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this time,” Tom Merry remarked, |
with m snule, “and Gussy has made
Beaps ol toast.'

“*Yaas, wathah !

Heaw Vet yom  look, Arhor!™

o eaclaimied, with a snale,
yaas
Augustus took out his
L, und wiped his warm

‘Ther there wes & shriek of laughter
in the siudy,

W Arey had wiped & trail of grime |

all wrroes his aristoeratic features,
amd the change in ki aspect was |
vimple startling,

“Ha, ha, ba!™ roared Dlake.

* Wieally, Dlake—""

" Ma, hs, ha!™

I entirelr [ail to see what weu
duffnhs nes cocklin' ae.”

“Ila, ba; ha!™

** Lok in b plane I pusped Consin
Evhel,

* Piai Juve, Kl —"*

“lesol in the glass—>"
Anhur Auzustue oheved, Then he
ul

“1a, ha,
* Houn fealiful o hos put the
waong landkeyyg [

eaiped D' Aroy. ] |
yolled thwe juniors.

e wottuh a [

* Ha, ba, ha !

The twe girke were luosiing ss
beartily nn snyledy,  D'Ars pravw
vae more Jook imte the glas, and
then ruslied From e e tady,

“1ls, hag bl

pasped Figrins, *1
Friew Clwsy will ba the death of me
rowln played that Linle jape

#n lis :

1 wonder 1" suid Menty Lowther,
whi Lad cotn imto the study with
i erewil It wiy rough an poar
fusey, Tlulla! What's that)™
Thero was & wilil trampling and
erashing in tho passare, uruj' AManners
vavne dearing bp with s chaie under
varh arin, sl adasked intu ithe study

wilh s pirisis,
Fllhru"‘ and Joaes

Alter him eume
sl
° ywlled Maneack,
" roaned  Junes,

They linttesd 1n the doorway af the
slEhi of e two gicls, and blushed,
" U, sorey | rlqmi both ef them;
vl Ml v
s pantsl, aml set down the

fern 1™ be pasped,
* Puourh, now!™ seked Blake.
* Ve, il you two chaps st an the
winduw lilre,™
Y Uewd ! Wo can do that”
Couem Ethel was pleeed in the best
i wid Dhlores in tho next bost,
the tmlde '] eoen
cung ol e the passago 1o leave
ware  room, The weated
Liemelven round the tabile, or nbout
in mmin, or ot the window. Thers
woie ben boys and Awe giids in all,
sl the purty was lnrge for the sise
of the sudy; but it was oo wo
e with the seconimelation,
Arthur Augustus cire i, willi le
froo trelily washed, snd clean s »
i-n\lnu- newly awept sl
roishid, = 0o meak. A goneral
wrin ereoted his reappearsnes, snd
b replivel ta it with w lufty siare
thrnaeh his glase,
* Vo don't maind 'il.liﬂr_ on the

woal lorker, do you, Gusyi' said
M iy Lomther,

“ida! -1 inean, not ot all, dead
| T

* Mate 1" suid Tom Merry, lsughe
g, " Mlere's  wour  chair, Guwy,
eerl to Mia Delham, St down,
-‘?'-1'}.«“‘ yom wvowy moch, Tom

Mowmy 1" .
T Merry hol arranged D' Arey's

g

T
i

and ho know Dalores Letter than the
other fellows, And Ethel wos quite
satishied with Figgine looking alver
ber. Tem  Merry  thoupht  his
arrangement rather diplomatic,

Tha tea was made, and ity pleasant
eeent pervaded the wvudy,  Cousin
Etliel pourcd out tha tea,

There was a cheerlul fire of chatter
routil the tea-table. Football was
naturally the tapie, aml for some time
w owas hardly noticed that Dolores
was very »lilemd,

Arthir Augustus D'Arey was on-
teataining hee with an seecunt of ke

goals ke would have kicked if it
hada's happesed that he dide’t kick
them, Lv elserved ot Jast  that

rejlying only in miono-
tnying with Ler fca-

‘o, thank you!™
“ Moy 1 pass you the eakel™
* Thank you, ne!™
“ Hpwakin' of coke,” il T Arey.
" woimindy me of & wath
Thare wes n fellow named
o ferget whether bis name
‘wbisen or Wadeliff, but it
vt weslly mattali—and he had a
un hin birthday, Tt wis » vowy
large rake with plome, rou bnew,
I"T yoa, frnd .-I plum-cake, Mis
RUTTITN

" No." said Miss Pelham,

“It w vewy niee," it D' Arcy.
SWoll  this fellow.  Wadelifi—ar
Wobinson—1 forget which, Lut it is
et weally matewial to the stowy-—
bzl tlumicabe ca liis bivthday, {Ig
bad o § n'l [wirnds—""

" Pass the watorerres, D'Arey "

“ Corininly, donh Loy § -

“ And Uie sale

* llere you are.”

" Ob, Guwsy ean't kiek for taffes ™
Fany Wynn wae saying.  ** Why, if
he'tl pat the ball at e Yike—likn &
New House chap, T liould have had
o ploy it over the bLar*

* Weally, Wynn—""

“Thst would have been a pornes
for you, theugh,” sdded Farty Wyno
relloctively, **1 n't  suppese ft
linu'h]"h.lvu born much we to you
hmgin.

“Oh wate!"

S A%ese it . Fatiy!™  prinned
Figiine, " Ordor! Pass tho sugart”

Arthur Asgustus jsmmed lie rye-
H"‘ into his ove, and pave iy

yhn & Withering glance, which was
nuite wasted wpon Wynn, who was
Jost then beaming in” grone delight
wpem th W Arey turred back

o
12 Dolares, _
ellin’ _ you  about iy

1 wan
Fwiend Walinean," Tio remarked,

* Were youl™ said o
" Yaze, wathali! About s birih.

day luh. 1‘»?" know,

Ll‘.\.n-; was diseouragel.
e did net pursus the stery of
neon, or [udelill, sud the Lirth-
day cvake. Lo tried Miss Delham on
weersl other topies, Lot found tiem
all univteresting 1o her. The swell
of St Jim's beeamo & Nitle wilent
himeell tonarnds tho of the meal,
1o was discouraged, If the youns
Indy wouldn't  talk  hersell,” wnd
wotlln't laden 10 bim  when  he
talkod, thiern were ties in ihe
way of a eonvorsation, .
vim Eibel glancod ot hor friond
onco or twice,  Dolores  coloured
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from the
page.)

v v under hier glasee, and mads an
cffort te be cheerful and chatty, and
neeemledl (o womio extent.  Dut the
lra was= mearly over now, e
ong i|| Emished, Jnn‘ llli' erowiled camn-
pmny in the siw ek Wy

*Nap Jove!™ ,D'.\rr'y eonfided 1o
Tom Merry, "1 weally
1 get onovewy well with Mim Pelham,
you know." - T

= NWor™ aid Tom Merry,

“No, | wes tellin® her the etow:
alesat Wohinson amd  his  bicthday
cuke, you num-mhlll.”" :

“ Yoo, 1 remember,” said Tom,
rather luastily. :

“It's sll wight,” eid Arthur
Augustus,  with somn  dignity, *'1
wa-n't going to tell you ovul again,
Tom Mrewwy. “Tat Mis Priham
weemed guite bored, and 1 dide'e
Bursh tellin' her the atows.”

* (30 hon "

* Don't
markalilel” R

* Simply amazing " i

And D7Arey ailjusted hia monocle,
and gave the hero of the Shell & very
dubious  glanee, Dot aflter  that
D' Arey didd not inflict Tcr‘elllllth of
his society upon Doleres Pelham,

1 wani spothah chap (o eone
with me in the twap when [ dwive
the pols bome” ke sud to Blake,
a Hittlo lator. ** Would you like to
eeme, deall bey! I have a pass
t.l?.hxu.:m"t‘ue twe, oa purpose.”

lalie grunted.

0l eourse, 1'd like to come,” Ln
said,

*Thea come, deah Loy."

Dlake shook his head.

*No," he said bereieally, * tuko
Figgins.™

1Y Arey -uﬁmL

- Figgi

" Yes, Figgim "

“ ai Jove! Do you think Fiery is
waihah ®stwuek with Min elham,
pawwapat" sabd D' Arey,

“Tla, ka, ha!"

Ui Jove! Tt's harely yoes. that
she might linve pwelerred sittin® be-

Figgy st ten” smid DArcy
slomly. “Sho was awl'ly bored with
e, you koow, 1t seams odd 1ot
anybody should pwefer Fizgy; but
there's o secountin' for tastes, i
them ™

= Not 2 4l said Plake.

“1 _you'd like to let Figey rome
inetesd of yoa, IMake, 1'll take hin."

*Dal™ said Blake,

" Yowy welll™

Anl whilo the pirls wers pone inte
the 1Trad’s we for their couts and
hints, IYArey  apronched .r'ﬂ.""’-
who was stunling chatiing with Keorr
and Wymn, with a somewhat lugu-
Wrioun  expression wpon his  honest

hmF g y
“ Figrin man "
| IIEIE lk wid  Figgine, rather

you think it's wathah we-

¥
“1 was wonderin® i g:-a‘ll eare |o
come in the fwap to St Fuel's,"™
said D" Aroy. "‘fill-'lw thinks you
might like to."

Fizgina jumped,

"’.ﬂ!l i {m excluimed,

“\'Inl waihah, deal boy 1"

1 vhall be
dwivin', you know, end thera aught
10 be mmebady o alk to the of
coest,  1'msure you'll ik 1o have
A dwive with Mis Dedham ™ ppid
D' Arey buworously,

THE EMPLRE LinnARY,

Al Podham,”  said  Tiggine
ingnr;)'. »ilh, yon n_f eourse, L'l
oamme with |-!:xiurr>.lbus-5;.u:n
think ' decent of you.

- \:-IL .ni‘:ﬁ deah boy! ! P

Anl Figgins dashed off for his
cout wil eag,

DILSide.
" UITE wendy, deali gals 1™
‘!3 Courim Etbvel  wind  Dodone

came oot of 1o Hlead's hous,
wrapad i their esats lor the
drve home 3 2t Froda's. Dol of
them lechasd very cliarming, sml many
of the fellows gathersl mound roviad
W Arey anad Figgins that dnw-.l
Vegging come mreing upe with his
wnpt en.
“Igiﬂhl ™ he yoped. " 1lere 1
nm !
Delores looked ot b,
* Are you coming ™ she said,
 Yoers,” snil l-'lp'mu, fin rmlu_-i‘
nam  consideraldy  deshed Ly e
1'elham's fane, — * Gumy han ekl

we, anl — z i
F-I. \}‘u shall ke glad,” said Cousin
Uhel.
“Why, of coutse,” said Dolorew,
with o charming smile, -
Aml Figginn recovered again.
A“ Yous, :-;llrgl" I?I.'hkﬁrﬂmr
ugustus, legins wi to you
while I dwive, you know, 1'H let sou
wive comin' back, Figay: but while
the lsdiva aro in the twap, [ think we
hasl bottah Inke evewy care.”
.}'uuir Inughed § ke dida't want (o
ar

drive; Tram st

*ALL right, ofd ki, he said,
“Quite weady, dral gals 1"
** Quite,” saiel Cousin Eilel,

The jusiors gsthered round, There
wore anany  geod-byes Lo Lo said.
Fithel had snid  pood-bve
Tolmon snd the 1lead;
wore fuite 0 erowd
nuad. to seo ler off,

“ Gonl-bye, Cousin Ethol 1

" Gooil-bve " suid Ethel brightly.
“ Andd thank you all s much for the
pleasant =fioeneon we have had,"

*It's you that's made it pleasang,
Causin Ethel," sai] Toam Merry,

D' Arey turned by eyoglass upon the
Slhell leflow.

** Itai Jove, Tom Mewwy, T weganl
thae s o weally gwseoul wemark 1"
he =al “Yau do net ofton expaes
yoursell so well*

Tom Merry laughed,

“ Well, i yon qmes i, its all right,
Gussy,” he sl -

* Yans, wathal !

You sewe—0>"
" t'inau b,

eguin,” mid Cousin

he waved ber hand Trom the trep.
Dolores did not wave her hand. DPer-
haps ohie thought she did pot know
the juniors of 5t Jim's well enough.

DArey took the mibhons, and the
trap moved off through the dusk, the

1ps gleaming out abead ns Le drove

away,

Tom Meery and Lis cliums Jooked
alter them sa they went. When the
laming lichts of the trap wore lost
in the dackness of the rould, the
Juniors turnud buerk to the house,
. UWWhat e ripping girl Coasin Ethel
" Tow Merry romnrk

" You, rather.
lin'gnﬂ.]nl-.» o frivnel 17

wiy Merry paurisl for & inesent

Lefore vep ping,

“ Well, any fricud ol Cousin Ethel's
miust L nice," be snid gt last,

Anidl Nlako nodided, und it droppuald

ot that.

Dolarea=litth ihinking, and will
lies earing, what lupresmon she
made upon the St Jun's fallows—sal
in the eushioned seat, with bee eont
about hee amd the thick g over hor
knees, for the might was cald. Al
Arthur Auguntus's aifention was given
to the horse, for the country rond
was almost pirchy dark, and il
to_think wholly of hiy dutica as n
driver. igring wus lelt to entertain
the two girls durieg the drive—a
thing that it way dificult for Figmins
o do.  For though Figeins, in hi
big, honest lioart, !
with a fecling skin to v
worrhipped  owein  Eihe
tieular, il that d01 nat bl hism as
A ronverestivnalist,  In fert, Riegine
—like many fellows who van da thinges
=aliel ok exeel o a lalker, e foht
it imeanilanl 10 falk however,

B

aml bo maulully did )
HXolly gamie, wanu't iy

Eiliel Cleveland s a now girl at
8t Freda's, and on her fiest Jday
ot wehool B attracted Ly the pers
sotimbity of Dolires Pellinm, u Digh-
npirited mirl of Rjanieh descent
Kthel sulsequently saves Deoloses

place nent do Dolores 17 A wal
thi greatest lady's ien st 86 Jim's
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GLANCE OVER THIS,

Delares over to 8L Jin's Calleso,
where Arthwr 1 Arey, hor cousin,
i ntoechol, aml tha Ry irl
Is introduced to all Eilel's L‘I
riemle

Tha twa gl b a fosthall

o aleepy slivgrace, nad the tno b | msteh lwtwen (he ouses ol
come firm friepds, Bl Jim's—the New 1]ouss [T RT™
Etbel oo altwennon  fakes | Kebnol House, alter which they are

L el wn:n:na&a;;sna_?

invided to fea in Tuim Merry's sludy,

Ve Junirs peepare for the tea,
Ay 0 sibting-on the fender
making toast, when Monty Lowther

enters the otyly,
" he exclaims,

** Goml i) (e

o mlesd! of
anul.in;":p.“'l Are you fond

(Neor pu en v irh e ster )

. .

Friry Wodundyg
Ot Maltyey,,
Caaein Kl snalold in the
Shr hwew thit Firegine ,I.n':‘;_ihl"’l-
aonl she i that Ly wosdd 141k (0%
all; Vomane |1 wan the ibjeey gt
wabiol bess of all mibuory, a0
eradly s ull thi rreg o o2
Wi e as keenly ity |
. Hut Bl kniw L
noal foaball o] e,
or, already boarml ws gy b
fterneon's. game am) hy :.'J:
Erhed shonly, s
b clinm o 5.‘. j:it“l
abidy t Dyl "
" HO e e

i
il

watch ¥ Figgie ™Y

eapeely, i |

sl rabd Tl ), 4 iy o

" How  goomd! We can .'.'l

arrunge if,” sakd Figpine ..;I

Polham i l'uml ol eocing o h::
e, Loo, suprose ™ he gl

1.: mlterthomche. ! B adl s

I i had beem lipha | o
would luve soch Mia I'r!k:a].b;:"
curl. But Turkily it eas ton degy ®
Oy yen 1™ nakl Dolores i
E!hl'l made o movement. S,
not ke to hear Dolores say w5
knew thut Dnlares didiked y.. o

mention of the subjier. Yoy
ares called for sone mu-;ri,w::i
Ethel would not judge hee Irived

harshly,

will be anch w pde 1o us,
Polbam, if you will rome ever
Catmin Ethel neat time*

with

“Oh, 1 shall surehy came if Fisg
will bring me,* said Dolores wilily.
1 think 3t Jim's B o g wd
plars, T love it 1"

He felt that he hul not [Sed Moy
Pelhan  hitherta as much an ow
doservl.  Ehe was evidontly a iy
girl mow, aml nuite warthy to Le g
Iriend of Cousin Krhel's,

Fabel was silenr.

0 hor randid mind every ane of
Dolores’s  remarks  was unplesaptg
shie knew: that they could oot
mincere. Dot she enuld not versy well
Liut &2 nnicli 1 Fi "

shi seul nerbme.  She would
got beconw a ety o a game in
v:nil:h Figgina wus 19 ke made n fool

Figzins was froling  veuy I“T

o
That wor evlilently Thilores™s oliject.
It mmwved hev widul, voregnl st
to take ilin wiventase ol Figgpys
AL O TS,
# Amd the hove are all sa pien®
said Dalores delibertely.
that nire bey with
What was
b
, ol Are his eves bluet”
‘hy, they're an bae ns the &t
said Figpins, in astomidinent,
*Are they mally 1™ safd Ddess
carolessly. "*“Na, T mean the gond
lovking Loy whe was siambng nes
us, anl did net I»i'u,'_'
Figpis weinkled his broa,
“A S Tiouse bay :** ke mhod
" Her hsal & exrnoion o his ot
“Why, that was Nellish "

“What a2 pretty  wame!™ sl
Dolorcs,

Still Fabied id « pery, K
ke Mellish well: M b o
fillow whio was eallod the ool of the
Fourth al 8. Jiw's. D10= tel

ot eedavped two wonds wah iy
nwl cerinindy had p pevilor taste
shy vonsidenad bim Lan) ot
Dalores had noticed thar thene w38
na love lest between Melnh ool
Figems,  That was sly sl wst
praimng Mellinh now, Firges w a
tover Dy dicamed of i TELS
girl coull deliberstele try 10 TS
his tewnper by proser a l-n'_*'w‘
disliked  would pever bove ““_.,._:i
ta Figgine as pesilile, W by ol -
;'Iulm wart to n‘tlll.- Trie trmpat
ot s
h ;'llutr :y‘ ; .FIm L name,”
T Figgins voov Loty

qtl’ll-lfu: a it 1ol ot asked
o chesd
e

s,
“Well, ym tee,
Howee chap®
b U
Relwal 1loose 1™
Dot Lawrzfol.
* Dholanes bawsfos ’
eyt war T Melih, T
i, UM prsurse, W in pot !-ﬂu-—H
in s prwlloking; [ am sare ¥
woulln't fldonee you" s
o il BT T ean see that e
pomnl-biking,” il Pugzine. L‘F
wever Fewnd anylealy say o | G

ey B

feiem!.

Why, stancd him besnls Tin M'r:—;
ar  fiske, or Koee, B
Bt

15

Lowr) o1 wgefe \
reu) fuodkis puatinr, o4

Withy dea't you e him1™ wbed
il
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Tifetime, thougl, s the estales wero
entailed, they were g
bound Lo eane to
i fre unele

nadded
nznin, He wone
dered  what  this
canld have to do
with  him: and
perlaps  now
faint light twas
fpeaking  through

LUP EIA FATH.
Auburbia

the dariness thdt
had long lhlw1r)"}r§]
18

bk
ALY L
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perTet O wr Falng.

Lt
life.
“The

nej lirw

nezending |
unele®s wish—the
lady whom the

1. IMow wos it to bo done? 1le
fell into his last Dlness—a Intal one,
_hut lingering; e lay for two vears
in tha shadow of death, hrooding

over the thought that wlen ho wng
gone the estate wonll go te (he
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1 he starmd
sinnalets

—long

zuts

b '

It resiil i Ll LT wet

1ing o ond clfle witd BE full
\

wn otill o

aaTeo )
tho hea
n yell.
much

make,

it Epome

alweut |

T
was conscious of thi

but in

ctop 1 investigale.
must have heen =t
dived umler_the s

rometh
=ide.

W

deeper than any Loyal

e Lalf saw,
he leapod, tall shad

. was quite ready

who wes 1.\'“’1;
becans v

he tent e h

arow e

cutilil
weuffle.

Toyal.
outside 1
t, gave B ynll—not A
* Al there wern

soumnds of & [
\rguI:e.u tbe deor of Lid tent
b, aml, as he sprar "
to him as if the night a
W ot mwap. o
s at the mn:ncnlr.
. ach of & hurry 10
e ornt Spmethins that
wlirgr at his head
of the tent, an
t on the other
half puosced, ny
w3 TUNNING, |L._)

tim gotl up

ing olen won

the shadows of men.

Arriv the tent dosr, he peered
n|;t\,r:tlr‘|s‘lir:‘s(l.nﬂlly Toswrkwal m—a:;:!n inta
the glaring exes of o black leupard—
aml a m ¢ big one s

Herald ck ondd eat-
like in his mover s omd never
mece 50, possibly, | OV Lis

ifde was at his shen
firml in ma_more time than

as you_of the miniature ri
ko aimine.

he

=La

staring eyed, a3 the leapard crouch

for a

rifle, aml, W
removing his m

full

250 graina, crashed =t 3
between the eyes to the beain.

with t

h
lder und the shot

to snap onc's Gnger.  Hed

He rovely did.
revd hard betwaeen thase ;.:u-vil.
theawing up the
looking at it or
, Gred.  And the
aotal-patched bull b, seighing
ght through
wthe
spomil on emid, spun

spring, aml,
withont

he Jeepard

hall round, and fell backwards—ilead.

Tt was a beautilal
had na time to re
was at death grips
Teapard, and others

vers il over the

place.
Bang! went the anil  the
second leopard left T.osul and legan

running roumd in ¢ fro
IMarolkl had no iy

notice

s inlie furthes

1
of | ot of the tall of

hima, fuos

his exe he was wuare of somethine

hurtling at him thacuzh the air

ko

spun round like any top, and fired,
£,

spring

e

Trim.

bt

sult was to bring n g

Fallowed a won
Harald &

the

ing azide on the

T re-
aparil
But it was

ringing le
heavily at his lm-l.b 5

only wouttded in the fore paw; beforn
Harold could fre again it was upon

ul sight.
Pratg e2cin to one side,
beast crovkod out

P el
Ity
Mo

Talhat =tar
**You
arimly.

s un-
knveked anothier Alying who tried to | at M cident h a moon, 1o :'l‘:":'[‘l“l ym 'I'— rum'l_l a8 you will sen
gtop it.  Then it came by Ilarcld, to “do’ AMore in the | piy ‘I“]".‘" ! & mouse at home, and
gaing for all it was worth, dark, 1t was a bad enough place _ul!'[‘c‘ I“lllhs.u that ha (el l. 1

Tarell paised.  Harold leaped. | even in the light of open day. S ‘f-.‘l.k“ y howey Harold's ligle-
Marchl caught the beast's hiead-ropa Hareld lay widde awake, his breath :”"ﬁ'.‘ e brain v &t work, and,
in his_right hand,  Then Harold mminyf rather quickly, uncasy, alort t“_‘.*"“f in mid fl I weith an cel-liko
stopped, rlnigunr:_ his hieels into the | —yot he could not £l why. on 1.:“" f, he thirust the stock of his rifle
ground 0s he did sa.  Ba did the | he became oware of o chadow, black "‘“‘I the great, o r jaws of
liorso stop.  T1e stepped with a jerk | 28 the uight itsell, croeping Mal o | U7 Pewst.
that flung him sliding on his back, | carth serass the meonlight. A wery iat ;

Lieking, ond wondering what on The chadow passed on he cousht l‘meh'J }i:;;:x::‘&'mk‘;mmlmm( o
- .1] S DT o T—2pg o

Tulbot nodded; he could not trust 1old  gentleman had in tho  first | neplow SR
limeelf to speak. 2 plaee seleeted for the older,  He 1;‘1‘};_}\ r:n:‘: I“;t‘:‘:- Iur-ﬂern wentlid

“Yeara ago,” faid tho Bquire of | was a dutiful nephew, and he know | Arnall wha Il' 'i son |\' cre i died,
Lynwaod, " belore you were Lorn, | upon which sido lus | bread  was | and was mtnmm-—p o ‘-r-r his stete,
Taltot, thers wers two brothers ot [ buttarsd.  Tha old syuire couhl pot wrecked in tho S 0 Eon-::lnn-l_ way
Lynwoold—Amell the clder, ard | cut off the eatail, but hs was doter | tiavalling yponefor® |oo0 Lo was
Tlensy the younger, my futher. Thes | minad that the Lynwooe) ectates | awd “.n.]lm‘f“'fd or o was poor—
lived with their uncle, Uio then Squire | should eome to the nephew whom lie Il]lll—-n-;‘ Wi wnod at wea, with his
o{ Lynwoed. The elder—the heir— | loved, "

posed—his child,
gness now?™ said the “quire

I—think— Ty g0 on—zo

(To be concluded, ]
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i NEW STORY OF T,

CHAPTER L
Tadpole Makes 0 Resolution.
HAVE decided—"

" Tanst, please, Tadde!™
*1 have decided —"

1

T Alter  you i the
Lutter ™
| have deeid —"*
* Marmalade this way "™
Tadpol e genius, or, ns his
vhums had i1, the nuisance of (he

Farm st Wy leombe Grammnr
enilfed  indignantly ss he
passed the marmalade, e did not
relish having bis remarks interrupted
so carelessly by Gordon Gay, the
schoalboy acter.

Gorden Gay noticed his expresion
atl srinnel,

Tt was Christmax Bre, and the
whoollay actor and his friends of the

Formm—Jack and  Ilnarry

sl Horaee Tadpole—were
itz a hearty breakinst In the
< dutting-reom at the Grammar
Selioal

Lane and Carboy, of the TFourth

ri, were also of the party who
i UChristinas  as  the
Monk, the head-
. the  otherwize
| Grammar School,

tind,  Taddy: have
try,"  remarked  Frank
with a laugh *What have

ding
Frank

Ao,
vou decided 1™
“I have decided to make an im-

portant  resolution  for  thie New
Near," gaid Tadpale, with the air of
one making an announcement that
might change the Tate of nations,
There was o general grin round
the tuble.
*Good for you, Taddr! Ti's a bit
iots, hut let's hiear your provious
o

resi
Lk med Gordon Gay.

resolution

“1 have resolved that for overy
one of ney wonderful pictures (hat T
during the coming year T will
n duplicate, and ficesent it free
i3 to the sthuol'

CHAFTER 2.
Tadpale's Masterpicce.

OLLOWING Tadpole's startling
announcemnent, the juniors
stared  at  one wnother in
Lreathless silence.  The next
wement (here was an unrestrainable
ruar from six thropls simullaneously.

“Ha, ha, ha!"

S0 thie was Tadpole's wonderful
resolution !

Tadpale, in spite of his [riends'
effurts to undeceive lim, persisted in
regurding himsell as nno_ artist «of
supreme, if unappreciated, taleats,
and  the uniors of Ryleomba
Grammar School never knew 1o what
wild heights Lis faney would soar
next.

Dut this Jatest of his, as Iarry
Wootton  murmured  hysterically,
*Inirly touk the bun!'™

The Grammar School geniu drew

n i i fion al

himself up in imtenso

et ot

E SCHNOOLBOY ACTOH,

All

%t the

THE EMP]

HUStar" .Aul:\;r.l.u.rrll: 1] Empirc."

"My dear fellows—"" lie began
cold

1la, ha, ha!

"My ilear

e, ho, I

“L regnrd you as a rel of silly
dummies 1

And Toadpole elrode out of the
birenkfast-room.

For at loast five minutes alter (heir
indignant chum had Ieft thom the
Juniors  round the breakinst-tnble
shirieked helplessly,

* My—my hat!

Taddy really is

ton rich ! murmmred Franlk Monk
nt last, wiping his eyes wilh his
hnndkerchief, *Dul we don't w

t
to Lurt the silly duffer’s Teelings,

tight-hin !

And the juniors trooped of Lo Gnd
the offended genins,

They  discovered  Lim, as ey
guessed they would, up in his bes
roam, which he had rigged up as a
sort of temporary studio as well,

e was contemplating anenarmons
canves, roughly framed, which he
hind set up on two chairs The
canvas was caversd with large
amount of paint of all ealours, and
took up a great part of the little
rooin,

Tadpole drew himeeld up with an
offended nir as the juniors filed into
the study with grave faces:
was a good-nntured and for ng
Tellow for oll his eccentricities, and,

acerpting their apologies with a peod |

grace, he was soon beaming again,
“1 wae just looking over my pie-

tures when vou came in,”" he eaid, §

with n beaming smile. It is the
seasont for Cliristmas presonta just
now, of course, and T quite expect n
Lbuyer or two might drop in this
nlfernoon.”

“ Rats " murmured arry Woot-
tan roftly, but nol guite saftly
enough,

“ Did you speak, Woation ¥ asked ’

Tadpole, putting his hand to his ear,
while the vther juniors” frowned on
the luckless Harry.

HI1=1—1 was j-just eaving, af
course," stammered [larry, it
never know when a—a buyer might
come in, d-do you i

Tadpole nodded his head in agree.
ment.

“ Quite right, Woolton! T have n
[eeling that a genuine buyer will
drop 1n and buy one of my works
this llttrnwn—Ierhl 5 my latest,”
And Tadpole in Ecut:‘S the enormous
canvas with & wave of ns hand.
_Harry Wootton nedded his head
like o clockwork Chinaman. e felt
that ho might hove hysterics if this
lasted much longer,

At the same tima an observer
might hove noticed o gleam eparkle
in orden  Gay's eyes.  Frank
Wootton, in fact, did notics it, and
lie knew the schoolboy sctor well
enough to know that a " whoezo "
hind sudd come into his head,

the way the announcement of his
greol resolution had been received.

“What is it, Gay 1" he whispered
eagerly.

 go after him and smeoth lim pz

Gordon Guy grioned.
“Wait and see,”” he whispered.

While Tadpols was guzing  in
raplure ot lus canvas the Juniors
turned to the door.  They had madp

their peace with Tadpole, and they
wanted to go now.

Tadpole on the silject of art—
especially his own art—nlways Lored
them to distraction,

Gordon Uay, the twe Waoltens,
and Monle had passed out in lllfnli‘.
swhen Tadpole suddenly tuened. 1o
ran neross to Carboy nnd Lane, wlin
were just about to follow the others,
and grasped them'’by the shoulders.

Leipr allowed to
lnnv“—\'aun [nﬂhf
W. Ropuxsos.

The abovo lciter was delivered la
Horace Tadpols just after lunch,
which had followed a good lnurrml
tobogganing ; [or the snow Is
on Lthe countryeide, nnd gave
of u good old-fashivned Christmas-
tide. 7

Tudpole blinked at tho letier 0
high excitement, and read it aloud
to the juninrs, ¥

There was o general whistla af
astonishtent,

P hew 1T

oMy hat 1" ;

A }rl'nl buver at last, Taddy !

Tadpole folded the letter with =
smilo ol =atis{action. T

1 Ypa, vou follons, I huve no doubt
Mr. Wnbinson will prove to be an
extentive buyer of y works, 1 con-
fers [ am not surprised. My good-
ness | It's nearly hall-past  two
alred T must go to my room and
et picturea ready for Mr
Hobinson to see" 5

And Taodpole departed in great

in the hapo of
inspect oo o OF
fully,

aste.

In‘_ Well, my hat! T never thought
anyone would be ass enough to como
and  sen that young spoofer’s
pictures!” snid Frank Monk, with o
perplexed grin We must be there

to see the fun, anyway "

’ — e i a
= P 1

hie

Carboy and Lane looked ot Tad

** What do you think candidly of
my latest masterpiece ™' ceried the
amateur artist, with enthusiasm.

Curboy mnd Lane returned relue-
tantly, and took o long and carcful
lnak “at the fearful and wonderful
daub on the big canvas, - .

Then, without & word, they turned
on their heels and walled out of the
roam, their handkerchiofs to their
eyes, weeping bitterly, =

Their feelings werg too deep for
words.® R

CHAPTER 3,
% EAR SIR,—T lisve heard that

¥ou hoave rome picturea for
¥ neighbourhond I will eall
in abaut three o'clock this ailtcrn:m

and then turned away, weeping bitterly.

T 1
B, L

N Yo 7

& Toddy?

pole‘a "' masterplec In silence,

" Rather !" |
And a peneral morve ‘was made
after Tadpole, i
Qutside the dining-room door, how-
ever, Gordon Gay turned along the
passags in the direction of the schioal
studies. .
“Here! Where are I{W off to,
Gey """ called Frank Monk. " Aren’t
you coming slong to Taddy's room?"
CEIL join you in a few minutes!™
shouted Gordon Gay  ovér his
shoulder; and he ran on. :
Punctually -at three o'clock Mr.
Robinson was shown inte Tadpole’s
room. ~ Mr. Robinson was a stutely-
leoking old gentleman, rather short,
with a long grey beard, blue-tinted
spectacles, and wearing a long ulstor.
He shook hands gravely with the
juniors in turn, and then proceeded

RE Lisnany. "'”“"“;r-

Ew
One Hulipng

te inspect Lhe ** works of "
Tadpole had ransed rn...:!"uw
the rocm. dpole sw,
ious pride. sl '"?d
This s my latest
sir,"" he explained,
huge picture pro
chairs wilh a coraless Roestuy,
“Indesd I Mr, Rabinse, .
ut the eolove-plastered ¢
Very realistie!
seascapes [
Tadpole gave
“* Senscape
“Certainly!  Gh, [-g L
pardon, Mr. Tadpole, yy,
of me! [ took this—y,,
the backgraund for g i
Ol course, L see naw thay ;|
stack, A haystock on g, ¥
very lifelike haystack, togt *™ 4
The juniors slilled thioj, laugh,
while Tndpuig gave the 11-_-,"1"“ Loy,
Itobinsan an indignant loak, & Mr,
" Meally, sir," he said,
remonstrance, *1 nly
those two cows in the [ppp
be_particularly rmlurnl-I:w,:l.'z;:‘"“.'f.‘i ta
Mr. Robinson looked a\lguﬂﬁ-.
* The—the rows, Mr. Tadps !'J,'.‘
“Certaindy " Pole?
Just—just sa, My, Tedpols

*hiy,
walj,
With

L omadep
lndir;lrnrgm;:;

ned up o
LI

a jump,
e

"3 roup
" Mupig
e

uhjee

8t figgy,
"8 hay

- 10 2 fany
Axe COM il ppf

—you are quite right, Tt'sit L]
very good—er—cow. And hoy gl
do you want for l]n'n-n_mlu'l

pieca " B

Tudpole beamed again
ately. So he was not mistal,
Robinson wos a real burer,
sidered deeply for a mpmen,

' Well—er—slall we sny
pounds, sir?”" he remarko
with the assumption of gray
ness,

U d;
#0. My,
He ey

Iwenty
d at ||-I,

t careles;.

The juniors « gasped, T, "
11“ mLI]l}' 1|D\1m|;‘ for 'Ilndpnlc'l ?M rnr;..!;
daub struck them as quit i
it Chotlk. o quite the liny
«Me. Tobinsan nodded his |
thoughtfully, while the juniers l.a':]l::
their breath,

“I am ofraid that's rather moee
| than I want to give," said M
Robinson at last ealmly. "1 wanped
ane at about eighteenpence,”
_ The oniooking juniors could staml
it no longer. With sumirr Easps amil
choking noises they rushed from the
room, and a few minutes later M.
Robinson emerged, staggering under
the weight of Tadpole's ' master-
piece." :
The juniors watched him and his
burden down the drive in grinnng
amazement,

Sn ¥

came o terms alter sl

asked Frank Monk, trying

nol to roar.

Tadpole turned o vather red face
the captain ol the Grammae

juniors.

Yes; I let him have it guite
cheap,” said Tadpole, with dignity.
‘As he wos my firet costomer—"
" How much?" interrupted Harry
Wontton. i
* “Hall-n-erown,"  answered Tad
pole, with a lolty air, stralling care
lessly towards the door.

ta

F

In the midst of the terrific roar of
laughter that followed the genius of
the Grammear School's departure,
Gordon Gay steolled info the room.

He was grinning  broadly, and
marks s of gresse-point, such
ns nelors use for making-up pur
poses, thowed sbout his faco and
under his edrs.

" Oh dear, Gordon Gay, you ought
to have been in Taddy's room when
Mr, Itobinson came !" almost sobbed
Frank Monk, helpless with [nughter.
“It was just great! Why weren't
you there " p;

“1 was,” remarked Gordon Gay
calmlf. “and I spent hall-a-crowd
thera !

TNE EXD.

Advenﬁures

Gordon Gay as ** Mr. Robinses.”
sale, nnd as I am in the
of Wamn

' 1, Wandering Willle, the tramp
<at, sets out to find &8 home and
someone to love him,

2. Coming across a ho
one of Itz windows . ith

ope
pussy nipped inside, and d:él::d'
to his affe th.

3. Little thinkin ped
up & basinful wﬁ’-ﬁ: ::ul“::m-

not be

catsmeat, that possibly he
atall
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4, Buch, howavor, was the case,
(3 ther an-
" had

aw worde to say abaut |

E. And then left, feoling fatt®h
and with the thought i.halhﬂ::"
haps he had botter look ®
for something alsa.
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