s————THE HAPENNY HERALD—
by Ton Hopperton

“Prank Richards is almost ashamed to say that he kmows nothing on
the subject of early strugglea, never having had ony ... Thon, when his
income dropped in a day from 22500 a yeur to nothing ... he could be quite
eslogquent on the subjeot of 'late' struggles."” Thus Frank Richards in ™ he
Fifth Saturday Book", and I find the words highly applicable to my owm
experiences in reading hia stordes., I oould grow eloquent ~ profane even!
- nbout some of my oclleoting efforts when the weekly "inoome" ceased in
1940, but when others are relating harrowing stories of parential prohib-
itions, the only omtribution I oan make to the oonversation is a syupath-
etic noise, My father, realising that it is easler to divert a stiresm
than to dam it = as well as being safer = barmed nothing, and whea he
t it time that I graduated from cowlos gavo me a small paper, saying:
"Look, here's a ne paper supposed 1o be vritten by schoolboys, IZ you
like it, you can have it overy week,” :

It woa No 1 of the firat series of "The Greyfriars Harald", and if i
wos news to me it came as no shock to the readers of "The )hgwE" for 1ts
coming hed been "dinned in their lugs" for months. Experiments in swell
the collection from the Hamiltonians with Oreyfriars gtories in “Tho Tenny
Popular® and "The Dreadnougint" had paved the way for this more ambitious
schene of nn indepondont paper; a poll of Magnetites had beem ennounced
as rogulting in: "For 'The Greyfriars Herald', 105,726: Ascinst 'The
Greyfrinrs Ha::;n?.d‘, 4", ond H,A, Minton had even Printed his "private
oorrespondanoc” with Dr Looke, showing how he had dually prevailed on
the Headmaster of Greyfriars 1o permit the gunornlg;aablioation of the
gchool magnzine, "Tom Morry's Vioekly"! wae similorly scheduled for promot-
ion from supplemont to weckly pupor, Thae "Toekly", for some obpoure
reason, nover did materialise ns a real wockly, tut its rival appoarnd aa
schoduled, :

After all tho ballyhoo, it was o modest wmough mouso wlich- omorged
<ran the mountain, Tho pricc was only a halfpenny but, cven so, it had a
rathor amatourish look, although that mny bave bocn part of the atmosphers
of boing "Edited by Harry %harton and Co®, ond of all the ocontritutors
boing in ths Removc, There were tires "foreign' itemss "Mark Linley's”
serial, "The Fride of the Ring" was set at Barlingham Sclool, "Frank Nugeni

ad a mm&o atrip, and "Toter Todd" had a seriea of spoof detective
a vwere funny emough to have stuclk in my mind long after moat of
he oompanion features had faded, Probably the funnisst thing sbout
etor's Herlook Sholmea, though, was that when he was tranaferred to ™The
fagnot™ the oditor had to assure some indignant roadors thet his "dctootinp;['

xploits were not intendod 4o be taken seriously. 5t Jim's meanaged to

jtae €ip. of ita nose cocasionally, but otherwise the new paper was aimply
n expansion of the old supplement, with news from the Remove Polioe Court
(held in the woodshed), aud short storles, articles and "correspondence”
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‘all eignad by fomiliar Groyfriars characters, This pretence of schoolboy

|awthorship makes 1t difficult to estimkte what oontribution - 4f any -

‘Frank Riohards mado 4o the peper, ond the octasional gleam of his atyle
may simply be beceuse some of the storieas aroe adaptations of humorous inte}-
ludes used previously in longer tolas, :

"Tha Groyfriars Herald", tho aixth of the Compenion Fapars, was no
doubt intendod to bo hoth a ha'penny bait to hook £ish for the
"kognet", and ¢ feeler to decide just how'mich of a good thing the Fronk
Riohords devotees ware prepared to tuy ecch week, Even if one makes a
oynionl discount from the figures of ths poll and "Horry “thorton 's" olnim
thnt it "wos lounchod ot the urgent request of the Magnet ' readers”,
there enn be no goinsaying that tho demand for moro and moro Greyfriars
was thore. But the Knlsor “ar was in its msooond yoar and in Fo 17 "Hurry"
soundod o wvarning about the paper situation, Something had to go, cad the
joxc fell on the youngost and ohoapost of the family, The folloving weok's
issuc appoared with o noties of suspension, and tho promise to ro=appaar
in brighter times, Short as it wos, thim Pirat run must have convincod
the conduators of Fleetwny House that they were on the right track, for
within two months of the Armistice the paper wns baok as o fully=-fledged
member of the ‘Mcgnet" proup,

This second series lacked much of tha eppropristmens of character
which marked tho original vorsiom, and moither Owan Conquost's storics of
Joaok Draoka at St Vinifred's nor a continual fiddling obout with its make-

p saved it from an oarly grave. It was just ns inevitoble, I think, that
be holfpenny series would also have petered out 17 1t had been nllowed to
ontinmue unmolasted. The bosie idoa, after nll, wos to presct poge aftor
aga of chit-chat about Creyfriara, which was enjoyable onough in n ghort
Pplomcnt, but wos not strong enough to oarry a full-sizoed voekly papor,
4 wag impossiblc to drerr indofinitely on a oapitnl of Richards' shorsetor
iithout Fronk to infusc thom vith vitality in thoir naturol sphors = tho
ongloh story, The domond for more Croyfriars,”ac I have sald, wns very
thore, but it vne o rather more digoriminating and mwlligmt damond
hoa B,A, Hinton imnginod, 2roof of this is afforded, I bellave, by the
longer run of "Tho 'anny Popular,” "The Ponny Pop" played some queer
rioks ith its soissora=and-pastc polioy but it did glve the gist or esseng
f the original yarns and we cheerfully dofied myopia at the hands of ita
bften vile print to keep reading it,

Still, I rczard the halfpanny series pf "The Croyfriars Horald' with

affcotionato cyo, Por me, it was most appropriatoly named, for it
croldod mony yoors of cntortoimmont and ammsomont vith its "ataff", For !
hat moritorious arvico, I think tho loaat I oan do if I cver lay honds on |
he clusive No 1 13 to frame it,
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SALE/ANTD: Magnots, Game, Union Jacks, Dick Turpins, Soxton Blakes,
cte, Honoysett, €5, Orohard Rond, St, Annos, Lonoashiro,

!

R S - 16



