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Written by Frank Vernon Lay from material in his collection
and information supplied by Derek Adley, Breeso Bentley, Bill
Lofts and Lon Packman.
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START/STOP DATA

Ko, 1 Volume 1 March 9th, 1912, Col, Blueish Green
Boys Friend Size

te
Fe, 12 Volume 1 May 25th, 1912,

No, 1 Volume 2 June lst, 1912, Greenish colour
Magnet size

to
No, 121 Soptombor 19th, 1914,

Title changod to Tho Droadnought & \ar Pictorial
Volume 1 Soptember 26th, 1914, Bluo & Whito
" 1 October 3rd, 1914, Groon Covoer

Title chongod to The Dreadnought & Boys War Weokly
December 26th, 1914.

I
BN

Title changed back to Drondnought
No, 136 Volumo 6 January 2nd, 1915, GOreen cover
141 February 6th, 1915, White cover
159 June- 12th, 1915, = amalgamatod with Boys Friend

Sexton Blake Sorials in the adnought

The Man from Scotland Yard The Hoir From Nowhaoro
The Man of Many Disguises Tho Man of Mystoery
The Man Who Venished The Mystery of the Soarlet Throad
The Men Who Changed Placos Tho Seorct Plotter,
The Great Conspiracy The Morchants Soorot
THE STORY

The Drendnought like the Penny Popular is ono of tho most intorceting of
tho Amalgamatod Pross publications, Much of its contonts wero reprintoed from
various cthor papors and provide a variod oross-seotion of tho popular stories
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of the day, It firet appearod on Maroh 9th, 1912, and carried on until Number
159, June 12th, 1915, whon it was amalgemated with the Boys Friond. Owing to the
frequent ohangos of title, colour and numbering it is a diffioult paper to
oollate without having the whole run and thoroforo a atn:-t/-tu'p 1iet is appondod
which should be uscful in placing ony partiocular issuc in its corroct placo.

Sexton Blake seriale were a common feature and stories featuring him and
George Marsden Plummer were well to the fore, R.W. Comrade (E.S. Brocks) had
two gorials "Scorned by the School" and "The Cad of the School", Other woll
known suthors to appenr wore Allan Blair, Lewis Carlton, Andrew Gray, David
Goodwin (John T'x‘agﬂuia), Sidney Drew and 4,8, Hardy,

Charles Hamilton wos violl roproecnted with, firstly, storics of Cliveden
roprinted from the Boys Hornld, Those were, in tho main of tho ehort humorous
typo. Socondly, by stories of St, Bthelberte which wore very eimilar and third-
1y thera nppeared twonty-four storios of Groyfriars Sohool reprintoed from the
corly Red Magnets, only Nea, 1, 10, 11, 14 and 27 not being reprinted out of tho
first 29 Mognots. At first those Oreyfriars storioe woro soveraly nbridgod, but,
~a thoy becnmo more nnd moro popular, so thoir length inoreasod until thoy became
the moet important and preminent feature of the paper. The abridgoment was quite
okilfully done and is not onsily detected without ectual physiocal comparimon
with the originals, The Groyfriars reprints appecred in Fos, 136 to tho final
Ne, 159, ond as thoy aro tho most intorosting contont will bo donlt with in
dotail,

Tho first Groyfriars story is "Bob Chorry's Triumph", & roprint of Magnot
No, 2 “"Tho Taming of Harry". It tolle tho etory of tho arrival of Bob Cherry.
Hugeldene, nlins Vnselino, posos as Harry ‘harton end loads Bob up tho gardon
path, In consoquence Chorry fighte Wharton and boate him, Vharton is vory un—
happy, hating his 1ifo at Greyfriars and Bob Chorry in partiocular.

The next is “Hageldeno's Treachery" reprinted from liagnet No, 3 "The
Mystory of Greyfriars" and is the famous story in which Hazeldene romovoe &
button from Wharton's coat so that he gots flustored and loses the examination,
Thanks to Bob Cherry tho plot is discovered, the oxamination is rehold with
VWharton winning, Hazeldeno receives a soverc thrashing from Bob Chorry.

In No, 138 wo find "Facing the lMusie" a roprint of Magnet No, 4 "Chums of
the Remove", Hagzoldone i oxtromoly unpopular becmuso of his conduct ovor tho
oxamination, Bulstrode finde o photograph of Hageldone's sistor in a lockot
Hagoldenc wore round his nook, nnd tounts him with it, Hagoldono is so mod ho
smacks Bulstrode round the face and challenges him to fight, Uharton acts as
hie eocond, Hagzeldene puts up a plucky fight but is no matoh for the burly
Bulstrode, When Bulstrode still rofuses to return the locket and photograph
VWharton also fights him and is similarly licked, Then Bob Cherry takes up the
cudgels but Bulstrode, perhaps not unnaturally after two gruelling fights, re=
fugos & third fight and flings the locket and photograph on the ground, The
ohums were going to have a feed but someone unknown (1) had stolen the gmub,
Hageldene volunteors to broak bounds to get some more and, in spite of their die=-
belief, does so and the story concludes with the four of thom Harry Vharton, Bob
Cherry, Frank Nugont and Potor Hagzoldene togethor with Billy Buntor having a
good tuck in in Study No, One,

Tho noxt story is "Captured by Gypsiocs" a roprint of Magnot Neo. 5
"Kidnanpped", The chums go to the station to meet Hagoldone's sistor Marjorio,.
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She does not appear and thoy discover she had arrived by an earlier train and
should hove met them on the road, Thoy romembor twe gypsy caravans thoy had
passed on the rond and a peculiar muffled ory that came from ono of them. It
looks &8 though Morjorie has been kidnapped, Thoy chase tho oaravans and fight
tho gypeies Nelchior and Barenge but aro boaton off, Thoy follow on however and
eventuzlly find Marjoric in toars by the waysido with bore feet ond dressod in
rags, Her own clothos end possossicns had been taken from hor. Thoy leave
Marjoric at The Green Man at Ferrydnle, On oatching up with the gypsies Tharton
roconnoitros but is ocnught and bound up, The other throo become alammed when ho
docsn't return and amm themselves with oudgols and attack tho gypsios, overpower
them, reloaso Wharton and take tho onravans with the two gypeies to tho police
etotion at Ferrydale, Uharton has Lroken detontion in erdor to moet Marjorie
but Queloh is going to let him off boeouse ho thought he did it in order to
sonroh for Marjoris., Harry confesscs that this is not truc, ho did not know sho
wns missing whon ho broke bounds, Quelch is very improssod by his truthfulnoss
and lots him off just tho samo,.

Next was "True Blue" from Magnet No, 6 "Aliens at Greyfriars", Boechwood
Acadeny is unsuccessful and its scholars together with Horr Rosenblaum are
transferred to Greyfriars, Among the scholars 1a the well=known Inky, who hoe
figured in ocarlier Hamilton stories of d and y Collego.
Bulstrode insults Inky by onlling him a “nigger" and Inky throws hl.m out of
Study No, 1. Buletrode challengos Inky to a fight, Inky anocepte but Vharton
doliberatoly forces one firset, tho loser to vacate Study No. 1, Proviously
Bulstrode has twice licked Horry and this time thanks to assiducue practice in
the gym with Nugent,liharton succevds in knocking out the bully.

This was followed by "The Remove Form's Riot" & reprint of Magnet Nos 7
"Rivals of the Remove' and deals with tho rivalry betwoon the forcignors from
Boochwood and the rost of the Remove, In this story we find tho use of "Jampot"
as a nickname for Inky, There is coneidorable japing and ovon more fighting
which culminntos with o riot in tho Romove olassroom which ovon Quolch is unable
to quell, Dr, Locke denls out severe punishmont all round and announces the
Boechwood foreigners are to return to thoir own school with Herr Roscnblaum,
Thoir departure is procoded by a tip-top foast and they all part very good
frionds, espoeinlly Inky and tho chums, As he loaves, Inky prosonte Harry
Wharton with a presont ss o tokon of hie cstoom, It turns out to bo a magnifi-
oent diamond,

“The Phantom Fugitivo" follows, reprinted from Magnet No. 8 "In Hiding".
It rolaetes how strange sounds are heard in the ruined wing, Grub is missing
from the studies and for once the oulprit is not Billy Bunter, A mystorious
ghost with a doad-white face frightens Skinner. The chume determine to solve
the mystory and after a stern chase in which the fugltive finishee up by hiding
undor tharton's bod thoy find to tholr astonishment that Inky is tho ghost! He
had not roturnod to his old school, morcly alighting at tho next station, roturn-
ing aftcr dark to tho ruined wing, After reprosentations 4o Inky's guardian and
to Herr Rosonblaum, Dr, Looke allows Inky to romain at Oreyfriare,.

Inky's diamond gift is the theme of the next "Heroes All" a reprint of
Magnet No, 9 "The Nobob's Diamond", Melchior and Barenge the gypsies who kid-
napped Marjorie Hogzeldene have escaped from prison and discovered tho scoret
pasnago that runs from the ruined ohapel to a box-room in Greyfriars., Harry is
caught by them and they steal the diamond from him, Harry escapes and with the
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help of his chumoe recovors the diamend. Nedoshn, the old gypsy woman companion
of the thiovop, hos beon befriended by the chums and having boen beaton by
Molchior bocnusc sho refuses to bo e party to their thioving she informs agalnst
thom and Harry & Co. puse on the information td tho Hoed. Ho allows Nadosha to
romain at Groyfriors, Tho ohums laoy an ambush for Molchior who walks right into
the trap and is promptly reburnod to polico custedy.

"Saving His Chum" a roprint of Magnet No., 12 "Harry's Saorifice" is a fine
sontimental story — a typloal carly Hemilton story of the best type, Hazeldene
gots into tho grips of Ikey Isnace, a moneylonder from whom he hos borrowod in
order to buy & bracclct for Marjorie. A half-soveroign is stolen from Inky and
Hozoldne admits teking it, Harry finds out why he wantod the monoy and tries to
square Ikoy with 30/— Colonol Wharton has sont him for a now orickot outfit,

Ikey insists on full paymont so Harry powns his watoh as well to pay him off,
Enzeldono promises ho will go straight in futuro,

Tho continuation "Friends At Last" a roprint of lagnet No. 13 "A Jolly
Holf-Holiday" is oqually good, and is an important ono in tho saga of Harry
Wharton, as it doals with hie roconciliation with Colonol Vharton, Buntor ro-
coives nn oxproes lotter on which he has to pay 1/6d, Ho obtains tho 1/6 by
s0lling a ellver ponknifo, opons the lettor to discover a P.0. for 1/-, Hazel—
done finde out how Vharton had squarod tho debt to Ikoy, Colonel Tharton vieits
the scheel and Harry tolls him what he has done but not the rosson and tho
Colonol is vory distrossod. Hogoldene confosses to Colonel Vharton., The Colonel
arranges an afternoon's holiday for them and takes them out in & brake for a
plenic, Whilst they are sky-larking with Bunter, Harry is accidentally pushed

in Haywnrd's Pool, which is named after Hayward Minor who wns drowned there when
the Colonel was at Greyfriars, Harry is stunned and is drowning, The Colonel
divee in after him and saves him with the aid of the chums, and all's well,

e now come to three stories dealing with Remove Dramatics — "Folling the
Fourth", "The Rival Performere" and "The Groyfriars Revellers" reprintod from
Magnots 15, 16 and 17, "Wharton's Oporatic Company", "Stago Struck — a Dross
Hchearsal" and "A Jolly Outing" rospoctively, In tho firat Tomplo & Co, attompt
to upoot tho apple-ocart but are not succossful, Thon thoy rohoarse a play to be
porformed on thoir vacation nt Vharton Lodge, Thoy havo many difficultics with
the part of tho villain "Colonel Keuffuan" and finally et \harton Lodgo aftor
much fun compromise with a porformance of Potor Pan, The storios aro vory slight
and only remarkable for the way Bob Cherry losos his heart to Marjorio Hazoldeno.

No, 149 is "Buntor tho Chof" a roprint of lagnot No. 18 "Roughing It", and
is notatlc for tho arrival of Ernost Lovieon, Ho doos not make a vory good
impression, The chuma aro alono in tho school duc to a breskdown on tho lino.
Bunter ncte as cook and Inky adde liquorico powder with tho oustard, causing
them all sovero stomach-nche, Gosling gots drunk and hns his fooo blacked with
eoot and Quelch mietakes him for a negro who, he thinks, has murderod Gosling.

"Phe Vinning Side" a roprint of Magnet No. 19 "Tho Groyfriars Challenge"
heralds the opening of the oricket sesson, Meunier's ocusin Henri Lerouge is
vipiting England with some French schoolboys and thoy ohallenge the Removo at
oricket, The Fronch boys idea of oricket diffors considerably from that of Grey-
friars and with the added complication of the Oerman boy Hoffman tho fun waxos
feat and furious,

"Bunter's Hush Money" a raprint of Magnet No. 20 "Billy's Treat" is o
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continuation ef tho provious story. Tho Fronch boys now ohnllonge tho Remove at
gymnastics, Buletrode plays a mean trick on Herr Rosenblaum and ttharton is sus=
pooted, Bunter knows Bulstrode io rosponsible and oxtorts monoy from him but

cannot koop quiot about it thus giving the game awny. -~

The noxt story "The Stolen Schoolboy" a roprint of Magnet No. 21 "The
Famous Four" is vory good indecd, Lovison is onpturcd by gypsics, frionds os
Helchiors. The Pamous Four bresk bounds and roscue him,

In "Reieing the Wind" a roprint of Magnet No, 22 "Fun by the Sea" Vharton
receives & "tennexr” from his uncle, Colonel Wharton so that he and his friends
con celebrate Founder's Day, which is a school holiday. They decide to spend
the day at tho sosside nnd togothor with Buntor, Hazoldene, Hoffman and Mounier
thoy set out for Winklogete-on-Sea, Aftor lunch Harry discovers ho has losthis
pocket=-book containing the remains of the "tenner" and their rotum tickets. Ho
hns to leave his watch, a present from Colonol Gharton, as soourity for farce
tho party owes for n brako, Lovison who was nlso at iinklogato, and had been
invited by Herry to sharo tho brake, will only contributo ono shilling which ho
czloulatos is his sherc and Vharton, losing his temper, throws it in his faco.
Thoy decido to go busking to raise the wind nnd pown Bob Chorry's watoh and with
the proocods have & good ton and hire somo minstrol clothos, lonving Inky's
wntch this timo ms scourity, Whilst they aro singing Bob Chorry spots o plok-
pocket in nction ond collars him, He turns out to be the man who had piocked
Harry's pocket earlier in the day and the lost wallet is recovered, now alas
only conbaining one sovercign but luckily etill with the railway roturn tickets
intact, In the moantimo Lovison hoa also had his pocket picked and lost his
roturn ticket end once more iharton takes pity on him and pays his fare.

Yoe. 154, 155 and 156, "Open Rebellion", "The Faddist Form=Master", and
"The Schoolboy Strikers", reprinte of Hagnets 23, 24 and 25, "The Oreyfriars
Riot", "Four on the Warpath" and "The Triumph of the Remove" aro a sories deal-
ing with Yr, Cheeham who talkes iir, Queloh's place when the latter is indisposed.
Ho has very queer ideas on food, education and sports and the Remove is very
sovorely tried, At first the juniors pull his leg but the tables are very soon
turned and they find 1ife under him well nigh imposeiblo and when ho orders thom
to wear sandals opon rebollion ie their only way out, Tho return of Mr. Quelch
is just in time to prevont any rosl unploasantness. Unfortunatoly lir. Quolch
is unoblo to continuo and lir, Chesham aguin has control of thoe Remove and soon
has tho Romove skipping in the Close, wearing night-caps, places the tuck-shop
out of bounds, and iseucs them all with tabloids, Goadod boyond ondurance the
Romovo mo on strike, starting with passive resistence at tho breakfast table, no
one enting anything, Temple & Co, como to their rolief and purchaso food for
them and leave it in the box-room, Mr. Chesham finds them locked in tho box-room
and orders them out, They rofuso to opon up but Levison and Bulstrode aro funky
and want to give in, Lovison who is boing held back by lharton, strugglos free
ond opons tho door and whilst doing so is struck a foreible blow by Harry. This
causes him to fall right on Mr, Cheshem, Whilst Mr, Chesham is dealing with
Lovieon in his study tho rost of the lemove escape, Tho noxt night tho chums
break bounds to Friardale and load up with tuck from Damo Muffins, On tho way
back, trying to elude Mr, Chosham, who is on the watch thoy are caught by Dr.
Locke, oromeing his garden, and, for tho firet time Dr, Locke is fully informed
of tho Porm-mastor's fads of whioh, noedloss to say, he takes a vory poor viow.
lr, Chosham promptly lenvos Groyfriars, Dr., Looke teking his place ponding the
roturn of Mr, Quolch,
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Billy Buntor is woll to the fore in "Billy Buntor's Poril" a roprint of
Magnet No, 26, "The Oroyfriars Sloepwalkor'. Pood disappoars during the night
and stronge nolsos aro hoard, It turns out to be Billy Bunter, walking in his
sloep, and the story concludes with Punter still nslecp climbing tho ivy-clad
olock-towor. Arriving ot tho top ho sits on the parapot, logs dangling over the
sido nnd n sheor drop of fifty feet below him, Harry Vherton olimbs aftor him
and lassoos Bunter just in timo to prevent him fanlling, Bunter awakes but with—
out hie glnesos dooen't roalise hie dongor and is appalled when ho doos, MNugent
olimbe up olso and with the aid cf a ladder Buntor is safoly rescucd,

"\ Tost of Chivalry" is tho title of No. 158, & roprint of Magnet No. 28
"The Romove Master's Substitute", iiss Locke, tho Hoed's sistor takos the place
of Mr, Checham as Mr, Quolch is etill not roally fit onough to rosumc his work,
Tho Remove oomo in for a gront denl of cohipping from the othor forms and ae Mies
Locke is really a good sort, quito able to handlo the boye, tho chume do not
know what to do, Bulstrode and Levison aro all out to got rid of her but the
ohums sido with hor and Vharton hae severnl fights in conscquenco and is finally
roported to Dr, Loocke, Horr Rosenblaum, howover, has overhonrd the reason for
the fight ond intorvenee ond Harry is lot off,

The finnl issue of No, 159 “Harry \harton's Rosolvo", & roprint of Magnot
No, 29 "Tho Groyfriars Captain", Lovison playe several conjuring tricke, somo of
them in doubtful teste and Bulstrode suggosts to him that ho plante somothing on
Whorton so that ho should nppear a thief and bo oxpolled, Buntor cverhears,
Buntor tolle the Famous Four but dees not tell them Lovison refuses to do it,
end there is bad blood until Bunter does tell them. TWharton npologisos to
Loviscn but is robuffpd, Tho story closos with Wharton resolving to tako
Loviscn in hand, Ho remembors hie own early days at Oroyfriars and how Nugent
persovered with him and he determines to do the samo for Lovimon.

And so the Magnot Heprints come to a close and to learn what happenoed to
Harry Wharton's Resolve we must ohasc those olusivo Hed Mognote = now worth
thoir weight, almost, in gold.

The Magnet reprints are all illustrated by C.H, Chapman and capture very
woll the spirit of tho stories and are a great improvement on the original
41lustrations,

The Drendnought is worthy of a high placo in the hiorarchy of 0ld Boys
Books but owing to its mearcity it is difficult to build up complete sete and
very few are known to be in existence,
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HANPED: “Chatterbox" annuals for years 1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, also copies of
"Rainbow" comic. Your price paid if at all reasonable.
W. WESIWATER, 4 BUCKLLY STREET, OLABOOVW, N.2.

Lny '014 Ploods" complote in orig, editions pre,1870, BEsp, Lloyd publicaticns.
Also Lloyd periodicals, Good prices paid.

I, A. BRIMMELL, THE OARDEN HOUSE, 'SAXONBURY', ST, MARY'S ROAD, LONG DITTON,
BURREY




