , certainly no t, and , ala s , no ."' 

* * * * 
'lBB LC.RD'S CXN>ANIQf, edited by Benny Gree n (Pavilion Books £16 .95) is a bumper 

co l le ction of snipp in gs fr an memoirs, newspapers, magazines l etters and novels, 

and frcxn Wisden, in ce lebrat ion of Lord ' s , which, apparently i s ' not just cricke t ' s 

headquarters but al so its spiritual hane '. Luminaries like Conan- Doyle and 

P .G. Wodehou se are re presen t ed, wi th many other di stingu ish ed auth ors , as well 

as conn oiss eurs of the game lik e ' Messrs. Swanton , Arlot t , Moorhouse and Heald'. 

A far cry fran the schoolboy cri cket matches of Harry Wha rton & Co ., and our other 

fictional heroes , but none the less intriguing . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * 

WANT ED: Footst eps of death, Ironsi<les smashes thr ough; Ironsides' 

lone h~nd, Irons ide s on t he spot, Dead mans warning , Alias the 

hangm an, Borgia head myste ry, Whistlin g key, Crooked staircase , 

Pai nt ed dog, Dead in a dit c h, All change for murder, Body in the 

oo t, Murder with a kiss , Blac k ca p mur ders, Petticoat lane murders, 

Murd e r on whisper ing sa nds. (All by Victor Gunn) . (No Large Pr int 

Ed iti o ns). 
Phil Gri ffiths, 2 1 Harco ur t Fie ld1 Wal lington, Sur rey , SM6 SBA. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANT ED: BFL (Fir st se ries ) by Horace Phillips. Nos. 210, The Worst 

House a t Ravenshill, 247 The Worst Fellow at Burnside; 309 The 

Honour of a Sco ut. 
Ray Hopkins, 18 Foxhunter Drive, Oadby , Leics . LE2 5FE. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE: Run o f C.D . monthl ies in mint con ditio n, 194-34 1 (260 

missing), 194 - 4 13, 4 17-423 , 415, 4:33, 444. Offers to: Robert W. 

Sto r y, 7 Barr a Lane, Broom lands , lrvi lfle, Ayrshi re , KAI l IDA. 

* * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
BOYS ' AND ADULT SC HOOL FICTION - Summ er catalogue available 

now fr om Robert Kirkpatri ck, 244 Latim er Road, London WI O - SAE 

appre ciate d. Wants Lists welcome. Boys ' and ad ult school fic tion 

a lso wanted - please offer anything in this fiel d. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED URGENTLY: Thrill e rs Nos. 530 - 531. Harry Pemb ert on, 

63A Parkend Road, Newa ll Green, Manche ste r, M238 8QP. 
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THE POSlrMAN CALLED 

BILL LOFTS (London) In answer to Ray Hopkins' interesting piece 
on Valerie Drew the schoolgirl detective. I must confess that 
I have always believed that it was based on the enormously popular 
'Nancy Drew' detective series in book form in America. At a 
la st count they have been reputed to have sold a staggering hundred 
.11illion copies ! As the series started at least a year before John 
W. Bobin' s creation, the question of who started fir st cannot be 
disputed. 

Donald Babin died in 1983 when it was reported in the C.D. 
by Brian Doyle . Personally I doubt very much if he wrote any 
of his fa the r's creation , as hie was never up to the standard of 
many of the girls' writers. Incidentally John Bobin died when he 
was only 45, and in his prime. It is correct that George Lewis 
Carlton took over the character s when Bobin died, and true that 
he 'disappeared' from the scene at A.P. 

Whether the pen-name of 'Isobe l Norton' hid severa l authors 
I don't know, but certainly there has never been any evidence that 
John G. Brandon wrote in the girls' papers - he wrote in the main 
detective fiction of adult vintage. Perusing old note-books does 
however indicate that in the Schoolgirl Nos. 554-564, 1940, "Valerie 
Drew and The Avenging Three" was penned by Reginald Kirkham. 
In looking up the issues in questi on they appear under the 'Isobel 
Norton' by-line. It is hoped in the near future perhaps to elucidate 
the authorship of the earlier Valarie Drew tales to see if the y wer e 
by the same author. 

DARRELL SWIFT (Leeds) .., The Monsters of St. Frank's" article 
by Ernest Holman in the May C.D., prompts me to mention that 
Alf Hanson spent many an hour, over a period of years, speaking 
to Keith Smith and me at our "Happy Hours" bookstaJI at the 
Manchester Book fair. Alf had a great love for Nelson Lee stor ies 
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and a terrific affection fo r the MONSTER LIBR ARY for which he 

had made some illustration s. On 0111e of the last vis it s before hi s 

deat h, he told us that he wanted ju st 2 cop ies of MONSTER LIBRARY 

for his co llecti on: he had 17 out of tbe series and had been search in g 

for the remaining two for years. We told him that we had two 

copies only on the stall, and we were absol utely astoni shed when 

Alf, on v iewing the m, stated that the y were the two copies he had 

been seeking for such a long time ! Alf's day was reall y made -

and so was ours. We only saw Alf once more after th at . Alf had 

c lose conne ction s with Northern C lub: for many years , he drew the 

Club Chri stmas card , which was always a popular it em. 

JUNE ARDEN (Leeds) I am quite wedded to Greyfriars and Bob 

Cherry ! BUT I do enjoy the artiicles about the girls, and th e 

drav:ings, a!sc the Book Reviews. 

M. Gibson (Western Au st ralia): ! appreciate the schoolgir l articles 

you have included recently as I enjoyed Betty Barton and Barbara 

Redfern for so many years, and having a numb er of volume s ob 

both , still do. 
(Editor's Note: We have received ma.ny letters of appre cia ti on about 

our fe atures -on the girls . We also continue to rece iv e many tribute s 

and expressions of thanks to Eric Fayne, whose editorship is descr ib ed 

by several reader s as giving them 'years of pleasure'. There is also 

much app reciation of Terry Wak efiel d's drawings for the C.D ., and 

our books feature s.) 

BOB WHITER (Los A ngeles): I was a little surpri sed to hear Danny 

found "L and Without Mu sic" rathe r heavy going. l suppose I was 

abut thirteen when my brother Douglas and I saw this sparkling lit tle 

gem. Even now whenever we get together we of ten speak about 

some of the amusing sequence s - how a boy is practi sing on his 

flute - when suddenly a hand snatch es it away - leaving him with 

a surpri sed look on his face and his finger s still pressing on invis ibl e 

finger-holes! finally when Tauber return s after an absence to th e 

"land", he leads th e people t o sto rm the pala ce. What amazing 

places they have hidden their forbidden inst rument s in - i.e. a doubl e 

bass up the chimney, to name one. I loved it, and of course you 

had Tauber's glorious tenor voice into the bargain! 

LAURENCE ELLIOTT (London): Re. Bill Lofts' article (page 11, 

May C.D.), Alfred Edgar could not have been transferred to Pluck 

in 1930, as it finished in 1924. Tlhis was the companion paper to 
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Champion until 1924 - two fine strong papers. Then Pluck became 
Triumph and the whole character of the two papers changed to the 
new, up and coming Thomson ]Papers type, Adventure, Rover, Wizard, 
etc., to compete.... There was another paper of the Champion/Pluck 
type, the Rocket, but this only lasted from J 7.2.23 to 11.10.24. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

.. 
it.. 
,'."r, 
:.t;:s,·z,: 

No. 224 - POPULAR (NEW SEIUF.S) No. 258. 

The Christmas number o,f the Popular for 1923 presented its 
usual wide range of stories, nearly all being Hamiltoni an reprints, 
though Morton Pike's serial albout the highwayman Claud Duval was 
in fact given sta r billing with a cover picture and pride of place 
in the paper. Even if the story had echoes of blood and thunder, 
it nevertheless went with a swing and had plenty of excitement with, 
of course, a background of snow . 

There was nothing seasonable about the Greyfriars story , which 
was an edited first half of Magnet 367 about Fa lke, the treacherous 
secretary of Mr. Bull, who was blac kmailing Vernon-Smith into helping 
him plot Johnny Bull's disgrace. There was a good deal of drama 
in this story that survived its ruthless cutting. The St. Jim's story, 
on the other hand, was a Christmas number, constituting the final 
chapters of Gem 197 about the ghost of the White Monk and Mr. 
Selby's curious guest, Mr. Wynde. This was a fine old tale that 
was not happily cut up into small segments. 

Rookwood stor ies, howev,er, could a lway s be reprinted in full , 
and "The Phantom Abbot" was by far and away the most satisfacto ry 
item in this issue of the Popular. The schoo l was very proud of 
its ghost that dated back to the Wars of the Roses, and sto rie s 
about its appearance had always been second or third-hand evidence 
until this occas ion. It must be admitted that there was often poor 
motivation for those who masqueraded as ghosts in Hamiltonian stories 
but now it was all part of a very rational scheme , and no doubt 
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would have succe eded if Jimmy Silver had not worked i t out, and 

indeed the evidence for his conclu sion s wa s all pr esented very fairly 

to th e reader . 
The rem ai ni ng it ems co mpri sed a Cedar Creek t ale and Billy 

Bunter's weekly, in t he centre pages and very unin spired. Cedar 

Creek was far mor e enterta inin g with its story about Chunk y Tod gers 

bribing a rogue to say that Chunky had saved him from drowning 

in the river, and th en the rog ue began to bl ackmail his so-c alled 

rescuer . But perh aps the most in ter esti ng ite m o f all was an adver ­

tise m ent on the back page for Billy Bunter lant ern slide s. Of course, 

Charl es Hamilton never sold the co pyright of Bill y Bunt er, and so 

the A malg am ated Pr ess co uld c lai m no roya ltie s for this, and 

presumably Charl es Hami lto n never got to know about it at all. 

I t would be fasc in atin g to know if any of th ese lantern slides still 

exist. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

NEWS OF THE OLD BCIYS BOOK CLUBS 
~~ 

MIDLAND O.B.B.C. 

* * 

Nine member s turned up for what shou ld have been th e A .G.M. 

in M ay, but several i t em s were left , to be deal t with lat er. Tom 

Porter is st ill not well enough to atten d and we miss our chairman 

badly. 
The same officials wer e re-e !lec te d 'en bloc ' for th e simp le 

reason th at t he number of regular attende rs is so small (because 

of di stan ce , illne ss and so on), alth ough we have 38 member s on 

the books . The refr eshments were provided as usual by Betty Hop to n, 

with Ivan Webster br ewin g t ea and co ffe e. We are ver y grate ful 

t o th em both fo r their generosity . 
Ther e then fo llow ed a rather dliffi cult quiz giv en by your corre­

spondent, and Ron Gardner won t he pri ze (a 'Magn et Companion 

1977' ). The final item was a gam.e, 'Tak e a Lett er', given by th e 

ac tin g c hai rm an Geoff La rdner, based on titles of some Howard Baker 
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volumes. Winners were Betty Hopton and Ron Gardner. Next 
meeting will be on June 30th. 

JACK BELL FIELD 

LONDON O.B.B.C. 

Indispositions and holidays were the two main causes of a 
depleted attendance at the June Walthamstow meeting, there being 
only a baker's dozen members present . But the latt er did have 
their reward as there were two excellent items for their enjoyment. 
Phil Griffiths' cho ice of three Desert Island books was as follows: 
Howard Baker Volume - Crime at Christmas, which includes the 
Pengarth Castle series by Edwy Searles Brooks, Union Jacks l, 
131 and 1,132. Six feet of Dynamite, Berkeley Gray, 1942. This 
shouid have appeared as 10ne Man B1it2kre1g' in No. 500 of The 
Thriller in May 1940, but this issue was never published. Biggies 
in Spain, Captain Johns, 1939 (or iginally serialised in The Modern 
Boy, 21 January to 11 April, 1939). 

After the tea break, Bill Lofts gave a very fine talk ent itl ed 
'What's in a Title". The title s of old boys' and girls' papers 

..-... mentioned were legion, and the talk was followed by a lively and 
long discussion, in which an present participated. Both Phil 
Griffith s and Bill Loft s were suitab ly thanked for two excellent 
talks. Also thanked were Chris and Duncan Harper (who made 
the tea, as this meeting wa,s unique in the history of th e Club, 
there being no ladie s present). Next meeting at the Harper's 
res idence at Loughton on Sunday, 12th July. A full tea will be 
provided: notify if attending. 

BEN WHITER 

NORTHERN 0.8.B.C. 

During the assemble and chat session of the June 13th 
meeting, welcoming cups of coffee were served to the fifteen 
member s present . Newspaper cuttings referring to the Eal ing 
Exhibition of the works of Charles Hamilton were availab le. Nine 
members had recently been tto see 'Dai_sy Pulls lt Off' and voted 
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It most successful and very well produ.ced. Arrangements were made 
for our dinner, to be held at the end of June . 

David Bradley, reporting on the W.E. Johns Meet ing to be held 
in Nottingham, confirmed its revised date of 17th Oc tober. Reporting 
on the Club Librar y, Paul Galvin said he had now catalogu ed all 
the items, and it was proposed that a catalogue/list be made as 
soon as possible. lt was our int ent ion to re-instat e th e postal librar y 
serv ice as quickl y as we could. 

A change in our publi shed pro gramme was announ ced: Bill Loft s 
would v1s1t the Club on October 10th, and not in Septemb er. 
Members and visi t ors, plea se note . 

Keith Smith brought along an item from the December 1951 
STORY PAPER COLLECTOR, 'A Country Morn ing Ramble ', composed 
by the late Gerry Allison . This was a shor t stor y with spaces which 
had to be filled, to mak e sense, by the insertion of Greyfriars names. 
Bill \>VH!iamson was the 'Ninner, with 19 correct answers out of 20. 
After refreshments, Keith pre sented hi s second item. With the aid 
of some fine examples of very o ld books from his collection and 
the use of film slides, he gave a quick history of the progress of 
early children 's books and illustrations. We were amazed at the 
quality of the colour printing of the superb illustrations. Keith a lso 
showed early forms of producing illustrations - from woodcuts . This 
item proved to be a new and most enjoyab le aspect of our interest . 
Our Jul y meeting will be on the 11th, taking the form of an lnformal 
Summer Break at th e home of our Secretary: Revd. Geoffrey Good, 
Thornes Vicarage , Denby Dale Road, Wakefield. All welco me 
assemble 6 - 7 p.m . 

JOHNNY BULL MINOR 
* * r * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * *. * * * * * 
WANI'ED: The Boys Frie nd Lib ra ry (2nd ) s er ie s . 
Biggles Learns to Fl y No. 469 The cruise of the Condor No. 617 
Biqgles in Franc e No. 501 Bigg rles Fl ies East No. 621 
Big gl es Goest To War No. 610 The Spy Fl yers No. 625 
The camels are Cani ng No. 614 Big g·le s Fl i es Agai n No. 630 
Top price paid, wil l pur chase roun d vo l umes, includin g abov e t i tles. P. Galvin, 
2 The Lindales, Poamoor , Barnsley , S . Yorks. Tel . 0226 2956 1 3. 
* * * * * * ... i-if··*-* * ... * * * * ... * * * ,. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
BUY SELL OR ~PS OID BOYS ' S'IDRY PAPERS , c:aucs AND BO'.JKS 

BO)KS:- Bunters , William, Bi ggl es, Je nni ngs , Henty , Brent - Dyer Oxenham, Magnet 
volumes. a:J.ilCS: - Beano , Dandy , Radio Fui :1, Knockout .Film - Fun Rai nbow etc. 
S'IDRY PAPERS: - Magnet , Gem, s .o.L., Champion, Botspur , Rover , Skippe r , Adventure, 
W1.zard etc. ANNUALS:- Holiday Annual, Tige :c Tim, Rainbow , Champion, Film-Fun , 
Radio Fun, Schoolgu-ls ' 0.m , Beano, Dandy etc . 
No lists at present but do let me knc,,.., what yc,u need or have for dis_posal. 
Contact:- Colin Crewe, 12B Westwood Road , Canvey Is l and , Essex. Tel . 0268--6937 35. 
Evenings: 7 .1 5 - 9 . 30 p .rn. 
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YOUR EDITORS WERE CALLING YOU 

By 

LESLIE S. LASKEY 

"u::xne into the Office , Bbys and Girls" was 
the invitation fran the Editor of "The Magnet" , 
and so, , in our imag in ations, we trooped in t o the 
"Magnet" Off i ce to discover what our Edito r had 
to tell us. 

All the Fleetway House j uvenil e weekl i es f eatured Edit ori a ls more or l ess 
regularl y . D. C. Thonson & Co. appear to have bothered li ttle wi th Editor i a l s 
in their boys • papers . I cannot n!fflelilber any myself, and there are non e in the 
f~~ Thar.!iicn papers wl"~ch I bave i n my ~ssessio.r1~ New stox--ies we.re announced 
in a panel fran tiJne to time but there was no l ink betwee n reader and editor 
to encourage cor r esp:)ndence . 

The ''Gem' s" Editori a l was headed "T'ne F.d,itor's Chat''· Both "Magnet" and 
"Gem" Editor ials wer e general l y comprehensive and worthwhile for , in addition 
to sane pre vi ew of next week ' s stories, information was often supplied concern i ng 
canpanic n pc_pa- ::; an d annuals , and the tr0nth l y Libraries. The "Magnet" Editor's 
"Rapid - Fi r e Replies" answered many queries fran readers about the Greyfriars 
characters and about the history of "The Magnet" . 

The one-thousandth numbers of both "Magnet" and "Gem" were celebrated by 
double-page &litor ial features in the centre pages of both papers. The Fm.tor 
of "The Gem" pointed out that this was, in fact , the 1048th issue ot the paper , 
an d he went on to expl a i n how there had been a fir st ser ie s whi ch had run to 
only £arty-eight issues . A photogra.!X) of Frank Richards in "The Magnet" must 
have been twenty years or so out ()f date. Presumab l y, like the characters in 
his stories, he was supp:)sed never to grC1N any older . 

The Editorials in the other Papers varied a gcxx'I deal in their size and 
scope. The "Oian)pion' s '' F.d.i torial occupied a prominent p:)Sition on page two 
and was chatty and breezy, with frequent references to the exploits of ' Orace , 
the Off i ce-boy, and that youth's 1:-ivalry with Cuthbert who i..Qrked as office­
boy for "The Triumph" next door. 

The &litor of "The Triumph" addre .ssed his readers fran a modest little 
space at the foot of page ten, ev im wnen, in September 1936, he had a spe .cial 
a nnouncement to make. After a week of suspense , the readers learned that free 
gifts were canin g in the shape of ,3. set of coloured postcards of "Speed Marvels 
0f 1936 " , i.e. i::acing cars, ' planes , railway locanot i ves etc. 

The "Triumph" Editor related, one Tuesday , how he r e turned fran hi s lunch­
break one day to find ' Orace and Cuthbert, together with the office-boy from 
the rronthly "Champion Library" Off i ce, engaged in playing. a game of i ndoor 
cricket in one of the off i ces. He s:aw the ball flying towards him and he claimed 
th at he put out a hand and cau gh t it . deftly. 
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The "ball " turn ed out to be a stale dough nut . 

No doubt these little editorial tal es w,are l apped up by the readers. They 

sug gested that Fleetway House would be an entertaining place in which to work . 

One wonders whether sane of the older boy reader s i;ossi bly wrote in to e.nquire 

whether there wer e any va cancies for offi ce- tx:>ys. 

In "Modern Boy" the Editoria l was enti tl ed "The Editor Ta l ks" . In "The 

Sch<X>lgirl " it was "Beboleen Ourselves". "Eloy' s Cin ema ' s Editorial was cal led 

"The News Reel " . 
"The Sexton Blake Library " began to feat ure an editori a l only in 1934 , under 

the heading "Consulting Roan Chat", which enabled the Editor to discu ss in sane 

det ail c urrent stor ies , and to make observa t ions about his auth ors and the ir 

work . 
'111e disastrous May of 1940 sa w the end of most of our story pape rs , both 

weekly and roonthly . '111e A. P. and D. C. Thomson & Co . adopted quite different 

ta ctics in the face of the acute paper en .sis . Most of the A. P. papers were 

pranptly shu t dcrwn. '111cmsons' ke pt all the:i r "Big Five" ooys ' papers going by 

reducing the frequ .ency of issue to fortnightly only , in add ition to cur tail ing 

the number of pages . However, in February 1941. Thansons ' found themselves 

obl iged to dispense wit h "The Skippe r". I n t he final .issue of that paper the 

Editor made an announcement of cl osur e , adding the promise "The Ski pper wil l 

cane out again " . 
But it never did . Nei ther did any of the lo st Fleetway papers re-appear 

aft er the War with the solitary exception of the roonthly "School girls ' Own 

Library' '. 
In 1940 the "Sexton Blake Libr ary ' s " F,ditori al disappeared , to be repJaoed 

by wartiJne notice s appealing to read ers to give waste JEper to salvage . 

A 1942 number of "The Wizard " had an editori al i nset which shOwed a pictu r e 

of a boy handing a large bale of pape r to a gir l ac ross a counter . Unde r neat h, 

a second picture showed the same boy handing a she ll to a gunner . The message 

was tha t the two gestures were synonyirous -· "Every bundle of waste- paper taken 

to a salvage depot means more shells for t:he Army beca use pape r has become a 

vital r aw mater ia l in the produ ct ion of fu,ses a nd canponents , and the Forces 

are counting on the shel ls YOU ca n help to mal<e". 

No doubt many copies of the wart ime boys' and girls ' papers disappeared 

in this way, which woul d explain why copies are so scarce today, particu larly 

those for the ye ars 1941-1944 , the peak years of the sa l vage dr i ve . 

In the fin al issue of "The Magnet" , in May 1940, the Edi.t or told us that 

the Old Pape .r would continue to play its p3.rt , just as it had done during the 

Great War . Be then went on to mention a Canadian reader who had a display of 

"Magnets " in h is shop wi ndc,,., in Manitoba , i ncluding a copy of the very first 

issue . 
'!be name of that reader was William Gander. 

A poignant final Editorial 
The hope s of an Edi.tor fo r the futur e of his Paper, hopes that were so soon 

to be cruelly dashed by the rapidly escalating war situation; and the first 

mention of a man who was destined to launch a new venture that would keep the 

memori es of the Old Pa pers alive and br ight for many decade s into the fu t ure. 
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IS THAT YOU, SYLVIA MARSfOl~? By Ray Hopkins 

Thanks to Margery Woods '!n the 1985 CD Annual we can now 
put a real name to that of MuJriel Holden. . Hallo, Roland Jameson.! 
And now, thanks to Bill Lofts li" the 1986 CD Annual, another clue 
to a further pseudonym used by ,~oland Jameson appears. 

The four titles given by IBill as stories never read, because 
they were left in manuscript fo~·m when the Schoolgirls' Own Library 
closed in 1940, . were already inl print as serials in the Schoolgirls' 
Weekly as follows: (words in ,-aps where they differ from Bill's) 
'The Feud in HER Family by uriel Holden: SW 795-806, Jan-Apr 
38; 'The Mystery of MARLHA GRANGE' by Muriel Holden: 823-
834, Jul-Oct 38; 'Their Foe in the Film CITY' by Sylvia Marston: 
835-847, Oct 38-Jan 39; 'They are Not Tell the School' by Sylvia 

== ~v4ar=s:t€}r=1-.---Si8=8Svt~~.t\pf~-.·~~r=,!,~.:===:1==================== 
From the above it seems at Sylvia Marston can be considered 

another pen-name of Roland Jam son. 
It would appear from th above serial dates that there was 

no likelihood of any of these rials already being reprinted in the 
SGOL because sertals, in gener l, seemed to take two years to be 
cut down to the 64 or 96 pag . size SGOL. However, the title of 
SGOL 719, Feb 40 'Her Mystery rFoe in Screenland' by Sylvia Marston 
bears a very close resemblance to 'Their Foe in the Film City'. 
A comparision of the SW seridl and SGOL 719 would reveal the 
truth. Unfortunately, both co~ ies are locked away in the British 
Museum Reading Room. But maybe, one day, an investigator will 
be able to spot the difference, o,

1 not, as the case may be. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
MEMORIES ARE MADE OF 'MA<l~NEfS' By E. Baldock 

Our Editor's reference in tllle May C.D. to associations of certain 
months and years with specifi dj events stirred many long dormant 
memories. It is quite amazing i~ow, when one sits quietly and allows 
the mind to range at will, ~ow vividly some of · those long ago 
episodes re-assert themselves an~ spring into clear focus once again. 
Little doors open and reveal tJ

1

f, ir treasures, which have long been 
stored and forgotten until some ord or scene sets them in motion. 

Indelibly etched upon my emory is a camping expedition under­
taken by a friend and myself 1in the mid nineteen-thirties. It was 
not a terribly ambitious affair 1 A small tent, a few miles only 
from home (I believe we could j not afford to be more opulent) on 
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the banks of the Rhee a little ~iP river beyond the village of 
Grantchester - an idyllic spot, a brnrky wonderland. BUT - I recall 
with amusement now - it rained alm

1
ost continuously for three days, 

an endless period in youth. We wer ie confined to the narrow limits 
of our streaming tent for much of t ,~e time, and but for my (I now 
feel) amazing forethought it could ave been a complete disaster. 
I had packed together with the ca ping gear a few copies of the 
'Magnet' for reading while sun-bathin on the river bank. These were 
issues containing the story of Warre of the fifth, which dates the 
occasion during the summer of 193 , I think. They proved to be 
life-savers~ Confined beneath the w eping canvas we Jay and read, 
dreamt, and discussed the merits of t ese stories. I believe we argued 
vehemently yet amicably, as fellows will, as to which of us more 
closely resembled Warren (a very dee nt chap in the series). Naturally 
I claimed that distinction and offere many (to me) sound and water-
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arguments for himself. Quite clearl ~ the character of Warren made 
a great impression on our minds. I recall that camp and those 
discussions as though they occured I ast year. Such was the impact 
of the writings of Charles Hamilton i pon two fellows who, surrounded 
by so many other jolly activities - including a rainswept landscape'­
always returned to them at the end ofi the day. 

**************** 1************** 
WANTED: Magnets, Nos. 349, 388, 601r, any condition or even in bound 
volumes if single copies not availablEi. E. Connolley, Dunstan Lodge, 
25 Paynes Pitch, Churchdown, Glos. GEL3 2NT. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 4 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: Any issues of "Everybod )1~" 1940/1 containing the Buck 
Rogers picture strip - any condition. 11. Follows, 60 Hipwell Crescent, 
Stocking farm, Leicester, LE4 2DL. 
**************** · ************** 
WANTED: Leave it to Conquest, Cc nquest takes all, Convict 1066, 
Meet the Don, follow the Lady, Co111quest after midnight, Get ready 
to die, Count down for Conquest, Conquest calls the tune. (All by 
Berkeley Gray) (No large Print Editio ]ls). 
Phil Griffiths, 21 Harcourt field, Wallington, Surry, SM6 8BA. 
**************** i ************** 
WANTED: Strange case of the antler ~fd man, The Grouser investigates, 
(E.S.B.) The black skull murders, Rlacketeers of the turf, (Carleton 
Ross) 
Phil Griffiths, 21 Harcourt field, Walli gton, Surrey, SM6 SBA. 
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