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By MARTIN CLIFFORD,

7l

o
yhat stariing aspect.” Levison of the Tourth was, fn thé grasp of s sudy.mates, and the

)
here were three fellows in the study—Levison, Mellish, and Lumley-Lumlcy.
‘Levison was yelling. YOW-oW-OW} StOppit, yoil Sly Asses! ¥ 000D}

lead on the tablc:

And the three

ted some:
i
" e g ;

CHAPTER 1. They stared at the oily gentleman. He was a little
A Gentleman To See Levison. man,n a usty black frockcost, with o rusty sk hafy
00T afternooar ghextlomens" and ‘a purple, aquiline nose. ferry and Mannera
Mhers wers fout “ahentlemons » adoraing the amd Tatbot Togarded him it surprise. Monty Low-
13 satewsy of Sb. Tim's with their porsons—  ther, howéver, who was nothing if not a humorist, took
Tom Merry gid e v 4nd Tlbots of - O bis straw hat and bo m\v od seplied
(oot afteroon, mino. frent. Nice vesaer we'es

the Shell.” The four juniors wero talking ericket in

general, and the Rookwood
‘the soft, oily voice greeted i

atoh. i, pasbicolsr, when g, ite
fe Whereat '\mny Lowther.

s chums smiled, and the
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gentloman with the aquiline nose smiled. too—an oily
emile.
"I have called to ses a young shentleman,” bo

explai

P ke, your-chojos,” said Monty Lowther ubanely.
“Here o Tour of the Hioeet gentlemen at St,
Jim's. This is Tom Merry.

[t & generally called *the Toff,” on
sccount of his fst-class manners.  Talbots o shontlo-
man to see.

a1 eaid Tatbat, laughing.

7 And bexe's myset, pihaps the nicest of the lot.”

aid Mouty Lowther modestly. * Any of my pals mu

& eally aice shentleman. Row, Vot
can ve do for you, Mishter

“ Mein name is not Sholom¢

Tom Merty started a little. s
wellknown moneylender at Wayland, and now that Tom
HMerry looked moro closely ut tho ittle gontieman ‘in
Dias e e oo im before, It was
2 Fuale what the \Vn_yllmd ‘moneylender could want at.
st. ed to see any of the fellows
There was trouble for somebody.

T beard that namo before,” said Monty Lowther,
ith grave pnhteness “Tt’s a—ahem ! foreign name,
So ki ' to call and see us, Mishter Moses.  Vai

You?' Look at sis 1|ylendxd jacket.” ' Low.

of Tom Merry’s Eton jacket and held it
“ Look at dat ! Tt vill m you like ze paper

‘only. tme-aud-lu‘

from m ,,;;,m e

L ek ealed o e young shentleman,” said Mr.
Moses, til oily, but very determined,
of i7" asked Lowiher, in a disappointed
tone e Who's the Tucky dog?”
- Mishter Lovieon.”
of the Fourth?” exclaimed Tom Merry.

“Mein name is Moses.”
Moses was the name

, jerking his jacket away
hat do you want here,

a quick glance round.
was nobidy elso moar the gate, and Taggles was in bia
Todge. . Thy Juniors drew closer fo Mr, Hoscs, to, sereon
him, as vom the view of fellows in tho

Fortunately thero

quadrangle.

i This won't do, M. Moses,” said Tom hurriodly.

T LR sy s 40 e
Fourth I

**Yesh, T have puziness vith him.”

“Look Tere, you know it won’t do Levison any good
it you call o see him,” said Tom uneasily. *“I'll tako 2
méssago to Iim if you like. But—but don’t lok, anybod:
seo you here, Mr. Moses, it would get Levieon fito

roub)

M. Stoses nodded calmiy.

L am awaro of shat,” b replied. *Shat is Mishter
' he has not paid me my monish.’”
Hhe ooRdans. ma Wi

worst o 2 3
Jims folow, auyway, and at the thought,of what would
bappen to him if the Hoad learned that M,
ver from Wayland t
Fho Shell fellows begume very 5
might not bo worth the trouble, but they felt a natural
desi o shield bim, if possible, from tho consequences
is own reckless

““Levison owes
sharply.

o

Sou" money?” esclaimed Talbot

}selled e Hoad k‘:ﬁmgmm bo dodeed: gt

ou oughtnt to come e

e . bis shoul

o Mighter hu!nn ould, pay i debte;” bo ald.

M, G Limans
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“Look here,” said Tom Merry. “Don’t come i1, Mr.
Moses. You don't want to get Levison hanled over the
coale—

“T have called to see shat young shentleman.”

But you can’t ece him I exclaimed Tim cxcnudly‘

Do you want to ruin him

+» Xeah, if ho docs not pay my monieh,” said M Moses
calmly.

Tom Merry gritted his teeth. Te understood ne
TUndoubtedly’ the moneylender had tried every ‘method
of screwing the money o the Fourth
before he fook t
doubt that Levi
Tather than have exposed himself to this.
if the black sheep ofmsz, Tim’s
his tether at last.
always dod;

more than one fellow had warned Lovison,
the end was bound to come at last. It looked as if it

kiad come now.
Mr. Moses made ‘o step forward, The four Shell
ellows did_not move. e greatly inclined to
take tho olly_gentloman e o, tho neck and
eject him hatever Leviso me,
Thoneylender ought never fo have lent money {0 & school:

“'Vill you let me pass, young shentlemans?” asked
thly.

;. Morcs amos
k_hore,” said Tom uneasily, “wait a bit, Mr.
Moconr 150 o miat oo Tovios: T-T01 g5 sud el
m"‘"v You wait for bim outside, and L send bim out.”
e—ho may bo ablo to niake some arrangement with

you?2 urged Tom. «Give him n chance, You

b atla (o borst Lo Hoi suly Abvemers:
Mm; smiled.

rry gook| T like to_oblige young shentlemase.

1 ull Valt - der road, but T vill wof vait long !
Trot along a bit, or Taggles wil seo Sou,” said
Tom,
< xil go vun dosen steps, and no more, and shat T
only, do to"obligo you yeungshentlemen
you,” 5aid “Tom. Tt went
ngamsL il rath o b sill ot o ol
smiled. again, and abied sloug the road.

The uniors simply gasped with velit to'see
hey rogarded one another with staxled, aimost scured
Looks. Towther whistied softly.

, Levison's done it this txme’ he cai

"\v: euntt Dol Mo 1. pon oald Rl quickly.

It it st uch vo 22y be able £ get bim out of
Tom Merry
e o emrat Sad i thix mrien b right,”
sid, bt (Vs up to s to save bim from the sk ;(
he hum ass, to get into a ccrape I
Hhought b wes 00 decs, for snythingof the
He generally kuows how to take o caes o lmaet.>
selho clevoresh Taseal cames 5 croppar at last,” said
Towther. Still, he's a St. Jim's ch'\p, ugh he
dossn’t do us credit, and we'll fish him out 3¢ wo can."

“ You fellows watch that greasy brute, and see that, he
doesw’t come in,” said Tom hurriedly. “I'll fetch
Tevison, ducse’ sake keep that Totter out, even
if you have to serag him

0 i scst s ha ok roniiiel Lowther,

Tom Merry dashed away at a

ouse.  Lowihor anners. and
the gate, determined that
B aioe the pooniote oF the st e ey,
adopt the desperate expedient of “scragging

can.
st 1
kind.

CHAPTER 2

] U7, the fellah T was lookin’ o, dedh bo
i Augustus D'Arey of the Fowih Form
me Tom Metry .as he came striding ino the

Sehool He
“Can't stop ow,” said Tom hurriedly.

THE PENY POPOLAR,”  ouONLER
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Enrr Wednesdaye
Wats 1 sold ‘Arthur Augustus D'drey cheertully,
Nvabish | “This s wathoht bmportant, om Mewwy |

Thave weceived a fivak fwom my pata
athead !”

iy, Tom Mewwy—

e Sy voarea Tom Merey.
the way, you dufr

“Watal Now, havin’

“Gerrout of

a fivah in hand—— Wow-
wow I

Arthur Augustus broke off suddenly as the captain of
the Siell grasped him by the shoulders and ent bim
down forcibly on the -ttp ot roshe

Arthur Augustus sat in_ alm o pisaiyeed atuka fot
o couts of aiite, bl oot auite tabes away Then
e sorambled up wmmny
“The'uttah wottah ” he gasped:  Bai Jove! Tom
Mewyy, you boundah, D o et ek fean
feabful, thwachiv’ E L

=
The Shell el had mounted the stairs three st a
as scudding along the passage above. He
halvol ot Lovisons door, knocked, and entered hurfiedly.
‘here was not ce.
Thoro we Urnee ulloms in the study _Levinon, el
i sented.

rmest Levison was yellng.
toppit, yv:{ L bR

-ow |
“Hallo " exclaime

1 guess, yow’ll stop your blessed con unng tricks in
this study, Lovison P panted Lumey: =5
ow | Lzm' s nkE. ou

)‘nthevd‘yho|dh ’ Y

L guess T don't Tike th um kind of s joke.”

“What's the row?” said Tom Merry, as Levisor
siudy-mates released him 551 Levieon stood Tubbing
his head and gming, He was

‘ricks 17 he growled.
going to cure. him. ze say it's dashed clever,
heu T find Melisi's watch in my pocket

Chap might got a

like m"m% X
Tevison's T T ek e play conjuring tricks
o can go and.jon some blessed circus, he can' t0 it 1n

this cindy
groaned Levi

Tom o rry grinmed. , Levison of the Fourth w
glever conjurer, and, b had an slmext unearthly. ekill
in ‘peculiar His cleight-ofhand was &
wuudur‘ et salons naturally get “Cted up? with fnd:

ing_other coples jissed into their pockets
wifhout. thelr know] . “Levison's seiie of Humons,

t of His gifts, was_peculiar.
ero o see you, Levison,” said T

man come to call on you."
-

< B e b blowed, unfortunately. T m you'd
better come and see at once.  We're keeping him ontside

e

there’ll be a vow if Banks the bookie comes

“Hallo!”

a4 Mellich. Who's that That
Lieping outside the gates? One of Levison’s

y.um, o
“Xn jolly well going to see the man,” sid Mellish.
“You're jolly well not!” said Lumley Lumley,

;?;D;I:m‘vn Ym\']]‘wptny“txhue:: going to spy it all onL
WeNESbAY: “FINDING HIS LEVEL!"
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s ook hore, T can go out it Tike, T supmy.v- shouted
ellis
“*That's your little mistake, You can’
as s ba
as_evidentthat Selith " eoutdact
Fourth had to give it u
y and Levison hurried out of the Sclio
use. ~Levison seemed to b
o o' “k‘ ?i’zﬁ‘f e
he did ot spest il were in the quadrangle.
““Who.is 17" he asked then. 2 s
e

o tha door, It
The spy of the

m Wayland.

was coming in to el o you, when wo

that for?” 3
in; T this comes out

ik i
T the sack.”
onaSe plad it T got the sack
ou'te no frieid of mine.”
thor fellows are keepin

ou outside,” said Tom, without

Said, Levison

ng an eye on him, and

ing to Levison’s remark. ** Yow'd better see him
% the toad and make Some arcangement ¥ith him
if you can.”

Levison shrugged his shoulder

s make any arrangement but by paying bimi:
2

1 i bl F oans o hot I T could have I shouid.
nge doi it and kept i away.

« u expected this

“Tve boen expecting it for days, since the old rascal
Tast wrote o me.

Levison spoke coolly and flippantly, but Tom Merry
understood very well”the strsss of mind the rm\m.-
Tormee must have o days he bad
in foar of the menoylender's viit Leria

was.
siuation with his umnl cool fippaacy, but he mmi

have felt, the strain all the's
“We

ere, Levison! Ts it anch?” he asked.
out.”

\
quid last 'z . Wi ten now

ust be an awful thief.”
BER B
What wa s soe you were to go to him,”
in distress. “*You knéw his mpui)llmn  Leris
are decent moneylenders, hatto do h
*Decent, moneylonders, if there ity dsee lond
meney to schol

caid Tom,

‘not. But—but what a dufer you

ore, Aud only fo T money for some of your rotten
Tetting, T su

Tevison laug)

“But it's mo good rubbing that in," said Tom. I

dare any you'se dory enongh now that you went o him,
i it comés to
e & mpsiake; T'm mot sorry,”-said Tevison

coolly.
“Yowre not?” said Tom, with o sture.

“Not at all

* You mean you think you can get out of this all
right?”

%'No, T dow't; T think T'm doie for here. But Im uot
going fo whine, Last term T hoped T might be able to

fix it, but my people are hnd up, uud T've had no luck
it the goe.gees, and 1t all U B. Tve got to stand i,
T o nor guing to whine

It means ruin to you.

Thanks for your sympathy,” said Tevison satiriall
1 suppose yoit ean't back Tt up with a loau of t
quid?”

0t couree, wo couldn't posibiy raise <0 much money

T had n

as that. 0 i
oiva netter be caretal how Tov st mixed up i
the alfair aé all” aid Lavison coolly. * Thete’s bound
o be a Tow, m ({m o ons wags e s Thet
you were s et
x Geai Libnany—No. 385.

SRREN cteebs.
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A om Merry & Cc
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1 hadn's thought about that, L was only thinking of
this fix” said Tom.
ware U emmed Blake of the Fourth,
zoad to intercept Tom Merry, * What
1 beon dofng to Gt 0)\c and only
*Borey | Oun’t st ok
“Running wvay trom Gusry ¢ griined Blcke.  * Hola
xaging for gore.  He want o belp bir spend hie
fiver, and you sat him down T the.Seld. Heps instead
Bliko broko. ofl. * Whero aro S ]

cumng across
Tave

to,you

“Tom and Levison hurried on towards the gms.
leaving Blake staring.  Theve was & gleamn in Levieon's
eyes.

8o ID'Arcy Has a fiyer?” he saids with o sncer.  Pity
o Sdenlgtaion 11

ety made rous _as Amm
15 was, b contd hnrd!y ot ot mBa T

e given to a moneylender. ot

iners aad Talbot met them at the gates with
angious loo

“He's down the road, Levison,”

said Talbot.

“Thanks fot Yeaping him onf,” said Levison, Tt
won’t do any good; me in. - He'means to get m
unished for mob paying him. He thought T should be
100 seared of it t0 Jet him down or he'd never have lent
o, five, Now tho beast ie as spiteful s cat.
“Can’t anything bo-done?” eaid Talbot anxiously.
“No. Thauks all the same”
‘ And Leviton, sool and carcless—in manner, at Jast
pas it of 'the gates and sxolled down the
ith his hands in bis pookets: Cor Tooked
i i Sad, BE By e “Levisor ot hi
they could not help feeling

s ways,

T

verve. If the crash had come at i doubt

that Lovison of the Foirth lnd pleity of nervs & belp
im face it.

CHAPTER 3.
Leridon's Lt Dixd._
R. MOSES was w.utmg S e thne.
iy Rastomae hod lhbas o b shiny
hat, Juder She ehade of o tre, wnd iy
fanming ‘himsels with 1. The afternoon was hot. Mr.

Moses Tooked shiny all over.
evieon lackened his steps us o cume towards the
r. Moses was not

ap.
moneylender had connted upon

nd uin, e had lent Toriao b o st
ho hnd slready. piled up an oqual sun in terest, and
ot tho slightest doubt thst the St Jim's
Elow vorkl pas e ke than taks
erison’s sctual inahility
to pay. As a maiter of fatt, Levison's
up, a
Sote of the fellows kuew that,bis fathor “ound i difi.

SIs S N LER (U Tevison
cnerally man appearance of bein
Guite uywell o 2t mt ot o Telows, and he hads 1y
act, given Mr. Moses'a false impression on that, point.
ven the acute and experieuced moneylender did not
lumb the depths of Levieon’s cuiing. Certainly

vison had intended to pay, but for that he had had
to trust to luck—and hix luck was out. ad heen

peid. and it had piled
1P 3% 8 compound ate fast enough o take @ borrower's
breath

sciooboy. It wis gt sux'pns\ng That he resolved
ke i Losair

2 m nm- FRIENDY ITHE MAGNEL. CaTHE B0Y
anday, .
e &

o make Lovison pay dearly for the five pounds now
Hopelessly o

v i hat,
vengoance than the hope-of gotting his money that

He realised that it was rather
‘had

now.

found_ himsel Desperate diseases require desperate
medice, as e hoid maclt i a bitter amile,
B ] i s i £ i perenivh

" a5 he fanned mmm: with bis gmsy silk hat,

45 ho came

Levisou was troubled with no more seruples
n Mr. Moses himself, They were, in fact, a well-

Levison?” said tho ofy, genfloman,
“Good-atternoon " said Ten “Quite a pleasure
re, Mr. Moses.”

“Yowve calleg a it too curly” said Levison Sy

thongh his h ing. come a coupls
e tatos T oonid Mo ise Jaasas
he moneylender shrugged his shoulders
h"sm is ot good enough,” ho said. *You owe uo
n vison-—'

o “can 1ot the loan stand over if I pay up m
interest ?

“Yesh; that is pusiness,” said Mr. Moses, “You pay
1o mine fve pounds, and vo lots der loan stand over.
1 trouhles you for £vs po

“This evenin

“Thato vai tou 5

10 a dead cert,” sai
of hours’ timo. T shall s
ot for it. T am quite certain of it &

0 get me o
< Your fronts eem Ieny anxious about you,” remarked

e Mo

a grin. “Vhy not get shat fives at
asn't referring to thoso chaps.

T i s another fellow
nagme cy; you
s nodded.

‘may have heard of him

M son, of Lord Fastwood, and rlling in tin,”
said Levison

o is going to stand me five
ut of this, Now, it won't do you any good to go
the Head, it Moses. You'll get me sioked, 'bet Souh

Tose five quid—and the other five

1T could pelione sou, Wi i et e th
moneylender. “But you have faken me in vunce.
chik shat you are  young geatloman, wis people who

the war,” said

ve money, and you are nossing of the kind

said

Ho was strongly inclined to
He was s business man, and
t of

vengeance. this
was simply a “tick to defor the evi] day:
“Ferry well,” it L, “1 Bikes your word
vunco more, Miskter Lo  shat 15 the i e
16 you do ot come, T el uot sul Rt tastn L
Jou a ¢ “Have doie today.. I shall write to
Dr, Hol s
o

“Mrk mein words, Mistiter Levison. T vait for you
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M. Moses had sat down at a desk, and taken upa pen,
iore to

“Please
say. Tam now writing 10 your headmaster.” “/I've

“Ihavenozzing |

goavay, Mishicr Levison hegaid:
ot (See Chapler 5)

river,” said Levison, -+ Vai 1"

{ill gix o'clock, and i vou are not dere, T write to your
ea and he receive der letter by the first post
in_the mor,

“That's ..,.a‘imw a;

“But it vill be useless to come witout the monish.
e ok

M. Moses set his shiny bat ou his shiny head.
“Shat is semed then,”
Fours oﬂu: will be closed in_ two

o
‘Arcy may com
dow’t kuow whether he'd consent to come to
vill expect you at my house.” Mr. Moses paused.
of vonld beforry glad fo ublige Mishter 1 Koy with &
leetlo loan, if he sould vish for ome, If you could
manag ahat for me, Mishter Levison, T make you casier

“Eevison nodded.

T gee abot tha

x. Moses malked pundem\u]y away towards Rylcombe,

He biad amother unhappy victim to interview there befors
he took his train back to Waylaud.

Tovison stood fn she Tane, b hands Sl daep tnty
bis pockets, his brows wrinkled,

" Reok or nothing T he mutiered.
sviadied me, and |

uothing this

e honad: e
he'll have no mercy on me. - Neck or

“FIHI)HIG HIS LEVEL!"

waDNES

o gritted his toeth, and walked back towards the
o?h gptes, The Shell allows wore still thero, and they

lbot of the Shell had
: TR troubled xpresion.
hat Tuck?” om Merty asked.
“He's gnn

son.
“But you hnnn't paid bin”
“T've made au arrangement.”
“Then it's il 1ight?" asked Talbat, in great relit.
R e mla e taylag oy
He stnoled on inte th quadrasy

“Well,” Tt Pt clap o e
B e fal on his fect. 1 rea
thought it yas the fnsh f

e Tome i i reaiy om of hiy trouble,” seld

Tulhot,

“Well, the man’s gone,” said Tom. “Thank goodness
Bo has. Tet's get down to the cricket. That'll take the
taste of him out of our mout

e Shll ellows weat dowa to the cricket ground, and
TLevison and his dingy affairs passed from their minds.
Levison had told them e il right, and they
hoped that it wa

that moment, was in a grim mood.
x from being *

Tt a “all right.” There was a
betore Levison that taxed all fhe. resources of his con
and clever brain, and, at the best, he was not eu;

o proceeded o play it with cool det
Tz

Ll lAl
A 5 m#n'%t Sfl"r‘s’c'nfi" s

cant Now
Horry & Gou "
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CHAPTER 4

ivice Required.
BIGUR AUGUSTUS D'ARCY was in Ris study—
ko awell af Sh. Jiurs 1ooked thoughtful, nd

& littlo wrathy tc

The l.ﬂcrlloon s pég had brought him » handsone tip
m hls * wholo i enditure
Fthat Dandiome tp was @ matter Iecuiring thoaght and

aaze. & mtorar excunion on the

ex,halt-aliday
o hect idea o Aribux Augustus, with a choice
ey ot ftond and & pieaie, eapesiily 1 Miss Mario
could be mdu:edlto com
ustus

intended to L s mny o
ko aud Herrios
e conlisg
lorry—being busy at
e had est Dhzcy
ot listenin fo
Arcy felt a mm exasperated.

5 few remaining specks of dust
trom Hia beautitul {zouses, when Levian of tho Fourth

nded the operations of the
eyeglass upon

E‘

54’ ek b
and turned his
eon, and did ‘a0t spbrote of ).um.
act., However, the Adoni
of the Fourth was always gourteous.

“Got,_a few minutes to eparef” asked Levison, with
at civilty,
jeah boy I”
e i e, Dikvey, i you v
Arthur Augustus beamed zt once. He was advise
y No. & but Study No. € alyays misdo it 3
‘uniorously. + had

lom of s
Biat mather: but Levison appeared o be duriing over &
af in that t now, and he Toee at ouce in

sl Arthur Augushus

iffcul

Tevison, you can't do. betian — coneult & ik
tach and judgment. Pway eit down.

Tevison sat Cown.

“T am in an awkward position” he said. “Youwve

gisen me lots of good advie,at diferent times, D'Arey,

ich now I'd taken

BT i, and—and

Tt motten wacin’

ugfqmm frowning a litt)

T in a fix”

there you are.
eaid Athur

T euppose,”

way make a dlean peast of it deih boy.r nd 1
will ndvxse you the best in mwy p
e
ArthurAugustis's \)eﬂmmu emile ‘froze a Tit]
. He was the last o o

to give it away. Ho was
generous fo a fault, but there wero limits.
expression” on id not iéap Lovieon.
Ho was watchin
o1 dabtt” yeponted
1t Lhoven
“7 oo no o zight to boreow of

i
iagustus slowy.

't come hers to.borrow meney.”

‘yo\l for ome thing

Tor

iends
and

Lovison shook his liead.
T don’t want money; T want adice.” o said.

Arthur Augustus beamed again. was o Go
pliment to 3 mental povers “euch a6 he would zeve
m received from his chudy matee.

G0 abead, deah boy. ol me al sbout it
“Last tern T was hard up,” gald Lovison. “T had t6
zaiso five quid, and 1 couldn’t get it from anywheres

So.L; u.}e ' 2 moneylender
“Of o hin't to have lent money

schoolboy, and b conldn't slaim & In lgy, bt Tnte 1
.y him'fo wi ead.”

That's awf'ly o
can't Taiso tho meney at present,” resumed Levieon:

‘mc shmﬂy T ehall bo able o @ so. Ita only ten
bt ated D’Ax
i oty he wun ' yait, T talked and

falked o him, ‘but tve aid Levison.

came over hero this nﬂm‘nnm) o eeo.the Head, i
to edge hi
“Gweat Seott | g
a0l smise, Tm _speaking to you i conidencsy
froA et e
T shonidu't ke it fo be generally Jnown that I'm i

it
his zotten fix. But L kuow you're got lots of diserée

Yns, ‘wathah I
“T suppose it seems. rather o cheek for me to come to
you for dyioe,” said Lgvison.  * We haven't really been

We're too Bub you wouldn’t be
down on @ chap who's got himself into a lx, and who's
trying to turn over a new

% Certainly, not, deah boy | T ahowd be vewy glad to
sc6_you turnin’ ovah a new leaf, i emokin®
Dettin, aad those

caddih thi
ZEe dote B aaid Levis
"u 2253 ]mlp me T think T can get time fiom thst

1 out,
b wm cn T do, deah boy? Tl do anythin’ I can, of
course.”
4 Wouldsou bo wilng to ces him?
Yaus, i3 would do od.”
“You sce, Tve got o lot of faith in your judgment.?
vxphmcd Tovison: T think that if you spoke o0 the
man, and Teasoned with him, ho woul zound o
bit.” Mo won't Tsten Lo me, but o would &0 you. You
oy of putting things thet T haven't.
ur s looked very flatiercd, though he did
cad of tho Tourth
t dis wellknomn

 for 2 moment that the
et e ouly felt.
judgment was gotting its just tnhuk o

“T you think I could do any goc ;mkm to the
an T'am quite ab your service; Lvison.* he sa
“Thanks! That's all 'm asking you to do. % aone

ant any money, ot mything of that kind, 1t yeull

o ayland with me, him
i all T want. I rm o setimbeha

ip would gt into a wow if ke were
oses's office” eaid Asthur Augustus.
e house,” explained Loviso

oIt bike over,” said Lovico
T am entiahly ot your ervice, desh boy,” Said Arth
Augustus, rising chaps il expect

tea weady when ihey come it they
an wait; for me instead. I am weally sowwy that
o

canaot help you out of your fix with cush, Levison.”

and you couldn’t nd .8 exough, ":Ohbe atter, T don't want, that; I'm
say you're not a beggar, i: 2
ustus coloured a Heler He felt that his  quids, and a ﬁvex would: be 1o good. Hyymlc :r?;v' have
‘momentary suspicion of Levison was unworchy. Levison, you & taken the number of your e
1t a , had noc even heard of f.h;t]gv:; nf(er nll
“1 was nmu is- mornin’,” saic “Y rht to should  1c it,”  eaic
ad & ﬁvn!.h this aftahnoon fwom my e m.h " It o eass Yoa o =t &1
snd also a tenshillin’ note fwom my Aunt Adelinah. g \, I'm mot likely to lose it out of my pocket-
Il are in want of a small sum,” Levicon, the ten book,” ezid Arthur August “But you' are
‘at your ‘serv] wight. I will take the e mabak:t
“u';“" o THE fove: Faie e '
e oS T MARNET, " £THE ROVA!FRD " ot
S TR ey TG Lo s i e e cotsousts i
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Levison, with  peculiar gloam in his eyer watched
Arthur Augustus take the banknote' from, the pocket-

o0k
“Numbal o00ssst,” sod Arthur Augustys, “X ot i6

down in my gwammsh. that's
He' slipped thio book Ty into lns . The two
1o Bemw stumbled,

O»grunut fhe w ‘1 o
““ow! Bai Jove!" gas thur Au

“Sorry; my foot; mugpl:l in the caxge‘té You really
ought cn hnve that carpet meaded.”

The'the Jubiors hurried down the passage. Not for
anfustnt "aid o crow the, unmapicots mind
Arthur Augustus that that stumble ad been infentional,
and S6il 1o could hodream thab the pocket-hook con”
fshing the fiver had beon tranafenred Trum bia pocket
to Lovison's. Levison’s kil in eleight-of-band had not
failed him

" tow minates ater tho cad of the Fourth wnd Aethue
Angustus D'Arcy were cycling away to Wayland,
D Arey’s pocke( “book was in Levisow's pocket, and
Levison wis emiling grinly, Tho ffet part of bis

eme had suocedd. Had Tevioon, in b des ration,
oo B 1D Arcy had know of the raneter of

s

28 valueless as waste-paper to a_thief. Tho echeme
?};tchrd by Levison’s cunming brain was s T

CHAPTiER .
e Five-pound Note.
“H “ET" . ped oft theis bieye
o b Jaors Jumped of this. bieycles in
Jivear S Shocays private house
as o han g uldieg in the FeRt quartsr of

g
i
1
L
5

ag;
salings, and the two jusiora went up tho peth fo the
houso.Thoy yere sha o & zoom, and tald that AT,
Mosss had B0t yot seturned.
“T pwesume we . bettah walt for him,” remarked
us, retched his elegant Timbs in an

: “wind,” said Tevison. “Its uot far
o i< sow G 'u bt tatee
4 yout sorvive ek e only hope
that Tovall e able 0 bwing Mr. Moses to weason
“T'm sure of it. But if you fail I shall be just as
miuch obligod. 1t awtully gond of you to take all this

%'Not at all, deah b

It man sbout tem mimvts luter whes Mfr Moses como

in.  There 'was & twinkle of satistaction i his eyes a1
oy Tostsa on oy would have given
8 grent dol to Fot's%a sonof Lord Enstwood tuth his
clu

ey gl o see you e Mishter D' ey ! he cid,
subbing his shiny hands. *Perhaps I can do a lectlo
piziness wiz you?”

Artiur Augustug was about to clevats bis soble os0
at the bato idea of doing business with Mr. Moses, bue
Ho remombered in time that he was there upon a mission
of sencliation.

“Thank you vewy much, Mr. Moses,” he said. T am
anoial assistance at the pwesent m
T have called to speak to you about my fwiend Tevison's
affaihs.”
es gavo Tovison o sharp look. 1 the fiver way
ot fortheoming the moneylender intended to carry o

“Levison is in wathal low watah at the pesent R

continued Arthur Augustus. T twust, that
Son il give him pleatay of timer"

"FINDI!IG HIS LEVELL"
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il six o'clck

“1 shoul

Mos
tor Levison D2

b v . Moses.
b e shontiomin”

Oue Penay, 1

sald Mr. Moses smooth?
But it ia five minutes to six noW.”

his debt, ho knows vad

am afs

14 1ike to point out to you, Mr. Mos

ive 1o the
that thig

raid T

conduct ou Yo it is vewy wotten, not to say wascally.

“Iw

foses miled.

Goot-efening " o said,

inner door, by which he had e
Y pered haeriedly w Daroy:

vison
“Dowt 1et him go. 1

and

e Augustus was goltin

i Vm ,a.. et me 3:“"

ushed &

y-u

S

e you 55 a vewy unpleasant chawactah "

4, and moved avay towards the

His eloquence

od in o way of the moneg
top.

id Arthur Augustus, with

young shentleman?”

Ly wemarks yot. T twust that
Moses, that you are actin in &

mal
ook tho swell of St. Jim's by the shoulder

im aside, and passed into

o inner room.

Axthur Augustus was fft rembling with w
Z vel Tevison, do you think it e
fahs worse for you'if T gave that awful wottah &

mhm | trenshin’ P
can’t bg i ’pea | Wait

amgthr

aesk and taken
“Ploase go avay,

aaid Levison, o
t ho

uppress o
re SPmmule mrl lll hl"

5 into the inner xoom,

and
sed the door nﬂe! him. Mr. Moses had sat down at &

nozing more

‘headmas

ter.””

2 Lve got tho frer.”

i
Moses stared at the crisp and rustling note in
ers. An olly smilo came over his face as

Levis
e tool

" Goot I Ho remarked.

.
soy's finge

money, after

Gt el

it

ﬁter Tovion” s gl 1 have

writing to your

“Ferry goot! So you had der

ike it, doesn’t it?” said Levison easily, thor
That settles s “ﬁ.

at his heart.

date, Mr. Moses, for the interest. T
a ey Qays for my paper.”

“Ven You pay der five pounds loan, and mot pefors,
Mighter Tov g : o

ote out & reced

2
Tevlon pub it in kis pockt.

T Tevimimas s

6 for

e monoylender
cordial as the junior
o so rane it i ol

‘“hall come along ia

the banknote, and

aons who couid aie money were s of . M

good g
Tevson
to follow

towards

aces.
Knlse

d iat4 the outer soom, signed to Dz
, and left the waiting

e LR R ]
Arthur Augustug looked disiresed
o to awmange angthin’ for

aid Tovison. “But
oo, T ek

“T'm sowwy
o, deah boy,” ho semark
4 Can't bo hlped:
ou, didu't Bave say bettah luck?”
Py
< What i tho beast goin’ to do?

Fut tho sorew on, 1 po!e,’ e
dow’ hall ‘got out of it
obi o h a1

ut if ho gocs to the,]
“He won't do that ee,

Am

et Wa, Lo
fom derry &co.

o

s Beront Tle i
tf curs‘em of




lasty” said Lovison. * Augway, it can't be helped,  Next
week I may have some luck.

Thoy re ool and
Asthuy Augustus hurried off &

e e phelid e
Bim. Tevison Jingered in the bike-shed till ko was gone.
When ho was alone the black sheep of the Fourth looked
sbout him, o make sure that he was not observed, and
then siruck o maich, and lighted the receipt e b

ut up their machiags.
No, 6, wher
at had

o e i Aot
. There Temained no written record of the fact
at Levison of the Fourth had paid Mr. Moses five

hat dsy, but Lev
Paculiar action was & secret locked in his own breast.

CHAPTER 6. ’
Mystery.
" HERE havo you boen?”
“Hero's, tho dufter I”
“Only one sardino left for you, Gusy:
Such were the vomarks that greeted Artiur Augustus
DAvoy ks he entered Skuty Ne. ¢ The Schoo
There wore Jetou fors it in the stuﬂy  Bisks
s Horos nd Dighy. of the Koueih, snd the Terriblg
Theo 2 Talbat, of the Shell: Thoy had mearly fnished

ah boys!” sm Arthur Augustus. T was
suddenly. T twust our i

Merry gracefully.
bt s asibnge u shod: & upon
s o an l'orﬂve aniything,” said Monty Lowther.

* Wats 1"

Arthur Augustus sat down to tea, and looked rather
gingerly at the solita e, But his noble count
B ehoned . Biake Dttod s Qk-of voses and
eggs from r. The feasters in the study had zot
forgotten tho absentez after all.

han yon, desh

T G gt 100 el i Ersie.
e hm. it ready for us. It was your go,”

“Yaac; T wegvet sincerely that I was called tway
wndah the cirey ew ly as T want to consult you
fellows about my fivah.”

“T1 look afier that. for gou, it ou like,” suggested
Lowther. “Hand it over to Tl promice that
Jou mou't seo it or be troubled with it Ja any w

“You

 Pway dowt be funnay, Lowther. Now, I was thinkin®
wun in @ motah-cah on Saturday aftahnoon

Tear, hear
T e my tweat, deah boy, and T have an oxtwa

ob in caso it wuns ovah the fivah,” said Arthur
o, th gmeat question 35’ whethahr Miss

“hok Talbot,” grinned Monty Lowther,
Talbot coloured a litle. Miss Maric was Talbot's greas

“Vaas, that’s what I was thinkin? of,” said Arthur
Angustus, “T st that Talbot will use his influenco
I was thinkin’ of sendin’
iah to Cousin Ethel, and dwoppia’ in- for her in tho

Bravo
‘ Blossed if Gusay it simply bursing with good idens
to-day " exclaimed Tom Merry, in grnc zdm\rn
! Takes the bisoui, and no mistak He
fo huvo o putky medal or o e o inking
mm ot fhong
“We shall wequish-a vewy large cali, for two Jadics

and cight gentlemm, said Arthur Augustus. * We
oval Lo the gavago at Waylund and seo about t hats
“way (hinkin’ of my Tutalvs caby but he hag tens 1 (o
Wed Cross. Talbo will ex Jdin Qo Miss Mawie that
0 simply must: come;
ST do my best, with Dleasuze, said Talbot, Tt
Tup Geu Lin
s comravioN
PAPER
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will be a ripplug excursion. I suggest a voto of thankd.
to Gussy,”
“Hear, hear *
“Passed unanimously, also nem con,” said Lowthers
said Mavners,

n, the * Ayes ave i1 said Monty Lowthet,
with Purhamcniary solemiiity.
ot deab boys, T weally ghisk it i
SR you uow. Sellows c:
uo:\e with me o Wayland et Iot v b

s le ot owbdunss, oo,

And o oan,lock up the fver in tho derk” said

Blskor T oant o you to carry money,al
e—"

t your last fver, and it didn's turn up for
et mi Digl
“Watsl Lhave R on the numbal—Levison suggested
to take tho numbah, which was weally vewy,
honghtial of pime” amd ARGy Augustas course,
therin takin’ the ]

#You can gat

g0 vewy bad, you lkuow,”
lo has sonse enough to ask %

hen he’s in a fix, anyway,
and there are some fellows who haver't.”

“So Levieon's been. asking your , has he?” said
Blako suspiciously. * What was i pali yom e ok
this tim

S Was ot pullin’ my leg, Blake.”

dear chap, Levison's gob wore brains to the

are inch than you have to the equate yard,” said’
'Lk& (1Did lio want ho fver”
# Certainly n

“Then what dif he want

Advico fwom 4 fellah o tact ana ]\ldgmﬂlv
Mg, b, b

his griming friends

e Al s¢o mothing comic n Levison coming
to vice. But the other fellows could. ‘There
was littlo advice that the simple Arthur Augustus would
e able to_give to and cutest fellow. in.

n took a vewy,
T .n; only sowwy |

ki g sdiod,
o el bim out'of i

i o spont oaes’ ko o Meeys
o you Ksow, Tom Mewwy?
7 said.
at ho had made
with him.”
thinkin’ of askin’ my advice,” said
Be twusted to me to gethim out of the

o was
D'dzep ol

“ Bow -wow I”
Weally, you uttah asses—’

“ Nothing ‘will get him out of e sncaps e i
in a lump,” perhaps not that,
Ho was bora to tumblo into shady serapes.

“Yaas, U'm_afwaid that is cowwect. Levison weally
apoke to me in confidence, but as you fellahs know ail

no_go

mm jumped:
You've been to sco Moses?” he shouted,

“Yaas, wathah!”

0b, sou ass? said Blake. :

“Weally, yon know-—"

“Levison asked ou tg ee
someto Teatonable forms?

e Moses, to- persuade him
“aaked Talbot, with & curlons

o ua& He welied on my tact and judgment, you
"Taliot smiled. Ho was préity centain that Tevison had-
duses 1o,
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D Arey drew his hand out of the breast pocket of his ju

the Sheil, My pocket-book 1" Your pocket-booi

“THE GEM"” LIBRARY.

One Pennys

Sheimmred Biaxe, 2

not taken Didoy to the moneylender simply from &
eliance on his tact and judgm

“Unfortunately, it was o go.” md Arthur Augustus.
“The wottaly wefised to listen fo

“ Blessed if mako it out,” sd Blako, pmw
#Loyison must hiave known that you conldt do
gogd; Youwve been with hitm to seé Mose

“\\ell it beate me. Levison must have had some sxo

T can’t mako it out,” said Blake. “He

e mkmg to Moses wouldn't do any good. You
haven't paid the man any money?

“Nothin’ at all.”

“Then why the thunder did Levison want you to ses
him?” exclaimed Lowt]
etson. with Hiim--bo-welied on me fo persuado
ottah to give him a chance, you
explained that T have a way of puttin’ things—

“Ho was pullin’ your leg) of co

#Weally, Lowth

*Thero's something about this,” said Blake.
FLevison must have had some reason for getting Guesy
fo go there; and 1t wasn't the reason he gave Gussy.

S “FINDING. HIS. LEVEL!

WEDNESDAY:

Any kid could take poor old Gussy in by buttering him
L wegard you as an ass, Blake !
ceding Arthur Augustus, the juniors looked at one
anothis porieiedly, - Loviors il oL RATe ekl i
Troubla %o Hatter Arthur Augustus, and fo tako. 1
grer to Wayland, for nothing. What liad he done it
for? It was a p s nothing, 60 far as they
could see, that the bhck Sheop of tle Fourth could gate
by, sucl & proo
“You'ro sure yol\ w Gida’t pay Moses anything?” asked

Tum Merry at last
e s, you 0t ¥ ozcaiinet Ak
(u 23 wnll lo not see whv you cannot under-
stand thet b s qmw simplo m:
should be ase'eough to g
val

Do you think T
et w7 s my,

“And Levison didu't even ask you for it?"
“He did not.”
#Well, it's a giddy pusle.”
4Tt i nob 8 pumle b all,” suid Arthur Auguatus
“ Fellahs o\ 7 own stiday, may have  beltak
appwacistion of & BYows
G!:n Lisnsre.—No. 385,

Satrp Seenasa st

n A Magnificant Now, =

om Merry & Co,
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0, don’t be funny, Gussy.”
“T s not befn’ funnay, you chump”
Tavizor's got some Il gamo on,” said Blake, with o
ahake of the head. “I can’t tell
Soy e i L nere Is Ao
know. But he's up to something.”
 You, mather

e

i dgmtun Maving e TiR 4, 2ok fo 0
feet, and departed from tho study. aused cno
monient i, the doorway to orantiity rimai

Then ho walked away, with ks noble nose high i
the air,

CHAPTER 7.
Lost, Stolen, or Strayed!
OM MERRY & 00. wero dhaiting i the comon-
m that evening, waiting for tho eunmone to
Hho dormitory, when there udden startled
exslgmstion from Arthur Augustus Direy of the Fourth.

“Gweat Scott!
D’Are; feeling in the inside_breast-pocket of his
ete was a blank expression on his face a5

jaeket, h
i‘.‘;‘:’gm
Tost some

his hand—empty !
ething?” oy ‘Kangaroo of the Shell.

“Y}mr i ejaculated Blake, “and the fiver

"Dh. you ass! Didu't T tell you to lock it up in (he
deak?”

“Weally, Blake, it is wathah bad form to esy T told

aid Arthur Augustus. “1 must have dwopped

I somewhah, and it will fum up. T4 s vowy odd thut o

pocke-book should dwop . But it

st havo dons s0, I p y lielp mé to look

B, ke isded I et tolll you so,’ in
that, unfeclin’

St gnmted, but T threw down bis “Chuckles”
started to help. Tom Merry & Co. lent their
"

They - soouted Tound the common-oom, and: they
scauned tho passages and the stairs, and they examined
Btudy Mo, 67 at atte s o qn.mr of an hiour of careful

, o posket-book bhad faled to come to igh,
Mt bavo dropped it fn the quad,” said Tom 3erry
lelrc\ung i the quad after dark.
nm i ) B earsiag
vs see, T had puivate lettals in that
cb-bwk‘ mention a fivah and a note for ten
e owerah T amspten 1 o o o o wight.”
“When did-you have it last?” asked Talbot.
Augustus reflecte

1% tho lettah this sitalmoon,” o said. “You
wemembah T showed you. the fvah, ‘lake, before You
went down to the cwicket.”

Blako nodded,

en 1 pat the fvah back i tho Sk, a
may have dwopped it bikin’ ovnl\ to
Leviéon made me the

e
Waylend, Jollay cksy
aumbab, as it turms out,

“It’s lucky,”if you've lost it outside the school,” said

idignt havo duopged in the bikeshed o the quad?”
Blake, “It's jolly queer, though. I dow
ook envia drop out of that pocket, And T s qm«e
Yo ey coula frop i, ishont seetug 1t fal
a spill on yout biko?”

o.
Blako wrinkled his brovs in thought.
“Tet's go aud sce Levison,” ho eald.
‘The oftic felows undersicod st bnce, with the efcep-
“ tlon ‘of Avthur Augustus. Ho turned his eyeglass on
nquiry.
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“Levison may kiow something about it” igreed Tom
erry. v
Wiat conld e know about b, Tom Mo
¢ It may b another of his roten tricks,” gxplamed the
captain of the (o amuses himself that way
Tomatimes, o whs s it ths alteraoon Ja bis o tudy
—he'd planted Mellish's watch in Lumloy-Lumley’s

o abctine
o gob
ot ey someloy, and hid it fn my Send ny

e is always playii’ some wotten tvick.  Let’s
o

The search-party proceeded to Levison's study. Tho
Loue jumiors who shared that study wero all at theie
rop-_Levison, Mellish, Lumley Tnmloy, o
'l'he\' Jooked siprised as nously  dose  famtieg e
archparty pretty well flled the study from
wall to

“Hallo] What's up?” asked Tumley Lunle
iy usey's lost his pocket-book, with a fiver in it.” said
lake,

iy-—
Do you Jaow .nyuung about it, Levison?”

vison

it Shoild T o abont 42" he aid

1 You came to our study and pulled Gussy’s log,” said
Blake. t fave done it for something, so T
Suppose you were playing some trick

+<Leridon did uot pll sy leg, you uttal sss—>

’s pocket- " continged Blaku une

'Arcy’s wrathful interruption.

from
e i uldu't very well fall T oo
ue of your tri
Wells it jsn't.”
“You don't Know anything about it?”
“Nothiny
said Blake;

oy “such an awiul fabricator,”
lieving o word you say.
i Sirugged his, shnuldem

Took here, Lovieon.” said Tom Merry. It pretty
dangerons playing tricks with money. 've got the
pocket-book, You'd better hand | £ turns

1y 1 mGriow, e ssall Have bn md“a. um ‘whoever
1m daken it means to keep the money in

“That's likely enough,
e G L ive ik
again;

“DiArcy has the number, and Whoever is found with
at nolo whL b makbed e thl et

1 know o hes tho muber,” sid L “Ho has
the number becanse I advised him fo take 1. Ho wasn's
goin o falke it, otherwice

al o

L [were going to steal o blosed bankaste T
shouldn't .dvm the owner to take the number first,”
sneere

“Fouro ot aceused of stealing it said Tom Merry,
3o think you've very likely taken it to stok in soms
hap's poekst, fo one of yom otten jokes

“Fam auite suah gt Tevison has not played sy
twicks this time, Tom Mewwy. .y havo dwopped
it goin’ ovah to Wayland; pewwaps in i the house of that
Wottah we went

" Shush 1* aid Lovison hurtiedly.

111 wight, deah boy; I'm not goin’ to say anys
thing,” said Arthur Augustus, “T kuow how to keep a
secwet.”

“Hallo!
y.

What's the giddy secret?” grinned Lumley-

frafd T cannot, answal that question, Lumlay.

"oh, com on 1 said  Blske, dfagging his clegant chiea
out of the study. . Jim’s will know it soon. Wo
shall have to wai morrow abou ket book.
Tt may be lying el u.e quad all the time. But if it

- paiEAD s T PEANY POPULAR”
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venin’
o bed-tim, mast of tho School House fellows had
md the following notice on the boa

~Somemhere i the silios, boioetalls, Btaame:

i a T xmcket bmk containing a five-

pound nste (No. 0004444, and o tenshilling currency-
note, and e e et ot o valuo to anyoio

but the owner. Anyone finding the same is requested to

setun 1t b0 A- A D' Arey, 17tk Form, Study Nor 6.
The notice was xead ‘ad conmeated upan, Dit up o

bedtime noboy Tad retumed he me pocm -book to

- & D'Arey, 1Vth Yorm, Sindy No.

CHAPTER s
Returaed 1o the Ow,
OM MERRY & Co. were down on the following
JEPRIAY: Aot nfore i rialag bl 1ad consed
to

They WS vty atiion for the - russia-
leather ‘o Bd 36 . bofore: Thsse Wap any
further

out the matter.

15 tho fiver did not turn up thore would. be unpleasant

Syt gp Tty ud e RO s AR the
Drojsted excursion for Satuiday afternoon would bo put
S ndefa

"But it e Augustus had not lost his pocket-book

nywhere within the walls of St. Jim's was quite clear

by breakfost:tim

"The Juniors sought for it high:and low, W thore,
and everywhere, with_all the keeanoss of Boy Scouts
looking for *sign’

A erowd of fellows helped them, and pretty
very inch of the quad was searched, as well as the
Tuildings.~ Figgins & Co: of the New House kindly lent
a hand in the search when they heard what the trouble
But thore swas o sign of the

nearly

ast, with the know-
ve been lost outside
In the latter case, the
thief was keepmg
7 But they shruik, mmuy. from, such o suspicion.
Tevison mxg o played a trick with the pocl
but they Lndly Delfovel ne would stal 1t Prongh they
Kaow in what desperate need o was for maney. Bt
o had caused D’Atcy to make a note of clm

pmmaea the suspicion that he could
purloine

evison had' taken it for one of his wipleasant
this time, or Levison

Iht icalcllgu at-work. He inquired into the matter, and
.y to Teport to him if the pocket-book was

found.
Knld.n'e certainl,
sleig)

would not lave scen
of-hand tricks euch ns

anything
Levison.

ave owned u]

“The ass dropped it outside somewhere,” said Blake,
when they camo I to breskfost. “ Better put an ad. in
the * Rylcor

'And that was what D'Arcy decided to do.
_But thoro surprise waiting for the fnslorg sty
siotning lossoms.  Toby, the pages bronglit a packet 1o
Arthur Avgustus, after the Juniors had lefs B Form:
“x came by post that morniny
i Reguslin Jostet ot tho Big- Tob-cavelope Tn
rise. It bore several stamps, and the postmark

o dooce can this e, deal hoys?”
n Wondcn Feels like a-pass-book, but 1

My patah has wefused fo start
anothah bankin' vaccount for me.”

¥ NEXT
WEDNESDAY:
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2 Qpen it and sec, fathead” was Blake's suggestion.

Xaay, that's a good ideah” agroed Avthur Kugustus
He it open the big envelope, and uttered a

e

T Great Sont "
“ Well,

My wcm -book

o erry & Co. gathered onnd in astonishment,
et Joined them, with a grin on his face.

1 was the pocket-book Wglt enough. “Arthur Augustus
stared at it in wonder, as from the large,
Hick envelope, The 1«: eticle had come back by posti
It was surprising en

“That's fho blssed thing, right enongh” said Blake.

“ Perhaps you'll say now you're soeey for putding it-on
to me, or trying to,” said Levison, with a snees

“Rato " cid Blako, ab once. + 1t scoms that 16 waar's
you after all, but it was only natural to suppose that it
was ono of your rotten tricks,  Stll, thats the wm.
book ight enough. Someliody’s found it, and sent

ack by
“Vewy e of them,” sid DA
2 don'C here 8 otar vith itt? "kod Talbot of the

Shell
Arthur Augustus looked into tho envelope.

The Juniors all read the letter together. Tt was briof.

“Sir,—This pocket-book was found in the rpom
e A G e e
You per post.—Yours faithfully,

“AARON MosEs."”

Mosea ” ejagulated Levison.
“Moses, bai Jove!”

“You thumping ass!” said Blake, “You left )i u.mv
Towd better chow up that leter, If Kildare
kuow that youvo been o oses youl be enied
up befors the Housemast

Arthur S et i aestcrsti nas it very

puzaded

P Senlly do not undahstand it,” ho said. I is s vovy
wnmnﬂmh that my pocket-book shon\d ‘avo lipped ont
of my pocket there without my notici Howevah,

Suppia s mak have dons so. T oo SoHgIABIRE Hoare
for weturnin’

“Well, he couldn’t keep it, T suppose, and your name’
in it,” edid Lowther. “What ato you doing with it now,
fathead?”

“Puttin’ it in my pocket.”

“Azen’t you going 1o see it it's gt fnside?”

Bai Jote! 1 nevah thought of that
Arthur Augustus e
“Teah are my lettahs, all mgm " he said. “Lettah
fom, Consin; Ethel, leitah fnom that chap Buntat at
Gotwisha—"bei Jove, I musk-wealy aguwah tha lotter
oo of these days ' lettah Jwom my patalt aan g Jettah

fwom old Carray fn Fiaadahe, They'es all wight®
" And the iver?” howled tho finiors. ur Augustus
correspondence first, apparently
rcgndmg that as the more importan
od time, deah boys. That's in anothah com-
psnment Yaas, heal's tho toy-shillin’ nofe, al wight.
Now, whal's that fiva

Arthur Augustus Texatins IS,

Ho searched {hrough all the reccptaclés fuside the
pocket- book and thrned the letters out, and examined
cach one separately

But the Aver did mot come to light. Biske jerked the
pocket-book: away, and exuined it himselt. There was
2o trace of the five

“That's jolly ueer”

ure it was inside?” asked Manners.
withah | Levison saw mo put it in just befoak
we started 1 for Moses® plice”
That'sso.” said Levison, with a nol,
i u taken out.

Tt jon't he aid Blake. “It's bees
1t souldw’t have fallén outy with this ey

ere now,” said B
“Tt was in the-same compartment with the ten shillin®
note, and that hasw't falen out, deah boy:

, he said at lat.

& Magnificent New, Lon;

Gamplate Shsol Tal
Fom Morry & Co, R (i

y MARTIN GLIFFORD,
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1 cay, that's
The junirs loo
There was only

s joly o.lav" said Tom Merry. 4

d thoroughly perplexed, da they felt.

atie possible cosctusion they could coia
to, and that way, that, the bankoto had been. taken out
of m ‘Docket-book while it was in the possession of Mr.

But it seemed incredible that Mr. Moses could
havo,taken it. They knew that
greedy and unscrupulous, and that hi
were little more honest than stealing; but surely a
iness man never be stupid enough to commit
such & theft! 1t e had 1ot too Tuch onésty, he must
ve too much sense.

Moses couldw't b such an, idiot,” said Talbot, st
last. = Ho wouldu't-be thove doing i, pertaps; bt
would kngw 1t was too raky: He yould ko that. the
mumber of tho note would be nown,

Ho didu't know sbout Tovin i’ me take the
num
“But your father would kuow the number, and if ho
4id ot ho oould et it from the bauk that sént him the
note,” said Talbot. It would ouly be a question of

o8 T aall ongin of et
“ Anyway, the note can’t be passed,” said Tom Merry.
“Tou'se oy got to-t6ll the police the umber, and 1t
il be stopped, snd whoever tries to pass it will be
arrested.
“Yaas, wathsh!
befoah diunah.”
Hold on " said Levis
Alloyon were turn Levison.
1 zow that Moser 7 said Lovison.  «I's plain
enough. Don't_you remember, D'Afey. ho shoved you
Whet hs was going out of tho room and & savw him hiding

T'll bike down to the police-station

comething uhis hand. afterwards.  That was when he
hiad the pocket-book.  He picked your pocket.”
et Soott

“You sse, you couldn't have diopped tho book ther
You had it i an tuside pocke
1t couldn's Choved pped out
“T don’t see how it could,” id “Do you
remember Moses shoving you, Gu
Yass, watheh! Ho shoved me qm(e e
Tinsisted upon bis stoppin’ and listen arks,”
eaid Arthur Au was feahfully watty ab such
S WRAORLIS T i e iny s T ek it b RAN
it would make mattahs worse for him if I gave the wottah
a feabful thwashin’
That looks as i the old rascal actnally picked tho fat-
ead’s pocket,” said T rry.
a it Ties o

m.

i B wa Bt shopldn

have thought he was that kind of thief.’ Anyway, it will
como out jf he tries to pass the note.”

e

was there,” said
03

The juniors had not wougm of that. But they knew
how an oles would, be, if be should Jiconer
{hat a St Jim's fellow had visited a moneylender,

ially & monoylender with Mr. Mosess perticalarly
unsavoury Teputa
We cun't Tet the wottah  eep tho fivah,
mou o wad Avths ugustus, in
a's why ho's takon it,” said Tovison coolly.

“Ho
Imows you won't let it come out thaf

you wero in his
m with a very strange

evison avoided
nown

AN SWERS

.
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choquered, was Eovter than tho other fllows, and. his
glance was very penetrating as it dwelt on Levi here

i mind, bus he did mot, utter
black bheép as he was, had done

folow ho had ¢
© was not for Talbot to speak.

There was a long silence after Levison's words. The
juniors were angry and indignent. = But Levison had
&poken the trut would never do for the Head to
Tnow and Levison had been to the moniey-

fons witl Moses_were

the cause of his betrayal,
ey himeelf would certainly have been called very
severely over the soule.
rthur Angustus who broke the silence.

eyes gleaied hehmd s eyeglass, and his voice Sembed
vith Indignatio

Yo shall have to keep it dark, desh boys.  The
yotfah knows that T can't give Levisin wway.
Tt el Tevison, ot t5 get him th: 5T
ould et the sack if it all cam ould get into

2 wow, too, but T nful wottah knows
o can’t ey anythin’, and we shall have to let him keep
the fivah.”

s queer,” said Tom Mer
Tt Sebms fo mo plain euough,” said Levison, “Moses
makes five q\nds clear, because he knows he can’t. be
given avay.

“I_1 suppose so! But—but it's queer.
understand his doing it.* He is a rascal, But—but pick-
ing pockets is quite another matter. Still, I must say
it looks @it he did it "1ts pretiy herd lines on Gusey to

I can't quite

“That's all wight, deah boy,” said D'Arcy, with a
efort. “It's wathah wotten about our little esoursion
o Saturday aftahnoor, that's

W vt il ity said Taibot ot quietly.. e may
ot be necessary to lose the fiver aftes

athia? Tustobe doi That weuld give Levison uway,
deah boy,” said Arthur Augustus quick}

Talbot iodded, and sanntered away, with a deep shads
o Bk o bis Srom: S There

ind of the Tt that had ot occurred o tho o(hﬂ'
r8.

B

CHAPTER 5.
TaitelMatae s Dise
ATURDA snd went, nnd that, btk motor:
car excnrnon did not

Arthur Sugustus had taken his little notice

from the board; a
Pocket-hook had SRR
The el SR Jim's vesigned himself to the loss of

But though the mmer

not forget it
That Mr. s an

mow bafore; but that he. was capable
pocket of 4 visitor, secu

But there appeared none.
from the pocket-book sud the

een in
Tk sshotd fo make thb atier

R st
oar.
ot perkaps was tho one who felt tho most doubtful,
s was tioie.tho mitter 5 good deal of thought, and
sometimes his eyes rested curiously upon Ty
curiously.

TLevison appeared to avoid Talbot as much as he could.
Perhaps the keenness of the one-time Toff made him
‘uneas;

But Levison had declared to Arthur Augustus that the
Toss of the fiver should be made good. ~Arthur Auguetus

“THE PENNY POPULAR,” _“GHUOK!
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ved the matter sside, but the bisok aitem of the
Fosl;th seemed quite in ea:

id the swell of St.
T can stand it, you

“I'm

ece. tiies on - Batioess wiin you lost, it,”
5 vison, I’ up o me, and I'm going to settio
xt week, I hope.
“That's all ‘wight, deaks Loy
Jim's, “Dow't wowry about that.
now.”
*But you'ze no going to stand it suid Levison.
wojng to seitle i see.
o Brompei ths publect i
ety takodtho.Lisck mep o the Fourth &
fow doys later how o was gotting on with Mr. Moes.
dcrs

Loyison o brigged "his shoul
‘ m said. “T think it will bo
ol right. ‘So Long as it i 't Jawed about here, 1 think
shal ouf
“Glad to hear it,” eaid Tom. “It wow't be-talked

about here.
man, when
e

Only for goodness’ ek kekp cléar of that
'yow've once got rid of him, You're geuerally

snd made o
v ekeha i i min,

a5
came into his cyes. Ho was by no means out of th
wood yet, and ho knew it. His dcspzrnw resource had
llu;d ‘him into daep aters.

r.
danger that such a communication might fall into the
hands of & master or a prefect;  Tor the correspondence
of the St. Jim's Tellows, though not as & rule interte

red
with, was subject to supervision; and if a letter from
¥ monaylender had boen joted, Levison would have been
called up before the Head at oice.

o was alone in his stu afternoon after lessons,
solacing himsel reite, when Talbot of the
Shell came in. L and threw the cigar-
etto into the grate. as the only fellow at St.
Jim's for whose vison cared a straw.

‘Talbot did not appear to notice the haze of cigarcite
smoke in the study. His handsome face was very gra
“Hallo " aid Tavison. | Why aren't yon at erickets”
150 oked In to speak to Jew, Levisa:
“Thanks "
Talbot closed the doo:
Do you mind it 1 Speak quite frankly

» he asked. .
“Not'a
“Tho chaps have the impression that yowve got ot of
your fix.”
And you Tavont?”

< to me that you are decpor 1a 16 than

Tt e B ey 'x,h"gh'
“It’s mot ‘manch tse trying to pull the wool over the eyes
of tho ol S ’

out of a fix, in't know where to raise the money,
and you paid up five qma T had lent you.
S e

xossed my miad that you might
gone to a moneylender for it.”
-':rhnn what you wero thining of doing yourslt.”
, but you paid “’é in time, and T wasn’t forced
said byt oo outy L can'e
e money—

ison was silent.
“Tho other chaps think you borrowed money from
Moses on account of your befting,” said Talbot.

weshESbaY: "FINDING HIS ‘LEVELI®

Levison, with a eneer.

be s\lclz an ass!” said Levison impaticutly.
“Do you think I didn’t l(now the risk of getting lnto
that Yilain’s clutches? I wasn't fool €nough to go

ou the mouey,” said Levison, with o

shrug of the shoul e sexen ad lent it to me to get
out of a scrape, exaiad 1

Bare boon & ety caa it lndn' paid up.

m that mo:

lly. I should

oney-

had to have tho money, and t]

It You hadwt turaed up trumps, T might bo in Jour

ix ‘at_the present momen! rotter would have
tréated me as badly as ho's treated you.”

“You're well out of it,” said Levison.

¥ Jin i

“It must be elped," snid Talbot quictly, *Ivs trus

thelyou anid gt , but never havo
for it, nor m you for it; and o

ne your oyn
Lo\mzel into this sorape, * Well, wo're in. um i
Levison shook his he

" b snd;

1 can get out of s
T think they will bo a succoss: Auyway, yon couldn’ %
Taiso tho money. You sce, the fiver has grown into a

ay.
e paid befor
Talbot, with a faint smile.

“The tenner will have to b

0 it becomes
“I supposo

a t-money,” said Levison
opl e as ora e it
. a twist for them to keep me here at all. If

T got sacked, it will be a blessing in disguise for them.”
“You won't got mcked it it can be belped. You kow
T've been worl thoote Prize,” aid Talbot.

said

bitterly. My |
war. {u Ewt

“That's twenty qn\d e names will d
T thiak L bave over 5ou 5 Tve been putting
my beef Lmy biks lust term, and.

want a lnlun To £ get that pine e o for you and
ten for m

By e
T will be nest week at tho latet,” said Talbot. <1¢
T don’t geb it, we must think of some other way. Bub

T'm almost sure, Slnec Mlnneu withdrew. Manners was
e anly chap I'vas afsaid of in that. T beliovo o atood
v @ matter of fact, If I geb

52 i s g
syison made a resless movament,

goi you,” he said at last, “You

don't ha:e ‘affy too much money on your m).\olnlhl]\. aud

> Talbot ahook his head.
m{ debt a3 much ag yours,” o sald.
elp

“You
3o g Levisou.
o e e together over it.
16T do get it, that .m.ke. it casy. Then you can clear
oft Moses, and start fresh.

“T don’t think I shall need it muttered Lovison.

Talbot gave Lin a penctratin

T don' ack for your confde ,i' S Levison,” o aid;
“but—bat it you're playing somo deep game, T'd advise
;m\ o, chuck 1t over.  You T pesking on 5
rie:

get that pri

& What do you mean?”

o o, L L G Lnmant o, 30,
ant New, Loni ke Sohéal T
‘Worry & Co, 'év VARTIN SLiFFoRD.” °F

A magningo



14

“I¥s going to bo mnde up to D'Arey,” asid Lovison;
Eipy omised ki

Vititg: his lip. “T've hat, Ho woi't loss
anytiing. P st o et it thas what youre 5ot
your

Head.
it el me yhat you've done”

1 Jnow I've done anything?
“You are keener thatt the other chaps,” said Levison,
“Supposo I tell you that T have botrowed D'Arcy’s fiver,
4o return it to him next week? No great harm in that,
copsidering the fx T was fn”
“Well you've ade me tell yan, gad now ou'es gob

1o keep it -dark,” said Levison.
artioular in auxmg

with' & man like . He's-piled -up cent, per cent.
ntexest on mo-is a few montha, Wiy houldu't T fgits
im_with his own Wweapons!

e et td mybolt, Tt would hock yon,” said
Tevison satirically.- “But I can tell you that D'Arey
=l i

canmot pay M
SRR hm. nm ane

Tt ,!:u ought to 5 ’ him loan, if not the

interest.” Ho hts 1o uwht to the et o e Ho'a

s own money.”

raan ik look-out:

A swindler who gets swindled
e

u my opinion about that, Leyison, T
don't know what youve done, but T kow you'e pisy-
ing a risky game. Wouldn't it be better to pay Moses
2 Soon 45 you can, with my help, iu a straightforvard
way, and have done with it¢"
e too latel”
o0 late?” 3
o
T e T 1ot #, 2 cither T get clesr,
or I go'to the dogs with a crash. I don't kuiow yet how
it will work out, but I think I'n.\ m& Onee he- has
passed that, note through the bax
hEg? Whott Sy >
vison cat u
Heres oy whor T %ﬂkmg o0, much. It afer
u to know uothing about it Ym ot going
JSou tnto
5o tokd me T might help ou

dra

“ Possibly; but I tell you I'm e going to let you visk
t. You sce, T've got soie oints,” eneered Levison.
i e 3 thomen turn’ once, and I never

o1
You're about tho aly Slap i the echool who
a

by you,
coneideting fhat you got into thix o
my account.”

*Inow you would, bub_yow're no;
going to run the risk. You riked i
prison ouce In your excly dave W!_wn
9

4o bring you within reach of it again."”
“Prison " exclaimed: Talbot, in
starled_voice.
Tevison laughed an unplesgant Ingh.
at’s where it stands” he. said.

i, and

FOR NEXT WEEK:
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What had Levison done? wes the thonght that troibled
'mbov mind now. t had he done, and hoy was

ward and reckles blmsg ‘of the Fourth to
e roscued from his owh _rongdoing?

CHAP’]‘ER 10.
iamond Cut Diamoad.
“ mmm LEVISON, goot-afternoon *
0ses was qm(e sondial i3 i mannee
ia private

as Evmnn came in room, 1t
as nearly a weok siice “Lovison's talk with Talbot, nm‘l
at,

Subjess g e e et Tor it
he alon

ot d:ly i litle note froin atr. Moses hud fenched
ad cycled over to Wayland to

i the reddish gleam in his eyes,
n lips. showed that his nerves were

Levi cagl, b
the tlghtnes« of zs ‘thin
m a state of tension;
“Sit down, Muh Tevison,” said the moneylender in
i oily way. “You have 1éceived my little note?”
Yee.

¥ ou to wrte to the shool azy more”
said Levison, “If note }mdl reached the wrong

hat i good. You owe me six
e uid in interest alrendy?” snid Tevison, with

» bitter emil,
usht live,” sighed Mr. Moses, *Shese are
el Siaon ey e vt o Ee A

"Thiat meedn'¢ bother you'!” sheered Lovison,

Mz, Moses laughed.

"By the way, can you give me bk that fiver 1 paid

you?” asked Levison, eyeing the monaylender.
b pasticalasly, - You would just s soon have s
" agreed Mr. Moses. - “But I no longer

have dw. ek 1o v yosid sinss you poy Him, 4nd
1.do gt keop, fvers apout the house,”

R Yoow ‘you had_a burglary ‘here once,” ho
remarked.

Mr. Moses chuckled,

“Yesh, and the burglars found noming.” he remarked.
o1 am a pisiness man. pé mein monish in der

s that special fiver—I want it.”
am shorry, but T eend him to der
bank der same day,” said Mr. Moses.
11 you Had told me to keep it for you
him, and sharge you a little in-
(ewgh for shat. but you have said

Tevison's eyes gleamed.
“You eent it to your bank?’ he

st

- here,” suppose I offer you six
quids for it 0 gol>" x
oses sprend out his hiny hends
withi ‘@ despai

3y 8 you et e petite;

“py ¥ Another Splendid Long, £
Tin Deteen the- devil’ 543 ‘the. dee] p! 3 Miehter Levison? I vould have kept
sea, and in that position a chap can’é Complete Story of him a veek, tree veeks, if you offer
be pn tmulm‘ TI'm playing Moses at Tom' Merry & Co. me ten shilling & for ehat. But you
his m Bame, o 8, little sharper, and at St s say nozzing, and I send him to der bank
Tm dmg ‘alone e et

it of the study Sh watched Levison's face curiously:
w)dwnc mot.\xe) word to end the discus- Sh.-.t fiver was your own?” he asked.
o bt shood wwith ' podeand & MARTIN CLIFFORD. {} <y tear Mishter Levison, it you have
‘troukrled fnue Talbot of the Shell was . put’ your foot in it, am shorry. I
the ouly fellow who had e found any Order in Advance. vould do o nng to get it buk bub m

e g it st ot
mz what there was of it, wu.s rangely ERICK ONE PENNY. London or )\lanchesm or upm—l
cal Iy nuxed Wi evil. know not.”

“Fip G
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called to see Levison,» said Mr. Moses,

B

“But you cant,” exclaims
'Want o ruin him?" - Yesh, if he does ROt pay Wy momish,

m Merry excitedly, “Do you
Frr ity oalily.” (e Reger 1)

Mr. Moses was ovidently speaking the trath, That,
as,3 mtter of fac, was what ished to know.
o parted with the fiver?” he ea
“Yesh”
G
" Goot?" repeated the puzzld maneglender, 1 do nob
tstand you, Mishter Levison. You have said you
unz it backc”
ted to Jnow whether you'd parted with it,” said
Levison: 1 know all about Jour habits with money,
bt Fwanted to be qito eure
paR

" 53id Levisom, in a lov, deliberate volce,
Moses, I didn’t pay you that five

“ Because,
“because, Mr.
AT

You remember that D’Arcy came with me?
“Yesh,” said Mr Moses, eyeing Levison Toteatly, and
» litle uneamly
he got home he foand his pocket-book miss-

Shat waa Teft here,” aid Mr. Moses, with a gesture

and send him. by,

towards the’ v T oad B
post.”

“The fiver was in it.”

“Vatt?

oIt wae Dikreys fver”

D

k in his pocket-book. When Le got
the pociet: book Back e Tooked n 1t tor the fver, dad
it was gone.

e foes sared Dlankdy at Levison.

“Zen he did nob drop he pocket-bock in shat abafr,”.
e oad. " You pick ki pockt, md fake ehat fires 3o
pay me.”

P58 Jou can prive thab, I, Moses, e alrighit

id Levieon, with o bifter encer.” But 1 think you'l
i i€ hand to provo it Doy fomd that the

onn and he remembered that you laid hande’ m\

him e, He concluded, of couree, that you had picked

poc!

at
S o that s ou had ploked hie pocket, a3d 2 o
Tz Geu Lisnsry.—No.
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4, the ofher fellows, and he would Lave gone tothe
police about
. Moses f:

nt
nmmg him; he didu't
my deafings with you.
my sake, he decided to oo 1, s bt moing”
. Sootness

BRSY Levison, with bitter distinotness it

it ehould comu out about, me would no longer
e romon s Viop e you give me away at

T, Mr. Moses, D'ty will go 4o the police ab once,
‘and tell them the number of the five:

“Blesh my shoul” gasped Mr,

“You can say I paid it to you if you like. T shall deny
every. word of i, of course! =

“1yArey is firmly convinced that you picked his pocket.
When the fiver js traced to you, you will bo acoused of
Fobbing bl andl proseutsd.

v have it all out i n court,
TLevison cooll

f law,” sa

to prove {m the

t]lele l the fact that you

e were o wiagass ot
gave it to yob, ud Lo burned your ecipt

oses s Tevison in & dased wa

Ha ssanet fiife at.a 1000 b Witk M iseme:arin
8 very cuming raseal himsclf, Dut the cumning rascallty
of this mere sehoolboy took }uu breut

“If you say that I paid it . youl have to prove
thnt :c was ever i my ossesson. wald Lovison. * Bro

2 3y cootaess 1”

““And now, Mr. Moses, I'll trouble you for my little

= R Ynur litle baper
My debt to you can be called off. And you'
give. mo e pounds back—to settle W

v soung schoumdrl " gasped Mr. Moses.

O

S oh ot pou. potesst o Mk he sald, "Td

have paid the five you lent me, with fen or twenty per
cent. interest with pleasure. You charged mo a hundred -

e cent. {or bwo wonths, which works out at six kugdred

er cent. por anny at s simply stealing, and you

. "You tawied on my fear of being Gcposed. at

out of the school. Well, now I'm

e on your foar of being arrested and sen
& pnmn for theft it for
x prison i der oRie Bl foc Jou, Mihter

Levison " stid tho moneylendr, Dinking o “For
oy of gour age to be such a rachgal it nishing 1> °
me to it,” said Levison. i

ruin me if you like, and Tll ruin you at the same time!
Tit for ta ! You should be careful how you
drive  chap orner !

There long silence in the Mr.

wrinkled brow oot thats e s thioing Shelsives
Shod ituation. It wis & new experience for the.
ught by ono who was more sharp a1
unsorupulous than himedlt,
Tevison watched him with a mocking, satirical grin.
a pleasure to him to seo the usurer cornered
atto e trehiio o hed orusod e, i days and nights
ar and uneasiness,
s ool wes bis cunsing Soht Sebemo had worked
perfectly. Ho had the money under his thuml
Guite o8 muh-as ko was Hiieelt wader the b of B,

Mr. Moses could Garry out his oft-uttered threat of
Tevison at tho school

I—there was nothing to

THE MAGNET,"

e
Evory Monday.

d. 0O

How was he to prove that Levison had handed it to
Tie could cost Levison nothing. He would deny it.
Ho would prosiaia that. he stil_owed Mr.
ull sy, aud, had paid
prore:

S alr How, el Bad b

‘pickpocket, evidently; but of Levison's reputation
school as & conjucer and sleight-ofhand pexfnrmzr Mr.

5 of coumn‘,d know nothing.

o

oses thought it

o
W ‘waited patiently for Mr. Moses to s e was
urry. " Ho feit that he held the Toneylender 1

o cleftatick, and ho Sould e patient

carly choked. He was greatly inclined to
finish the interviow by taking the Jusior by the seru
of his meck.
g You axo villing 0 tell lies—many lies,
‘How do I know shat you are not teiling
banknote was not Mast
on shrugged his
S aik girey yau Jour baper and_five pounds,
ain't it continue “Vell, I giffs you

o said:
o vun now,
ter D’Arcy's at all?”

Jozzin
Levison gritted his teeth
ifls you messing” sepented Mr, Moses.
it shat, binknote reatly belong. to Hish
n I tinks apout it. But I giffs you Moeg T
baper !”

{ Keep

5 ive me my paj

stand 0 chargu of theft.
“1 ris] ” said

" said Levison,

or youll
o can tako your ehoi

s feet
“You won't give me oy papert
o
“You 11 take the consequences, then
“T vill risk shat!” sneered Mr. Mose
Tevison gave him a bitter look and left the room,

slammin; oor atter him. He had succeedod only in
part. The two rascals were equally in cach other's power
now. 8o long as foses kept. silent, Levison would
Dot ‘make the matter public to his o , and Mr.
aper with Levison's signature on it. He

ture to o it now. It was useless o him,

But it remained in existence, and

ast, ho

It was o caso if diamond ot diamond, and
evison, at least, had not had the worst of
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CHAPTER 11
Mr. Moses Calls on Business.

RAVO!
“Yaas, bwavo, deah boy!”
“Jolly good ™
ere was & merry 8 et G dall of o old choct
Flouse when Levison came in, ‘Talbot of the Shell, his
D s Rushed, waa ths centrs of it atalations.
Levison looked at tho cheery crowd in Surpris
M Whats oni” e saked.
“Haven't you heard, deaht bny(” exclaimed Avthur
Augrshu D'Arcy “Tho names are 1|
Pt -
B e N aorte Pwise, deah boy. Aud Talbot's

" ravo, i 2

“That's ood news,” said Levison, with sincere
xauslutmn “T%en Talbot's bagged the twenty quids?”
“Yaas, w 2

“Cong ’rnwlxunnsv Talbot ” said Levison.
Thanks ! said Talbot, with  smile,
ik, s 16 &
“You st hove swotted for it

“1t's jolly good

“Well, 1-did swot, ra
T nly fopping " said Tom Merry, clapping his
chum o e choulder. Yo'l geb your new bike out
of that,
ok bt ¥ aid Talbot

“T con-
T weally don't

said Asthur A\\gnst\ls
t oah, b

cd of th money.
g
tho uso he-had made
i?m ended to Tepay it, bub ho Dy from taking from
Talbot money that the scholarship junior needed for
. of the Fourth looked into the study a fow

5 il e
ere?” aaid Levison, in surprise
No. 61" We're celebrating Talbot's giady

vic(cxy, “Tho on only is rolling
ash , and so is Talbot, and we're making it .
mborce, Everybody's welcome_toom i tho passage
for those who can’t get into-the study. Com

Blako dieappeared o sk maiting or & Y.

ison did not follow him.
o was 1 e ood for & 3o|hlicatmn, There was a
weight growhn

B puoccedbd in. the curious trick he had played

upon, M. Moses, aud e felf, according to his peculisr
Joint of view, that he was justified. But, somehow, he
Taa already focling loss satisfled than at first.

‘Atfer all, decp and cunning os ke was, ko was but
a boy against a that m and un-
Scrupulots moneylender, ~ What it Mr. Moses ahould
contrive e

m mc &ae B o pai
new what that

came

"Yet, think over it as ke ould, ho coud, ot sco any
ealric e oses had Tetused to
zeturn him bis paper, but he could never dare to use
T et phessni, creustances. What. sould the
ot Lgvison fet  wague and groving e
o hali-wished " that ho had taken his
oy wover played that cunning trick. Mor
i 5 )
FINDING HIS LEVEL!

nex
nmmf,m

than once in his experionice he had found thal cunning
over-reaches itse

m that mood ke was not inclined to join thie merry
party in Study No 6.

5 could. ear ‘s cheary voices in th puesage the

achering 60 tho many friends of Tolbet
e o e ) et e sbuay. oaning =
the windowaill, the cool air of tho qunaxwxe fanning
s heated brow. Had he saved himself, or liad o only
lunged deeper into danger? That was the question that
amered shoreiamsly T s brain; aud to which 16 could
find no decided answer.
Tho sun was sinking iu the west: the old quadranglo

‘nas flooded,with golden light . the ancient ol
Tullows with iy faces were doniing 1o from

_shadow:
the playing:felds. Ti vas o plessat s bt Levsen

M arted suddenly from his gloomy Shought
fat figure in n rusty black coat and & shiny silk

l;c liad appeared at the gates, and was erossig towards

Tovison's eyes fed upon it with terror.

e g

Ho had come!
Levison wtdhed the moneylender ke s fellow ma
e, d come t

3 was chcastng Ve haaa. it Mia slar,
dehbembe steps, glanced at curiously by tho fellows Ho

nd come 19 seo {he Heud! What el could )
have como for? Levison's hrain turned almost xﬂd_y!
Ho would e called upon’ aow to_stiek to his {alisbood
to, make iy acousstion against the ‘moncylender s
nd after all, ho would uob bo sayed,

hgtores Hapsoen o M

The' wrstohed junior clonched s hands hard. Bt o
bitter, savago wae_to
PueE that Sanhll uehe Should sulte: ag.. Ho would
not fall alone |

o watched the moneylender as

finaly disappeared from sigh in the i of g ool
House. Ho was in the House now, and Levison waited,
iu-bitter auxiety, for the summons L felt must come
The summons Lo fhe Head's study—to face Mr. Moses in

on—a

he presence of Dr. Holmes!
Tt it did not e
Fate ates wenta passed, but there came no kuock
40 The ook, Bty e maxi iney havs ppieiaod o The
Head by this time his s tho story!
Head would send for m ncuused Jusioe

esage at last. Tevison
S opasios o8 fi doms
o sec a prefect, Rildare or Darrel,

trembled. He tne; to p\lll mee]
opened. He ex
chas
erry
Shel! who Tooked uto the stady. Tom Merry's face waa
ave.

i 7o coms, Lovison?”

“Whero

Tom did m necd telling to o Tevison afuded.

A wh % wadersiond,” " geped Levisone
“Hasn't :t&-hssn‘c o een to the Hea

o S S Yoo

“To see D'Arey! You'd better come.”

iT'm coming

chance yet? Levisan’s mind was in &
whm o e Cellomed ) coptars ot ns Bhell from the

CHAPTER .12.
A Surprise for Study No, 8.
WEAT Seott!”

That was Arthur Augustus D'Atcy’s ejacula
tion when Toby, the page, with & atntled ook
ou his face, announcec lus visitor.
dy. No, 6 was crowded just then.
T Tour chums were all 4t home, “of course, and the
Ternble Three and Talbot, andGKAn im l.nd Gl n and
“Tax

w EM g 385,
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G of the Shell,” and Reill, d Hammond and
!gﬂh, aind several other fellow, y =
Thoy all jumped )

n Toby & smounced hat Mr. Moses
had catiod fo-s6e Master D'
Mr. was -well

“nime to most of the
ite 8 notorious charaster o Waylond
god, wid most. peoplo had heard of

e Azt Angaton ' Azey.

page, looking quite

Sekiody Toke v sok i M t his duty
to tako e, Moses to e fousemaster e i O
the junior he hiad askod!{o eee. Bt Toby was ansious
ot to go ynpnr.r swell-of St. Jim's into trouble if
ho. aontd ol

3y ot afit: Kingarss. idwt know you had

I i
palted Moses to the celobration, Gussy.
1 favs nob asked Tim, you duBall’ said Arthur
Augustus, “I have not tho slightest ideahi why o
conte heah, T wefuse to séo him.
“Hoar, hear!" said Herries. “Tell him'to clear off,
“He must

Pta on,” exit i Talbot, in bis quist wy
Hadw't

Tave come o of business, D’Atcy.
you better seo im?

“It ig wathah infwa dig to see auch -8 vewy wotten
chamactab, Talbo

0% 1ot i come-in,” rid Tom l\(cnyv ateling the
anxious expression on Talbot's face. ~ *You see, you
SR A T Gthi g eai Dorkags W e
the visit”

it
oy wast i o g2 fo the Head and mention
#ha you called on him, you ko

T wetuso to be indieaced by any fesh of what that
ety maydo” said Arihur Augustus, mounting
h Horse.

o him,”
trouble e somoabindy sl you
“Bal Jore! Pewwaga so

T4 might mean
e
m

. Tobay?”
sir,”
T s B -oms\miy ‘might

" said Blake. “Trof him in.”

* get off,” remarked Kangaroo,
excuse you vhile you interview your

t-efening P ho
B the oot quickly bebind him, What would
happen if it became known that tho moneylender

tho school be Siardly now; but o knew

Arthur Augustus ecroved s monodl fnto Lis e, and
regarded the oily gentleman with a haughty
Arthur Augustus isliked and despised he han from s

ry soul, and ko did mot fecl disposed to conceal the

“Pway, Mr. Moses, to what do T owe the honali of
this vistl” o inquired {rigidl

A loetlo matter of piri

“You ‘hava n0 businées with me, Mr, Moste:”
M. Moses &miled.

“ Mo 55 is Wiz yoi, and not with all these young.
shentlemens,” he remarked.

gL bave o seowats twom my fwiends,” enid Doy
foily. “Don’t go, you fellows T insist upon

Jour wematnin’ o ieal vhat this et 15 ai T
s GEx Lines
oon, uunmuu

e Bove:
vory Monday,

onay.
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rwut'\uo o adyit that Thave any business whaterals with
such a
Tear, hewr I’ murmured Wouty Liwther
“Ferry well” suid Mr. Mowes, with o :hrng of tlie
shoulders. “Shat is as you like, Master D'Arcy. You
ill ;umember Sou oslied on mo it Sgkees Lovigon”

“On shat occasion, Mishter Levison pald me a five
pound note

i
ariTho mumber of shat noto was 0004444,” said Mre

“Gweat Scott 1>
“Shat note I paid into my bank, in der usual way,”

pursued the moneylender. *But sis afternogn Mishter
Zorige call gnd tall s st lowss gpusiiofe®
£ that was the numbah, Mr. Moses, that was
notes” Sk At Augustus.,  “But I was indah the
impwession that—that——'

- Shat is vat T yant to !mow," said M, Mose:
shat was your note, Mishter Lovison told me i uu(h
sis afternoon, Shat is vat I come to find ol

The juniors looked at one anothier blaukl 7.

“Then how did the poukebbonk comte to be left at your
‘place?” domanded Tom Merr,

“*¥ou had potfer sok Mishier Levison,” snid thé money-
lender. “I fi Mishtor D'droy
0, 8ud,T send him'pack by post. tor Levison c-n
e he vill acouso mo of pwhng SHihter D Aoy posket
wTase bl

Mr. Mos d.
“ You heuue shat T have done shat?”
pa O

TFerry olever soung shentloman, shat. young shontlo-
» remar] ‘Moses, rubbing his shiny hauds.
shink shat he go to  prison some day. Zere are many
hke him in

L wotuse t0 awodit ynur atement wogardin’ Lo
suid, Arthur Augustus. Y amn suah that you e

™% And you aro propared-to say so-in s court of law?”
asked S

I have been keepin’ it dark for

shentleman . tell me.

b youn

! grimed Mr,

Moses; *a ferry Glever young shentlom
BTy o i . o sou il ho says,” sug-
gested Blake.
0% feah ko shuly, Smobily 5
uitted the study. He returned in a couple
of mmutz!, Tollowed by Leison of the Fourth.

i v o itlo pal, bt o was quita cool

Tom Morty losed the door again, sfter Lovison s
the shudy. “Thete were Soveral o s tellows hanging
about the. passage, and ho was in dread of the mews
Getting ont Shat Me. Moses was In tho sra

sndden arcival of the Housomaster ontho scens

would. hats mmeknt seFious consequatces, To: Lavison, at
Toast.

Mr. Moses looked at Levison with his oily smile.

“8o yowve come here,” said Lovison, between his

teet!
“I come to aek Mishter D'Arcy vesser shat note was
b
“La't o

1§ was when you stolo i6.”
dlever young shontloman?” grimnéd M,
“He h il tel shat lio ofer agas
s up fo'yon o prose “that iv's a 18," &
s ET oo ot b to e ik up fo
e Hend? Well there’ll be @ warrant out against you
soon after

Talbot compressed is i

From what he suspected, and from what Levison had
dmitted to him, he knet ement was
e the other Eelln\vs were arering i thoir

finds. Blake was looking very g1
"Wel Have this out,” he remarked.

33

“Levison says
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ik Moses picked Guiy's pocket in his house.  Moses
5 thab Lovicon paid b 4

e ool 20t heve pal i (e 5, desh boy
said Arthur Augustus.  “The note was
ok ey pociah, whn T wett fo M. Moses
“Berhaps|” said Blake. “But it begins to look clear
fome now, T couldu’s make out why Tevison wasted you

R was Vo sjieak to Mr, Moses, and twy—
“Rate!” s o iy puling
', leg, S0 far was coticerned; wo all knew
o Yealiy, Blake—
g DHothat Lovisan con get anything ont of
lnybmlys‘mckst, if ho chooses,” said Blake, “That's no
ews to

ovs! L sarah thought of th

Levison bit his 1

His fears had ot buu-n grmm less. By coming to the
wner of the banl

ke's eyes wero fzod on

We'rg going o, 89% at the truth of this? said Jack
Blake. “It looks Tevison has been making
usg of Gusey o ey 5 fom ok "

i el vary e

Eren upem Acthis Auguatug's incoent mind the. truth
was beginning to dawn.
* 1.1m did not speak. He km:w (.he truth alread;
¥ . All eyes were on Leviso Moses was smili
bt 10 Flack Sheep of the I otih was deady pelo, 154
g ek ok s A
B 1¥sapto you to exlals, Levisen. " raid Blako quiely.
"TeH u why you took D’Arey with you to the mon

CHAPTER 13,
Talbot (0 the Rescusl

EVISON was silent
]L, Tho juniors wamn for his reply; but it was slow
coni

s,
et dhe swelt oF B, s
wm. Rl i e

ww" rapped out Blake
1T thought he might “bo able to iniacnce Woses,”
stammered Levison, a
Rats!”
“Bosh” said Herries.
“Skittles!” said Mont ther.
T hoter tol us . etker one than that,” remarked

an
“Weally, deab beys? nid Arthur Augustus foebly.
Levison tokd me o welied on e a8 a fellh of judg-

2 He "might tell you that,” agreed Blake. I’ mot
h good his telling us, though. d come reason
Tor mmg g gou with hin, and Tve beei! wouderiag wha
it w Jaiow now.”
Leu!on Uneathod o
T shink, Mishter Levison, shat you have been a lectle
%00 clever,” murmured Mr. Moses, still smiling.
ave Blake a fierce look.
“What do you suspect mo of ?* he snarled,
ct that yowd aiready got hold of Gussy's bank-
sote,” said Blake directly. I suspect that you left the
‘pocket-book where it was Jto © know you can pick
pogketa; youve don i often anougly for 3 Tark”
“Ah " murmured Mr. Moses. “Shat also will come
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oub in ahat ooutt of Jaw, Mihter Levion. Ther shall

be vituesses, isn't
“You thonght yvud get Moses into a cleft stick that
¥ _“n was rather thick to believe

Oh, bai Jove " murmured Arthur Augustus. “ Weally,
Blake/do o hinl Uit the bounian wes tui’ me i o
the tim

1 Enow he was, ass”

“Of course he was,” growled Herries. “We
that. The only question e R s wal dniag It o,
an

Tevinon was st

i house of carad wae tumbiing dows sbout bis sz

pened before, he had been too

clever, too cunning.

T hink” said Mr. Moses, griming, * shat warrant foe
me will neffer be issued, Mishter Levison. I sl
soung shentlemen do, nct believe shat T T
B

So you fellnws are bmkmg that thiof up against me?”

st s

“He's not the
D'Arey’s fiver, and a_fellow
thiet.”

Yaas, wathah!”

“You've told us that Moses 1id hauds on Gusey in
the house, and then ho could have got the pocke
ay S exia Blakor Didut Levison happen m., hands

‘You, Gussy, before you got to Moses's place?”

“iweat Sogts
, he did, did he?”

1 wemembah ko bumped into me in
s we were goin’ out of the

iy ind wadked my.ollch, sud Asthur Angus

e what N did the time he piiched my fountainy p:n

the ouly thet here.”said Blake, “You had
‘who picks pockets is &

and put it in my Sundah toppah aftahwards,
wottah ”

“That makes it protty clear, T think. And it sleary
to0, why he made you tako the iumber of the note,” said

Bh\ e, “It was ;m-ady for this litile scheme to dish
foses by m\lumg him of stealing it
“ Yna« i Jove !”
fer uluvar o\mg shentleman !” murmured Mry
Mozu, r\lhh “Shust a leetle too clever "
ot faos e nlmsm haggard.
‘There was condemnation in ever) ‘The
Juniors knew—or, rather, folt—tho truth of { nu matten

Awm i o

Iricnt New, Long
e

fom Merry & Co,



2 THE BEST 8 LIBRARY -#®~  THE " BOYS' FRIEND” 3 LIBRARY, “gte"

‘Arthuir Augustus's eye-fairly bumed with anger behind
his eyeglass.

e had boen made use of by the cad of the Fourth fn
carrying out a soheme that was litls short of oriminal,
and’his noble lg had been pulled, an

i lt was more nm enough to
rimsoned_as

1 hink all 2 .h.numgn are satisfied now,” remarked
M. Moses, T shink ehat Mishver D'Atcy vill not accuse
me of pmhng P yoc eh it?”

“Bai ot1 L weally beg your pasdon
for bavin entabihined such @ suspish, .

" St 1y mosaing,” Suic AL, Moo i s e ot s
oily hand.

“But it was weally

our owh fault,” explained Axthur

Augustus, “T considuled you a groniah waseal than you

are, bt if you had ot been & wasonl st ail I should

ot have done so. So you weally have only yourselt to
., for bein’ a wascal in the first pl

Perhaps he
o being considered a rascal, and did
not let such ey o

should wecommend'yon,” pursued Arthur Augustus,
“to_turn ovah a new loaf, and not be suck & wase
agaif, Mr. t is nevah too late to mend, you
. Jatow, and T can see 1o weason why you should not bécome

onest.

“There’s no charge

Moses,” Monty Lowther explained.

for sermons in_this study, Mr.
“D’Arcy does thess

“Weally, Lowthah—
shat my pisiness here is ended,”
ill now call on der Head and tell
lnm n‘wm R yong S it 2oy (oTE

said Mr.

“Ba Toserr
Yevison set, his teeth hard. i
e et Sh Ty had played Ios wigh
stake, and ho had los T bad

o game was up, and he

“Hang you! It yow'd been
contadil T ehodldn't have

u like!
“Bat, dezh boys,” said Arthur
& acted

¢, Leviso like a
here is no doubt that Mr. Moses was
annah. M. , ity

oot o Gy said Tom Merry,
r. Moses smil
“1 kecps shat fiver, anyway,” he sai ter
Tevison pay him to me, aud T seids o b dox bk T8
Mishter Levison steal is Tt my_piziness, 1
do 0t pay him back Gl Mishter Tevison i proved to
hage stolen .

The juniors looked at one another in o helpless way.
Rascal ‘as Levison had been, they did not want him sent
o prison. M. Moses held the “whip-hand, id he held

said D'Arcy. “F shall

t acouse Tevison,”
op.  Weally, Levison, you

[T can'
yavo (o Sab et matiah dvol
Hays kotad vemy wotiely
o pay tho firer buck? snid Tevison
huskity, 4 didn’t jatend to steal T only borrowed
it to dish that scoun

AL Junlon-yis sttempHisg uo urther denis.
o know that the gamo was up, mag ‘that further lying
would nat g
At ‘Angustus mod
aas; T believe th.c i e admitted. “Xou s deah
vy, Fovisom 35 pok 5 el g s a dirtay
ek, but e i aot Are steal tho fval. T shall

nothia’ about i, 1f Mr. Mosesis honest ho will hand
Tback to e

to m
ux Op me . —No. 385,

A e e LT MRS

M Moses Taghed, Aspnxently he was not honest.
Levison turne

Tl pay it back,” h shall o Jeaving the
school now, and FIL sell m zhmgs and raisd the money.

thz trick I played Mos
s he was swindling me.  But T con see

T he Tead, you oily scoundrel, 18’ soom
as you
“Lovison's hand was ou the doar.
uStop ! snid Tulbo.
‘miserable junior lbot hind said

i Ta}
hardly a word hitherto, but he S o g s
e ow stepped quietly forw.

 You mean togo to the Head, Mr. Moses?” he nsked

= ‘auhm‘ Levisqn have not paid me y monish.

Bt you'd rather bo paid, ¥ suppose

The oily gqnuemm chucl

“Yesh." It Len son pay me, T give him my
his signature. Now, it is seven

" om x o of e i the

first place " murnrured Monty

owther. *Who wouldu't bo & Shylock? Tts a8 good
a5 1 corter in wheat."

STl T haven't seven shillings, let alone seven
pounds,” said Levi

Mr. Moses nodded.

Y o A0, eoarked, Bt T makes you

suffer for shat trick shat- you play me, my clever young
Shat o somézing

“Levison hasu’t the money, but T have,” said Talbot

Ho would gre

* murmured Lev
e my Levison's

apce,” anid Talbot, “Heres

Talbot of the Shell laid seven pounds on the fable.
It was more than a third part ef the prize he had w
y long hours. of the hardest work. But he did mot
grudge it.
Mr. Moses's eyes twinkled
le handed over Levison's paper
p&ased it to the Fourth Former.
ang
“Thnt's my paper,” he said
Better buynf 7 said Talbot.

at once. Talbot
Levison looked at if

The paper crisped in the Hune of a match
Loviaon drew n deep, deep
x Moses opened capatiots. P e, asd. gt away
the hve pota was looking sery Satisted. - is

visit to St. o ok becn a proftable

“Gioot afening " euid’ Mr. Moses cheerfully. “Ven
guy of you young shentlemens vish for a lete Tomn you
kapw vere

“Alvays Pleased to do pleiss with you yonsg

shentlem
Weire lkely to do business with you—T don’s
u.mkv- said Blake.
Jill find ime o ferty houeet man, and e terma
B e e A
Moses. "A\vug.s glad to 5o any of you soung shentle-
e u gt
o at s,
Stndy No. 0 i gAthng out of sight.
study window -they w.s"heﬂ “him crosing
the quadzanglo o the gatheriog

. greatly releving

P D R i R
o
£
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it ho might bo stopped and asked what busncss had
bronght him to St. Jim
 dotst tho beast, hurey?” g Lo Wy
inclined to
the qund 1o the Fates i B lem\wly e T
dlsl};pem‘ad at last, and, the juniors breathed more

‘o gono!” aid Bake.

Leviso & deep, almost eobbing breath. The
narrowe u- ot esoape almost dased him.
o ray T e e et ik, * thigk

Tatbot tnkc« e

T ok am
e i Trison fa this,” he said,

Seven quids out of the prise}

alie

20 much a Bie. Ther's your fiver, Gusey, ot it
by ki

1 wekuso to take our flvah, Talbot.”

“You must!” eai orm Levison

i
through, and there’s e fver. n have that little
howibion'In the, metorcar aiter Bl mexb urday in
stend of last, "o werl get Miss Maria to come.

But

L tell you Tm paying up for Levieon,”
ma Ralbot, = and 11 10 you the esson”
wXon ne«.lnttﬂ them anything F

Tou “grovled Tevison.
R ait o them, Tevioon, 00 that they frou' thiak
BEGTSY wune i cy thi
caid Talbot qmeny ou fellows, you may
remembet that T was hard up i tepe A a0 1o
my bike, and Levison helped me make up the
nceded by paying o]d deb
think, when you ssked 1
‘Merry, in ouder.
dan't o ‘g the time, but I know gy
it five pn\mdn » Gaia Tulbot, T
euppose you fellowe concluded that it was for betting, ox
something of tho kind, that Levison weat to Mos

e, 1

Wammlly e d.ﬂ ” eaid Tom Merry.
should be g0
He went m him to raise five pounde for me.”
m
SERat as how o got nbe Moses's clutchos—in helps
g e et ot & e e Taipt

“w ny' else

.

#THE GEM” LIBRARY.

o told you about 1, 1‘

One Peanye )
Eaviaon al" jaoulated_Towthor, in wondets
“Well, my word! What ase was ¥ eaid the age of

dmm thing to do, and he's

i Iowell, o prov ot
7o way o elad o . o ran all
thgt sk to help me, and T sha'ut Torget fhat
Jove, that ywas awf'ly decent of Levison " said
Artint A0 “Lovison, deal boy, yo mi
that, { are an awful waseal, but I tako | mk e o
hs thinge I have heen thinkia” about y
“ vison.
ouiiod e study.sud sopped.tho door shut, He
lef als]umnr T s Ther.
paturally concluded that o blackguard of the Foustl
had gono to the moncylender for shady xessons of hie
o elp another

b
You're the only chap wha,ever got
any good ot of Levison, Talbot; but you sceni o have
g0} 2 good deal”

o, wathah | Howerah, I wetuse to take tiia
fvah bt T wil agves- o cipendin’ 1t in, common on
smxxdap a.nd xe = e vuppm

ar,
“And it ¥ m:y make a suggvst'en—-" said Talbote
Anythin', deah boy

“m' have Levicon in the crowd.”

Jhing e Blae “Talbot s rather 109
but we'll let him have his way.
get ome

"Any oid

for 3
b i p.n, mu. Lovion, and o it ve can
gogd out of

xcurgion came off Tevison of the
ome of tho party. Miés Marie consented to
n Ethel joined e party, and 1t was &
Teyison's plot nothing ‘more was said.
sid saonest mendod.” It xax
ot _imposs ot's influence, that
peouliar asture, o strangely compourded of good ahd
evil, might be induced to run straight at las

When u;}.t gn;
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A Great New Story of
Thrilling Adventure.

T don’t count much on that,” replied. “Tho
who_ar e prsoners to-morrow,
: o ey, T'vo no’vss for b
prisoner, and Td pub up o hard. fght for my lierty. ut
‘ithout"weapons what seri of @ fight can yoi make sgainst
Tho mero uggeston of not being sble 1o put up a gt

B psan b oo ke e o

THE OPENING CHAPTERS, Fhivi for yoi» ho oxclaimed: 1 wsn't thinking av ut

Harold Mackengis and Jim Holdmworth, wilo cruising in  that ay. Thi tho wan thing for us to do s o start ot an’
their ‘Red Sea, land on ono of tho look for them.

e T ey wnm oy discover information re- *That's cerfain,” agreed Mackenzie. “But wo shall have

Iating to a mysterio to g0 o' work autiowly.  hers aro ure o b guards
An 78 bo is Anubis of stationed in different paris of tho palace.
Stos, the count "the ity of Flame. ~ *As likely om0t hero T onGutside the door of this
et the-cueades cf awiol dupgers they Wil sncountar oo sat
they attempt to reach - tho i elty, and then v Unless wo aro bolted in” roplied Lis chun.
vanishos. However, sopenini Lo thir mipris, ihey fgung that the
Hirold Mackensio, Jim Holdsworth, and Bok Sigsbes, an  door was it fusten ard outside. - On
pember of the crew, forin themislyes P e L g donr apen, ‘and waitod for the
odition for dicorering the att cle tho dishes and
e e e L L R OO o thee feach, nd

i o gredt dosrk xeach-the Templo.  whila Uiy waited thoy fnihed theie

of Shos, and after crossi
cro_the

kept prisoner by the mmm, ‘which, through all their cimstodos, be had, masaged to ke

saint; and the comrades also s indariaged, und going "1t was cliven ollock by s vl
s . S5 e o L T e M S e e A
Aty Lt the sl s st b Qo I {ho dihes,” When o went os& o tho oom fox zh%‘luh timo
o er tho templo is visit uoen Clytemna o was loso the door after him, bus Mackenzis
of Shon, with.an encrmons :n!m\le, S taker tha stopped '.:“' 2 z
Sdventufers nnd tho Ir ot her P e S S
et Vo Sabeem it the e sy To Vs Gl TR CHEALe losted mepelh tnd e elied
of Flame, and tro lodged in her pmm disoboy.
o _pricsts, undor Arg o worful |y 5 tho custom,” bo psserted, “in the palach for all

b while  doors to be closed at i

“Tt s our oustom,” m,lml Mackenzic, “to slecp with the
room door open.” Thero is nothing more to be said. You
may go.”

“Tho attendant rlired, muttering to bimcli. They, waited
for another halt-hour, and then, a5 1o one clse put in an
appearance, they started on ehc.. Quest,

£+ Gong, muro engugh 1 exclaimo nckensic, “But  cours, i was o mero chanoo search, for they wero quite

O T e e o S.ﬁ of the palace, except
n'tho suppor quitied the toom. 1 no tiood tht patioalarly. hero th queen's

And T've noy the whisper ol 2 sofad snce, cxcept n}mrtm e woro situatod, and deemed it wise to keep clear
wish s mads oumelrer aling hat, sotion of the building.

s Deathoirag.

mhgi
52
E“

et et e, o Clytemns has any knowledge of this
Pat izt i ,,’ Fax hed, WIS . cinare of Gox Hhen, s spered Massenster T ds e work
Eturbod 1 SRl T sy sch taken, Yot s, o st by
um,,» oxclamed Hl fmpatintly.  “This  guito el ware of {ho advantage whie (o porseon
e e e . o %zgﬂm: would give, s, whil the others know nothing of
‘ould ok have beon ‘opencd without omo.of us' hearing or  theie uso or power. =
STl Bud e oo el ool B re e wondee o et o sid g, < Thery
gk only G careidgo 1n tho magiaine of my Till, thark
‘B “the Trishman, “listen to'ms. L4dl yo
therehs qum Ihlng- ppen I (s unboly”comitey Tiine “'l‘hem o throo in mine,” said Hal.
s, o soon “Tiye i mige,’ added Blgsbee. I belicve in a ful
Foero Toat T o nvu\dn'h foind s explinetion or, uiless 1ot hand”
&.m i et any " et i o b ben stnding outile the doox w130 they vece
b Tk Baomon ing yo, to whioh this o, ido oo extented o ol sght o
iiors dbusprancs oy W rol ance.” et o T o of M Il o mon-of

nal
¥ ejaculated Sigsbes. “Snakes alive! It M thore was u fight of marblo stairs which led

leaves us wh}hull& W(‘I ons 1" down to the main entrance of the pal alace. Obviously, if
8y ucen 's gvle:tsl" said Oll‘ua useless to.search i n that direction, for thcy ‘hnd to wark an
2 T e Dot
A g o "L TSI, T :

Snset Patrick O'Hara, . tall, fovkensls posssed.an- excelont chronoricter witch,

s

0



"Bty Wednesdave

the supposition that the rifles were still in the building, -

mcihﬁ‘é oo aken by i A tho dln un a ‘“ﬁ 2
oo, e b ‘right, -and folowed: the

corridr eoton: There vat - fight of s o

o ﬁ‘" s to grone thcs way olong in dukaess, for the
R e R
store Eﬂt\ll’ﬂ cix dA!‘pnml Pi) Cl hnd be!ll l“d
to all inhabit ouses in tho place, anc
&m(e\d irly well illuminated, The streets, of couns, ohtunz

light from- the great flares that roared up out of the

e,
B3 cgros sangnent of haden, and 3 il of o
o s 5 the patnca werg toned down, 4 oft
Riero T on of that gxf?a Which ' the sireets mado’ tho.
e
o o the quastette mandered about tho gaaco in
what, 50 fur, was o vain search for the missing
Ehuyhmu\'«l noiscesslyy and when they spoke, 1 was oy
e Huscod thro

dgh o maze of passages, w
B T AL B o e e
3 camo s To was heit by o wrold an
i g or wteklats wbo e on
d §o Srcld buing seen. Bt
ihin an a0t being cang
s, dantng iflo.a deep
o otk ey eso dlm
e, that the escaped detection
Fiesi

d of fivo. e, Leaded by an offcs
i DTt ol e e
ot th d o was In' conseqenco tho very reverte
Iriendly  they been discorerod by himy
Sad scundoni. of ‘shé

iy their fists nguinst o
Clma o a halt i front of & massive teake
wood door, tichly carved in o quaint design. 1t was seaured
by & huge brenze “bolt, two feet in longth, and almost as
thick s 8

“Ther m to be niuch sense in bolting a door on
the oacsc s semecte S sbe, “unless yowve got someoto
insido you want fo keop ghere.”

By theres o
o Hm s bl Bedk tho bole

S poteush o fen; moments’ natural hesitation
oho peris wondered wheh was on he of

rged Jim. “To who h
And T sostdort Inind betting we' o sl
of Tuck if e cver find our way back to our zooms”

¢ "wus oporcd, ond one’ aiter” e “otherihey

want to kape!” exclaimed

pieces under his
X which particalarly beld_thelr attention T

B

scommbent Ggato, stieiched upyn o bier of cbany inlaid
e e the sent o Uho chahe, 4 was buthed
B oldin gl o Heh, ik cmanated o som ween

xo was that of a woman, draped i o zoval x

Al it crown of gold on hér Hoad:  But so. wondesfully

was tho seulpiured figure oot that b Toaked o Lrioy
said

Woman who was lying thero aslee)
“"The fomb of some dend-und-gone Quegn of Shoa,”
Mackensie. - This placo ie o mauscleum

i dowt you sce, Hal,” Jim whispered hoarsely,

25 ﬁ?x i the exact image—exact—of the prucnt living.
queen, Clytemna.”

"%t us get out of this place,” said Bob “T don't

like it e o skt

bt that opens on to. IF it is another tonib, T shall voto

A any uso for fooling
Timo enorigh for that

Shen I'm dead.”
Ao chamber which the lv
mayscle

entered by way of tho second.
un nor -a tomb, ‘but it was the
ouns were not

e iy from onts
Wit (wm%(them,x g scon e cppocho wall, was
» outiain o dreed latier Traced shghdly, oo though
omeong waa bei . O'Fara ol aevtn e voom shd
o b ooty e o wes nething bl 1t but
e B wull"Budenly o Shamber becaio uito darks
the dacs had clgeed lcntly: There was o hascla on e

e e A fpamble - open i

wegheSAY:
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One Pennye TS

Trapped
From lomewbnre o\lmde thzre reached their ears the la\md
of & g laugh.

ras QhAH" aled Jim, *Did you hear it? Wha

' il wb Iy fod sound of o saft Inugh,”
ack k2

edge. “Blll
ot gong. Aoy o soer fo Efo s
mnb lﬂlnggwrn\lnhubnsv-gnd\“
i o e
i fu hfm. tryhog.

3] e fits smoothly, just s i e
» They e R

each
o panemr f::i? A
oquens Jestimony-ta. e wmﬂmm wbigh ey Tl

esently o soft, hissing
What's thab?" someoto sked, In 8, tento whisper.
ioGas” repiod, M T g sort, of doipuiring
calmness. you smell it- It hus been &
Throaeh some e 1 the el Now t)mt tho door Iy shuty
ki i, How long can wo live
s i

A Stratagém.
e can locate i1

“We c-! soon plug ﬁ‘al ol enl.n ‘up if
sxslnat ’% hec " 1e o manner of use stting atound
alting to by sufocate
But they could n&lmﬁo it, and in the meantime the
Wl‘lt plou.rn chambe The reek of it filled the
ot
“1 have an ide n‘ ﬁticd Jim suddenly. “Tt isn't too late.-

Lie dmvn ﬂﬂfq
m. and, wondering what his idea was, they
sl .

Jim did noh lie down, but, producing his findor bos, e

struck a light with the flint an ly there A

burst of flame and a ghlexphmon, o e o oo vl

had room.  Jir wrled on to his bacl

:,]\.a ho scmmh‘ﬁd o s foct ag nothing more serious
aking.

s, oxlng ot Lt that thy Jad ben .
PRt et e
B oo s v
sebof s Shon o ot
s e e cmﬂanmH
o e e o o ik
- AR A o T
Vi g e e k
ey iobie” ssplined S, wasing s hand vith the
 Sooieed

i o gl S T Bt
e Bl oty i gl sy oo
12 5ot e, whoreas i 1 i csceping ot of tho
peron o foom s good o hlncg of being mﬁéc"ltedy
o 1T
Vet af i chond il Mckoni,ae b b th ot .
o 10 e e < Sooms i Gxpnimend wis b
FEi0y"” Hul tharo boes . Title more gas bex
Iack, o should all h-uvaebem S Eosth e el whes
i< you call
ends well, * repled Jim_cheerfull.
&

to thmr nm mm ;tm:: &

:Bach of us is sl in one piece! And perhaps tho exploson
may Jiave siatted the fosioning

epamina
ocourred. Indeed,
plosion for um, i
Yafred the caplts alarions, paued =
confined space.

room, W
v hanging o curiain aczost ..‘mm . w
“T guess it im ro. for ommm." replicd Sigel
Xou'imay bt Your | obkam ad % o somo time g5
other, though v Phow | Sas, don's
fveem o it stiing o bh\s blamo;sone box' Thefe's 2o
vepiilation, and that b
d Mackensic, ‘That

fame is h\lmmg Ry o'y 50 I lresh
saprly comi gv S tore s o v B
ipe.”

4 so0 now that ths open end of the fipe—which"
e it o dmctorves s Bl
Tpnear

i o ks 'Y sl o i s s T hought 4

agriricen e Senool
e W% 'E"“uf%n &!‘n&}&""
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would- bv,," lmﬂ JA
‘Arbitgof: m

“But vod ith. purposé, i A wa.
‘siold o (5 Sl into tho oponing of'the

il ippy !
s vm.ze, ind Tt
the curtai § ided ther
Hara's lhmlldlr: lnd wl: us

al ach o - flim
Dresing the leither ovet the end o o pipe, whinkc s o
staffod-ap Hghtly, w0 thekoo gus possibly-e:

ked i a5 ho umped o the foor. -~ Whit da

40 ine,” quhsn\ Hel; “we-can-do nothing but wait
Something to hay =
“"quh T, Bt T e the bratés vho (rlpg s
o & cortiny timo for the s fo°a0 4k ot LR
71l come (6" remove aur bodies: 1

omiebods”
it 100 Tong, that
Wl be nhve an' kicking to receive om,” Sigsba
1 hopa s

remernber wu s

. eplied Hol Mackensio; “but you've got {0
12 an wistight o
groaned Bet " Harn,

ol My “Tis Toike

canned beef wo'l be.”

I they ore el long snrigh
woul

ero” was mo v
would bo Howor, perkaps
el o e the

o over agt

‘iors

e iy

intense that it could aliost
6B oy s ot “dragged by scomed at loast an

hAd‘ i S iy o bt

= ey xei e

o fensmpuible, thaAni)r b é’u slowly being

u.:.: up, cach. breath thoy drow” cus 1n shorter andsHOFIeE
et o timo they weto gripped b

lell Bl o e o ﬁp o en

ude; they’
ockenvie ﬂ\dmvoumd to do 5o,

only sas is_experience was no
.,mmm g hu comndem They Wero ohoking. for
ol i Thoietin oo oy Soung vp. A
Fiant hand sce  theie chsts
T ' stand it ped Jim; in'a voics that
was no mora tha " Bettor pull--the plug -
o0t of ‘the pipo—and. iof the pus in- it over—ihe
Sorment —quitier.”
PReiald Gn 2 bit longer—ld. chum,” Hal panted.

s o there's hope.”
i
fogs, Ho did nok babbl incohorcntl,

ten in dolirium, for he was incapable of
a rglng in bis throat.” But

b meadow, with a sparklin
i Ho ok fod to reach o water: but a5
fe med 10 5ot furtor ey rom
K Rt et unmed re f‘r g b m-, - een i
ot B tried {0 cry o
e 1o b 1 oo famiir.

SERE 375, ol chaps our chanco has come,

T was Eal who was speaking.
“What_chanco?” acked Jim stupidly. “What do you
mean? Whem e war” :
He had been lying on his back. Now he sat

vias able o breathe.frealy. & rush of

comprehension gep
is brain, and ho remenibered where he was, and il (4

ad s coriradss had gone
o Welre il in tho seme Place, um anpwered deily,

o
o't v ot hat the s is resher. Wero e 15
h'ﬂ'\?ﬁ e SH o i tangs with
on” S ungs with air that wes
thvnfy e, " wad'n the ZDiof & ot of sighiosere:
ot Happencars "
gl sort has been opened over. o
o cads " replod L "e\?d a5 tho foul air cxaped, the freoh

me-up Im i v raeko . rue snawer v o
oty Monday, - Evey Mondey. 30, SOMPLETE L

T
ot st

5 e i, T Srikos me that 1 seonndidls whig gt ks
trap-on us re cnmmg ur bodies.
T ke el thert fnd Llnem—thcmgh ok
sl o they expect, But why do vou hinkigo™
“Well, thoy nafucaliy suppose this.r
thiey have' opened ventilators io o oo mmm’

can nter. D'You'soe 1+ P
“ould'sour whight 1" taid O'Hars,” “Theg're haro”
A fainb-—ory Taint-souind résched the eats. which seeined
6 come from Lha other side ol the vall, behind. the leather
girinin, ‘What the sound vas, i whether i voioes
ooisipe, or botly or Zg;nethmg it ey

e o e ;5 s s,
o '{m s «531; & g ur b Botota it sta

LR

id byl
api e, nd then o braad ribbon Gt
6ré s & socrck:
€ sids of the chamibes ‘as well and 1t had beon

o i vl oA b heard plainly énough.  Ono

rot, vag,

Irh:m eatd, e il to 1l s

“T}.e'y o bréathe tho

ﬁyrs -vapour, \vhwh comes from. the
aiseen wotld:canmot Ef

hey ‘must have been dead

n,vho oo drsts

o other men outside, an
 Fatzeat thoy woro faskisd by Mack

unatmod, a
ton, were flung ity the’ chnmher

iragile-vis ot for they wire
sogn overpowe ey

(el ek chango aukithért vid
S se0 o ver loike k- Yo b u.a‘i
56 come to P

tin youlh

u.,dnmkm i
i did

n before. .
e must + chance ous Tuck, and follow 6 said Mackonie.
e un othe
e ind_somothing to_drink,” muttored
Sigaboe, Ll b more'n & bit pleased. Guess my throat'a as
dry as-a lime-burner’
7¢ Secmed that Dame Fortune, havin them somo
etk ‘was oa0g mors incined {o suile on them i for
hl\mg Gome'to tho end of this passago and traversed an
e, they found themselves opposite ‘door.
Tocking cautiously through to what luy beyond, they saw
ich was cvidently used as an rmoury, Tor
numbers of weapons of ll orts,

S Jim, who was the first to noti
e ens 3 ou hkn tho frst drinlk; your tongue
fmrl  hanging ou Lo

was rattln’ in my mouth, like & ip
of dy “Dootleather gmmed Sigsbee.

Wal here's to ol Kind frionds
;rfmuhly e caraf vas sl sound.
A b it oue i
Tt dnnk o orgfo e

need of,
.: exoctent upper the ight

e B e fll oo

om the armmoury, ready for the next
Wil the woxpons

Mackensie and Sigsheo had chosen

ol et i a8 Sl el ot

va. houry batiloaxa, with & ped ont of

g hhekyrh oceros horn, iniaid. with gold, end about
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