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ROVER BOOK FOR BOYS 1927, A goud copy COVER:
Cowhay irying fo mount 4 bucking horse L3200
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COVER: Twa buoys in h\ m.l\du\uw wld moter car cany ing
camping gear CAR Las o

BOOK EUR Hu\s . A goed plus ooy
COVER: Rickshaw racing s £35.0%)
ROVER BOOK FOR mn: 1987
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| "

copy. COVER: Cawboys playing x|
THE Jov BOOK CHILDKEN'S ANNUAL. veur g
Tittle folks LIBUO
N AL 1933 V.Govopy [SRHE A
VG L
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A very good
Rure yo

Winter scen. the €
MY FAVOURITE ANNUAL 19.
Amal Press, COVER.
I'HE WONDERFUT
HEAUTIF

Ammal - Press,
Uncle Dan,
CHRACKER ANNUALS FOR YEARS 1
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JOLLY JACKS ANNUAL 1840, VG FOXWE

BRUIN BOY
A
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PLAYBOY 1

. VG Tim the Fire
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£35.00
\ppL‘..\hr\j}
500

Tl(.nl',ll TIM'S ANNUAL 1923, N
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N i. COVER
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TIP & SQUEAK ANNLUAL 1923, 15T YEAR hmd

2000
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Alinost mint copy 17 InsiwrappeT L2
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YR mint copy s|n!|mn.npp= L1
THE COMPL CASEBOOK (,I' HERLOUK
SHOLMES from me Baoks it copy in atrmtive DW
£10.40

CHRISTMAS (S b BLAKE
DWW trom Howand Buber

CRIME AT
INVESTIGATES) Mint copy in
1974,
THE PLAGUE OF ONION MEN
STAR OF UNION JACK) Min:in VW Howant Baker
L1250
NINTH SEXTON BLAKE OMNIBUS [rom Hm\am LL.Lu
350

COLIN CREWE
COLLECTORS BOOKS
12B WESTWOOD ROAD, CANVEY ISLAND, ESSEX. SS8 0ED
NE: 01268693735 EVENINGS BEST
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CHANGED WITH E
WELCOME SUITABLE COLLECTIONS WANTED

WELCOME TODAY BACK TO Yqu YOUN(‘ER WORLD
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ars Press amd Book Club editions with
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huu\lvd« s TIAIL. =50
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S.ALL. 224 ANDFORTILAT ST, JIMS. VG L4958
CAPT. W.E. JOINS inviay wou i join WORRALS and
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I'In‘

§ ater the war. Avomplee s
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vomplete set. £75,
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THI RET OF THE STUDY L850
TALROT'S SECRET R 50
TOM MERRY & COOF ST.JIMS L850
TROUBLE FOR TOM MERRY [ER]
DOWN AND OUT £S5
CARDEW'S CATCH LR S0
THIE DISAFPE ARANCE DF TOM MERRY Ll
THROUGH THICK AND THIN £3.50
TOM MEREY'S TRIUMPH £t
TOM MEREY AND CO CARAVANNERS [REITH
JACK'S THE LAD [Ty

o
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VALS OF mmk\\oﬂn L1000
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MORE HAWK BUNTER BOOKS.....

A litile while ago 1 received copies of the four latest Bunter book reprints:
Billy Bunter's Bargain, Bunter the Caravanner, Billy Bunier's Double and
Billy Bunter Among the Cannibals. The first two are illustrated by C.H.
Chapman and the last two by R.J. Macdonald. and all four. of course. provide
extremely entertaining reading.  Brief descriptions from the publisher are
given below: in my opinion each book w ould make ideally relaxing bedtime -
or summer-holiday - reading. Of this batch my preference is Bunter the
Caravanner - but whether we follow the Fat Owl and the Famous Five down
leafy English lanes or 1o a remote. scorching South Sea island. or stay with
them in the comfortable confines of Greyfriars we can be sure that Frank
Richards' high standards of story-telling will be maintained.



BUNTER THE CARAVANNER

The Famous Five come to regret spending the Easter hols with Bunter
charge of a caravan and horse

£14.95 Ref: BB21

BILLY BUNTER AMONG THE CANRIBALS

Bunter is sent by his despairing father 10 start an otfice career  on the
South Sea sland of Lalolo. However, the Fat Owi, accompanied by his
pals, 1 taken prisoner by the local savages, and almost ends up in Their
cooking pot!

WARNING - HIGHLY POLITICALLY INCORRECT (but very funny!

£14.95 Ref: BB22
BILLY BUNTER'S BARGAIN

Bunter seeks a replacement for the worn-out armehair in his study, anc
finds a suntable bargam Littie coes he expect 11s former owner - @ good
hirg Teddy Boy cal 10 show 0 mucn interest in it
released from sl ¥ of the Famous Five however

r unwittingly gets to the bottam of the maiter and €arns a
handsome rewar

£14.95 Ref: BB23

BILLY BUNTER'S DOUBLE

Under pressure from all quarie
(physically] identical cousin Wal
temporar ly relieved, his cousin s 7
tougn act 1o follow

£14.95 Ref: BB24

Bunter ‘trades places’ with
hilst the Fa: Owl's despar s
 standards a1 Greyfriars orove 10 be a

BUNTER [HE CARAVANNER
Even though we can often recognise
old Magner plots in the Bunter books.
we can admire the author's skills in re-
vamping these 1o make admirably
crafted novels of pacey action and lively
characterisation.  The publishers are 1o
be congratuluied  on now having
reprinted 24 ol the total of 38 Bunter
books. It seems likely that before long
aven the newest of collectors will be able
1o own the complete range throu the
availability of these very attractively
produced facsimile cditions.  They can
be ordered from Hawk Books, Suite 309,
Canalot  Studios, 222 Kensal Road.
London. W10 5BN.  As many C.D.
readers will know. these publishers have
also reprinted 12 volumes of Dan Dare
adventure-strips from the Eagle.

STWUT BT TEA TR THESE FELLOWS, JERVIST



AUTHORS' DAYS....

In April [ was asked 1o speak at a weekend conference in Ludlow
organised by the Maleolm Saville Society and also at the William/Richmal
(“rnmpmn day which took place this year in Leicester. [n May [ shall be one
of the »pu.akcls at a W.E. lohns day in Hertfordshire (this author commands
twao days each vear - one in the spring. and one in the autumn). It is always
rewarding to be with others who share one's enthusiasm for a particular writer.
and these eatherings. like the long-running meetings of the Old Boys Book
Clubs. provide a great sense of friends lup and fun. [ can. of course, supply
contact addres: for C.D. readers who would like more details of Club
or of the Saville, Crompton and Johns days.  (You will see that
of the Enid Blyton Litcrary Society are given by Norman Wright
clsewhere in this issue.)

HAPPY GATHERINGS - und HAPPY READING.

mulll 2

MARY CADOGAN

ER S SR

SR I R S S A !
WHO KICKED QUELCH? Conclusion. (The author of this lively
pastiche is GEOFF LARDNER of the Midland O.B.B.C.)

THE FOURTH CHAPTER - On the Warpath

Coker of the Fifth sat in the Fifth Form e and was slowly recove his breath
when the door of his study opened 1 Potter of the Fifth gazed out at him

"What wre you sit
"Don't be ¥
ave you been Tooling with those Remove fugs again? You always come off worse.™
"l show them. 'l slaug

Never mind that now. Come into the study, Tt's time Tor prep.!

“Blow prep!"

"Better come in. Coker. Prout won't be pleased.”

"Blow Prout! TIl smash him.”

"Wha-a-1! Smiash Prou

"Not Prout. vou tool! Wibley."

With that Cok se o his feet and set off, a litle unsteadily bur determinedly. out of
the Fifth Form passage.  Potter shook his head in bewilderment and went back into the
study, remarkin, 1e that Coker had finally gone off his rocker.

As Coker descended the stairs from the Fifth Form passage the sound of hammering
and multled shouting was borne upon his cars, On ng the ground floor it was obvious
that the noise was coming [rom the Sixth Form studies. A briet investigation indicated that
Loder's study was the source of the commotion,

"What's the matter. Loder

“I'm locked in. you fool. |s that Coker? Let me out!"

"Haven't you got the ke

"Or course 1 h.mm gol the key. you blithering idiot. Let me out. 1 s

"Where is the key?"

“In the owside of the Tock. 1 im:
me out. will vou!" Loder's voice rose

inc. where that young blackguard, Wibley. leftin. let
MosL to a seream,
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Wibley ? I'm after Wibley . Where s he?
swill vou let me oul. Coker, you gibberin,
‘Look here, Loder. if you can't answer a civil question
Al rght!' Wibley's wandering abow dressed as Mossoo, Now will you let me out?
I'm going o murder m'™ Loder was practically foaming at the mouth by this time.

Coker looked dowa and. secing the key in the lock. wrned it. The door was flung
open and Loder, wering @ murderons expression. thrust Coker out of the w and rushed
down the passage.

“Look here. Loder!

But Loder was goae amd Coker. his ru
cornidor after him.

od face flushed with anger. ran down the

THE FIFTH CHAPTER Bags of Boot
As Wibley passed the end ol Masters” Passage his heart sank.  Emerg
study was the alar tormy of Mr. Queleh, his Form Master,
Al Monsicur Charpentier. I was lnoking for vou. I wish to ask
sater. mon cher Guelche Tamon z Y Wibley seuttled away.
My Queleh zave an exasperated hnde click of his rongue. He was on his v
his evening stroll i the uad but would have been gl
minutes in order o discuss the shorcomings ol cert

¢ 1o Lake

ad 1o delay that pleasure for o few
n members of the Remove i the

French lessons.

As he stepped oul lowards the quad he could see the seurrying figure of, apparently.
the French master abead, Wihley Cin s . w ware that his Form Master was close on
s heels and dared not twm up the stairs o the Remove passage n case he was tollowed
there and exposed. There was nothing for it but to continue into the lobby and out imto the
darhemng quad. Rapudly e scuttled out of the door of the House. down the steps and.
ming o he left made tor e walk under the old elms. Reaching the first of the big elms
e dived behind it secand befme Mr. Queleh cierged from the House

The Remove Form Master pecied i dusk and. after a momont’s
hesitation and a mutteed “Humph!" wmed o the pat ath the windows of
Aaster studies. Wibley watched is back disappear . breathed @ sign ol
rehiet and emerzed from his hiding place. He had taken only two steps towards the door of
e House. however, when it opened a 3 pt back into Inding.

He Tad not wanted o dentity w hoever had emerged but within a few seconds the door
apened yer agan and o familiar veice was he
ook here, Loder! What do vou mean by <hoving me.

“Shut up. you habbling fool!  Wibley's out here. T saw his gown as he went throu
the door. S0 be guict ot Il never cateh hime.. He'll be hiding amongst the elms 1 shouldi't
wonder,” And Loder sat oft down the path. pe ring from side to side in the gloom.

Coker pausad tor g moment. nonplussed. then, apparently de that. havin:
guarrels with both Wibley wnd Loder. he ought with luck be able o settle his score with a
Jeast one of them, set ol in puistit.

As their footsteps died away. Wibley emerged from cover for the second tme. only 1o
Jeap back yetagam as e heard. close at hand. the voice of bis Form Master. h

"Monsicur Charpentier. is that you? s there someone with vou” | heard voices.

Wibley pressed closer to the trunk of the grew elm behind which he was hiding.
Unfortunately Mr. Quelch. renowned for his gimlet eve, appeared also o possess a gimiet
car. m  aanner of speaking.

mWho is there? D heard i movement.” Mr. Queleh siepped ofl the path and began w
peer between and around the clms. Wibley held his breg h. :
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Loder, meanwhile, having drawn a blank along the path. and hearing sounds behind
him. turned. gesticulated angnly to Coker to be silent. crept back along the
Coker. not to be outdone, followed a pace betind.

As they progressed. peering among the trees. simultancously cach caught a glimpse of
a shadowy gowned figure. close to the trunk of an old elm and bending forward. as if
listening. Simultancously cach leapt towards the unidentified back and simultancously each
swung a y boot at it

Simultaneously there rang out two anguished yells and two gowned fi s
headlong o the earth, one of cither side of the old ¢lm. One of them, after one briel
involuntary cry. became silent, Wibley, aware that Mr. Quelch was close at hand, realised
that it would be very wise to restrain his natural feelings. Mr. Quelch himsell. on the other
hand. was under no such inhibition.

"Ow! Grear Heavens! Oh! Oh | have been attacked. Help!™

For a tew seconds Loder and Coker stood rooted 1o the spot in horror. Each had
thought he was kicking Wibley. But the voice they heard was beyond doubt the voiee of
Quelch. It seemed to cach of them that he had made a terrible mistake. As one man they
turned and fled wowards the House.,

Fortunately for them. it being
entered unobserved.  Each fled 1o his study. there 1o sitin horrid
consequence;

Meanwhile Wibley's mind had worked

2

prep time. the lobby of the House was deserted and they
cipation of the likely

idly. Knowing that both Loder and Coker
had been looking for him and 1 Mr. Queleh had been close b\ iwwas clear to him that
one of them h.ld attacked the R‘.mu\ Form Master i mistake for himsell. Which one it
wis e had no idea but it was borne upon him that if he was discovered in the vicmity it
would be difficult to prove that he had nor done it himself.

As Mr. Quelch lay and roared and the two seniors wened tail. Wibley scrambled o s
feet and ran deeper into the trees. There, panting lor breath. e paused and with a few deft
movenments removed his disguise. The wig and Talse beard he crammed into his pocket, the
body padding and gown he rolled into - ball swhich he hurriedly thrust up into the brinches
above. 1o be recovered atsome futare date.

Wiping the greascpaint from his face with his handkerchict as he went. he crept
towards the door of the House. He had a tew moments’ start on Mr, Quelch. who, had
Wibley but known it had only just risen paintully o his feet. Atier filty the effect of a
hefty Kick s very difterent from what it is at lifteen and 1t was taking Mr. Quelch a hitle
while 1o recover sufficient cquilibrium to begin to ke his way o the House

Like the two seniors betore him Wibley was fortunate to [ind the lobby deserted. He
move stiircise unobserved,  As he entered his study
n and Rake were putting away their books, having finished their prep.

"Phwhere have ye been, indade, Wib.? said Desmond. "Tis ver prep ve've missed.
entoirely."

"Oh 1 - Pyve been practising o part™ replied Wibles, "1 forgot prep. I'd better stat
now."

Well. we're off 1o the siaid Rake. and the three left the study.,

Wibley begun slowly 1o sort out his books. his brain sl in o whirl aftes the wnasing
events of the last hour. Before he could open them. however, Ruke was back in the study.

“Never mind vour prep for 4 few minutes. Come on down to the lobby, Someth
huppened 1o Quelch. He's raving.”

Wibley quickly followed Rake 1o the oot ol the Remove staircase where a crowd off
I-.Il()\\-. had gathered around Mr. Quelch. who was walking o Mr. Prout, the Fifth Form

On the other side Wibley could see the anxious faces of Coker and Loder amongst
a Lrnu-d of seniors.




swhat! What are you saying. Mr. Queleh?  You say you have been assaulied. by a
boy of this school. @ Greyfriars boy?  Impossible. Sir'" boomed the fruity voice of Mr.
Prout.

"I repeat. Sir 1 have been caulted - kicked. Sir. from the rear. | have no proof t
the perpelralor wis a boy of this school but it is a schoolboy's trick, Sir. and 1 have litle
doubt that a Greyiriars boy responsible. 1 had detecied someone lurking amongst the
clms and he has carried oul this disgraceful altack in order o escape me while 1 was - was -
incommoded.  He must be found and punished with the utmost severity. I shall dema
that he be flogged. Sir. flogged. andd then expelled from the school

"Bless my soul! This i outrage. 1t is unprecedented. Mr. Quelch. unparalleled!
The villain must indeed ind and the most extreme punishment administered.  But
allow me o 1 you o your study.” And. amm inanm. M. Queleh was led away by Mr.
Prout.

bley swallowed b He realised how narrow had been his
aeross the Hall he could see the exprossions of reliel dawni
Coker. He smiled grimly He did not know which of them had kicked Queleh bur it w
Clear that each of them thought himsell the guilty party.

The alfair was a nine days’ wonder. Extensive enquiries Tailed to reveal any clues as
to the culprit. Loder. having i study o himsell merely had 1o pretend that he had been m it
Al the time. Coker was uncharactenstically quict and subdued. 1t Poter and Greene had
any thoughts abowt Cuker's absence from the study during prep that night. they kept them o
themselves.  Aller all. lite was ditficult enough with Coker but it would be even more so
without him. or at least without the liberal supplics which flowed from his generous pocket.

Wibley's studymates had aceepted his explanation without guestion. They were us d
1o his losing all sense of ime when e ed in thearricals.

His revenge was comple On the Tollowing moming
with a savage scowl on his face. Wibley raised his hand
Loder. Remember. [ know who kicked Quelch.”

The samie happencd when he met Coker and. for a long time afterwards. any thr
anee on the part of cither Loder or Coker wis met by a grin and disposed ol with 4
ele guestion:

"Who kicked Queleh™

s Loder strode towards lrm
ned grinned, saying "Hold on.

veng

THE END

R

A TRIBUTE TO TERENCE CUNEO 1907-1996 by Desmond O'Lew
When Terence Cuneo passed away on January the third this year. the reaction of so

many disparate groups and their sense of loss revealed how deeply this artist hiad touched

the hearts and minds of the nation.
First and foremost. T suppose

he was most promiment in the field of
Jlustration. Then he was famous for his portrats of the Royal Fanuly amd was the
artist of the Queen and the Queen Mother. A

ilway
avouriie
« an official War Arst. something the TIMES
suid "he was designed by nature o he''. he produced superh work right through World War
Twao. while his military and reimental portraits as well as his vivid depictions of Brush
forces in action hang in positions ot honour in many messes, one of the last being that of the
k of the Scots Guards at Tumbledown in the Falklands War,

He was the son of Cyrus Cunco who had used the prize money won in the boxing-rin
1o quit the USA and study an in Paris with Whistler. There he marnied a fellow student.

i
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Nell Tenison. Settled in London, they both became respected and successful illustrators, so
voung Terence grew up in an environment where drawing and painting were an integral part
of life.

THE REGKIN TAKES 4 DESFLRATE CHANCE!

From Gresfriars Holiday Anniwal 1937

Cyrus died in 1916 but even by then his son had already discovered two of his future
obsessions: horses and railwiys. By the 1920s he had made an impression with his
"Pitwork” series on Le Mans and other motor racing circuits. In the 19305 he was working
on. among others. the ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS and PICTURE POST.



The Second World War took him w France in 1940 and stimulated him 1o produce
come of his best work as a War Artist. As wel this work and his productions for war
propagandit.he was responsible for a production about which Terence Mullaly of the
GUARDIAN wrote in his obituary “There can be no doubt t long atter painters who
oday hgure prominently in hooks on twentieth century art are forgotten, Cuneo's TANKS
AND HOW TO DRAW THEM. published in 1942 with many illu ations, will be eagerly
<ought after. So too will the other work he was doing at that ime.! i

From Champion Annual 1940

A gripping siery of the days when war came 12 England

BY ROBERT JAMESON

After the War Cunco was in constant demund.  He had the honour to be chosen as
ificial artist to depict the seene at Westminster Abbey during the Coronation of the Queen
in 1952, 1t was while engaged in working on this demanding and large (11 feet by 8 feet)
puinting that his cat deposited a field mouse at his feet. As a diversion he painted it and
soon this linle creature became his “trade-mark". appearing in all his subseque i
1t hecome so well-loved in its various costumes that Cunco entitled his autobis
wer' (1977,
ypically. the last ¢ rd he sent 1o friends at Christmas 1995 bore a picture of the
"Mouse of Commons'. One of Cuneo's most endea characteristics was his playful, and
‘nelish. sense of humou
When he died. full of years and honours (OBE 1987: CVQ 1994 | venture 1o st
that he would perhaps have taken more pleasure in some of the more personal

very
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achievements: having a locomotive named after him: riding the range with American
cowboys and being elected an honorary Town Marshall; designing the centenary stamp
issue of the GWR: riding in Billy Smart's circus: chatting on the footplate with engine-
drivers and firemen as he sketched the scenes of steam trains which communicate |
others a sense of excitement and power.

For us hobby cnthusiasts there's something more.  Although only the DAILY
TELEGRAPH gave any details, Cuneo had been commissioned by Monty Dell. editor of
CHUMS in 1928, to illustrae pirate serials.  He subsequently worked for CAPTAI
BOYS OWN PAPER, MAGNET and the CHAMPION ANNUAL. My own interest v
aroused by his illustrations for Perey F. Westerman. particularly those for some of the Alan
Carr storics. | was already familiar with some of his excellent work in the CHAMPION
ANNUAL. including at least one story written as well lustrated by him ("The Railroad
Raiders” CHAMPION ANNUAL 1937).

Let me end with an aneedote which seems to me to illustrate this artist's down-to-carth
quality.

In 1975 he painted a portrait of the Queen with some of her dogs. As THE DAILY
TELEGRAPH tells it: "The painting found favour with its subject but not with the Royal
Academy which removed it from its summer exhibition. Too chocolate-hoxy and with no
artistic merit.” pronounc ademinician,

"Little twerp. riposted Cuneo.”

&
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CHARLES HAMILTON'S FIRST SCHOOL STORY? by Bill Lofts

Men Behind Boys Fiction was published as far back as 1970, when the e Derek
nd 1included a number of special features 1o interest the reader. Amon; then wis
mal Tist of all the various schools ereated by Charles Hamilon. from the first known
1l the last. around 19350, This made a grand wotal of 107 different schools with thewr own
pupils and backgrounds, Al that time. now some 26 years ago. | ventured my opinion thi
s certain. when all boys papers had been examined that more would be discovere 1
ents through the vears have indicated my remarks to be true.

Another ten stories have been found. including two carlier than proviously known
Kenvon Acadeny in Worlds Come on 28th Mareh 1900, A serial about a str chost i
ditferent forms - with a German Master in almost the leading role. The second school was
St. Cecifia’s which appeared in the comic Larks in two parts entitled 'Sent 1o Coventry' and
started on January 27th 1902,

Even though it was rewarding 1o discover two earlier tales. Tam sll convineed that
other earlier ones may still be found.  Consider the facts known. Charles Hamilion was
born in 1876. In his Autobiography he stated that he wrate his first story when he was L7
(but did not indicate the themer. This makes the period 18934, E has been named
as the source of one publisher. and 'Roberts’ the other.  Brent publications have been
amined but nothing found, though some stories were anonymous. and Hamilton might
have used a nom-de-plume. "Roberts' [ also think was a romance story publisher.
know that in the Trapps Hoelmes publications Hamilton used the pen-nane of 'Rose
Briarwood' for his romance tales.

Earliest storics known appeared in the Alfred Hanmsworth {nion Jack 1895,
Harmsworth's was. of course, the forerunner of the famous Amalgamated Press of later
vears.

It seems incredible that Charles Hamilton was writing for six years before he penned
his first school story. During those carly years he was pouring out hundreds of short stories
and serials on every subject under the sun.  Sport‘adventureshistoric I'detectivescrime
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Russiwthe Corsairs'the Boers out in Alrica. plus the everlasting Mexican revolulion were
always g 1d rush in the Klondyke was another popular theme.

Of course it could have been the policy of the publishers only to commission him 0
write thri rics. because school tales were penned by S, Clarke Hook who became
famous for his k. Sam and Pete characters in the Hamsworth set-up - they even
appeared ina Gem story once I believe. at a much later d

Tt would be safe 10 say that many of Charles Hamilton's early school storics were
nothing more than ‘pot-boilers’ but o be fair he was only just starting our in this Hield. His
style had not developed to his later brilliant characterisation ol schoolboys and masters.
Even so. one finds in odd stories real gems, and none more than the previously known tale
of Redelytfe School in Best Budger in 190, paper was actually the continuation of
Larks for eight issues. then it reverted to the old title agai

The lirst story in No. 8 dealt with "The Schoolday at Redelylte. He
wats @ fag o apr L as well as heing a splendid boxer. able to look after himsell. hingle
wirs also
remarkuable net tale well as being extremely amusing.

The more one thinks about it the more ble it seems, Most school story wniters
only manage a few ditferent sehools in their lifetime, vet here is an author who created 7
feat which 1 doubt will ever be beaten. especially n these days of spuce’computer ind
science tiction wopics taking over trom the old fashioned schoal stories. Most records tod:
are based on what [ term the absurd varicty of who can eat the most buns in five minules,
or who can stand on one Jeg the longest. A genuine literary feat is not recognised. and this
neglect is more deploruble when the author gave enormous pleasure 1o mitlions in his day.
as well as teaching boys and girls the highest principles of life.

ke like Christopher Carboy ot Greyfrias fame. The story

Bk %R R R R ¥ ok ok

The W.E.Johns Quarterly Magazine
First published i Octaher 1989 Huggles & Co 13 ot son profit making A3 sized|
lstraed magazine, w full colour covers. wieh forty-four pages of artcles and)
stories by and about W E_duhns. the creatir of Biggles M ineaur seventh year,
the Winier 1995 vehtion tanmber 251 ncluded @ complete Begles story: amd a
efction arsicle b dohs The Spring 1996 edinon serll b published during
Muarch

UK Anmmal Subscriptin dour ssaes) €12, Single cope Back isoies £4. 80

Furope Annual Subseripion £13.20 Single cupy Back ves 14 30
Ftsewhere Anmmual Subscripnion £17.00. Simgle copy Back wsues £3 25

For more detanls on the magaztos please wrike o

b Trendler, 1 Ashendens Rood Heyford, Heris St713 5%

200 and
FREY

ANTED: The following back issues of CD: 35 S50, 350, 548, 403, 200
many issues hefore 200, | am also interested i CD annuals. G
‘ BRADLEY. 9 Vicurage Hill, South Benllect, Essex, 387 1PA.




PART I

Arguably the most prolific of all the nruy artists and illustrators of the papers of our
youth. Savile Lumley. remains virtually an enignia - even that Sherlock Holmes of our book
collect raternity. the indefatigable Bill Lofts, hasn't had much luck in locating any acts
about this elusive pen. pencil and brush wiclder. It my memory serves me correctly. I seem
1o remember Bill suggesting 10 me that it was probubly o made-up name. taken from 1wo
surnames.

Be that ats it may, | made the cover drawing from a rather fuzzy photograph in the Boyvs
Own Annial of 1917-18. Among the many publishers tor whom he drew. his work may be
found in some of Herbert Strang’s annuals - a name we know was certainly made up from
Iwo sources (see Brian Dovie's excellent Who's Who of Boys" Writers and Hlustrators,
1964).

Robert Crewdsan. to whom | am indebied for the "photo”, also did some research in
the Oxford library on artists and ilustrators. - (Readers will remember the various
Robert Crewdson and his father have supplied o the Antiquarian book Momthly Review.
These include features on Major Charles Gibson. Captain FS. Brereton and. of course,
George E. Rochester. | also seem 1o remember one on Perey Westerman.) Apparently he
tound several with the surmame Lumley - but the nearest o our artist wis one Augustus
vile Lumley. who exhibited from the 18505 to the 18R0s, Could this nun have been our
Artist's Tather. uncle or other relative? [ suppose most of us remember him best as the
secondary illustrator of the Rookwood stories tiollowing Wakeficld. as it were)

Supporters of the St nk's saga will recall his work, notably in the 2nd New Se
of the "Nelson Lee which opened in 1930 (Nelson Lee's Detective Academy). By any
standards. his output was truly amazing! T am constantly surprised to find his work in all
manner of publications. Furthermore, he never seemed 1o hesitate to wm his hand to any
number of different subjects. be it wesiem, pirate. pure adventure, school-boys or even
children. The pictures surrounding his likeness. taken from various publications over the
veurs. give some indication of his versatility.

How good an artist was he? In my opinion. | would class him as a very competent.
rather than a brilliant. artist. but I've always had a soft spot for lis work. His style 1s
unmistakable and. in any case. most of his pictures were signed in full. the smaller (or
thumbnail) sketches merely having his initials SL appended at the bottom.

cles
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Ceeil Fanshaw's story The Rogue. which h

coloured plate o supplement the Tine
drawings. These last named will be found on pa 1

¢ 160 (the plate facing the tite page)

ed 1930 annual: "OIM" shows a
pillion rider being bumped off the rear seat of 4 motore cle. His coloured plate. "At Grips
with the Devil Fish!" on page 25. illustrates an incident from the story Demen of N'Gombi
River by Ceeil Fanshaw. By some strange quirk. another amed Mays, did the
hlack and white drawings. A sepia plate fucing page 97 entitled "How the News of
Trafalgar came 10 Rookwood School!”. and the ilustrations to the story on page 103 by

titled Hippomohile more examples of Lumley's versatifity.

31 wnual featured another frontispicee by our artist. This was called “Caught”.
I had two copies. neither of which had the plate! 1 happened 1o mention this inaletter toa
fellow collector and. 1o and behold. T was sent & photocopy. Eric Fayne used 10 say that the
C.D. was sent 1o the nicest people in the world. T heartily concur. Thanks 1o my good
friends Eric Lawrence in the homeland. and John Tipper down under. 1 had my wish
fulfilled® "Salvation from the Sky" was a nice coloured plate that went well with the line
drawings for the story €506 Reward by Cecll Fanshaw and will be found on page 167 (the
plate faces page 170).

(To Be Concluded)

T EEEE R

WANTED: original artwork W.E. JOHNS e
Space. drawn by H. Leigh. Stead. Studio Stead or of course by lohns.
Christmas cards or prints advertised in Popular Flving in the 19305
illustrated by Johns, Leigh or Stanley Orton Bradshaw, Playing cards. with
Adreraft design signed Johns.  British Air League albums ilMustrated by
/ azines. models.  Skyways magazines,  Murder at
. Johns, J. Hamilton Edition.
JOHN TRENDLER
4 ASHENDENE ROAD. BAYFORD. HERTS. 5G13 8 PX.
Tel: 01992 511588,

d ok ok ow ok ok ko &
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[s unybody willing 1o help a 'Red Circle’ collector! |
[ will pay a premium on top of cost for photocopy of certain
ne-war and war-time Red Circle stories. approx 100 editions.
Phone BRIAN BUNKER
0181 647 4900 il able 10 help.
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SOME JOKES FROM FAVOURITE OLD PAPERS (sclected by Leslie
S. Laskey)

Old Tramp: "Have you any old clothes, mum™ Lady: "Yes, Here's a waistcoat you can
After going away the tramp found a five-pound note in one pocket. and so the net day he
went to the lady in.

Tramp: "t five-pound note in that waisteoat”
Lady: "Oh. my fave vou come 1o bring it baek?”
Tr.n‘np‘ o Ive come for anether waisie !

From THE CHAMPION, 6th May 1922

SHallo! not workin' now’ gl
"N 1 got the s
"What fo
FBoss said he wis Josin' money on the things I was
clse i
SWhat were you makin
“Mistakes'

kin', and that T eouldn't do anythin'

From THE ROVER, 25th November 1922

Old lady (1o beg at doory - "What's this paper? You'll b

¢ 1o tell me what it says. for |

haven't my glasses'™s

Please. mum. it says Lam deal and dumb and can vou spare me a copper or two!™

From THE WIZARD. 12th April. 1924

“an | osee the mard

Caller

Otfice-boy: "He's out”.

or. plesise?”

Caller: "Can 1 see the under-manager. then ™
< UHe's owt”.
well, P just wait by the fire”.

Office-boy: "That's out. !

From THE RANG

R. 25th July 1931
“The house shook”, said Brown. describin,

“Cups and saueers flew all over the place
“Great Seoti!” exelaimed Jones. FThat reminds me - 1 lorgot o post my wite's leter!”

an carthquake he had experienced abroad,

From THE GEM. 1tth August 1935

e



THE RAWNEE NECKLACE by Reg Hardi

(UJ No. 468, 28.9.1912: THE REGENT STREET ROBBERY by Andrew Murray.
illustrated by Harry Lane).

It all began with the arrival of a wealthy. newly-married, young couple, Derek and
Blanche Valters. from Canada. to spend their honeymoon i London. At a jeweller's in
Regent Street, Derck purchased a matchless coil of Mashing diamonds for his beautiful
voung bride - a necklace fit for 2 queen. The whole transaction was seen through the shop
window by u crippled beggar lurking outside. This man was Count Tvor Carlae in disguise.

Lveny PRIDAY. Yol XVII. o, 208 Mow Bories.

e JNION JACK. 1d.

<= THIS WEEK'S GREAT DETECTIVE STORY. &

j-The Regient Slreel

No. | of Our Great New Series of COUNT
IVOR CARLAC v. SEXTON DBLAKE
— Stories,

ZARLAC et ey
7‘4%&{5\1% : SPEGIALLY WRITTEN TO APPEAL TO EVERY- ;
b _y BODY'S TASTE IN LITERATURE, YOUNC AND OLD. &

CHIEF CHARACTERS IN THIS STORY.




Madrid and St
s than any of

Crime was Carlac’s Tobby and his livelihood, a
Petershurg had been his hunting-grounds. But London
the other cities, and the ard] —eriminal fancied his chances in pitting his wits against the
police.  His military career had been briet but inglorious.  Howcver, it had taught him 1o
and travel by compass, two very usclul accomplishments.  He was an
OppOTUNIst. the most dangerous type of rogue. and his schemes always had an element of
chance running throf them. He had a great head. erisp black hair, hard, callous eyes and
cruel lips. He was tall. Froad shouldered. with two powertul anms. strong enough 10 crack
4 man's ribs. Despite it evil lines, his tace denoted that at one time he had oceupied no
small place in society. His voice was curi susly deep and that of a culwred man

Carlae needed funds to set up a ¢n ninal oreanisation m London. so he burgled the
valters's cottage in Hampstead and sole the Rawnee necklace for which Derek had paid
three thousand seven hundred guineas. Derek enlisted -he aid ot Sexton Blake. who with
Tinker and Pedro, after some hair-breadth encounters with Carlac and his evil minions.
eventually Jocuted the reckl which was in the possession ol one of them. Swagger
Harry. and restored it 1o s htful owner. Carlac escaped, but Sw, r Harry received a
term of imprisonment.

In Beyond Reach of the Law by G.H, Teed (U.J. No. 485). the very fist wle in the
Yvonne series, it daring robbery was perpe ed by the adventuress and her Uncle Jack at
4 famous Bond Strect jewellery cstablishment. A valuable string of pewls was removed
and a worthless repli Ibstitited under the very nose of the Proprietor: here. too. Bluke
was commissioned to effeet its retrieval, which he carricd out successtully.

Andrew Murray (1880-1928): his first contribution to The Union Jack was Sevion
Blake - Boxing Trainer (no. 388, £.3.1911) and Count Ivor Carlac was introduced 10
readers the next year in The Regenr Street Robbery, Other characters, like Professor Kew
(e wizened surgeon wmed criminal). the homourable John Lawless, Humble Begge and
Count Bonalli (The Ow)) followed. Six of his {pion Jack stories appeared sometme Later
in Deteerive Weekly under his name but with different titles. The Regent Streer Robhery.
which wus one of these, was renamed Danger in Diamoencds.

Murray also wrote for the Sexton Blake Library ccond Series). curiously. No. 80,
The Barh Chair Mystery Teawred Nelson Lec and Nipper! Two of his S.B.L titles were
subscquently published in the Bay nd Library (Second Series) under the pseudonym
of John Andrews, His Blake stories also appeared in Answers Weekly and the ‘Penmy
Pictorial’.

Sometime before his demise Andrew Murray ce sed writing, but Count Tac and
Professor Kew continued 1o figure ex for the {nfon Jack written by H.H.C. Gibbons
whu is better known to readers by his pseudonym of Gilbert Chester.

1 Vienna, Paris,

map-re
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WANTED

Howuard Baker Magnet Omnibus Vols 18, 24 and 39. H.B.
Greytriars Book Club vols. 2.3.4.6, 77.78.79 and 84,

For private collection. best prices p d.all in mintor V.G. condition
please.

M. CARTER. 41 ASH ROAD. DENTON. MANCHESTER. M34
2WE.
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BLAKIANA

A MANY FACETED AUTHOR by Bill Bradford

Our Editor has appealed for contributions in this arca so. as a tormer
librarian for the London Club. [ should uncarth my typewriter Gand Tippex). |
cannot claim 1o be an authority on Brooks so will contine mysell 1o recalling

various stories in this realm. T first discovered the NELSON LEE about 1932
during the 2nd Series. It did not do much for me and | preferred the
BULLS which scemed lar more exciting.  About 1935 1 started on the
H(EIO()I BOY'S OWN LIBRARY and thoroughly enjoyed the St Frank's
issucs, particularly the holiday adventures I. where Brooks' fertile
imugination came into its own! Tn 1939, in the DETECTIVE WEEKLY . [ first
read THE CASE OF THE ANTLERED MAN. rewritten from UNION JACK
No. 1357 (1928) \ mllL later 1 encountered 'Tronsides ol the Yard' by one
Victor Gunn. ¢ 1 had read some stories of Norman Conguest by an
author named Bukg!u Giray. but did not care much for these,

Alter a lapse of muny rs. in the late 1930 1 read @ number of Gunn
stories per the local Public Library. all of which were thoroughly enjovable. 1
do not recall seeing any Gray hooks at that time: perhaps [ was not looking
very hard!

When | joined the Club I met Bob Blythe. who was 10 become a very dear
fricnd. As the Nelson Lee Librarian. he inveigled me into borrowing from his
vast collection and 1 then encountered the Monster Library for the first time.
When Boh dicd. in the absence of any other volunteers. [ took on the Library.
as 1 could not watch his vears of effort fude away. | served in this capacity
from 1983-1990 and made many friends from sundry borrowers. My of
these were my age, or older. and found the print in carly N. Lee's too small for
their eyesight. so | converted many to MONSTER! S or S.0.L.s.

Lno]\.m" buack on an author whom 1 admired and enjoyed. without being
one of his more devoted admirers. my strongest and most enjoyable memories
are us follows:
NELSON 1 Old Series Nos. 542-549  The Ezra Quirke series 1925
NELSON LEE Ist Series  Nos. 36-43 1st Northestrian Adventures 1927
DETECTIVE WEEKLY  Nos. 304-317  Case of the Antlered Man 1939
(Repeat of Hardback published by Harrap in 19351

=
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1 fear 1 have omitted the odd stories, by Brooks. under the pen names of
Reginald Browne and Edward Thornton. published in numerous formats.
generally by Gerald Swan. but these were almost entirely based on Nelson Lee
Stories. However. | should mention the three stories he wrote for SCOOPS in
1034- "THE MARCH OF THE BERSERKS' I read and enjoyed on
publication. Few anthors were chosen for this early Science Fiction story
paper. which only ran for 20 issucs. w hich suggests that Brooks was then
acknowledged as a most imuginative writer.

Today. | still re-rcad some of the VICTOR GUNN hooks and consider
William Cromwell (Ironsides) one of Brooks' best creations. Over to you!!

EEE R EE T

THE MAESTRO by Ted Buldock
The general so likes your music. that he desires you.
for love's suke. to mike no more noise with it

#

Shukespeare. Orkelio.

It was true that Hobby preferred to admire old Claude's compositions
from a sale distance. 1t was only with difficulty that old Claude could
ever persuade him o listen 1o them.

Frank Richards. 8illy Bunier's Postal Order

Genius comes in many shapes and forms - und sounds,  The afternoon pe is
shatteredd. no other term will serve. by cacophony of crashing and discordant chords and
cadences of & hundred sealded cats in oment. Claude Hoskins ol the Tourth form at
Greyfriars 1s geting busy on the opening movement of his twenty-second piano concerto in
G [lat major.

The marble bust of Becthoven i id 10 gaze down from its perch on the music
cupboard with a pamed expression whenever old Cluud going on the piana. This
may be pure hearsay. though it would ot of course. have been the least surprising.
Claude's music (73 seems (o have had a similar ¢lfect on many of his friends. Tt has
been noted that windows have been heand 1o slam on the far side of the quad on 'practice’
occasions. "Musical' appreciation would appear (o be rather low ehb.

Harold Skinner. the humorist of the Remove. has ofien averred that it was imperative.
i one were o retin one’s car-drums intact. o apply cotton plugs securely in position when
passing within anything up to fifty yards of the music toom when Claude was there.
Whether or ot this warning was prompted by envy of his capability to produce such sound
i« not too clear. Hosking has often been heard explaining to his bosom chum Hobson that 1
was just 'unadulterated jealousy’ of his professional ability. and that his crities were nothing
but Goths and Philistines.

Most lovers of music are aware of the seemingly eodless melody in W
It is noble piring. and deeply satisfying. Its general effect is soothing
listener (o her sphere of thought than the mundane. Claude Hosking has made simlar
claims for the thunderous out-pourings and hysterical counterpoint in his own oft-times
disturbing compositions.  Mrs. Mimble's cat. a feline of some character. has been
aceredited with being the inspiration of certain passages m his piano concerto. opus 49,
This is. of course. a gross libel emanating not surprisingly from Harold Skinner.

Congreve has told us. and doubtless he speaks from experience that. “"Music has

Nl

nerian mu
it elevates the
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i by Margery Woods

THE ISLANDS OF CLIFF HOUS
The word ‘Island’ scems 1o have acted like a magnet ever since authors Airst discovered
the theme and readers discovered the pleasure of surrendering (o the many fantasies those
authors could put into words.  Of course the words “desert’ or ‘Crusoe’ added an extra
dimension of magic. but even without the traditional palms. lagoons and coral reefs. islands
have the potential for mystery. danger and a special type of isolation not be found
elsewhere: Islands are exciting 1o anyone with the slightest modicum of imagination.

Lucky indeed were the school chums of our youthtul reading who had islands on their
doorsteps. and it is no coincidence that so many schools in fiction were set near the coast ot
4 river broad vnough to provide a small island which could help to further so many plot
involvements. CHITHouse School wis very fortunate: it neighboured at least two.
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many an exciting Cliff House tale. This was Belwin Island. described as a great mu
sentinel rising out of the sea off Sarmouth. 1t had rocks and caves and sandy coves and
woods and an old ruined tower, and was another great [avourite for picnics and exploring.

An early adventure on Belwin featured June Merrett and began on a fine summer day
with the chums setting off for the island. a linle puzzled because June had tumed down
their invitation to accompany them. pleading another engagement. They were even more
puzzled to find J dready on the island when they reached i, She was being bullied by a
boy from hool, Clitf House raced 1o the rescue, only to see June running away
and the boy in pursuit. The mercies of the chums were not exactly tender when they caught
up with the boy. who claimed he was June's cousin, but they quickly forgot him when they
found June ly injured in the wood. only hall conscious and muttering feverishly about a
golden cgg that Tony must not find.
All the trditional ingredients are well shaken and stirred in this very early. possibly
his first. Cliff House story by John Whey A violent storm strands the girls on the island
with the sick girl. except tor Clara and Marjorie who gallantly manage o row back 1o the
mainland o zet help - help not forthcoming when the local boatman refused 1o trust his
motor launch o the storm.  Meanwhile Babs tends June as best she can in the meagre
shelier of the ruins of Belleva Tower.  Bessie conributes her normal whinge abowt
approsching starvation --- her awn - Mubs finds the golden egg at the heart of £ the story
and the chums settle down for a long llllum\lml. ble mwln

B3ur the unscrupulous Tony is hack in the moming with reinforcements determined to
Fortuna |l;~|\ Clara also arrives, Tony suffers an unwanted dip and Clara
Likes s boat in low | ng him and his cronies stranded on the island without knowing
where the girls have hidden the precious cgg Mabs had found.  However, Tony does not
ve up so easily. Baek at CHIT House he tracks down Bessic who is asleep in Study 4
while the girls are in the patorivm with June who is very ill. Tony has hile ditficalty in
cring xhc im'nnn.uum In. wanits from Bessie, and when the girls set off back to the
¢ Tony and his cronies are waiting to trap them.

RIDDLE
OF IBLN W’IN ISL AN\D

HAT terrific excitement at Chlf House when it was knawn

that the youthful Princess Zenia of Silvania was to vist

the school | But litle did Barbara Redfern and her bost chums
Guess thal har coming was 10 be the beginning of a tense
drama i which they were faled 1o play such vital parts!
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From BOB WHITER, California, USA: When designing the O.B.B.C. badge | wanted
the motto to he Boyhood is Everlasting’. My old reacher, a Mr. George Callister., toek me
along to sce Mr. Eustace of Trinity Grammar School. He was a Latin scholar and said
"Puer Manebit' was the nearest that he could come up with,

From DES O'LEARY. Loughborough: Just a few words about the March C.D. which
was most entertaining. with a numper of thought-provoking points. Jenking' article
ars series mmul.md me 1o \nnl. .n it agai

T
ally seems 1o be no uu! to the number of dcmlm- v And who
would have ever thought that we'd see an M.A. dissertation on Greyfriars? Interesting to
read Naveed ue's Tetter on the Rio Kid... 1 must admit that the Rio Kid. or the Cedar
Creek tales, \mkc me as far below the stundard of Hamilton's school stories.. It was nice
to see such fine illusirations for Donald Campbell's most interesting article. 1 agree
wholeheartedly that Tt Strang' s (are?) @ most interesting Ngure who never gets
enough artention..

Finally. shouldn't the Q.B.B.C. badge motto tran:
remain (or 'persist'y?

e as Bovhood will tor ‘shall'y

From ARTHUR EDWARD rgreeing with Margery Woods when she
sised Board Schools as 'the main catchment for slum and Iower working class areas’
92y... The School Boards covered the whale country, just ax Councils do taday,
us she mentioned. Exen in working ¢lass arcus the children of middle

no. o
nnl Just the poorer ar
cluss pa
hools were almost a hundred per cent from middle class hes, no aliernative being
rlable at least up o the age of eleven. when a very few might zet into a Foundation
ammar School | at [ eame from a working class famnly. but in school T rubbed
shoulders with the children of shopkeepers. publicans, builders. clerical workers, ete.

From TED BALDOCK. Cambridge: 1 much enjoved the article on Charlie Chaplin by
Reg Hardinge i the April C.D. 1 read Chaplin's "Autobiography’ some time ago and 1t

seems that he had. to put it mildly. a very sordid chikdhood. Not that his parents treated
him badly. but there existed the ever present spectre of poventy. Life was i rather bleak
attair in his carly days. Yet the yvoung Charles had a vision betore him which he aever
allowed 1o grow dim. How he achieved his desire became clearly evident to rln whole

ing his hook one sees how meticulous and painstak
effects he desired. Endless practice and re-takes would appear to have been Illu orier of
the day - unul he was satisfied. Hence the 'string' of classics we now enjoy.  There are
many who agree that the closing sequence in 'City Lizhts', the discovery of Charlie as the
‘eood Samaritan’ by the blind girl whose sight has been restored, and the 'ButiertTy" incident
at the end of Lewis Milestones version of "All Quiet on the Western Front' are perhaps the
most moving i this history of American film-making.  Both are beautifully crafted. and

From BILL LOF London: [ feel ¢ n that the 'Mabelle Rivers' girl detective series
in Girls Friend Library were reprints from an carlier girls publication. 'Alice Millard' the
author was actually o man. a nom-de-plume of Cecit Bullivant who was a most prohific
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writer before the First World War, He was also an editor, and an excellent detective st
writer. He lived 1o be a great age - 99 in fact, and died in Somerset.

Derek Hinrich. in Blakiana. also wrote a thought-provoking article
the author of the story "The Case of the Mys| achutist, ‘Hylon Gregory'. was created
by H. Egbert Hill. and when he died. as far bac 4932, the mune was taken aver by other
writers, including Jack Lewis (Lewis Jackson) who | th nk was the author in ques ni
tind out more 1 will wrile it up in Blakia
(Editor's Note:  Mr. Briun Mowbray of Botley also wrote about Mabelle Rivers. pointr
out that her author, Cecil Bullivant. was "most famous for his Polrian stories in the Bov
F ricnd under the pen-name of Maurice Everard).

The pen-name of

om LEN HAWKEY, Lei
detectives, by M

-on-Sca: [ much enjoyed the two recent pieces on young

1S surprising how

rery Woods, .||w Berty Hopton on "Mabcelle Rivers",
little "The Girl's Friend Library is mentioned. as against "The Boy's Friend Libray™. Vet

they started. and finished in the same years - 1906 to 1940, True. the "Boy's™ ran w488
issues as against the "Girl's" 1306 - this wis mainly because the AP, started the distal? side
a bil tentatively - only one issue later increased w three. then four
signalling its continued success, appeared on July 7ih 1916, along with
two other issues - No. 126 "The Little Wonder" and 127, "The Widow's Du I'm
prefty certain the adventures of the young lady detective biud dready appeaed wone o
other of the publisher's weekly papers. possibly "Home Cirele”, "Forget me-Not™. "Girls'
Reicer” or even "The Girl's Friend" itself. | believe T remarked onee before how the bosses
at Fleetway House stored their vast output, of both \lnl s and lustrations. for use again,
often long afterwards!  Anyway, as "Mabelle Rive pparently contins 12 separate
warns. il would be interesting 1o know if my guess is right, and in what paper they ongimally
appearcd.

From Naveed Haque, Ontario. Canada: 1 would just like o briefly comment on the
recently published The Mask of Comedy” (Collected poems of Clarles Hamilony. Tomy
mind Frank Richards was the Master story-teller. and 1t is pleasant to find thar he il o
knack tor divnung and " rem hly zood car for the thythm of words' tas his nicee Una
Wright mentions in the introduction)

I particularly enjoyed ‘Imperial Hentage' (where an Englishman'’s domestic pli
compared to his vast and ‘rich’ Empire) and Briges Major Surcastic’ ( ¢ on the value of
classical education).  Other contents were of interest. with the exception of 'Omwards
Blitzkrieg Soldiers', which 1 tound o farcical for my taste.

T urge readers o plII'th\t‘ this compil nk Richard's poems.  Aside lrom
Ieing worthwhile 1o adom one's book-case (the binding is splendid). a good sale of the
volume will no doubt encourage the < wpilers o publish other lesser knu\\ n works of the
author... who knows. perhaps hi\ Fairy” stories in collected volume form
(The Mask of Comedy is available trom Ha ||1p\ Hours Unlimited
LS166BLU ar £13.50, which includes pos

Tinshill Lanc. Lee

From CLARISSA CRIDLAND, Coleford: We have recently been watchir oodniglin
Sweetheart on television. In case you haven't seen it the hero, Gary ships back and torth
between the carly 1940 and the present day. Apart from having @ woman in cach tine
(which leads 1o complications) Gars. in the present day. runs a shop specialising i [4240
memorabilia, which is all mint since he brings it back with hin. This led us o thinking that
il were to go b be heading \[mI"hl for Foyles to collect such things as rhc Chaler
Schaol in Exile with the original dustwrapper, School by the River and The Lirtle Mari.
Jose tall by Elinor Brent-Dyer). Joy's New Adventure and several oth by Elsic
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1o sell. In fact. one could have a perfect field

NORTHERN 0.B.B.C.
Even with « number of apologies for absence during the Easter break. it
was good 10 welcome 14 members and especiully Gordon Hudson. from
Chester-le-Street.

The informal Club Dinner had been held an the previous Saturday night
and enjoyed by all at our familiar but now re-located restaurant in the centre of
Leeds.

Malcolm Saville" was the item presented by Cath and Eric Humphrey.
Coincidentally the Malcolm Saville Society was holding its convention in
Shropshire the very same day, with our C lub President and C.D. Editor. Mary
Cuadogan. being their guest speaker.

When Eric was a young boy. he was given a copy of "Mystery al
Witchend" and became 'hooked' on future Lone Pine stories. It was through
these that he and Cath discovered the county ol Shropshire as most of the
stories were centred there.  Various photographs were on display of areus
depivted in the stories. Although fictitious names were used they related to
real places.  The 20 very collectable Lone Pine adventure stories can be
referred to as "rattling good yams'. A most enjovable co-presentation from
Cath und Eric.

“An Anthology" from Joun was an excellent selection of short readings
from the writings ‘of various people including Jerome K. Jerome, Winnifred
Foley. Saki. W ‘alter de la Mare and others. Joan was ably assisted by Geoffrey
in his rendition of u couple of items. Another fine co-pre sentation.

Our May | 1th Mecting will have Derek Marsden from Liverpool talking
about "D.C. Thomson Comics" followed by u Magnet reading from (uenfl‘h.\
Good. Our June 8th meeting will be the summer break and “harbecue at the
home of our Secretary in Wakeficld. All welcome to our meetings!

JOHNNY BULL MINOR

LONDON O.B.B.C.

Our meeting at Caling on Sunday. 14th April was supported by twenty
two members on a tcasonably fine Spring day. Alter briel formalitics we
welcomed a return visit by our guest \pcnker Bill Lofts, whose theme wus
TREASURES', namely those items in his personal collection that he would
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never part with. Bill produced a number of these, ranging from original art
work to an 1832 issue of PENNY MAGAZINE, a paper lor boys and girls. A
most fascinating presentation, much appreciated by all.

Members did justice to the tea, so. for once. the host will not have to cat
tousted sandwiches all week!

The next item on the agenda was a talk by Derck Hinrich on Sherlock
Holmes. which covered much of the life of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and the
creation and the stories of the Baker Street criminologist.  Derek certainly
knows his Holmes and rarely have we had a more comprehensive und
absorbing talk. much of the data being fresh to many of us. Chris Harper then
spoke of two of his favourite authors.  The first wus Sydney Gowing. who
wrote mainly as David Goodwin and John Tregellis. both of which names will
be very familiar to readers of Boy's Friend Weekly and Ist B.F. Library. His
stories varied from tales of St. Simeons 1o a favourite theme of Britain
invaded. Chris then talked about Henry St. John (Cooper). who wrote first
class stories ubout St. Basils. $t. Simeons and Greyminster Schools.

The meeting ended with our customary reading of an old Club Newsletter.
that which covered a meeting in April 1976, at the home of the much missed
Bob Blythe. The next meeting will be at Salisbury on Sunday. 12th May.

BILL BRADFORD

CAMBRIDGE

For our April meeting we met at the Willinghum village home of Keith
Hodkinsons. who entertained us (solo) with his talks and his films all the
aflternoon.

After our usual short business meeting. Keith firstly told us about the
adventure-tales author. Wilbur Smith. The prolific output of this white South
African writer, considered 10 be continuing in the B.O.P. mould for creating
adventure stories. was shown to us by Keith,  Since 1964 Wilbur Smith's
books have been best-sellers, and several of his African tales have been
filmed.

Keith then became a [lilm projectionist and narrated the stories behind
<ome of the odditics in his vast film collection. He began with an unusual an
untypical B.&W. Hitchcock. Laurel and Hardy provided an extremely
unfunny propaganda short: £7 Cid. with a German soundurack followed. then
came a wonderful Straw Man dancing sequence. - an outake from The Wizard
of O before its cinema release. Further oddities in Keith's collection were
1964 Pathé Pictorial of a Beatles theatre performance. and a cinemascope
excerpt from Marilyn Monroe's Diamonds are a Girl's Best Friend.

ADRIA
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Another Prolific Children's Writer
An introduction to: The Enid Blyton Literary Society
by Norman Wright

It is a fact that many of those who read. collect and enjoy the work of Frank
Richards also have an interest in the work of other prolific children's writers and it
can truly be said that, with the exception of our own Charles Hamilton, few were
more prolific than Enid Blyton. Legend had grown up around the volume of her
work, but despite the criticism that has been levelled at her over the years her
stories, like those of the creator of Billy Bunter are as well loved today as they
were when she first wrote them. There can be very few adults between the ages of
twenty and seventy who did not, at some time during their childhood, revel in the
exploits of some of her enduring characters. For me The Famous Five sat on my
bookshelf alongside Biggles and Gimlet, and at the pubiic library works from both
\writers were borrowed with a rapidity that ensured they were never on the shelves
for more than a few minutes before some adventure-minded youngster had
snapped them up and was being transported to a world of thrills and adventure

Like Johns, Frank Richards. Malcolm Saville and the like. the work of Enid Blyton
is now very much coliected and with her Centenary year fast approaching the
interest is likely to become even more intense The Enid Blyton Literary Society
was formed a year ago, by Tony Summerfield, Michael Rouse and myself, with the
aim of providing a forum for collectors. At the time of its formation | had been
running the annual Enid Biyton Day for a couple of years and Michael Rouse had
been editing Green Hedges Magazine for a little longer. We decided to combine
the magazine and the meeting into The Enid Blyton Literary Society in order to
give a better service to collectars Gillian Baverstock. Enid Blyton's elder daughter,
kindly agreed to be our president Unfortunately Michael gave up editing Green
Hedges just after Christmas and for a shart tme it looked as though the Society
would be without a magazine. Fortunately this will not be the case and in July
Tony Summerficld and | will be publishing the first issue of The Emid Blyton
Literary Society Journal. Like its predecessor the Journal will contain articles on
all manner of Blyton related topics - in-depth looks at particular series of books,
the ephemera, etc. as well as a number of new features including a series looking
at the various ilustrators who made the Blyton books so appealing to lock at.
Initially we interd to bring out two issues per year as an A5 format magazine of
approx. 24 pages. We already have sixty subscribers but the future of the Journal
wery much depends on increasing this number and at the very modest price of
£1 25 for the first issue we feel that the Journal is within the reach of everyone
who has an interest in, or nostalgic memories of, Enid Blyton and her writings. If
you would like to receive the first issue of The Enid Biyton Literary Society
Journal send a cheque or postal order for £1.25 payable to A. Summerfield at 83
Milford Hill. Salisbury Wilts SP12QL.

Wanted: All pre-war Sexton Blake Libraries, All Boys Friend Libranes, All
comics/papers/ etc with stories by W E Johns, _eslie Charteris & Enid Blyton.
Original artwork from Magnet, Gem, Sexton Blake Library etc. also
wanted | will pay £150.00 for original Magnet cover artwork, £75.00 for original
Sexton Blake Library cover atwork. NCRMAN WRIGHT. 60 Eastbury Road.
Watford, WD1 4JL. Tel: 01923 232383
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L.LECTORS BOOKS

2B WESTWOOD ROAD, CANVEY ISLAND,
_EPHONE: 01268-693735 EVENI

EXCHANGED WITH ENTH
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YOUR WANTS

S B
M.D, HOUIJHTA-‘\B

GRAND BOYS FRIEND LIBRARY SUMMER SPECIAL

Second Series @ £3.95 each .s|ur| Wmm Rio Kid issues @ £4.95 cach. First Series @ £4.95 cuch excep!

issues 1-60 inc. @ £5.95 each.

D LIBRARY SECOND SERIES
F CARDENSHIRE by Kichard Randolph
It Spenver & F. Warwich

BOYS HIII‘
B CARE

Sh % Rich mJR:M iph
Richand Randolph
ke
h\ Roland Spet
! N0 hy Hmlun\ Randlph
“11\ l‘urm Hendren
CRET

D Goostwin

F PLEAS

GREY BAT Ly 5 & [ Warwih

RANCI by Duvid Coordwin

RED RATDERS by David
'S TREASURI

‘eter Kinpshind

CRET by H. Cartwnght
SHERWOOD by Jobin Bredon
by E

H

YLRON by L5 Tisnsend
N1 LAW OF TIIE UN by Tex Rivers

E llanm.c ACADEMY In Tex Rivers

iy Tnan Storm
FR by R, Gondis

ASI
OARING TRALL by Gon
A I“l!ul\l- t-. \\I:\dh

R THE K0 mabrs REVENG
B R Rl AT o by Roiph Ry
317 THE RIO RID's ENEMY by Ralph Reduas
K

Kalpts Reddi sy

ETURN by Ralph Redwin
FF Iy Ralph Redway
ERIE

RATE by Masiics
by Richard Randolph
h) Atherles Dant
(» DEVIL'S RIVER by S Martin
HERIFF FIRST-FIC II'I»R Ranlolph
LIS

wanted

WIZARD. SEXTON
HOTSPUR. SCH BOY
SKIP 5
KNOCKOUT, ROVER. H
PLAYBON. ADVENTURE DIXON AWK LIB. A
HOY, TH TIM, CHAMPION GIRLS CRYSTAL.
BEANO-DANDY. | am heen o buy your o hos and girls
ann-papers comies & books an a The price & o heep then
circulaume amane our appy band of Hobhy Enthusists. o w
el vour reasures disappear tment portolios,

5 BOYS OF ST. BASILS by Henny St Johs,

7 SHUNNI 'M\ THE SCHOOL by Hmn Se. Jobwn

# discount on afl orders of 10 or more

SsUes.

B luun 11” AM 'u» 1Iunmun Exdwards.
12 RESC T by Graven Gower,

3 i
\\ LION AGAINST BEA Sulney (e
30 FOURTH FORM AT GREYMINSTER s H St Juln
A7 MAN TO MAN m Dayid Gl in
43 BROOKS OF R. AR by Michae) Stormt
SICHUMS OF L\-\:LLIFFF by Nosth 1 Shiclds Covery
h w Ciravdon,

y Henry St Jobn

Hy. St Tohn,

s in

GREENWOOD by Morin Pike
116 THE ST G PLAYERS by Hat. Durrage
133 PRIDE OF THE TEAM by Mavwell Scont

140 RIVAL EXPLORERS | by Cecil
149 MIDDIES OF THE FEARLE
166 THE HAYGARTE
201 THE SAEAK 0
£ N

267 THIE SC HOOL aus ATHL

CHOOL by Andrw
339 BOY WHO WASN'T WANTED.

fr' ARMOURED RIDER 8 O, HOUK (ACK. SAM & FETES

356 TOM GARTH OF HOLLOWFIELD b
T

Becsion

305 MIDDIES OF DAUNTLESS by Hamy Revel
516 BY AIRSHIP TO OPHIR by Fenon Ash
519 THE BLACK 11O v Mannell Seot
527 SON OF THE by Manwell Ssort
v Dhas wl Genadw i
37 TO! TAGE by \mh-m Thomas,
51 BL ,\b.hor m UE CRUSADERS by 3.5 Handy
AlL. ‘uﬁ (wu‘\u
T

ﬁl"l s Hamy Huntinel
AGUE AR & CRESCENT by Murgenan
-\\I ( HOICE by Rivhand Randolph
by Fruncan St
o Richand Randolph
665 LONESOME LEN AT CAMBRIDGE by H.T. Jutinaon
676 FROM POLF, TO POLE by Ceuil




GEMS FROM HAMILTONIA from Peter Hanger

5. with
so on - and not oo much of that
MAGNET I3

.....Wib did not want to row with anybody. He just wanted to talk theat
the other fellows saying "Oh! - Yes! - How clever!" and

y, you fellows. that cold chicken was a corker - a real corker!  You should have had
some!" MAGNET 1262
.. Now. Mr. Prout was old. He was verging that way, and the nearer he verged. the less
he liked it. The thinner the hair grew upon the summit of Mr. Prout. the more carefully he
brushed what remained across the bald places. And the mirror told him a flattering tale -
that he did not. as a matter of fact, look anything like his age. And his age was nor e ctly
old at the worst. crly. perhaps, but most decidedly not old. MAGNET 763

Light was dawning on Coker. Even Coker's powerful brain was not tolally impervious o
imprcs,siuns from without. MAGNET 1136

PDon't talk such utter ror!” said Hoskins, "It's sickening that a chap should be hung up
like that for a few thousand pounds.  But it's always so - the world never recognises i
genius till he's dead. Look at Mozart - never knew where his next dinner was coming form.
and some of Mozart's stuff s really good - not like mine. of course: but it has qualitics of
its own. When I'm dead and gone. they'll understand. 1 dare say they'll give me a tomb in
Westminster Abbey." d Hoskins. with biter sarcasm. "I shall refuse it - in my will.
mean. 1 shall leave a plain statement that they're not allowed to bury me in Westminster
Abbey - I've determined on that." MAGNET 643

“Urbs antiqua it - there were antiquated herbs!”" announced Bunter.  Mr. Quelch
jumped.
Mr.

ch an elderly gentleman. and his umping days should have been over.
But really ranskation was enough 1o make any Form-master jump on his hundredih
birthday MAGNET 1015

o wonder Billy Bunter grinned. till his grin seemed 0 extend round his fat head! No
wonder he was feeling pleased with himselfand with things generally.

There was perhaps just one fly in the ointment. Foothall was a form of esertion. It
was a lorm of exertion that most fellows enjoyed but no torm of exertion whatever had
any appeal 10 the fatiest and laziest member ol the Greyriars community.

But Billy Bunter knew the answer to that one! He just was nol going w0 exert himscll.
He was going to change for footer. He was going o roll on the football field with Harry
Wharton and Co. He < even going 10 Kick the ball. if by chance it came his way, But
that was the limit. Any fellow who expected Bunter 1o chase after the ball. was going 1o be
disappointed. Billy Bunter's lintle fat legs were not going to be exercised unduly. Not if
Bunter knew it He, he, he!” chuckled Bunter. BUNTER THE VENTRILOGUIST
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