December 23rd 1949,

ROCSE L.AWN,
KINGSCGATE-ON-SEA,

KENT.

Dear Leonard Peckman,

" Thank you for your letter to~day.and for
the enclosures, "I am not surprised at Mr Msckay “passing
ths buck®, The “0ld~ Codges"of the Mirror told me ‘the other
day ‘that the final dount of letters recéived by him on the
sdme subject was 325, and paruafs Mr thlay 8. experlance has
baen 51mllar‘ o
‘I'am gxad you sent onthe letter from Norman
Holt™ on the sub;ecf of Samways L
» Some time ago- Martln and Rﬂla aent on. 4 leatter
fo ne addrassad 1o Frank chhards,whzch,on looklng st it s
d1acovere& to be from a relative of aamways yand 1ntended T
for him; I sent it “pack to this reélat ive wWith an ‘explanation,
and aha . repliad tnat sha had” always belxevad Semwaya to be Frank
Richards ,as he had told her sel. It appears from Holt 8 letter
that the rascal told others the ssime story, .
. T'have written to Holt fo expla1n 15 him that
tha man Samways was a hdck writer Who imztated my work without

published under ny name :

277 You must mot suppoae my dear boy,that I evar'
consenﬁ%ed "to this “stand«in" or'—aubstltu‘ " hu51ness. T dld
agree. thaf if" circimstances prevented me from supplying < copy on
timé,a "stop-gap® story might be’ wrltten on the strict condmtlon
that it ‘did NOT appedr under my name, Hlnton told me once that
papars could not ‘shut down if I happened to have a cold. in the head,
and Ihad to own thaf this Was reasomable. But alich occasions were
rareé ,and Were no exuusé whatever for the mass of imitahion work
that was ‘produced ,and ﬂalsely repreaented as biine, It was the
bitterness caused hy these practices that finally snded my =~
 connéction with those puhllshers andmade me the ob;ect of the
hostility which still continues,

I havenot yet loocked at the other letters,but



ghall resd them all with great interest, I couldn't
calcfulate how ‘many such letters 1 heve read in my time,
but they always come ve;y_plegagnﬁly,all the same,

With kindest regards to.all,

Yours very gincersly,

M@M



