= : Mandeviile,
S Klngsgate
E Nnear Broadstalrs
Kent,
England,
Jan 28 1943

‘Denr My Gander,
"1 recenyly had & letter frum Mr.,J, Corbett 0f 43,Glyn Farm Road,

Quintoﬁ.élfmlnghaﬁ in whlchh he mentloned ihat you vwould like toh¢ hear fromm me,
and that in factyou had wrltten me & letta: whilch 1 donot seem to have received,
I hope you dldnot thlnk that thel lack of B reply was due to any lack of Eourtesy
on my part these are uncertain days fur«;orreoponaence W1th Jerry contlnually at
.“hlg ant1cs About & yaur ago, I tnlnk I received a copy of “The atory fhper Collector

butwlt was.unaccowpanled by any letter and T dld nut kyiow kmence 1t came except of
courge that the tamp and yostmarh enilghtenea me to the extent thet ‘hag besn
posted 1nthe Great Domlnlon I was‘extremely 1nter3uted in tnlu llttle brochure
and.havé p;e;e;ﬁed.if wzth‘care | Need;ess to say,l &8m very pleaged and flattsred
by the agreeable things sazd about me, ana my wrltlngs And I was very much
entertalned by the article entltleo Hustwhsre is Greyfrlars ﬂ wrlttan by W H G,

- whlch 1n1tlals I conclué; ars jour own, The truth is that when the Greyfrlars
séries sta:ted.nobody--least of all Frank Blchards---antlclp&ted tnat it would
run far more tnan thlrty years.‘and the exact locatlon of the school wag not.Qefﬁ

clearly def1ned in the early numhers However axthough bk wihsen bmwizian there wag 8

gpot of uncertaznty &t fmrst Greyfrlars settled down on the North Sea coagt of Kent
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—-and that is Where Frank Blchards left it stranded when the Magnet came tc a

suddan end in I?&O ih1s wag due to the actzvxtles cf an unplsasant churacter of

the name of hltler alxaa Schlckelgruber a German paper-hanger who s going 1nto the
bus1ness sort of wholesale hung upﬁ the whol& baper supply! You have probably heard
ithat we asre & llttle shurt of paper on this gide of the Atlantic: which is the reason

KE‘ why I ghall use both 81des of thls sheet
: : Koticing in your little paper that many

beople seemqqﬁtq”want.old numbersof the Gem &nd Magnet,I wes rather sorry that 1

had handed over whole bundles of the ssme ¥Fo the smlvegse collector for war PUrpo ses
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But I ¢icé not feel that U coulékesp bundlied &nd vundles of old papers stacked up,
while the meterial was in demand fdg.- -the war 1% was a bit of a wrench but ve get
used in these days to gl;lng ug.fnlngs we can do without, however 1 reta“ﬁed a
selection Of'sampla numbers,&nd apy friend in Cenada who wants any particular number
is nore than welcome to the same,if it happen 0 be in my remaining pile 0Of courss
my orlglnal.collectlon Qas raally eﬁofmous----ahout slxteﬁen hundred Magnets and
sbout = tnousand Gems, My co}lectlon of Bo,s Freends in which I wrote under the
pan-namu.of Uwen Conéuest want entlraly. 1 have not & 31ngle number left,

It may interest you to know----as you m&y ver; probably h&ve gueused—--
fhat Mantln Gllfford and Frank Blchards - wiere and are ons &and the seme yerqon
Theﬁﬁ happy trle Frank and Mertin and Owen ware very husy 1ndeed for many.years,

though now 1t hed ali come to & suuden end howaver they are not understudylng

B&ahel mournang and refuslng to be uomforted all thrae are lookzn forward to the

=t:..ue when the Berlln paperhanger gets hung in hls turn: 1f they mourn at all 1t is

‘ only bacause gettlng on to the Ilpe age of seventy,they can do nothzng to hasten

*the hakry avent beycnd & weekly turn of flra-watchlng,-“ i

i ,_.,,M...»m-w-.m s

i uhhll hore tnat }ou Wlll receive thls letter uafely,tnouch Idld not
rééaivé/ybﬁzs Better 1ucﬂ next tlme 1f ycu care to wrlte &galn In tndt event i

trust that it will be on & type—wrlter Flease forglve me for S&Ylﬂg go: but ﬁ}e

fact 15 that in t}e year I@?ai Veyeglaht ahmost entlrely fallea mes since when I

have haa to see the world 1 llve in' ﬁs in & glass darkly ' Thlq made no

dlffarence to my WIltlnE- &fter 80 wany ye&rq on tna ﬁemlngtcn l typa by a klndof

1nst1nct ang ueldom ake mlstcke --at Last 1 ho;e 1 dﬁv t‘ 1 can flre-watch--but I

carnot read hand-wrltlng w;thout ualng & magn;f 1ng g whlch 1 pot of bother
EOWQver 1f you ‘heve no nachlne handy,wrlta in & bl& flub and that w;ll be D K
Wmtn klnd regards,

Yuurs

Ty 31ncarely,

Frapk Richards,



