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A Startling Aunouncement,

“Hallo! What’s on?”’

Pankhurst, of the Fourth, asked the
question as he came out of the Fourth
Form-room at Cliveden College, and
observed the crowd of juniors gathered
hbefﬁ)re the school notice-board in the

all. :

The crowd was large, and was grow-
ing larger every moment. The fellows
were craning over one another’s
shoulders to read, so it was evident
that there was an announcement of
unusual interest posted on the board.

‘“Something a bit unusual,” said
Price, Pankhurst’s inseparable chum.
“Let’s go and have a look, anyway.”

** Come on,” said Pankhurst with a
slight wrinkle appearing on his brow.
“1 shouldn’t wonder if it’s something
about the election, with those kids in
No. 4 at the bottom of it.”

Pankhurst and Price pushed their
way towards the notice-board. It was
not easy to get near, through the
crowd, but Pankhurst and Price went
at it shoulder to shoulder, and by &
judicious and forcible use of the elbows,
cleared a way. There were indignant
protests on all sides, but that did not
irouble the serenity of Pankhurst and
Price. % R S

Arrived before the notice-board, the
chums of the Fourth had a good view
of the announcement which had excited
s0 much interest amongst the juniors.

- ‘1 thought so,” growled Pankhurst,
reading the signatures at the bottom
of the motice first. “Dick Neville,

Micky Flinn, and Lincoln G. Poin-

dexter! I knew those kids were up
to something.”

{I’s about ihe election, too,” said
Price,

asters have to eay!”
st x through the notice

listen to what the cl;eeky-

ows. It was worded

This Week's stoY: THE FOURTH-FORM VOTE-GATGHERS,

“ the post of captain of the F.F.F.C. is
now vacant. - ;

“ An election will be held as usual to
fill the vacant post, and the members
of the F.F.F.C. have agreed that the
said election shall take place on Satur-
day afternoon next.

*“We, the undersigned, having the
true interests of the Fourth Form, and
the grand old game of football at heart,
desire that a captain shall be elected
who can be relied upon to carry on all
the great traditions of the Fourth- Form™
at Cliveden. ;

“For this reason Richard Neville,
Esq., of No. 4 Study, has kindly come
forward, in response to very pressing
invitations, as a candidate for the post.

‘‘ Gentlemen of the Fourth Form arc
invited to vote for Richard Neville,
Esq., and reform. They are advised to
be careful how they give their votes
to a certain sandy-mopped individual
who has had the unparalleled cheek to
come forward as a candidate.

“ A meeting of the electors will be
held in the Fourth Form-room at 6.30,
when the claims of the People’s Candi-
date will be explained to the en-
lightened electorate. Signed,

- “Dick NEVILLE, 2
- “Micky FLynN. .
- ““LiNncoLN G. POINDEXTER.”

“My hat!” said Price. ‘“What
cheek! Tancy Dick Neville having
the cheek to put up for football cap-
tain! I knew he was a cheeky kid, .
‘but I hardly thought he’d go as far
as that!” 3 f 2

“Oh, he was bound to,” grinned
Pankhurst. “ When 1 put in my name,
it was certain that No. 4 Study
wog}dn’t let it be a walk-over for

“of course, he's got no dhanc'e.” %
‘¢ Absolutely none.” B

s

I ¢’ll only make hi
\ perfeetly awfy

- of the Fourth Form Foothall

allowed a vote at the clectiOn,C:,d.

football. club included nearly g ¢

Form, the question was one of ,

interest to the Fourth.

‘““A meeting of electors, ehi"

Pankhurst, with a sniff, “N.,]: ]

will go, of course.”

. “Won’t they ?” said Jefrey.siy |

Fourth. “Not half! I'm gom

S0 am 1oL st
“And T1? « And 1! “Aﬂd“
“What rot!”’ said Pankhurst. ‘I

Neville simply hasn’t an earthly. &

perhaps one may as well hear
he’s got to say. We’ll go, Price,
-see fair play. i’erhap’s we ought !
on the scene, to keep him in or

‘““Righto!”” said Price.

And the two walked away ti
leaving the crowd of juniors still
ing and discussing the notice ¢
board. It was generally agreed
the election would have been a
over for Pankhurst with any ri
Dick Neville. Dick was the on
low in the Fourth who had a
of wresting the captaincy from
hurst, and he had a go
was as popular in the Form é
rival, and was considered to be
as good a foothaller, if not
betver. ‘

D

matter an additional intere
eyes of the juniors. For
long-standing rivalry

; Dick»'g,
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fact, Dick Neville has quite as much
chanco of becoming captain as
have.” )

“Quite as much,” said Price.

«Wo shall have to do a lot of elec-
tioneering to carry the election,”” went
on Pankhurst. ** It's going to be hard
work, but we've got to do it. If
Noville got in, we should haye no end
of crowing from No. 4.”

“No end,” agreed Price.

“ And the first business is to get our
backers together, and break up their
meeting,” said Pankhurst.” * We'll
make a fearful row and stop them
from speaking, and make the whole
thing a frost generally. That’s the
first move.”

“Righto!” said Price.

A Stormy RMeeting,
“Gentlemen of the Fourth
Football Club!”
‘“ Hear, hear!”
“T rise to address you—""
“Hear, hear!”’ .
“On an important subject—"
‘“ Hear, hearl” -
he room was crowded. The meet-
as a greater success, so far, than
ums of No. 4 Study had antici-
ated. Dick Neville, Micky Flynn,
and Lincoln G. Poindexter, stood to-
gether on the raised dais, re which
nearly the whole of the Fourth Form
at Cliveden were assembled.
" The Combine were in high spirits.
' Dick Neville, . a_ fair-haired, well-
b d; Micky Flynn, a merry-faced
boy; and Lincoln G. Poindexter,
a slim, keen, intelligent fellow from
‘the States, were the Combine, and
2 splendid trio they made.
he notice put on the. board in the
Bt had complete effect. The
hoped to draw about half
o the meeting—their own
ympathisers mainly—but
, in fact, attracted nearly the
This meant that Pankhurst’s
ers had come to hear what Dick
" to say for himself, and such of
m as had an open mind on the
might be won over—so the

Form

g

xter was a little uneasy as he
& Price surfounde

»

“an important subject,” said
eville, loﬁdng round. ‘“No
3 ,A‘ubjedt ‘than the impegdi’ug

) rggtdieaf_t?o' inquite‘%
 frienc ne, as o
W"gnfbtm;ﬁjon.

’ he went

side.””

ded
6.‘

~ at least, as
“and it was

can recommend him.
whito article, all wool, and a yard wide.
I guess I know what I'm talking about,
gentlemen. If you don’t elect him, I
guess you'll be a silly lot.” :

** Polite,” said Pri
i I'wam to ask the speaker a ques-
tion,” exclaimed Pankhurst, pushing
forward. >

The American looked at him.

* You can fire away, Panky.”

i Will you answer it?” 5

"'i‘es; if it’s one I can answer.”
.~ “Oh, you can answer it all right!
Does your candidate approve of tinned
beaf as an article of dist for foot-
ballers?” 7

A howl of laughter followed the
question.

It was really a most ridiculous ques-
tion, but any allusion to tinned beef
was understood as a dig at the youth
from Chicago, it being well known at
Cliveden that Poindexier’s ‘° popper”
had made his “pile” in the canning
trade.

““Look here,” exclaimed Poindexter
wraf:lymfully. “if you can't talk semse

_“I demand an answer fo my ques-
tion,” said Pankhurst. “ You needn’t
try to wriggle out of if, Puntbuster!
Does your candidate approve——’
‘“Ha, ha! Good old Tinned Beef!”
howled the electorate.
“ Does your candidate approve——
¢ Ha, ha, hal”
¢ If that interrupter will kindly come
up here,” shouted Poindexter, ** I shall
be very pleased to knock him into the
middle of next week.”

‘“ Ha, ha, ha! Good old Tinned
Beef!”

T demand silence while I—""

€ Vahi

"‘ I 29

¢ Yah! Who's going to vote for the
Tinned Beef candidate?”

“Sure, and and it's fair play we
want 1"’ exclaimed Micky Flynn. ° This
is our meeting, you spalpeens, and if
you ’can‘t Lkeep. quiet, jusi get out-

_ “The blessed room doesn’t belong to

sou!” reforted Pankhurst. ** We've as
~much right here as you have,,o’r, ,uﬂxer

b vt‘a.mxed." % S L 5

“*“My hat!” exclaimed Pankhurst.
“ Listen to the voice of authority! He
thinks he’s back in the tinned-beef
factory, giving his orders about potiing
the horses.”

The juniors yellt}\d with laughter.
~ The trio on the dais consulted. Pank-
hurst and his friends were as numerous,
the backers of Dick Neville,

possible t them (f)lt;t

itho!

“You've com Soghi
you don't shut up -~out, you will

S

N Sl

He's the real l same polite alfention o Micks F
g = MY riyma.

|

Lincoln G. Poindext

who was 2 pood
man with his s g Zooa

ocat righi and

riy backed him

upters were driven towards
door a. It lodd as if they
would be hurled pell-me 0 the pas
sage. But Pankburst, tearing hi
loose from Dick, shouted fo his fol
lowers, and rallied them in the door-

pas-

way, and there a desperate siruggle
fook place. hough it in th
main, 2 good

many hard 1}

ceived. gE

about the j

““Sock it into them !’ shouted Poin-
dexter. “Knock ‘em down.”

“Yah! Down with Dick Nerille
and Tinned Beef ! shouted Pankhurst.

But, with a great effort, the Com-
bine*and their pariy hurled the inter-
rupters forth. At the same moment 2
furious prefect, atéracted by the fer-
rific noise, came along the passage with
a2 cane, and the hurled-forth juniors
went bumping into him.

“Look out!” exclaimed Price.
“1t’s Grahame I’
‘““You young rascals®’ shouted

Grahame, who had the reputalion of
being the tempered prefect at
Cliveden. h you to make that
fearful row! You litile beasts!”

And he lached right®and left with
the cane. =

ankhursé got a cut across the calves
that made him jump, and Lincoln Poin-
dexter received the next. Dick Neville
and Price also came in for a share.

“ Here, steady on with that cane!”
shouted Dick. *“Keep off the grass,
Grahame, or you will get hurt "

That remark from a junior was quite
enough to give Grahame’s anger the
finishing touch. He turned upon Dick,
lashing savagely. x

«J guess that's going to stop,” said
Poindexter. And he took a sudden
hold of the prefect’s collar, and jerked

Pankhurst pué out t
senior sprawled over it, and went with
trash®o: the floord S bl el i =

Shimy & - ;
2 Pax, you kids!™ shouted Poindex-
ter. *“Pax, old Panky! Let’s look

after this terror.”
grinned  Pankhurst,

“ Right-ho!”
¢“8Sit on him!” 2
The juniors did sit on him. S
They pinned the unfortunate prefest
down by sheer weight, and Grahsme
pufied and gasped under them like
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ey iain: mosi of them have slegd
G

mised their voies 2t 1 imos g,
fact thai eighicen have promisg D
Neville.™

Price made a long face.

“Thats bad.™

* Ob, that’s not conclusive, by almy
chalk!” said Pankhorst

.

‘I think we shall pall it of =7
“1 don't see how. Have vama

b .Ye:\ and a jolly "good, e
one.

Price looked puzled. ;
> Well, I don’s see it.”” he remas
“There sre thiriy-eighi membes
the Fourih Form Foothall Ciub

“That’s so.” R

““Bat, as a maiter of fact,” went
Price, ** they're more likely to voie B
Neville. Theyre King and Meds
and King is a greeds beast, and
vote for anyone who stood him a
on election day.

But Medway——"

“He won't vote for you,
because you said some rude

ina, .

*“You know he =

momeinkol\‘mélwhenhi‘:m P
“practice, and you W oWe

Evditve him oor 1

Pankhurst nodded gloomily.




5
i

N
é' January 18, 1913 Please Show This Number To Your Friends, 9

L\

how helll vote socording to the lust

y axpect
‘.‘;'k',‘(y ].. oly, That will make twenty
A sinst your sixteen, i they both "”"‘
for Neville," suid Vrice, with a shake
bt his hend, and at the best it can
oply be  tie, and then the captain of
khe school will give a casting vole.”
# Didn't 1 tell you 1 had an iden?
breinned Pankhurst, A really new,
ipping, wili-edged, copper bottomed
Mden, that will knock tho opposing
party into the middle of next week.”

“ Blossod if 1 can guess what iv is!

{ aid Price,
“Listen to me, then, while T ex-
Iplain. There are thirty-cight members
5! the Fourth Form Football Club; but
Bhese members do not include the
bwhole of the Fourth ¥orm, The Form
Niself numbers forty-three kids,”’

I know that,” said Price; “ but the
bdd five are no good, as only members
of the Form Football Club are allowed
o vote for the club captain.”
Papkhurst grinned the grin of
uperior sagacity. ;
' My dear chng. you don’t catch on.
Buppoze these five members of the
nourable Fourth ¥orm, who do not
ut present belong to the club, were to
oin?” :

Price started.

“ But they won't.”

“Why won't they?”

“Why, for lots of reasons. Hill and
Bimpson are two lazy wasters, who
Hon't believe in playing football at all.
Hobbs is too pobr to pay his subscrip-
on. Gatty and Greene are two indoor
hobbyists, and don’t take any interest
:"n: e aggm‘}‘;mg’m’“}w anything but I MORE BRIBERY! Neville and Flynn visit the musician to praise
“kanOW 21_1 th%t, pki}i; but though R and listen to his concertina-playing.

won't join the club of their own : e 3

1 think it very likely that they ‘Yes; but—but wouldn’t it come than that, if all the rest of the club
be persuaded to.” under the head of—of bribers?” vote for him.”

ow are you going to persuade Pankhurst nodded thoughtfully. - Dick Neville looked thoughtful.

154 : “T've thought about that,” he re- “But if he got the two others, and
Look here! Suppose there were plied. “Of course, I couldn't touch tied, it would be rotten,” he remarked.

ny fellows too stupid or too lazy to anything that had the least suspicion < According to custom here, Trevalyan,
the captain of Cliveden, would give

l

-

’

o

v such a rand game as football, of bribery about it.”
ouldn’t it be a kindly action <o “QOf course not,” agreed Price the casting vote to decide the ques-
ank them into a football club, some- | solemnly. : - tion, and whichever one he decided for
gow Pt “But this isn’t, you see. It’s a | 1t would be unsatisfactory. And, as a
meritorious action to pay the football matter of fact, as there isn’t much to
subscriptions for a chap who is hard choose between Panky and me, he
up; and if I'can make a new player would probably decide in favour of

f a chap who doesn’t play now, 1t will Panky, because he’s been a term longer

be-a ’olf! big feather in my cap.” = | at iveden than I have.” ~ . = =
“That's true enough.” - - | *“That would be rotten!” Poindexter
“So the 'question comes to this. |. remarked. “We must make sure of

Am I to- avoid.doing a good work King and Medway, kids. - I know how
because I should benefit by it?” said to do it; and though it means a lot
Pankhurst. < : of suffering, it can be done.”
“Well, that's a jolly good way of “As for King, helll vote for me, if
of money, and they haven’t putting it,” said Price. - * Besides, he’s filled up with free tommy,” said
. They would come in fast those bounders in No. 4 are pretty cer- ‘Dick theughtfully. **That sounds like
d get in on the nod tain to be up to some game, 1f we bribery, but I know for a fact that
’pm"delwuely, of course.” are not.” SARIn? Pankhurst has been feeding him.
By l“Tbaht's certain. ‘bIAiutend.alwnys ;3 }Vh:v.lt"s-~ sauce f,or'the goose 1Is sauce
my persuasive elo- play the game, but it's no go or the gander.’ R R
the i chances. I really think the | ~ *“Exa !O%I‘hat'a my idea. I've g

his whack,

to get into the c!
paid it for him. The other four
d be glad enough to be in the
if only for the ook of the thing;
s they don't play they regard it as

‘subscriptions, | neglecting : \
2 ‘nifilpPank- wﬁm is all right. - And now let’s go | heaps of tin, and I'll take Ki
“when they’ve -~ getti) working kshoy d feed him up to

the rest. rder. eep it awfully




“True enough, guess; but
mustn’t say so—not till after he's yo
st all events,” grinned
“T've tht,u,;ht of & way
round the beast. You
quarelled with his stady-mate
they won’t stand the concert
can't find anybody in the Form
it. He's in search of a kindre
someone with a soul for mus
sort. 1f he found "em, he’d love ’

*“And kill "em,” said Dick,
Lu concertina.”

‘Yes, perhaps, if he were given rope
enough. But the election s on Satur-
day, and this is Thursday. Yon
wouldn’t have to bezar it long.”

“11 What do you mean?”’

“1 mean that while I'm feeding vp
King at the tuckshop, you two have got
to ask Medway to come and give ¥you a
selection on the concertina in No. 4
Study,” said Poindexter coolly.

“Never—oh, never!”

“ Sare, and we can't,” pleaded Micky
Flynn. rr,ytbmg elze, Punt-
pusher, darlmi—

“Nothing elze will do,” said “Poin-
dexter firmly. “T’'m running this thing
to help you, Dick, and youw'se got to
help yourself, Let Medway torture you
for an hour, and he’s on your side
through thick and thin, After all, it's
not much to stand.”

“Isn’t it? Yon stand it, then, while

e
¥ t s rof, guess' It’s my

idea, and I ought to be allowed o work

it out as I think best. Fai’s fair.”

“1 say, I've forgotien scmethmg’ I
maust be off 7 murmured Micky Fiynn.

Poindexter caugbt him by the arm
and stopped him.

“ No, you mustn’t,” he saxd eooI]y
“But it’s important.”

“It won't wash, kid; it’s ioo thin,”
said Poindexter, shaking his head.
“ You’re not going to get out of it like

that. 1 tell you the election depends

it. II we get King and Medway,

g done brown. It’s worth

paying, Mr,s,.’ Bunter.

*“Have some rmore?
King, how are you
Saturday 7’
“ Haven't deci
ing on z fresh g
“Try these ch
are nrﬂ, too. By

ﬁpnmz rz.-.r( 3o ger_

tuckshop?”
“Yes, ra
King was

“Would 3o i
there, after the eleciion, z=
some? I'm ihinking of :akm._ a

fellows down for 2 feed, znd I should
like you to come.””

“Thanke, zwfully! Tl come, with
plea.sure > sard King cordially.

“That is to say, i we win the clec-
tion,” said Pomdexter casuzliy. *° Oiher-
wise, I sha’n’t feel cheerful encugh for
a feed.”

“Oh!” said King.

”Trr some of those crezm-pufis;
you'il h'ke them. I sa5; Kinz, I wish
you'd give me your pror '=e to voie for
D)ck Neville on Safurday.™”

“Tm thinking about it.”

Asamaﬁetdfact, Ithmktheelechon
dcpendsuponyonrvotemw, as I'm
sure of Medway.

¢ Are you sure of ]:mn""

“Well, nearly. Anyway. your voie
will make us safe. What do you say ¥’
“’.You’ll have the feed if you win, you
sav T
o Yes, if Neville ge(’s in 2s captain.”
“ 1 like Neviile,” said “1 wa
thinking of voting for him all nlong.
Can I have some of those jam-iarisT’ s

“As many as you like, old chap. I'm
You pmm:se,

pleased

play something?®

often felt nclined to —
that beastly concexnn:""be
under his breath.
Medway, who did not hear #
part of the sentence, locked up v

expression. :
“Yonp—;ntmiome:nd
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— | “Do you want me t lay ’ ¢ S1 iy
| THE CLIVEDEN COMBINE | | %o oy exdnt | oM St o
““Oh, yes, of course; but—but 2% i)'h—' 1
E c | It LTIy €5 OUL=Es ick ran to the door, thinkj
T(I(.:i tinued from previous page.) g (,.h'r L Pa¥,s8ure, and I forgot that the moment that Paukhurst”:l :iu% fof
b g 0 %&'P_;”} {'lcf'}" with Jeffreys!” gasped were on the warpath; but thc" n_“c‘“
e @ Tirit eateh ”}"»"’”,“,{"1 started again. was empty. He closed the door Sand
. can't. That's it A true And :.Iir~'l'x' lir:(l}onr]lt.' ntly bolt turned towards Micky. ?
Civian is born, niot made. Practice | of the study. MRl e “What's the matter, you wild Irish-
:iocs a lof, though. I shouldn’t be Medway went on. Whether he sup- man,"; }_'e exclaimed.  * What do ot
\\:hag_l am now without a lot of prac- posed ’that h(,. was playing a S (l)r ;r;elz:r} by bolting into the room like
tnch suppose not,” said Dick. ““ Here ](;?lft 1)11511\01;\21)1135 (i;)l:(l}g‘r;;)f qutg'e et il
wo are. I wish you had understood esbling ons T nothing re- “Sure, and it’s a_discovery I'vo
b B phefore how much we appreciated music, dekfoning velingst oL fearful, ‘made! I know why Panky has been
Medway. What lovely times we might Yous inét?miwlelm r?)]f“ tt'_;f};‘:.‘“i;’m;‘m:' ?“'ﬂg{!-\?rylflgdabout.l \Ve‘\'l-,- been taken
L Lot 2 0 , A r ; as in. We're done—done—done!”’
ave .had that is, if you LA ing Medway ground on, Dick began to feel Poindexter . grasped him by th
o take the trouble to play for us. that he would zo light} 3% g i y o
“No trouble at all ~Now, what ARG iy go light-headed if it shoulder, and shook him.
BELld you, Like? I can do the | CGNATETI “ Explain, you pesky ass!” he ex-
Lohengrin® prelude, you know. | Wagner,” s 'lg\llu' e s claimied’s ¢ Hovakrowoldonad
That's o ripping piece.”’ Bitkiput upihis handss s “I've just found out. Look here.
v Lot's have that,”’ said Dick, who % 8}; Dl f;ié““ .h‘}",‘.d* involuntarily. You know there were five members of
ad often heard it played by bands, & Eh:\lg;:-lw don't !’ he moaned. tﬁe ?‘ough”F(iﬂll)l \,\‘ho didn’t belong to
nd thought it might be endurable o T e L the football club® ™
pven on Il\%cdway’s concertina. : _anldl}le@ Itr? L8 ~‘l_°‘"‘9 tired, and “ Yes—Hill, Simpson, Hobbs, Gatty,
“ Here you are, then!” ~ L b“arflf 0 f»_p_Eﬂ\ tOQPomdgzzter. and Greene,” said Dick, running over
Medway started. Weird were the %ed L S T really must! the names. :
wunds  that proceeded from the Medway rose, and put his con- “That's the Iot. Well, they'veo
B e Dick aid- Miowy certina under his arm, and bestowed a | joined.”
Y vAth e&emi)la,rv atienc; b:ft wxrhenrggl look upon r}xe candidate for SWhat2 2
B | o ninoy oftihe Pourth Form £ Theyvo been in to Mr. Faikes, o0t
tho EaTRtest resemblance t t%_ f“ (:':E I'm going, he said. © You rotten respected Form-master, and paid in
: .t.’ W e to that great | humbug! You've got about as much their subscriptions, and to-night they’'re
°¥,‘YI’°S‘ 101 "0 I jxg‘ner S- > | ear for music as an owl. You don’t full-blown members of the football
Sy, 1t ,t?{ '03‘."0“ = long time to | know music from mathematics. Pank- club, and they vote {o-morrow.”’
ne up!” Micky remarked. 3 | hurt is a fool about it, but not such a Poindexter jumped up.
1 Medway gave him a withering | fool as you are, Dick Neville! By the e shall have to see those mer-
: ‘am?e. 5 T e e | way, I'm going to vote for Pankhurst. ckants at once!’” he exclaimed.
“I'm ﬂOt tuning up,” ke said. “I'm Gocd-bye!” < This is a bit sudden, but there’s still
\ymg. e o The musician marched off, and Dick time for electioneering.”
Oh, I beg your pardon!™ sank gasping info a chair. A few “Too late!”’
“Well, you are an ass, Micky! minutes later Micky Flynn and Poin- “YWhat do you mean?”
aid  Dick reprovingly, as Medway dexter looked info the study. “ As soon as I found out what the
started - again. I should think you “ Well, how did it work?” asked Poin- spalpeens had done, I smelled a rat.
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