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Dear Mr Bagley,

You seem to have & turn for writing interesting letters: your last
is as full of substance &s a Bacon essey,and I could Qhull} write 10,000
waru in xeklv to the varicus points you mention=~--however ,l will be

ull won't!
1 was specially 1ntereuteu in your mention of SYNOFSIS,which you
tell me reproduced Hicock's article frem Summer Fie, 1 am_tr;zn; tor getl it

and see their version,but I have lJiiLa doubt that "sold out” will be the
result,” 'das ist der aw1&a Gess ng g#s Faust remarked to Mephisto, Summer Fies
&re no mere to be obtained than Mrs,Loveyt's pies,though so much more
toothsome, You do not mention whether you have seen CHBISTWMAS PIE-~but even
that me&y now be out of print-~-it is quite weird how fast they go, Little
Jack Horner would be unusvally lucky with this Christmas Pie,if he put his
thumb imto i, for it contalna & very leCLOhu P um e = en 0 legb tien & short
story by prank Bichards, :

It was qukte @& novel &nd happy experience to see oneseif in print
egain after so long a rest, The prospects of the Autobiograghy are somewhat
uncertain at present: but as everything always works out for the best in the
long run,1 have no doubttnat ultimately the) public will get the benefitr-=
or otherwise--of this magnum opus, 1 cen only theank you very sincerely for
your kind offer to help in the matter of remmmm repreoductions froum the old
Megnet-nunbgrss some of these,of course,would be very usefuls but thereis
lionAd in thé@nth The A,P,aoe not seem to look with a favourabie eye on
the Autobiography: why,I do not know, It mey seem stremge thet Frank BRich:rds
aiter having wrltten,for the Company from 1895 te I939,whould find & gpirit

 hostilityd in TranUarier But suchAd is the melancholy fact==wnich,
however ;0085 not disturb my equanimity to any great extent, 1 was,din fdct § B
little uUIPll 184 When you told me thatfd permission has beenﬁ obtalned for
reproductiontin the WRIEER article, The A,F have always been very cobtiteous
in such matters,as I think I rem&rkec, But it is & sed circumstance that
tiney do not love me &any more: and 1 doubt very much whether pPermiss 1oﬁcou1d
be obtained for reprodictions of Magnety pictures to adorn thqp pages of
Frark's memoirs, But now that you have put the idea into my head. I think
perhaps I will &sk them,

Yes,1 cartamn;y-~~¢1he ell other punters--had bad luck at lonte Carlo,
inva] Iiﬁ”ﬂﬁ ial sense-=-but considerably enrished my exyerlence of human nature
&nd sub&humans neture, I think it wes worth while; evueclaily &g Monte,from
whet I now hesr,is now only a shadow of its former selfe=-~small stskes and
counters lnutebu of hard cesh,on the tebles, I used to vigit ,and rev151t s&nd
re-revisit,the place,lide a motk going back to the candle: but in the lon
run the res LLt wasg Piwayu the seme, 1 have very strong doubts whether the
bank ever was "broken™ except for gublicity purposes, VWhenever I Lave seen
B player reking in huge winnings,there has always been some little dubious
circumstance which gave the imyr@uuth that he was a "stooge” put up to make
the mob believe that it could be done, I think the Monte chapterdin my book
ought to have some interest,at least for[ people who fancy that money is to
be méde at roulette,

I was Wery plemsed indeed to hear that you were interested in the
‘s 1 sent you, Perhaps it is my inborn modesty &nd diffidence,but I find
it hard te realise that anyone really wents to read s&bout Frank }1C}Pfiu and
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his utterly unimportant proceedings, it wes Eric Hiscock who
I should write it,and this brillisnt youngmap is so full of :
I have no doubt he was right-in-thinking that the autobiogrpahy would

8y interesting book =--s¢ in such matters 1 bow my head to superior wis

But to tell the trhth----a thing 1 sometimes do!l-===~I would much rether write-
"Carcroft®, I héve dealy so long with fiction trat focts come @
strange to me--~-perhaps 1 ougnt to have gone into the law! My
is that my biography would make &n ipteresting book if Hiscock wrote it!
I don-t dare to suggest that he shoula take on so thénkless & task, Tou tell

me that you read the sauple chapters with greet interest, The remainder will,

no doubt be vpto sample, But do you thipk that &p ordinary member of the
public, unconnected with writing,would feel the same interest!? Honest Injun?

You see,] know that 1 can write & good achool story: ou thatp point,
#s our old friend Gilbert remerks,there is no possible probable shadow of
doubt,nc possible doubtwhatever, But I wrote my first school story in fear
end trembling, And this is my first autobliegraphy,

I quite agree with you tha't Frank Hichzdds wag better then
Martin Qlifford,and both better than Owen Conguest, Mostreaders who write
to me teke the same view,though theréare exceptions; The fect is thatI
“lived" Frenk Richards ,and :never felt quite the samg about the other two,

As for "competitors” in my Ownégine,{.éon-%think 1 ever had a w
real one: but the nugber of wretched imitetors who started up in every corner
of the ,ubkishers' office,fancyiqg‘thatﬁbeﬁcould do my work as well asg I
could do it myself was gstonishidg, J N,P was the most scandalous ctse,and
1 scmetimes feel sore about it even ypet, It was & source of discord during
thirty yeers,and I am glad that it is over--though of course it was a blow
to e mmm to see Billy Bunter after sa long & career,dead and Wuried,

Yes,l think I have come across thet story of our hero and the
thger ,though in & veried form;— But-JT-heve ncver beenineny sueck
difficulties myself: for @ whole story was always floating in my mind when
1 began to write, 1t really is an odd process,which 1 do not quite
understend myself: once you get going,the characters seem +to welk and talk
of their own accord,as if the breath of iife had been bresthed inte <trneir
nestrils: the author hag little more to do than to record their sayings and
doings, Sombtimes it &lmost seems like writing to diectatien, But everyone,
I thipk,does not findit the same; I have heard of authors who ?make upd
stories,painfully adding brick to brick, 1 have always theughtthat such
painful writing must meke painful reading, Of course there must be a spot of
revigion and a few emendations; but it does seemtp to me that the story, to
be readable,must come & happy whole,like Pallas fro@ihe head of Jeove,

1 have been busy,the last yearﬁcr two on my volume of "Barcroft
Belleds”, No doubt you have observed that publishers are frightfully shy of
verse! 1If you ever hear of a publisher who is reasomable on this subgegt,

pass on the glad tidings, £

s

with kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

Charles Hemilton
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