The ot. Frankd oadn

By Robert Blythe

It has been suggested several times thet I do the ssme for the
Nelson Lee £s John Gesl did so ably for the Megnet in 1949 and Eric Fayne
for the Gem in 1951. That is, give & complete list, together with short
descriptiens of the vsrious series.

Tell, it so hesppens that I did give such & list spreed over the yesr
1949. Thet list wes given primarily to help collectors to know the
start/stop numbers of the various series snd #lso s they ere rether
difficult to find, even if you possess the C.D, for that yesr without e
lot of seerching, I'm giving the list again, but this time fully revised
end elaborsted. However, I must confess that my main resson is to show
whet 2 weelth of gcod reeding there is to be found within the pages of
the good old Nelson Lee.

To diswelievers end unrepentents (R.J. pleecse note) plerse observe
how meny times you see ¢ streightforwerd detective series recobded!!

Incidentslly, I heve not included eny of the 2nd and 3rd New Series,|

mainly because to do them justice I would need =t leasst snother four
peges end thet, with this erticle at its present length, is out of the
question. Perhaps I'll do thet enother time. However, of one thing
I'm certein, those who are only superficielly ecquesinted with the Lee sre
in for & surprise.

ORIGINAL SERIES 1915-17
No's 1 - 111, Almost without exception e complete detective story

each week.
1917
No's 112-120 (With the exception of 113, 115, 117, 119),
INTRODUCING ST. FRANK'S

Nelson Lee 2nd Nipper errive et St. Frenk's s Mr, Alvington end
Dick Bemnett. Most of the stories are complete in themselves with the
oversll picture of Hipper settling in end rsising the .ncient House from
the doldrums by ousting Fullwood from the captainey.

No's 121-131 (excepting 121, 123, 124, 127)
Complete sghool-detective stories.

No's 132-135. NELSON LEE V, THE CIRCLE OF TERROR

Exciting school-detective story introducing Cecil De Vzlerie and
Sessue Yakeme., Yekeme's life is threetened by the Circle of Terror, a
criminel orgenisetion heeded by Prof. Cyrus Zingreve, De.V¥ierie heing
the innocent dupe. 411 their efforts, of course, are foiled by Nelson
Lee still in his disguise o8 iIr. Alvington.

No's 136-139 ARRIVAL OF TOM BURTON

Tom Burton errives end incurs the enmity of Fullwood end De Valerie,
Two rescelly sellors, Cept. Jelks end Bill Larson, sttempt to kidnep Tem
in order to force his father, Dept. Burton to disclose the wheresbouts of
certein tressure. An exciting prelude to the summer holidsy series.
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1918
No's 140-141. DE VALERTE REFORMS

Complete in themselves showing how De Velerie reforms. This is
brought sbout beceuse he i1s under the misteken impression thet he hes
ceused the death of one of the villege boys. The struggle between his
beser and Wetter self is well described. This struggle with his con-
science results in his confwssion. He then discovers that the whole thing
hes been engineered by 2 crooked bookmeker for the purpose of blackmeil.

No's 142-147. Nelson Lee v. Prof. Zingrsve snd the Circle of Terror.
School detective stories,

No's 148-157. HUNTER THE HUN

The first of the berrings-out and one of the best. Mr. Hunter
errives and by his despotic and bullying ettitude soon earns the nick-nemd
"Hun". After his ettempt to subdue Nipper, Tregellis—jest snd Tetson by
stervation the Remove rose in revolt. The berring-out is held smong the
ruins of the Monestery complete with barbed wire entenglements. They org
forced out of here but menege to teke up positions on Willerds Islsnd.
They return to the school efter receiving e written prémise thet o1l is
forgiven, only to find they have been tricked. Nipper & Co. are cruelly
flogged end imprisoned. The efforts of the rest of the Remove to stert
enother barring-out is foiled. Funter the Hun is the victor., Howevor,
Nelson Lee, although ostensihly ebsent from the schomsl, had not been idle,
for Hunter wes & Hun - literally. In fact, he wes 2 spy end after
severel exciting events is finally ceptured end turned over to the police,

No's 158-165. NIPPER & CO IN THE SOUTH SEAS

Cept. Burton tckes some of the Removites with him on his search for
treesure. Trouble is csused by the efore-mentioned Cept. Jelks, Togethen
with battles egeinst cennidals end e volcenic eruption which leeves their
ship high end dry in & lsgoon, they heve a tough time of it., Nevertheless
the treesure is found end Jelks is defeeted.

No's 166-169. NELSON LEE v. THE CIRCLE OF TERROR

Lee fights enother round with Zingreve's criminsl bend snd wins.
Lee and Nipper's reel identity is revesled to the school ss o whole for
the first time in this series.

170-177. ARRIVAL OF REGGIE PITT

One of the most populzr characters celebretes his errivel by completely
wrecking the study of one of the River House Mesters, @s en ect of spite
egainst Velbourne & Co., for which the letter ere flogged. Iie soon
proves & thorough rascel and earns for himself the neme of "The Serpent'.
ALs part of his plen for avenging himself upon Nipper & Co. he is instrus
mentel in getting Tregellis-.est end Hendforth expelled. “ictson is to
get the seme treatment but at the last moment he is involved in o fire
from which he is rescued by Pitt (the only ene who knows where he is) et
the risk of his life. Pitt hss & chenge of heart snd confesses to his
trickery.
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178-186. THE BOY FROM BERMONDSEY

The errivel of Jack Meson, leter known as Jeck Grey. He thinks he
is en orphen. but his uncle, Mr. Grell, knows thet a locket Jeck hes in
his possession is the clue to his parents g8 well as ¢ lost treesure.
Jeck hes a8 greet influence upon Reggie Pitt end they become firm friends
end it is the latter who is meinly respsnsible for foiling the wicked
uncle, elthough it is Nelson Lee who establishes Jeck's psrentege.

1919
No's 187-194. COLONEL CLINTON

4 new hcusemester tekes over the Ccllege House snd things begin to
hum, for Col. Clinton is ¢ militerist of the most virulent type. Drills,
paredes, seluting end guerd duties ere the order of the desy. But
Col. Clinton is proved insene end the juniors get their demob, pepers.

195-204. THE BULLIES LEAGUE

Sterke, Kenmore end other shady cherecters =smong the Fifth end SixtH
start & reign of terror by incessent bullying. The fegs are essy mest
but the leaders of the Remove fcrm the "Secret Combine" end commence to
give the seniors o taste of their own medicine until they ere too scered
to stert enything for fesr of the retelietion. .ilso running thrcugh thﬂ
story is the mysterious X, who is responsible for e series uf burgleries,

205-212, NIPPER EXPELLED

Sterke, still smerting ofter his defeet, fekes evidence cf en
sggeult fir which Nipper is expelled., Nipper, however, returns to the
school in disguise end menages tc preve Starke's gullt, as & result of
which he, in turn, i1s expelled.

213-220. IN SEARCH OF THE TREASURE OF SAFRA

L1l aboerd f.r Noerth Africe in compeny with Lord Dorriemcre end
Umlcs. The clue to the tiessure is conteined in the locket cwned by
Jack Grey. The treesure is discovered end the villeins ere f.oiled
(of course there sre villains, thet's where ell the fun end excitement
ccmes in!) The scene shifts to West Africe where the party heve a
skirmish with the netives, end 8~ on to the Atlentic. As storm smd
engine trcuble, getting merooned upon en islend snd finelly stuck in the
middle ol the Sergesso See rcunds off & series full tu the brim with
edventure.

221-222, TITUS ALEXTS AND THE GHEAT FIRE

Titus errives with ¢ deep hetred of e11 things British. He,
neturelly, gets pushed sround 2 bic #nd in revenge he sets fire tc the
College House, Of course he's nuttier then e fruit ceke «nd is removed
from the school. But the whole thing is # dremetic curtein-raiser to
hhe next series, which is -

223-228, T ,FRANK'S IN LOMDON

The schcol tekes up quarters neer Holborn. Detection is well to
the fore in this series, s it cconecerns en opium smugglers' ring end the
kidnspping cf Tregellis-"/est, The last story introduces Fetty Little.
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229-236. B'RRING-OUT OF MR, M\RTIN

This berring-cut follews the femiliar pettern of e tyrennicel new
Heedmester and the inevite®le revolt. No new engles in this plot but,
of course, plenty of acticn.

237-239, Christmes with Lord Derriemore ot Cliff Dustle.

11920
240-249. THE_SPENDTHRIFT

in unusuel scries this. The Hon. Dougles Singleton, e newcomer to
the Remuve blest with e fortune of ~ver £200,000, proceeds to spend seme
like weter. s might be expected, he falls intc the hends of three
unscruplous crocks led by a Mr. Gore. They begin to fleece him by
verious mesns until he has not e penny left. By this time he hes well
snd truly learnt his lesson end hes becume e stesdier end more relieble
serson in the process., By o trick hc meneges to trec them end hend
them over t: the police. Mr. Gore then proves himself tc be - Nelson
Lee. Su Singletun gets his fourtune beck snd 211's well.

250-255. THE SERV..NTS STRIKE

in emusing series with TimothyTucker well to the fcre es e
Communist agitator. The schuol staff decide t¢ go on strike end sre
becked up by the juniors. Heros of fun end gemes with the juniors doing
the ccoking snd meking the beds etc., meentime keeping the fresh steff
off the premises by verious devices. The nld staff eventuelly get thely
reise in pey, end things return t¢ ncrmel. -

256-263. Mr. Crowell, -suffering from e nerv-us breakdown, is
repleced by Hendforth's brcther-in-lew, Mr, Heath. Mr. Heeth is being
®leckmeiled by o Count De Plessigny. Hendforth does & spot of detective
work end ceuses ¢ split in Study D #s & consequence.

264-2T4. EL DOR’DO

One «f the muét famous h.lidey series, full t« ~verflewing with
adventure. ‘

Lord Dorriemore tekes e perty up the ‘mezon in seerch of C.l.Kerriggn.
They discover the lost city of El Dored:r end e race f gisnts known 28
the .rzecs. “/het with bettles with pre-hist ric monsters, e wer betwee
rivel ermics, end heir-reising escepedes tcgethsr with voleenic eruptio
thrown in for good meesure, there's never e dull moment. E.S.B. certein-
ly pulled ~ut 211 the stcps for this yern.

275-283., ALRIV.L OF DICK GOOD'IN

Back to St.Frenk's snd streight swey up tc the ceyebrows in mystery.
Dick hes invented ¢ mechsnicel gadget end certein doubtful types try to
stesl it.

284-29%, BANNINGTON CINEMA

Scl.men Levi persusdes his father t: buy Bennington Grange fcr con-
version intc @ cineme, MNr. T/ebb, the unly other cineme _wner in Benning;
tcn, -bjects — viclently. Stcry tells how he ettempts to put paid te
the scheme by neferious meens - end feils - neturelly.

-
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1921
294-304. THE COLLEGE HOUSE WITHOUT RULES

This period of "nc rules" wee intrcduced by Mr. Smale Fox, the new
Housemester. No rules, no punishment - result chesos! The rctters teke
full adventege end bring the neme of St.Frenk's into disrepute. Nelson
Lee takes e hend and proves thet Smele Fux is deliberstely ellowing these
heppenings es part ~f & plen .f revenge ageinst the schcol. The st ry
elsc tells of the brxing prowess of Wrnest Lewrence ss o professicnel,

305-311. THE HOUNDS OF THE T..RGOSS'.

4 helidsy ercwd cn 2 trip in an eirship which is wrecked in the
Mdrietic. The ®oys ere seved by o ship which is drifting without o crewl
The ship in turn is wrecked .n the couest of M.rdenis., The party is cep—
tured by the Tergosse, rebels whc hold p wer in the country. They escape
end g. in fcrces with the Royalists. There is e terrific battle between
the two factions bef re the rebels ere subdued and the perty cen return
hcme,

312-319. JERRY DODD .iND THE TEST MATCHES

Jerry Dcdd, e y:uth whe lives for cricket, is tcld by his father
"noc cricket, scheol is e plece fur study". H w he gets -ver this end
ends up pleying in = test metch is told in o wey thet puts Brooks in the
forefront <f sports-st.ry writers.

320-327. IN THE WILD V/EST

Justin B. Permén's fether is having tr uble with rustlers ete. on
his rench ih Mcntena. He invites Nelson Lee and Lord Dorricmore smd =
crowd cf the lads cut there for e holidey. Uhilst there, Lee feels that
it's up to him, and sv we're treated tu es full-blooded a western yern
88 cculd be wished for.

328-335, PITT!'S EFFORTS TO SALVE THE FAMILY FORTUNES

Dremetic episcde relating Reggic Pitts' eff-rts to make money t-
help his father, whc is bankrupt efter being r. oked im e business scheme,
Pitt, who is reckcned the fimest winger in St.Frenk's fuootball histery,
gets & job &8s Jutside-right with Bennington F :othell Club, And so we
heve a fcotbell series with o spot of skullduggery provided by cne Simen
Respe who hed ceused Pitts' fether tc g. Wwenkrupt in the first plece.

336-348. THE MADNESS OF DR,STAFFORD

Dr. Steff.rd is being poisoned Wy o Mr. Trenton, the new Science
Mester. The poisun ceuses him to fly into uncontrollable tempers,eech
etteck being worse then the last. ~The beys, nut knowins whet tc meke of
it, begin tc teke sides for end ageinst. Those egeinst, led and influenced
by Timcthy Tucker, gu communist, which leads tu them geining control of |
the school.  Thore's e smell barring-cut end cleshes between them and the
cther perty, termed the Loyelists. A

This is @ long series end there's toc much in the plot tc crem into
e smell space. IHuwever, Trenton is expcsed and the school greduelly
returns to normel.
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1922

349-35T. THE COMING OF ARCHIE

This series, which ccncerns effcrts which are mede t~ recover
greésure frim Willerds Islend, is enlivened by the arrivel et the schocl
of one of the very best cheracters in schceolboy fiction - Archie Glenthorne.
Archie, the welking feshion plate, is ebsoclutely one of the "cnes". His
menner of spesking eslone is sufficient to endeer him for ever to the
reader.

358-365. Young Ghing is kidnapped by members of & Chinese Tong
end is taken on e ship en route to €hine. This leads to:-

366-374. A HOLIDAY IN THE SOUTH SEAS.

Lord Dorriemore end the usuel crowd on bosrd The Tenderer give chase
to the kidneppers, duly rescue Young Ching end cerry on to the. South Sees.
Here they get wrecked on o coresl islend end live like the Swiss Femily
Robinson. Archie's valet, Phipps, comes into his own 28 2 sort of
"/dmirable Crichton". They ere finelly rescued by seroplene which bringsr
us to:-

375-380. THE NIV LNGLIANS

One of Brooks' so-czlled "far-fetched" stories. The aeroplene takes
them to the snterctiec where they discover the lost country of New ‘inglie,
only to find that they hsave lended just when = war between the two halves
of the country is sbout to stert - with what results to the St.Frenk's
party you cen imegine,

381-397. Bzck to the peece s#nd quiet (L!) of school life.
Complete stories,
1923
396-40T7. PETEICOAT RULE

Miss Trimble, & newly elected chairmen of the Governing Boerd,
objects in public to tkhe Heedmester sdministering corporsl punishment.
He resigns in protest, followed shortly afterwards by the rest of the
mesters. Miss Trimble seizes the chence to prove & theory that boys
ere better treined by women end installs women teechers. The boys trest
the whole thing ss o Joke ot first, but the joke turns sour when HMiss
Trimble bens most of the privileges such os tes in the studies etc. The
finel strew is when the Juniors ere bemned from using the studies. From
then on it's wer - to the ditter end! [ well-remembered series with
Brooks et his best.

408-414. ALF 'UGGINS ARRIVES

41f Brent, son of the Cheirmen of the Board of Governors hes e
theory thst if he went to St.Frenk's under his own neme he would be
treeted with respect, but if he went es Alf Huggins, en ordinery working-
cless boy, he would be ostrecised. How the idee works out is brilliantly
and movingly told.

415-422. LHITSUN HOLID.Y SERIES

The Removites spend e ceravenning holidey touring the highweys end
byweys of rurel Englend.
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423-432., IN AMERICA

The Remove, for various reasons, find themselves in America. They
travel from New York to Hdlywood, where they meet Lord Dorriemore who
takes them on The “/enderer into the Pacific. Here they meet with more
adventures on a certain islend. Brooks wrote this story whilst in
hmerica and it has the ring of suthenticity.

433-441. INTRODUCING BUSTER BOOTS

From the Editor's remarks concerning this series. "It wes power
end leadership thet he coveted and he found that he could more quickly
attein success by instituting a reign of terror-—. As we have seen,
Nipper proves to Buster that two could play at that geme, and when the
new Remove leader began to experience some of his own medicine he realised
that there wee socme truth in the ssying thet'He who lives by the sword
perishes by the sword'. The light of reason brought home to him at last
the folly of his mad lust for power. He wes sobered, and felt ashamed
of himself. His old supporters now turned egainst him. They regerd
him as & bully and & coward, and it remains for Buster to prove that et
heert he is neither."

442-447. Nelson Lee's tustle with the Night Owl, otherwise known
as Caled Droone, and the criminsl orgsnisetisn The Allisnce of Thirteen.

1924
448-454. THE:DR. K.RNACK SERIES

Dr. Kernack tekes over the post of Curstor to the school museum, and
weird things begin to happen. Some parts 6f this story would not be out
of plece in the "Not at Nighi'" bovks, es witness some of the titles:

"Dhe Evil Eye of Bsal", "The Curse of the Moon God" etc. This series
wes most topical % ‘the time, for Tutenkhamen's tombe hed just been
discovered.

445-463%. ARRING-OUT AGAINST WILLIAN K, SMITH

. Smith, & Germen-imericen millionaire, buys up most of the countrysidg
surrounding St.Frank's with the idea of building vast fectories. As @
result of his scheming Dr. Stefifoxrd is forced to resign and one of
Mr. Smith's stooges, a8 Mr. Ponsorlyy Smell, is instelled. Sm2ll is not
big enough for the job and soon hes everyone in open revolt. This
rebellion interferes a greet deal with Smith's plans snd in consequence
there's loads of excitement culmineting in e thrilling finale when hils
workmen (all foreigners, ly the wey), maddened with drink, storm the
school and attempt to set fire to it.

464-470. THy CIRCUS COME TC TOWN

4 circus comes to Banaington and then the fun sterts. The performers
go on strike snd the Removites “oke over. Imegine Hendy, as & strong
men, tossing 500 1lks. weight sgbout!

471-476. A story with, for e boys' paper, e most wnusuel plot. It
tells how Mrs. Stokes, the new Housemaster's -wife, heving been cured of &
serious illness by the use of drugs, hed becore, in part, a drug sddict.
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" restore the _ood name of St.Frenk's.

Hor fight to return to & normsl 1life, whilst weing encourasged to teke
more druge by & reptilien Chinsmen, is drematic, to say the least.

477-484. IN THE SAHARL

One of Brooks' "far—fetched" holiday series. This time they dis-
cover & lost Romen city in the middle of the Sshara Desert end experience
all the thrills and adventures that one might associlate with such en
event,

485-492. - THE SCHOOL "VITH L BAD NX

Another unususl story of a type not usuelly met with in boys' papers|
During e chempagne party held By the "bledes", 2 senior dies of
heart failure, /4 London newspaper gets hold of the story snd the result-
ing scendal ncerly ceuses the school to close down, However, most ef

the Remove memage to stey on and, under Pitts' lesndership, menege to

493-500. Complete 8chool Stories.

1925
501-512. TOMMY "VATSON AT MOAT HOLLOY

Owing to his fsther's finences being somewhat sheky “Tetson is sent
to the new school recently opened at Moet Hollow betwcen St.Frank's and
Bellton. A shock sweits him, however, for the school is nothing more or
less then o prison, where the beys have all thoc spirit kmocked out of
them snd are, in fact, treated like sleves. Brooks must heve reed
Nicholes Nickleby, for this is the type of school that Dickens exposed.
L thoroughly good yern with Nipper doing his stuff 2t the end es the
"Phantom Protector".

513-522, A cricketing series with e feud between the 'ncient end
Modern House thrown in es good messure end to #dd to the complicetiens.

523-528. ST ,FRLNK'S TAKES UP SCOUTING

Owing to part of the schoel heving been demaged snd accommodetion
lacking, the Lower School teke up Scouting end cesmp out on the Downs
overlooking Shingle Bsay.

529-536. IN THE SOUTH SEAS LGATH

Lord Dorriemore tekes the usuel crowd to e South Sea Island in seerch
of peerls., This is Brooks et his best end his description of e tropicel
island is convincing. There is 2lso a most reelistic description of e
cyclone.

537-541. THE REFORMATION OF FULLIVOCD

Fullwood, until now the ecknowledged leeder of the '"czds'", hed been
present on the holidey in the last series snd mainly owing to the influend
of Clive Russell, began to see the error of his weys. In this series
we sce the trensformetion completed.  All is not mede eesy for him, end
he has an uphill fight ®efore he cen cut loose from his old essociates.

The school is enlerged to five houses in this series.
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542-549 « EZRA QUIRKE

In the opinion of meny this is the finest series that Brooks ever
wrote. It made such an impression on one of our circle thet he decided
to teke up the profession of stege illusienist es & career..

Briefly then: Ezrs Quirke errives, riddled with supersfitions and
s dabbler in Black Msgic. He has & powerful personality and very soen
hes his own circle of believers. Those who ridicule him seem to run
into bad luck. However, the die-hards form themselves into the "13 Clubf
end defy Quirke to do his worst. As & consequence they suffer all sorts
of misfortunes end the "13 Club" dishands. Quirke utilises a cellar in
the Esst House where he holds mgetings and where he achieves all sorts
of weird phenomens. Eventually he hes neerly cveryone believing in him
except @& very few., Led by Browne of the Fifth, they eventuelly find the
mesns to expose him, How this is brought sbout snd why Quirke is at
the achool I won't reveal as it would spoil your fun if you haven't
alreedy read the story.

Broeks at his very best.

1926
550-560. THE REVOLT AG_INST GUY SINCLAIR

Guy Sinclair, & 6th Former, end one of the worsh, succeeds in
becoming Head Prefect of the Vest House meinly owing to the fact that
he hes & hold over Mr. Stokes the Housemester. His success goes to his
heed and he becomes a2 petty dictetor. Life is mede unbeereble for the
juniors and so they rebel. Eventuslly the rest of the school join in
and with Masters end Prefects sbsent for verious reasons the unruly
elements get the upper hend and mob rule is only stopped by the inter-
vention of Mr. Stokes. Sincleir is finelly exposed by Stokes and is
expelled.

561-568. HORLCE STEVENS AND HIS F.THER'S PLAY

For this, the last of the 0ld Series, Brooks tekes us behind the
scenes of London's Theatre-land. Stevens' fether, before hs dies, had
been &8 great actor end hed written & play. Stevens tries to get it
produced end slso reveals his own capebilities es en actor. How the
pley is stolen from him end how with Brown's end Nipper & Co's help he
finelly triumphs is well told in e most drametic fashion.

1lst New Series
No's 1-11. SPORTS MAD AT ST.JFRANK'S

Fenton sterts e Sports Carnivel end Nipper suggests a Young England
v. Young Australia pleying in & test metch with the final geme at Lord's.
St.Frenk's thinks of nothing else except sport this term, but the Heed-
masyer tries to bring them Yeck to earth by setting them & speeielly
gtiff oxem. So what with sports end study end everything going with
e med rush, everyone hes @ hectic time, trying to fit things in.

12 - 19. HOLIDAY ADVENTURES IN CHINA
Young Ching is kidnepped end Nelson Lee, Dorriemore end Umlosi, to
sey nothing of Nipper & Co. go tc Chine to effect a rescue, They are
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taken prisoners end get mixed up in e bettle between rivel Ter Lords
before everything smooths itself out.

20 - 25. HANDFORTH .S REMOVE CAPTATN

48 a result of 2 joke thet went wrong, Hendforth is elected ceptain,
He proceeds to make e thorough nuisance of himself, until the whole
Hemove is fed up to the beck teeth with his weird snd wonderful idess of
how & form should ke run, L very funny yern.

26 - 33. &7 JFRLNK'S ON ITS HDNOUR

in 'mericen Professor persuades the Heedmaster to edopt the "Honour
System", with dire results. The decent element form s vigilente com-
mittee to bring the othurs to their senses. Meenwhile, Fullwood is
tempted to desert the streight ond narrow, but his better self prevsils.

. < APl
34 '~ 43. THEY DISCOVER NORTHESTRA

after spending Christmeas et Hendforth Towers the holidey perty go on
8 trip to the Far North, in en esirship owned by Lord Dorriemore. ..s one
might expect, the sirship gets"dut of control in e violent storm end is
cerried well into the Arctic Circle. They get pitchforked cver o range
of moutiteins and find themselves - in Northestris - a lend of knights in
ermour. In other words, back to the Middle fhges.  Although this is one
of Brooks'! "fer-fetched" stories, I, personelly consider it one of the
best. The perty errive just as the Gothlenders ere about to invede
Northestria. Lee and Dorriemore sre given the Jjob of organising an army
to repel them, end using modern weepons end ideas, do the whole thing in
grand style.

44 - 50. THE GREAT FLOOD

Pine Hill Reservoir bursts during heevy reins snd floods the whole
of the Stowe Valley. St.Frenk's is complete cut off. However, e
couple of berges float into the school grounds together with sn old bern
(Fort kesolute of the Trimble barring-out) end Handforth gets the bright
idea of lifting the bern on to the berges. They use "Hendforth's Ark"
as 2 meens of escape from the school. They get cerried out to see and
ere wrecked but manage to seve the bsrges. They return to the coast
end when the floods subside, ¢ few of them, scting ss bargees, return
the berges to their rightful owner.

51 -~ 54. THE FUNK OF ST . FR.NI'S

Herry Greshem, son of a county cricketer end himself an expert ot
the geme, errives only to be brended ¢ funk., Hendy takes him in hand
end helps to prove that his cowardice is more imeginery then resl.

55 - 60. THE FRESH ATR FIENDS
The Headmaster's sister persuades him to allow those who wish to
teke 2dventege of the summer westher to go under canves. Her husbend is

in seerch of Romen treesure for which purpose he buys Holt's Ferm. The
cemp is washed out by e storm end some of the lads persusde the Heed's

(111) i




sister to ellow them to cerry on et Holt's Ferm. Her husbend objects
et first bul eventuelly ellows them to stey and help him in his seerch.

66 -~ 67. ON THE CONGO

This holidey sterts out with no perticuler end in view, except es
e trip to the Congo in the company of Iord Dorriemore. However, when
they errive they leern that trouble hes broken out in Umlosits tribe,
the Kuténe's, #nd that Umlosi hes diseppeered. They et once set out
to do the rescuing husiness, only to be ceptured by o slave trader, one
Otto Lorenzo. Needless to sey, they put peid to him, but not before
we have hed oup full quote of thrills snd edventures.

68 - 71. THE FEUD OF THE FOURTH AND THE REMOVE

“het commences es & new spirit of rivelry between the two forms
is turned to hetred by Bernerd Forrest (who took over the reigns ss
chief "ced" from Fullwood.) He, with some of his friends, fen the
flemes impertielly by introducing such things as stones end dog-whips
etc. into the rivelry. Forrest is in due course exposed end is drummed
out of St.Frenk's. '

T2-75. THE CLSTLETON T/INS

Allen ond Lrthur Cestleton errive, the former et St.Frerk's end
the latter at St.Jim's, Although they sre es elike as two pees ouv-
werdly, thelr netures ere poles spert. 4llen is e thorough-going young
rascel, and eventielly mekes himself so unpopular that hc suggests to
Arthyr that they chenge places as ¢ joke. Arthur sgrees end goes to
St.Frenk's, only to find that he hes to pey for his Brother's sins.
L1llen meenwhile is conscience-stricken end returns to teke his medicine.
The story 2lso tells of the verious ettempts on the life of Lord
Pippinton.

76 - 79. DEATH OF WALTER CHURCH

One of the most drametic stories ever written by E.S.,B. Church
is pursued by cnemles and his life is seved only by prompt mction by
Nelson Lee. To nrevent further attempts Lee end Dr.Brett ennounce that
Church hes died. Llthough McClure is convinced, Hendforth refuses to
believe it, end does his best to force Nelson Lee to explain. The fine
thing ebout this story is the description of the fellows' reections,
particulerly Hendforth's and McClure's to Church's illness snd supposed
death. To those who regerd Hendy es purely & comic this side of his
charscter is an eye-opener.

80-39. HANDFORTH'S BARRING-QUT
Hendforth ie feleely esccused of setting & trep for Mr.Pyecreft,

end is due to be flogged. Handforth, being the chap he is, #nd highly
incensed by the injustice, starts a herring-out with his two fricnds.

Very soon others Join until the whole Remove is in revolt., The rebellion

sterts in the Ancient House studies, takes over the store-house es more |
Join, end end by the juniors teking over the Modern House, The berring-
out is finally brought to en end by the confession of the culprits, in
this cese Merrell snd Merriott.
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BT R U LR T S

1928
90~"93," THE BOOT-BOY BARONET

Sir Jemes Potts, Bert. comes to St.Frank's as o boot-boy to eern his
living. He is helped to regsin his position in 1life by en old friend
end new boy Vivlen Trovers, end the story ends with him becoming ¢ member
of the Remove.

94—~ 99. The Eerl of Edgemore is in Nueer Street whet with mort-
geges being foreclosed etc., but the Remove rslly round end with Nelson
Lee doing his stuff on the sida, everything works out nicely, thenk you!

100-108. H.NDFORTH THY QE?CJSP'

Hendforth, usuclly good-netured end cheerful, gets into a thoroughly
bzd temper which gets worse ss time goes on, #nd 211 over nothing. He
reclises thet he's ot feult but Hendy is es obstincte os 2 mule snd con-
giders everyone owes him en spclogy insteed of vice-verss. Things go
from bed to worse until he is ostracised by the whole form. Tven his
feithful chums. Church #nd McClure. leeve him to get on with it, oOf
cuurse, Hendy comes to his senses but not before he neerly gets himself
expelled. '

109-117. Chembers of the Fifth, owing to sheer leziness, is sent
down to the Remove, He sttempts to essert himself by bullying, but is
socon put in his plece. Showing nc effort to imprcve himself, the Heed-
mester decides to put him intc the Third - emongst the fegs. He has s
terrible time of it, the fegs teking the opportunity to pey off old
gscores. He soon pulls himself tcgether efter this end eventuelly geins
his old plece in the Fifth.

118-123. ON HOLIDAY IN INDI.

Lord Dorriemore tekes the usurl crowd on holidsy egein, this time to
Indie. The plct 1s basically the seme @s the China Series, except that
this time it is Hhssi Renjit Lel Kehn who is kidnepped.

124-127. - 8tory of fun #nd gemes, when e series of jepes ere
cerried out between St.Frenk's snd the River House.

128-131 TILLY H.NDFORTH'S DOG

This yern tells how Tilly Hendforth forms sn sttechment for e grey-
hound,of his efforts to buy it from ¢ brutel owner.

132-139. . mixed beg of very short seriés, concerning the Blue
Cruseders, Kenmore the prefect end his reformetion, rnd ghostly
heppenings ot Reithmere Costle re-introducing Wzre Quirke.

1929
140-151. THE ST,FR.NK'S TOURING SCHOOL
The school go on an educetionel tour of Scuth ifrice, sustralle
end New Zeelend. I don't kncw whet they lesrnt but they hed their full

quote of edventure. Brooks mey or mey not heve visited these countries,
but his descriptions sre most reslistic.
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152-159. THE SNE4K'S PARXDISE

Note: - 152, 157-159, complete school stories,

Dr. Stefford has retired end insteed we have 2 Dr. Morrison Nicholls
He hes & theory which he puts into prectise, that the schoolboy code of
honour, which seys "one should not 'sneek'", is ell wrong, end thet if »
boy is bullied, or knows of scme miedemeenour, he should report the
matter. T/het heppens, of course, is the opposite to the Headmaster's
hopes. It's e field dey for the cads.

160-169. ON TOUR AG .IN

Coming so quickly efter the other touring school series, one cen
cnly essume thet it wes e publicity stunt. This time they trevel ebout
Inglend in e speciel trein, stopping a few deys et verious points. Each
atoppingupl ce provides s different edventure.

170-174. . Lord Dorriemore turns up agein end tekes e perty off
to Arizone in seerch of gold.

175-178. Stenley Tjeldo son of the "cndermen", srrives, end
proceeds tc stegger the school.

179-182. Bernsrd Ferrest ies reinsteted end immediately starts
his old gemes. -

183-186., lelson Lee end Nipper's lives sre threetened by e
Bhinese Tong (the same one that ceused them to go to St.Fravk‘a in 1917
end the Tong's vengesnce is for the seme reeson!)

187-189, Christmes with Hendforth et Trevis Dene.

190-194. Edger Fenton, the populer Heed-Prefect, is seddled
with en uncle - in the Removel!  And whet an unclel He soon earns
the nawe of "the worst boy in the school", @nd is in fact en unscrupulous
young bleckgerd. Nephew Edger hes e dreedful time before his uncle
is finelly expelled.




