35,Westholm
London N W IX .

Bsk 18 I945

Dear Mr Bagley,

Thank you for your lettern & week or two ago enclosing the
verses, 1 agree that verse is very difficult to publish: still,d never
heve much doubt of the outcome, Wien editorial breins seem uncommonly
impenetrable,i conisolde myself by recallingthe editor,about f@lty-fiVS.yB&IS
ggo,who 'did mot see much’ in Billy Bunter,and turned him down, I +think I may
say that BB had a little spot of Success when he did appear before the
public, I have no doubt that Barcroft Balids gould sell like hot cekes,
especially % among old readers of the “agnet: so I must wiit with patience
for a publisher to see it also,

1t is true thatvevrse does not seell; but then,it is generally

very bed verse, The "Bab Ballads” sold well enough: and ¥rank Bichsrds hag
the temerity to place himgelf om & level,as a humerisf with Gilbert!

Yss,I have no doubt'you are right on the subject of pfen=names,
1 cannot think it quite fair on the Public for & mewspaper to own & pen=nane,
and cause various wroters to write under it without the knowlecge of the
readers;: there seems to me a very unpleasent element of deception in such &
practice, The remder is entitled te know wbs ie writing : et he mey ke
payirg his mw‘my fer ene man's werk and being given amether ‘gue-vhich is
next deer te fraug, ' ' :

But a writer‘s ewn pen-pame sel ected by himgelf, is undeubtedly
his ewn property,and such isg my xase, Indeed,after 2 geec deal ef breublo,
I have a weitten ecknowledgment from the Amelgemeted Press that “Frank
Bicherds® anu 'M.artin Clifferg' belong te me,enc an undertering thet in
furuta£ thelir writers shall not be allowed to use those names, I am not
2 man te look for trouble: but on this subject I am lisble to fet rather
fierce: and 1 would be contentwith nothing less, Neother have emy doubt
thet I am entitled to spbstential damages for the unauthorised use #f my pen=-
neme,noet only without mylbeve but against my continual protests,by other
writers employed by that firm, But I have at bresent more agreeables
occupations than going on the &r-path and winning Pyrrhic vibctories,

The point you raise,about unsckpulous writers deliberately berrowing
well-known characters in fiction,is very interesting, Some charazters beceme
8 s0¥tl of public propertys: GilﬁBLas,anc the Three lusketeers, are always with
us: and Buriitania ig alweys in existence in some region of fietion, In the
rower .regions of iiterature,Bu;ldog Drummond hag beeqi imitated and reporuced
to as great an extent as Sherlock hoimes,&nd Captain Kettle is the father of
8 large family ofyilesser fettles, But these are really cases of
borrowiny from theborrewsr, Sexton Blake is Sher lock Holmes: but Holmes
WE S Popularized version of Edger Foe's Dupin: whils I suspect that Dupin,in
urn,was deriwed largely from an episbde in Volteir's Zadig, ‘Captain
ederived,l think many cherecteristics from Captain Cuttle, I have just
& radio play in which o femalse character is lifted bodily from Shaw's
Never Can Tell, --the younger Miss Clandon,Dolly, But Shaw himsel f was g
7 active snapper-np of unconsidered trifles, Tne firgt time I saw Pygmelion
OImed-~--amyy years ago~-I simply gesped, 1t seemed unbelievable that a
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pley-wright really could have thenerveto 1ift his work from am o0ld autnor like
Smellett is so barefaced a mammer, You may find Eliza Doolittel in Peregrine
FPickle: even her fasmous "Bluggy” is there,only more cearsely expressece--the
same character in similar circumstances, o wig vk &b mg'x‘m win g g wy e wanmmenm Our
critics,I suppose never read anytéing,and Shaw mugt have laughed in his sleeve,
Then the most amusing epigsode in "Man and Supermen” can e foundin = french
novel of Edmond About,if one cares to look for it,

R, L S ,was a great brigsnd in this line, His work is largely &
mosaic of pinched fragments from ether authers, :

The present is no doubt a wonderful gensration: but I wonder
sometines what the modern sdthor would weite,if his furbears had wedtten
nothing, Where wouldhe ge fer his plunder?

No,I have ne Agent, My sister wrote me the other day that I
remind her of the chap in the old music-hall song:
: I lay back on me piller,
And read me Daily Mirror,
And weit till the work cemes round,

‘I think Bhe is right:I seem; te wait in & leisurely and contented mammer for
it to come round, But the fact is that a man who cannot 886 across. a
room,and has a game leg te nurse,cannot teke very active meusures, If the
bublishers went my work,they know where to find it; if they don‘t,there is
still beim in Gilead: as & matter of taste,l éﬁ would rether\Horacé then write
Bunter  ° : read

But it seems probable that "Carcroft” may appear after the war,in
& more bulky form than at present : and I have laid up a good deal of copy
ready for that happy event, No doubt you have seen CHHISTHAS PIE-=-fnn vhich
Frank Richnards appears once more before the public, I 1like ‘Carcroft' much
better than Greyfriars: and shall bepe that in the neat futuregsabout & million
readers of varied ages will share that taste,

Your mention of filing away 3jooco Presscuttings makes my head
swim, I have had heaps of such things,always lost or mislaid them,and seldom
or mever succeeded in laying my hand on one if 1 wante: it, It is the ssme
vith letters, Since the Evening News made my address’ public property lagt
year,an unimaginakle number of old Magnetd readers have written to mes: it is
& sheer impossibility to answer all the letter: and when I put onse specially
aside to answer,only too often it is not to be found when the necessary few
minutes of leisure arrive, I admire the orderlysf mind thht can kesp all these
things in their proper Pleces: but despair of ever being akle to imitats 1%,
On the other hand,if 1 wante quotation,hf one of half-a-dosen languages,I
always know exactly whers to go for it; my@ memory in matters like this is
enormous and always reliable,

.
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By the way,aren't you going to semd me = copy of that February
issue of the WRITER with the "intsrviow in igtoe 1 have ordered some copies
from my usual quarter but have been told that they are already out of print!

Can that be the fact? I had one copy,but gave it away thinking that I could
get some mors—--andaso unless you can cough up one,I-shall never be able te

give it the twice-over, At the first reading,it seemed to me extremely good
end readable: but when anything takes my fancy I like to give it & second or

& third reading licwever,please don=t tuke trouble about such a little matter,
if the supply retlly has petered out, 3

With king regards,

Fiade o B ,
Yours sincersly, % .




