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A SON OF SCOTLAND

A Magnificent Long, Complete School Tale Specially Wiitten for Scottish Readers.

By MARTIN CLIFFORD,

The teaparty were on their fect In a moment, Half-a.

e more, ” said Blake,

spinning away, and Grashed down inte a Sorfier Of e Toom:

I

/s

sirs of hands grasped Craik, and he went
i AR Owi” O Now come on if you want
(e Ohapter .

dozen,

CHAPTER 1, foSounde ap it hi itlo tomper.is pset,” remarked

Kerr is Not Taking Any. Figgins. * Hallo,
AG Tl of the SLEth sae atelding dowi the passage.
It qos Crak of the Sixth who was calling.  He did ot lok in & good temper.” e scowied at the

d Craiics vojoe sounded decidedly unpleasant, o ot the G

iggins, Kerr, and Wy, the o of the New Hou E O B 7% A0 2 o atlaianl. Yok ot e

abSE Sints, wero-just Goiig hey were going over c:.\ﬂmg, Korr?”
o tho Stoal Touse 14 6 with Towt Meres. Kod Joned you" sstented Rors; but, th fact s,
Horr of the Fourth happened to bo Craiics fag the volos ;m,tk,dn‘.. Just goiuig out to ten.  Couldu’t you make

0

of Craik at that moment was distinctly unwelco

F Tiaghs the eset wan'outs-nid Kowr, wilh'n
. T suppose we shall have to go.”

Hag

ik raised s hand.
30 to my eindy, Ko ¢
err to his two chums. They
buch lookmg .zngry Hhers ‘was Tonly 15 sonay v
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Gl couldu's ot his fog off for once; but th Tully of
Sixth was aot an accommodating porson, =
““See you later, you chaps,” said Kerr, resigning him-
.mmu’s fate, fm’c ‘Seoft all the tommy, Fatty 1"
iggins and Fatt went on their way, and Kerr
}:muecded g sk\ldy‘ Tn-the SisthPonn passage.
Craik followed him with 4 Trowning brow.

sira dpecial I oaid Craily
i ke e g fox and i
ok e

ke that oFthe

in his most bullying tone.
toasted muffins and o de

o

"' hall expect tea ready at exactly six,” o aaid. Tt
s

it fowt ready, loak out for

(¢ But whott's the maney £ demanded Ker
#You must manage sonichow. Tm Stony 1™ sild Craik.
My, hat ,

"ldmdwx, sharp 1"
re,” extlaimed Ferr, as the bully of the
Sisth wag leating the study, "t you dou't shell out,
ot be sy tea, Vot stondin
Kzrr pink with indignation. Fe knew that Seftm.\
 the Sixth somotimes gave arders to hixfag. Dib
Dibbs carri e o caes ot golting tom

or geiting o ka\ng. “tnd the Tag generally contrived to

et th mebov. But that was all very well for
ibe. ancis Kere of the Fourth was quite

@ difierent He of mm.-r ¢

Craik » ne

Sk i £ e T

Ters, delperatery aad T not “ncaking 1t out of
anoter sty 1' ant feaan extra special o,
too—you will héve o pay.for It, Cralk.”

Gralk did not repy. o' closed tho door and
e t stump. Kere Fpmn.pny placed the
Lable b hetween im and. he S atched

im_warily.

“Now, um., 58 YU going t0 get tear” saked Craik.

oo dia

cking, you miay.

said Ceaik unpledaaatly.
indignantly;

ou know you

st week, Crail

% s youwve had a i
be.

di
T ‘sen you Blowed it said

-a-crown from me

0T e sou put it on 8 o contianed
E}’m ity o e bl Dida't tho

e eodis
ni the Sixth made

lack eheey
5 c:.f. litle apmx
suspe ong the
,x.mom though his Housemaster. N i h
them. Craik was rather a favourite with Mr. Ratcliff,
{he Housemaster of the New House.
ut, as 3t o said that wo man isu hexo o bis valet, s0
certatnly Bdted Craik was not o hero to bia fag.
new 00 muc any Hpe(-
The active junior kept s distance. He was qui(e s
round a study table as C;
B eatod Coatks SomBg
breathloss half atter ciroupnaviguting the s e
thyeo times,  Come here, T tell you

“Not just now, thanks'"
< Will'you get the tea, as Tvo told you? =
“Yes, if you shell out tho cash.  Tm not a eharity

arganition” ~ “I'm uot here to pro-

e free medlsfor the poort” 1
you- e another riah, but tha
u:l,ne Jlmmr stid mma he tabis oo fas 1
ormer stopped again and reached Py
lzh)e. ‘o made s ek with the stwmp which would
xtainly have hurt Kere ,s it had canght him. - But it
T d

i -mv THEDS rus WA
Every Monds Every Monday.

THE DREADNOUGHT,"
Every Thuraday,

didu eateh him; Ferr jumpod buck in time. The timp
crashed on the t
RS Sl pea ired
o Took s ke vtbutng 1 tebke,” remarksd

Craik_grasped the table with both hands, fo drag it
seide, Ho swung it into a corner of. the Toom, send-
ing books and papers and inkpot fying from it in his
Kerr mae a brealk for the door, aad whipped 0wt

ol‘ the study in & twinkling, and slammied the door after

e he passage lke a deer.
But-he did not: g a couple of seconds lie had
seachd the door of his Houseaster's study, and, as he

knew
uickly and stepped in, closing it bohind bim Ee knew
t Craik waa not Tikely to look for him in that saczed
and dreaded apartment.
The canny Scottish junior had judged corvectly.
Craik cam fearing out of his study i tovering rage,
and rushing along the passage with the stump in hié

e to The seen, and the senior rushed up the
nur o the Bonmih Form dassepo, bt B sicty wis
nmmn fury, Craik rushed down again.
His heavy steps sonnded in the passage again, and
Kerr wm. & grin, beard him go stamping by the House-

o) Wiat's thd Sow” asked Sefton of the Sixth
S et o iU semior in the passage,
me! Craik.

¥ dodging “Have you
Vi bt 30 Yo
56 e Tipino na i B e o the

y
School House; he may be there,”

X suppose he's gane aftér them—T'll ]o“y soon seo!
You eome wi IP’ ey Sattans s as you're a prefect;

* Rerr smiled se: ly 53 ha hnrd ‘the footsteps of the
two_ seniora die away tepped out of the House-
el s ol aeeleglln g
;lmm.uv e pcdmd outof tho doora ul' the New

Lo
o eevea (A

Kerr had joined Tom la!ry et e
going o look for him.

Kerr sauntered away cheerfully into the quad.

o the two ceniors hud dis inio e “School

Very necessary for him to give Craik and

Sefton a. wide berth for the present. %

CHAPTER 2
£ of the Boof
MERRY'S study in the ot s wes pretty
wtll Siist,

Jere Tom Mergy, and Mamners, and
o oot of e Shell, and_Blake

of the: Fourth, who.
6; and there were:

Lowther
Herries and Dighy aud D'drey of
e oo Seads o
Figgins and Fatty Fymn

= a rule, the School House juniors and the New House

were on the warpath; but peace was reigning now.
had come to o ok ey 8 Co TSt Bagans
inst it financially. Motey was

o clrums.  Long anticipated re-
ifttances had not arrived. e House.
frio had a remittance all three were in funds. Tt i hape

il period o drought nov, Ketr-and

G SIS

lotters b il l:ukd e w
Merry, with really kind thought
s 01 rivale, had asked them to  feed, instead of
- gging them, as usual.

L was an act of gencrous theught which Futty Wyni,
st Jeast, oould appreciate fully. Fatty's plump face
beamed ‘2 e cume int Tom Merey's sndy.  The fable

as epread with o, and it was a sight
u. deh ht mylmf y's eym‘ bt szl)ll F:.\uy Wynn's.

allo, where's Kerr?” asked

* GHUOKLES, "
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ught at the back of a shair ior support, Hiis cycs aimost started from his head.
ld Mr. RBtoilfr. * “No one here belleves Kerr's absurd statement. — (ser Chapter

gging for Craik, eaid F “The beast
nmppcﬁ on i at ehe last ittt HSTI get over as r here?” ihmllerl Craik.
Soon o RasT i Figga. " Tea he fagging for you”
“He, dm nl want us to wait for him” murmured  “You kuow ho his bolted, you young rasea
Hatty Wy “Bolted! By Georgo!” said Figgins.
i Jove, that is wathah nconsidemta S| GRMLLC - onpi ot fufs sypms of Kok e st
remarked Arthur Augustus G the Touth, DrArcy. “It was vew iconsidewato of -you fo koep
Fere dhould vo-PoLSIoE st 70 Cark Thet e il sl — i, Gl whes b B i engupament hosh."
mgm Caik glared round the study. There was no sign of
“Ho 0ld!" grovied Figgins Kepe but fhe bully of the Sixth yas mot sabisfd.
T wegard Cwaik 4s an inconsidewate boundah ! mow he's here,” e aaid, I suppose he’s hidden
smd Arinur Kugusius sverely. Somenios i e e, ory Thoy
it thaly’ said Monty ‘Towther ' Cenik mado a siride towards the table, There was o
iy, wouldfeel very ‘amall." T can just big tablecloth o the table, which extended alf-vay to
‘picture im hiding his diminished hedd.” the floor, aud s the juniors-wero crowded ound tho
Sy, Low hah—" bl aiybody ‘dden Jnderneth it wouldhavo. been
bie Tooks topping,” said Fatty Wymn. " thoroughly concealed.  The puniors did mot move
“I'u \)e"m wnh the pie, if you don’t mind.” e Toom ! k.
‘And ho di *Go and.eatcoke " said Tom Merry wammiy. < What
o juniord all followed his oxamplo, but tho foud waa  the dickens do you mean by giving orders bere, ka«v
ccarcely under way when the study door was thrown Tnow ho's umdor £ table " Bowied Cra
open, and Sefton and Crajk appeare “Bommers
The School Houso: jusiors plaved at the two New  “If you dow't move, Merry, Tl soon yank you out of
House ceniors the way 1"
“Forgotten to knock?” asked Mamners. Tom Morry's eyes gleamed.
here's Ker “Jua try 1017 o' romarked. Yol go out of thia

“A HERO OF WALES]” NEXT WEDNESDAY, 8™ ROUND Ill ouR’ BBHTEST
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udy on your meck pretty soon afterwards, you Totten
el

Cfaik clenched his hands foriously.  Although e was
in the Sixth, aud To jor in the Shell, his
Black looks had o efect. Apan’ Tom, He was. not
prefect, and even if he had been e would have had 10
anthority in the School Hous

o ont” ud Setton.

you, Wynn

Figgine and
were

Cr

“Figgins, get aside, and

As_the;

n reluctantl; ot aside.
s 2 hden Settons ordera.

few Houso juniors they were under
ik do

‘A boot, belonging to one
the table, had come into

Soured Craik. . “¥ow! Ohl Tan"
e in” anguish, and thero was & chuckle
i e

x Was that your nose, Craik?” asked Mont
Lowt rprise. T thought T felt my boot knod
‘against fomething.”

“Ha, ha, ha!”

“You young hound ?” yelled Craik, making a jump at
wther.

““Hand off |” ehouted TomsMerry. “Collar the cad E

a doren pairs of hands grasped Ok e ot
spinning Lvay, ‘md crashed down jito & corner of the
“cm AWY Owl”

“Now come on it sou wat some more " aad Blake,
Craik sat dasedly in the corner, glaring at him. - The
i T e o quite’ prepared to give him
Some morg: Cablk Bad mo. Ight in thelr study’
¢ Ier jow't hore,” oaid Sefton, glancing wader the
I o cawt have come lere, Craik, Tako
Tis feet.

“those checky fags!” he panted.
ill be wathah wuffly handled if you
heah!” Am.m Augustus,

PR VAol his ogts b ¥ warliacw

Terhops. Cralk thought so; too, for he docided mot
pap sy e ing.

Come. Tiggine!” sid Sefto
o hero to tes tent” said Figgins.

Dou't arguo
Figgine's jaw
T won't ' b anewered.

£"you dou't follow me from this study iustantly,

with me—come " said Sefton,
st squarely.

Fieghi ¥ shall. zeport sou fo_ your Housemaster fof
disohedionce,” said Sefton,
“Report an owed !”
oSetten iahe & sl Jovaede Plggius, Jlom Merey'&
o. inte:

Get o> said Tom tersely.

ekt of this etudy, both of ‘you. You're mot
vanted here !
: Yaas, wathah | ick %om out, deah boys”
“Outside, yon c
il yo yn\l come. F: % * ehouted Craik.
o, said Figgins doggedly.
“Then T teke qout” 2%
Craik strodo at gm! bt the Sctéol House juniors
pushed Figey ent of the way, and tackled Craik them-
elves. The o the Sielh was in  furious tempe

T,
o furiors promptly it
ou the floor :(mwglmg
asp of half a doren. _Sefton T
, and was seised af SaisE, i rhoor
25,2 wild aud whirling scene on the study carpet
for several m
But the uniors were-too many for the seiiors, big 1

they were, Craik went burtling through the doorway,
llar off, his waisteoat buttons all gone, and
s ke bl up.sownt W ka1l satte o1

things stredming out of bis pockets. ‘The nest moment

T Sompron T v FRIEHD THE MADNET."
‘PAPER Every Monday. Every Monday.

e READOT,"

Seftan went Jurtling after him, and they bumped over
fogether in the pas

uiers slanined the door on them.
Now we'll have tea,” said Tom Merry.
o s‘y & SR et i o-row it Setbon repurts Yo
Tiggy." Digby remarked.

o
gins gru

bebat i it roposting méitor somathing.”
gaid, I dousn's mather onge siore. May as well have

S nEakt I ey SRR Tk v M
make an example of them, deah boy

Bat the wottalis” did aet somo back. They had liad
guough. The juniors heard. them limping away down

e passage.

Ten mizics later the door was ciutiously oponed, and
Kerr. of the Fourth dooked in. There was a choriis
welsomo from the tea-party.

R
way some i, deah boy "
oo Tk e

“This pie s ripping, Kerr, old chap
And err chuckled, ik b Bant . e testive
board, and tea in Tom Merry’s study proceeded quite
merrily.
CHAPTER 3.

The Lost Lette:
IVEUL check” was the comment of Tom Merey
Co, when Kerr related, over tea, the
a0 dlagocin crans s ly.
And the rotter wanted t beoanee you
hid done. the vaishing trick, sasd. Fatty 3V
Fancy expecting o chup to miss & feed like this, You

“There’ll be a row. when bnck i pisve
“Oh we ot WERBALE sl T “Pass the
jam, We'ro always in Tows with thase  two. Toters.

i
usual the last week or two.
1 fancy he’s been having bad luck with the geegees.”

“T wegard him as & wauk outeidah,” said Arthur
Augustus. “T have a vewy stwong euspish that Cwiik
“bets on n horses, you know.”

ia Kerr, with a gron I
o i e Tosng lutely, too: He's e m
& vistor who's coming 1t &%, I shouldn’t wander f it'a

o was & tap at the door o the studs, and Kildare,
the captain of St Jim'y
curious as it 1

is glance was very
Kerr.

“Gome in, Kildsre.” said Tom Merry hospitably, “T
o tea.”
; quite an honah for us, deah boy.”
“1 haven't come to fen, thanks;” he said. = «T've

received a complaint e_juns
hia House are here, and won't o back o the Now ;o
at his orders.
h, my
ard that as vewy low-down of Sefton.”
ids had better clear off,” said Kildare.
s & Co wose to heir oek, They ad nearly
And they iess that the good-natured
pered Wit ookt Sato. Seftan's

A1l serene,” jid Figgins sesignedly, “Thanks f

‘Il do the same for you when
n the Now Houso agar

proc:
/Hallo!” said Lovther, sullenly,  who's heen leaving
ette
B ikon up o ltter from the floor

4+ THE PENNY POPULAR " CHUOKLES.”
O T oo " Euary Sy 3
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shes when. T was rolling over with Craik

One of s dropped it in the serap, T espect” said  m
Tom Meery: iy aame o 162" ;z.hnut Hoticing
the lsttzr fwom, deah boy:

* asked Arthur

“We 11 stick it up in the rack downstairs, then, to be  August s,

claimed.” Munsey's in Wayland” 4
“ Alem ” o0id Lowther, looking at the leter. I dow't ~ “Thon it isu't mine, deak boy: T am mot n comes-
i this merey opistie'had begter be stuck up in the ‘pondence with Mr. Museey.”
rack.” . Blake aud Herries and Digby also sliook their heads.
“Tom Merry and Manners looked at him, and Lowther  The Terrible Threo bote down on Talbot next. Talbot
passed ther the letter. - 1t was & t3pe- -writton leter on  was baiting to Kangaroo's bowling, but he camo of good-
businces pape s headed in print: “H. Munsey,  naturedly s Tom calld to bim.
00, High Street, W: Bijouterie.” e e meer. D Jose a letter i mour  study?” seked Tom. A
o g et letter from Mun: eller 3
precaile
i Tousavs aeither seturned ner puid Lo thetwe Then it must. havo been @ Now Houso chap. Al
gold vatches submitted to you on sepenol?
ave declined to,do ono or the ‘i, ovall ol upan *The Teveible Thaee started.for ths Now House. They
to-morrow, ‘st six, ooljek precisely, And  found mggm & Co. in their study, doing lines. The
les tho matier is thes setled satistactorily, 1 " el New House trio gave them a grin of welcome.
lure o, sosowscs_bu, fo plaic tho focts betore your . Licked?” asked Tom Merty sympathoticaily.
Leadmagter - Youss Taithtull H. Musssx. T golng {oBe reported to Babiy. when be comes
will mean & licking for me.

The chums of tho Shell stared at b et Wi \Vu ve got (et fo go on mith. Craike
and at one anoth too busy o atiend to Kerr—ie isitor in bis
“Mugior hal's tho lowilies - Werknd? - said son

(anners u\hmm any extraspecial tea for him,” grinncd
“ Somicbody’ ving watclies—gold watchas—on
AT B s o i T Shorer. . “Wo'ee found  ltter il my study,” said Tom. e
ke Ry o Thie Teads as if the man think somebo mm hae dmp d it in the tussle, and
otgiets B of A ing o bone e, wo'ro going round i ‘Any of you chap
e ol el dos,aid Lowthe drily ieter ety Lo Masiey the ol w0
Axns e ap before for ms blene(l ot ‘tm'ﬂ::.;;f:wh e "‘;:"mh,
w.m:hea‘ And hasn’t had any. uumczmn Looks jolly hnk;‘n' m Glad ‘yo e ‘J"“Fwough moeatd
‘hat mich importance.”
a8 to keep them.. Wibat o't i7" said Tom drily. “T'd advise you to kecp
s O it out of sight, Figgy, all the same, Here it is.’
long to a junior—junior’s Ftiia S o7 the table.

- % CHAPTER
e o said be's especting a Us As mn

y's Tuesday OM MERRY & C gglnl curiously. as

[Tho Terrible Thies nma-d ane anotlier, Tesitating: ey “1’,,"';,:',3"' T"" m,“ﬁ ?D';:,I‘,;'{

e
Craik, they &id not et b ek e Tt v
most likely G oy eauld, it b o

o
he letter lunted Dretty y that the
customer of duhopnest Intentions.
oAy ik " suspect. rugged, openheatied ol
est intentions was @ mystery. But how
nd o such an gssas o lay bimself apen 10 such

d be trouble or him i1 it came to the knowledge & LBy o Le A e e en 8
iggins unfol fler, ‘and looked at it and
it T know what to do with it,” suid Tom e ‘L\’c“,;’,z':.m 5 ke e T
T vouk 2 i o b ek “My only hat!”
- ;‘y whc's 18a, lottee world look iy t; “Well, it it's yours, there it aid Tom Merry.
was his, and inquisitive chaps like Levison aud  «Really, old man, D less. Td let
Metlish would read it anyway. It would bn the {81k  umsey Have b watches back st ‘""““’ i
of L And it would mean o row for the chap,  Figgins was storing ot the etier,
whoever he is. ‘We don't want to get even Craik hauled  «\Waichoat” i Ko Thiggy boon burig tches”
up bofors the Hea “Buying. wateh rou 5m “Figgy!
uve. b

uhve.beca busiag

“Betwe, o't assums tha ke, 10 it it b, s been .hm of gmh i the studs.
ool Tt et Y e el Oh, Figey, 't hover liuve belioved it of 3¢
oty Lontirted 5 “You fathends " auid Tiggina. <1 e
st have been dropped. i {ho.scrap here.s he iug any waiches! § jetter. T don’t think
smd Fast.” T don't soe haw it conld ave ‘been 15 Horr of Wyana, ither. T suppose sou chaps Haren's
v«i before that. OF course, n lot of fellows Have been havin w0 gold watches on approval from Munsey's,
Hon s an ont/oh 4 stady, TRL suppose we goTound Lavo you?
:o evcxlvt:hlp who was here to tea, and ask ‘om if they've a4 Tyo £old watglieson approwal” gasped Ker. * What
ost, i fhe thun
Good o ook at the letter.”

forry put the letter in his pocket, and tho < Well,‘my i

Teoree irte proceeded o Stady No. 5 Biake's Cor oy s on 4L eald Fatty Woan, “This
e out, but they were run down i the quad, going st belovg fo somebody n 3 Hous

o, mm«,pn iousa Shapk don't ey Uess e ey ot of (be

of you cb.,,. dropped o letter in our study?” it
asL(cd Som Merr & Hound Why yon fof bousipt
Blecsod if T kacr,” sid Blaker - <Pkt Bave deopped .~ Fipny bl ok B mm.“ gaid Tom M

A HERO OF ‘WALES!" NEXT WEDNESDAY.. 8™ Imlﬂlﬂ Ill ﬂllﬂ WNTEST.
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“T said T'd had s Jotter from Muisey's” said Piggins,
“so T have. But, this fsn't the let
Figuasgeagied T i pockein and peidicat’s erumplod

letter.
ine,” he said. “ You can read it, Nnmnllv
I thonght T dropped 1 when yon told me 1 had: IO
‘about my diamond pin.”
*“Your which?” murmured Lowt

My dismond pin,” said Figgins warmly. The ctone
a1tk 50 ot e
e e ready.
cackle at, Lowther, T ot hut pin for fen bov, and it
was a bargain, Chap who sold it 1 me said it wan
worth ¢ ety .‘ma Chap named Tsaa

camie

Ha,

“Well, what are ‘you cackling about, you dufers?”
demegies Bipginn

AN serene” s3id Tom Merry. "ﬂislxmc “your
Istter; Figgy, as you've got, your letter there.
We ghni e 8 ook Tarer

“Sefton o Craik,” said Mapners,

everybody e who was in the study

“ Crail, then,” said Kerr: - *Mundey- says in thia letter
hw's calling bire st six on Tuesday, Well, ho's-in
Ciniics study n s visitor sey.” -

tlea 1, sid Tom.

“We've “asked

e e 5 Figgins. < Tuit
lotter aounds s it Munsey suspocts him of wanting to
bono. his blessed watches, yo know, T sippose

ehoved thom somewhere and forgotten them.”

“I suppose we'd. better take him his letter,” said
Tom, It he Sids he's lost it, hell be ansious
about

"Hud hum out of hia mivery,” pringed Ken

The Terrible Three, gl have discovered the owner
of the letter at last, left Figgius’s study. On their-way

. Sefton, who bestowed o

ravage scowl on.

2 the

 Nhat are you Soing Heére?” snapped the m- Howse
pref

Ian ing f6r Cralle” o id Tom Merry weekly, “Some-

' in owr study, and we think it

body. drop
I}tlongs to Craik.
i ¥ou can give it to me,” nid Sefton,
urs?”
ST harge of i

“You wow't take uhnrge o it unless its yours,” said
from

Tom,coolly, “Tha le Munsey’s fn Wayland.
I s yours, you can have it. Tf nots not.”
appose Jouwve read it,” smeered Softon.
‘3o hud to'look at i, to'seo whose it was of course
it might have been o y Bt o jee
2 lotter that the owner would Tike to have shonted out

from the Lousetops, so we're only handing it over {0 the
chap it belongs to-see?

on gritted b 2
cxnttol but s eavilly sesicas
nct belong to him, and the Ter

His ouriosity was evidently
the letter did
rible Three’ had

er persons

Peculiar deslings with the N apiand. Jeneior

The -chuma of the Shell, walked on_towards Craik's

Ty Saflon tooked'ae 1 e would Tk apom tha Tk

& moment; but b thought betfer of 1, and turasd awsy
i

ing faces, the Shell fellows went down the

pm e 10 Craik’s study. As they came wp
eard a raised and angry voi

of g wate hes s thirty pounds, T'told you

"o plninly u Gginre m perfectly

willng 13 tgke thery Tl oy e, Y

Agx nothing. But—

Juiuckles descended Toudly on the door.
500 ot e AR oy ol CRAIVS isale kit
His loud Kok sMecbudly; mtprhymtad e speaker and
the voice ceased

Siafhrn

Craik opened e oot Welf, The Tervible
started 4 thoy snw that his Taco was deathly pale and
i eves bummitg. Hig lands were trembling. Much as
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they disliked the lly of the Sixth, the juiors felt com.
passion for him at

that moment. It was only too plain

Phat Craik was * up agaiut .
¢ What do you want?* muttered Craik. 0o moménty
nse; ut. gentleman in a froc with

. 52 in the study with a frowning.

crry, what—what do you

& orve fonnd a letter,” said Tom qmd]y. Holding it
SR yoenr

as his eyes fell on the letter,-and gimost.

the hand of the Sehool House junior.

ot
ed
sn.emd it tfrom

Tt vrak dropped in our study?” cxplained Tom,
{honugh.you might be anxious about it ¥

it was all the thanks the juniers veceived from
Craik. = They turned away without ‘a word, -and Craik
losed {ho door after thom.
sth-Pormer turned back to his visior, and there
wun;run'\ ices in the study; but the
Terril urried away t once. They lefé the New
House m\medmbely. with thoughtful faces.
“Looks. as it trouble "
ér. . Can't

hat. e“c\v is in

murmured
Tecling sorry for ast—

all the same! Tf he doesn’t want
the god watches, whj dossn't bo hand them, backs e

caw't have lost them,” said erry. “Blessod if T
see why,he had them on. llppro‘m! enT: He oty aord
tobuy a ﬂ!{een quid gol
Eokomars m cither !" said Manners.
10 g e that
bleued Tetter. Let's got down to tho

oot m e, Thres s0on forgot

aah Lhmtfrnk and his visitor. As Manners remarked, it

eirs, Tt was al
Munsey of Wayland left the New House,
Oy el o o o his face.
tied in his It hose who didiked tho
bully nnd black sheep of ouse miost_could have

o T the eyl probakly. pare fulk et
ma :m was white and almost haggard, and there

1 perpieation oa B

mnnow"' he Sante s e
! oy ey Thirty quic
Ho bl e Tonghed aiossrtanty e martont oo

g himelt mm s chair and lighted o cigarette.
Through the s eyes stared haggard]
nusecingly “The biaek n«p ot e o evident] '
torribly “up against it  What was to hap)
“tomorrow?

CHAPTER 5,
olden Q
MGQINS & GO, came in from fhe cricket-grouid aa
ek was faling, uad found Sfton in tho doorwa
of the New Houss, . The chums of the Fourth hed
found time for half an hour at cricket after e
Jere done,  But Figgins kmew that the prefeet had ot
forgotten hin. Sefton o him a5 b came in, with
i ot wnder s arm.
0 to Mr. Ratelifl’s study "
Flgglns ‘eitated. The profect had reported him, and
interviow with the Houemaster could ot be avoidedl,
F)ggy and walked along ‘the
ke 1o M. nmlm-» »hldy. rubbing his hauds i
Snticipation. Ho kne it weant a Lckin
He tapped at the ot receiving a response,
opgued i, hoping that 7. Ratclif had gont out agamn

But the New House master was ther was foo
Dusily e, tap at the door, and
Figghus gritmed a3 ho saw how he ws ocoupio
e Tidusemaster sat before his ek, neur e mintum,
o dramer that was protected ale Tock ad
generally hermetically scaled, " On the desk

before Mr. ift wero arzan 2 etle piles of gold
thin, unplea :mp}: Torace Ratchit o
Mir,

s s it aaad s 1 expression.
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Clinkt Cliuk! Clink! *Figgins:” exclaimed Mr. Rato
Knookinge™ w1 did knooke Sir” said ¥laging. “seft
i3 some o the fibors * PIek 15 up ¢ once

f furiously. How dare you enter my siudy withous
e 30 Some here: 1 pisi mp the meney, sirt
Temarked the Houscmmasters (S Chagier £3

Rateliff was  stingy gentleman, and he liked handling
‘money.
Thé Houseniaster was not a Bhe doxwe 1 wha bt

his hali, in sormat times {o keep' s sum of gold in his
T was 2is ingly cautious
s extraordinary display of gold in

his study.
. Ratelifi was one of those extremely prudent, gentle-
opare with exsesive caution for.an <vil day
that is never Hkel
et o Skt and sira 44 1 bgfuaing.of £
ax, {hero wete muny nrvous old gentlemen who feared
that thé Contineatal panic would spread £ Baglasd, - Ta
e excited days of August, 1014, paper muney “ad lost
5o voltb in measiy every pumsiey
Unbappy, towrists in o Smlteiata. it thyustad ‘ot

frames i Swiss bankuotes, offered thove hanknotes
Vain; mobody would change them. The prudent Swiss
hopkoepers declared. that.they had ‘o change.  Tn
Franoo . shopkeepe preferred o givea ciga or o packet

ettes for rather than take the prico of

“1\ HERO- OF WALESI" NEXT wr.qusn

affer sovereigns, chirruping with joy when they found
asother gold coy o add to thei sty stacs

oy S spent, much
picking s and half sovercigni
hererar he oould gt thc‘m il he had old
Jike n.miser, which he Tocked up in his deck, where it
was much Tods safo fhin il e v I b
‘x‘na where hs was losing the intarest on- it which would

Withea store. of gold piled up against @ rainy day, M

Bascif ot socmaes T bt b remendous. pHion

valuable time in

cedure was unpatriotic did not
inly if oversbody had been cautions

and seh"wh ol i st bebout thess. wenld have e
un on gold, and possibly a Tatlaro of oufidence in bank
Botes. happened, the cold and selfish man

Selt sate. Bnnknntgu might ut ot to be worth the

t was that, after a short time, Lo
found the bankers paying out gold as cheerfully as ever,
and he might have tarned oll his savings of forty yeurd
ot 50 into gold coin if he had wished, and if he had been
foolish cnongh.

ut Mr. Raleliff did not forget caution.
gold locked up in his deuk in caso of o

AY.

He kept his
raiuy day, pat-

8 ROUND IN Wi "GONTEST,
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ing bimael? an the back fox his caution, &, aite tho
it ocourred to him that, on
Bindred pounds locked
pognds that ko might havo m in natural mter
of that two pounds i,
ut:hia money In. tho War Toan he would
have helped his country, and found a safe investment,
ocketed fous pounds every yoar in faterest an thal
hundred “quids.”  Mr. Ratclit never worried about
helping b courlry. Porhaps i Jmew there wero better
en than himself o think about
™But he could not bo biind fo fho fact that in six

he bad aiready Tost v

months he ot two pounds. whish ought o have
acorued in inte

Tt worried him.

Yot ho could mot guite make up his mind to part
with that precious store—in caso the cvil day should

Come WhicH he, had foared. Ho was not quite sufo yet.
Tu-tie howhol BN aotus o ponki ey
t st ke i

the nest S ond 2 s o nights.
e BE ek by g by e
o h.\u hanter, who had received them with w suppressed

“"Ths other 8ty remained in his desk.
bear to part in case th):t drendful day of

foresaw. in’

13
was boun unted it
Sery dng for two hundred days, e

como to n.
had hesd the chink of coin,

‘rea a0 safe, iggins
honsemaid had seehn t, tho Louse dume had seen it, don-
teith, the head prefect, had sec i, Sefton had seem it
and naturally they n.a talked o

ito - Rateliff, his hidden gold had
begomo a standing Joke in bin House,
Senio iora had chuckled over it, and

of thom hd siprasmed an amlable wish that & Durglas
would walk off with it, as a punishment to Mr. Ratclift
for his unpatriotio foll

Hence Figgy's grin as he sa Mr. Ratclits ocoupation.
Tho Housemaster was piling the sovereigns into-little
Teaps of : There wers fve littlo beaps. Mr. Rat.
clif’s aye dwelt wpon them with complacence, Heliked tho
sight and the touch of gold. uly wo
the_ thought thome gad oins, properly mvestedy
could have; brought him in tw
was only orie of some hundreds ai‘ [nssy ol entiomen

 ‘wro hugging themselves

o at
h oo at having sucocoded i 15 amasaing some maisgre
o, ST Shane of ¥ sutas s n solid gold, all ready for
e by g zme willmmaes coms
docrway

Sl wosld be sbred. of evisg beon
ducwued = idiculous ccoupation,
e had beon ol me there, and he had come.

2 eiiett oy
s Jo coughed. At the sound of the cough Mr. Ratclift
arted violently, and spun round from his desk 5o
ety that bo knmiked ‘over oo of the-Titly ‘heape of
saversigus, em on the carpet.
| Clink! Gl o

ol withot

s g« Setton told me
to some hure. Ehm T pick up.the moriey, sie?  Rome's
gone on tho

the Homanaitis:

spilt

“THE MAGNET,?
‘Evory Monday,

He could not

“/THE DREADNOUGNT,"

soveruigns, r. Ratelit matched him with hawkish eves,
it o aimost fored. that Piggy would pocket on of

5g handed the coins to Mr. Ratclifl as fast as he
found them.
Ta that ull, sir?”

“Thor ore ” snapped dhio Housemaster.
O, 1 62d it said Figgins:
grubbed about the study industriously, hoping that
s licking a little lxghtu! when it
;gg, =

kis Zosl wonld il

ame o C:

o stared at th sight of Fig

grubbing under the study ﬁ' .
the

“Como and lend a hand, Craik,” said Flggins cheer-
fully, “Thero's 3 quid Tost.”
fou mecd mot * trouble, Craik!” said Mr. Rateliff
sharply. And he closed the door. “Figgins, you will
continue fo look for that sovercign till ave
found it "
- Cortaiu

rigey el aat 5= vy roug in it and
finally he'gave a whoop of triumph. The overeigr ca
o Tight at last, wedged in 4 crack near tho wall beyond
tho edgo of tho carpet.

o it is, si

e Rl , apd proceeded to lock 1y
Talunbl treasure, Fxgg)w 53, breat s

dusty after his seramblo on all fours. He felt that
el i caution
after the troul a tal  Ratolif was

uot in a forgiving He picked u
" Safton. his'Teported you to mo for disobedicnce,” o

“Ahem 1" said Figgins.
1o You lmom very well ‘the consequences of disohedienco
ef" on is 8 buly,sir.”
1d out your hand
Suidht "B Sofoh !
+You may go. Figgins.”

“Don & utter those Tidiculous exclamations.”

ke, Egyasl oL e o ot e
at

fact th

arily—a sum of gol

. Rateliff wanted to ask a favour

t

Figgins, smartin
iving the heavy-handed
ag Inows, sir,” said Figgine coolly.

eard lots of fellows speak about it, sir,” said

asible "

«How dare you, Figgins!"” shouted Mr. Rat

1Y soan the chape angh sbowt it
inmocentl

s Ratelift mado a movement tomards hia came again,
and Figgina boat a prompt retreat, It solaced him

S ke Sidigulonn. s

e passage, half af:
back: for anuum okiag: y.

o Figgins

ot a pec; o

that Ratty wuld call bi

chuckled, in epite. of the pain in

fices how utterly abeurd ‘and humitiated Hatly wonm
ealising that the whole House looked upon

vous and fussy old donkey.

Soickey askad Kirr, us Figgy came iuto the study

O tne oot i Figgine,
el you look:ss if you've enjoyed it,” said Fatty

iggins cliuckled as ho related the scens in Mr. Rat-
olif’s study, and the o lisd eni ‘enlightened - the
Housemaster sbout his dead seo

“The. old e S L by e o
when it/s'been & standing joke 1n e Hous for mouths
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mths and smouthat” chuckled Figgins.
qmm tren‘hlu\lhm‘ Ha, i, b

o

“T4 was

54 Bk wiit bs Isting pretty small just now,
think " grinned Kerr. has any ser
bk puk 415 i 15 ke, bonl T ol secve kb Sigh
iF some Bill Sikes camo along and burgled it. It's old
duffer liko Ratty who start ruas on baaks, and make no

cnd of m
C b bty it burglo it anid Figgins,
Little did George Figgins wish, thus
expressed, was destined fo be eiod, ‘ot whey o cone

sequences”to himself woul

CHARTEY (: :
Exasperatis
Bu Joyel - You are Tookix' rathal down, deak

ur Augustus D'Arcy made that Temark

in_the Form-room pussage the next
"“The Fourth Fortn and the Shell had come out of their
rooms, and it was to be observed that the plump
Tace of Fatty Wynn wore a clouded expression.
“What's the troublo?” asked Tom Merry cheerily.
“Moro trgublo with your dear pe, Craik?” asked

Aonty
orge, if we had him in this House we'd

“Here he is!”
¢ of the Sixth passd them in he pas

age, coming
Te did not glanes a6 the

Tt brom was moody, and. e sizods away-oub of -the
onse, and across the quadrangle to the New House
o appeared to be fully
fo; Crailcs gh o go-by,” said Figgins, “I
thought ho would be a iy S aniie et il
affair yosterday, but ho seoms to havo forgotten it. Of
course, if he goos for Kerr, we'll make him sit up. Awful
clivok 'to think that Kerr was going to.stand him an
estra tea out of s own posket.”

“He doesn’t know Kerr is a.giddy Scot, perhaps,” said
Monty Towiher, S
34 Kerr, Seotemen havo too much sense to

Craik would never pay up, 1o
owes me half-a-crown nlrezdy, and T Kim for it
wice, and. the second timo he threw a boot.at me. That
dsu't tho way to encourago.o chap to lend him any. mors

s H'u) ha! Noj it wasn't tactful,” grinned Tom Merr;
;i Crni€ gt havo i bad Ik wifh his precious geoges
Can’t s sorry for him. If hasn’t senso

m ove
enouglt e esp out of that kind o thing, he dessrves
what he

““Ho s gm«

d that man Munsey s good feod,
L S ek annd Wi sk ma i
“Blessod it L see why. Looks s if he's kept bis Dlessad
watches, but he can’t have done that.
aaid a vord to me about our row yesterday.
expiating  Chandaskoe s e come o
“Then w s his wootul cloud upan tho fat brow
of Falstaft TLowther.

satnors sske

o e in an sl stouy state for
{\ ‘pater e sutndly writen to me tint

p within my allows

Jiaven't Tad an answer yet,” said i
don't mind, bt it's awful 1o s rmy gmng “Witout
stythiag 10 eaf for & whole Dout % & it

o Pl Tabatt ot remittanco to-day " said Figgin
“My pater’s bound to yrite, anyway. I asked him mos
particalarly to write, vou kaow, 4ad it what e
thonght abont the war.” T Bt i & postecript about being
short

ot s sms o e ekt ot
e oy
ut, the war. “We're %‘oing P

)

worried about is this awful famin in cash.”
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“Too bad?” said Tom Merry
there_are_two

qEoatiotinlly.  <But

studies in « fouse always open to

s

for wounded soldiers. T dare

course, I'm vewy pleased to contsibute to such a thing as
at.

say it 15, and, ot

 pon th whole, I'm tykia’ i quistly. Tt e el
1 sincerely twust send him
‘when e Is caught,  They sent: fhat ohap
ow, and he didn’t do neahly 50
wussian junlah
ou know—causin’ & chap
short of pocke
kbl st Moty Towther solemnly. “That must
be mentioned vacmlly “When they’re worrying about what
to,do wih him.”
“ Weally, Lo
Sl e iober f prouns getting up on their
hindlogy and caokling esh about letting him dows
hg!:tly," said Lowther. “But-when i & that
you've heen kept short of fancy o
“ Woall
oy ”
£ You uttal sse—"
Tha
- d you % & tathend: Lowthah ! e Arthur
Alvg\u\‘,lls. and he walked off with his noble nose high in
the

£ S FP © go and see whether there’s o ltter for
sou, Fibgy?" suid Fatty Wynn hopefully:. * There's been.

o pishin this morning while we've been I clasy—
n!" said Figgy. % ou hold out il

Ve, I‘m thinking of tea, really. If there's a remit-
tance, it wil ind at rost. T dou't want to be
worrying .u oot tea.

ernoon about tea.
 Tubby ™ said Figgins.
anyway, ma put you out of your m
F’ . walked across the quadzangle to (e New
House, Tnppﬂr, the New House page, was ia the hall
Ftly Wyan collared kim af once,
o otters tor aa?”
“Ong for Master Figgius,”

Wl have s fook,

ek Rapper: * i in the

iree juniors made 4 rush for the rack. Tt w
sots i pmbnbln ‘thgt A7, Tiggine's lotter siauply con-

fained those views Figgy had asked him for on the
subject of the war. T it way posible that tho old
gentieman had ety houghtful enough to put in o
postalorder. The trio were anxious L

" allo! Wheres that' letter?" exclaimod Figgins,
oot i oo

There were a dozen letters _there, but mone
addressed to Fxggms The three juniors looked at all of
them in v

per must have been pulling ou Ie
crob e et oo hiew Brges
cathed Fatty Wyni.
3 the passage towards
:km, Ho glaaced at them and assed o, and weat into
o quadra

gle.

Figgins & Co., burning with wrath, went in search of

upper. They ‘found him in the boot-room. Tupper
looked  1ittly alarmed a8 they rushed in on him with
forocions looks,

do you mean by i7"
@ (‘hop‘xer, 5
* gasped the

harrer. Dok

“You told m ﬂlers was o mm ) meﬂlo«tmg oo
Tatty's Eull‘ermgs iggin - You knew
were stony, and you'vo pilled our leg. Tou're going o
be executed

2014 on, Master Figgini!

e here

roared Figgins. “Get mo

There is & letter——"

T - v it . v e et
Tupper.
& Lo ety it et Rvis ekt In dhe ok

3 RIJIJNIJ N DI.III GIlllTEST
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(o 3ty hege!” sd Tuppor, T put it there, 1 kagm that
Addréssod to Master Georgo Figgins it was.* I put it
there, Some of the young gents must ‘ave took it for o

o your lif, i thave s realy a leter,
“You s, Tupper:
B erey oket who's, hidden thit
Teiter wad make litto Gay plices of By " said Figging,
ad e o ‘Ln“*“ roam {o.
pnv:hcn o
ack. They

iellows kncw that Flgggn e
etmod that some unleelm o
den i letter

ssibly contained a romittance.
Flggm- #Co, conld fake o joke, bus there were limits.
2 eSpecially, was thnost breathing fre
"Let/n find him,” gasped Fat ‘s find him, and
C e e ARl
mere imn't anything bad enough to 40 to him ! Let's find

CHAPTER 7.
Corn in Egyp
o funiors wero ot of doors, and Piggina & O

A 1L,

o into the quidrangle in searehs of tho
e grastim L okie Thiy ste Don et
Suts sk e ah Taiaion 3t e eve e pon

them truculently.
“Wag it you?” domanded Figglis.
Tedfor Iookced gurpried.
“That depznds," he rep!
Did. y e mnred Fatty Wynn.
% 'nmc ﬂbuendn t00,”
here

“Sa am ach lepends.’
i em»c-ndnk.”w
bt e b more than a joke, when we've heen s(ony o
e, ad wo'ro Tungry for o remittance,  iland it over,
o el susicls you & allheaded! Will you hand i

demandod Tiggins,
St et

(3t dopends on what you'ro talking about.” explained

A% present, T huven’t the fuintet eIt

and you, Il do it with

ame said
“Rely on.m¢, too,”
“Don’t be funny, Jite my leter 1
ant. Some silly ac funny to ¥ letter,
3od L'm going o show it il s o s ok
T ogat i,

o st Ratty Wy,
R R e e Retom
xncvzl Tnew you had o blessed letter.

with & grin; “we
Not. guilty, my

takin nggy: Tetter ouc ol d\e~

“T've had a letter, and some funny ok has taken {E
away from the rack,” eaid Figgins heatedly. * I waut to
cloughter hi | Some funny humorist s keoping us on

tenachonks becayse we'se ey, you kiow

o 'z' wything to emklu at. Perhaps it was
wilier. said Figgine, gla the humarist of the
Shell. el ﬁmmest Sdiat T koo

“Couldwt, have bean,” ‘said Kerr;

Eomther, was
};mg to s after eacca - More ek of

R oy o oo chags?” asked Batty Wymn.
Tnm a0 general shaking of e

wwaps you've ovahlooked it, denl boyi,” remarked
Angustus Dk, 1t i hrwe Slipped beind
o

Wynn. Do you think
T ohouid e 1 ke!g R ont S o itk

ned T “ Hallo, there goes
e e b find i€ beon put back,

¢
iggy. ' hink amybody could be o stony-hesrted

s fo Toop vy pumense e
‘s get.into dinner, Figgy,” said the fat Fourth-

'urme'(; “we'll find Xbﬂ vl“nm, and EBl'n' dim ‘after-
ey
at the wack as you go in,” advised A¥thur
gt X thime 1 i€ sy pob. that yom v vl
oo a
T B
Figgins & Co. joined the stream of New
oo et g fodone Possitle thas,
e e ‘the praciical joker, and
e rim eack before following
s dinbog:room.
d o whoop. of relief.
el o

House jumiors

etter from e it was,
St Sjuare. envelope, addressed 1o ot HR S
is father’s handwriting
"% Oh, good b said Figgine. “May ha ave been boro all

tho tive we've unting for the be: took it,
T e 15 ke e TN fongive heu Waigh.
there’s a remittance in it *
e in o dinner,” said Kere, “ Ratty will worey
. if :

o Upel the letter first,””
ter may have put in ten
P Gome on ¥
Figgins rushed away towards the dining
the Teter in hip land, Mr. o ik was Serystrict
‘pon the scoro of puncinality to meals, and Figgins did
ot want to cateh fhe cold a three
juniors were the last in,
ihey dropped into their seats
Fatky Wynn fixed an inploring ook on Pigging across
ho fable. " For once, dimner did not ccoupy bis whole
Beepts” 1a ve mow whether there was
i ke
med, and opened the letter nder the table

? wrged Fatky Wyna, “your

e s ki s Tiggie & Co, Sarict o F5 i T emvslope Then s grinned sl mora
wnw i dow e quad weut Figgizs & Co. tn  broadly, and held up for o moment = iedies s
T ot it i TR T e it o o nto v
and Clampe and Thompson and Jameson and Kowmi b, good I gasped Fatty Wynn.
o and a crowd more, hnk nobody admitied being A qud " murmored Kerr. * Your pater's a brick,
e praicl ok, dnd evceybody dblaimed o kaows  Figey
Iedg of gy iier. e thie chums ate théle ainser with great content-
st have been sou.w School House ﬂm-nmy, said  ment,
Flion at e ayed javing to Ton 4 "That “ quid” came like corn in Bgypt in one of 4
other duffrs afier ksmu, e you v and o Jan g It i o e ey
st e SEeR Tate oo ok and o e WS TIASE - e el o e 0 the iy over i dievices
lim e i c e e Gy e e e
ik it il b fusy to i e et aftr to.” * ke e manns upon the Tcneics b
O gromesd Baity Wy, *what an awiol il it Fasty Won's piump fsee wor wisatid n niles se
he does he walked ut of the dining-soom with his chums af
RN aw Tiouss tin e o Ll it Hoae, . ikioe
prere i m.;.‘clxm e il idt te wmned, Gl g bl
. dlhncichel) o sing. - Tiey  sippag of vour pater, T oughit it might
at the excited e L X .,E,Hn Sugpypmi .
the Tamily £ aaked Blake, % We Sebool House bounders to tea
OB SOMPANGH - THE S0V FIEND . oTHE waowET TS THE PEMNY. POPULAR, - CHUBIRES,” 1Dy
(i R ooy P ey Sy B
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ot Russia will have & big say I the ulimate susoes
world-wide renown on' account of their feariexsness

ss of the
‘and val>
stion of Itus<ian brtiliery den dashing o

or her zlq;::‘lnli sous have won
rtist Shows in the aBOVe piotare
lon.

now,” exid Figgius. *Hold on a bit, 'm going to read
g odter, 10%ght to, vou Know Fes
Tkt oty ohidhon,” smted Fatey Wysn.
Figgins duitaly reod the letir. Then b loked »
it pussed:
Sthrtlng original opiuions about the war?” ssked

“Nunmo. You read it

Kerr and Wynn read the letter from Figgins scnior.
1t ran:

“*Dear Goongo,~Thanlc you for yout ltter. I'm glad to
see. that you take a deep interest in the progress of the
i s sttt oF wAlGhg o a RectL Toitar ob. tha
subject—

e Sumentat

4 Musi be sarc. thut it " said Figgins thonghtfully.
“ Porhaps he tumbled to it that it was really my post-
st thns s S

“Ha, ha! Perhaps he did.”

Kerr read on

“T advise you, however, to fnllow the communiques in
the novspagers, 'which will give you more laformition

han T possiuly bould.—Your ffostionate fat

“P.§—Your postacript duly noted, Tn thoss hard
s you should make an eflort to keep within your
allowance.”

That was all

“ Doosn’t mention the quid,” said Korr. *Looks as it
he meant 1o send thic lobter without a remittance in it
kb ail, the way h's wonded it. "X auppose his heart smote
him at o T

“Or, perhaps uw nmtcx tackled m. iid Tiggi
|lmnrvhlhnly “ Anyway, ho decided to put in the qu

ook v S A heih Y SEy e

““A-HERO OF WALES!” NEXT WEDNESDAY.

a2 the old sport put in the quid, after all, We're all

about some ginger pop?”” enggested Faity
“Wo ougi to celebrate this.”

Wynn.
ar, hoar 1”

LE

CHAFTER &,

unding Aceusation.

'ER otcket practos. mia.vo% that altoragan
ins & Co. wheeled ont. their bicycles.

Figgins so. Figgins was not n suepicions
tully believed the statement of the gentleman +ho had
entleman nanied L .
"Fhe Fheee cyclists arrived at Wayland, and jumped o
e machines ontsido M. Munsey's sop, in the High
Stre
Ferr and Wynn rematued with the bikes whilo Tiggin
went in for his pin.

in tunds once more, gy
8" ROUND III OUR GONTEST
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a3 ablo to pay the fwo chillings required-—a matter that

el over o days, owing to the sirained
koo ‘markef

Th  Joweller’s shop was mpty, and Figgins tapped on

lass cass on the counter. Mr. Munsey came out of

o hack room, mnd, as the door. oponed; Figgius sww

that ho had a visitor there—Craik ‘of the Sixth. Figgins

fhe doorway, and the

was' there to

atier of the wo gold watches,
expression on My, Munsey s faco seemecd
%o indicate that it was settled wi ST
et Juttar
Mr. Munsey, it I haven't po hv.ven Sbls et ot
owing to—aliem —cireumstances.
Mr. Munsey smiled, and handed Tiggin the renovated
pin. The valuable diamon in e

Snce moro, and Figgins examined it with great sabis
faction.

““Two. shillings, please,” said Mr. Munsey.

Tigging paid tho two shillings and jammed the pin
snto s tie, and surveyed the efoct i a mirror it
20l of approval. “ Good 12 e said. << Tha lone

oren,

vory aoely, M. Munsey. _Good-after

O A sl axw‘phng with o scowl at the
checky funior and eft the jowellor’s shop and
ol bia_dkwms 1o
err and Fatt;
admiration, muck

ol pin_in loyal
i'to Jm gm\hﬂwtmn n{ Gemgb Tiggins.
oks sobly, don's €2 said Figey
< Topping. s
« Rey hlmv" said Tatty Wynn.
& remittance fo-day, T was going to
iamond,” said Figgins con-
e let it go, you know, to Eeep tho

xx bent over s bike, lnnkmg at the valve. Te had
face wway for b moment, as he imagined what
hoight if ho had boen requested
M. Munsey would,
it was ok in his Tine, and
g fo the
e hisd. pu-
it, cer Lamly lus»‘ughent ofer ‘would have een
mce. tely, Figay had not been
that ntad a1z
o New Houso. romouated their
away to im’s ingreat
near ten-time, aud they
e was going fo be a whackin
o ‘gg udy. 16 was agreed S ol i
o q}ma o onld e 2B o
riod of famine
&3 off their mashises at the gates
sikes in

's up!” said

that, lumcthin% was up, Thero
was a_crov the angle; fellows stood in
Eroups, talkinginlow voices, with_excited _looks.

Figgins hailed Taggles the porta
said Taggles
“My FotT But what?
“There's bin a theft,”
raw it ymld" exclaimed Figgins & Co,,

hin's ‘appened fa.your one, Master

with

? enid Taggles stolidly.
"so, as ‘ow comething *ad
udy—some money.”

hmh a5 i g ) gous Towee w4 s M

UL i e e s v ot 5
S 6 Sspcied Yubty that Jou mis. it
said Taggles

Figgina | Tooked puzled

essed i T zee why.” e caid,
‘out on. half] s there?”
£ Tnggglea TR it ok it 20 reply.

Tux Gext Lisany.—No.
ouB goupANiON ¢ THE BOVS" mmn “orwe waawer,
S papens:- ~ Every Monday.

“Nothing mmusual in

“THE DREADNOUGHT,”
Jery Thursiday,

T cupposo Sefton o, Craik's been, wortying again
umwlm atty . “Im geteng fed s them.”
“He was

acil
::§'o it"’ Sefton®” grunted Fxggms.
“on what i 07
in ot once, o

“Look here, what are you Teing w0 oty ysterious
about?” demanded nggm- a little exasperated

Taggles did not new
ickening,” Figgino _ morosel iy, “Some-
B athets Tioine o o ak ek ey e in bk
for once, ton. Taggles, you havd-hearted old xeprobate,
T'se com info a fortun today, and wo're going to have

a
'J"lxglea lonked starld
Good Master Figgins!” he exclaimed.
s stared ot him,

at’s the matter now?” o demanded. “Blessed

20 mysterions a8 the hiavy i
“Taggles, Nothing surprising

ay, is thore?

at
in m%‘ Eetting o mnmma to-

s Gl e sy iy S B
astounded. *What on_ earth ‘are you

a6, Master Figgins,” o mumbled,
t Tepeat wot you've-said to

“you

LTy o ULl Bomeg o o conliion it
** Come on, you c

harind . o

aggy
fh: mm nh\nm wheeled their bikes in. Redfers ran

d better leave the gin-and-water alone, T should

B ot once, T, i

" e, g
Tl ok after it Eva

ed.
e b S
‘"rv.."rw
i n mﬁmg
i the

e

Mentemh the head prefect
his face troubled snd

“Where

So yowve come in af last!” he exclaimed.

unsey's to get my dinm
“1ts been ready for mo m oo &ay s
go.befor W

all, oot 1 Mot
you were stony!” said Monteith, with a very
strangd.look.
Yes, I fancy all the House knovs that,” grimed
Nover was sush ‘drought in eadh:” Wa'v

i
“Yes, rather " Figging

jovially jingled in his pocket
thg chango of his quid.

olling in tin.”

e eng et g2, o oo
o Relling n silver and cippers, anyway;
kmmw o e Piawis, Redfing o1t tabe, yoir

Bighto!  But what's up?

ow'll s
e wonﬂznng, follaved s  Jesa pretecs
to Qis T e Atgustus D'Arey made a_dive

near the New, Hou

b iggay, o
“uffo¥ caia Tieg i
“It%s all wot, deah boy. Old Watty is as mad as @

“THE PENNY POPULAR"  ‘ONUOKLES," 1D,
T Every Friday. “Every Saturday 3



Eyery Wednesdaye
hattah! Pyay boah in mind that we dou't believe &

oty
Daten. liw” sald Dikrey. “Al
beastly lies! OId Wolly 15 mad—mad as a March
‘mean a hare.
oniaith deopioed hia ki on Figgias's shouldar, aad
iasshets bea on Figeins. wox, Lopianiog’ to. wouer
hstber he was ox bis head or hi hecle

body gome
# Vhit on enihs hoppe

“X know it's all

goeped  Figgins.

the doorway of the New House a crowd stare
at Figgins 3 ho ume up with the p He caught
ancering looks on the faces of Mellish of the Fourth, and
Crooke and Clampe of the Shell. Piggott of tho Third
waa grinning. But most of the fellows were looking
serious or downcast or indignant. , Figgins- gazed round
at the circlo of faces, but he hid o

a e hall.

New r was pale, and cvidently furious.

At the sight of Figgius he uttered an exclamation, or,
Tither, o

e has come back, the young reprobate!”
Figging blinked at him

“Here T am, sir,” he replie
£ ¥ou young seoundre !

“Do you want me?"
o aimes e, Hator

iggina's eyes g
“What aro sou clllm%‘ me? How dare you?” he
shouted. onteith; I'm going to tho
1 o v P to

= ..m you young ass!” muttered Monteith.
u tncrupulous young reprobate!” shouted Mr.
Eltchﬁ “Where is the money you have taken from my
Flggml almost fell dowr.
e aaney " e stammered,
 Whero s it
suppese yow're mad,” swid Figgins. You muct
be, it you thiak I've taken any money from your study.”
the

e e e Tomi s Tl
qusdr,

“Mad as o hattah, deah 1.‘;,

Mr. Ratelif glared miad foiony,

“Silence! Figgina, on Wi oppertunity of
‘handing ve mhn, and i

ottt ot i
that eace T will ak Dr. Holmes simply to expel You
from the cheol, But wnless you hand the money back
TR e

Myxggw Trid o poll himeelt together,

He turned to

any monoy been taken from Mr.
study? he ssked.
Mouteith looked very hrd at him.

X0 doss th nld fool think T took 412"
“Slut up, you ye 5
Ar. Rotblif trimbled with rage. He had never béon

called an old fool before by a junior in his House. But

Figgina had never had been called a thief before, ‘and

o did nc ure his words.

el i Housmanter:
2 it Roigs for you!

le ot e wid, Figgian.

‘ve accused me of ltnhng g Well, i 88

Ratolifts

“this " an:
at——

T
“Xad T going 1o the Head! 'Let go my shoulder,
Monteith "

And on Montlth did- nat 1ol gamgeiiammhud

“A HERO OF WALESI” NEXT WEDNESDAY.

#THE GEM ” LIBRARY.

One Penny, 3

l‘HAl’TER 9,
79797971

IJILL lmn o slwuled Mr. Rateliff

a m}. .ne‘ : Figgine
Mr. Ratclifis impre: as: that Figgins was tryin:

to escape:  But {hat was not Tnggms idea at all

was heading for the School

would probably have caught him

but there was a rush of jun

e that, so far, at loast, Figgins'
eferea iy i Shontllos, of Bt
o ith fow exception

“Get out of the
ot

ay " roared Sefton.

at top specd 1o was only anzious
£ gt to the Head. He had an instinctive e upou
ead would sce

Kerr and Fatty Wynn joined him as he ran, and kept
pace_with him

ot me el nar “What's happened,

Fxggy almost stuttered with rage.
“Thiat beast has accused me of robbing him! I'm
gamg to the Head !”

Kers looked back, The New Ilowse
up with a crowd of juniors, and

prefects were mized
cliff was raving

P ood * muttered Kerx. “Botter get to the Head at
oncel  We'll come in with you-better sce it through
together.

# fees rather ” said Totty Wymn.
ety did not even remember i it tetime just

rushed into the Seool o
. fhoy dashed on t., the Tead's stud
rried knock

ran in.
but ko was not sending or
‘Wi a cloud o Lis hro

mmy wmﬂnw e T boon Piggica mads tha wi. broak
a quadrangle.

. Tolmesr: pamted Figgins breathlessly, “I—T~
oD

o, Figpina”
Mr. Ratcli
. Totelit Tas slreads woquainted, mo with, the
matter,  Flugian? i\ De- Holnes Ky e quilly
“Calm yourself, my boy."

Dut e acctles me of stealing, sie
am aware of it.”

hey has heen taken fror

m bis study.”
"Fifty pounds

“You—you don’t

" Jigging staggered.
lone it, sir?”

e L o
mn “that onoe.the matter was placed before tho Hea

U " said the Head..
will be carefully m,mua Jnfor 1 had

The matter
ted Mr.

Batelfl o bring you T e
You were absent, s LA
mad

“T've only just hieard of 7

e e otiing abowt it Fig
“How could T know anything about it,
was the thief?"

r, wnless T

t'is the potnt in question, Figgins.. Mr. Ratelit
:: not mads this occusation lightly.” Thers appears to

Thers can't be, sir

o guppose he's making an idiotis
stk s Figgion, Lol say L sor b oy
s s b e

“TtHed been decent, he youldt nave had it there 2t
81,

™ NIUNII IH BUR GOII';EST.




4 THE BEST 3> LIBRARY ©®~ THE "BOYS® FRIEND" 3% LIBRARY. "fi2'

all,” said Figgins. . “Everybody in the house says the
same
“You must nob speak of your Housemaster,
‘manner, * Figgins,” said the Head steraly.
yourself.”
“Well, he calls me a thief,"” eaid Figgins.
. Rateliff entered the study. He was pale vtk sages

Gl

e ints s bt o sl s ol

Ak, v x6, Mr. Ratclifi " said the Head. “We
o Tato.this matter now. 3

Cerr and Wynn. are ot needed here,” said Mr. Rat-

and Te pointedto the door.

‘yan did not move, bub they looked at the

5" chuine, &ir,” said Kerr
i us szuymﬁ hear what's the matter? We Taow et
Tiggins 15 innocent;’
1o harm in these boys remaining, Mr. Rat-
ciff. T am glad to seo that they have faith n T

and T bnyn it this accusation may turn out to
iroadtul

O bare abea Fldgite 1 Sobuck the sty eipand
o hnul‘u&d ‘Have I-your peemission to telephore for
the police

Dr: e fromned.

Cou are a 1, that it is ot my desive
fo make o public andal st 111 uebapRY matter. - We
decide it ourselves without tronbling. the, palice.”

“®hc money must be returned, sir-
“The money will be returned, or it will be made good.
1t Figgins has taken i, it in baraly likely that ho ha
to au But that is W

Tata: o tne? ain. ¥iggie. piaf simes iy qulsﬁa

and zefleot bofore you answer. You wer

Ragelin a3 s sum m in gold locked up in his desk?”
kaew |

“That b iy.m © s M, gely,
g'mminv hy Figgias, whan' be
ave not Word on the matter
pumbl: ‘that 16 should be’ Knowa.

the New House, sir,” ke exclaimed.

all tell you.
“ehall cnnzmly o, . Figgine,” sad tho Head.
“Ligionts ey

Jmew that Mr. Rateli#t bad had o Yalo lock pué on
cially, andthat he kept the key about him.
ckling sbout it the day he had tbo

s ibterfuge,” said Mr. Ratclift “hggms
knows pertectly well how he bhery was offe

“Pray leave it to me, Mr. " Figgins, the
was not opened—that T Bt opeved
T e o outi ik Misom;of tha aivres

containing tho bag of coin, so that o was able to tako
it from below. it have taken bim como tim

o Bathous gt least—as it ip certaln that it must have
Teon_ done, d nsiog the night,  Did ‘you leave your
dormjtory Iast

sir.”

s gw ddeny; all Knovledge o the matter”

The Head.sighed.

“hen how comes it, Figgine, that son

\y of a currency . mote for one puund
elongmg t0 2, Hatelift?®
Tiggins stared,
’t, sir,” 1o replied.
Dr. Hlmeslulduph is hand.
“The-fact is indisputable,” jie replied; and Figgina
slmost stagered, *Listen to me carefully, Figgins, and
b 7o Mr
thet

Ratcliff” kept some other money in
or along with the bag of coin—several carmency
k.

Tiiree currency motes for one pound cach, and one for
ton chilinge sela v Ratelit acidly.  Thoso.wei
talken along with the gold

ot g

ou st encu ﬁ under the impression
"o Enew {hat the YR
s immediately, hoping

umbers, and his first.

S e sohool hop, to ascertain whoth
elongiig to ad been spending
in gold or currency notes. o found ‘that o
nlmn‘l%ed 2 gound noto there soon after dinner

" said Figg
£t e Srotnied the nihe s 1t zoved to benr
the gumber of oo of the note {aklen from Mr. Rateli's

TR et o S ek 1
aftornoon to ascertain et
the money was safe.”

“Ho does that erery aiter-
nogn, sir.” said Tige

You have, beon spying svic
st wald M, Bl

clhimed Figging fercely.
SPfatars Lors hpere s ey
hinking when- they'vo

For Next Wednesday— i
“A HERO OF § icvosinmis:
il WALES!”

By ‘MARTIN ' CLIFFORD.

cliff, in & grinding
79797, 1 make & careful noto

on the subject.”
“What “have you to say,
Figgins?”
lgging almost smiled now:
It was clear to him that Mr.

Tt's a regular joke Rateliff had made a S

S ip § A Magnificont Story of School Life, § Joiage: ond that it could be

ey specially written for Welsh “ Gemites,” T ey, thut "the fite’ T

“Mr. Rateliff found that the § in order to increase the popularity of § changed was mine, sir, and T

oney Was missing,” resum this journal can prove it. Mr. Ratcliff is
the Head. “It was safe when mistaken about the number.”

IN wALEs. mﬁx;m;l;d Wynn breathed

that the

en during the day. Some
oy must have entered his study
last_night_and taken it—somo
oy belongiag to the New Eouse
was impossible that the

howe  could b entered

The Schaol Story
hence |

o Fourth. Why, § COLOSSAL
tm {{opeu o Xl
3

as been written for the e a mistal
beachl of » Gem® readers

o u rom
Trom s dnmim‘:;y e :s?".'«', lN ENGLAND- “Ver,
nd_efiected bbery.”

‘who did,” said Figgins. § See Page 28 for full particulars of this

“I you can prove
earing a iart.nlzht

prove this very conclusively.
“T can do

inquiries in your Hot
appears that you hud beén short
of money of la

GONTEST !
todsy you_ were_in
* possession of 3 pound note?”
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\ : / ““‘\ l H

elifr..
Tm B o ask him whether Tn'to' pe'Catied's

T Wast are ou ailing me? ow duce |
s ot e ead

mdly tpiaizsthin toen tian to iy sgeing the letter?”
simplo cnough, sir. T I bt resiases to—day
m) Figgins hinded A Tithr st amoe, Dr. Hpitee
iy sny that yous father sent you that note?”  zead it thro
exglaimed . Ral e s il ut 5.0 being anclesed
e

c lotter, Figgins. Indeed, the letter reads as i

A Varefaced falseliood " excluimed- tho New Houso 3
st Turiously. - Holmes, that there js “I know that, sir. He must have decided to put i
st tho sl ghtest possllnhty e et e e i noment, o perhaps. the mater did i
T'am o method i Anpway, ho sent tho n
Mshier mnh fam be sefirvel 1 yune Juns
Figging, T will send him 8 telogram immedistely o
him to fumish tho mumber of tho noto he sent you i

Holues looked at him very har
“You had a lotter from your Tothn: Pgian: Wit b

.n Yol setl i, sin mid Figgins confidently,

my father’s a banker, and ho's awfully caveful

with money. Tm quite sure o knows tho umber of the
Tas Geu Linmany.—No. 36,
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note he sent me. Of course, T never noticed it myselt,

bt the pater always does.”
looked at Eren, that nerid
ntleman seemed to be a little staggered by Figgins'
cvident confide began to smile.

5 That will sotlo the Jaiter definitely,” sald the Head,
I your ., Figgius, you will bo
bt bo getcoly clons st sil suspicion, an
Rateliff will admit that he has made a mistak

ave not mads a mistake,” said M. Ratcliff. “That
is inconceivable. 1 cannot believe for one moment tha
Mr. Figgins wil number of

think my (.um would back me up if I'd
stolen something?” he shou

Dr. Holmes raised his i

at is a very unjust and unpleasant observation, Mr.,
Ratelifl. 1 am quite assured that iggins would
state the exact facts, aud would nover drcam of deceiving

may be afie P < e
7 10 more, Figgins, 1 fel that this wnhappy
matter il be cleared ups 30 far 4 you are conce
3 T ke o e St M siay the
on.

common-room
frri
r. Holmgs rang, and sent the page for Kildare,
eaptain o SL. Jim'h cano i, Iooking very grave,
Kildare,” said the Head, “ Figgins is at the moment
under an unplzman suspicton, and.for

The

his own sake ho
is any oi nity o with
s Dt Sho et Sl T 40 et S oy
telegram o his father. Wil you oblige me by
ing an eyo on hxm GIL T send. for him? W
remain in the Sehoo
s ot o0
“1’ w may 7 with Kildare, Fxggmg
Figgins & Co, et the sindy with ihe cnptain of the
r. Holmes wrote out the telegram to
Figains, and Mr- HatelF vosl B down to the po Lot
with his o where it was promptiy despatched
to Figgy's { Bristol. And very nearly atl St. Jin's
el Tnclouaty for tha Beply.

CHAP’I'FR 10.

" RLL
“Has Ratty bnn it up?”

“How goes it, old soo
many moro A rexs simply nLned on
Figgins in the common-room in the Gus
hang becn paseed round tha that e u:m, ggy
i awarmod in from il quarters, . They believed
ity i Figgins innocence, and e
the same.
Ty Yo Figgins very quist, bt serene and
Sdent,  Figgins appeared to.have no doubt about fhe
Tesult of the mqu\l , bt the bitter humiliation of having
boen suspected in his breast.
“I¢s all right,” Flgguu told his frionds—* right as rain,

as far ns that goes. Ratty has made a fatheaded
mistake

“Yaas; we all knew that, deah boy.”

“Yes, rather!”

“Nobody was idiot nnnugh to think anything
a minute, Figey." wid Tom Merey.
a of us, I'm

clse for
“You never doubted

&xﬂ 1 nnLurnlly should have expeted that youd
wp." he saids “only s not plensant o be

“THE mr FHEND THE Aok
L every Evory Monday.

galled a thiet, even by an old fool who's made o mistake.
¢ losing his money thal.
dy. ’l'he queer thing 3

that it rvn{ly n takon so thore's 3 thief in- the
school com i

ould havo been somo trace of his having got
into the House last night. Besides, how could an out-
sider know about that m
a burglar could

oulda’s haye
out the botiom

cen, canny o
nidy “mathematioal prublnm, said Tigy suppose.
er’s i

dono i

e thre grkes 1 ought tobein circlation. Beast

unpatriotic thing for the old bounder to have gone grub-
o e Might have made

other people as silly and nervous as
i mee e rm,r Toyn

“"Tain’t pleasant o have a thief in the
the lellaw who's -

i e
Ratty’s on a false track,” remarked Jack Blake. *But
what' made the fathend jump on yoo, Figey?”
v the gold in bis study yesterday,

A R e e
it over, and I col-
ted it up off the fio old ass*thought
from that ¢hat 1 was the oaly ellow a ko Touse

knew it was hthe .

“Why, everybod, ly's Taomn it for monthe!” exclaimed
Redforn '-m Jolly soon tell the Head that if he wants.
to

e ;Awhﬂ duffer ! said Tom Merry. “Why, we've
out it in the School House for that. matter.
Weve heard yon chaps joking about it
“Yaas, wathah !
Ko I hat a1 hets  got against you, Figgy?”

o Bt s s mclons Sk tuat b
headed mistake about the number of a note,” said Figgin:
* You remember I had a quid from my pater to-day, and
o chasged it when we o ginger-pop at. Mrs
Togel G50y € o st moss s e Regeion,

¢ same number as one of the motes
umP e et gt ot B A

“Of course, it's a mistake,” said Tom.
the wrong number down.”

mistake for Ratt

. “He's as met

“Ratty’s taken

to make,” said Kerr
odical as o machine. 1
was impossible for Ratty to
ko that, ax Ratty said himecll {0 the

“But e st huve,”

said Tom, with a st
5e Fx,g:

il e able To ot the mumber

ate
-~ « wired to him for it,” said Figgins, “T'm
shut up T e Ratty suspects 1
might wire home, and that my pater might'tell a lie to

as said 80 to the Head. What

Tho rotter "
“ You mustn’t speak of Mr. Ratelifl like that, kids,”

brgke in Kildare of the Sixth.
oy

were here, Kildare,” said Blake.
you weren’t here, you know—Ratty is

. ha, ha !

Lesy it tenfino ! remarked Futty Wymn, e were
going to have study, ‘you ay
be hours before they get an ' answer from Beistol, " OF

:ou"ﬁ{ -.: e not going to leave Figgy. Suppose wo
set
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“We'll have thumping b zead ” exclimed Tom
Merry. A re o ot ot ot coubcn o

l‘)ggns
‘5: m caught on at once. The juniors were
50 lym{n tio with Figging, and w0 indignant againsy
if, that they were eager for a chance 10 display
" their feelings—and Tom Merry'a suggestion was the right

idea at the Tight moment.
iggins was handing out bis ixteen ehillings, but Tom

wmb:rv stopped
this s nkSchnnl Houso treat,” ho said.
to-

“ Yo can
stand your w] tou

and_coin

was s merry tea- {Aﬂy, and every face was merry
ous was Geongo Trancis Kerr's
d as ho was by Mr. Ratclif’s sus.
£ oo et i
laxity. Bub Kere remained in o very thonghttul mood.
om Kerr's silence and thoughtfulness onc.
mvg\w have rupposed that emge Kerr was under

sugpicion, and not Tige

buss Merry at last; slapping
e shoulder " e Sogte e you broweing
on, Kerr, old man?

‘The Scotish Jonior mled funtly.
ST worriel” 5

Apphae Al
1 don't gee ln\tbmg to worr: nbom 7 said Tiggins.
“Ratty ' do less Whew Deg. my pirdon mhes ths
pater’s teleg
err nodde
“Then whatis wen's'mg your” demanded Figg
bout, that number,”

S

They
w0 notes ‘of the same number by
mq' it Tt beats me hollow,

e Figging, © that real
B Ratty's moto

" said his chum
1 cm't \mdnnhm] it.

83
S gt e eling
than meets the eye. 0l Rat

't make mm:lk

00 much, you kirow,
Sulty, you oan Work 1t out a
n‘ one, you make one.

Kot smiled. Althongh Figging
of the celebrated Co., it

the great chief

on the cheerful spirits of tho juniors who he
“But the wire from Figgy's Tather wil settl it,”
said Blake.
“T hope it will,” said Kerr.
But fe st nid Tom Morrs.
“Well, i must, then, if you

said Kerr, “T only
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wish it would come, If it turns out to be a different
number—"

=
“No, T suppose

But Kerr was evidently wneasy. What he feared ho
Tardly knew himself; but he saw more decply into the
matter than the other. fellows, and he felt that there was

o th other fellows, Lowever, the time pasced quickly

“Taby the page put kis head into the common-rooin 36
I apeke to Kildare,

“Ead wants you and Master Figgins, sir.”
--ccme, Flg s/
“Hee ghun & telogram, Toby” acked

o just ‘took a

Tatals there
The Co. followed Figgins. Kildaro did mot appear to
notice-them. Tn the common-room the rest of the juniors
zemained waiting. They oxpected that in o
now it would ke that Figgins’
R mite amounced_that tho
number of the nﬁfd  his son was 7979797, even
- Tuteli would Tave 1o sekmoviodzs et b R
made a mistal
o tapped at tho Hoad's door, and entered with
Tiggins, Kerr, and Wymn. Mr. Ratelifl, standing by the
¢ o dittet ook upon Figg was

Tho Iead sat at his e Tith 8 teegram open befors
him.  His brow was dark, He raised his eyes, and fixed
them on Tig,
“1 have mema 3 xeply from your father, Figgin
“Yes, sir,” eaid Figgins confidéntly.
all today.”
s word

~m Statés m.g T e

raep closed i g
“Reop stendy, old man,” whidpered Kerr

CHAPTER .11.
iyt
IGGINS gazed at his chunﬁ without replying.

o could not speak Tis head was throbbin
oom was swimming beforo his gaze.
febhie ediot Bmg et W oty the Iyt "3Vas

ke mad or dreaming?
S  inflxible now.  With Mr.

Aot te e shie 1o G hesitate wikh b Tothsr, oot fa
sg the old gentloman to seo i through or elag hoping
Fhat his fa p further investigation.

i oice Was very deep—*you

seho

o, gt Sous e
*IOT sto.” stammered Figgins, trying to pull bimselt
together. “I-T don’t understand it,
You stated that a one-pound note was euclosed in
thg Jther from your father

“Your mrm states that 1o mote at all was enclosed
in the letter.”
T don’t understand.”

i wordiag ot the lettix Sou  showed mo Tears out

@™ ROUNDIN OUR CONTEST.
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your fathor's satoment, If i needed it. Tt iy clear that
our faf send you a remittance at all

had asked him for & remitha ance, and in reply o arioed

u to keep within your allows to your

You

looked wildl
't know anyt
Be mutgexce brokenly.
1o it possible, Figgins, that you thiuk of keeping wp
e “nseloss denials, hon your gt is proved by SOk
iher's own evvaﬁo; =
My quitt’ ssid Figgins dusedly. <My guilel I-1
Sulak T s be Galng sy 95 e the Pl
' one-poind soto Ta 1 levtes, waskct thore, Keres:
“Yes,” said Kerr stead
“Mr. Figgine states that there was not.” said tho
Head.

; at the Head.
sbout M, Ratelif's money.
hould T kuow about it

Figiins passed s hand over his burning forchead
“T-T soe hie does,” he said; “ I can’t understand. Thero
was'a note i fhe lotbor_TKerr and Wynn know it. Kerr
saw me open i
¢ Figgins wao i St bt 1 ot Simined table, sir,”

said K 0k the note ont of the lotter.”
Fie opeires to-an sa- Lo Aescivo o oo said, B
Hoad sadlye” “Douides e iad S eI e fisnd
‘wishied o deceive you, my hoy, as you knew

nm "o had o moncy, and he had £6 4conint Tor Naving

“Perhiaps Kerr is prepared to state that he actually
sa the note in the envelope,” said Mr. Ratelil bitterly
tid not falter.
ins opened it under the edge of the table in the
dining-room,” he_ said. w the note in Lis hand as
soom s he fad opened the Tetter.”
Tt w emey for him to muke it appear that he
g F B e Mum Kerr,” said the
up) o said Kerr qmu, it
mgm ‘Were that Kind of chlp But the noto was in the
lotter,
How can gou lnow, &
seBocaneo Figging
The Head sighed.
“Your faith in your m.na doss you credit, my boy,” h
said. “But son see that.Figgins” fther sated that he
sent no note, You do not dg
Toling et whsc ooela . s s s
1 OF oourse noy v, M. Figging says that ho it ot
pte ot into, the Totery and o hi did mot, 1 sup
Bub there was a nnbz g lotter. when Figgins opened
i, beoanse Figgina

aid | oo, i zepliod ezt

B , Ko, Pleaso say
L e Fou reveal
b i mm,x} el ‘
Figigins burst into a harsh, savage laugh
1 fon't know anyihing shout s rotsen mo

aun't uue‘" e shouted. “I'm not a thief! Mhat's s

Thats al 1
know youw're not, Figgy, old man,” murmured
Wyun. “They can say what they like, but we
Tnow betfor " Thie' plump’ Welsh junior w

" Dut his faith in his chum mever

Totten shame! We know yon're all

rick somewhere—someliow,” said
“T felt all along there was
1 know. ‘trick of so

Dot
(e baegen Bl touth
ehind, now

“Hrat. will do, Kere " sad tho Fead shaeply. " Even

Figgina, T presume, will admit now tha the note he
ehanged with Mra. Tagglos was v Rateli's proporty?”
noan
ion g Bove FHEND. o THE wanker
vory Every Monday,
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“Tt—it Tooks lke i, sir,” stammered Figgins. “But—
but how did it get info my ltter, then?”
it ada e e Not w
p the samo

 uless you confess; T
e police?” he dsked. .
‘to what I've not done " said

:p‘wne, i asked Mz, Ratelil, looking
.nmm’mgb at_the
R wettor
T g elnotant to allow the matter o ga o far,” o
“I will givo this wretched boy time to reflech on

£ I
save a dreadful scandal.
placed i the hands of th police. Take Figgins away, an
‘placo him in security.”

Figgiia wee: dase
the New Honse master led

i fo0 1o e Blixiua s
triumphant reception on his acquitial.
But the chieer that trembled on their lips died away in
low murmur at fi sight of iggins’ tricken, haggo
fise dpiok sbnmtce ot honits

gy o hat's, the matter?” exclaimed Tom
Merry. “Flggy, fm't it all rightts
Figgins gave a bitter laug] h"g

SCh B gy £ e it SKoe e S ity
anyway. The say Tm o fhiet, nd T go

kicked out ot e

jut—but, your hthn

Rateliff_broke
4 M. Roielift

In his enjoyment of
PR e il e

threo pounds ten ahillings.

e i T v ot Bigpinnand

Tow lm-nmy . Jim's Tind condemd i acchoer.
w ho had striick now was a solace

Tigging' father, in
ead’s tetegram, declases
emittance in his letter,
O

reply to the
t e did mot send Figgins

q Mrs. Taggles was
ot p e
oice of handing back what e

ng.

Figgins followed is Housemaster without a word,
the juniors were_loft looking stlmnedAdumhl'oundgd
Five minntes Jater, Geor locked up in the
P e e T R
of his father.

An urgent ielogram was immediately despaiched fo Mr.
Figgins, and, later, there came a reply that the Bristol
beslis orld axeive ob the mihol G460 seaninge

Tn_the punishment-room Figgins remained alone. Ho

in, and for some time he was left to himself,
u the bed in a dased state, incapable even of
{hought. Tho blow that had fellen upon him had mumbed

"TF was dlear that the note o Tad changed in the

shop was ould not doult um
ldee g R e m.
How could a Souts hi s, or doube thak to hed
Tied to hide hm g\d.ylt,’ He felt that he must go mad as
tried to thi o 1ad that stolen note

e ssibility, and
Tiggine tolt that bia e hun as o strore to
“hink i o 12t dumb, mumbed, in despir. Tiow
"Sould anybody doubt s guiler . Weid.he Homs

Soulbit bickovidemcn siint Amopaerh: Ho folt, i

e fu some strange aberration ef mind fhat had
left 10 redollection behind it, done this thing?

o B ot
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ible?
t was clear!” His own chums—could they

Deliove him inngcent? Could they? How could they?
8 prantedciands 08 thought,

“He started fo his feot as he hoard the it top o0
hm d loor. He ran to the door, his heart throbbi

i eied s tap. There came a whispering
oo from without—a voice that whispored wndes the
dom' o Fx‘ggmk ot s et e

i

*eep y Ker w

R T T it sobibed e words. *Kess] You
—you don’t believe—

n be an ase, angy' came hack the retort. “We
Kaow it all = ay a minute, or I shall be
spotted here. mz m Your pecker up, 1t a trick—n
oty triek; 1 HE o, - Baf. T kuow you'se
imnocent, Figgy, nnd T'm going. to get at it somehow.
Keep your peckr

il ety o
Kert had gane before s chum conld v
Kerr,

en poor, old Figgins en
ith some knoity amuuny, Kerr had set the matter
ight in & moment or

Kerr's keen wits wero at work, nd the knowlage of
hat comforted Figgins. But even Kerr, how
penetrate e darkness of
could he do it? iggy’s faith in the sagacity of his
it was preet, aud Horys whispered words under the
door had bronght balm to his tortured heart,

CHAPTER 12.
+ Does Some Thinkiny
ERR sat in his study. The Scottish junior sat in
the study armchair, his hands driven decp nto
his pockets, a decp wrinkle on his brow.
1o xSt
Fatty Wy sat astride a chair, his fat arms resting
on the back, his plump chin resting on his arms.
Jalching Kerr's face. There Were signs of tear
Totty :{hlmgc‘n adee gty ot 3
His chum xgguumla:\ u ilty of » base o
nthe et e

from the schoa
Testored the stolen money.  He o

Diad never taken it.
taken it,
His conviction came from s warm, logal- heart, ot
srom his hea
For the “Samu o oo‘nn:)\n; ve.
od,a nfo belonging to the sun stolen
fromt ot Tute That was established: Ho had stated
(B 1 caiga-to him in & Jettr o s fotbesr aod Meh
tafher denied having st m & wote at all
e crus
A1 The school knew nm‘ i had becn fored to
thie_inevitablé conclus nd said
nothing. Clinon i Thele mieabie lookn

Fatty knew that ho had mever

w could they doubt?
‘Al they could hope was that Figgins had doue this in
o moment when ho was ot liimself—some moment of
mental sborration. . They would sather believe that e
was ma hat he was a thief.

that Bo bad done inhs cond-doubt

a
qhody belleve that there had been & note-fa thi
e Sl b oen futh dasind P Rt Sl ind
ther who was fond and proud of his son,

pre
e had been little talk on the subject. The feilows

““A HERO OF WALES!” NEXT WEDNESDAY.

#THE GEM " LIBRARY. *

' One Pennys

pospected the fodlings of Tiggine chume,
Mellish,in the School House, hiad i

still they must be un
shudder, that to doubt, Figey's

oonday. Yet e hel
. rather doult the evidence of his serses than dons
Figgin

¢ was a curious expression of almost dog-
nmn, on Fatty Wynn's face as I .
uailed Figgins’ faith in bin. Kers
Tatty Wynn did not venture to speak. ~Silence reigned
in the study. He sat in a state of utter misery, waiting
for K to spenk,
yas thinking hard.  He had need to (hink hrd,
For, if Figgins was innocent, the mystery was one that
ight hays bakied s atnad deuchva
For a whole hour not a sow Jroken the ilence in
tho study, savo the dull ekt ot the
s tae b e ik o foss, i eyes
d face,

e learing

uuy Wynn start
1 sa

e b, Ty ey

sn’t, speaking to you, Fatty. T was speaking t
m)ueli Said Xerr, grinding his “Fool! Idiot!
Dolt! Why:dida't T think of it beforer*

EEE)
=

- ¥y
\Wym's voico broke. 1T say, Kerr, it's up to you:
\u.. vo got to get old Figgy out of this
fenched his hands,
T enew thero was some trick,
1 knew old Ratty hadu't made o mistake
e note.  Figgi e e i

- n bbut Ratty’s note couldu’t have been in bis letter,
Ker
& u

“Oh, K
et Jou belire Eigglns Fatty
“OF course T do,” said Fatty Wymm indignantly.
W, then, you must beliovo that Rstty's note was in

his letter.”

Fatty Wynn gro
17 oo °T4 was mm

Only—only it couldn’t have been, you

Kerr gave his i passionate look. Fatt

Wyniwa loyally standiag up agAinst tho evidence of his

ses, and deliberately stating his belief in an
impoability. Loyalty to-his chum could not go much
further than

was in his lotter.”

I right if Pigey says so.

e caid Fere auietly.  “We take F
‘But Figgy's pater, of
e ke

wond or hat
i there a Bristol.
letker got her
O T s
Wz
“We saw Figay open the letter, you know.”
en"sad Xerr, with o forco uap of b tecth;
it 1 bt e, howling idiot, T shoi
1o tBink abhout 1 Tor an hour. Don't you remember what
happened:to Ahat letes Detore Figey got it out of tho

“and
o needed

“En? Oh, that joker, whoovor he was, B for hait
hour, and then put it back in the rack,” said Fatty
lm hought i 'was some sily practical oker,
“But

The thief
Fatty s siared u h.m Dlanily;
“Don't you see?”
Fatty made  hopeles
“Tubper told us the lets -r was ¢ n the rack”
i LibRARy.—
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4T found i liad beon token away. ' When wo came in fo
dinner wo found if thero all was gone in less
our. "WWho o took . TWho'd want To buke 13

o stammered Fatty.
o put Ratty's note

ut why showld he w.m ‘o give away a noto bo'd
Kerr?” And—und, besides,

“Fathead | Haven't you. eyt Beard of o opening an
envolopo with steam, and. closing' it again?” smapped

err.

“on

4That was how it was done, of course
“But—] Wby mhoant the hiet give

o et et o 16 night, and
scofted Ratty's wioney.  Well, 3a soon s Jt was found
out, there'd be a row—as ther¢ hus been. Do

the’ thiof wanted to be bowled o must

bear a close investigat was only one way
of Leel‘hmg imalt Mo T wat by feing T o some

muttered Fatty Wynn.

o kiiew we_were b

ixed on vou, Fatty, ox on m

- 1is gmdeﬂ on which of ya eceived & i, Look o

ind to plant one of the stolen notes on somebody,
saspicion off himself. He sces a letto

Tack addrosed to Figgins.

sexled up again, and looking all right. - See?
(T say, ho would have

the same. ally, expecting o remittance,

ghonld't kave been surpried'to find

Totter. It was

t thero, wo sHould have given it

el o) : property, and then it
would have been clear that it w om us. We

A

Kerr, T—T think yow've hit it.

it 4u the tuckshop,
out of i
“IX sy,

‘after that there was o orawling.

But—

but—
“But what?”
“You can’t pro
“That's the nuc i e hap-
peied,” said
*Tou see, the chap won't keep the money abovt him,”
Wyma, OF cours, if tho ofher notes weo
"The other motes are bumed long ago,” said Kerr.
« a» oulda’t bo idat smongh fo keep. them, or to try to
¥ ok the miotes
Hlong with the ga|d wlth the mmu.m of plaating ono of
em on snmnko 56 to clear him

“But ho t
“Of course he did, ass. If he'd taken qalyone, and
feft the olheri. it might base. been gacsed what. ho
wanted it for. 3
e

SP e bt G hatact i of e liint Bl

Kerr. e would't b imbecile enough to keep them
Tux: Ga Livuany.—
o Soupaion Tz ..wn D, THE MATHE
vory Monaay, By Honday

" . “THE DREADNOVOWT,"

How 0N
SALE.

in sxistenco. s for the gold, of courdn, gold can’t bo
aced.”

"ty Tynn gase a groan.

“1—T thought you'd got on to something, Kerr, but
this o no good.  What's the good of working this o
we can't prové anythi

“T'm not, stopping at Fihat, Fatty.
find the thisf, - Kow
em

The next step is to

9

F.m Wynn shook his head.

* Dou . Kerr. T can’t believe it of anybody.

1 R s so, a0 yonrel maekun 1 oot su thmagt
e so, m—h iy

it is,” rosus

but ho woulda't Have doas it e b

It must have been somo chap who was in

 for money, and Ratiy, being  ily fool enougstokeep

2 arge sum da.gold in.tho hanse, it the idea inko his

hend. Hy wonldi't-have dured o bteal motes, But he

“is o awlul Taseal,

o & b
figurod it out that gold can't be bt
R e Some chap who

o in diffenities for money-—some chap who wanted &
good sum.
oy Tt means some chap who's been betting,”
yum sagely
“Bcactly, Other fellows get into debt, but ot to the
extent that they're driven to A fellow wouldn't

eaid

steal to pay for a new hat, or the hire of a motor-car,
or ' now bat,  It's somo fellow who's been n an awful
fix, owed s largo sum, and there is only one wi

follow.could got-in such a etting. That natrows it

e 1t wasn’t a juni

g mm b
o o o, Ffors—tellows ik Lesison over the

eyl B Wing, Bt hoy wauidare he x large

Suipa. It much more Tkely to be a senior,

kuow there aro ab least two-seniors in this House o

i Setton and Cruik”
Botk ekt B A s Mipns
unﬁé{ thom owed money, and coRlda’t pay

a sum of

bt hat's only suppoeing,
c e, You'zemember 3¢
seg CRAL yeatordny, and you romes

£ that it

Mnsey coming o
mber that lotter.
m;dnnly about some watches he'd Tad on

nod.

“Craik

‘B
“ Bocause_they FSE ny Bngs i vy b
ad thom from’ Munae: i soncy on them; he'd
sold them to pay a gnmbling ol hoping fo seie the

.y~ You sse, when a fellow’s
U g B a0 nyhing rathos Chan g ndex

But—but he could be sent to prison for doing a thing
like that," said Fatty Wynn, s eyes opening wide.

money later to

“Of coursa ho could, and that would make him ready
fo muid Ratty's bug of coin, and to put 1 on Tiggins o
Koep himacli

SReaod heavens” murmured Fai

“Why did Craik lot Munse du i tor e watches,
sven to'ths extont of coming Here to demand them ba
Oy one Toason, he'd parted with hom. Tt was o trick
o fuce money, elhng them 5 approvat, Bt o ha
1o pay Mu Tvo worked it
out; Fatty, Cha A L

yorked i bt Grol. Lowk ekt ey 6 ooy B3
Joweller.
“Bub ‘you can’t prove it, Kerr”

20 et vl over it onimri oy 108
hgigy, diamond pin. - Cralk was thore,
‘pariour.

“Yos, Figgy caid oo, But—bit you can’t traco 55]4}
Eorr; on sovercign's the samo 1s mmother,

“But if Craik paid a big debt I TFatty,
that, sattles his Hash, if we can prove that. Gold it

i paony posuLAR;

“onuoces.”
ey Thurstay, o P, Evary savurary 3

‘Satardny
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lentiful nowadays; everybody uses curremcy motes.
And dargesuma e aimays paid in ol

][ Crail , thirty,

Yo prove’ whero he g

‘lheu s oy ono place ke could have got it from.
110. Wynu's face lighted u
5 ’.; s only true; Kore!

or fif nuns«
v ity pou

But—buj how will you
gy a asking him,” eaid
ng oser o Munsey's ind asking bim” eai

e g o b feet. o
Tho gales sre looked, und Munsey's sto closed Tong

528 lives hind the o oid Ketr, <und Ll hsvo

im by tho Hair of bis head.
it Does i smongh i TR e
cent,_man. Besides, he'll havo

him a sum in gold today be will
ugh to prove s e innocence, o
fox o confederaie.

ot  everything, od chap.”
ou—you're golg out; then?"
“Yeo. Mind, not a word, Fatty. T i
i .em resh. If i
Lm going to havo Munsey hero by
b fime m iy father arrives 1f T oan Kerr stared
ohim. What the dickens are you biubbing

9
£
=
2B
g
g

Uhout, Ftty
cccan’t help it,” sobbed Fatty. “Juet to think
that old Figgy will be ceen through afier all, and—and
done it, and—and I never thou
o Cheais 3Tk o 0y et
rain
ited the study.  Fatty Tym was eft alone, but
T otk d Kerr, with his cool.
e A Siler ot e e comectiy? Was

fens ol riasen

eed atter Ny
YRy

CHAPTER 13
Light at Las
LGGINS rose o W Toct  she oo o the pumish-
mentroom oper
Ratelih stosd before him.
“ Bollow e, Figginecs he soid coldly
‘my father come

Head, and T am about to

e
Vs was watting .t 1.»1 A b ra 1o Fxggnm
T W e whered. e e
track.
Figgine” face lighted wp.
anks, old m; g 5
S um‘ Hov daro vou s to
! Take a I lines,” said Ratcliff
hiy; and r,mm e s e
«h« dark quadras
(hey o  Sflencs 14, the Seheol Houe
M ey st fhem s 6 v it evn-
iug, but not yet bedtime. _Figgins kept es steadily
bl hiim:-snet et creol ﬁe foliowel
Mr. Ratcliff to the Head’s rtudy, and they e

4 EindiyJooling old gentieman was seited ¥ fhase, and
o xos0 a6 the New Housemaster came in witl, Figgins.
ul:or;owl e was fized upon tho boy's face.
“Father !

ed i it eyoe a8 be.saw the expreasion
on i kind oldgentleman
poocived o torbte o o B Sk oyt e

“oiyon think T did it, father?” puited Figgine.
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Health und Economy

= v,y F

P
e e
e

itworth, Ltd. (Dep? 331) Coventry
Be Wil St e

oy 538 his father miscrubly, * you do not den
[iie S e G i > s
No. It was ek
“My boy, you Aok Sayech Dz, Holmes i HAlers
that statement.”
“But you belicvo it, father? You know
thier oot gy, Abiost Sty
thst your own ton i3 hiel, Tather 17
“Heaven holp me!” said’ b
evidenco againgt you would wn\mt
matter were taken to o
e bl R e
ot blame Dr. Holmes; the evidence is too convincing.
*® But T cannot believe b
gt
el for

T'm not a
“You can’t believe

ther. {f‘cto‘rgp[ &m
+ you instantly i this

BT teet for
ou. T assure you I feel for you in this very
Situntion. But'T cannot listen patiently while ot
are oxpressed of th of ‘this wretched ho;
expect you to wse your influence to make him give up
st be as stolen. Otherwise —
¢+ Tho loss will be made good,” aaid M. Tiggin
will -m. out a cheque for the amount at ance.
did not take it father
ci trying to belleve ume
But T m ¥

41

o did nob take it, my boy.

ou “have. anytiing. o
tvnsclenr-t 1 L R confesion.”
tes n tho old gentleman's eyes as he spole.
S T
T had_an !lung to_confess, father, T4 confoes
But I havent: Ratelil's mote oe wve been
in,my letter, but I Sdou't ow it bame 2
(/Did you open the Tetter yourselr?

(1t was not o
N

ed beforo it came into your hands?”

Hia faita in

ghed. s being
e gt Ratclit “ias making vei
wldenb ‘movements of impatieace. Dr. Holmes i mob

"1 will ot trouble your patience. any longer, Dr.
L at the evidence

Tl £ s B S
of ‘the evideice . Rt i, T wete omk

1 cannotsay how sarsy 1 sm for this, Mr. Figgins,”
iho Head, deeply moged. - You  alwass
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more surprised

sppeaed an excellent character. T was
dise

and shocked than I can express at this dreadful

covery. 1f thero were  looplilo of doubt, T should ot
Tave boen convinced. e s none—ione.”

e frath will como.out,’ said Figgine, in a frm
voice. “T am imocent, and it will come out some day.

e : d rted it of

The door oponed, and Tigging started at the sight o
Ko of the T 1‘" v, Hatclifl trowned nngnl

i oots ate? 0 btk Yo your
Hotos at mebr
err did not heed. into the stud:

He cam
I1ff, Kerr?”
i l'\e come here
something to to quiely. “ir
Tiggins, you e b piad 1o bets whot Lo g0k to say:
Jope ou know already that I, for ote, never doubted
Tiggins for an i
Thero are some who still believe in my son.”
“I thank you,

said the Head.
becates Lo, gob

su5 thn b pnlemas, o ¥ ved yoice.
my I
YWy and Toas
iy &, s itinacy nd nonsense,” broke in Mr.
“Kerr, this insolen
ey innocent,” aid Ken. ‘without Tieeding his
‘Housemaster.  got that out before
e Jeftr ¥ oun prove ¥
“Prove it!” etammered Figgins.
Yo, prove it
(ow dare you say so, err?” exclaimed Mr. Ratelift
amom\t!\v Tt you do not leave’ this study at-once,
will-

“Kerr, old man—"

iusist upon Kerr speaking,” exclaimed Mr. Figgins
mdlgnnnlly B e hiag. Lo a7 in_ fhious

n, L in mm “apon its being heard. T appeal to
ki Undn\xhted\y 7 said the Head. " “Pray oy proc
ofe yas put ino Figginy
letter arrive

ettt before
e e we

at morni

T You  remember, Figgy? -We
hought at the time it was a joke on us, because we wero
hasd u wclous about u remittonce. Bt T
Know tiow. taken for another reas

oot vy Shosats it s .g.m o pot pack 1t he
Tack with the stolen note in it.
nonsense I” said Mr. Ratelifl
e cau prove that the muz was taken, sir,” said
1, addreaiag the Head “Tifty Fellovi, af lesst

Lnnw that Figgy and \V3 ﬂ 1 we mating for
the chap who took it.” We can pmv: hat it wu in some-
body_else’s hands for half an_hour
F.ggm Tn that timo tho stolen note was put into it
1)»] w‘u oo to put suspicion on Figgius, to keep the real
thie

ciroumstance dan be prosed, it certainly raises
ndm\bt." said tho Fea
14 is already proved; e, Tateif, that ot beides
Tiggins now v in you
‘nestioned Monteith on fhat poiat.

ag o you ac
" Craic of tho Sixth* said s e ety

 Howe You grounds for this, Kerr?” eaid-tho Head very
gravely.
Sead for Craik, sir, and you will see thiat I can prove

“Utter nousense ” ropeated Mr. Ratcliff.

repe:
e m. “bay Craik being sent for,” said Mr.
Tiggins, good name is at stake, Mr. Ratclifi.”

seng, “wud Toby, was despatchied to the
Now Touts ot OBt of err_stepped to
Tirgins. whoss rugged faco was foyous.  He squscsed
Keres dom ectaticaly.

“0n, old man,” murmured Figgins, T had
fesling all e time that yowd get me out of this, You

Heaven grant that it is s0,"

said M3
, it wad silet. i Hoads face
36
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was very sonibee. Tho door apensd at last, sad Crak

[ tneasy. Ho hiad told himselt, as
e crossed ng to fear. But
his miserable hoart” was quliog “Within him, 1o spits

f s assurauces.

~you ent for me, si?” stammered Craik.

“Yes,” sa fead.

"xm T e 3 wives and icioulote accusation
against you, Craik,” said Mr. Ratclif. “Have no S
kat ]u-tne[wlllbe] e

an wely_upon you, sir, and upon, the Head!

"“!I)Inz % dp?‘
 night” -md
hree-

i Crak sy

o1t luxdly aecssary: but, a6 a uatter of form, you
‘Cel‘tnnlv sir” said Craik, trying to control his
soiee.” “1—T deny it1” 1t i a—irah infamous fasokood,

"You spoke of proofs, Ferey said the Tesd storaly
“Unless you have some to offer, you will be punished
very soverely for making e scsatation”

o v hat, e, It Tigging leaves St. Time T
want 6o Teaso with bim,” said Kerr calmiy, “but T 6an
prove what T sey 1*

“You young liar !” hissed Craik.

ot eall ampwor my auestions; sir: Has he had
. oum of gold in bis hands Loduy-and it ek

v nofbing) about it Xerr; whetler e

s, i
"aaid Craik. “My stady is
ik it neccesary. Thave 8
y gv money, willing
on-—in fact, 1 =Rl

“You haven't u large gum in gold?” “aid Kerr.

k v
ko o avent e it today at all?
o

Very well,” said Kerr, “T say you have. T say that
rlvlthm atfernoon you had more than twenty pounds

E"’

“AmT w Toten to thie, sir?” bo aa sked.

4 You deny Kerv' statement, Craik” asked the Head.

« Abeolutely, sir 1

“Tio denies bhat e as had as mch a5 tmenty pounde
o to-day, sir,” said

Where on earth should
1 guk Eventy powsds In gold fromp This is 0 silly trick

o put liis friend’s guilt on me. If he eays he saw a sum
58 Eoli s ray posecsston; e e lying

“You Jare not yet produced your proofs; Kerr” said
the Head grinly.
% Graik Fas s fhat fos e, sir,” said Kerr coolly.

“Ho s dovied having in Lis possesion a sum of gold
more u.-n ‘twent; . T can prove that he had >
 mean (0 say that you
o to. ouy. hint ka Jaid 2 debe
e day of of u;my pounds, and paid it in gold

Cr: mk
for suj
" Catm
liero believes
oy

staggered, and cought at, fhe back of o chair
jport. His eyes almost started from his head.
yourselt, ka T id M At N e
siatemait.”

“p 1

Kers pitilely. *Lhave i e
in the next room, where I asked him to

wait.”

Terr stepped to the door.” There was a dead silenco
« THE pENNY POPULAR,"
\ ey ¥

ouuoRLEs.*
Friday. Evory ol

‘Saturday 3
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i the study . Croik s

into s o

e SRk Moo
i, hio sup
e Sty iollohed by Br. mmmy.
‘l'he Wagland Joweller wap looking very flustered.
“his is Mr: Munsey, the jeweller of Wayland, sir.
" said the Hea
“1 thank you for
, to help us clear up thia matter.
Craik, paid you @ large sum

This afternoon, sir,” Mr. Munsey. hirty
AR hope you fully
elieve that X Lad not the faintest suspicion that the

ot his own, until Master Kerr told me so this

No one doubts your honesty, Mr. Munsey. May I ask
for what Craik paid you this large sum?
< For oo gol watbhe iz

two gnld ~watches/ from you?"
AR e
said Mr. Munse sy £t rily. A l'nrtmﬁhb igo

to sce some watches, aud

ity
Jounds in gold. T was naturally surprised to Teceive &
large an amout in coin, but hie explained that he had
borrowed it, a sovereign here and a sovercign ther
suang Ls sehoolfellows.”

aik had buried his foce in his hands. Mr. Rateliff

aik.
Where did you obtain thirt
in gold to pay to Mr. Munsey?” said the Hea
1 do mof forget that you have just deried hmmg had
any sum in gold in your hands to-day.  Cra £ have
you to say?”
The wretched black sheep of the Sixth groaned again.
SRR v s s G s iy

P hiuk nothing could be clearer,”
face was very bright now, “and this boy, Kerr,
Jas praranied o terrible ‘injustice being.done,
e K from the bottom of g hoart” said the
that Mr. Ratelifi thmks him, too.”

said Mr. Figgins,

m Ratelf goo

en, yoa," o stammered, et ap

Craik & guilty. -1 am sure T am gln
I astounded

had the. ey opmmn bR e

utter young scoundzel had better

ears that—that
that the truth

t do that!
Dr. Holmes, "don't let him send. for tho. police ! Tlis

B e bat kLT sl b
sent to prison "

“ s you nc}lly deserve " snid the Head, with indinant
om. 1 could i vo belioved aiyoue hgmlty of
Sich: Basences. . You confess hat You sfole the money
from Mr. Ratelifl’s desk? o4 z

7 aned Craik.
ave you done with the remainder of it?”
10T ura ‘he neteny snoupHing: ok Tt put i

“A HERO OF WALES]” NEXT WEDNESDAY.

LIBRARY. “One Pennys 23
Figging'letter|” muttored Craik,  «Tho-—tho rest of the
ia hidden in the old to stor
to_plac il
Setoaar sud 1hs Hosds

tone of wandering hor
(T was afeaid of peing found out. An
5 vhosky youny cat i s kol T
fhero was lis loter in e Tack, mnd 1
hard-up and expecting  romit
Aud—and T was bu terror of besng fownd out, and—

Hls poics died away in v moan.
“Take Craik back to the New House, Mr. Ratclifl,
Slessol? He il lasve.the sehse) by tho frsh train 2t
Fhe morning, and s father Wil dgubtiess make. goo
T koo {ie tode e, Ui iies it 0 the
“lnduubtedly" s0d M. Rotelif viowaly. + Follow
Craik Touse master paused for a
.:.}gorry you have been suspected.”
rose heavily to b Munsey
s b oo i okt o Ve Y ol
desk.

“There is the thirty pounds that was paid to me,” he
said: -~ shall look to that boy's father for payment
fog the walales

T for payment of uotes for two pounds ten
shillings which . {his - abnadoned s
destroyed,” said Mr. Ratclifl, taking
Tuggles will also-expect payment of sovercign for the
Ajahs e

“TII pay that, sir.” suid Tiggins. 1t wagi's mine,
Cough | um.gm it was. D've got sixtoen bob—I mn
shillings—left.”

left the study with Mr. Ratelif, The wretched
black sheep looked as if he could scarcely drag one foot.
after another. Mr. Munsey, still looking very flustered,
teokeie Toore, the Hoad Harking Mos vizaly for (i
s shoolk hands with
en times, while Figgy was shaking

o liead grovely, *1 g you vl

e e T

b hare preovented a very gmc m]\uhcc ey
one.  You have ‘Stown aci 00d sense

o lad of your e e

b3 . 1 hope yuu il accept my hospitality
o i nigBUE enid e courteously. ins,
ders ay youe trends will o giad e m o
to tell oum

isiios. st ot A,\n(ied the stndy, . They slmosk
d down g the end of tho passage
they found Fatty Wyun it st
eager, o ad seen Grak pass with Mr.Ratelifl, and
guossed that it wag ight.” But at the sight of

B e oo

“All serene?” he gasped
as rain ! rmd

gins, gging his fat chim.
¢ Right aa giddy rafn| An it. What a stroke
IS i Fave'n ity Soobtmaa . tha Tesplyicnbnst
Hurray 1 yelled Fatty Wy,
& swarn of School House jumiors

to ingaire
joined in and” made it

row was aboit; they
rangle rang out with

u
1.,“au, and the dusky old qua

s & Co. were marched into their House shoulder

famous eyeglass in wild enthusiasm. _And among' the
many happy faces he brightest was that of tho Jumior
Wiip had b v by s
T TXD.
Qioxt Wednssday ve areat
“PIE GEN Linrary will

Wynn or St. Jim's.
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THE FIRST CHAPTERS OF OUR GRAND NEW_SERIZL STORY.

THE CITY OF FLAME!

The Opening of our Great New Serial Story of Thrilling Adventure.
Speclally Written for ““ THE GEM ** Library,

By ALEC G. PEARSON. -

THE OPENING CHAPTER

rold Mackensie and Jim Holdsworth, whilo crulsing in

e st the T in e Red e o on o i the

pueren i 3 ‘«g’uy mores Iteraian o
e (s e, G- ol

A -Krab " suddenly o v

says he s Anubis of
uated” the Oy o Pl

, the country iy which 1 o
comder of iyl ey i el
s the “unfnown <ity, and then

" Harold Mackenaie, Jim Holdsworth, and Bob Sigtbeo, an
Aot of the crew, mm thomselves into_an
n( Flame, but
cba, they are captured

em, esca)
d after being on the water
y a swift current hrot
uns under Barrior, the dividing lino
o outside. world and. the. Tand of

0 comrades are start] souid. ol sl
s A i
n..ammu..a aatamct!

(Now go on with the story).

hostiag the Rapitel
$+¥ou koo vl “hn noise the Ameri
d ackenlo noddod i head, bt - Hadivarth

perbaps,” he said,

ot
s Ty oot gues
mako i Tt e hear. the

id
“but 1 don's, want

t is the n ter!” explaine
oy i

a2 h s hancs, bt
e eucth " ung
eﬁm. ‘scem to.be
c exclgimed Hal Mackenzie; * it in't fike
youto
3 g apn olled th ottt 1
don's Toor et Sk T B ke B v
& Focle

s though v s
b il e ek under, then 1
ould T e
hing, o under ko, rats in &
cewer—wal, T ontt fancy it
) ‘\;I- iy s th el
dog's chauce. Tt thi bit of a
°Lm|y e e
o of wst” criod Jin, who ad
‘the botton'of {he boat-
20 at et to anewer that question, bk
qmmudmdindmhn o the canoe, svriog sheu
o o palo, waveeing light, g clearly, now
inking dowh Wit T was buly vislle, in the pell of dade:

ht” said Mackenzic.
" we. micht have
mm  Jim's tndes

ot there o light
Ppel e, i b o -nd T

louder until

the wlls : confined apace, -l.u the waves of
e Gew I.uluv.—hm 381
L MAGHET,”
& Monday.

sound, like the waves of tho sea driven hither and bither
by stormy winds, found 1o outiot where their Tores could.

i mystio light was also increasing i rove, o it van

bocoming more cltar as-they dee ':-f T

nover bécame. beil mnt v p-x

Eave their faces
it 3 G, .hosu wort of radiancer” ‘sl Bob

sipbo. W ure Haven's go into e i et
That e of the Adkces S e wese o o seshont 1o

o of u.o Gre-b Beyond—

Je«ed Jim Holdsworth 1 do

altar, trus

o S

o resehiod hig hand. gree o sido of tho canee, and mevel
it sharply ta and frs ediatel
Phosphorescent. l.,m

common enone!
sldom wen’ i fresh wate
Tho m“"' 1o 1 the cavern, {0 mh . extnt

thai objects Tards way wore blainly vistie
Tho Yulied root ‘as Bigh sboe. thdr heads - Hhe reans
out thirty fect in hmdlh withsmooth, glstening
wait'of biack rock o
Thoro was o foothold. anywhere, if the canoe should

d of thom, and, only

vory ahort ditan o vow,
[ b o) o 7 submerged

 2oma_postially submer
e b B “'55,3'-:""‘ 23 Ghoy
e [T oy’ besoud, and they had
s of jude judsing the"elghi—or depib, from. their poine of
View—of the cat
e ,z.ppmx 3 mddle, g craved 10 tho st
‘oun, . Sheer her botween
shouted it P
that, I gues—

e ek et
“ And hold

Jim.
dﬂMu‘kmnu dlutched

1o the. aix ke o thig. of e, and

er w sickening drop through _space. 1t
probably lasted about threo. seoonds, but it scered an
Then the enoo strual tho wator o um fortunately right side

g, vith o tremendous crah, which sesme enough 16 it
SR8 faguaset: ‘swept over the de and —hal
fillod it

“Balét™ yalled Sigeboe. *Bale! Wo may win through

They baled the wafer out with their hats, working
franticully.  Oni was swept by th
thing " torrent, but ny. roc
threaten_them
th X water became faintor
oy e ao oo moro in dark
p8 thia-osnoe | T e T s 2 ol vy bos
vo boen, sm: i
s been & of
e botiem s several inches thick, s0 it wax
‘murmured Jim. “Lsay, I am a3
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ey, asan oxl. Cun't maks  out. Can' eep my eyes

m fecling just. the samo way,” said -Bob_Sigsbeo.
St o s I hented s

Y fus—some Kind of gas—that Ties low in the tunnel,”
#5id Mackensio, " I¥'s the samo in soml odses Tve vised.
QOverpovers yor ke

Sigsbeo had_collapsed.

keep ay
“Ho lo stupidly.
r sideways, and hia

oked
The next instane M.c!wme rolled " ov
senses left him.

Writing of Patrick O'Hara,

been the last to succumb, and ho was tho

x conscousness. A breath of cool aix on his
saro pwar

£y
Mackenzi b
55 to recove,

e slowly got up
T o shll .muonfm Torm
o remembered what ad

ihto a sitting position, u
Bob Si

of gxhea closo against hi
Happencd,

long the bottom of the cane to where Jim
m . f.d nob vt recovered consciouanes

gt
Bt waser wil hatp thom on um roudss
= cpashed some in the facos, and. presently Sigebeo
ert Thd Tralaovort dFelv]y ke a Jnck.
Tubbing ercan cams
eion mora Slovly, ot memory came back

o an upright pos
to him instantly.

ee, that Vw! a funny kind, of eleep to go off into l” he
oxcaimad:  “Kind of urconscioubnéss moran sleep
e
“Oh, 1 gcnm i Emr- s, I, My word, th
SRR ever T've hed ! 1) makes mo

Tal cx*oiongh T ad bocn o Tor  seas o e, What

v B ) ca o 77
" A"es of o sort. that-ovidently i o the furfaco of
o waer T it For o thtaome, ) eplid Mk
i of & better numo we may ‘el it the slooping

o w.yl, fhe forty winks soems to hase done.mo
Jim; who was becoming quit
e after it.

cheorial sgin, T el
Whnt T shold Tike to AL p

we're going to make any sort of a

Sigebe, g cvery hour of L the twenty.
i this tuns

a pin-point of light, which scomed to bo miles away
shead"af them, 10 which b’ had called Jjs comrade’s atten.

e of that lumingus water, I hope,” sid Jim,
not,” said Macl want to

tpat’s iy s e
het it T e an ddea——
“ies dnyhgml” exaimed Sigebee. Il isk my bottom
ddller on i
i devs hoe long o it crid Jim, 4 Get 1o work
with the paddies.  The stream fn'y running alf o fust o
Nover oors o 1 hnd langiog to 100 paich of
aky. T ot care wha . gtey, ghoen, o

nYihing, 30 long s it it black.
The " Selocity ¥of  the underground

ertainly
very considerably, and, as M

heh
e iver of a..,k"‘i,-,

’é
?
B

i G o o Yy bt sith powertal
engites could ot cinset, Vi it e poetal
the & ¥ ueas whon we ;
NS S0 o oty e T s

o neadl 1o hink of xetursing. set doclased Mackensie,

“A HERO OF WALESI” NEXT WEDNESDAY.'
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e have to go forward, not back—forward, to_tho. City

of Flame
“They.niay hiad: & Took st the_cauntey, which was spread
out on cach side of the river. I was. Bat and masay n

at hand, but in tho distanco to the right they could mako
out a imber. But what attracted them more then
the genersl s dp:cb of the country at the moment were the
numerous wild-fovl that were either fiying about or down
on, the gmund Teoding.

Sighi of thike birds remiinds me_that
ichimod S, “and we bive mothing to et Sy

hunm,

They wore all hungrs, a9 nothing had ‘passed  thoir lipa
but water for twent

“Som rovi all blown jato tho air vhen
led " hie - dynamite, smid fho Am it
t bo helped.” Ho

3 to wasto s Tl ‘on & cdh

Ho aimed at  pea-hen that was stritfing on the shoro, and
Biessed the trigger. Ty birda fine, plump one—rolied over

s our dinnes® h id.
the share, and

They pacdled to the cance up on the
marshy bauk. Then, whils Sizsbeo plucked o o' and
Sy etict some. drfewon X d and o An
our I Wero enjoyin e

i

read and vngnllblc! o g, e i Pt e
e el goxds_sway from whero Yhoy had
.o rock rose sheer wp ot

i
cular Tofores “more stieption:
e fke o Lirge, oblong
U was Tasened 1o the pillar.
s a motice-board, he said, “with *Trespassers will bo
Proscout penied O it s
"Phey a1l Linghed: * Th sescion; aifer heis téreble ex.
e in i Sl hongh e Motalte mn”
Yo'

Momiah
“The cohoard. a8 Sigeboo had named it, waa not
Bt st .11 m t pieeo of mmrm. ich some writing.
s engraved. T¢ s B s e oo Ying
e o ot o S U par s atgud sieht b

as, gimilag v i, of o tablst which they

¢ was irapowible fo road it
e ground, us tho tablet was damp and bl

Mackenzio mownted on to Jim
ieating Bimadl b comforable postion and
tabletclean with a pieco of canvis,  Then
amased exclamation. ©
i Grent Sante1” hoexclaimed, “This is quees, it you
e Whats quoer?” demunded T 0ut with 111 Don't
Keep s i S ¥ Mackenzio was continuirig his
sty ot She” opeiption it ‘ghing thens iy o
Fightomment;” %’ dairs 't your hels nio my Hibes
nog &
“Why, the writing i in English

o Mackensi
“Tn Eng LT ejcnlatod Hokdswarth and. Sigsbon, 35
“wQu Jn iy Enshsh," pursucd Mackenzio,

Then

e-d o fllowes

2 of Patrick O'Hara, sct. down in the

T T
4 o s K of i i o ind of e b.‘?f;.
e, Bt ol i,

ars in this
lo” of the sun. The read " this
i him s o ich il

iad 3 0 e 1%
ol T o e LY
mital; and T o o o
hite man raads 1. and s wiling o o e

m L mm dus west ill he Ténches the White Mountain,
hin ho will sce the lqmplc. ‘B; cation

danger.

3™ Elllllﬂ) i ﬂllﬂ GMITEST
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slid down from his chum's shoulders to
.xuum‘l e ok soveramaments o thras advaptarers Snply
ab ench other without speu astonishment at

ago o great f
Wosl, that Jays over uv:lytmng that cver 1 hoard tell

ol,” excluimed Sigsbee, at leogth, *Wo reckoned we were
thlo first whito men to'get. through, and hore's 4 Trshman
o npﬁurﬂ to_be in’a tomple.”, Secms yow'l
nd an Xruhmn Vhorevar v toat

R ered tho South Bt oy Sids o
s oo
Jim Holdsworth bagst n\lL

“Part prisoner as

s g, ot seoms &
What do you mako of f, T

risonor, 1 should tay,” ‘replied Mackens
Putrick O'Hara Js evidantly -p:nln swho make

ian, and O reck.
‘Mouatain to reach the Gity,of
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