35,Westholm,
London,N W, II,

April 16,1945,

Dear Mr Bander,

Manythanka for your letterof January 2I_ I wag very
interested to see my little article in 5 P C, I think very likely
in present circumstances PIE mey fail to reach you by the ordinery
channals: ol enclose a copy of &PRING PIE,in which you will find
Frank Bichards end Varcroft: slso = cross=-word puzzle by the same,
Tnis,as you wfill seghis in English, I hsve made a really goo d
set of crosa~word puzsles in five .languages:bu't the eaditeorisl
fraternity seen not tt&rﬁo to them, There is one thing that
seems comaon to ell editors: every editor somé instinetively to
guard with his left,if afiny new idea comes along, i-lowever,I hope
soon to have little time for sucﬁ 'th.i'ng;,as "Carcroft' ought to get
going when the war is over: and thet heppy dﬁte cannot ber far away,
Hatler mey have gone the same way as the paper he used to hang, by the
+time you“ got this ls-tter ' :

I have recently eornp.Leted the 'Autobiography’ ,t‘of !‘rank
_ Bichards" send given it its finel revision-~the wpteenth, 53 &
publisher has paid an optiom t‘ea on it o1 shall ho;;e that 'this will be
an inducement t6 him to spare a spot of his quota, I was ra'ther dubious
about the idea when Erie Hiscock susgested it to me: but now 'that I
haved dome it it does mot seam too bad, The lemgth prascrihed was
60,000 words: 'but Frank Richfrds got avmy ffom the mark s0 full of
beens,that he discovered that he had used up hdif hia length by the
time he got to 1905, So, yards and yards of good copy had to go into
the discard,to make it fit the bed of Procmustdsf, However,perhaps the

Teaders=--when they get it=--~-~will agk for more,like Oliver Tiist, In



which case the morefulness,as Hurres Singh used to say,will be terrific!
I have sorted out a copy of my old football song, I am afraid it

ig a lititle mua%y with age, I don't recall the dateof publication,but
it wag a long time ago: I remewber that Hamilton Edwards g&ve it a nice
1ittle notice at the time in the 'Herald’, Yes,I did like your article
on Edwards, ‘He éomss into the early chapters of the Aute / 1 used to
gese a good deal of hﬁm-a{ theCarmelite House,about thirty-fbve or

forty years ago, I used to wite serials for him: the best I think

was "King Crieket”,which you may have come across in oldlnumbers of
"the Realm, He was & good chap,in hislown ;ay,and en interesting

chepter or two could be wrbtten sbout his wild adventures in Ireland

in the War time,whichil never could understand, In London he was a man of
s0lid common-senss: but he seamed to havé‘dropﬁad 41l that into‘the Irigh
Sea when he went over to John Bull's 6ther Island, I am speaking,
of course,of the last War: poor old Edﬁards pe.agsed out a good many years
 befors this one gtartad, 1f Frank Bichards continues to adorn the
earth much longer jhe will soon be the iaat left of the old srowd:

the outl ook is alréady a2 good deal like what the sstate-agent desxribed
as” Gharming Vxew of tha Cematery”, When poor Hintofn went leat
January,lt gave me & reanl shock. he was a good many year 8 younger then
I---not much m¥er sixty,and 2 sort of Golzath We wore mlways good
friends in spite of some little diff1cultles. only one row in the
course of many years ‘and that wag sbout thoss shady scribes who got my
gcaf s0 sorelf, However ,Down is still going strong: he was the youugest
of the lot,zs well &s the ﬁeat, I nourish & hope tﬁat he will be

editing 'Carcr@fiif when the time comes,

With kind regards,

Yours sinceraly, -

W %:%(( Vi &



