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E.S. Brooks

THE STRUGGLE IS ENDING THE MAGNET AND GEM
by ROBERT BLYTHE

In 1912, E.S.B. was not unacquainted with writing for the Gem, for although
he had written only one St. Jim's story, "The Terrible Three's Sub," in 1910, he had
been writing continuously in that paper for two years. His characters of Frank
Kingston, and his girl friend Dolores, must have been as familiar to Gem readers as
the inhabitants of St. Jim's. So much so in fact that Hinton, in an unusual request,
asked E.S. B, , - "When you send in your next Frank Kingston yarn will you just men-
tion in your letter what you estimate were the lengths of the two Gem serials you
wrote.” To which Brooks replied, - "In answer to your query, I estimate roughly,
the length of the "Iron Island” was 235,000 words, and the "Brotherhood of Iron"
175,000 words ..."

This was in March 1912 and therefore it must have been rather disconcerting
for him to receive this letter dated 2nd May:
Dear Mr. Brooks

Thank you very much for your letter and story received this morning. I shall let "he Shadwell
Optum Den® conclude the series. For the time being awiyway,!'m afraid I cannot give you any more work.

Yours ete.,
H. A, Hinton

However, this was not the last Frank Kingston story. He was to write two
more, although there was a five month gap between their appearances in the Gem.
This did mean that without the weekly cheque Edwy was once again going to
be hard up. How much this contact with the Gem meant will be appreciated when it
is realised that during the period 1910 until March 1912 (apart from the short stories
which he had contributed to his brother’s theatre magazine, "The Magazine
Programme," for which he could hardly have received more than 10/- per story) he
had no more than fourteen stories accepted by any other A.P. paper. Mind you,
£2.25.0d. per week at this time for a lad of 18, was not, I suppose, bad pay. Never-
theless something had to be done and so Edwy decided to submit a new St. Jim's story.
The correspondence dealing with the "Magnet" and "Gem" is extensive, over
170 letters in all, but, as I don't want to give our editor heart failure, I've pruned
them drastically. What I have left in, will, I hope, make you wish that you could
have had more. The letters themselves will tell the story, although I have added a
few footnotes to clarify certain things.
The first letter dealing specifically with a Gem story is dated 19th March,
1912, and at this point he doesn't know that the Frank Kingston stories are going to be
axed.
19th tarch, 1912,
Dear Mr. Hinton,
To get to the point straight away, I'n rather hard up. Except for your £2.2s.0d. cheques every
am not drawing in much at the moment - though one or tWo stories in other editors hands are
aaiting publication: 1'Da LCtle pressed for money and will b more so In a week or iots
enclosed 15 the beginning of a Ton Merry story, which | thought of making 1nto a 3d. book.
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1 thought the idea would do just right for a Tom Merry story, and so wrote up the Hrsl \'.en thousand
Words O o for your perusal. 1t 15 my hope, the yar will be scceptable o you - S0 1 w1l get
‘ghead Wi th ﬂ lmadlanaly.

emage 1o 100k through the enclosed by Thursday morning? 1 shall be up in London on
that dAV- lmd will call at ycur office. We could then discuss the matter. I hope you will not think
I have taken a 1iberty In Wricing the snclosed, but I thought it best to write the first four or five
chapters, fust as & sample.

With kind regards,

The Tom Merry story ioned here was ished as "Tom Merry's
Promise," Gem 258.

The next two letters are addressed to Rex Haydon, the editor of the Boys'

Realm, although for what purpose I'm not quite sure.
21th March, 1912

Dear Mr. Haydon

As pronised 1 herewith enclose a copy of the "Gem Library® containing *Tom Merry" story wh
1 wrote. 1 also enclose the first chapters of another story of St. Jim's upon which I am at presem‘.
engaged. These will give you an ides of m siyle of writing Wnis-class of school story. 1t is, of
course, Mr. Hamilton's style, but I could write stories of another school In exactly the same way. I
hovia”very maeh Tke to do.inis, neefless i sav-

Yours sincerely,

26th March, 1912
Dear Mr. Haydon
Just & 1ine to acknowledge the "Tom Merry' MS. which you returned this morning = for which I
As you dldn't enclose a letter I presume you are writing me after you have glanced through
R St o
Yours sincerely,
16th July, 1912
Dear . Hinton,
am non at work on the Tom Merry story - the commencement of which you have - and 1'm not
quite cartain ae to the egth you wish 1y 10 Fun Co. | should be g1ad If Yob can spare Cime to drop
me a line some Uime this week, as I do not wish o make the yarn too long. 35,000 words 1s the length
I have in mind. Is this correct?
Yours sincerely,
17th Avgust, 192
Dear Mr. Hinton,

I have been thinking for some time of another story on the lines of the BROTHERH0OD OF IRON,
and today I have Jotted the gist of 1T down on the enclosed sheet of paper. Of course, it would be
quite fresh, and the incidents would be very different from those In the BROTHERHOOD. 1 am quite sure

t 1 could write an exciting yarn from the plot - a better story than those which preceded it.

Although you told me when I saw you last that you had no opening for anything, I though that
1€ you saw the synepels of This story 1 have in pind you might like 1t and decide To push 1U in the
GEM or MAGNET.

Yours sincerely,

The " of Iron" story here was, in fact, accepted and
appeared in Gem No. 250, dated 23rd November, and was called "The Hound of the
Moor, " but this was the last.

Now we come to the first mention of the "Magnet." The Gem story had been
accepted and he had been asked to submit one for the "Magnet. "

12th November, 1912
Dear Mr. Hinton,

With regard to the Magnet story (how would +The reyiriers Pantoninet do (or & HUe7) © shall
be up on Friday afternoon, and [ Will bring an outline of the yarn with me. 1 can sce o vay
clear o get to work on it early next week, and you can rely on the ‘story being in your hands o mmu.
S5 Novesber. ua T pronised. This Is, of caurse, provided the first ten thousand words are Lo your
1iking. 1 shall do my very utmost to finish the Tom Merry yarn and bring 1t up with me on Friday, but
11 1 can't possivly manage it (as | have an instaluent of the Drsainoud serial to do as well as @ short
story of a serfes) you shall have it in your hands by next tonday. But, as I have sald, I an
2y work so that | shall have next week cleer for the MAGKET yarn, 1 shall not disappoint you over his.

With kind regards
Yours sincerely,
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"The G was without title change in Magnet 256.

21th November, 1912
Dear . Hinkon

T enclose herewith IS. of THE GREYFRIARS PAVIOMIME up to page 27. 1 shall, in accordance o
Ry proni se ade to you the other day, bring the ranainder of the story up Gomorron afternoo
the enclosed because I thought that you would, perhaps, like to have iU in as early as pussxhle. T yon
o Tind tine o ghance thrangh 15 before I sicive T shall be glad, for L am antios b
Coinion on To. AL you wils sce T have altered e episode of Coker Changing piaces with the. camedian -
and T think for the better,

Yours sincerely,

Hardly had Brooks' Manuscript been accepted before Hinton sent the following
telegram:

2rd Desenber, 1912
Can you call porning eleven. Magnet yarn wanted urgently. Will give you full synopsis.

Hinton

8th December, 1912
Dear . Hinton,
orry | an unable to enclose any of FISH'S FAS AGENCY herewith: 1 an, honever, sending off
10,00 mords Yomorron Svtnlo and v L1, 8 arTaned, 10t YOU have e Fapsinier on Hedheaday.
‘Yours sincerely.
E8, Lo oontiduntithat 1w by, working hand and: concliuoialy Gof the IS, completed in the time
that without letiing 1t suffer in the lesst. But,'in coning dom here, | bave fost
Pracrically s day, and I shoutd greatly sporeciate 16 17 I had Wednesaay o finia ne story in.  This
vay | could Let you have about 22,000 by edneaday morning, and che remsinder on Traday (brought up
Pelsonints). T il o tnprass. sbon your homeror, et 11 you want tne M. In - eniira - by Wednesday,
cording 1o the orlginal arrengenent, 1 WLl do. v, But, as 1 sald above, 1 snould be very glad of the
1ittle extra time. Could you drop me 4 line upon receipt of this?
E.8.8.

Fishy's Fag Agency was published in Magnet No. 257. Hardly had E.S.B.
digested that lot when Hinton wrote again.

Wednesday, 11 th December, 1912
Dear Mr. Brooks,
ol Fer, youm 1okt i 1367008 BACKE oEibadnnt o0 recelved this morning, I am relying

upon seelng. You on Thirsday morning, as I vant o ahead &t once with & Gen yarn,  Tou oould uze
s plot you gumitsed o me for the Pauy Fopiier 55,50 m's- story and nake 15 a 30,000 word yarn.
Lake 1% you are prapared o take 1¢ on, 1 shall want e ompiete yars oy tooey Weeks

Yours sincerely,
H. &, Hinton

15th December, 1912
Dear Mr. Hinton,
anks very mich for your wire received yesterday morning, stating that you are sending the
cheque tomorron.
I enclose the first Chapter of TOM MERRY'S PROMISE herewith. On Friday my face ceused me
considerable pain and inconvenience again, and was still greatly swollen yesterdey. During the evening,
o
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sgaln positively assure you that you will have the two yarns in your hands on or before Chrisimas Eve,
sccording to our arrangenent. I i1l post off a big batch of the Tom Merry story on Tiesday night,,
the remaining fow pages about Wednesday mid-day, o Thal it W11 reach you cither in the evening
betore you Teave; o by & later post for you' io racéive upon Your arcivel on Tharaday merning. 1
quite sure that this will be salisfactory to you. I am not coming up to town this week, as I wish o
dovote the Gime to getcing ahead with the Greyerisrs yam.
Yours sincerely,
Thursday, 19¢th December, 1912
Dear Hr. Bvvoks,
am sorry, after w promise, regarding the advance payment cheqie, that you have been Kept
waiting for 1t go long:  but I'nave got 1 at Last, and enclose ic horen
celved the second portion of *Tom Merry's Promiset this rerning and 1tks 1t elright. n
relying upan n having the conclusian 1n the sornine
day or two | will send you another syncpsis for snother Hagnet yarn whioh 1 shall wan:
Jou to push on mith ot ances 1 shall be glad o have as possidle after Christmas.
Kind regards, Yours ircereiy, 5 ATainton
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22nd December, 1912
Dear . finton,
Thank you very much for your letter, enclosing the cheque. 1 note what you say about amﬂ.her
Magnet yarn, but as I shall be up on Tuesday, perhaps there will be no neces:ﬂd for you t
niosethe‘opaning Chapeers. of FThe Sehoolboy Domcatlesh. erevithy i yan. oan vsoTurely rety wpon 2y
Sringing up the Tematnder with Be on Tussday Terning. | shall rTive av your office at bwt cleven

Yours sincerely,

"The Schoolboy Domestics” was an alternate title for "Fishy's Fag Agency. "

15t January, 1913
Dear Mr. Hinton,

I received your wire this evening, 1 am sorry for the slight delay in despatching the opening
pages of HARRY WEARTON & CO'S RESCUE. Unexpected visitors in the house have caused considerable
stoppage of work, but now that the holidays are over (and I am thankful for 1t) I am able to "get busy."

close the first 5,000 words herewith, and you will receive a further batch of about {0,000
by mid-day tomorrow ~ Thursday, 2nd January. The remainder of the story I shall bring up with me on
Friday moming, without fail.

Yours sincerely,

"Harry Wharton and Co's Rescue" was published in Magnet No. 260. Hardly
had this story been wntten before he was urgently requested for another. The story,
""The was as "Fatty Wynn - Professional" in Gem

No. 264.
6th January, 1913
Dear Mr, Hinton,
am sending off the synopsis of THE SCHOOLBOY PROFESSIONAL so as to reach you on Thursday.
There 15 no advantage in sending 1t sooner then this, as | &m coning Up to see you on Friday morning,
vhen you can discuss 1t with me, ad point out any 1ittle alterstions you may require. 1 shell meke 1t
56,000 words in length.
Yours sincerely,
Friday, 2ith Jenuary, 1913
Dear Mr. Brooks,
result of an after-thought, I have just sent you a wire asking you to write a sul] longer
Tom Merry yarn. 1 think it will be a good thing to give Lhem XDF once an all-story number.
HHishing the serial this wedks so 15 pives Be . chance of rying, the experinent, Wiy jou tharetore
write up the conclusion of the yarn so that it will run out w Lhe foot of Page 27 instead of page
a5 previously arranged?

Yours sincerely,

E.S.B's father’s health was not too good at this time, and Edwy's concern is
reflected in letters apologising for the delay in submitting fresh copy for the new St.
Jim's story.

9th February, 1913
Dear M. Einton
enciose seme more copy herenitr, Quing to w fatner's grave iliness, T nave been unadls to
Gamlete the yarn by tonight. Yau camot fell how reluctant 1 am to send you the enclosed instead of
Ehe Whole varn - eapecialiy & a tine Whin | hal Sreanged o tun in 1he Svory within g 1ilsed pumber
ays. Under ordinary cirounstances this would have been simple - and I an quite confident that you
Will understand. 1 will cone up in a day or two and bring the conolusion of the story mith me togsther
with another synopsis. I am glad to be able to add that my father is a little better today. Usually,
T do not, let private affairs interfere with mork, but on this occasion 1t i3 a different master.
Yours sinoerely,

The yarn mentioned here as ‘enclosed’ was "Hidden Treasure at St. Jim's”
and was published in Gem No. 268.

11 th March, 1913
Bl MR
regret that I have not yet sent you the IS, of *The Informer,? but there is more *meat® in
this story, e 1a bukIng onger to rive - to y satisfaction. 1 ap taking considerable pains over it,
and will bring up the conplete yarn with me on Friday.
Yours sincerely.

“The Informer" was published under the title ""The Schoolboy Informer” in
Gem No. 273.
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220d April, 1913
Dear Mr. mnmn
the last four or five days I have been suffering from a very painful and Lrouh]esome boil
on my rwd( "and 18 has bl e effect of makin ng me feel very much off colour, It is especially
unfortunate, as 1 particularly wished Lo bring to you the completed MS. of the Tom Merry yarn today.
Under the ¢ircumstances I have not been sble to work properly, and 1f you can give me till Friday - o
better still, till Monday morning - I shall be greatly obliged and relieved. I had made up my mind to
see you, but I am unable to wear a collar, and, indeed, do not feel well enough. T am
happy to zdu however, that the protuberance is on the decline
ask you a favour? My story, THE SCHOOLBOY INFORMER , is, I think, being published next
week. Cnuld you see your way to let me have a cheque for it on Friday, 25th April - this week? I have
a rather big cheque to meet, and you would sssist me greatly by complying with my request.
With kindest regards, and apologles,
Yours sincerely,

The Manuscript mentioned in the first paragraph was published in Gem No.

281 as "Coward or Hero?" Brooks own title was "The Coward of St. Jim's."
15th May, 1913
Dear Hr, Einton,

As 1 mentioned to you when I saw you for a moment in Farringden Street last Friday, my brother
has been home from Canada for a few days. He salls for New York on Saturday.* His visit has necessarily
Pul a stop to work during the holidays, but I have just completed "The Coward of St. Jim's," and am now
getting out a synopsis for a "Magnet" yarn. I shall run up to your office with both on Monday.

Yours sincerely,
27th May, 193
oser e, Hinton
an getting information with regard to the proceedings at the anmal mecting at Bisley, and
will let you have a synopsis in during the next few days. By the way, I suppose the boys to take part
in the meeting will be Harry Wharton & Co., and Tom Brown's Australian cousin? Hom about the seniors?
And WLl the boys go as Boy Scouts or members of the Greyfriars Cadet Corps? These are all very minor
points, but I should like ©o be clear about them.
urs sincerely,

I'm not sure which story this eventually turned out to be for I do not have the
relevant issue. The Magnet titles for the period do not give much help. I'm
inclined to believe that it was Magnet No. 273, "Friars versus Saints.

Between May 1913 and January 1914, letters passed backward and forward
concerning "D'Arcy's Mysterious Present,” Gem No. 314, "April Fools All," Magnet
No. 321, "Up Against It," Magnet No. 291, but they are merely notes mentioning the
posting of sections of each story.

Some of the stories mentioned during this time have titles which I have been
unable to trace, mainly because the subject matter contained in Brooks title is not
carried over into the final title as printed. For example "Kerr -Detective" is
mentioned in a February 1914 letter. As the manuscript was accepted in January, it
may possibly be "The Housemasters Peril," published in Gem No. 319 of the 21st
March, 1914.

In the next letter I wondered if I had got the date right but, February 1914, is
given on the letter and this is interesting when you read what E. S. B. has to say in his
third sentence. It is as though war was regarded as inevitable even this early in the
year.

215t February, 1914

Dear Iz Hiato

Gnalbse & HAGNET symopsis herewith. Some months sgo 1 sumiited a symopsis on similar lines,
but. the anctosed 1s very much aryered, and 1 ihink woudd be cectly Suitable for & opicel Harry
yarn. When I sy topical 1 mewn 1t will be quite ald right for iy tine duriog the peried of the var.
The first synopsis you regarded as being a 1ittle too dranatic - but, considering the strenvous tines

ace on passing, T believe the yarm WouLd Work up reaily wel

shall be In town LomOrras, at about five ofclock, and will bring Vitn me the G yarn upon

which I am now engaged, and I hope you will have glanced through the MAGNET synopsis by the tim

arrive, Yours sincerely,
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In view of the dates and what we know Brooks had written for the Gem and
Magnet this letter must refer to the Magnet story, "Changed by Adversity” Magnet
No. 347, and "Tom Merry's Find," (by a coincidence) Gem No. 347.

"Squiff's Fateful Purchase" was published under the title "The Great Bat
Mystery," Magnet No. 448. "The Wrong Track," Magnet No. 495 was in fact the
last Magnet story to be written by Brooks. It will be noted that although the letter is
dated April 1914, the stories did not get published until September 1916 and August
1917, respectively. Obviously Hamilton was turning in stories regularly at this
period (or other writers were), and Edwy's stories had been salted away for a rainy
day.

Bth April, 1914
Dear Mr. Hinton,

I enclose the remainder of "Squiff's Fateful Purchase’ herewith. I am now working hard on the
next_yarn - "The Wrong Track® - the synopsis of mhich you passed last week. 1 will let you have it in,
conplete, next meck, on Friday

"0 Sorry 11m a 11ttle later with the copy on this occasion and I am going to Work extra hard
for the next fow days, and 00 tac 41y oo By Gareylie oue the Jalioming. priogtamy

n

le Wrong Track" - iday, the 1
Anomer yarn complete = i‘rida}‘: the 2}!‘4
e * - Honday, 3rd

then the next story s fortnlght Later, ind % on. 1 WIL e you have another synopsis carly next
week, S0 that you can decide upon it wher I see you on the Friday. You can positively rely upon getting
the copy in on time - for I'm devoting all my energies Lo these stories now, and wish to continue doing

Yours sincerely,
19th May, 1914

Dear it Hinkon,

[ you can manage to send me a small cheque this week-end (a pound or two) on account of that

"The HMysterlous Tenant - I shall be very grateful. I am now getting ahead with "Mauly, the
Gt and Wil cornein_the. Fiey portion in a few days, and let you have the conclusion next week =
as T proatsed Hr, Do,
h kind regards.

Yours sincerely,

‘What these two stories eventually turned out to be I cannot say. No title quite
ties up with Brooks. The same goes for the Magnet, although in this case it is
probably "The Mystery of Mauly, " Magnet No. 451.

One of the most interesting of the letters is the two that follow. What a pity
that the telegram followed so soon. It would have given us an interesting example of
contrasting styles. 1wonder if Edwy ever received any recompense for his efforts.

18th Avgust, 1914
Dear hr. Brooks,
1 am sending you herenith about 15,000 Words of a "Gem yarn begun by Hanilton. The second
Hale has never been cecetved, baving been dispaccled fron ausiris ot the begiming of the war. Wil
you get %o nork at once and finish the story as rapidly as possible. 1 want it about 25
Compete, s another 10,000 s a1l that 1 wanted - it shousd not take yos long o polidh that off-
Yours sincerely,
C. 4, Down
20th August, 1914
Dear Mr. Down,
Your'letter received, with the enclosed 15,000 words of manuscript, last night. You sent it
%o my old_address (slthough I gave you my new one when I sew you last), and it was held up in the post
for a whole day. Consequently, | have lost a day completely, for if I had received it yesterday
morning 1 should have comenced work instanter. As 1t 1s I shall get busy the very minute I have
posted this leti,
1 will reid the S, carefully, and then contimue on fron the point where it 13 broken off.
foo cm rely pen raceiving ¢ on Nondiy, complated. 1 cannot possioly promias 1t for tomoreon, PGy,
oning to the lost
1" have no Getintte work on hand non, and an uite prepared to devote all y tioe to writing
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GEM and MAGNET yarns. Say the word, and I will turn in one complete yarn every week until further
orders. 1 should do no other work whatever and so could centre all my attention upon your stuff. And
you colla rely upon s - for under such circumstances 1 Mould gake 15 poInG of honeur o 16t you have
copy in prnmm;ly and regular]
= 1 should not flll you.
With mm regards.
Yours stncerely,
25th August, 1914
Brooks, 181 Annerley Rd., S.E.
Hamilton's belated copy coming in. Do not continue with Secret of Airship story.
Do

The story mentioned in the next letter was not published until December, 1915,
but those that follow eventually appeared in Gem No. 374, "A Wasters Reward: " Gem
No. 391, "A Captured Chum:" Gem No. 411, "True Blu Gem No. 429, "A
Mission of Mystery:" Magnet No. 347, "Changed by Adversity:" and Magnet No.

388, "The Mystery of the Gables.” The letters give no indication and I haven't the
books to compare the plots. It's good to know that whatever readers then and now
think of substitute writers, the letters leave one in no doubt as to what the editors
thought - as far as Brooks was concerned at any rate.

9th September, 1914
Dear e Brooks,
ur synopsis for the story entitled "The Bounders Relapse® is pretty good, and you can get on
with the story.:

In the synopsis you have left all the explanation of the story till the end. [ think this
mist be arranged differently in the actual story - otherwise the last chapler or so will be purely
explanatory and rather dull.

Yours sincerely,
C. M. Down

25th January, 1915
Dear Mr. Brooks,

I approve the enclosed synopsis, which seems to have the makings of a very good yarn,

L ik e biackaasiing incders tad becser be toned domn somwbaty éndcma or oo “Light
touches should be introduced to relieve what will otherwise be rather a morbid s

Yours sincere]
H. A, Hinton
28th April, 1915
Dear Mr., Brooks,

Thanks for your letter Lo hand this morning. 1 think you had better make the yarn 30,000 words.
Talbot!s name may be mentioned, but it would be wise not to do anything violent, Mr. Railton should not
come into_the story.

ou have given me very short notice for a special pay-sheet. Homever, I will send e
today, but 16 WATL noT do fon You ©o oLy upoh Gotting the paynent this wesk riam the cesh
Yours sincerely,
H. A. Hinton
27th January, 1915
Dear e, i inton,
arks for yon letter of the o5th. 1 am glad you like the synopsis, and 1 will get on with

i yare om0t AL stight altoraiions you suagest. I an not quite cloar sbout ane potnt -
15 the varn to be 25,000 R 35,000 wordsn. And ShaL1 1 Exing Taloet s namt 1o non and.gains "how about
Hr. Ralten - pertps 1 bao heiter Perrain tron mantioning hin a¢ Ay

Can an advance for me this week - about half the payment for "The Mystic Circle?t
1 amrather 1h 8 f1x nd & chaue this Week-and mould be exceedingly Netcoms. 1 sincerely truat you
i1 be able to cener me”this LIti1s. aseiatanse . on rathary big assistance, for it will get me out of
hole.
With kind regards.
Yours sincerely,
28th January, 1915

Dear tir. Binton,
anis ‘for the letter of yesterday's date. You can rely upon receiving the GEM yarn on Monday,
8 Pebruary. A you are prepirirg & time-abie far ihe nect thy Bonths: Stor1ee the. falioming are. the
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dates upon which I can send in yarns: One on 22nd February - another on 8th March - and another on

22nd March, This makes four stories during the period of two months. [ have got no other work on hand,
S0 You can positively rely upon recelving one yarn on each of the above dates., Of courss, | will bring
each story up myself, so that we can discuss the next synopsis - which I will submit, as usual, before
starting on the actual writing.

I trust the above will be satisfactory to you - because, if so, I shall not leck for other
commissions elsewhere. As a matter of absolute fact, I would prefer not Lo seek other commissions, as
it would suit me splendidly to do the work I have ocuctline sbove,

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

And with that the Magnet and Gem correspondence closes, with Brooks still
having difficulty in making ends meet.

1 bave called this effort "The Struggle is Ending." I wish I could have called
it "The Struggle has Ended" but unfortunately there are no more letters.

Later that year, in September, Edwy wrote his first Nelson Lee story and
from then until the first St. Frank's story in 1917, he wrote a total of sixty-three
full -length detective stories.

Although we must be very grateful that all this correspondence between 1907
and 1915 has been left to us, it is nevertheless, a very great pity that not one letter
mentioning the Nelson Lee Library has survived. The explanation is, I'm sure, that
they were lost during transit from Halstead in Essex, to London, sometime just before
the last war. But, whatever the reason we shall never know under what circumstances
Brooks was asked to write a detective story for the Lee, or how he was invited to
create a new school. If we did, then I could truly call this article - "The Struggle
is Ended. "




