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gt a3 . mﬂgfm your 1.tt.r,und especially for
the card from EI

i d laineg ,and to Mrs_ Rebyns for her kind thought
B T S .miu‘%ﬁ%ﬁ, B T .rpa.i-nt now hes a beby sister,and 1
~ judge is very plesged with that gi€t of the gods, And you,l
 have no doubt,feel the heppiest men in Sussex, Congratulétions
. to you,my dear boy,end best of wishes to the heppy mpther &nc
sy o i 1 Blso have been getting some good news,though
Ty Betee good as yours, Which is,that the two new Greyfriars books
L el ‘will both be out duringthe present year ,whthe not too long
Hgas intervel between, We hope that & fourth volume mey follow ?
early in 1949: but that is rather vague atf present, --in these '
deys one cennot plan teo far ehead,

Iﬂ am very interested to hear that there 1s & " good
displey” of the Bunter book in Boots at Brighton, Next time ypu
write you might tell me whether they 2re still there, In same
quarters all copies &re sold out ,and fresh demands are met
by the dismal werd "reprinting”, Which being interpreted means
thet new supplies depend on paper, 1 had the usuel six from
thepublishers ,and an extre sixi which I tlought would see me
P- through; but I have been sencding copies to friends abreoad,and
found myself reduced to just one &nd therl learned that I could nof
get eny more till the third edition is out, This question of paper
would exasperate me if I wers not the plécidest old bean thatl ever
was! I wented amother copy specielly to send to & missionary chap
at Asmere in Eritrea: and by the séme topen,e letter arrived from
8 gorrespondent &t Bideford,in Devon,telling me that there was just
one copy left at the bookseller's there,and I &sked him 1o bag it
for me,s0 thet was 2all right, That was before I received your lette
or 1 might have reided Mr_ Boots, What queer times we live in,vhen
8 scribbling fellow camnot get copies of hisown book!

Did I tell you that @ copy of Eunter was ordered |
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for the Library of the House of Upmmons? It mMused me very
much when the publisher told me, I chuckled &t the ides that

gsome Honourble Member after looking ipto it in the readlng-
room,might begin his next speech inedverteatly with "1 ey, you
fellows!” But reelly,if I were a mewberyI think I should prefer
Billy Bunter to Hemserd for & leisure he
| 1 hope Mr Devis will have QM ¢k, No,1 dou-t mind in
the leest your mentioning that 1 am over seventy,K The fact is
that 1 haeve left seventy so fer behinéf ,tﬁat 1 feel rather
like Oliver Wendell Holmes when he remarked "0 to be seventy egeinl
The coid snap you mentioned im your letter seems to
be gone for ‘good, We have been getti ?a_me lovely spring days ,end
it is very pleagsant to see the buds coming in the garden, Little
more then & week 8go,we were 8lmost buried in spow,enc then nearly |
blown out to sea by & terrific north-easter, How while 1 write,
Lady Jane is sunnip erself on the lawn,end her d&ughter frisking

ebout the fir tree Lady Jane,l should add, is the cat!

| Wit.h kind regﬂrdﬂ*,

G Y Yours ﬂinceraly,




