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; THE VIGTIM OF A JOKE.
i Through the open door of an antercom Frank caught sight of the blue, gold, and red of uniforms, and heard the
chatter of voices and the tinkling of glassszs He stopped at ths threshold of the room, hesitating to intrude.
Among the numbsr he caught a glimpsa of Admiral Benbow, ruddy of face and braming with good humour,
Taking his courags in both hands, Frank steppad firmly into the room. :
The captain took a quick pacs forward, his keen eyes surveying the youngster with a look of disapproval,
' What do you want, my boy 7' he demanded.
By this time the eyes of the rest of the company were turned on the stocky figure of the young midshipman
‘“ Please, sir,"” said Frank, ‘ I've come to dinner with the admiral.®
A dead silencs fell over the admiral's anteroom. Thén somsbody gave a slight titter, and Frank flushed furiously
ra‘d to the roots of his hair,
f Is—is this your idea of a joke, Sturdy? "' demanded the captain. * How dare you enter the admiral's quarters!™
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