Menfleville,
e R ", " Kingsgsats, -
" o : Kent, :
April 24 1943

Dear Mr Gander, o _ '
. o I was extremely plessed 1o receive your airgraph,followed by
“the letters with copies of the "Story Peper Collector”, '

' " Your "doubt of the real existence of Frank Bichards' must now
have dJissolved away, Frapk is 'quite reel,and going strdﬁﬁ;though*shOEing some‘
signs of wear 'and tear: 'which is only %o be expected in an old bean who begdn to

writg in the far-off year I890. But your question 8g to whether "Charles
Hemilton” i's real or &'pen-namé,rather:amUSGG me, Charles is rathér more real
than Frank,as s metter of fact. To tell you & little secret which is no longer
one,my real name is Ch&rles Hamilton: both Frank Bichards and Martin Clifford.
Yeing pen-nemeés, But I am 8o used to being Frank Richards that I feel ag if I
were bérn'tq'that_name;”so much sa,that now that I am writing my autobiography,
I am writing it #&s “Frerk Richards', =~ - “ S e

As for 'othér “writers Working behind the name of Martin Clifferd',
that I am sorry to say ig oply too {rue, &s you have had to do with printing and
publishing,you will easily undersﬁuné'thgt‘ﬂ‘WGekxy paper - could Wot be held up
if {he author of the weekly stiry ‘e ppened to have 8 cold,or to-go on'a holiday,

."For “this rezson 1 egreed with the publishers thet-when I ‘could not,for ‘@ny such

'*infpfintingrfl remember 'in very early

‘policy cmused the paper”s cifculeiion to shrink

Comiiandmerts, = =
e

substitute writer™,ds they calied it,should
be allowed o fill -tha blank Greéflf”td“my”surptiSe'and dismay, the fmedlgameted
Piess gradually interpreted tﬁféftﬁ“ﬂégﬁffhat_they'were et liberty to employ any
'numbér”bf:Haék—Wxitérs:ﬁthurn’out any “quantity they chose of -imitations'of my
wd?kj'=Thf5*ﬁas“1ater“aaf;fedfto_sﬁah~a*1ength>yqat“foffmany'yqa;s‘the ‘Gem*
was taken wholly out of my hdndé;?I”aaﬁiiffnaffljf61§—3¢mé“aatisfaqﬁionfﬁhgnfthis
© ' ‘ : .50 'severely that its ‘existence
could only be saved by reprinting my old seriss"from the beginning:-But I nust
wake it clear ‘that"I never gave leave ‘for my “ben-name "Mar{in“Clifford™to be _
ugsed on- the dud nuumbers. This I régéyaéﬁ,and‘stiil‘fega?d,ﬁs;afdgceﬁtiqﬁg and it
vas done vithout my comvent,und sgainst my protests, I em sorry fo sey that
‘there exist publishers whgfthink:mq?eydf“ﬁha‘G&lgdh Galf than of” e Tem =

reasen,turn in the copy in"time,a

N hat you ‘4611 “your ha¥depress
ollector’ [l higve a ways been interested
'IS'I,ivmﬁéd\%t'a@féfiér”df_bsingishdwn

W e ;ﬂﬁﬁwféry“iatégééféd'iﬁgﬁhat“yéﬁ“téii”ﬁé:aﬁ'ﬁt*qu
end the production of the "Story FPep :

over ‘the 'New fork Herald" office in London ‘Tha'{ must hdve been eatly inthe
pinetles, #ough I do'not remeiber the precide year. 1 remembor waiching a .
compositor setting up type by haind,and "dissin ""it,as théy cilled distributing
it,---printing has adwénced in Seven-Lesgue boots since that time! I ‘had & small
hand-press when I was a boy: it printed peges about half the size of the "Story
Paper Collectorjand Iﬁ‘ﬁééﬂ”td‘hrih%*ﬁy own wonderful works on it--~e---now

foriunetely lost to hunggiﬁy! But 1 was alweys running short of iype,and had to

do a lot of spacing | 7""

:.No,I cannot claim "Progper Howargd" Bmong my meny names, If you
woulc like & listof my_penfnamea,gere it is: Frank Bichards Hilda Richards,Martin
Cliﬁfqggtowgnfﬁgpquat;Clifford“Clive,Ralph Redway, There have heen otherfbut
these were the chief omes, y

L evEbout "other hands” in the Magnet,that unfortunately is also
correct,but te & much lesger extent, 1 do not remember =1l you mentiongas I never
kept track of the dud numbers: but I remenber ‘Linley Minor',an utterly rotten
number which I certainly did not write, I was 30 angry when 1 sBw it that I
ceme near heving a row with the publishers | But I wag specially attached to tha
Megnet charactexs,and determined that they should not go the same way as the
‘Gem',and I became so exceedingly unpleasant about it,that the Megnet was laft 1o



me, and for very many years bafore the end 1t was entirely in my handsﬁ But when
tﬂe dud Writers were &t work ,they did not ‘write to my direction’ by &ny means-~=-
Twould never have anytnlng to do w1th it 3 and to tell the truth,I lost uy temper
shout it so often that it is quite stprising that 1 have one left gt alll

You &re guite right zbout the wonderful way B typewriting m&chlne
helps one whose eyes have been dotted, Pctually should heve hadg to "give up™”
writing in 1925 but for the typewrlter. it hecame too trouvblesome to use a peni
all my. correspondsnce is typsd ﬁa owe many thlngs ‘to the U,5,4,,but most of all,
I think,ths isemangton---a nameI ohall ‘sver bless, T began to use a Bemongton about
forty years £g0 and hdve never changed exceyt ‘from ‘Neo.T 1o o, 10, '

P Certalnly I snould llﬁe to have any otnar numhers of “the S.P, C. that
you . can spaze l Lave read every number you have sant me, w13h the greatest
interest, 1 do not ob;act in the lecst to your glVlng my addréss to anyone who
m1ght ;oks 1o have it, I will go through my Iema1n1ng pile of‘Gems &nd Magnets
BN ascertaln whether 1t contalns any of tho numbero of which you &re in neads
and shali be very P¢e&536 indead to send on’ eny I mey find, As’ for' ‘quoting me
in thé Btory-Peper Coilector,” I ‘don-t mind'in _the leagt, lf thera is anythlng

_in my letters. that you think would interest your readeru,
- AN, Pentelow wes temporary adltor of the Gem and Magnot vhile .
Hinten &nd Down the editor and bubzedltor were awaﬁ in the lagt war, Both of -
tlem came safely home aftexithe Armlstlce._and a few years later ‘He rbert Hznton
"left the ﬁmalgamated Prass)'started a paper on h1° own c&lled "School and . bport
for whlch I'wiote SOme school StQIlen under - the pen-name of Clnfford Clive', I
.ges, there is &p article on this sub;ec% n O!II of thes,P.C, “Those "§pecisl’
¢ _ ted . .;‘that 'thefe was a llt‘tla spot
j le about but I won t go 1nto th;s
adltoraof tre p&pers and renained. so tlll the end 1n 1940 He W&S!-End_lﬁ—ffa
. splendid. uhap-,the sort of editor’ that .ap author may see in visiors but seldom
“hope to meet. He was in ﬁhe”last WET from the heglnnln;_‘_ ‘
1§  now | cgpﬁaln i the o o
‘ I notice in'No 9
. mede to ] "oft-dlscuosed:
" This wes ¥ tHeéf &n awkward qu
thét the. serlss would zunﬁ on practlcally for ever %here W _
to take “the plinge and ‘Heke Peter Fens 'of them, There were,as HoL
always crowds of new readers coming 1n,and they wanted fo read about’ Ehoolboys
not about ho&ry grandfathers Billy Bupter ought reaily to be. somewhere in his
fifties by this- {ime; but I don 't "think he ‘would be very popularmln hls fifties!
S¢ e rémained Yetwsen fowrteen #nd fifteén: and if by harp snce e ghould
reappear When ths present war is ﬁver'fhe will not be. a,day older--lt m;ght be
i in - & b cqnnot wither hlm nor custom sxale his

°°1umnﬁ51gnad' H L’ ,1n wﬁaoh reforence is ;.wﬁ
n of tha ageo of the schoolboy chaxactero.o~~

‘With kind regards,

Yours oiﬂcofaiy,ld_ﬁfh/.*




