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1.—TuE holidays are commencing, and people are flocking to
the seaside, Papa and Mamma Cheerychub among the rest, and
they took Tom Towline and the twins along with 'em. Now,
Tom said he'd teach the twins to swim, go they made tracks
for the bathing vans. “’Kre y-ar,gents!” criedl the proprietor,
““’ere’s the very machine as wos used by 'is rile 'ighness
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3 —¥or fear he might get washed out Lo ken. And while Bobbie was fixing that safety rope to Tom's pusher,

drawn up into shallow water, for fear Tom might get drowned. You see, thoy difiln'b want to lo
Le happened Lo plunge into the briny just as the horse started the bathing machine.

=

rred through the water al bwenty
ki Shhﬂ&ﬂ!” he gurgled, as ho
Davy Jonos's
d up the

4.—And when Tom felt the jork and found himsolf dr
knots an hour, a fearful thought came 1nto his napper.

swallowed part of the ocean. *‘ Sharks! as I'm a soa dog.” Well, iv's a cuse 0

locker this time, but when le was suddenly jerked out of the briney and dirngge
he gat reul spikey,

beach like a tin kettle tied to a dog's tail, wlh}’u
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it ¥ Deoar, dear! Did we hoar some

2,—** The Dook o’ Seven Dials.” *“ Nar, me lad,” says Tom,
‘““1'll show yer 'ow ter dive, so keep yer eyes on me.” Bub he
was & long time before he could make up his mind to take
that dip, eo Bobbie thought he’d better tie a piece of rope to
Tom’s wooden leg, and fasten him to the bathing machine—
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ments with the proprietor to have the van

Billy was making arran |
: awkward for Tom when

080 him, 'cos thoy are ofily fond of the old sea dog, but it was a bit

« ¢ but "it.'u landshanks.” Then Tom had an

: t to rather high words, as the above
\ ' ef’fnl scene on‘_'tho hegqh.
ins' fauls this time, was

B, —¢ 1t's al\arks, Buro enough,” he yelled

interview with tho bathing machine man, and they g
The evening
But, ol course,

body say perhaps

pers called it a disgrac
it wasn't our bLw |
? . Well, well, whai noxti

little sketeh will prove. _
and Ma said it was sonndalous,
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28 FUNNY CUTS.

‘“ It is a fatal possession, and he is resolved
| tha.‘b it shall never find its way back to the
temple of Sommath, to gratify the villains
who have taken away our uncle.”

“ You approve of his plan ?”
| * I must say I do.”’ :
[ The detective looked into his notebook again,

“Tell me if these particulars taken from
the papers, are correct. Sir Tracy Vane
stayed down alone on the night of the 12th
of May, in the.library. He usua.lly smoked
a cigar with Merton Vane before retiring,
but on this particular evening Merton was
gone to bed. The library has French window,
opening upon a lawn on the west side of the
house, bounded on the further side by a wall,
‘on the other side of which runs the high road
from Netley to Darwich. Tt was a warm
night. and those French windows were open
when Merton Vane bade good-night to his
‘uncle and went upstairs. They were still
open in the mormng, when 1t was djsooverod'
that the baronet’s bed had not been slept in b
Search was made for him, in the grounds, -
and his hat was found near the garden wall,
but no other trace of him. The ground was
trampled in places. That was all.- Of the
baronet, living or dead, nothing was seen, and
has not been seen for ten days.””
““That is correct.”
*“The only possible theory
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A Delechve Sfory.

The detective resumed his notebook.
“ Merton Vane, Sir Tracy’s nephew and
heir, has taken the head at tho Chase, but he
has not assumed the title, as he still clings
to the belief that his uncle is alive. In the
event of Sir Tracy’s death being definitely
proved, he will be Sir Merton Vane, with a
rent-roll of seven ‘thousand a-year:

‘ Another nephew of the missing man has a
theory that the disappearance of Sir Tra.oy
has some connection with the ‘Black Box,”
added the detective, reading aloud.

“That is myself 4 1ntorrupted George Sey-
mour. |

Harley Staines Wetted his pencil with his hps

2 Toll me your reason for supposing so.
The statement youmade to the pohco has been
Tvanously reported in the papers.’

"It is only a theory, and I must not be
~understood as -accusing anybody.”

“.Of course.” = ’ = |

“But T cannot help regardmg it a8 sus-
| picious’ that the man has not re- appearod

Tar winners of our famous Cricket Sets for
the week eénding June 24th; are as follows :—

(I) Maurice Kcane, 4, Skinner Street, Swan-
ea—30 coupons.
(2) Willilam \f[oCarty
Carlisle—60 coupons.
(3) Harry Fear, Bristol Houso, Milton Road,
Weston-super- -mare— 30 conupons.
(4) Jv=Spey, 17, Beaumont Streeb, Man-
hester—86 coupons.
(5) A competitor who sent in 02 coupons,
“without name being flled in, will he kindly
send name and address, deser 1h1nfr the manner
in which his coupons were sent in, 80 that we
know the seb falis into the right hands. |
«(6) H. White, 09, I'al: 11outh Road, Elephant
and Castle —23 coupons
“ * %

Any of you who have received your sets,
don’t forgou to show them to your iriends,
u S B . *

Those of“you who have not been lucky

33, Denton Street,

A BAFFLING MYSTERY.

Harley Staines, detective, looked at the card,
and an expression of satisfaction came over
his clear-cut face. |

““ Show him in, Tony A

““ George Seymour,” murmured the detective:
““The nephew of Sir Tracy Vane, the missing

baronet. I am glad he has come to me.
He rose as Tony showed the caller into the

little cosily-furnished = office.. A  tall, i.'ino--r
looking = young fellow was George Soymour,
with a hank manly face, though-now: elouded:
by an expression of care and annety which
he could not conceal.
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is that violence
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We are not ng“‘ you freehold ‘houses |{yhat you, as Sir Tracy’s nephew, can tell me-

‘some circumstances I am as yet unacquainted priests . of Som-

o . k b for bett ‘“ Harley Staines ?” ‘he said, inquiringly, | | was used to r.:a-rry' him oﬂ' from his home. Tt
T:gl? 1111131;1 “v.léotli.lu 1121? efmn:;ftmlgpgﬂ D]feeg 1_?11] looking ‘nlth interest at the f&moua private :}fui%z;nioﬁ:: T : oo (A | | |
your‘ I:ouker and have ancther try. = dc%i‘;ii:; i | | Et;ymﬂ. G the ﬂll W ﬂll F l:ﬁiﬂ';i’” fli i i | [
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| But while on the nuh]oct of this competition Yes. I am glad to see 5’0“ MI' Seymour.. mgf: E_Eé léﬂuglny i y NS - ' !, l{. ” 1
~ I'must draw competitors’ attention to the fact You have called to consult.me about the dis- | an'InaJan gentle- 3 \ Z GHE ﬁ" n .-]1‘%'.*
that many are sending in their coupons in upgo&ronotlo of Sir Tracy Vano |”“man * appeared ' % St P I
guch a manner that it w cill be small wonder if Exactly.” | 4 there.s fob ~the i 2 :
some get lost. THE COUPONS. MUST BE fastened George Seymour sunk- mto th"-" chair the: uroose of vur. NS WIS : NN
together in some way; either pin them' to- detective pushed towards him, md ‘Harley Eh ag 4o the B%Ja.ok 1’ % GRS 5 ige el 1%'
ether or: stick them on a sheet of paper. | Staines resumed his seat. | A TR Kiwedes Yol 7 I .
& | £ ~ . *“You have hoard all about i T ” the _young R HTEgAL _ : i 1
R * > - | man questioned. tc' hE 't,s oxt , A : il
' | ke { 1O-Nave- peen a : - | : il e =T
What's Your Fancy ? I have heard goo% deIa.l The Eh"éi* e o the L B S i m L i 7
country is talking of it. But I have no dou oty of  tho i A !\w =
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th, and to have A I -
we do give with. It is a most peculiar case, and has gn: -z
: taken from :
5 | excited my interest. I have made some notes| "o The two figures came on again, and in the dim night it could be seen tha# =
Give OIIBE Seubs%%tgﬁl Pl esent_ dof it.”>” '].?ho detective drew a little leather ]_ _il;;nb;?gmes_ ' thcy were owrrymgo Zong, coﬁin lool.mg ob;ect betw.gen them. B
B Sory S e e 230{7%1?‘#5}1&;? i ;’ mELS;D: a.j];ﬂ};io ifasﬂh?n desges | - Afghans. Fver ﬂm-"o that tlmo, the  lis impossible ‘to say whether he is alrvo or >
HOW“} }'0‘::' chance, ask f?fi Whﬁtﬁ’:“ &3'“"5' i who T s here it 7 prlostﬂ have been ondea.vourmg to reclaim it | dead. If alive, he is kept prisoner EDIﬂEW;PEl.'e 5
but - aleo slate why you think hould be i - Gaod: Thzn I will tell you exactly what |3 it is connected in some way with their | but where ? If dead, where i is the body ?
givent: you this teek. Thoteasonecan be either Ik 2 d:it you cakim roio =2 knoirled worship. The Indian gentleman, whose name | “It is a ternblo puzzle,” said tho young ;2
funny or 36110;-15: but a I'Eﬂ‘“ﬂnlmﬂtﬁh be given. yo:lm:vvfll&;o ;U M P! Y €es. was J an:i,sot]eo, used every endeavour to induce | man, sadly. ’
“You can make as many applications as you { my uncle to p&rt with it, offering him the | * Everythmg seems to point to the accura
please, bul each application must be accom- | f}léd tlﬁristec%z?:l; P?ﬁ:: hl:&;?itebtf Oﬂkn the | €duivalent of " a. thousand pounds. As Sir | of the Indian theory. For an ordmarynssass(g 5
panted by the coupon on page 3l. Y Pb P Tracy had already refused three thousand, | could have no conceivable motive for removing
12th of May. It is now the 22nd, and so he _.
= = . 1 d : he was not likely to accept that offer;-and the | the body. And the theory that: he has been |
B 1 . ha‘s‘ lé:eenTmlssmg for o:ai; y}::il:lo :g:r fhias tér Indian departed, denounomg the wrath of | carried off for the purpose of extorting black- i
The present-this week (on&mg June 30), has Ir. lracy “was a- Il ’ his: gods against the impious English sabib. | mail will not hold water, for dunng the tenm
bee rarded to :— of Vane Chase, and well- lmown in the art > el |
n-aw 1d. Noes d oasa He was known He declared, in so many words, that the men | days that have -elapsed, nothing has becn 5
E. Jones, 16, Conduit Street, GlouoBEter, world, as a collector d who Lopt the Black Box away from its original hoa.rd from the abductors. Yet, I understand, -
best as the owner of the Black Box, a mystenous _
Who asked for a nice pocket'knife, and gav Indian . casketof fabulous artiquity, of ~an owners nof:ld bi dostrﬁyedd that he aﬁouicil his re]z;ltllons ha.vo not yet given up hope of ~
B Ve odd reason Why he =hould havo 1b. 2 dlsappoor ocm the earth and no man shou sceing him again.”
A g ~ n * _ gﬁkn;:vk?m:]g.ﬂdpmct?;?ﬂdwr::ﬁ}; m;i’;l(ﬂwﬁ:ail know his‘fates We all laughed at these threats | I am afraid that T h,n‘mo little hope Teft btﬂ
The Wn_mor in the Luoerlck Competltlon for'lacine affinity to the ancient Egyptian, butl g?r %facmlliﬁrefaﬁogfgﬁznihe d_lsa,ppea.ranoo of M*E'}_‘tglﬁ 'Btﬂ]&:h:;i ?e:‘t' muoh b hed to hﬁ
week ending June 30th is: is not similar enough to it to allow o£ its hom‘g z ¥ ,, “Sita y -
Mr. W. Birkets, 29, Gre onhow Téorrave Vaciiarawad? Howdid the police receive your theory ? uncle ?
Ne P 1 1.11: e ’ ef:‘lf 25 I th.e kot T s They. attached importance to it, and they [ “Well, I don’t know about that. He used =
oS ;—on X208 « I ‘f;vzoﬁav;m:ﬁ G 1: H’i:t 1 romombor thﬁ [ have ever since been seeking for Jamqet]ea tohave w ords with him sométimes on the aoh]eti |
- Who sends :—.. But- ‘he has‘; completely disepppeomi. Now, [of debts,” said Seymour. “T think he is &
Th n old lad of Clewer, N5 InSAeeRY i¥; extited ‘whén Sig Tragy Brought-it’ ﬂio vanishing of the owner of the Black Box | goed deal cut up now because he feels that he
There was a y 3 : to England from India. The circumstance |
Who rode & new bike, and it i:hrow her. tha.t althouﬂh it eXi dently hollow, thete m 80 - ?xtzﬂsw]fly I]m(-ri}wn, fcould soa(lioolxi imlte;ol d dlll'b- dlﬂf illl tho.t was expeeted of him dIIrmt
! ‘d id *“Mis dont ' 7 reach the knowledge of one so deeply inter- | uncle's lifetime.’
A;:;to PG byar' s &, W | ' | ested in the casket. He must l'::nr:n;;'f sﬁnout l‘&-{“Ah Ea, t]:lxmgf is. a very common l
‘ot ] ith gkawer, it and know that ho is suspected o- is | -after the  deat a relation,” the detecti
AR s I _WI 5t innocent, why does he not come forward.” iaasanted “1 ith a ncEl :‘[‘ Mind, I don’t say ti -
Hurloy Staines nodded. . give up 1opeﬁ. ut should not advise too
Write: your, limerick on a half sheeh of W7 “ You are inclined to think, then;” eaid |'great an expectation of seeing Sir Tracy “alive
paper, cut oub dthﬂlgc’sf:’so”ﬂ “(’; E‘;%ﬁ 311] tgl%i’ll;] Soymonr, eagerly, * that this Indian may have | again. There are, I believe, a num of
FONE" BATN0. 8O0 MOLE DM 3 had a hand in tho dmappeara.nco of my poor | disused pits on the moor mthilrashort d:smm}o
G. IID’)d FoNNY (JUTH Ofﬁr*o, Lorn dOH, and 1 uncle-2.* of the Chase.”
will give a prize of | | © “T think it is very probable.” said Harley “The police are sem-chm there, but so far
IVE SHILLINGS Va7 | Staines, ‘““What does your cousin, Merton | they have found no trace. El‘ho task is almost
¥ W/ | Vane, think of this theory of the Indian ? " hopeless, for there are a great number of the
every wook to thé reader who, in my opmion { | ‘““He thinks as I do.” pits, somo E\tendln& to unknown depths.”
gends in the best one. . " That Sir Tracy has been made awnf with “I suppose Mr. Vane is in accord with y
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this terrible huppening we Liave pulled together | object for the Indiarn gentleman to steal, if he

in the most cordial way.”

The detective rose. . _

~ We'll have a further chat as we go down,”
he said: “T'll be ready in a few minutes if
you'll excuse me.” , -

And a quarter.of an hour later they were

Reated in the train, speeding westward from the |

8moky city to the green fields of Borkshire.

| HARLEY STAINES INVESTIGATES.
~Merton Vane welcomed the detective very
eivilly to the Chase. 2= |

He was a tall, thin, rather languid young
man, a good deal like his cousin George in
leatures, but evidently of a weaker character.
His chin was not firm, and his pale blue eyes
*ha:d a look in them that was not quite steady.
His expression showed how the anxiety of the
‘last few days had told upon him.

“ It is very good of you to take up the case,
Mr. Staines,” he said. “I really think that
the police will do everything that can be dona,
but if your investigations throw any light upon
the fabe of my poor uncle, then we shail all
be greatly obliged.”

1 shall do my best,” said Staines, modestly.

I

“ For my part, T think that Seymour has

taken a very wise step!” exclaimed a gentle-
man %0 whom the detective had been intro-
duced, a Colonel Luscombe, who was staying at
the Chase. “ We have heard of your reputa-
tion, Mr. Staines, and I ceftainly shall be
much surprised if you do not throw some light
upon this most mysterious matter.”
- The detective looked pleased and flattered.
1 shall do my best to deserve your good
opinion,’”” he said, with a bow. * At all events,
there can be no ‘harm in making an investi-
1011. / PR -
“ That's certainly wvery true;” the colonel
agreed. * After lunch we’ll make a tour of

the place, and point out everything to-you, and | upon‘the colonel’s face.

you can. form your own opinion as to -what
happened on-the night of the I2ih of May.”

Durine lunch the cousins were mostiy Silé‘-ﬂt}

but the colonel talked a goed deal. =, -
Harley Staines listened to him, and it was

evident from his manner that he was a good:

deal impressed by the colonel. So evident was
it that once or twice George Seymour cast
towards him a look almost of contempt.
George was keen enough-to rate the colonel at
his true worth. : | = =

Luscombe was a tall, broad-shouldered man
of thirty-five, and had evidently scen service
in a fropical clime, his complexion telling &s
much. And, indeed, his conversation ran
mostly on India and military life there. -

He had left the army a few years ago, but he

For |

gave no hint as to what his presexit occupation-

might be. George knew it well enough—turf
touting
clubs which still suffered ‘his presence, and
card-sharping with such simpletons as Merton
Vane. George wondered that the dstective
did not ses through and through the colonel.

_But he did not appear to do so.

- Afier Junch they adjﬂﬂn_lf:d to thﬁ liBrﬂ-r}': .
had . go .

the room from wilich the baronet
mysteriously disappeared.
It was 2 longz apartment,
shelves, and the French windows-at
opened upen a'sunny bit of lawn. & i
ILeaving the three men in the library, the
deteetiye crosscd ths lawn to the garden wall,
arnd ¥ocked about him there cdarefully. |
He ceme in again, givi

litied with- book-
the end

and ‘betting, ecarte and bridge at the-

a nod of th; head:

" gs if ho were very well satisfied about something

or other. |
“ 1 ghould like to see the Dlack Box,” Le
remarked. ““1It is not kept in this room, I

perceive 17
“ No
:?f .d

joins,” said George. “ This is the room.”
"¢ He pushed open a little door, which led into
« ‘@ oosilydurnished study. The Black Box was
‘the first object which caught the detective’s eye.

He knew it by description, and he locked at
it now with decp interest. |
1t was- a strange-looking casket. It was

more than six feet long, about two and a-half
feet wide, and & foot deep. |

The exterior was covered with urious designs
done in relief. There were mis-shapen dragons
and crocodiles, flying reptiles, and men with
the heeds of dogs and horses, With these,
interspersed, were inscriptions in what was
evidently & picture writing ekin to the system
of the ancient Egyptians—akin and yet dif-
ferent. What wood the box was made of it
was impossible to tell ; it was of no known
kind. It wes almost jetty black, with here and
there a glimmer on its shiny surface of brown
or red. A strange, clinging scent came from it.

‘A scent that lingered, and yet that could not
be exactly defined. wrt,

The box lay upon a low table, to which it was
goacured with a strongz padlock and chain, so
that it could not possibly be lifted.

Harley Staines looked at it with a ourious |

gaze.

to tackle,” he said. ‘It would not be an easy
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“That would be & difficult handful for & man-

. it is kept in Sir Tracy’s study, whick

#
£ s
¥ - :
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‘before it was I

had come with that purpose.”

“My poor uncle had it padlocked, as you
see, In case of some such attempt,” Seymour
remarked. :

“It is hollow, of course?’” the dotective
remarked.

" Oh ! yes,” said Colonel Luscombe, promptly.

“It may not, then, be so heavy as it looks.
Hava you the key of the padlock, Mr. Vane ?

Merton Vane shook his head. |

“ My uncle always carried it, and it has no
duplicate.” "

" Then when you went to remiove the box-

you will have to force the lock ?”

** 1 suppose so.” |

* A'strange-looking box. " It puts one in mind
of a coffin, does it not ? "’

Merton Vane turned pale.

" Well, no; I shouldn’t say so myself,”
Colonel Luscombe exclaimed. ‘“If certainly
never struck mo. in that light.” Sl

“Nor me,”’ said Merton Vane.

“Yet,” said the detective, * I feel pretty
certain that it has been used for that purpose.”

The colonel stared at him hard. Merton Vane

walked. to the-window, and stoed looking out of |.

it upon the sunny lawn.

“ What do you mean, M.
Colonel Luscombe at last.

" Why, that the ancient priests to whom the
box belonged certainly used it as a coffin, for
the preservation of some sacred person in an
embalmed state,’” said Harley Staines. ‘‘That
18, t0 my mind, the only purpose it could possibly
ha.wArilurv S o

.~ Ah!! perhaps,’
breath. ; £ : -
~I'think it very likely,” Seymour remarked.

‘Staines 1 said

- “¥Yes, and if the opening could be found, T | z
should not be surprised at finding a body in it,"”
ly, with his eyes fixed

the detective said, casual

Colcnel Luscombe started.
“ Are youserious; Mr. Staines ?

A steely look had come into his hard oym

* Quite serious.”
*““The body of some old priest ?”

““Of course. I don’t .suppose’ a body has

been put into it since it cametoEngland,” the
detective - said; langhing: - -*‘ I -should not-be at
all ‘surprised to see some withered. old Hindoo
in there if the box could be opened.”

“ But''surely the weight svould have been
much  greater, O
objected . Sey- #r=
mowy = When ///7

came here, - JiS&W 27/ £

// 7 7%
i I 2

4

fastened down, {lIE
1 was able to |

1ift it unaided.”’ |55

“QOh! the-
weight of a
withered old i
mummy would %
not be great,” (¥
the detcctive /%
said, carclessly. piEs
“T understand EiWA
that the open- =
ing has never DA/ b8
been discover- 7
ed 1 Bk
.uiNever’H md oy ey |
tho colonel. The po
The deteclive - sy rious caskit. . There lay
was looking ‘at
the Black Box
with a keen, critical eye.

“ Do you think you could find it ? ” said the

colonel, with a slight tone of mockery im his |

voice. 0

“Yes. ¥z i

The detective spolke cﬂtita calmly. %

Merton Vane turned back from the windo w
Harley Staines glanced towards him. Aipe

“T think I could. Mr, Vane, have I your
permigsion to open the Black Box 1’

He made o step townrde it as ho ppoke.

““ No,” cried Merton Vane,

His face was white as a shoot,

“ Thisg is mere nonsconse, Mr. Staines,” said
the Oolcnel, interposing, as by ncoident, be-
twoen Hurley Staines and the Blaok {50::'.
“ You enmo here, I beliove, to do dotective
work, not to waste time over curios,”

“ Reslly, #aid the dotective, mildly, *'I
had no resson to suppose that Mr, Vane would
ob)'oeb'to the box boing opened.”

‘T have no objection,” said
hastily.

it, .
here,” ,
/s Wﬂll, that is true, but after ten duy‘ the

logs of o fow minutes will not be very sorions,”
anid the detective, with dignity, * Iowever,
lot us roturn to businoss,”

They went back into the librory.

““ You have formed a thdory, :
the Oolonel said, ell his elaborate politenees

returning a8 soon s they wore away from the
mysterious Indlon cagket,

Morton Vane,

Steines, But wo are wakling timo
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flashed into the inlerdor

“ Nor do I believe that you could do |
| taken place that

| open.

I| _
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Well, I don’t know exactly about a theory,”
1l ’ said- Staines.

i e T A BT 1
o Ay, __..._:'r = - L !
-y
)
F o LF
g g g i

6c

have - an

e = 1

i 2% that night.”

& '5?'2_;"H The Colonel -
w5 looked deeply
<S8 interested.

an Indiscreet
Wleaea ([l inquiry, I
e eriad® should like to
oo\ know your
2T opinion,. M.
Sagiw| WY Staines.”
SR ‘““We are
—entitled to
'know iti.H I :

. _‘:1;?,.‘. f.\‘“ ¥

‘* Of course,

asl of the
| a man of middle age, kis facs .
while, and his eyecd closed as tf sn death. | | |

. care thatit goes
no further than

ourselves.’’

“I must pledge you to that,
said the detective, seriously.
nothing must be suid to the police.”

‘““ Why s0,” the Colonel askod.

‘“ Bocauss they would be glad enough to adept
my ideas, follow \
the credit of the investigations I make,” said
Harley Staines. *“‘I have been treated like
that before. If I begin on a oase I prefer not
to call in the police until the time comes to make
an arrost.  You gentlemen may not be aware
of the fact, but there doos not exist the best of

gﬁntll);[ﬂﬂﬂ r“
‘“ Above all,

feoling betwoon the private datno_ﬁvu and tlm.! over ‘that “wall:

regular police.” * ol
oq'“l'vepohunrd something of that Defore,”
smiled the OColencl. *1 think I may say

that you oan depend upon us to sce that you
have fair play.” |

“ Without doubt,”” said Merton Vano.

4 Certainly," said George Soymour.

The detective bowad, ‘

“1 am groatly obliged to you,” heo said.
“This, thon, is opinion of what may have

l:f ht. Mind, I say what ma

have taken place, for I do not commit myself
to this as n theory, Sir 'I'raoy Vane was left
alone in the library with the
We know that an Indian, Jamsetjee,

had expressod detorminotion to

Jamsotjoo—Ii

9474 idea in my mind
§//4 of what" pro-

&

/ "' % bably happened

o
-

ﬁ'a shall take

]
1

L]
]
L]

idoas,my clues, andreap all |

X

|

[ the Qolonel's build.”

onoch windows

gsos8 the

. Staines 1" | Black Box, and had threatoned that the baronet
Would disappear. Now, let us suppose that

, [ that was his name, which 1 very |
‘ much doubt,” the dotective added, with a wise

¢“If it is not-| hischair.”

shake of the head. *‘ Let us however, for the
sake of convenience, give him the mame hs
adopted. Now, as I was saying, let us suppose
that Jamsetjee came with & friend or two to
try and seize the Black Eox.
library windows open, and the baronet, perhare
asleep in his chair. Of course, thatis a suppo

fact that ‘thére was no alarm when he was
attacked shows that he had dropped asleepan

The Calonel gave a nod. :

‘““It'is very probable.” « '. S
#*Now, the Hindoos had come for the Black
Box. . They have a free enirance, they might
stun the baronet if he showed signs of waking.
But they met with "an unexpected obstzacle.
The obsket, instead of standing loose as they
might very naturally expact to find i, is.chained
down with a chain they have no means of
breaking. They cannot hope to removae. it.
But the owner of itis in their power.,. What
more natural than that they shounld say to them-
selves, _t-fxgst if they could not have the Black
Box, they-would not go empiy-handed, that
they would carry off Sir Traty Vane instead,and

at some futures time axchangg him for the prize

| they coveted."

==

1

!

!

i

| to look certain” -~ =

 YOU ARE IN LUCK, GEQRGIE | " WORLD'S '6omo » CAN STILL BH 3Ab FOR ONE HALFPENN

\

(eorge Seymour gave.a ory. - - - e
““ Thon you think he is still alive ? .. =
Harloy Staines made a gesture. .
“I think nothing at present. I have not
enough data to go upon. & am only saying
what may have happened.” |
‘“* Pxaotly,” said the Colonel, with an air of
deep interest. ** Ploase go on, Mr. Staines.”
The dotective continued. X s
“ It would bo easy for them to seize, to bind,
to' gag the baronet, without giving the alarm,
in my opinion, They could easily convey him
1 have examined it, and
pronounce it casy, if there wore two of them.

— g

Or even one, if he were a Eowerful man. Ab@;t‘_
what size was this Jamsetjee ? " asked Sta ines,

looking at George Seymour.
“ A big strong fellow,"” said George, *‘ about

“Thon ho might have done it itself,” said
Harley Staines, whose eyos had glittered for a
moment. ‘‘ If this sketoh of possibilities proves

to be correct, he, or they, still hold Sir Tracy j'-':

Vano a prisonor, perhaps at a considerable
distance from here. For :

could ascasily have conveyed away Sir !
‘““*Jove!" exclaimed the Colonol, it bo

“If 80, they are holding him, either in the

(Continued on_page S).
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They find the -~
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| tion which may be incorrect, but I think the

you. will “obselve
that they must have brought a vehicle of some

kind to convey away the Black Box, det ¥ s
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oQ FUNNY CUTS, | Read ‘“TO OUR WORLD"” on Page 26, um‘
THE SWEET LITTLE BLUE-EYED DARLINGS. W

I |5 wHAT HOo' NIAGARE,
£

I l AM' NAUGHTY
FLUFF

mu}:.—q

: 2.—*'* What shall do7” 1t ) : . >
1.—They were sweet little blue.syed dar- ing in aunl’:ie; gﬂl:?‘ml? E:;owl. L?[t’: ?zi?g 4.—Next they turned their adtention to the

. . g . ; : - —*"0Oh, h ickie h | - - ' ; —
s, i woren i o i emile | g0 T O therocka s Y Teb b0 | e et b e gsbel | Itk room, They e o thetepe and | et s hving i
auntie, dear, we’ll be sucn good children,” | catched.” t g e 909 -we ' when auntie returnec

G.—And-Nemcuig-oig
THE BOLD BOBSTAY BOSS MAKE A HAUL.

A
5
A
" L
[

into the hall, and ity

1.—Mi1s7ER MARMADURE MoNTAGU MOGGS, the Mugtown

muffin merchant, is in a deep brown study looking after the 2,—“ Well, you’re quite right! Those bold, bad Bobstays
pretty slavey over the common, and thinking what an ikey little  were after the old mug’s muffins, and serve him right, for stand-
fourth wife she’d make him, if he could only get rid of the pre- ing looking after other fellers’ tarts, too !

sent Mrs, Moggs. Twig what the boys are thinking of, dear -

reader ?

# R

o
o

1.—THR boys wur takin’ a prowl round rooral England a-sn
buttercups, et cettery, when they comed acrossalfunny figger. =8
bar!” chuckled Mike, ‘* this is a big chank o’ orl right ; p rsp'fdr
see any yewse for that femail costoom? Just you wait a bit, an

~

- - T

'} -

_...,’.r‘* st

=

P Wy e =
-

“tonish ye!”
e S

St‘!.‘l—'-MrE' Eiggs : ‘It must be them dratted birds, Mr. Moggs:
: 7 T arlings and sparrers and poultry of thém kinds being werr
3. —-—Whﬂa at the n_thar end hq stopped ter l}ght his pipe, the plentiful hereabouts.”> = But that evening the Bobstay %oyﬂ diﬁ
other nigger has a l:ut..nf a Eook in, and very nigh clears out the  not want anything to eat at teatime. Can you guess why, dear =
whole sbo_ck. ‘“ Hif there’s one thing more’n another I likes, reader? Just look at the anatomy of the young gentlemen be-
Andrew, it’s muffins, with good air sauce, fresh from the cow.” low their chests, and guess again. . .
MOST LIKELY, - THE MODERN MAID. |[NOT ASTANDING ORDER. e =

(! ; : ‘s :: *" .'-.*.'-f _-‘ ‘:

——— : \ AT Setihe g \\\‘ . f!ﬁ

e ’ o - r
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E I“;d-f; let’s on it quick, an’ under way afore the lovin! couple
ack.’ | D e

pl;I
=
7174

' 9.—*There y'are—wot did I tell yer, a*?spiﬂin tandem cicyel'o;il_f{/fi
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FLoss1E ;: ‘“ The scales are fagtened on fish Hr galesman): ''Dear little ].m“d." . - -

just like slates on a house, aren’t they (absent mindedly), “ T wonder if it will Groran: '* How do I stand w;th your _ T S

auntie 7’ wosh'”? TR father 1 - . 1.—MRs. JoneEs (to Charlie) : *‘ Now, then, el
Auntic:  Yes, dear.” She: ‘“No, it won’t—nor will it serub, Mabel : ** I don’t think, George, you |- Charlie, yon must aitﬁt.iﬂ in tl’intt ‘qhmr, and not | 2.:-+A ;
Flossie : ' I suppose tliey are put on that either, but if yon want it to play the piano had botter ataut;l ab .'E!ull"*'nli'ln:arl;lII you are |- lat_h bl}."" visitors see the hole that is in the bottom 011&;1'-_;_“1“ -:__gf A

way to keep the wet out of the fish,auntie.”” ' and ride a bike, it’s yours, George.” ~with father ; you'd better run,” of it.” | e =
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Dédtpr‘s Best Prescription for the Blues : Chemists and Ofﬁefﬂ' ’- pléaéé Note.--On*e-third FUNNY OU‘I'S. -_'-Qﬂe}.thir&;



@t a Present, or 5g. for a Limerick. FUNNY CUTS.
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FLATTERY, INDEED ! SMILE, PLEASE.
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fushed all downstairs

ras lovely. And they Tuess: "I flabter myself that honesty ie printed Bouxper: '“I give my horscs a lob ol l
and game of shrimping | on my face.” ay.” |
| Grabs: ‘' Well—er—yes, perhaps—with some Pounder : ' You ought to give them :
Ssrtook them. allowance for typographical errors.” 8OO qitchﬂu an well.” 1.—'""TAKR a seat, sir,” 2.—'* Certainly.”
RED BILL AND MOOCHING MIKE COLLAR A TANDEM. i ' ~ -~ PATRIOTISM |
. '
L ‘; - g _ . - . ' — ‘l -J /

-~
: 5

s " T | .ﬂ l“ll_‘l

y ﬁ III .. » - '
) ! 3.—*"*Strike me ink 1 ain’ . : ™ s _ 5=
: . pirk ! ain’t this scr-rumptious!” gurgled Mike. ZE IR
-don’t | « Dig yer notice that fat-beaded bobby—ha ! Ea '] ’ee dgt:m:%o were ‘ee 5.—*“ Elp! elp!1? yelped Bill, his mouf full o’ canal mud. Mean- AMERICAN PARENT: '* Ye traitorcus y
I"_ll a5- | R.” But they didn’t notice that bobby spun a Jasso after ’em for all ‘while the copper lugged Mike ashore by his gownd. ‘' The fabt willin, ecoundrel, I'll lick the Iife out of ye ! Chewing
| ghat. , an’ 'ee’s got ’isself up like a ole woman an’ all.” a stick of Spanish liguorice, indeed ! ”

NO BUNKUM ABOUT THAT.

tal }‘ I ' . :

' FA
‘%‘5‘ Fm

BAILEY-BARNUM : “ Hi ! hah are you rum-
_ ning for?”
4 —C-crr-ash! wollop ! womp ! the noose had settled down over 6.—Then the percesshun atarted for the lock-up. U I carn’'t walk Indiarubber Man : ‘‘ Fer a doctor, bosa 1™
Mike's head, just as they wur ecorchin’ like billyo ’longside a dee in these wet fings,”" growled Mike. ** Gr-r-r | ” shivered Bill, ** this is Failey-barnum : * “’hg, what'sup?!”®™
eanal. Oh. Lor 1” groaned Bill, * I’'m a dead "un this journey ; I can’t | anuvver o’ your blessod nice tips—an’ dhe larst—things is goitin’ wuss Indiarnbber Man: * Sword swallower has
pwim im anythin’ weaker'n 4-"arf |7 and wuss |’ - just swallowed a pin ! - .
HARD HIT, ALL MOUTH, FINE COMBUSTION.
Sne: :‘ How do I look im black,
Gussio 7’ S T )

5 , , Aun?: ' Bo you've been to London, Charlie? How Mias GAapsny : *“ They tell mo, Mr. Sinkor, that your Heo: o % orh. When
... /barlie sat still till the bottom of the did the city strike you?” G wile sings with great expression,” 1 mfv MSI;E:: ﬂoi“:ri:humb‘ﬂw' S
- #ed, and gave the show away. Charlie (ruefully): ** Struck me for every cent, 1 Binker :  Greatest oxpression I've ever reen. Can’t bags, 1 coneidered ib a splendid eom-
£ | had, Auntie,™ | even recognise her when she's singing.” bination in black and gold¥ hf;-:
ot : ' T b e e L
- sRLD’'S COMIC, and Onethird COLOURED COMIO, with a Tincture of “"LARKS!" GET THEM ALL TO-DAY, S S



SKIPPER THE SECOND.

CHAPTER XVIIL

TER LUCK OF RUKXUS.

That bell again-! -
Loud, harsh, discordant, it  was clanging »
funeral knell-——and the sound seemed to come

from the midst of the thicket hard by, towards

which all eyes were turned. An impulsive
movement on the part of soma of the mourners
to rush off for the wood was sternly checked
by Captain ‘Hardie, who insisted on finishing
the brief ceremony of interment before a man
was zallowed to stir from the spot. |

As he uttered the last words:

L 8 Clang ! 23

Faintly and more faintly, as though dying
away in the distance or muiiled close at hand:

“Clang!: Clang! Clang!”

Ordering twe men to remeain to fill up ¢
grave, and the carpenter to continue his work,:
Hardie turned to all the rest of the party with
a sharp: | e T e

““ Now, then!"” 1

And headed a general scramble: for the
thicket, entering which the scramblers separated,
gso that the copse might be beaten from end
to end in as short a time as possible. 3

The beaters emerged from it presently
“ anvhow "—in ones and twos and other
numbers. | x

Nobody had anything to report—nobody
_had  come across aaything to account for
what everybody had heard!: T

- “Then the whole of this tantalising island,
if necessary, shall be searched, if it takes the
- whole: day and all to-morrow.  Split ‘your-
~ ‘selves umn, men, into three puartics. One wiil
come with me—I shall march straight across
to the coast on the other side, unless the distance

oves to be greater than I think it is. Mr.

aters, you will lead a second party—take
the right of the island. Dalewood, you will

—

be in charge of the third party, please—search |

to the lc#t.”” With a glance from the sun to
his watch, he continued: * These are your
_genersl instructions, Waters—and yours, too,
Dennie, of course. If special circumstances
arize, sct to the best of your judgment. In
case of any discovery of importance, return
at once, and wait. We'd better make this
the meeting place—mo, let it be at the spot
where poor Mr. Hilton’s grave is being filled
Look at your watches, please. Whatever

_walls are almost concealed by fungus and long

| PR organise a search on a bigger scale.. ~Every

O

RPPERS
STRANGE- SToR)v"

* exoept that there’s no-ship in sight on the
oth. de We didn't

i

get right across, but
from a

glass covered the whole offing

Il T mounted. Any luck, Waters1” :
“No, mr. I've come back with nothing to

roport.”’
“1 have something to report, captain,” said
Dennie, ‘““though T'm sorry to say I'mafraid
it doesn’t amount te much. Coming back, I
gtumbled on something that we missed in
going—the unmistakable ruins of a large hut. |
The roof has fallen in, and the remains of the

’

grasses.” | :
“ But at least your discovery is ‘a proof |

that castaways have been here at some time—
unless the hut was a native one, which isn't’
likely. You found nothing whatever . that
could possibly account for the bell-ringing?™

‘“ Absolutely nothing.” | b vl
‘““ Then as soon a8 our repairs are. finished,

‘man bus the watch shall take part in it. = As
it is, we must give the -thing up for to-day,
and get on board again. ~Bo'-sun, pipe -up-
the three absentees—I1 don’t ‘suppose they’ ve.
wandered far afield.”” - S
- Peter piped shrilly
the sound of his whis

o

? 'en'éu'g_];;;‘_:ﬁg but What :' was
tle compared” with- the

out from the bell that all efforts had failed.
» find I—the bell that was somewhere close at
hand bLecause it must be, for it” was sounding
almost in their ears—again from the thicket—
for which Hardie made no_attempt to stop.
the rusk a second time. = /= >

But as the whole party rusl
a smaller party rushed from-ab. = oo~ -~ =

‘A big man in 1ts midst earried, shﬂqld_er;-mgh,
a small boy with remarkably red” hair—no
other than * Rufus” of the cabin, of whom:
we caught a glance aboard the Scud in the
Albert Docks, but of whom--we ‘have rather

p——

hed for the copse,’

-

UNNY CUTS,

1 answer

‘the standard of the : Old = Bailey.
“put it’'s swole,

noise of the this time positively furious banging |
and clanging that once more suddenly burst |

-

““8o did we."” e

“No wonder, ca'pen, when you hear the
fac’s—not any of us being monkeys barring
this here Rufus.

“Not coming on nothing to make a note of
in the wood, we come out o’ the wood; and
some of us was bearing a hand to fill up the
grave when all of us hears a awful ’oller from
the boy as he comes for us full-sail from the
trées. 1t was a ’oller of joy, sir.”

“ Get on with your yarn faster, man,’
Hardie sharply.

“ Well, gir, he'd come to tell us as he'd

s;u'd

found the bell, all along of his monkey tricks.

And found it he cart’'n’ly had—which is why
I was sort of chairing’ him just now—for he
took us to it, and I've just been a-ringing of it
myself. We've chipped every free with a
axe on the way to it, so we can convoy you
to the place without no tacking or beating ab §.t.

" But first, sir—a-begging your pardon—
maybe you’ll listen to the whole yarn at first

ha_»nd from him what's had the luck wo all
missed.”

Jhrusting the cabin-boy forward :
“*Now then, Rufus, speak up
ca’pen all about it,” |

— — i —— -

CHAPTER XVIIL.

and tell the | ¢that T made up my mind fo be a fearless

" Heard what ?

*“ The ghost’s bell—not ringing
that it could be heard outside th
a-humming low—sort of trembli

" What do you mean by ¢
bell ?°

“That's what the men were callin

A

=

loud, sir, so
e wood, but
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~ ‘ghost’s
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night after the gentleman died what wags strl@:kt 1%
by lightning.” | Vi
“ Go on ahead with your yarn, but leave the
ghost out of it. Iet's have no more nonsense
of that sort.” 5 37
“ Well, sir, I found myself on top of a coker- -
nut tree that rung a bell, anyhow, and I was so0
frightened at’first—after what I'd heard such
a talk about—that I nearly fell down. But I =
| thought of all the 'eroes I'd ever read of, par-
ticularly of the cabin-boy who rose up to bean
admiral in ¢ Dare-Devil Dick, or The Human
Cat with Nine Lives.” I shall be 'appy to lend" .~

-
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it to you, capting, if you don’t happen to have
read it——"’ ¥ R A *%
“ Now, then, you young warmint,” interjected-

| & gruff veice warningly.- Y. R
*“ All right, Jack. I only meant to say, sir,

‘oro, G
too, thinking you might make a speech about T
me before--all the crew, and give me some. %

money if I found out what I knew you wanted %

THE YARN OF RUFUS. -

“ It 'was like ‘this, yer honour,” began Rufus,
respectfully pulling 2 scarlet forelock. ‘' I'd
set ‘me ’eart on coker-nuts. My wery /soul
haked for ’em, sir. 1 felt a empty woid what
nothink - but cokernuts could “fill. Cokernuts
seemed ‘like my only joy, sir. Life all seemed
a 'owling wilderness without cokernuts!” -

- ““Is this boy mad ?!” asked Hardie despair-
ingly of anybody who might feel disposed to
him. * . -

““ Well, sir,” hesitated Peter Morrison, =" it’s
the general belief that he were not born insane—
in fact, in some things he’s ’cuter than he's
got any right to be at his age. ' He says he's
fourteen and past the fifth standard, but for

=

‘artfulness and cussedness he’s considered to

be about four hundred :years old and beyond
_ What's
wrong with his head ain’t exactly madness; sir,
That’s what it is—swoele.”-

‘““ Swole'? What on earth do you mean ? ™ -
“ Just that, sir. Swole—swell, swole, swall,”
replied Peter, kindly conjugating for his hearer's
‘enlichtment and in his-own way the verb to

{ swell. ?f;ThQ_‘fbo_r}j:s- got ‘a- ewole or swelled

‘head ~through reading penny dreadfuls and
a'pe'ny novelettes. - He brought 'a boxful of
’em aboard: with him, and he’s for ever a-
neglectin’ of his dooty for to get at’em. They’ve
growed on him to 'that extent that now he
can’t talk like a nat’ral huming boy, but must
always get -a-spoutin’ like ‘them ‘Jlong-"aired
‘lubbers he’s perpetual a-readin’ of.” |

~ ‘“We've even caught him ‘trying ‘to make
poetry "’  supplemented

inconsiderately lost sight in the 55&@&"?: We.
hayve-paid to his ‘“betters.” =~~~ =
With-somethingz more than a shade of annoy-
anoe on his face at finding so many. hands
ashore whom he had~-left busy aboard; ngdla
dermanded as the group halted in front of him:
_“How come you men.
without leave 7 -

“We didn’t, sir,” expl

ained tho lﬁfge sailor,

ﬁppens, you must be back in five hours. | dro ping the little cabin-boy _ta“ tho ground. |
Part your men, but don’t let them get out of | ©“ We had leave from Mr. Gorgio.”  © G
heil of ad.é; other, so that sll may return| * How ‘dared sny of you esk for leave
¢ogether. Do you both understand your | the ciroumstances 7 Do you call youreelves
orders 77 ' sailormen, to shirk wor_k f::r':: & run ashore
“ Aye, aye, sirl” cheerily replied Waters | from a ship under repairs 1" exclaimed . the
{the t.hi;'d mate) and Dennie. gkipper, nNow with an unmistalkable frown

“ Then we'll get under way at once.”
Almost exactly five hours afterwards, and
within five minutes of each other, the throe

companies met at the appointed spot, all in
r I [-f-?.-ﬂi'r'a“f- :
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" us full sasl from the trees.”

pirly fresh condition, for sweet water had

- been struck in abundance.

The grave had been neatly turfed over, and
the few ordered words as neatly cut’'out on
‘the tree-trunk; but neither the two sailors
ad remained on the scene

nor the carpenter h
“of their labowrs. |
- #T've nothing to report,” said the skipper;

DON'T YOU MISS GET

vy, 4

“ When all of us hears.a awoful 'oller. from the boy s he come for

e it

on his brows. :
“We didn’t ask for leave, sir. Mr. Gorgio

t our asking for it or even
But of course when it was
ochucked at us we took it
The cquestions Hardie

intended to ask and have

| offered us it withou
| thinking about it.

|

A

|

to have left the ehip |

“three or four times;
Yaks the steward, who would have said a
eal more if he hadn't been sternly

good d
stopped. -

e
o

t hold .éf tﬁe rbﬁ:antically-

answered and the re.
proof he purposed to
administer in the ab.
sence of some satisfao-
tory explanation, of
courne he resorved for
Mr. Marous Clorgio him-
nell.
“We've found the
bell, sir!’ announced
the man exoitedly.
“What ? " |
“We've fougd the bell,
.h" "
“ Found the bell 7"
oried Dave inoredulously.
“Found the bell1”
oohoed voioes around him,
“Yos. We hatmd it
ringing aboard, sir,
about an hour after you left—in faoh, we was
told to search for the plaguey thin? when
we wos offered shoreleave, We made for this
wood here—nall except this here young varminb
of a boy, who 'ooked it on his own somewhere,
“Weo beat all through the thicket without

discovering nothing, sir——
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ING ONE OF OUR CRICKET SETS.

| front of it towards the sea ;

“nailed to the top of 2 shorter tree than the wire =

to know. | b
“And I did, sir. I stuck up there about = =
half-way to the sky, as brave as though I'd been ==
born a coker-nut myself, and I foundit allout. =~ - =
“Tve found out all about it, sir—first, by ~ =
stopping where I was, and then by shinming up =~ =
a lot of other trees and following up the lay of
the wire. I actednoble, capting!” .-
““The lay of the wire ! ” e
“ Yes, sir. Round the trunk at the top of
the first tree there’s a rusty old wire—made fast.
It goes nearly to the middle of the woed, on the
it’s the "muddle
of the front side of the wocd that I mean, sir. =
It runs over the tops of the shorter trecs and -
through the big leaves at the tops of the higher -
‘ones, and it ends in a sort of large box, covered
at the top and sides, but open at the front—I
shall think of the proper word directly, sir. T- =
know it was used in ‘ Nimble Ned, the Steeple- - =/
jack, or The Man in the Clouds.” It'll coms — =~
directly. TI've got it—beliry! The wire ends = -
in a sort of a kind of wooden beliry,-lashed and- =7/
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starts from; and in the belirey, capiing,a big .- ¥
mouldy beH-is’hﬁ.ﬁging.” ' e e S T =

1 -“A ship’s bell 27— — = iy —
“Yes, sir. e =

“ What the boy says is all right, sir,” putin = &

the. & sl o
“brawny =¥ 2 g ,g,-{':,'_‘ =
salt Rufus RS
dressed as , 2% : T ¥

- i ey A 1:1 1 P . -:;a'}{;
&ﬂdhﬂ : "h i T = -,..'_"'z'f,:___
ain’t told ZASE ?*5'5
his yarnso £° R
bad either, =7 2

- - Peter caugh all.:
“minded Rﬁfl?ﬂh by the collar of-his shirt, and fc:sider- Z S
vigorously shook him. £ i Everv- He =
% T hope that'll frighten some ¢’ the nonsense | o, q he's [o% =
and ridickerlous long words out © you,” he | coiq weo've KB . R
observed. ‘‘ Now start again.” put to g8 & 2T
“ Y wanted some coker-nuts, si.” | the test, NSRS SRR
“ That's better,” nodded Peter encour-| - 4 jt's [N P
ingly. 5 | every bit FEES O
EEEI o doubt you've often had a go at "em, sir, | 51} “right. SINSSE =
in desr Hold Hingerland, at o shiea a | whan he Bote =S
ponny, so you can understand my fo?ll‘mgl when Siabhed IR & £
1 soe 'em growing free all around me. | for the PREEES Wl
:: g::m:;r ) : Iﬁut‘k ll: H. ".‘1::.?*:“.: .;-*5..-.'- ' .--;;‘.:.
Yes, sir, | | , R
“ Unless this boy tells me his story properly [ i chos, REERINS s
and straight away, at once, put him on biscuit | |13 the RNRURHCON | :;?_:‘
and water for three woeeks,” branches [RESIEHER' fy 8 ‘-! S
Very goo, gir,’” said the ateward cheer- | o) ok the SRy kil RERNEE ¢SSRy ri‘f'l*‘ v R
fully' ‘That's the sort of treatment hﬁ" Wirﬁ, and | ‘r:;‘ 4"' '1; ' if'_i .ir,:?" ,:: |
wanted all along.” the  wiro (RAGERae ) (NSRS | ShRNL ol m
“ Oh, orikey!” muttored the threatened | g1 ok tho (eSS N ’ B Wil M 0 -
Rufus to himself, now t.hnrou;zhly alarmed, and bholl, e || NEAEN, ST e 48
resolved to do his best to avord having to suffer f = « 43 I madea grad a! 'em there D
the penalty he fwu mmllﬁmdhriu:. In this rhmlm:(ti sounded @ dell.” e
wiso intention of now to s story " pro- ‘ R - AR
porly and straightaway,” ht;‘ was fairly sucs nﬂa m I was o it. n&hen_lt:lmggx;:
cesstul, save for o little relapse here and there, | loud ro—and os b thid“ mﬁ b -
"1t was a vory short and simple yarn ho had [ waa blowing, and it was wind - did, ‘the "SRR

g
to spin, after nl{
H;l lucky “find” had been made merely

beosuse ho was fond of cocoanuts, and
to avail himself of the firat ol;mrtunit he had
or

ovoer had of gelling some nothing, and
devouring them in all their native freshness

and flavour. In his quest of the coveted

dainties, he had presently strolled into the _aim e , ¥
densest part of the natural copse. %5‘:?“:33? e ere the wire sterts s £

JFinding that he was only able to shake down
(lio smallest and least satisfaotory specimens,
he had at last shinned up a tall tree, at the top
of which hung some ** beauties,”

“ As I mado a grab at 'em, sir, there sounded
a bell—soft-like, but on such a straight line
with my port side ear-'ole, sir, that heard
it quite distinct, I heard the ghont‘l bell, sir,

sure enough.” '

e
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trick."

bell,” laughed Dave;
by castaways,
to have been,

pull up at the b

#

na find out the diseases
mﬂﬂpmﬂ of the mind.

-

“So much for the myster

'II“ B],gnd‘
and not take

oifry.” e .
(T'o be continued.)
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! ok 81
THE B LAC K BO D, 63 dim, but i} was easy to keep the two ﬁgur.cﬂ -1'11 o
Grins F

rom and For Qur Readers.

L3

¥ sight. The Black Box was evidentlvy & wood
(Continued from page 27). | weight, for they proceeded very alowlg 5

_ ‘ | On the west side of the grounds was a small

hope of deallng‘wrth Mr. Vane, on the basis of | Wicket leading to the mcor. There ths two

en exchange, his uncle for the Black Box, or | figures stopped; and there was the clickof a key

0

else in the hope of forcing the baren ' the col __ - Hrnz'g y - | - T
: Y- ule DA et to mion | @8 ¢ ‘1‘(3 colonel unlocked the g&te. ERR'S your chance! Send In some ' LIS WO WL [ — . ——————————————
:Oﬁlﬁ. paper which would give them power H :_ Let us stop them,” whispered George. award prizes to all we odn each week. and the sender FUNNY CUTS GRIN, LIMERICEK. |
ake 1t. 1 think thelatteris more probable, as Othersare waiting to do that,” will ' : OR PRESENT COUPON.
g[r. Vane has heard nothing from them in ten " Others 2 * - Eeb A 'HMANDSOMR _LIBRARY VOLUME! for. eaoh Name,. - SH e '
ﬂyﬂ- If SII' Trarcy refllses tOYiEl(], his life, I b LOOk 1 ” > Gl'in e lirilltﬂd iu thiﬂ Wlunlm Cut ﬂut thﬂ R P P I e BN I ST F s At P I B IS RS A s s sas ] A

believe, will finally be taken, and lie will never They had passel the gote. Then sudlenly
reappear again. In that case, there will be | from the darkness a bullseye lantern gleamed out
another a.tte{nE}-, to steal the Black Box, and I | and a shout was heart. - The detective raced
E&rﬂ[ you, - sir, Ea,lfi Harley Staines, turning [ on, George at his heels. Swift as they were,
thi erton Vane, that the next time the | the struggle that had commenced was over
'0ves come, they will' come with instru- I before they arrived. Two men, gnashing their
amegltg to piok the padlock,-a complicated one | teeth with rage, were in the grip of three police-
81t 18, and if you depend upon that chain to | men, and the handcuffs were jingling on their
_g;uf}rd your treasure, you will probably lose | wrists. The Black Box lay upon the ground.
AT & e " Got "em, sir,” said one of the policemen to
7 ou alarm me,” said Merton Vane. “* Not Harley Staines. ‘‘ You were right, sir.” :
at 1 should be sorry to lose it, were it not for | What does this outrage mean ? " panted |
gratifying the scoundrels who have taken away [ Merton Vane. ‘‘How ‘dare you molest me |
If)l? uncle. I will send for an engineer from |00 my own ground ¥ What i8 it to you what
b&rwmh t-ﬂ-mqr;row, to fit the house with | I do with-my own property ?
urglar alarms. : | “It’s a good deal to do with us what you do
That would be a wise step,”’ the detective | with'the man you have murdered, said Harley
agreed. . ‘ Staines, sternly. ‘ Open that box |
After alittle more talk, he took his leave to go " Heisn’t dead,” screamed the wretched man,
to ]_)arwmh, a8 _he sald, to make inquiries for the | utterly breaking down. ‘Tl swear that he
vehicle the villains must have used. Some |isn’t dead, of he wasn't when I looked at him
hours later he . returned - uwnsuccessful. He | last. He is only drugged.”

Coupon on this page, pin or stick it on a sheet of
paper,write your. ! Grin"” underneath I, then add your
name and nddr&;a, and post to Gorpon Purriie loop, 13;
Farringdon Avenue, london, with the'word * Grins” in
thetop left-hand corner of envelope, Lach® Grin" must
have a cowupon atlached.) | .'
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They Whistled. | dheir coutse would be clear. “They cotld®
| P _ 7 eep the casket there till it was'saféto repioveit
Two forlorn looking tramps were just en- | 414 then get rid of it, and the baron;t Wiﬂlﬂ;t:fj ;
_termg a twn._m New Y"{'I‘k: after a weary | 3 deed which would then bring 16 risks. =~~~
-w_al_k of _12-‘11‘111&5' up raiiroad, svhen they “T was on the watch last right. A.trmld-
?ﬂplﬂ_d 3 notice. board with the solitary word, | night I'sawthem meet and'go to the library, and.
“whistle ” on "it, intended, of course, for the | then I'stole to ourroom, and you know ﬂfe,-réat.

r = -

use’ of rai)way engine drivers only. I know that the climax had T 2%
Looking sorrowfnlly-at each othir, onesaid : | © “¥oy ‘are 4 wonderful man, Mr. Staimes?

1. Well, Jack, I,doi_;’f-t feel much like whistling, | * Hatley Staines smiled. 33
but-_l expect we'd better try.” 7~ 7 | “I'have had the satisfaction of beflling twe

&ppeared very tired, and: went to his room ** Colonel Luscombe, you can open that box | - - | et dn | LY s > o B
iy ™ ool bk apen 15 P 8P oy i pany ey Laotis Tt s I
: The colonel, after one minute of mad rage, N D EooRat | oombe caniot be hahgeds i The R koﬁsx-l?'
2 TEIEh OPEXING OF THE BLACK BOX. was himself again. - He gave a mocking laugh. - 1)avis, 09y Silver Street, Stepney, K. Heavod his iife for Ibe%ié‘i;e that ha.(T;t' CAC E:;_
= %}ﬁat 1i L3 O Y. 5 ha grmu s up,; hegal). = Sileyonkuow i NS e o for that, the plotters would have taken the -
ooy s | % ol muﬁhr I'm glad you stopped us this'side of the biding-place of the missing man, it. was evident | greater risk of killing the baronet outright.” The
rvoxe. Quiet, - I want your help. ity | T e | .~~~ |'that only some of the inmates of the Chase | Black Box has saved both villain snd vietim =
Gecrge Seymour’s amazement was boundless, Beeause if you'had got as far as theé pits | could have put him there. The heir of ‘the | not oneof the least peculiar circumstancesin ity

but he realised from the detective’s tone that | it would have been a hanging matter,”” said the

‘something serious was afoot, and he got out of | detective, sternly: ~ B e

bed and dressed quickly. It was nearly mid- The colonel shrugged his shculders. -

night, and he had been sound asleep, when the “Don’t ask me to incriminate myself,” he.

detective entered his room. | laughed. -*‘ You have saved us a walk, that’s
He was soon dressed and ready. Harley |all. -_ | 7 :

Btaines had closed the door, and gone to his “ Well, open the box.”

chase was a weak, dissolute fellow, under the | strange history.” |
influence of an  unscrupulous card-sharper. i, E p S S e
Upon him my thoughts naturally turned first. | Sir Tracy Vane recovered from the effects of -
- You may have noticed how yesterday I pre- | the drug and his terrible corfinement, though
{ tended to have the power to open the box——" | he was never ‘quite the same man again. His
- "“Then you could notreally have doneit ?”” | gratitude to the detective knew mno bounds.
_ had . | Zz ““I hadn’t the faintest idea how to open it. | The two wretches were both severely dealt with,
w:Edow. st f | The Colonel knelt and felt over the shiny | Tt was not part of my game to really open it. |'end Sir Tracy, by making a new will wholly -
- We can get to the ground from here,” he | surface with his manacled hands. Suddenly be | I wanted to put my theory to the test.- The |in favour  of George Seymour, effectusally
wlﬁspere@. : ‘rose and threw back the lid: = | result more than satisfied me. Merton Vane | guarded against any further attempts on the
Yes, 1t will be a pretty good drop, but we | - The policeman’s- lanterns flashed in to the | was scared at theidea, almost past self-control, | part of his villainous nepehw. Harley Staines
ean do it  We shall fall upon a soft flower-bed.. | interior of the” mysterious casket. There lay | and the colonel could hardly contain himself. | went back to London with a substantial cheque
But what in heaven’s name is the meaning | a man of middle age, his face white and his eyes | T fully believe that Luscombe would have used |in- his pocket,~ his reward for solying .the
of- . L3 A2k | - | closed as if in death: ' e ‘| violence if I had attempted to lay & hand on | mystery of the Black Box. . -~ - .. = - '
‘: Do you want to bein at the death ? 3 It was the missing baronet, Sir Tracy Vane. | the box. But I was satisfied ; my next step ‘W&B! HoA | : = PEBRRD 4 et e i)
“In at the death?” muttered' _Ge:ci)?ge,_. | vy 505 T - 7| to lead them on a false scent, by propounding | g * We are obliged to hold over m;qﬁ&_ym .
RESEs 3 S B o B L F

=
= o

mystified. . s | ~ s CLEARED UP AT JAST | | a theory which would lead them to suppose | #*. o o ;
“That’s what I said.” ~~ - | Tt wes not until the following morning that | that I 'WZE far from guessing the truth. I ﬁ?iysphed;'ﬂ;;—(-?dumﬂ iee el = 2
“Of courseldo.” . - - | Harley Stainés gave an explanation to the'|to bring matters to a head at once; for 1 was | R B S =
* Then come with me, without a sound.” ‘| astonished George. : | practically convinced that the baronet wasin | | by B e af AR
““ Shall we call Merton 77 LA By that time the two plotters-were in prison | the Black Box, alive or dead, and yet I had ne N EW PALACE STEAMERS,
*“ On your life, no.”” - ' at Darwich, and the baronet was in bed at the | legal authority to insist upon its being opened.”* | | ‘ % 3 REE W

-_SoUrHimn, MARGATE, and RAMSGATE
and Back, Daily by 5
“ ROYAL SOVEREIGN "

The window was helf-open, for 'Geofge was | Chase. Hehad not yetrecovered consciousness, | ~* I understand your motives now. I was
of 2 hygienic turn. Slowly, soundlessly, Harley | but he was in the doctor’s hands, and the repcrt’| puzzled at the time. Then your suggestion that

Btaines opened it wide enough for his purpose. was that his life was not in danger. ‘| the box might-becarried off—* & From Old Swan Pier (West side London Bridge) |
The detective climbed outf, hung on the sill ‘““ Tell me how vou know,” said George. ‘I ‘““ That was'to put the idea inta their he_ada. | ! ab 9.20am. ..~ - BNt
with his hands, and dropped. Hefell and rolled | am utterly amazed.” This was their position ; they had been terrified | Bpecial Train Fenchurch. Street, 10.23 a.m. (Sundayg

" on az flower-bed, with hardly a sound. A ‘“T had already formed a theory!' before I by my declaration that I could open the Blagk | 1° am.). St Pancgas, igﬁ S (Sundays 9.40 am),

minute later George joined him, on the gravel | came to Vane Chago,” saidthe detective, with | Box, and they know that if it should ever be | SOUTHEND, MARGATE, BAHSGA!I{-

th. Harley Staines pressed a revolver into | a smile. - * The Black Box formed the ground-|| opened their game was up.. They saw a way EAL, DOVER, and Back, vl
Eﬁ hand. > £ work of it. That mysterious casket, to which 0? getting rid of it without exciting suspieion. | - S““‘i?gf '&-gﬂ:g‘ 3="I:Le:l::‘§::?d:nys SR
“Take it. I have another.” no known opening existed—how edagy to conceal Thoy resolved to doit at once. You know that (Saturdays to SOUTHEND and MARGATE and back
Seymour’s heart beat hard, His blood was | a body therein, if by chance the opening should | the police have been searching the gl_t! on the [ = - Eo Y % X S
thrilling in his veins. be found. The police made the mistake of'| moor. If the Blagk Box were hurled into a pit } From Tilbury at B.éol;m ?SE::R s1lam.)
““ L am with you,” he said. supposing that so eminent a person as Merton | glready searched by the police, 1t might mmmn'_l Frains trom FenohurahStreet, 8:27 .. [Sundeye 109 My ©
“T thought I rezd your character sright,” | Vale could not be suspected ; and the fame:of [ undiscovered till doomsday.” _ St. Pancras S a.m. (Sundays .40 a.m. ). -
said the detective. ‘“ Not aword, now. F¥ollow | the Black Box as a casket haying no known ““The cunning scoundrels! And my poor HUSBJ\ NDS tDBE:lEG‘ATE‘EOH-I-H OOR,"”
me’!” . opening prevented the idea of that from crossing [ uncle alive 1" , from Tilbury on Ssturdays.' Tender “ Mermald * from
He silently led the way round the the gleeping | their minds.” | “I was sure that he was alive. For con- | oid Swan Plar, at 1.50 pm. Speclal Express Traim, *
house to the side where the French windows of ‘“‘ But it crossed yours 7" sider, when the scoundrels resolved that Merton l Fenohurch Street, 3,95 B, St Uanoras, 2.40.p.m. Fer
: e Fui? ~ itai i hould step: into Sir,, Tracy’s, fortune,| farevand furiier phrticuiars apply 19, Iy K BaRKows -
the library opened npon the lawn., A dim light Harley Staines smiled. Vane 8hou P : \ , Diraotor, 50, King William Street, E.C. e e
_ glimmered from the room, and the windows | . “ Yes, it crossed mine. What I saw at the | they liad naturally hesitated at murder. The _ > PEREE o (e
wereé seeen to be open, Chage confirmed my theory in every way. In | most reckless criminal would not put. his nock Sample £10-10 Cyecle for -
George gave 4 start. | | spite of what I said to the colonel, T eaw that | into o ncose if.-he could achiove his purpose in Cash, §4q15. o
‘*“ Burglars,”’ ‘he whiepered. there would be s very real difficulty in getting | any other way. There was anothor way open ) Jree Wheels, & Brakes, carrlage paid.
. Harley Staines gripped his arm. a mon over the gardon wall without detection | here. The Anglo-Indian colonel was doubtloss A 0"{?‘\' So e sea
““ Not a sound.” or alarm. And why should they carry him | acquainted with some powerful Oriental drug ; orwied.

The aited. 1t seemed & long time that | off i ”’ it would be easy for 80 unsuspeoted a person
“they (g'a.if:d, and it must reall }%ﬂ.vembmn o ;u‘ You gave a very good reason yostordnay why | s the baronot's own nephew to administor it

Dereham Road
uarter of an bour. Then two figures eame out | they should,” to him, and then the Black Box would do the N FOR ' ALL £
gf the French windows, and a mogmnnt later the ’zxe detective smiled agoin, rost. The colonel had discovered the socrot | wae give ' Nickelsilver Timekesper and

light in the library was extingunished. 'I'he twe “ The wisdom of the serpent,” he said. *‘ I [ opening ; whether he had known tho Blaock Box | Mexiean lr::l’t? Wateh | Ohais, t:i: |
figures came o again, and in the dim light it | wae eareful to say o g Yor &

that it wae not a theory, | in” native hands in Indis, or whothor his | yeam, or a Tadys or Geats IO
could be seen that they were carrying a long, | but nnlﬁ what might have happened. Bo it ! with o
u

: any o) . "

ingonuity discovered the soorot, I cannot 8ay, | Pigtorial Posteards within B days. ¥ N2 A

coffin-looking object between them. might ; but a8 o matter of faot, 1t didn't,"” but he knew the epening; and it was certain \ mg‘{g&*‘g‘:gwﬁl SR Send name an D |
They passed along the gravel walk mﬂ{ 0 5enrgaluulghﬁd.

| that which suggostod the whole plot to them.” | gRiTISM FINE ART CO. (F.C. D'),-"‘..-,r
fow feet from the gpot where the men crouched “You hne u |

slroady decided to mislend the | *“ Doubtloss, It never crossed anybody's T ———
behind the rhododendrons. The detective’s | eolonel and Merton 7™ mind that tho opening might have beon dis- N AY y F E -T u

B 's livs-Keot him #ilent. But «“won  The moment I saw the colonel I read | covered, Hundreds of moen had tried to ﬁ 25 bt _ s
2 :aﬁii :Ee}geﬂ:%ia ;orig, h:ptpt}}f: ?:lma. frel’llf:ﬂ what l?ind of mon he was, and 1 was not long in | discover it in viin," 3} in WY :;'&;'Jﬁ%;ﬂﬁﬂgm hfomte-

£ : ; summing up vour cousin. The colonel wns long “True; but all my theory rosted upon the ’ hotoxy. -EUghest:grsde, WaptAntol Ma |
' 'Elﬂ{%rd?t wae the Black Box 1" | inni’;ﬁlirﬁ -1th};roh would explain many thlnqu; appumption that it had been found, ?{nd kﬁpt | ﬁﬁgfo%)éml.d‘u;:: e e
“Yes.” such as the !ltor:'ry cf the fiotitious Indian—-' soorot by the finder; and I was satislied that | dovEis % Fm: c."

A ihose two were Colond Tascombé and | & Jamsetjon ? Why, 1 saw the man myself.” | my theory ws correot. They had drugged tho

>

“ Either to murder Sir Tracy Vane, or to | build.”

there was the man living, and their lives at loast

B\ 8  Eadle Fres Wheel and Huob Brake, Danlog
7% Fry : s 9 7 ““Veos. and that made me doubtful for a time ; | baronet and placod him in the casket. They WA SR cuinohor A Wov Tyice, Inverted Lover Brak
Y7 myuc?;:lﬂ g - but yﬁu' gave me the clue when you naively intended g: keolp him 3h§]ru for ;f t-inw,i tln thoy Aty il R 200 5:?: ::‘ &9 ;-;land o5
¢ S8y o 9 id 't bout the coloneél’s | had seon how tho wind blow. 1 BUspicion was A\ {rag 'f ) fo .
; Wherb'atéiphey goifig 1 faid. LISV b el Vo A directed to them, if the truth came out, why 4 \m §rul aaton

ST e

‘dispose of his body, I am notsure which, but | George stared in amazement,

4 - Fle T i | " Whil the other hand us. Ao gants wan <

- I thi mer.”’ . “* The colonel himsolf | ero in no danger, ®'0n Y3 eas! m tc

i, 9 : ﬁ:’ﬁzfﬁ??uf‘f'&?g’f no ' £ 44 %e: 0;'210: ﬁcunning disguise. I daresay he I‘F suspicion were not aroused, if the police woent ogu = :"Eh?iﬁ;h. ~ <
S ile ' it ’ D t‘ | I;;“-'

| igingly provided by Tyres, Bundri EEMEM
. “Follow me!” 7 had acted the character before in r mental | off on the falso scent so obligingly proy D O r% E
T Thoy %Tlo?v%d in purstit. The starlight was | theatricals: Now, given the Black Bo a8 the | the colonel in bho character of Jamsetjee, than I a.'ﬁn‘ﬂﬂ?ﬂhﬂm 9, O}
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32 FUNNY CUTS
His Tumbler Was Empty. . NOT WHAT HE WANTED,

THE HEAT WAVE.

T Pt s e K WO
e
2 MY

& o

1,—FrEDDY : *‘ Let's s6e what mothar’;
teen buying. Ob, I say, treacle!”

“WaAaT do you think of that
whisky, old man 1 ”
““1I never can express an opinion
on 80 small an acquaintance!”

REEHE R W=/ 4

FIGHTING CLERGY.

=
l I
-
il
"

2.-—Jimmy : ‘“Lemme soe.”
Freddy : *“No, you leggo. There,
you done it now,”

3.—To pinch it, whon he dis_cﬁ}irafed-fit to be _ _ 55 P _i.-f'.;;u-tached_ to an electric batta;'y.
YOUNG CUB! | Engaged in Missionary Work :

- - =

Grinsome : “Thoy’re making the Z\ &

dergmen fight for the Japaneso.” =X
Whiskers: “ Go away!”
Grinsome: ** Yes, thev’re using tho

Canons on board the eruisers.”

AIN'T IT, THOUGH ?

3.—Freddy : *“ Ain’t I sticky, that’s
all. 1 wonder what's in this parcel ?
Oh, Jimini ! [ thought it was sweets.”

—

_"--— .

CousTrYMAX : “ If you please, sir, ' RTINS <5,
BES §%, - -

wud you be #0 kind as to tell mo the

PASTOR : ** Miss Ethe', you should be engaged S
in some missionary work." 4, —lreddy :

name of them fine houees 7 ” \ : “* Yes, ma, we was jusb
Fellow Passenger : *‘‘ Those are . Miss Ethel: <“Oh, I am, and Yave been for peepin’in the basket, when the treacle
han homes.” some time past.” tin exploded, an' before we could ex-
“ An’ does orphansz live there?"”’ Pastor : '* I'm o grateful to hear you say 8o, kape, the tea busted all over us. We
“You've guensod it.” Orp Gext: “ Anything fresh, boy " In what part ave you engaged ! ' - fink it's the hot weather.”
“ Well, ain’t it a splendid thing to Noewshoy : “Well, 1 ain’t goinz to toll yor the Miss Ilthel (proudly) : ' In teaching my parrob When ma found the stick it became
be born an orphan ?” noos fer nullink, you bet ! "’ not to swear.” hottor tham aver.

THE EXAMS.DID HIM

- | “T was cultivated at Oxford.”
.l.-—-Pmrmson BooMDEAY : “ Bo you want a 9t Well, T think Tea manage that much,  $.—'* You gaid a note, 1 beliove! How does that w;:*fﬂl“:;u;}:?ed !ﬁﬁtl\or n_md yo
seftlement, do ye.and will take a note ?™ Oh, yes, I think—— "' Y AT -_-.______Tl_t' J"f‘” 4 s aec s | T s
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