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Holman takes a fascinatin g 
look at our world as it was a 
century ago; Norm an Wright 
ha s provided a colourfu l and 
com preh ensive study of that 
popular paper The Modern 
Boy; Denni s Bird delves into 
the Girls' Crystal to treat us to 
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THE EDITOR'S CHAT 
J have already rece ived a large number of 

order s for this year 's Annual as well as further 
interest ing and enterta ining contr ibutions for 
it. 

To 'trail' a few more items, Ernest 
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so me thrilling due ls betw een U1e detective Noel 
Raym ond and hjs most devi lisb adversary , Ros ina the 
Bafflin g; Bob Whiter js working on another of his 
celebrated picture-puz:z.les and I am contributing an item 
on Richrna] Crompton and Willi am. And there is, of 
co urse, much more. Look out for furth er trailer s next 
month! 

T ca n honestly say that the C.D. Annual 2000 
promj ses to live up to the reputation established by 
prev ious issues. If you have not already ordered your 

co py. don ' t forget to do so. Th e cost, includin g postage and packing, is £ 12.50 
for U.K. readers and £13.50 for those living overseas . 

Happy Read ing. 
MA RY CA DOGAN 

**********************************************.**************** 
COLIN MORGAN 

When we thfok of the D.C. Thoms on papers the name of one connQisseur stands out, 
and that is Colin Mo rgan . V ery sad ly Colin recently and rather suddenly passed away . .l 
never met him but. through con-espondence, fell him to be a helpful foend, ,'llways willing 
to ans wer que ries from his vas t know ledge and love of the D.C T. papers. 

His frie nd and collabonn or. Derek Marsde n. has wr itten an obinrar y tribute to Col in: 
also Bob Whiter has sent a a ote from California about Colin' s great helpfuln ess lo him . 

Derek 's and Bob's rributes ar e puhli shecl here. 
MARY CADOGAN 

COLIN MORG AN (1933-2000) : AN APPREC l ATION by Derek Ma rsden 
I first met Colin Morgan ear ly in 1990 as a res ult o f respo ndi ng to an advert that he 

had place d in The Comic Journal, reques ting infom1;ttion on the cooten t o f a couple of 
longi sh run s of THE WIZARD , as he was plannin g an index w that paper similar lo the 
one he had comp iled for THE ROVER in 1982_ I was actually quite dismayed 10 learn 
thls because I was workin g alon g tJ1c same lines myself . but tbe wi llingness 10 share 
i.nformat ion. which is so mu ch a par t of o ur hobby, won ou t. I was also curious to mee.1 
him as I had been impr esse d by his work , particlilarly the long ani cle on Mau Brad dock 
that he co ntribut ed to the I 98 3 iss ue of Golden Fun. 

We ve ry soon disco vered that we were w hat Anne of Gre en Gables referred to as 
·kindred spirit s', aJthough by no mean s clones of eac h other. As far as the DCT s were 
conce rned we loved Cann onball Kidd , Bald y Hogan, Rob Higson, Tom S.rriith and many 
ot hers. We both liked eac h other ·s all-lime favourite se rial, Colin's being There Was 
Once A Game Called Foothall from THE WIZARD , but wher e he enjoyed war stories. 
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detective se rials aud Red Circle. r prefe rred historica l tales , scienc e fiction and Alf 
Tuppe r. 

We found commo n ground in old radio progra mmes such as Dick Barton - Special 
Agem and Journey Into Space, we djscovered that in our younger day s we had created 
progra mm es for matche s betwe en imagi nary teams, a task which took fa r longer than the 
tim e it took 10 play the games with our friend s. using Subbut eo in Coli n 's case. Shoot in 
n1ine. and then as adults we had coached amateur football teams , Co.fin 's being in a 
South ern leag ue as he was living in Tunbrid ge Wells a t the tim e, mine on Merseys ide, 
mainly at schoolb oy level. The six -year differe nce in our ages inev itably caused a 
diverge nce in our musica l tastes, with Colin looking back to the Big Band era while I 
looked forwa rd to the pop exp losion . The period of common gro und went from Dinah 
Shore 's Bu11ons And Bows to The Platt ers. via Eve Boswe ll. Lita Roza and David 
Whitfie ld. 

It is impos sib le to reca ll any specific mome nt when we agreed to collaborate on an 
index to THE Wl ZARD, 1 am not sure there even was once, but 1 do know that Col in was 
delighted to shar e his enthusiasm for the project with me. Th e fact that it is not yet 
fini shed is more down to me than to Co lin , although he had to work so hard over the last 
few yea rs on his subscription maga zine In Tune International ju st to survive and simply 
could not find the time ro devo te to his beloved DCTs which certain ly mean t more to him 
than any of his other interest s. even l1is music and West Ham United. We had also 
exte nded the scope of the volume to encom pass the whole run of the paper from 1922 and 
had set lled on an exc iting fom1at wbich owes much to Colin 's Braddock article 
menti oned above . I do intend to comp lete the index part ly becau se I believe l owe it to 
Coli n to do so . He felt that our friendship was mutuall y beneficial but I certainly ga ined 
significantl y from knowing him. He was such an example. He was a comp let ist, needing 
to know eve rything there was to know about eve ry one of his area s of interest. Thi s is 
why his book First Hits is sucb a co llecto r 's item. He was a perfec tionist and insisted on 
the most t.horough researc h. He eve n check my work and a lway s point ed out errors or 
careless syntax. Above all. boweve r, he was generous of spirit. He gave his time free ly 
to anyone he fe lt be could help , espec ially reade rs of Collectors' Diges1. Countless 
correspo ndents receive d from hjm unexpec ted pa rce ls of photocop ies of stories. the belier 
to illustrat e his prompt rep ly to their of ten quire simple query . 

We had man y roads still to trav el. l m:iss him already , but I am only one of many. 

COLIN MORGAN by Bob Whiter 
Our mutual friend Eric Fayo e (of happy memory) once wrote - "The nicest peop le in 

the wor ld read the Collectors ' Diges t." Dear Eric, you never spok e a !Tuer word! Some 
month s ago reader s of our magazine may remember an art icle and illuStTation of mine 
entitl ed Riders of 1he World. Each horseman I recalled reminded me of diffe rent series in 
the Thom son Big Five story pape rs:- these incluc.lec.l - Solo Soloman, Abdu l the Cruel , 
Frigg M 'Fee and seve ral others . These wer e all recall ed from memory and I hadn 't read 
about them in yea rs. Imagine my great joy and gralituc.le. when from out of the blue 
(acnia lly in the po st) came a generous bundle of reproc.luctions of the charac ters l'd 
named, together with a reproof the first set of illustTations by roe wblc h were acccp 1ed by 
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and publish ed in tbe ll orsp ur. T hese were en titled All about lhe Cowboy's Kit and 
appeared in 19 59 . In movin g to the U.S.A . soon afterwar ds, I 'd los t my copy. so was very 
g lad to have an other eve ntuall y. I natu rally wrote and thanked my generous uonor, who. 
althN1gh unk now n to me at t.he time, soon through the all too few letters was looked upon 
by me as a good friend. AJw ays chee rful, he neve r mentioned thar he was suffering fro m 
a tenni nal illn ess - now I ht:ar the very sad news that he has been taken from us. 

I can o nly bid a fond fare\vell to a very kind friend and fellow collector. Goo dbye 
Colin o ld cha p, my only regre t is that I neve r had the pl easure of mee ting you in person. 

(Editor 's note: Th e pi ctures mentioned by Bob are publi shed on tbe in side front co ver of 
the CD thi s 11100th. Th ey app eared originally in /i otsp ur I 187, g•h Augu st 1959) . 

*************************************************************** 

JOHN BUCHAN - AND AFTER by J.E.M. 
Rece nt refe rences in the Diges t to John Buchan and his work have surely evoke d 

some warm memories, since mos t of us have been staunch Buchaneers at some period in 
our li ves. T he twentie th centur y thriUer - or "s hocker'' as he him self ca lled it - was 
large ly Buchan 's crea tion and his fa mous stories . includin g Gree nmantl e. l!u nli ng tower 
and The Th irty -Nine Steps. left an inclctible stamp on popular fiction. 

Co lonel T.E. Law rence, or Lawrence of Arabia as he was better known, said a Jong 
time ago that Bu chan's stories were "Li.kc athl etes racing: so clean-line<l, speedy, 
bre.arhless . For our age they mean nothin g: they a:re spo rt only: but will -a centur y hence 
clisinter them and procl,tim him the great romancer of our blind and undeserving 
generation ?" (As one critic has rema rked, th is was pitched a bit stron g. even for a fellow 
romantil: like Law rence!) We ll. t ime is almost up and it is worth aski ng: what do more 
rece nt gcnera fions make of Buchan? Undeniab ly. thin gs have move d on a bit . as they 
always do. T oday 's readers of thr i llers and spy stor ies are as like ly to tum to the nove ls 
of Len De ighto n, Jolm Le Carre (of Smiley fame) or to some of the striking works in the 
same genre by the late Graba m Green e. 

T hese las t three authors long ago admitt ed the grea t debt they owed to a man who. 
betwee n J 936 and 1940. wrote six thri lie rs that changed the na ture of such fictio n fo r 
eve r. lf , sadly. you have n.ot so far mer him, let me introduce you to the man Grah am 
Greene ca lled his .. mas ter'' . His name is Eric Ambler and he brought two new elements to 
the thrill e r. Firs t. in place o f the exotic heroes of the old type (what one mig ht call the 
R ichard Hann ay - Bulldog Drum mo nd chool). be inrroduced Eve ryman - peo ple much 
like you and me. lf Ambler 's cemra l characters are eve r hero ic at all, it is only by 
acc ident. Th ey are usually peace ful-min ded members of the professio nal middle classes 
who are pitch-forked into a world of international skuldugge ry where they mee t the 
murde rou s agents of face less but nirl 1less powers. (To be fair. Buchan did ge t an innoce nt 
bys tand er involved in a saga of murd er and esp ionage in his story 7'he Thirty-Ni ne Steps 
but the archetypal heroes fo r wbi cb he is bes t remembered were centre-stage figu res like 
Sir Richard Hann ay and othe r hig h-powe red agen ts of gove rnment.) 

Ambl er 's second inn ovation was the real ly be lievab le villain. He dispenses w ith 
mad mastermin ds of the Dr. Fu-Man chu k.ind and gro tesque figures like Buchao's '' little 
white-fa t:cd Jew in a ba th c hair with an eye like a rat tlesnake'' (The Thirry-Nine S1eps). 
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Th e baddies in Ambler ' s stories are d1e ·'genllemanly'', ·'civifa cd" proprietor s of vast 
industrial enterprises li-ke oilfields or annament factories and are prepared ro risk - or 
even stiut - international war in pursuit of money and power. If all this is much closer to 
the real world than the earlier fantasies of thriUerdom. it does not lower the level of 
exc itement; far from it. Mysterious corpses, characters who are not what they seem. 
mayhem and sudden death - in fact menace in all its forms, fills these fast -paced novels. 

Ambler's first. The D ar k Frontier. concerns a scientist who, totally by chance. 
becomes involved in a bid to prevenl a dangerous arms transaction which includes an 
atomic weapon (note the date of trus tale, 1936). From a quiet beginning in a West 
Country hotel, the story moves to a Balkan country where the action hots up against an 
unforgettable background of dark streets and their sinister inhabitants, with a marvellous 
pay-off in a very high -voltage laboratory. The scientist, Barstow. has a doppelganger by 
the name of Conway Carruthers , clearly a gentl~ sa1ire on t11e Richard Hannay type of 
chara cter, and this all adds to the fun. Tbe hardback edition of The Dark Fronti er, long 
out of print, is now gold dust but a paper-back version was published in U1e late 1980's 
and can still be picked up second-hand. 

Uncommon Dan ger, which followed in 1937, anticipates tl1e conting of Worlt.l War 
Two and its theme is the vital importance of oil LO 1he modem war-machine. A 11car~ 
penniless freelance journalis1 named Kenton is offered money to take sorne apparently 
harmless documents across the frontier or a European state. Whereafter , he becomes 
embroiled in a nightmare struggle between the cut-throat minions of the powerful. Again 
the action is breathtaking but all ends well - or at least as well as things could be 
expected to encl ju st two years before the outbreak of war in the real world-._ 

ln 1938 ciune Epitaph for a Spy and Ca use for Alarm, both also concerned will, the 
impending conflic t. The Ma sk of De111etrios ( 1939) and Journ ey into Fea r (1940) 
completed tbis remarkable half dozen which were so far ahead of their rime. Praised not 
only by the leading authors already quoted but, withoul exception. by the Press, these 
stories are still won h hunting for. 

Ambler, of course, went on to write many more novels; he was working :ilmosL to the 
day he died. at the age of 88, a couple of years or so ago. He had also written for the 
screen. his script for tl1at grca1 movie, The Cruel Sea being nominated for an Oscar. He 
saw distinguished service in the War which, more c learly than m,llly people of that time, 
he had anticipated in his writing. 

Whatever pc)steri1y makes of e ither John Buchan or Eric Ambler, it is prerty ccrt:i.in 

they will both earn a chapter or two in lhe anna ls of pop Lit. In the case of Ambler I have 
no doubt he will be especially remembered for the six titles J have discussed. 

(F'oomotc: As mentioned, The Durk Frontier C 1936) is (was?) available .in papcrbai.;k (Fnntana), 
wh.ile Epiraph for a Spy. Cause for Alam,, Mask of Demelrios and Journey i1110 Fear bave all 
been fairly recently reissued ill ~oft back by Pan. I have no rec.:ord of a cheap reprint of UJ1co111mo11 
Danger but J am luck.')' enough to possess a second edition in hardback from 1939. lncitlemaJly. 
at least two of U1e above rilles were filmed.) 

*************************************************************** 

7 



FROM DES O'LEARY: 
I think readers would be amused b y the Dally Telegrap h 's continue d interes t in 

WILSON! 
I wrote in as well but it wasn' t pub]ishe~ and I think tbal, with the end of the 

Olympic Games . their inte res t will vanish - at leas t fo r t he moment. I believe Michae l 
Parkin son was reall y surp rised at the interes t his art icles about Wil son las t year 
produced .. . 

At leas t l got my art icle in to you at C.D. and it made me apprec iate this outlet for us 
enlhu siasts to di g a linle dee per into the fascinating world of boys' and child.rcn 's fiction. 

As Je ffrey R.ichards wro te in his preface to Collec1ors' Digest - The Fir sr 50 Years 
· . . . this mate rial is inva luable. It is a superb arch ive of inform ation , reco llec tion and 
analysis, a ric h .. dee p. warm ing, eve r-flowing stream in which lhe cultural h istorian can 
inu11erse him se lf regularl y wi th pleasure and profit. " 

While agreei ng wiLh Pr ofesso r Richards. natu rally! the main feeling l ge l is exac tly 
what I fe lt as a reac her. You wan t to share kno wledge and. particularly. delighr in 
knowledge. 1 have lea rned so much. and with so much pleas ure, from C.D .. the magazi ne 
nnd J\nouaL that \11henever ! see an item tbut interests me, ! want to p.as.s it on to 'the 
nices t peo ple in the world (w ho) sit back in their armchairs am.I tum over the page of the 
Digest '' (as yo u anti John W e mh am qu oted rTom Eric Fayne) . 

Oly1npic body suit's illustrious ances tor 
Sll\ - 11 is i11t('r('<;1ing I n 'WP th ;il 
11H111v ;ithl e lcs at 1hr Oly 111pits ..ir !' 

" e a 1: in i;! hody ~11it~ o f lh l' k ind 
1',11'11un•<.l 1Jy th (' s por l s s11rers 1ar 
Wil ._,m , whose comic hoo k rxp loit s 
11 r 1T cc lchra te cl ()0 yea r~ ago , 

/\1·rnr di11g to J'lw 11'iw, d in l ~!i l . 
'v\lil so n (~h 111111 hl' IOII') was horn i11 
I ?!IS a 11cl ra n nwny fr p 111 hc)1il(' ::it 1'1, 
dr lL·11ninr cl t o i111prn " r h is ph ys iqu <"' 
IH'yo nd lh (• nor m al. Fo1· a tim e> hr 
lil·t•d w ild 0 11 /\ 111h lr" iclr !'d oo r , whc•rr 
lw 111<'1 a lw nn i l wh o p ass!' d 1111 lo him 
th <· <;1•<r<'l o f a l ong lifr . Uy t!rnl . 
Wil<.;011':; fc-;ils in ,tll s po1•1-, hnrl 
as tn n i<;l11·rl I Ill' wo rlc-1. 

/\ f1C'1 se rv ing in th r 1\/\ I' cl11ri11g th e 
~N' cH11I World \>V11r - durin g wh ir h he 
srn n' d 25 ki l l~ a.<; ;i Hatll t" of Br il.i in 
p ilo t - Wil<;1111 wo rk ,~cl w ith di s nl>lf'd 
111P11 in ;rn /\ rm y 1:01111,ile<;renl h om e, 
lh <"'n h el pl•d l o t r :ii111111•n l(H' 1hr 1!1<1fl 
rn .v 111 r, t' s. 

t\ l1111f', ht: 11r 11c fr ;it e <l tlw Co111:n. 
wh ern he tlisnwe re d an ancient 
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Crc'.Pk c i1·ilis:1tio 11 i11 n sc•1 re t r it .v 
S111<'1' h e l<nt'w Crf'C'k wt' II , \'\'il:;011 
h ad nn dilli r nll y pc rl-trmling lh t•111111 
l<'I him ('n 111pe lr :1gc1i11s t th f'rll. I Ii'> 
s kill in polC' v;1111ling ag, iin s l hi .wk 
ath lc::lf'S ;:t) <;O 1'11;-th]ccl hilll 111 '<11\'P 
Arr i('.1Ir111111qw . t\s :, s 11prr 11w Ir~ , pf 
hi~ 111e 11htl ,11111 rli 1 sirn l pnwr r, . he• 
sc i 0 111. t wo vcar s ;ihc•;i\l of thc• 1111111 
rx pt•diti c)ll, in co11q11t•1 l·'.l'rn ·s l 

Th e s111Tcss of Cat1rl' l0 rC'c 111:i11. tlw 
/\ hn rigl rH' ru1111<' r ~hmv11 11•1•:iri11~ I It•· 
sa me k ind or a ll ire' in y1•<;lr'l'<IJ,\ ·s 
s port s scc li o 11, s 11rr ly n ·vc,d~ lh :il l hP 
secrf' I of Wilso n 's s11rcf'SS w,1~ I 1w 
hotly s u il , 1J1011gh hi' ~r·c·m ~ In h;1v1• 
lavo 11n•ii ,l hb < I, wcwll(-11 0111·~ /VI\ 
011ly co nce rn is that. i i lw 11°,·r<' In II in 
a n P\/Pnl i11 Sy tln ry, lh f' l11tc-1 n.11in 11:1I 
Oly111pk t:o mmill rr 1night a~k 
q11rs l in11s a bout nny -.11bs t a111 c~s I he• 
he 1 mit m ay h ,11·p gi\'1'11 hir11 I !l:. 1 r-;11, 

ago. 
f.rrnrd llrow n 
M ;rn r hr~ t <'r 



Wilson 1s big Test 
Sin - ff t ltr Cn•n t \\"il w 11 ~hn11ld 
111111 ll f) ill S, ·d1H'\ ( lr• tl l' l , ',c•pt . 27), ii 
II ill 11111 ht• h i, Iii ~, I, .. ,, I II t ht' f'i) I 1\ 
Hl:10~ lw l\:l 'i 111 ,\ 11.,tra lin 11111'11 t l11• 
!' rl l in, 1;11gli~h Tr •<.l l• ·:1111 w:i s 11 ip1·d 
1111L irr a 11 ;1i1 c 1,h li l,Plorc• l lwy hi!d ti\(' 
, hm1c,• In II i11 hac 1, 1111' /\~ hes 

\>Vil~c111 ~· 0111c;rl 111f' 1·0 1111lr _r arrtl 
ln mrrl 1 (1 ot 111•1' 1··11r.lbh r ric l<rl~·r~ 11 ho 
j11st h ;i pp, •111•rl t o ti" t )111111 t l11dc r . 
l tntlr-r Iris ll-:1,IP.-., l,ip , I :111:d,11111 li11;tll1' 
110 1t th r f\s lw ,. lli1) 11111 , 1 ilh n 11t 
111i<;hap lkln n· 11111· I t•<,I , ;11111111pi1r 
l1o11·•·ll i11g '" th c• 111:i tc h 1111 a tr a i11 
Ol'c: rhcar d I 11 !'.I 1111!11 t .illd 111-( a lw 111 
VI ilscrn·, la ~t 111111 li111,t. ,111d 
p1u11•11111,'i11g h i111 111 lit> ;1 " , h11d<('r " . 

I he• poo r 111rrn 11111lil11·1 f!<'I l lii ~ nul 
nf hi 'l 111i11d. ;111rl pr nn•l'! IC'd lo n 1ll il 
no~b;;n p , ,~i ' \' :i iH( ' \\ ·:t~nu hn\'. !ed. 
l'him: s "( ' 11~ irr t 111· h:d ;:i11u· 11111 ii , i11 
lhr· 1\ 11~tr; ili .111 •-i•c·rHl(I i1111i11g<: 11lw 11 
I hi' 11111pir1• r; tllt•d ' 1111 h.111"· :1g:1i11, 
\\'il :;011 r11lh•tl 11p h h <:It'('\ c· l o <:ho11 
tlw ~pl111t h r h.td li )\f'd 1,, i<<'<'P hi s 
:11111 rw• ,,., t II ~, , ;1i d1 I 

.l11~ti c r ,,;i s d '1111', a rrd l h1• 11111pirr 
h;uf .I 111'1 I 011 \ l>t 1•,il, 1~0\\'11 

I hos,· 111•1 ,. I h<' \l;.s\ ~ 
,1111111 1\111~ 11C'S!i 

1'1·i11gt 011. I ,,.j r" 

28.9.2000 

Double record 
S IH- Quit e the m os t fasci nat in g 
t hin g abou t th e Grea t Wilso n in t he 
Wizard was that he broke one record 
tw,ce. On the fir st occas ion. he ra n 
t he mil e in thr ee minut es in 1943 . I 
s1::ern to reca ll t hat thi s was in 

Manc hes1c r I where one of my 
Lancas hir e class of I 0-yea r-ol<ls 
swo re b lin d he had see n him do 1t) . 

Te n ye ars or so l.ater. now a n 
underg radu ate ass iduou sly 
cultiv a ti ng a blase sta nce. I saw an 
issue of the Wizard on a news-s tand in 
which. I was amu sed lo see . Wilso n 
too k t hr ee minut es 48 seco nd s to 
'"repeat ' ' the fea t. 

We wa rt im e ki ds. wel l awar e of the 
iar ge r reaiit ies. were ve ry willir. g to 
suspe nd anv d isbe lief we had. taki ng 
in our s trid e t ha t Rock fis t Rogan was 
o ne week figh ti ng the ··H un s" as an 
RFC pilot in th e f ir s t War a nd just 
one issue late r was un RAF fighter 
p i lo t in the Seco nd . Happy days! 
D. T. Whit es ide 
Cambrid~e 

29.9.2000 

(Ediror' s Nore: Perhap :; the above can be C.D. 's tribut e to Lhe achievements of Britai1) ·s 

athlet es at I.he Olymri cs this year.) 

*************************************************************** 

ll helps the C.D. if you ad vertise your "For Sa les" aad Wants in it. The rates are: 4p 
per word, £5 for u quarter page , £ 10 for a half page and £20 for a whole page. 

*************************************************************** 

UNBOUND MAGNETS WANTED: 64 91 95 J 10 204 207 215 2 17 219 220 221 
223 227 229 230 23 1 253. G. GOOD. Greyf riars. 147 Tho rnes Road , Wakefie ld, West 

Yorkshire WF2 8QN. Tel: 01924-37827 3. 

*************************************************************** 
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(Editor's Note: We are 'j umping the gun" a little by using ll1is fireworks story in October 
- but that is because we have anotl1cr St. Jim 's Fifth of November featu re for next 
monlh!) 

POOR OLD GLYN! by Ray Hopkin s 

Bernard Glyn of the Shell Form at Sr. Jim 's is a pariah in his own study. Harry 
Noble (Kangar oo} and Clifton Dane who share the End Study refuse lO pLLt up wilb t.he 
unpleasant smell any longer! Not Glyn' s personal odour of course. but that emanating 
from the chemic als with which he has covered the study table in order ro produce some 
really smashing and noisy fireworks to entertain the whole school on the glorious Fifth of 
November . Glyn is aware of no bad smells whatever and besides. as he explains to rhe 
irate Kangar oo and Dane, this oew i,nvention of his will cause world-wide repercussions: 
it' s a new explosive and he knows the War Office will welcome it will, open armsL 

Gly n sh ows them what looks like small pieces of coke in a jar labelled Raspber ry 
Jam and says if he dropped it the whole of St. Jim 's would go up 111 a vast explosion and 
disappear in n mushroom of smoke. A furU)er dreadfu l smell billows toward the door 
. .. L ... _ ... I/.~ ..... ,......,,_ ,...,..._ Ho .. 11 1""\,,.-..r... •'\r O h ,....1.,..;i!l'"\n 1"1.nf"\1'"11,a ... ,...·1,; .,.ff'\ tY"\ tl., o ; .. ,....,,.....r,or •'\ t" rt ,,,....,...,,._r,.,-.t: n"" 
\V IU.::ll : "-dll l:;_cll \.J\} ( IIIU VCl,11\... QI\.. J.IUJU- J .. .IIC, H _( .l)l\.l"-"-'U.. •UI\..I .> l V un •• 11 ll V.!i\.o.) Q i;) '1... VV LI\..V \,.,lJ\4' 11 

boiling away merrily on a small spirit stove on the study table boils over . Glyn turns 
toward it hurriedl y and the Raspberry Jamjar slips from his fingers. The study doorway 
suddenly empties as Glyn's studymates bolt. though tbey·n never get downstairs before 
the school dis integrates around them. But they balr as they merely hear the crash of 
breaking gla ss. No explosion ! Glyn's marvellous world ,shattering invention has, like so 
many of his other revelations. no1 worked when crunch time arrived! 

Kangaro o an<.i DlUle with the help of Tom Merry and other interested Shell parties 
who have turned up 10 li s1en to the 
studymate s alterlcation. eject Glyn 
from the End Study and crnm his 
firework materials into a large 
suitcase. toge d1er with all the melly 
chemicals. with the intention nf 
dumping lhem in the River Rhyl. 
Glyn himse lf i~ anointed with 11is 
newly invented liquld glue and 
speods a long rime in the baLhroom. 
His new liquid glue does work and 
he has the dickens of a job to 
remove it from his bafr and face . 

Gyn. thioking that the New 
House might be pleased to bask in 
tJ1e glory of backing up a soon-to­
be- world-famou s inventor invites 
himself to the study of Ffggins and 
Co. and, telling theo1 he needs a new 
lab to produc e bis fireworks , shows 

• • If you w•nt t.t\• o lua ," s,d d Kan ua.roa, "you ahall h•v• It!" And th • Oorn4 

'!ilalk lllt. •d $h• pot. ov.,. B •,.naf'(I Olyl\ 'li f:.1ee. The •v hoo1bo1 in ·O•Ho r-11pl\llt11n-d 
wi ldly •• gl u• ftow•Cl O\,H' h i • ~hHk• , l 1t\o hl l mouth 1ro oand hi• 1111'1 1 "fl d l n\Q Ill• 
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them "one he made earlier'' (as we would now say), a marvellous jumping cracker which 
··explode s twelve times in successio n and nt the same time se nds off showers of different 
col.oured sparks. What do yo u think of that?'' Glynn asks the bemused New Honse Co. 
Not much, as it turns out. Glyn inadv e,te ntly drops the crac ker in the fire and it animates 
itse lf before they have a chanc e 10 get out of the way. Th e gunpowder smell is appalling 
and nearby stu dies are sure a confl agrat ion is about LO erupt. Glyn, the unappreciated 
ge nius, is flung thr ough the New H ouse doorway and spread-eag led in tJ1e Quad. 

- - - !1---3 

T h1:=-' w i.:s • "udJen detun11Uon In th • woodsh11d , le t ow ~ J by m o r• and mo ;:;,- a-::o, oa ng , ba ng 1 Cr11ck1 cr·,1,, 

Squrb•, c~~ct:~•'pt~: 1!~~~'1u~:~~.,~~~~~:/::~:~•t•!~!"t:i'f~fl~t1~1b:~t1~~~~~~ .. •;::t~·adr~;~1::~~~·r coug! ur 

So poor old Glyn winds ttp in the wootL<,hed. His fa ther. the we ll-known millionaire 
from Liverpoo l, is very proud of his so n's invenri ve capab ilities and prcividcs him with 
plenty of money to egg him on. So he had no difficulty in reµlac.:ing all the chem ica ls. jars 
and other contraptions whkb lay at the bonom of the Rltyl. However. use of the 
woodshed, being one of the provi nces ove r which reigne d Taggles the St. J im 's _p()TlCr, 
had to be pajd for and here again. Glyn 's father' s milli ons provide a generous t1p. 
So Glyn sets to wo rk. free from the annoying co mplains of lesser mortals and is 
glorious ly happ y .. surround ed by bottles , jars. tubes and sme lls:' He is workin g on some 
hu-ge display pieces which wilJ lighten up the sky on the rright of the Fifth. He has 
already finished a piJc of smalk r fireworks. K,mgaroo and Dane , toge tJ)er with Tom 
Men-y and Co .. also D' Arey aml his srudymates of the Fourth , a.re pleased to be friendly 
with Glyn now lbat his sme lls are confin ed to the great outdoors ru1d visit Taggle s 
woodshed to sec how Lhe gre;it man is co mi_ng along w ith the entertainmcnl artefacts 
which will give them pleasure on the Fifth. Gus1,y kindl y offe rs a helping hand. · 'J'm 

ll 



wathah a da b hand at help1n ' fellows . you know." he remarks. and idly picks up a fuse 
and begins waving it abo ut wond ering what is the peculiar object to wruch it is connected. 
Glyn makes D 'Arcy jump by shouting at him to drop it which the helpfu l soul does. The 
fuse is co nnec ted 10 a large cracker and D'Ar cy's nervous jump causes the fuse to faJJ l.oto 
the lighted spirit stove. A magn ificent display promptly follows as the large cracker and 
D ' Arcy's nervous jump cause the fuse to fall i.nlo the lighted spirit stove. A magn ificent 
display promptl y follows as the large cracker detonates and i.mmediately jumps into the 
pile of finished firewo rks. The juniors crowd out of the gunpowder-filled wood shed and 
Glyn. in total exaspera tion , ejects D"Arcy with the aid of a broom . 

But. come the night of the flfth and the exha usted genius ha~ been able to replace the 
smalle r fireworks destroyed by tl1e large cracke r. I le has also produced two djspla y 
pieces which he think s wi.ll please the School House and Dr. Holmes . The ~ ~cl has 
promi sed to look kindly up on the display from the safe vantage of the school steps where 
he can dodge quickly i_ndoo rs should anything disturbing occur. For him Glyn bas 
produced a display piece readi ng "T be Head is a Bri ck!' ' and for tbe School House ·'The 
New House is requ ested to Go and Ea l Coke!" 

Unfortunately the two display pieces . when lit, contraili ct that which Glyn 1111cndcd 
and be has to hurry to the Head to apo logise for his havin g read "The Head is reque sted to 
Go and Ea t Coke!" Dr. Ho lmes is grat:iously pleased to acce pt the apology and lhe New 
House is chuffed to be hail ed as a B.rit'k. Another of his inventions gone wrong or 
medd ling by the ki ndly in tentio ned Gussy? Glyn believes the latter and goes off in hot 
pursu it de tennj ncd to "s trew lhe hung ry church yard' ' with D' Arcy 's bones . 

(The shenanigans recou nted above orlgin ally appeared in GEM 299, 2 Nov 1913 and are 
reprinted in GEM J 499, 7 Nov 1936. The illustra tions by R.J. Macdonald are from the 

1936 rep rint.) 

*************************************************************** 

WANTED: All pre-wa r Sex10n Blake Libraries. All Boys Friend Librari e.t. All 
conrics/papcrs etc witl1 stories by W.E. Johns, Les lie Charteri s & Enid Blyton. Or ig inal 
artwork from Magnet , Gem, Sexton Blake Librar y etc. also wanted , I wi II p:cy £ 150.00 for 
original Magner cover artwo rk, £75.00 for orig inal Sexton Blake Libra,y cove r artwor k. 
NORM AN WRIGH T. 60 Ea stbury Road, Watford , WDl 4JL. Tel: 01923-232383 . 

*************************************************************** 

WIZARD OF OZ . Single casse tte issued some years ago containing abridged version of 
film. Sa le or loan app recjated. Price please to ERNEST HOLMAN , 10 Glenbervie 
Drive, Le igh-on-Sea , Sussex . SS9 3J U. 

*************************************************************** 
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LIBRARY CHAT by Derek Ford 
1 suppose you would only find a complete run of tbe Deteciive Libra1y in 1he Britisb 

Library. Amalgamat ed Press archives have long since been dispersed. Only eight of 
them have co me my way in many years of co llecting ' Blakiana ', so that is all J have to 
base t.bjs chat on. 

Number one was dated 14•h June, 1919, although a Limerick reader. in number 31. 
te lls the edjtor that he has been a regular reader every week for the last three years. and 
Arthur Gomersal, Leeds. offers the price and postage for number one, which I too am 
prepared to pay - plus inflation. 

By my first number , 1 I , we seem to have settled to a weekly 14,000 word story uf 
Sexton Blake and Nelson Lee with "Your Editor 's Page"'. The editor has news of a 
forthcoming story by Sidney Drew about his millionaire ' tee Graydon Garth. There arc 
colour illustrn tions to back and front and, unusually. a centre colour spread of some 
clramarjc inc ident i_n one of rhe stories: in this issue Blake's aeroplane crashing into a 
fugitive at the wheel of a red car. These watercolo ur painti_ngs could be won by writing to 
the editor telling him what you were doing to spread the fame of the D.L. 

In number 28 we have a Derek Clyde mystery. A complete J 0,000 word story Rbout 
Clyde appears every week in the Glasgow Weekly Record, we are told. 

In number 29 appeared the fa st of a series Nelson Lee v. Jim the Penman, atias 
Douglas fames Sutcliffe, in 'Th e Sealed room". Number 31 finds Sexton Blake and 
Tinker in Ma.ncheSLer. In the fog they come across the bound body of Dr. Mayo outsiuc 
the ·'Haunted Grange" . a few miles from Openshaw, where he bas been imprisoned . The 
doctor has been kidnapp ed so that an impos tor - Dr. Mayo's "bad lot" brother - coulc.l 
take away young Lord Salfo rd from hjs Eccles home. From there to Nap les, where there 
is a dramatic rescue of Lord Salford from the brink of the volcano and a fight in which 
Dr. M ayo 's brother falls into the seeU1ing inferno. 

Number 32 sees Blake at Kings mere Co llege as FiJtb-Form master Mr. Gresham. and 
Tinker as the Head 's new secreta ry, James Hargreaves. They are there for the protection 
of Jolm Bagley ·s two sons . tbcir father Lllieatened by the Grand Ame1ican Natural 
Products Tru st to do a deal with them or face the consequences. 

By 41 the serial ·Nip per at St. Ninian 's ''was established and Nelson Lee was 
battling with "111e Brotherhood of the Five Fiogers ". 

The last number I have of the D.L. is 48, Blake and Tinker are slill at Kin gsme re, and 
Nelson Lee is investigati ng 'Th e Ape's Paw' '. And there is an ominous note of change in 
·'The Editor's Weekly Letter· ·. He has had a pile of letters endorsing a reader's letter 
suggesting that s1ories of Buffalo Bill and Robin Hood be added to its "present attractive 

13 



feature s", a ve rdic t on the proposal awa ited fro m the majorit y of reader s. Numb er 50, 
dated July 10. 1920. was the last issue when it beca me Nugge t Weekly, and finally 
di sa ppeare d int o The Mllrv el a few months later. 

It is a pu zz le why the D.L. wa s ever Launc hed. Th ere wa s littl e if any slack from its 
mentor s . Union Jac:k. Nelson le e Library, and SHL to attract the pocke t money away from 
them. At 1 V2d it mu st have di vided into a lhd for the publi sher . V2ll for the retail er and I/id 
for the new~age n t - and no returns! A poli cy applied to tJ)e SBL fifty years later when 
y()u saw fadi ng co pies in newsagent's windows up and down the co untry moad1 s a.fter 

iss ue. 
TI1ere was a splendid pair of iron 'Pe dr o<; at a September auc tion of Sotbeby' s. 

They wou ld have made wonderful guardian s fo r your fron t doo r. But at £32,000 d1ey 
needed guardin g. By Alfred Jacq uemar r (lli2 4-9 6) . they were eac h 3'3 \.'2" in height. A 
s imi lar pai r of blo odlmund s may be see n at the pri vate entrance ro Woburn Ab bey. 

B looclhouncls were in th e news rece ntl y when some we re sea l for tria ls by the pol ice , 
and Sher lock llolrne s was quo ted. Ho lmes neve r had a blood hound , 1 remember. ll was, 
of cour e. Sex lon Blake they shou ld have credi ted . Pedro mak ing his firs t app ea rance in 
the hundr ed th nu mbe r of Un ion J ock. I do not know when Ne lson Lee too k charge of 
Rajah , but it is no doubt reco rded so mewhere in tbc C.D . 

*************************************************************** 

HLM & 1~-~o~'I~N~ _,1f 
-= · -~~- in 

Thames & Chilterns Country 
The new, revised and upmled edition of Ibis bcsl 
sdfing guide to 61m and lY lorcations in Thames and 
Chilicms Country is now av.ilable. The bool, has details 
on over I SO locations from the l 950's to lhe prcscnl 
day, background infunnation to fl1311Y of lhe 
productions, a trail to follow and location walks around 
Bumharn Bt:eches aod Black Park. Also featured is a 
tomprehensive location guide to Midsomer Murders. 

You can discover where !hey filmed Dad's Anny. 
Doclor Wbo. James Bond, Chilly Chilly Bang Bang, The 
Vicar of Dibley, Easlenders. IO I llalmalians, The 
Avenger~. ·n1e Railway Children, Genevieve. Inspector 
Morse, Goodnight Mister Ton\ Mrs Bradley Murders, 
Shillingbury Tales and rrnu1y more. 

i -. 

~ 
·}JI/ To order your signed copy please send a cheque 

~ ~ , r forS.10.99 (incl p&p) payable lo 
~ ~ t...... ,, Film&: lY Tours lo: 

F1t.M & TV TOURS, PO BOX 313. CHESHAM HP5 3XJ 
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IRON IN THE SOUTH by Mark CaJdicott 
PART THREE- ENTER THE PROFESSOR 

Frank King ston is travellin g across L ondon aboard an omnibus. Re is on rhe upper 
deck and, because this is l 911, it is in an open-topped bus. This has a bearing on what 
happen s next. When he sees an elder ly gentleman fall down in that path of another, 
oncoming omnib us King sto n ab le therefo re to leap straight from the upper deck i.nto the 
road "as if the distance had been a mere foot or two" . He sweeps the old man into his 
arms. and dashes to safety. This conrageous and selfless act has consequen ces which add 
a new dimension to Kingston 's battle against the Brother hood oflron. 

of bravery, this white -bearded gentleman invit es him into his home. He introduce s 
himself as P rofessor Graham Polgrave , a nam e wh ich, Kingston confesses, means nothing 
to him. Polgrave surpri ses Kingston with his next remark s: 

"l am interesl.ed in you," he went on. ' ·because l can see that you are no 
ordinary man. Ah. I surprise you. Ha, ba. my you ng friend, you do not know me 
yet! You are a man with" great ly developed bra in, a man will, remarkably keen 
eyesig hl. a man w ith al111os1 super-human streng th. 1 can see it all. in spite of your 
outer appearance of foppery. Why do you dress like that? lt is not. nonn al for you 
todoso .. . " (Gem 160, 04-Mar-l l) 

Because he can see Kingston's true nature , he ex presses the desire to share wilh bim 
his secret Kingston bas been puzzled that the Professo r 's name has not appeared in any 
publ icat ion or lectur e. Polgrav e exp lains that he works for pleas ure and , because he does 
not wish to be in temtpt ed , works entirel y in seclusion, shunnin g pub licity. His 
inventions, he says, are for djs~overy and use after his death . 

Kingsto n is taken to Polgrave 's secret laboratory where, among the profe sso r 's many 
notable inventions, he is shown a remarkabl e range of drugs which, Polgrave declares, 
will be of great use to detectives since they have the e ffect of allcring facia l appearance in 
a cont.rolled way which allows the appearance of other s to be mimicked - a chemica l 
alternative to make-up. 

ln res pon se to the compliment Polgrav e has paid him. for Kingston is the ooly person 
with whom Polgrave has shared his sec ret , Kingston revea ls his own true identity, 
recounting Lbc whole of his adventures, and of his fight against the Brotherho od of Iron . 
The profe sso r is enthrall ed and , finding King sron 's cause a worthy one, declar es bis 
willingne ss to allow his inventions to be used in the battle. 

Kingstoo 's prese nt conce rn is the for safety of his aUy, the detective Carson Gray, 
whom the Broth erhood beljeve to have knowledg e of their organisation and whose life is 
therefo re in peril. He asks Polgrave if he can use the disgu ising dntg LO impersonate the 
Brotherh ood 's Chief Agent fo r Canada , James CaseU. who is to arrive that aigh1 to allend 
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COLIN CREWE CATALOGUETTE . NUNfBER 10 
UOYS' AND GrRLS ' STORYPAPER S, COMl CS AND HOOK S, 

)
TUE SECRETS OF THE SHIU.Vti:S AND BOX ES REVEALED 

MO NT II LY IN STORYPAPER COLL EC TOR S' l>IG ES'J'. 

1211 WESTWOOD ROAD, CANVEYISLAN D, IJ:SSEX SS8 OED 
n :LEP HONE: 01268-69373 5. 9AM - 9PM l>t\lLY 

ARMADA UUNTE R PAPERBACKS circu 1960s and 197Us. A large box husj ust emerged from und~r the ) 
stuirs ccmiaining 6 different I iUcs al I brand new mint copies@ £5.00 each. 
I. Billy Bunter in Brazil 4. Billy Bunter lite Bold 
2. Bunter 's HoliJuy Cruise 5. Bunter· n, c Rack~tet!r 
3. 13i!Jy BuntcJ's Barguin 6. Billy Buntcr's.Bcnefo 
M AGNET COMPANION 1971. A cl)Jle1.:tive biogr-Jphy index &.directory, nrar mint in c.lw. £6.00 
MAG NET COM PANION )977 . A ct1llecuvc biogr.iphy 1ndex & <Jirectory. ne;ir rnint in d,v. £7.50 
MAGN ET COMPANION 1966. Comple tely revised, many new (eaiures. mlr.it paperback. £10.00 
MAGNET il1td GEM FACSIMI LE EDITIONS 1994. Guide & CmaJoguc to nil Howard 8aker Vols. £6.50 
HOWAR D BA.KIIR GRE \' FRIARS LIBRARY. 4 titles fe,iluring Billy Bunter Md Harry WhartQn of 
Grcyfrairs School are nenr mint copies in splcrt<lid pictorial du~twrJppcr. 
J. 13illy Bunter Gets the Boot £ 15.00 2. Bunwr the Bad Lad £12.00 
3. Billy Bunter' s Tra111p £ I 2.00 4. Billy ,Bunter's Rebellion £12.00 
DE MORTU IS NIL NlSI UONUM. The Frian. Llbr:try Nn. I. Arthur F..uw,1rd".s superb lt1lc conrcrninl?. the-
Chums of Grcyfri~i,. School during the early days of World War 2. Mint quality paperback. £16.00 
TH E BEST OF MAGNET & GEM 3/6tl . A very attractive ginnt size early post-war p3pcl'b!Lck. .£16.00 
BlL LY ll UNT°ER'S HOLIO AY ANNUA.L 1967. Publishec.l by Odhams. 1976, avg copy. £14.00 
Y AROOll! (A Feast of Fn mk Richard s) pr~sented by Gyles Brandreth. H:.otunng l:.xit Bunr~r. th~ Ja~t 
Magnet story never h<!fore published, very good copy in dus1wrripper. £ 15.00 
T AU .. ,S OF BENDOVER COLLEGE by Charles Hamilton (starring Wi ll H:1y). vg m dw. .tl4.00 
BUNTER ,SAllJB hy Dtuiicl Green. fir~t edi tion. 1985, llodd:ir Scoughl011, vg in clw. £22.00 
UUNfE RUY APPO INTME NT by Daniel Green, lirst ed ition. 1987. Hodder SM ,ghton. vg 111 dw. £24.00 
MAGNET 1st EVER ISSUE: }~EAR 1908. Special souvenir facsimile.' pub by rle etway, 196.S, vg. f'.7.50 
CENTENARY OF CHARLE S HAMILTON 1876-1976. A splenclid mint pictori:il cover designed by Brian 
To~ liOO 
GR.EYFRIARS 'H K Marr1<m, blue ~nd white I\ il li foriar design. prnnd new, one only, 1:20.00 
FRANK RI CHA RDS' CE rENA RY WALL PLATE 1')87-1976. Bmnd ne,v. Picture nf Fr.ink Ri.:h,irds 
ttncl his lwuste ROSTILA WN. Dosigo inclllde~ Fnutk Richards signuture (Mugnet - Greyfriars) (Boys· .f1ricncl -
J.;)t:kwc,od) (Gom -S t. Jims), Martin Clifford, Owen Conquest an<l Charles Humilton. 'Delights the c•ye' . 

J:25.00 
A HISTOR Y OF THE MAG 'ET AND GEM by Etic Fayne ru1J Roger Jt'r1kins from \he Museum Press. 
240 pug.es for fascinu1ing words and evocati ve illuslrmions. A very good copy. .CJ5.00 
ROOKWOOD . EdiLed by John Wt::mhum, 210 serornptious pages. Conu·ibutions includt: Eric Pa)~ie, Breeze 
Bent ley. Mary Cauogun, Roi::cr Jenkins :.inJ, of cour,e, Owen Conquest. Very good copy. I J 2.50 
CENTENARY EDITION (/\ni hology from the work~ of CJ1arles Hamilt<ln). Over 300 pages pu!Jlishecl by 
Museum Press.. Co11ti'ibu1io11s fron1 Una Hamilton Wrighi, Roger Jc11ki11s. Les Rowley, vg. £ 14,00 
FRANK RICHARDS - THE C l~AP BEIJINO T HE CHUMS. A cJ11m<:e 10 own u first edition of MM y 
Cadogan 's wonderful hook on the gre.it n1:i11. Mint in dus1,vrnpper. £25.00 
McCALLS GRltYIIRlARS GUIDE. Docto r Peter' s fomous work. First cdit1011. 1982, vg in dw. £ 16.00 
THE ROAD TO GREYl?JUAUS by George Richmond Sar11,11aF Fir~t edition. 1984, vg in dw. £.18.00 
G RF.YFRIARS FOR GROWN urs. A nosrnlgia-tadcn selccuc)n of extract..~ from the t,fognet and Gem 
compiled by Lawrence Sutwn wilh preface by Mary Cadog11n plus Foreword by Bob Mor1khouse. Vg lo dw, 

£15.00 
GREYFJUARS SCHOOL -A PROSPECTUS. Published by Cassell 1965 w murk the end of the famous 
J811TLES OF Tl ffi SKILTON-CASSBLL BUNTER 800K SERIES. Vg in dw. ;CJ 8.00 
THE AUTOBJOGR.APHY OF FRAN K .RICI fARDS. Skilton Fi'rst Edition 1952. Vg 1n dw. £42.00 
THE AUTOB1.0GRAPHY OF FRANK RI C HA.RDS. Skilton McmoriaJ Edition I 962, Vg in J,v. £30.0(l 
TflE AUTOUIO GRAPHY OF l''RANK RICHARDS. Riband Memorial Ed 1%2 . Vg paperback, £ 18.00 
I SAY YOU F'ELLOWS the boo k about Churles ll amillon by Maurice Hall. the 1990 very scarce first 
Ct.lit ion published by \Vhar1on Pre$s. /\ , 11jn1 copy in dw. £.15.00 
THE WORLO OF FRANK IUCHARD S by W.0. Lofts & D.J. Adley, Fir'St Edition 1975, Vg in dw, £30,00 
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STOR\' PAPER COLLEC-I'QRS DIGEST (1'T-£R FIRST 50 YEARS). Compiled by Mary Cudogan and 
John Werliam. T-folf a cenh1ry of Collectors Digest cclcbmtcd in a sumptuous mint volume of J60 A4 size 
papers. £18.00 
90 GLORfOUS YEARS. Erle Fayne and 'Ilic Gem ru1d TI1e MagneL Very good copy. £ 15.00 
DO YOU REMEMJJER7 Retlecti(ln~ on the writ.ings of Charles Jlamilton·by Roger Jenkins. Vg. £16.00 
Tiffi BIG FAT BUNT E:R BOOK. A Cl!lehnnion of 13illy Bunt.er. Compiled by Mike Higgs. neHr mint. 

£14.00 
ROWARD BAKER,N ELSON LEE OMNIBUS VOLUMES. A complete set of3 in near mint coni.Jition. 
Vol 1. ·rhc B11rring Out at St. ·Frank s. Nelson Lee Library Nos. 229·236 inc. Old Series year 1919. £ 12.50 
Vol. 2. Expelled. Nel.son Lee l.ihrary Nos. 68·71 and 76·79 inc New Series year 1927. £ 12.50 
Vol. 3. The Haunted Sthool. Nel~on Le"' l. ibr:iry Nos 542-549 inc 1925 includes Ez.rn Quirke seri~s. £22.00 
ORlGTNAL GEM ISSUES OF ~flD 1930. 2 long runs in n~arly very good plus cCln<lition contained in slip 
case box ·s for c.onvcnk·nt shelf stm1ding. An absolute feast of 1'0111 Merry and Co. or St. Jirns in original 
formal. Preferred sale in good runs proceed@ £3 per issue. 
GEM RUN ONE: 2.5April 1936-11 Dec: 1937. lssue.s 147J-1556 inc. Total 86 issues. 
GEM RUN TWO: oJu ly Jq35.27 June 1936. h$ues 1429-1480 inc. Total 52 issues 
ORIGINAL MAGNET ISSIJES OF J930s. A tremendous long ct,mplcte run e.nding With last ever issue no. 
1683 The Shnrlow of the Sack. A nm of 398 editions stnrtlng with Magnet numbu 1285 of I Od 1932. 
Condition c,r 396 iN~ue~ is HI least very good wilh many even wtier . For sale@ £3 per issue in good runs. 
I 0% discount givt111 if sold as complete 101. 
TIGER TIMS OWN (Comic Collection) Howard Baker Volwne No. I. A c:ompilalion of 16 of the best 
loved pre-war children·, comics in original colours. This sumptuous volume: of nostalgia includes Film Fuii. 
Rainbow. Tiger Tim'i, Weekly, Larks. Playhox, Comic Cut,,, TI1e Jc>ker, Tip Top. Kinema Comic. Puck . 
r'IL: ~ - "T"t. - "J- 1 . • - r. ......... , ,l f - -_J ·- ( - 11. .l"'"I ,. _.• . ll"l, • • •• I + . C. • .... + - • •• IM · . t . . .. ,. -- '- - ..I. ~ . •' ~C--i'\(\ 
\...lllb}~. 1 fl t:. JUKCI, runny VVUIIUCI, ., 0 11.y \....OU"t:· O Ulll Cfl ry. 1v.1crry unu on guL V g. cvpy 111 u w . L "\J,UV 

UERLOCK SHOLMES (Th l' Complete CaSl' book ol). The clcligh1t11I Sherlock Holmes pnrodies or 
Charles lia111il1on the cJ·c:1101' of Billy Bumer. Grcyfriars, St. Jims 01c. Mim copy in dw. J:l4.00 
THE BEST Of CII UMS. Edited by Philip Warner. Cassell Firs! Edition, 1978. Vg m dw. £ 16.00 
THE U 'CENSORED HOYS' OWN. Dick Beresford - Spifring wles or Plueky Deeds and unspenkable 
beastliness. A Mardon;1Jd Book, 1991. Mint copy. £14.00 
THE BEST O'F QRfl 'JSll PLUCK B.O.P. revi~ii"d by Philip Warner. very good in dw. £12.50 
TUI<: SEXTO N HLAK.E CASEBOO K Gallt!i)' Prl.ls~. First Edition J987. Coinpi!\!d hy Mike Higgs. Vg in 
dw. £15.00 
THE SEXTON BL AKE DETE C rI VE LlBRARY. Hawk Books 1989 (First 4 novels). Vg in dw. £14.0u 
THE NTNTB SEXTON BLAKE OMNIBUS. 2 ft1ll lc11gth novels, Howard Baker 1972. Vg. in dw. fl2 .00 
CRIME AT CIIRISTMAS (Sexton Blake In vestigates}. Howard Baker Omnibps Edition 1974. Vg in i.Jw . 

.l l 8.00 
SEXTON BLAKE- STA R OF UNION JACK. Howard Baker Omnibu~ Edition 1972. Vg in clw. £15.00 
J UST WILLIAM ANNUAL 1978. Number one. Authorised edition based 011 TV series. Vg copy. £ 12.50 
JUST WILLIAM ANNUAL 1979, Numher 1,vo. Read all aboul his lales1 e~cap&des. Vg. cof)y. £12.50 
THE CHAMPIO N. Lovely boys' $tory paper of 1011g ago. WM reau Rockt,st Rogon, Firework-$ Flynn. 
Leader of th~ Lost Cr1111111:imln·; . TI1e Te~m wiLhout a Ground behind lhe school dl'!sk·J Sut:h halcyo11 days! 
Priced 1950. 1955 inc@ C2.95 each. 1947- 1949 inc@ .£3.95 ~ac:h. 1943-1946 inc@ £4.95 ouch. 
1121,1125,1130,113 1,t l40,1 158, 117'.l.l l75.117G,l l77. 1178,U79 , l l80,1181,1182,1184, 1185,I IS6,l l87. 
I JS9, 1190, J I 9 1.1192, 1193.1 195.1196.1197,1200.1201. t202.1204,1105.t 206. I 207.J 208, 1209.1210, 111 l. 
I 2 12, 12U,l 214,l 215, 12 16,12 17, 12 18,1219.1220. I 221.1222.1223,1214, 1129,12.31 ,1233, 1234.1235, 1236. 
1237, 1238, 1239, 12.40, 1241, 1242, I 245, 1246.1247.1248, 1249,'1250, 1251.1252, 1253, I 254, 1255.1256, 1257. 
1258. 1259.1260.1261,1262.1263, 1264,1265.1268.1271.1272, 1273,1274.1278,1280, 128 I .l 282.1284,1285. 
1297, 1298,1299,nOO.lJ02 ,J308.13 10,13 11.1318.1319,1321.IJ23.1325. 1326.1327.1328.! J19.13'.10, 1331. 
1332. l333, IJ34.l 3J5, 1336, IJ37.1338,l :HO, 1341.1342.1345, 1346.1347.1353.1354, 1357,1358,1365, 1366. 
1367, 1370,1371.1372,1374,J376,J378,13'79.1380, 138 1, 1382,IJ84,I JS5, 13R7,1389, I 390,1391.1392. 1393 
1394, 1395,1396.1397.1398, 1399.1400,1401.1402.1403,1404,1406,1407, 1409.1410, 1411,1416,1417, 14 18 
1419, 1420,142 1.1422.1423, 1424. l425.l437. 1438.1441.1445,l4S 1 .1497.1498.1499, I 500.1504.1505.1506. 
1509, 1522.152.'i.1526.J 527,J 530, 1531, 1537, 1539, 1542.1544, I 546. 1548.1550.1551, 1560.1572, 1573,1574 
.1575, 1576.1578, 1579.1580. 1.582. 1583.1585.1586. 1587.1590.1593.1594.1595, 1596. J 597.1598.1600,l 60 1 .. 
1602, 1603.1605, 1606, 1607, I 608, 1609.1610.16.1 l.1613.161 S, 1616. 16J7.l 618.16 19, 1620.1621 ,1622,1625. 
1626,1627.1628.162.9-,!630,1631.1632.1631, 1637,1638,1639, 1640, 1642, 1643, 1644,1645.1646,1647.1648. 
1649.1650.165 I .1652, 1653,1654, 1655.1657.l 658,1659,I66J .1662.1663.1664, I 665, 1666.1669,(673,1677. 
1678.1680,1681.1682,1683,1685.1688.1689.1690.1691, 1692.1693. 1694.1696.1698.] 703.1705,1710.1713. 
1715.1729. 

TERMS: PAYMI:.NT ON YOUR SATTSFACTORY RECEIPT OF GOODS PLUS POSTAGF. AT cosr. 4 
ROOMS OF srocK. VISITORS MOST WELCOME BY APPOINTMENT. YOU WILL BE AM;\7.ED 
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the BrOLherhood meeting wb ere Gray's fate is to be decided . Kingston meets Casse ll at 
the station an d takes him to Pol grave's house where the professor brings about a 
miraculo us change in Kings ton's appearance. transforming his skin. features and shape of 
his foce t0 be ex.acrly like that of Casse ll. Brooks readeri. will kn ow Lhat disguise is ofteo 
a centra l fearn re of Brook' swrics. but on every other occas ion I can think of this has 
bee n through theatrical props. The idea of disguise through drugs was not used again as 
far as I am awar e. J think this is rath er a pity, because once the unlikelihood of such an 
invention is for given. the reaso n for the undetectability of tbe d isgui ses used is far more 
credible than some of the ridjculo us examples of the success o f theat1ical make up io Later 
stories. 

Kings ton successfully enters the Bro therhood 's mee ting . Have rfield Jjes to hjs fellow 
members, say ing that Gray has confessed to know ing of the Brotherhood. The 
Brotherhood 's plan. therefore, is lo plant an agent acting as a butler in Gray's house. The 
agent is to ~uTange for Gray·s telep hone to be wired so that it will kill him through 
electrocution . Having gaine d this vital information. Kingston returns to Lhe Professo r's 
house in orde r to bave 1l1e reversing drugs administered. He lea rns from the Professor 
that the p1iso ner Casse ll 's hear t is in a very poor state as a result· of his dissipat ion. It ii; 
this one fac tor which then saves JGngston and the professo r from rota.I exposure. for 
Casse ll ove rhears their conversatio n and manages to make his esca pe. He rushes directly 
to the .BrOLherhood aod is on the point of revcaJing Kin gston 's imposture and putting 
Gray's life at ri sk by preve 11ti11g Kingston's intervention . Hi s exert ion in reaching the 
Council Chambers is too much, for he is on the point of revea ling Kingston' s identity 
(" lli s name is - aagh''') when he is struck down by a fata l heart anack . 

There is a furth er setbal:k for the Brotherhood when Mr. Joseph Reynolds of the 
Bro the rhood. seot to pay a cal l on Gray so that he can witness rhe foul deed, asks if he can 
use the te lepho ne. ll1 is is in tended to be a ploy to ensure thar Gray does not suspect there 
to be any problem with the telephone. but disaster str ikes for at that very moment the 
Brothe rhood 's te lephone mcchan.ic, let into the house by the rog ue butler. tests the power 
input into the telephone and Reynolds is killed. 

rn despera tion, MiJvertoo. another Inner Council member effects the hackup plan. 
which is to poiso n Gray. But these plans had also been discussed at the meeting where 
Kin gston was present, so Po lgravc is able ro exchange the po ison for a drug of his own 
which g ives Gray the appearance of death . While Gra y lies apparently dead, Kj agston 
manages to inject Haverfield with an other of the professo r' s preparatio ns. a rruth drug. 
When Haverfie ld meets the Brotherhood's leatler Lord Mou.nl-FanncU. the scene is most 
entertaining . Haverfield immedia tely reveals that he lied about Gray's knowledge of the 
Bro therhood and admits tha t be wanted hjJJl kiJJed for oo reaso n other than revenge for 
Gray hav ing tracked him dow n. Mo unt-Fan nell recogn ises that Haverfie ld has put the 
Brotherhood at ri sk in takin g an action whi ch was to satisfy only his own perso nal 
vendetta. Mount- Fannell decides to rid himself of Haverfield by giving evidence of his 
crime to the pol.ice. thus deJive ring him to the hangman. With Gray's "innocence" 
es tablishe d . the detective is able to make a full recovery from his premature death. 

With the conclusion of the Have1tie ld episode and the re-establishing of safety for 
Carson Gray. the Iron Island set·ial ended. It was immediately followed by a continuation 
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under the heacling The Brotherhood of Iron. Other than the change of name, there is no 
apparent differing, and Kingston carries on his campaign as hefore. 

His next target is Dr. Julius Zeetman, who is in charge of the Grange Private Lunatic 
Asylum. All is not as it seems at the Grange., however, for Zeetman is also a member of 
the Inner Council and uses his asylum to hide away victims of the Brotherhood who are 
not insane. Kingston 's learns this from Crawford, his man on the inside. WiU1 Dolores 
posing as a nurse Kingston gels aclmitteu to the asylum as a patient. TI1ey manage LO free 
two of the victims. and make plans to release the other six. Then Kingston overhears 
Zeetrnan telling Stevenson. his hcat.l keeper, that ten men are to be drafted in from 
London lo act as extra guards lO hide in the grounds and prevent further escapes. 

Once again Carson Gray proves bis value, for receiving a message frorn Kingston, he 
manages to delay the reinforcements. This allows Tim Curtis and Fr42er to pretend to be 
the extra guards, fooling Zeetman. Knocking out Stevenson with a poison dart, ant.l then 
repeating the exercise on the other keepers, Kingston is able to free lbe remaining victims 
and dispatch Lhem Lo London in his car. 

Zectman discovers the awful truth and flees to London to tell Mount-Fannell. In his 
haste he forgets that there are papers at the Grange related to the dealings or the 
Brotherhood. On his return to gel them he meets Kingston. Zeermai, pulls ouL his 
revolver to shoot him but Kin gston mesmerises him so that he can1Jot shoot, and then 
tricks him into takin g a drug which turns him inl o a madman. Kingston is then able to use 
Zeetman 's keys to open his safe an gain the documents. Mount-FanncU. having 
accompanied Zeetman on h.is train journey to the Grange, is waiting in Jj sguise for 
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Zeetman at the station. Kingston arrives at the station witJ1 Dolores and Mount Fannell 
hears Kingston mention "wiring Mount-Fannell in London·'. Mount-Fannell immediately 
concludes that KingstoJl and Dolores are at the root of the trouble at the Grange. Mount­
Fannell seeks to trap Kingston. but Kingston has penetrated his disguise and turns the 
table son him. leaving him Lies up in a subway. 

By this stage of the sag.a, into U1e twenty-sixth episode, 13rooks has developed a 
gallery of characters which allow him to sustain the variety of b.is plots. With Kingston's 
own array of superhuman powers, with Dolores providing the ·'undercover female" role. 
with Crawfo rd providing ins ide information which allows Kingston to line up his targets. 
with Carso n Gray providing support. detective work and police Eaison and with Professor 
Polgrave supp lying disguises. drugs and inventions, [3rooks has provided the means of 
developing end less possibiJities for waging a battle against an unending series of villain .. 
For a you ng writer this is a remarkably mature approach to his craft. 

*************************************************************** 

FORUM 
From TONY COOK: 

I am delighted wilh tbe interest shown by our readers i11 John Buchan. J would 
however clarify the matter of The Island of Sheep which was commented upon by Colin 
Partis. This pa,t icular nove l is not generally accepted as a Richard Hannay novel for as 
Denis Bi_rd points out he is only a peripheral character in this. The credits go to his son 
Peter John Hannay. I must make an apology regarding tbe error pointed out by Mr. Bird. 
Indeed it is Mr. Standfast and not Steadfast although if I do not blame a rypu1g or p1inting 
enor I feel sure Uiat r shall have to resig11 from the John Buchan Society!! 

Fred Rich wrote regarding The Rea$dale School Myste1y . He might be interested to 
know Lhat 1 have a copy of this book published round about tbe early 40s. Having 
looking through ir again I suggest tJ1at there is no Scottish connection. T too have tried to 
find out more information regarding the author bur witbout success. 

From JOHN LEWIS: 
I was rather surprised to note AndrF·.w Miles was unaware of the fact that Mr. 

Benjamin Legge was the Headmaster of the Courtfield County Council School, ride 
Magnet 146 (p.7, col. 2). 

From GEORGE BEAL: 
I came across this silly bit J wrote on a flyleaf in a book 111any years ago, 
.. K.iam mi estis juna lrnabo, mi eislis ire felica kiam alvenis la sekvantan eldonajoo de 

la knabeca semajnaJo MAGNET. Tie, oni povus Jegi pri la vivoj de Billy Bunter kaj la 
aliaj k:naboj de la fama lemejo 'Greyfriars'!'' 

Wfoch, being translated from the Esperanto reads: When 1 was a young boy, l was 
very happy when the weekly publication of tbe boys· paper MAGNET arrived. There, 
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one was abl e ro read abou1 1he lives of Billy Bunt er and other boys of the famo us schoo l 

Gr eyfrnir s! 
I learne d the language whil e servin g in the arrny during the last war. Tr he lped me 

from go ing mad w ith bo redom ! 

From TERRY BEENHAM: 
1 waS in my newsagentS thi s morning and noticed and perused the curr ent publ ication 

of Essex Countrys ide magazine. I have no t take n it for very many yea rs bur l was 
interested to see thal they had focused on the Essex town of H alstead. [ loo ked through 
the mag. but there was no memio n at all of Edwy SeiLrles Brooks. 1 felr fai rly sure that 1 
had heard Club members mention that ESB had lived in Halstead at some t.ime. 

I feel that it was in the thirti es . 
I dec ided to t.lrop a quick line to the Tou rist ln fo1mati on Ce ntre in Hal stea d .. . 
1 am just wonderin g if you know the Halstead address of ESB or perhaps. if you 

think i t of sufficie nt inter est, to put a line ou t in a foture issue of Co llec tors ' Diges t asking 

if any read does know it? 
I certainly would be interested. T wo uld pa ss it on to the Tourist Informat ion Centre . 

Halstead is not roo far fro m where I Hve in Cheim sford and i couid pay a visil and 
hopefu lly tak e a ph oto or two. [ then wo uld be very happy to send you a copy of the 

photo for futur e publ1cation. 

From ERNEST HOLMAN: 
As a result of read ing the articles in rece nt CDs by Andrew Miles , I fou nd my 

thoughts go ing back quite a few years. 
After read ing Yarooh by Giles Brandreth, I wrote to Eric Fayne with an article. 

poin tin g out that 1 co uld not believe that Lhe excer pt from a so-ca lled Jost Mt1gnet 
manu scrip t cou ld have been the work of THE Frank Richards . I quoted evera l snipp ets 
from the excer pt , pointing ou t that th is did not sound like Hamilton ' s work at all. 

Eri c repli ed th at he felt F.R. by 1940 was not always writing al his old brillian ce. He 
fell that the exce rpt I rucnti.one t.l was par t of the Ba11le of the Beaks. What do C.D. 
readers think'? For myself , l feel that the exce rpt was phrased as though much had 
happ ened since Shad ow of the Sack and therefor e co uld not have been in Battle of the 

Beaks . 
What do other C.D. reade rs think ? 

From ROY WIDSKIN: 
I am enjoying Brill Bradford 's T Remember articl es very mu ch . 
I was intereste d to read Lbe features on Ro cke t io Septemb.er's C.D. Howard Corn 

who has a comp lete co llection of the comic gave a talk about it to the Ca mbrid ge Club on 
30th Apd l I 995. 

The ta lk also formed the basis of an articl e by Howard in tJ1e winter 1997 editi on of 
Eagle Ti.m es as part of the Ri vals of Eagle series . J believe an art icle on Captain F alcon is 

also in the pipe lin e. 

*************************************************************** 
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NEWS OF THE 

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUBS 

CAMJJRIDGE CLUB 
For our September meeti_ng we gathered at the Duston (Northampton) village home 

of Howard Corn . 
After our us ual sho1i business section Howard presented an item on the Knockou1 

com ic. Launched in March 1939 by Amalgamated Press at 2d. it closed 1251 issues larer 
in February 1963 . 

1 k in g m~ny Prnmplr.s ()f the co mi c :ind its Annuals taken from nvr.r rhc four rlr.cMlcs 

of its publi cation Howard demonstrated just how th.is 'funny', ia.itiaUy edited by 
Montague Heydon , had come by some delight fol characters. The comic usually bad just 
one page of full colour [Lbe J\P version] with tbc remaining strips being printed in rcd(or 
blue) black and white. 

Many of its characters were inherited: stripwise these included ScxLOn Blake and 
Billy Bunter imd . in text, an American Cowboy/Soldier story foaruriJ1g soch peopk: as 
Hoa long Cassidy, Kit Carson or Davy Crocken . Home-grown characters included .Deed­
a-Danny. Our Ernie anti Sporty. In the 1950s their token Sci-Fi strip was entitled Swiss 
Family Rollin son. lt also presented so me da sics in picnire strip format. The public:irion 
appe,u s to have possessed a ·holding capacity' element for some of the greal names of the 
genre when their original print vehicle collapsed. 

Kn.ockvu1· s cartoonist included some famous ' names ' such as Eric Parker, Par 
Nichole and Hugh McNeil!. 

Later. Paul Wilkins qu izzed us with Twenty Questions on rhe cinematic legends from 
the Western. ADRlAN PERKINS 

LO NDON O.B.B.C. 
No fewer Lhan 39 members and guests sat down to enjoy a sumptuous meal at the 

Brentham Sports Club. Peri vale, on Sunday 17'h September. 
The London O.B.B.C. Annual Luncheon is always a special occasion and th.is year 

was no exception tO the rn le. Guests included our President, John Wemh,un, his able 
assistant Gail Root. our old friend from North of Warford , Dan-ell Swift, Jonathan 
Cooper, we ll known Jennings aficionado. and Eileen Buckericlge, wife of Anthony who 
was, sadly. ju st too unwell to be with us. 

Eileen spoke knowledgably and with grear enthusiasm about her husband' s works. 
giving a number of insights into where certain s1orylines originated. A reaJ treat for the 
many Jenning s fans present. 
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Followin g the meal, many members and guests made the short journey back lo Bili 
Bradford 's house to continue chatting and enjoy a cup of tea and a cake. 

A thoroughly enjoyab le day which even the fuel c1isis could do nothing to dampen. 
Sincere wishes for a speedy recovery are extended to Anthony Buckeridge. We 

sincerely hope that he w.ill be able to join us at a club gatheri ng in the not too distant 
future. ALAN PRATI 

********.****************************************************** 

AT Grc)1rlars, when the fields were white, 
Ice-skating gave us keen delight ; 

And weird and wondrous was the sight 
Of Bunter, rolling rapidly. 

His " borrowed II pair of skates wrre odd. 
Belonging each to Bull and Todd, 
Wbo. rushing breathless t hrough the quJd, 

Were bawling "BUNTER l" rabidly. 

Bul Bunter, as he sped along, 
With all the merry Greyfriars ihron~. 
Burst into loud and t uneless song, 

I lis fat face beaming happily I 

'' The champion skater i shall prove, 
The shining star of lhe Remove. 
You clumsy asses must improve l 11 

Said Biliy Bunter snappily. 

With breathless snort and gaspin! wheeze, 
H.is mufilcr streaming in the breeze; 
Like a ~iou l snip in heavy se.a.~ 

Wenl Bunter, rolling rapldly. 

But thin ice can't accommodate 
A human bulk of Bunter's weight; 
Anj so, beneath each b(irrowed skate 

The ice was cr,,cking rapidly l 

Then Bun(er's gladness turn ed lo gloom, 
The ice rent like the. crack of doom, 
Exp11, inx a wide, watery tomll 

Where Bunter sank unluprily ! 

" Help I Save me i " cat11e the bubbling 
cry. 

'' I 6ud-dud -dm1't yet want to die I 
I've not begu11 to live, that's why 1 " 

Gasped BunteI, sinbn~ rapidly. 

We. laid a ladder on lhc Ice, 
And saved the porpoise 111 a trice; 
And now, in blankets wann a11J nice, 

We're roiling Bunter rapidly ! 
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FIim books for sale from 

T NORMAN WRIGH 
60 Eastbury Road 

Watford W01 4JL 
To reserve telephone 

' . 

01923 232383 
Postage :£1.00 pe r book, 

SOp other it ems .max £8.0 

Walt Disne:x: and related 

1 )Mickel! MQuse Annual Dea 

copyright 1957. Light corner 

bumps, top inch spine re­

glued. Generally VGNG­
£10 50. 

o. 

n 

The uFllms or· series. 

Publ ished by Citadel (USA 

All hardbacks . Profusely 

illustrated large format 

) 

vo lumes. Very heavy! 

8) The Films Of Marlene 

Dietrich by Dickens1 st 1968 

VG in VGNG- dw £15.00. 

9) The FIims Qt W.Q.Eie!gs 

Deschner, Intro by Knighl 101 

1966. light foxing else VG in 
VG- dw £15.00, 

y b 

1 Ol !he Eilms Of Ch51rtie 

~ by McDonald. Conw 
& Ricci. 1st 1965 VG in VG-

y a 

dw. £12.50. 
11 l The Eilms Of Fredrich 

io} Douglas Fairbanks-the 

Fourth Musketeer by Fairba 

& 'Letitia Peter Davies 1st 
nks 

1953. Biography of the great 

swashbuckling star. VG £7.5 0 
21) Qougl51s Eeirbanks The 

makmg g[ a Ss;;reen Qhs1rs1s;;t er 
by Alistair Cooke Museum of 

Modem Art New York 1st 

1940. Fairbanks & his films 

Ex lib. (1 small withdrawn 

stamp) VG+ Scarce. £15.00. 

22) Ws!mer Brothers Present 

by Ted Sennett. Castle Book 
s 
s 

edition 1971. Few small fore-

edge stains else VG in VG+ 
dw. £17.50. 

2) Walt Disney's Peter Pan 

Paint & Crs1:x:on Book 1 .. 1953 

Purnell. A Lovely annual size 

painting book. Full colour card 

wraps 80 pages of line 

drawings to paint and colour. 

Very light comer wear, 
internally untouched £25.00. 

3) Ballad of Daw Crocket 

sheet music with pictorial 

cover. 1'' margin tear £2.00 

March by Quirk 1 ;i 1971. VG . Westerns : Stars and fllms 

4) Snow White and the 7 

Dwarfs. Brochure. nd but 
probably ·sos. Published by 

Circle Sports Ltd. £3.00. 

d 

n 5) Walt Disney's Sto(Y of Rob, 

Hood and his Merrie Men 
Juvenile productions. Lge 

format strip book in full colour 

Light damage to top 1" of spine 

else nr fine copy. £12.50 

6)The Art of Walt Disney by 
Feild 1st 1945 Collins Mark 

where cutting removed from 

inside cover. Light stains to 

boards and a small pull to top 

of spine. Generally acceptable 

copy £15.00. 
7)Shuffieg Symphones carg 

~ 1940s. Cards near fine 

photocopy rules, poor box 

lacking lid. £20.00, 

in VG- dW. £10.60. 

12) The Eilms Of Sge~cer 

~ by Deschner. 1 1968. 

Nr fine rn VG+ dw. £12.50. 

l 3l Ihe Ellms Of 1$:athstrine 

Hepburn by Dickens. 1511971 

VG+ in VG+ dw. £12.50. 
14) Ihe Erlms Of Qtor; 
Swanson by Quirk. 1 1984. 

Nr fine in nr fine dw. £12.50. 

15) The Films Of Joan 

Crawford by Quirk. 1iil 1968. 

VG+ in VG+ dw. £12.50. 

l 6l Ihe films or Jean f::iarlow 

by Conway & Ricci. 1 • 1965. 
VG+ in VG dw £15 00 

Swashbucklers 

17) Fl:x:nn. The tith:entl.l[es Qt 

Rc>bin Hood Book of the film. 

Ward Lock. nd (40s) 8 colour 

plates, 70 black & white stills 

from the Flynn film. Light wear 

to edges else VGNG+ £25.00. 

18) Fl)lnn: Errol Fl)lnn 

TreUntold StQrz'. by Higham. 

1 Granada 1980. nr fine in nr 

fine dw. £8.50. 
H!)F~nn : TtJe !:jollvwoQQ 

~ by Norman BBC 151 

1980. Includes Flynn, Gable 

etc. Nr line in nr line dw 
£8 50. 
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23) Walloe: Quke- The John 

Wayne Album by Boswell & 

David. 1st 1979 Ballentine 

USA lge format card wraps. 

Many many photos including a 

colour section. £5.50. 

24) Wgyne: The Big Man - the 

John Wayne ~!O[Y by 
Tomkies.1st 1971 Barker A 

biography. VG+ in very tom 

and repaired wrapper. £4.50 

25) Western Film & TV tinm.ia! 

1962. Bonanza team on cover 

Some edge/corner wear/ 

bumping. Internally VG+ £7.50, 

26) P~kenoeh · The Western 

Films Seydor. University of 

Illinois Press 1st 1980. Fine ,n 

VG+ dw. £12.50. 
Horror : stars and films 

27) Cushing Pe!er Ps1st 

Fgrgetling: Me!!liir5 of ttle 

Hsimmer Years1 Weidenfeld 

& Nlcolson1988. More from the 

popular horror star. Fine 1n fine 
dw£17 .50 
28) Kaclgff: Qes1c BQrl:i . the 

Ute of Henri Wilh51m Pratt 

a.k.{!. Bgris tsarloff by Lindsay. 

1st 1975 Knopf USA. A must 

for KaJ1offfan~ VG+/nr fine in 

edge worn dw. £25.00. 



Screen Clowns, screen 
comedy and comedians 
29) Chaplin - The Immortal 
Tramp by Minney 1st Newnes 
1954. VG+. VG- dw. £5 .25. 
30) Holloway : Wiv A UWe Brt 
o· Luck by Stanley Holloway . 
1st 1967. Nr fine VG+ dw. 
£12.50. 
31) Comedy Teams: Movie 
Corned.¥ Teams by M.attin. 
1970 1 Signet (USA) 
paperback format. The best of 
the film comedy teams . VG­
£3.50. 
32) Keaton : My Wonderful 
World of Slapstick by Keaton 
with C.Samuels . 1st UK Allen & 
Unwin 1967. Nr fine in VG dw. 
£12.50. 
33) Lloyd:The Return of Harold 
Lloyd 32 page card covered 
booklet with many photos and 
info on the star. nd (1946). 
Fine £3.25. 
W WIiiiams : Kenneth Williams 
A Biography by Freedland . 1Sl 
Weidenfeld & Nicolson1990. 
Fine in fine dw. £8 .50. 
Musicians , Musicals, Music 
Hall, etc. 
35) Astaire : Steps in Time by 
Asta ire. Heineman 1st UK 
edition 1960. The auto­
biography of Asta ire. Ex Smith 
library but only 1 small label on 
back of endpaper. Name on 
half title page. Generally an 
excellent copy no dW £17.50. 
36) All Talking All Singing All 
Dancing: Pictorial Hjstory of 
the Movie Musica l by Springer. 
1st USA Cltadel 1966. Lge 
format full of photographsVG In 
G+ dw £12.50. 
37) Burlesque : A Pictorial 
History of Burlesque by SobeL ,st 1956 Bonanza (USA) Nr 
fine in VG+ dw £12.50. 

38) Music Hall: British Music 
Hall: A Story In Pi!;;lures by 
Mander & Mitchenson . 1st 19 6 5 
Vista. VG in VG dw. £10.75 . 
39) Po[!er: Cole Porter A 
Biography by Schwartz . 1st U K 
Allen 1978. VG+ in VG+ dW 
£8.50. 
40) Tin Pan All~y -A Pictorla 
History (1919-1939) by 
Whitcomb . ,st UK Wildwood 
1975 card wraps . Complete 
words & music of 40 songs . 
Generally VG £7.75. 
The female stars 
41) Baker: Baby Doll an 
AutobioQJaphy by Carroll 
Baker. 1 UK 1984. Allen . 
Autobiography of the actress 
known for her roles 1n Giant 
and The Carpetbaggers etc. 
Fine in fine dw. £10.00, 
42) Bankhead : Miss Tallulah 
Bankhead by Israel. 1st UK 
1972. Allen. Fine, In nr fined w 
£10.00. 
43) Crawford : A Portrait of 
Joan aa Aytobioara12bY by 
Joan Crawford. t .r UK 1963 
Muller . Nr fine VG+ dw . 
£10.00 . 
44) Crawford: Joan Crawford 
the Ultimate Star by Walke r. 1st 

s UK 1983Weidenfeld & Nicola 
Lge format, full of photos . Nr 
fine in nr fine dw . £12.50. 
45) Davis: The Lonely Life by 
Bette Davis. 1:;a 1962 
Macdonalds . Autobiography of 
a the great star. VG+ In VG+ 
dw. £8,50. 
46) Die!rl~h: Dietricb by 
Frewin. 1967 edition Frewin. 
Nr fine nr fine dw. £7 .50. 
47) Dietrich : Marlene Dietrich 
by her daughter Maria Riva, 1 
UK 1992 Bloomsbury . 800 
pages many photos . Nr fine i 
VG+ dw with one repaired 

n 

closed tear. £15.00. 
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48\Fields : Gracie Fields Her 
Life in Pictures by Hudson. 1st 
1989 Robson. f ine in fine dw. 
£7.50. 
49) Grable Bettv: Bettv Grable 
Lif~ ~jQry Album 1949 Dell. 
Ma!jazlne format 52 pages. 
Full of photographs . Covers a 
little worn/creased , generally 
VG+ £12.50. 
50) Garbo: Garbo A BiograQhll 
by Zierold . 1970 rep. Allen . 
VG+ in VG+ dw £7.50. 
51) Garbo: G2rQQ Qn GarQo by 
Broman.1st: UK 1991. 
Bloomsbury. Fine, fine dw 
£12.50 
52) L~igb; Vlv ieo Leigh A 
Biography by A.Edwards. 1977 
rep (same yr as first) nr fine nr 
fine dw. £8 .50. 
53) Matthews : Over My 
Shoulder An AutoblograQhY by 
Jessie Matthews . 1~ 1974 
Allen. Fine in VG+ dw . . £7.50. 
54) Monroe: Marilyn The 
Tragic Venus by Hoyt 151 UK 
1967 Hale. Nr fine VG+ dw. 
£8.50. 
Other Film genres 
55) The Great Gangster 
Pictures by Parish & Pitts. 
Scarecrow Press (USA) 1st 
1976. A splendid work of over 
400 pages from a small 
publisher. Just slight rubbing to 
edges. Scarce £20.00. 

- ALWAYS WANTED 
Most pre -wa r papers/comics 
including: Boys Friend Libs , 
School -girls Own Libs, PIiot , 
Schoo lb oys Own Libs. 
Pre-1965: Beano , Dandy , 
picture libs , 
All:Biggles , William , Famous 
Five (in wrappers please) 
Magnets & Gems not 
required. 



MISGUI DING MORPIIEUS by Ted BaJdock 

My dreams were always beautiful. my though ts 
were high and fine; no life was ever Lived on 
earth to match those dreams of' mine. 

H. Van Dyke. Another Chan ce 

Dhrarne. always go by conthrai-ries, my dear-
s. Lover. Rory O'More 

A warn, summ er afternoon in mid-term . T har parti cu lar time when eyeli ds tend -
a lmo st nan1raU y - to droop a little. When the drowsy bum of bee s adds an irre s istib le 
incentive to id leness. A hrtU"holiday to boot. 

Almo st all tl1e fellows, those whose eye lids were more active, were abroad engaged 
in variou s activities. A sub dued tapping from the direction of mastGrs' studi es sugge sted 
that a Remj ngt on was in action , that the Remove master was engage d in his endl ess and 
favourite task. His torica l facts we re in pr ocess or bei ng pinned down for posterity at a 
nrnid rat e. - --r- -- - -- - -

The Rem ove pas sage was. for ouce. abnom1a lly quieL The studies were au deserred 
on this j o l ly ru1d free half holida y. With the except ion of No. l. Here in J was sampling 
the comfortable cleligl1tS of HaJTy Wharton' s old basket armchair drawn up by the open 
window. 

Th e accumu lation of gentle so und s from without, the murmur from the playiDg 
fields , a shout or two mellowed by distarn;e from the direction of the river were all 
cond ucive to slu mber. A cu shion at my head, my feet rest ing co mfo1tably on the window 
led ge. and my mind winging its way into the delecta ble land of dreams! 

Dreams ca n be joUy, especially those from which one wakes so mew hat re luctantl y. 
So me may be sa d, some disturbillg, many thought-provoking. Just what escapes from that 
·orher wa r.Id' in our m inds when we slumb er is known to no man. 

ll was nor long before my own s lumber s began to fomrnlat e raU,er strang e, not to say 
unb elievab le visions . 

Th e cwtain 1ises . Billy Bunter is rolling down the Remove passage toward s Herbert 
Vernon Smith who is advanc ing from the landing. 

·' I' say, Smithy old fellow , Lbc post ha s just arrived and l have been disappo inted 
about a postal order. lt should ha vl!! anived today. I 'm jolly well going to ask the Pat er to 
wri te to the post master general abo ut it. .. I wonder if .. . " 

' 'Say no more Bunter old man ,'' said Vernon Smith _ reaching into the inside pocke t of 
bi s ja cket and producing a bulky wallet. ' ·What sh!Lll it be, o.ld fe !Jow, will a fiver meet 
t11e case?'" 

Oh . . . I say'" gas ped BuJ1ter. 
" Don ' t say anything my dear chap , it 's a pleasure to see you through, there is no 

hurry re-fu11diog you know:' 
S01jthy clapped Bunt er on the back and passed on, calLing to Rcdwing in cheery 

tones (sm a ll wonder that r s tirred a litt le Ulleasily in my slumber s). Richer gems were to 
follow howe ver. 
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·'Bw,t er, old fellow." Thu s Wingat e, cap taiD of Oreyfriar s to the Owl who was 
ensconced in tbe only armchair in the Rag. ' ·Can I have a moment , old fellow. Sorry to 
di sturb you. I was wondering, wo uld you care to join us in the first eleve n against 
Rookwoo d next Wedn esday? u· you have anything else lined up do not hesi tate to call 
off , l shall quite undcr stancl. AIJ tlle fellows would apprecia te it no end if you would join 
us. Yo u would. of course, open the ba tting w:ith me. That shou ld make Rookwoo d sit up 
and take notice ." (lt certainly would!) Bunter paused befor e rep lying. ' 'May I think 
about it Wingate? As you know, l have so many ca lls upon my time, it is dift'icult not 10 
offe nd the fe llows. one of the penalti es, l suppo se, of being so popuhLr." 

My dream drift s and fades into other shades. The tuck shop looms into view, 
wherein a jo stlin g crowd of fellows are aJl demanding immediat e attention . Elbowing 
through the ruck to the counter and there pushing aside two indJgnant second formers and 
takin g posse ssio11 of a stool is the Owl of the Remove . 

" If you please Mrs. Mimb lc 1- l am a Jittle short of ready cas h at the moment . . . ii is 
most distressing, the post you know. 1 was cxpecling a postal order but. . . " 

Mrs. Mimb le. ignoring the many shrill demand s being made upon her from all sides 
raised her hands in deprecation. "Please sir. please Ma ster Bunter , say no more, your 
word is as good as yoor bond. we all know. It i~ a pleas ure to serve you. Oi course you 
may have ex tended credit. Why, only la st evening I was say i.ng to Mr. Mimblc, if only all 
the boys were half as gen tlemanly as Master Bw,tcr. and as thoughtfu l, life would be a 
great deal eas ier. Another h alf dozen raspberry tarts, of course , and do try some of my 
spec ial jam slices sir T would va lue your opi nion on them . .. MIMBL E, look alive there, 
another glass of lemon squash fo r Mast er Hunter ... do hurr y there and dou ·t keep the 
gen tleman waiting .. :·. 

The dream clouds ove r a.nd the myste ries of sleep revea l anoth er set of characters. 
Su rely that is rhe portly figure of Mr. Prou1, the master of the fifth fom 1. hob-nobbin g 
with littl e Mr_ Twi gg. master o f the seco nd fo.m1. They are acwally arm in arm stroULng 
benea th the e lms. There is a dismal booming. '' Nonsense. my dem· Tw igg. you are quite 
righr. l hav e observe d with appr oval the discipline you maintain in your form - it cloes 
you cred it sir. I ratl1er envy your force of chat11cter my dear felk>w." 

As is rhe custom with dreams Lhc scene fades and merge:; illlo fresh fantas ies. I rn:iy 
be in en-or1 my memo ry co uld he blurred. ye t J thought I ob:-erved i.11 the shadowy 
periph ery of my dream the ,mc icnt figw-e of William Gos ling, cornerstone aod guardian of 
the old Greyfriars gate. He is tuggi ng a scant iLnd grisly fore lock to Billy Bunter as that 
youth passe s bye. I caught U1e unu sually mild tones: they were strangel y muted and 
so ftened . ·'Artem oon . MasLer Bunt er sir . . : · 

Once more the scene changes. Surely 1 musr be mistaken . Equally unsure am I that 
throug h the mists or sleep the unlike ly figure of Josepl1 Banks-; or was it Jen-y Hawke -
of the 'Thre e Fisher s' infamy , arn1 in am1 with none other than benign old Dr. Locke. 
strollin g i n the sy lvan shades of the Head's garden . having a cete-a-tete and apparently 
enjoy ing d1e be t of relation s. Bank s (o r Hawke) is actually Laking the ll ead's arm as they 
progress along the rose- fringed path. Did I see a slip of paper ch,mge hand s somewhat 
furtiv ely on tbc I lead' s part ? Sure ly Dr . Locke was not placing a bet on ·Slipp ery Sam ' in 
the 1wo-Lhirty at Wapshot. Perhap s they were merely admiri ng the rhododendrons and 
exchanging horticu ltural notes. Wl10 knows ? Of such stuff are dream s composed. 
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Eve nts were suddenly returnin g rapidly to a state of nonnalit y. Reality was breaking 
through from eve ry direction shatt ering , the idyll of my <lrcams. Alas for Arcadia! Alas 
for mellow smi les and honeyed phrases, for a truthfu l Bunt er, a 'c ivilized ' Gosling, a 
congra tul atory Prout. an acid-free Remove master - not to mention a suspect Dr. Locke. 
All were fadin g at an alarmin g rate, rather Like spectres at Cock.row. 

The sun is wes tciing . shadow s are lengLhening, fellows are returning in twos and 
threes from the playing fields and the river. A perfe ct Greyfriar s clay is drawi ng to a 
close . Crow ds of boys are study bound in search of tea . A sma ller crowd is making for 
big hall where the fare is somewhat more Spartan and traditionally , if inaccurate ly. tem1ed 
·Doors teps and Dishwater ' . A pecuniar y neces sity. 

" I say yo u fe llows , don 't shove, you know. Beast! I say old chap, I ' ll tea with you 
and repa y the complim ent tomon-ow - Yarooooh ! I say, Wl1arto n you beast .' · Bunte r is 
himself aga in. Once more the world has rerumecl to normal ity. 

And I, with some relucta nce , re move my phantom feel from Lhe window ledge mid 
dri fl back to my own doma in - a vag ue area somew here betwee n rea lity and the w<>rld of 
youthfuJ adven ture . 

When in the fullne ss of time I sit 
And dream of youthful clays, 

Fond memor ies throu gh my .mi nd will nil 
Of school days happ y ways. 

Where now are Quelc h and dear old Prout ? 
And Bunter wirl1 his fears, 

Coker with stentorian shout, 
The mar s a nd dista nt cheers. 

Where now the skin-tight loud checked ' Bags'? 
Where now the fat·uous smirk ? 

Where now the eve rlast ing ·rag s' 
Which in the memory lurk. 

Gone. aJI along the broad highway 
That leads to yesteryea r, 

Would they have paused and ever staye d. 
T 'was not to be, I fear. 

*************************************************************** 

FOR SALE : D .. C. THOMSON. THE GOLDEN YEARS OF ADVENTURE STORIES. 
l44 pages of selections from RO VER, WIZARD, HOTSPUR etc . Hardback . Fine. 
£ 10.00. Also WIZARDS from 1958 -1962 50p lo £ 1.00. Plus GEMS, BIGGLES, BUNTER 
and more. Send s.a .e. for lists tO ERIC SHEPPARD, l Forg e Close, Hempton, 
Bridlington. Y015 l LX. 

*************************************************************** 
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REMEMBERrNG THE 'B's' 

In the old days of picture going in the 1930s and 1940s, you had the big pi cture, rhe 
news, the cartoon. the Travelogu es ('An d so we say fa rewell ... '), the trail ers - and rhe 
secondf eature (or 'B' picu1re). 71-iese were sometimes almost as enrertainin g as the main 
a11racrion - B os ton Bla ckie. The SC1int, The Falcon. Charli e Chan , Bulld og Dru mmond, 
The Bower y Boys (or 'East Side Kids ' or wharever they were calling themse lves that 
month), Blondi e, Maisie, The Lon e Wolf. Roy Roge rs, 1/opalong Cassidy , Gene Aurry, 
The Lone Ran ger. and many or hers . . . rem emb er them? In this occasio, wl series of brief 
cinemati c remind ers. BRIAN DOYLE starts off wi th .. . 

Remember 'The Jones Family'? 
The y were a typical. middl e-class American famil y of the 1930s and lived in a nice, 

comfortabl e suburb , in a nice. white -painted, wooden-slaHed house, witb a front 
verandah , wltite picke t-fence s and front law ns and eve rything was safe and sound and 
friendly and all was right with the wor ld, and t here were Jots of smaJI adventures and 
relationships mid a few misun derstandi ngs and row s (b ut eve rything came right in the 
end) aud pkmy of laughter and humour . Espec ially humour. For these were family 
comedies and familie s (in both Am erica ru1d Britain) liked 10 see them selves and their 
own fami lies rellecte d in these kind of cosy picture s. 

The family co nsisted of Pa (or Pop or Dad ) Jones (played by Jed Prout y), Ma (or 
Mom or Mother) Jones (played by Spring Byington ) and Granni e (or Gran or Grandma ) 
(p layed by Florence R oberts). Then there were the off-spriJ1g: 3 sons (played by Kenneth 
Howell , Geo rge E rne st and Billy Mahan) (in desce ndin g order of age ). and 2 daughters: 
011e tee nage r (Jun e Carl son) and one 'grown- up ' d;:iughter (played at variou s times by 
June Lang, Shir ley Dca_oe ,md Jmm Valerie) . Russell G leaso n arrived in Number 4 of the 
series as romantic interest for the elder girl (playe d at the time by Shir ley Deane). 111ese 
two actually fell in love during shooti ng on the pic ture (aaa hhh'.) and marri ed in reol life 
(as opposed to reel life) . Occasionally guest stars wou ld pop in now and then for one fi lm 
and incl uded Slim Summe rville and Joan Davis. I think there was a dog arou nd too, but I 
can 't reca.11 the breed or nam e. 

There were 17 'Jo nes Family' films .in 4 years (Hollywood re.11ly churn ed ·em ou t in 
those days!) . the first being Every Sundiq Night (adapt ed from a phiy by Kat harine 
Cavannau g}H) in 1936 (they were the E vers fam}ly then). lr was intended as a ·one-off' 
producti on, but was such a hit (especially in smal I tow ns in tbe States) tha t a whole series 
was _planne d (with the farnjly name changed to ·Jone s·). 

The films (much better in Lbe e,ul y days than in the Jauer) could perhaps be de scribed 
as a 'juni or ' or slightly 's ub-standard ' version of the popular · Andy Hardy' pictures 
(stanin g Mickey Rooney, Lewis Stone and Fa y H olden), and thi s se ries o f family films 
also beg ru1 in 1936 (with · A Family Affa ir ') . But the Hardys were usually main or co­
fea ture attra c1ions, while the Jon es Famil y were always seco nd-features . The Jones 
movies were matlc by 20 1

h Century -Fox and the Harclys by MGM. 
Jed Prout y. who was ·Mr. Jones ' through out the serie s, is probably Lbe besr­

remembered character by tJ1ose who reca ll the film s at all(rhey h ave neve r, so far as l 
recall. been shown on J3ri Lish television for some reason). Prouty ( 1879- 1956) began 
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acting on the stage while st ill LO his ·teens in the 1890s , and was a 'so ng-and-dance man' 
for the first 25 years of his career, appear ing main ly in variety (or ·va udevi lle' as it was 
known in the States); he made his first (sileot) p icture in 19 l 9. TI1roughout the entire 
1930s and 19 40s, he averaged at leas t a doze n pictures a year! 

Plump , round-faced, balding, bespectacled, harasse d buc cheerful , exas perated but 
res igned , he was the ty pica l long-suffering, basica lly kind and benevo lent middle-class 
husband and father of the eve ryday ' ideal ' family as seen by Holiywood in the ' thirti es 
and 'fo rties. 

Sprin g By ington ("Mrs . Jones'), was, of course, the feminin e equivalent- the pe1fect 
and lovab le America n wife and mother, who maint ained her unblemished hair-do. apron 
and phil oso ph ical unders tandin g of eve ryone's prob lems, through thick-and-thin k and 
eve rythin g in berweeu. A ro le she had made her ow n since playi11g ' Marmee ', the mother 
of those 'Lit t le Woman' in the 1933 screen version of the Louisa M. Alco tt class ic (a 
perfornJance that won her an 'Oscar ' nomination). 

Th e final picture in the long series was The Jones Family - On Their Own in 1940 
(befo re Wo rld War Two co uld spo il the rosy and cosy picture of American family life. as 
depic ted in this kind of m ovie). As a matter of interes t, there were l 6 ' Andy Har dy' 
pictures 1936-58 - l S up to l 946. then Andy Ha rdy Comes Home as a sort of fiml l 
after thou g ht in 1958 . 

But Th e Jo nes Family work-schedu le took some bea ting - 17 feature ftlms in 4 
years! Yo u had to keep running on the same spot - and fast - to keep up with 'The 
Jo oes ' s ' in those days ... ! 

*************************************************************** 

"E v1::N lF You F"oRcor T HE" 
LINES I GAV E YOU -

Do NO T F ORGET TO ORD EZR 
YO UR. ' CO L LECTO R S DICE"ST 

A NNU AL ' /" 
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GEMS OFHAMJLTONIA from Pete Hanger 
On the occasion when a league match was being played at Courtfie ld. Trotter tbe page. had 

rece ived leave of absence from Mrs. Keeb le. the house-dame, 10 a11end his grandmother's fu1Jeral. 
When the circus came to Friardal e, Trotter asked, and obtained , leave of absenc e to attend Lhe 
funeral of his grandfather . A new picture at Counfi eld Palace co incided wi1h 1he sudden demise 
of TrotLer's unc le. and Trotter was given leave to attend the funeral. On L,mlbam Fair day, 
Trotter had required leave to give the funeral of his aunt his personal supervision. Bur by this 
time Mrs. Keeble seemed to th.ink that there were too many sudden dcalhs in 1he Traner fami ly, or 
perhaps she considered that Trott er was displaying an unhea lthy interest in funerals . Trotter did 
not go LO Lantham Fair . 

It had been quite a joke among 1he Remove fellows. who had heard of it. It was clear tbar, 
had not Mrs . Keeble grown susp icious. Troller would have s lain al l his re lations, one after 
another. 10 the thittieth and fortieth generation - a. massacre of the innocems 1ha1 would have put 
Herod himself to the blush. MAGNET 896 

.. . Billy Bunter bad no idea of being crowded and cramped, if he could help it. Neither Tippi ty, 
nor the Pamous Five seemed to rea l.isc thal Billy Bunter 's personal co mfort was the first of all 
considerations. Bunter realised il clear ly. MAGNET 1487 

Gosling was not a cheery characte r. He geneni lly took a pess imistic view or life. Often and 
often Gos ling wondered . as he sipped his g in and water in his lodge. whal had induced him to 
take up a ptace at a schoo l. Boys. in Gos ling"s opinion . were draned imps. There wru; occas ional 
satisfaction in shutLing out a fellow who arrived a second 100 late at the gates. and reporti ng him: 
bu1, generally speaking. Gosling's view of the rising genera tion was that they all or almost all. 
oug ht to be .. drownd ecl". Thrashings ,rnd detentions were good, in tl1eir way. but "clrownding'' 
was what Gosling really wou ld have recommended . MAGNET 1151 

Fishy had had his tea with Mrs . Keeble , m1d had eaten all he could. His mcc1ls being paid 
for. Fishy would have regarded i1 as idiot ic. if not actually sinfu l. IO miss ()ne of them. The C,1ke 
was a spec ial titbit to follow - one of Fisby's rare - very rare - treats . It had cost him two 
shillings and sixpence - two severe p,rngs and a hal f. Fishy was not go ing to eat i1 a ll m once . He 
was going to have a slice every day till it was gone - after which he was going to mourn sadly 
over tbe ha lf-crown he had spem on ii. MAGNET 1491 

Tea at the Pagoda was exac tly wha1 he wanted - a good solid, substantial tea something like 
a couple of IL111ches and a dinner ro.lled into one, whi.ch was what Bunter considered a real. 
genuine tea. MAGNET 1059 

"What about a spot o f footer befo re tea?" asked the Bounder. 
·'Le i's !" said Bob Cherry at once. 
··1 say . you fellows-" 
·'Hallo, hallo, hallo! Come on Bunter, we' ll stick you in goal! 

edge in sideways!" 
Room for you in goal if you 

MAGNET 1495 

Potier and Greene exchanged a .hopeless glance. If Coker waso'l satisfied with two black 
eyes, a strawbeny nose . a cauliflower car. and a list of other damages . they could not help 
thinking that he was greedy. MAGNET 1488 

Bunter 's cone was sharp and haughty. as became a gentleman. a l'ubli c schoo l man. and a 
sc ion of the noble race of Bunter, in dealing with so common a person as a c ircus clown. 

Mr . Tip did not seem pleased, however . Perhaps he did nor realis e Billy Bunter's immense 
supedority to the cbmmon herd. Lois of people didn 't. MAGNET 1488 
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MORE MORCOVE PERSONALITIES 

And 110w em erges frorn th e· • D onn " 
One, Gora Gran dways , on " th e sto rm ." 

Th e usual thing 
She's had her fling 

At tlwse who work har d for th e Form. 
Ju st hear her shout for all to hear : 
" I'll gel my own back, neve r fear! " 

'G<1it1st B etty's rule, she plot s, consp ire~. 
Th is sort of thing she neve r tir es. 

She vent s hr, 511ite 
To prove her right 

To ord er thin gs as she dcslres. 
But Cor:L's a lways pu t to rout. 
Unpopular -wi tlwul :t doubt ! 

Pam Wilh:mghby, a g irl of wea lth , 
Wl11.1 d ,\I.:,; us all i;oo<l t urn s IJy ,:;tca lth . 

A brain y 1,ort, 
A thor ough spo rt, 

Le t 's raise our cups and drink her health . 
And H elen Craig crie s out , " H ea r, hear ! 
" Pani Wilkmghb y is j ust a dear ! " 

Pam ba s th e late st thing in clothes , 
Th e latest tune she always knows. 

Ju st like a que en 
She walks serene 

With out a hin t of any pose. 
Good-looking - yes , bul never vain, 
A girl one want s to meet again . 

Th, ! l io nrth For m hold in high regard 
T ile l"'l"t lar Mi-., l~v,·ran l. 

We a lway , find 
Lier p:ttic,.ll l, kiml , 

She's ncv<:r har ~h. s ilc's 111.•vur hm d. 
Alt.hough at um cs h1·r pocJr h.cad tlt hcs 
Correct ing our abs urd mist;ik<.:~. 

I'm sure if you had got to lGach 
Naom ur, Paul n., how yo u'd scrncclt, 

AJ1d give th em fines 
And heaps of lines, 

And hurl the books withi n yo ur reach. 
Not so Miss E.-shc hid es ltcr pain 
And gets th e pair to fr y tvc!ain. 
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